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3 | OF THE 


KnicuTs, Citizens, and Burcrsses, 


RETURNED TO SERVE 10 THE „ 
PRESENT PARLIAMENT; 
Sos emp 


PLACES THEY REPRESENT. 


AnTaiu County, (10) 


H ON. Hercules Rowley. 
Right Hon, Joan O'Neill. 


Borough of Antrim, 


Hon. Chicheſter Skeffington, 


Borough of Belfaſt, 
Hon, Henry Skeffington, 
on. Joſeph Hewit. 


Borough of Liſburne, 
Villiam Sharman, Eſq; 
illiam Todd Jones, Eſqz | 
Borough of Randalſleuun. 
lichael Smith, Eſq; . © 
ohn Dunn, Eſq; 


Hon, William John Skeffingtor. 


> ©": * 


— 
—_— 


Arxmacu County. (6) 


Right Honourable William Brown- 
low. 8 


| William Richardſon, of Rich-hill, 


Eſq; 


Borough of Armagh, | 
Henry Meredyth, Eſq; . 
George Rawſon, Efq; 


] 


| Borough of Charlemont, 


Sir Annefley Stewart, Bart, 
| Right Hon. Henry Grattan, 


CARRICKFERGUS CounTyY and 
Town: (2) 


| Conway Richard Dobs, Eſqz 


I Ezekiel Davys Wilſon, Eſq; 


; 


iv 


Carton Counrtr. (6) 


William Burton, Eſq; 
Sir Richard Butler, Bart. 


Berough of Catherl:gh, 
Sir John Erowne, Bart. 
Charles Deſvoeux, Eſqz 


Borough of Old Leigblin. 
Hon, Arthur Acheſon. 
Edward Leſlie, Eſq. Sworn 12t} 
February, 1787. : 


i 
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£ - Cavan Copwr v. (6) 
George Montgomery, Eſq 
Charles Steuart, Eq; 

- Borough of Belturbet. | 
Le Hon. Sir Skeffington Smyth, 
* Barr. . 5 
Right Hon. David Latouche. 
| Birough of Cavan. © 
Thomas Neſbitt, Eſq; 


Right Hon. Henry Theophilus 
Clements. 


4 


CLare Couxry. (4) 


Sir Hugh Dillon Maſſey, Bart. 
Edward Fitzgerald, Eſq; 

| . Borcurh of Ennis. 
Steuart Weldon, Eſc; 
Joha Thomas Folter, Eiq; 


: Cork County. (26) 


James Bernard, Eſq; 
ou. Robert King, commonly 
called Lord Viſcount Kingſbo- 
rough. - TEES 
Borough of Baltimore, 
Hon. Arthur Gore, commonly cal- 
led Lord Viſcount Sudle y. 
Richard Longheld, Eſa : 
Borough e Bandon bridge. 
Francis Bernard, Eſq; -- 
Lodge Morres, Eiq: 


MEMBERS OF THE 


1 


{| Auguſtus Warren, 'Eſq; 


Borough of Caftlemartyr. 

John Bennet, Eſq; | 
Broderick Chinnery, Eſq; 

Henry Cox, Eſq; in the Room of 

the ſaid John Bennet, now one 

of the Juſtices of the King's, 

Bench. Sworn 28th May, 1787. 


Berough of Charleville. 
Rogerſon Cotter, Eſqz 
Richard St. George, Eſq; 


Berough of Cloghnikilty. 


| Thomas Adderly, Eſq; 


Charles O*Neill, Eſq; 


City of Cork. 


Right Hon. John Hely Hutchinſon. 


Borough of Doneraile. 


] Honourable Hayes St. Leger, 
| James Chatterton, Eſqz g 


Town of Kinſale. 
James Kearney, Eſq; 
Cromwell Price, Eſqz. 


Town of Mall, 

Denham Jephfon, Eſq; 
dir James Laurence Cotter, Bart. 
8 - Borough of Middleton. 
Thomas Pigott, Eſq; '' 
Arthur Dawſon, Eſq; 

Borough of Rathcormuch, 
Charles Francis Sheridan, Eſq; 


1 
; 


- | Right Hon. Thomas Orde. 


; Town of Teugbal. 
Robert Uniacke, Eſq; 
James Uniacke, Eſqz 


| DonecaL Country. (12) 


4 Alexander Montgomery, Eſq; 


| Henry Vaughan Brooke, Eſq; 
Bering of Ballyſhanzov. 
William Ogilvie, Eq; 
Sir Michael Croce, Bart 
5 | Borough of Donegal. 
Henry Hatton, Eq; 


Sit John Freke, Bart. 
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Baroug h of Killybeggs. _ 


* 
City of Dublin. 


Right Hon, William Conyngham. | Travers Hartley, Eſqz 


William Colville, Eſq; 


Borough of Lifford. 
Hon. Abraham Creighton. 
Sir Nicholas Lawleſs, Bart. 


| Berough of St. Tohnftmwn, 
Hon. Robert Howard. | 
Hon. William Forward. 


| Down County. (14) 


Hon. Arthur Hill, commonly called 
Lord Viſcount Kilwarlin. 
Hon. Edward Ward. 


Borough Banger. 
Edward Hunt, Eſq; _ 
Richard Magenis, Kaz 

Borough of Doaunpatricł. 
Clotworthy Rowley, Eſq; 
Andrew Caldwell, Eſq; 

Borough of Hillſboreugh. 
William Montgemery, E495 
James Bailie, Eſq; 

Borough of Killyleagh. 
Sir John Blackwood, Barc. 


Borough of Newry. 
Robert Roſs, E1q; 
Iſaac Corry, Eſq; 
Borough of Newtown. 
Right Hon. John Ponſonby. 
Sir William Evans Ryves Morres, 
Bart. 


Draocurpa CounTtY and 
Town. (2). x 


Henry Meade Ogle, Eſq 
John Forbes, Eſgz g 


DuBLiN County. (10) 


Right Hon. Luke Gardiner. 
Sir Edward Newenham, Ent. 


Nathaniel Warren, Eſq; 


| Univerſity of Dublin, 
Laurence Parſons, Eſq; 
Arthur Browne, Eſqz 


Pirough of Newcaſtle, 
John Latouche, Eſqz 


| Thomas Whaley, Efqz 


Borough of Swords. 
Charles Cobbe, Eſq; 
John Hatch, Eſq; 


FIRMANACH Coux TY. 
Colonel Mervyn Archdall. 
Hon. Arthur Cole Hamilton. 


Borough off Enniſkillen. 
John Me. Clintock, Eſq; 


(4) 


James Stewart, of Fort Stewart, 


Eſq; 
GaLwaY County. (8) 


Right Hon, Denis Daly. 
William Power Keating Trench, 


Eiſqz 


| | Tewn of Athenry. 
John Blakeney, Eſq; 


Theophilus Blakeney, Eſq; 
| Town of Galway, 


Denis Bowes Daly, Eſq; 


Anthony Daly, Eſqz 


Town of Tuam, 
Robert Day, Eflqz f 
Right Hon. Sir Lucius O'Brien, 
Bart. | 


Kexxy CounTY. (8) 


Sir Barry Denny, Bart. 


Richard Townſend Herbert, Eſq; 
Borough of Ardfert. 

Sir Frederick Flood, Bart, 

John Tydd, Efqz | 


Borcugh of Dingle-leouch, 
Richard Boyle Townſend, Eſq; 
John Townſend, Eſq | 


Borough of Tralce, 
Sir William Godfrey, Eſq; 
James Carrique Ponſonby, Ela 


(0) 


Right Hon. Lord Charles Fitzge- 
raldz 
John Wolfe, Eſq; 


Brrough of Athy . 
Right Hon. Lord Edward Fitzge- 
. 
Thomas Burgh, Eſq; 
| Borough of Harriſlown, 


Sir Fitzgerald Aylmer, Bart. 
I homas' Burgh, of Oldtown, Eſq; 


Borough of Kildare. 
Right Hon. 1 

tald. 
Simon Digby, Eſqʒ 


L Borougb of Naas, 
Hon. John Bourke, commonly cal- 


led Lord Viſcount Naas. 
Hugh Carleton, Eſq; 


Kildare Coux r. 


* 


(46) 


Right Hon. William Brabazon | 
Ponſonby, 
Hon. Henry Welbore Agar. 


Bo ough of Callan, 
George Agar, E1q; 
John Bourke O'Flaberty, Eſq; 


en of St. Canice, alias 
Iriſbtoꝛun. 


Hon. Richard Anneſley, 
Right Hon. John Monck Maſon. 


Brrough of Iniſtiege. 
George Ponſonby, Eſq; 
John Ulter, Eſgq ; 


KiLKENNY Countr. 


ord Henry Fitzge- 


MEMBERS OF THE 


—_—— 


Borough of Goran: 


George Dunbar, Eſq; 


George Burdett, Eſq; 


City of Kilkenny. 
Hon. William Cuffe, 
John Butler, Eſq; 


| Borough of A noclopber. 
Sir Hercules Langriſhe, Bart. 
Robert Langriſhe, Eſq; 


. Borough of Thoamaſlown, 
Patrick Welch, Eſq; 4 
George Bunbury, Eſqʒ 


Kix c' cobn rv. (6) 


Sir William Parſons, Bart. 
John Lloyd, Efſqz 


Bor ougb of Banagher. 


Peter Holmes, Eſq; 


Edward Bellingham Swan, Eſq; 


Borough of Philipſlown. 
John Toler, Efqʒ 
Henry Cope, Eſq; 


Leitraim County. (6) 


Peter Latouche, Eſqz 


John Gore, Eſq; 


Berough of Carrick, 
Right Hon. T Pelham, 
Edward King, Eſqz 


Berough of Jameſtoꝛun. 
Sir Francis Hutchinſon, Bart. 
Henry Bruen, Eſq; | 


Limerick Counrr. (8) 


Hon. Hugh Maſſey, 
Sir Henry Hartſtonge, Bart. 


Borough of Aſteyton. 
Sir Joſeph — Bart. 
Richard Griffith, Eſq; 


Borough of Kilmalleck, 
Right Hon. John Firzgibbon, 


John Armſtrong, Eſq; | 
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City of Limerick, | Borough of Carlingferd. 
John Prendergaſt Smyth, Eſq; Right Hon. Sir John Blaquiere, 
Edmund Henry Pery, Eſq; K. B. | 
| Thomas Coghlan, Eſq; 

Borough of Dundalk, 


Hon. Robert Jocelyn, commonly 
called Lord Viſcount Jocelyn, 


Lox Don DERAY Coeur. (8) 


Right Hon. Thomas Conolly, 


15 Right Hon. Edward Cary. Hon. George Jocelyn. s 
Borough of Coleraine. | 
Right Hon. Richard Jackſon; = | Jchn Willa Foes, By 
Arthur Wolfe, Eſq; Henry Coddington, Eſq; 
ö City of Londonderry, ; 
Sir Hugh Hill, Bart. Maro CounTy. (4) 


James Alexander, Eſq; i : a K 
Borough of Newtown Limavady. Right Hon. James Cuffe, 


Hon. Denis Browne. 
John Staples, Eſqʒ 


| Berough of Caftlebar. 
John Richardſon, Eſq; Hon. James Browne, 


Loxoron Couxr 7. (10) Thomas Warren, Eſq; 


Laurence Harman Harman, Eſq; Meru County, (14) 
Henry Gore, Eſq; Right Hon. Hercules Langford 
Berough of Granard. | Rowley, + BS 
Robert Jephſon, Eſq; Gorges Lowther, Eſq 
George William Molyneux, Eſqz  .-Berongh of abbey. 
Borough of Laneſborough. Hugh Howard, Eſq; 
Robert Dillon, Eſq; Thomas Bligh, Eſq; 
Cornelius Bolton, Eſqz . Borough of Duleck, 
Berough of Longford. | Andrew Ram, Elgj 
Hon. Thomas Pakenham, Abel Ram Ed | 
Henry Stewart, Eſq; | Borough of Kells, | 
Borough of St, Tobnſlown.. | Hon. Thomas Taylor, commonly 


- Wl called Lord Viſcount Headfort, 
Sir Thomas Fethetſtone, Bart. Hon. Hercules Langford Taylor. 


Nicholas Colthurſt, Eſq; Borough of Navan. 


| John Preſton, Eſq; 
| | | Joſeph Preſton, Elq;. 
Right Hon. John Foſter, Speaker of Borough of Ratoath, 
the Hon, Houſe of Commons, Arthur Forbes, Eſq; 3 
Thomas James Forteſcue, Eſqz | John Metge, Eſq; 

Borough of Ardee. 4 Borough of Trim. 
Charles Ruxton, Eſq; ; Right Hon. John Pomeroy, _. 
William Ruzton, Eſq; I Hon, William Weſley Pole. 


Lovrn County, (io) 


inn! ME MB ERS OF THE 


Moxacnan County. (4) 

Charles Powell Leflie, Eſq; 

John Montgomery, Eſq; 
Borough of Monaghan. 


Right Hon. Robert Cuninghame, 
Right Hon. Theophilus Jones. 


Queen's Coo x Tv. (8) 


Right Hon. Sir John Parnell, Bart. 
John Warburton, Eſqʒ 

Borough of Ballynakill. 
Sir William Montgomery, Bart. 
John Moore, Eſq; 

Borough «f Maryborough. 

Charles Henry Coote, Eſq; 
Frederick Trench, Eſq; 


Boro: gb of Pertarlington. 
Sir Boyle Roche, Bart. 


Rescommon CounTy. (8) 


Arthur French, Eſq; 
Sir Edward Crofion, Bart. 
; Baroph of Boyle. 

Right Hon. Henry King, 
Robert Boyd, E Js 
Bertigbef Ryſcommen. 
George Sandford; Eg; 
Maurice Coppinger, Eta: | 
Borough of Taſk. 
James Fi us Eſq; © 
Hab Croft e . 


a $1100 County. 55 
Charles O'Hara, Eſq; 
Owen Wygne, Eſq;.. 
' Borough, of Sligo. : 
Right Hon. Owen W anne, TY 
Thomas Dawſon, Eiqz 


. PPERARY County. (8) 


Henty Prettie, Eſq; 
n Toler, Eſqs 


City of Caſhel. 
Richard Pennefather, Eſq; 
William Pennefather, Eſq; 


Berough of Clonmel. 
Hon. William Moore, 
Stephen Moore, Eſq; 


Borough of Fethard. 
Thomas Barton, Eſq; 
Daniel Gahan, Eſq; 


Tyrone CounTy. (io) 
James Stewart, of Killimoon, Eſq 
Nathaniel Montgomery Mooge, Eſq; 


Berg 5 of Augher. 
William Richardſon, E 
Samuel Hayes, of Drumboe Caſtle, 


Eſq; 
* - 

: "City 0 Clogher. 
Sackville — Eſq; 
John Francis Cradock, Eſq; 


Borough of Duugannor. 


Hon. Thomas Knox, 


Lerenzo Moore, Eſqsy 


| Borough of Strabane. 
Hon. Henry Pomeroy, 


] sie John Stuart Hamilton, Bart. 


Waretrord County. (16) 
Right Hon. ohn * : 


Sir James May, Bart. 


| Borough of Dungarz 
Marcus Beresford, E 
W Li; 
' Borough of Liſmore. 


Ri * Hon. 8 Sir Henry Cavendiſh, 
a 


ll Sir Richard Pa be Bare. | 


Hugh G 
John Hobo, Eſq; 


dCi of . 
Henry Alcock, 


Robert Shapland Carew, Efq; 


WesTMEATH Cour x. (10) 


Hon. Robert Rochfort, 
William Smyth, Eſq; 


Borough of Athlone. 


Sir Richard St. George, Bart, 
William Handcock, Eſq; 


Borough of Fore, 

Hon. George Frederick Nugent, 
Delvin, i 

Gervais Parker Buſhe, Eſq; 
Borough of Nilbeggan. 


Henry Flood, Eſq; 
John Philpot Curran, Eſq; 


Manor of Mullingar. 
Francis Hardy, Eſq; 
John Doyle, Eſq; 
Wexrord CounTY. (18) 
Ri.-bt Hon. George Ogle, 
| Veley Colclough, Eſq; 
Borough of Bann. 


Henry Loftus, Eſq; 
Nicholas Loftus Tottenham, Eſqz 


Borough of Clomines, 


Charles Tottenham, of Roſs, Eſq; | 


-— homas Loftus, Eiqz 
Brough of Enniſcerthy. 


Mountifort Longfield, Eſq; 
Conway Heatly, Eſq; 


commonly called Lord Viſcount 


| 
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Borough of Fethard. 
Ponſonby Tottenham, Eſq; 


Ephraim Carrol, Eſqz 


Berough of NM ewboroygh, alias 
N Cor CY © 


Stephen Ram, Eſq; 


Richard Vowell, Eſqs 


Town of New-Roſs. 


Charles Tottenham, of Ballycurry, 


Eſq; Te. 
Robert Leigh, Eſqz 
Borough of Tagbmon. 


Hon. Richard Hely Hutchigſon, 


Robert Stubber, Eſq; 


Town of Wexford. 
Richard Nevill, Eſq; 
Francis Leigh, Eſq; 


WickLow CounTy. {10) 


Nicholas Weſtby, Eſqz 
Hon. John Stratford. 


Bes ough of Bal-inglaſs. 


Warden Flood, Eſq; 


Sir John Allen johntton, Bart. 


Borough of Bleſfington. 
john Reilly, Eſqʒ > 


Sir Richard Johnſton, Bart. ' 


Borough of Carysfort. 
Sir Thomas Olborne, Bart. 
John Proby Oſborne, Eſq; 


Borough of Wicklow. 


Edward Tighe, Eſq; 
! Samuel Hayes, of Avondale, Eſq; 


10 i12 
ATTENDING-THE 1 


1 | ? 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Chief Clerk, | | Edward Cooke, Eſq; 
Chief Afiicant, Benjamin Higgins, Eſqz 
| Clerk of the Tournals and Papers, James Corry, Eſqy 
d Clerk of the Engreſſments, Dawſon Ellis, Eſq; 
| Geo: Frederick Wialtanley, Eat 
Committee Clerks, „ 
| (Jonathan Rogers, Eſq; 
Chief Serjeant atwArms, Dirie Coddington, Eſq 
Aﬀiftant Serjeant at Arms, ' Thomas L'Eſtrange, Eſq; 


if 
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. 
Tuns Dax, January 18, 1787. 


Ta F Houſe being met, according to the laſt prorogation, 
the following meſſage was brought from his Grace the Lord 
Lieutenant by the Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod: 


Mr. Speaker, : 


It is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure, that this Meſſage te 
<« Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.” the Houle, 


| The Speaker, with the Houſe, went up to attend his Grace; 
and being returned, the Speaker reported that the Houſe had 
attended his Grace the Lord Licutenant in the Houſe of Peers, 
where his Grace was pleaſed to make a ſpeech to both Houſes 
of Parliament, of which the Speaker ſaid, to prevent miſtakes, 
he had obtained a copy, which he read to the Houſe ; and 
it was afterwards read by the clerk at the table, and is as fol- 
lows : | a Bs my 2 
My Lerds and Gentlemen, 
* I had hoped that upon the preſent occaſion of meeting Speech from 
you again in parliament it would have been in my power to the throne. 
have announced to you the entire ſuppreſſion of thoſe com- 
motions which, in ſome parts of the kingdom, have diſturbed 
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the general tranquillity, Under the preſent circumſtances I 
am perſuaded, by my confidence in the accuſtomed proofs of 
your wiſdom and zeal, that I ſhall receive from you whatever 
aſſiſtance may be neceſſary for the more effeQual vindication 
of the laws, and the protection of ſociety. Your uniform 
regard for the rights of your fellow · ſubjects, and your zealous 
attachment to the religious and civil conſtitutions uf your 
country, will ftimulate your attention to their inſeparable in- 
tereſts, and will enſure your eſpecial ſupport of the eſtabliſhed 
church, and the reſpectable ſituation of its miniſters, 
& Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, | 

* have directed the proper officers to lay the national ac- 
counts before you; and I truſt you will make the neceſſary 
proviſions for the exigencies of the ſtate, and the honourable 
ſupport of his Majeſty's government, 


*© My Lords and Gentlemen, „ 

« An act was paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of the Britiſh parlia- 
ment for the further increaſe of ſhipping and navigation : You 
will, I doubt not, take proper meaſures to confirm to this 
country a full participation of its advant. ge. 

have E ſarisfaQtion to inform yon, by the King's 
command, that his Majeſty has concluded a treaty of naviga- 


tian and commerce with the Moſt Chriſtian King. A copy of 


this treaty will be laid before you, in which you will not fail 
to obſerve the attention which is paid to the intereſts of this 
kingdom; and I truft that your adoption of it here, by ſuch 
laws as may be requiſite to give it effect, will be attended 


with real benefit to the country, by ſucceſsfully encouraging 


the efforts of her induſtry and emulation. 
* The trade and manufaQuures, and particularly the Linen 


Manufacture of this kingdom; the Proteſtant Charter Schools, 


M.. Pome- 


and other public inſtitutions for chatitable purpoſes, will not 
fail to engage your conſtant care and encouragement. - And 
1 hope that ſome liberal and extenfive plan for the general 
improvement of education will be matured for an early exe- 
cution. . N f 
« A longer acquaintance with this country ſtrengthens my 
anxious withes for its welfare; and I ſhall experience the moſt 


' fenfible gratification, if in my adminiſtration of the} King's 


government I can with a ſucceſs, in any degree Correſpondent 


to thofe wiſhes, accompliſh his Majefty*s earneſt deſire to pro- 


mote and ſecure the happineſs and proſperity of Ireland.” 


The Hon. Mr. Pomtrov ſaid, he truſted the motion he 


roy moves had to ofter would be received with unanimity, as it had ever 
an addreſs to been the cuſtom in that Houſe to expreſs their ſentiments upon 


the Kiag. 


the ſpeech of the chief governor at the opening of the ſeſſion, 


= 
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before they went into any of the ordinary buſineſs of the nation. 
Beſides, that ſince the deſperate attempt of a mad aſſaſſin upon 
the ſacred life of our beloved ſovereign, this was the firſt op- 
portunity which had occurred in which the Commons of Ire- 
land could ſhew how dearly that life was prized by the faithful 
people of Ireland. Another important ſubject, which called 


for the attention of the Houſe, was the violent commotions 


which diſturb the ſouth, and the outrages which diſgrace that 
part of the kingdom—lawleſs beyond example, ſhameful even 
to a ſavage people, and utterly deſtructive of the proſperity ot 
the kingdom, And againſt whom were theſe horrid violences 
and outrages committed ? Againſt the ſacred miniſters of the 
eſtabliſhed religion, if not againſt the religion itſelf: And for 
what ? Why, to deprive them of that ſupport which the law 
and conſtitution of the country has provided for them, He 
ſaid that vigour, tempered with lenity, which Government 
had manifeſted, it was hoped would have brought back from 
this deluſion the unhappy infurgents z but it now appeared 
that the humanity of Government had not produced the effect 
deſired, and it became the Houſe to teach all men who aſſem- 
ble under any name or any pretence, and attempt by force to 


make innovations in the laws and eſtabliſhed conſtitutions of 


the realm, that they are liable to great danger and great pu- 
niſhments, even to the pains of high treaſon. That it is the 
duty of Government to bring ſuch traitors to condign puniſh» 
ment; and if the laws are defective, it is our duty to arm 
them with ſufficient power. | 
le then adverted ſlightly to the other objects of the ſpeech, 
and concluded with moving, a 

That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, re- 
quefting to approach his throne, not only with the conſtant 


declarations of our attachment to his royal perſon, family and 


government, but with the moſt ardent and fincere congratula- 


tions on his Majeſty's providencial deliverance from the deſpe- - 


rate effort of a frantic aſſaſſin. That we ſhould be dead to 
every ſentiment of loyalty and gratitude if we could repreſs 
our ſolicitude for the life of a ſovereign, whole reign has been 
endeared to us by his diftinguiſhed attention to his fubjeQs of 
this kingdom, That we are affected with the utmoſt concern 
and indignation at thoſe alarming and violent outrages which 
have fo long diſgraced a part' of Sis kingdom, and which we 
have in vain hoped would have been extinguithed by the vigor- 
ous, yet temperate, exertions of his Majeſty's government; 
convinced at the fame time that no kingdom can rife to proſ- 
perity but through the eftabliſhment of internal peace, we are 
determined to check the progreſs of diſorder by every means in 
our power. That no effort of combination or force ſhall divert 
our decided reſolution to ſecure the rights of all our fellow- 


« 


2 


14 


Mr. pery. 
ſeconds the 
tot ion tor 


the addreſs. 


| 
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ſubje cts, and effectually to maintain the civil and religious 
conſtitutions of the ſtate. That the ſupport of the eſtabliſhed 
church, and of the reſpeQable ſituation of its miniſters, is an 
object of the molt eſſential importance, and inſeparably con- 
nected with the ſecurity. of all our deareſt intereſts:; that we 
can never therefore be wanting either in attention or zeal to 
defend them, by inveſting his Majeſty's government with every 
requiſite e ee authority, relying upon the prudence 
and humanity of a chief governor whofe amiable and ſteady 
virtues have entirely engaged our attachment and confidence, 
That we ſhall Joſe no time in inveſtigating thoſe advantages 


. whicly may be derived from our enacting of laws for the further 


increaſe of ſhipping and navigation. Ibat we humbly offer 


our acknowledgments to his Majeſty for his gracious commu- 


nication of the treaty of navigation and commerce which his 


Majeſty: has concluded with the Moſt Chriſtian King, That 


we have no doubt of the attention which has been ſhewn there; 
in to our particular ſituation and intereſts ; and that we muſt 
be naturally anxious to adopt any meaſure which, by engag- 
ing the nation in new objects of emulation and induſtry, pro- 
miſes thereby to open another ſource of wealth and proſperity. 


That we ſhall not neglect a judicious encouragement of our 


Linen and other manufactures. That the Proteſtant Charter 
Schools, and other public inſtitutions for charitable purpoſes, 
will command our attention; and that we ſhall not fail in ap- 
plying ourfelves to the important object of a general improve- 
ment of education, That encouraged in our endeavours for 


the public good by his Majeſty's auſpicious recommendation 


and patronage, we ſhall omit no exertions in furthering the 


great purpoſes for which we are aſſembled, and conſulting the 
glory of his Majeſty's reign, by ſecuring the peace of his king- 


— 


dom, and exalting its proſperity.” 


Mr. Pex v.—Mr. Speaker, Sir, I riſe to ſecond the motion 


made by the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, Afﬀer 
what has fallen from him it js unneceſſary for me to dwell long 


upon the ſubjeQ ; if however the kind indulgence of the Houte 


will ſupport me, I ſhall intreat their attention for a very few 
moments, and they may be aſſured I ſhall not long treſpaſs on 
their patience, 5 1 

It is particularly our duty to expreſs to his Majeſtv, in the 
2 terms, our ſincere and ardent congtatulation on his 
pro identi al eſcape from the deſperate effort of a frantic aſſaſſin. 
Madneſs only could raiſe its arm againſt the life of ſo beloved 
2 monarch, who muſt be peculiarly dear to this nation, which, 
during his auſpicjous reign, has been raiſed from dependence 
to independence, from inſignificance to conſideration. 


\ 


with, by — oy 28 
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Sir, I conceive if ever there was a moment which called for 
a loyal, firm and dutiful addreſs, it is the preſent. The tran- 


4 quillity of a conſiderable part of the kingdom has been diſturb- 
ed, the laws have been trampled upon, and the properties and 


lives of individuals have been attacked by an infatuated multi- 
tude. It is true that in ſome diſtrifts the tumult has in ſome 
meaſure ſubſided ; bur 1 aſſert, and I think I am warranted in 
ſo doing, the embers of ſedition are but covered, they are not 
extinguiſhed ; nay at this moment, if I am rightly informed, 
the popular frenzy has reached a province hitherto untainted, 


and rages there with the utmoſt violence. I truſt, however, 


that thoſe outrages are haſtening to a period ; I am perſuaded 
the wiſdom of parliament will ſufficiently ſtrengthen the hands 
of government for the purpoſe, and that the laws will reco- 
ver their ancient tone and more vigour, 3 

The prudence and humanity of our preſent chief governor 
are too well known to permit us to heſitate a moment about 
entruſling him with every requiſite and adequate authority, to 
put an end to the preſent diſtractions. Sir, we are informed 
by the ſpeech that the treaty of commerce and navigation con- 


cluded between his Majeſty and the Moſt Chriſtian King will 


ſpeedily be laid before us, I am perſuaded, from the known 
temper and good ſenſe of the Houle, that the proviſions of this 
treaty (the firſt, jf J am not miſinformed, ever laid before an 
Iriſh parliament by a Britiſh monarch) will be examined with 
that cardour and diſcernment which ſo important a ſubje& 
particularly demands. I come now to a part of the ſpeech 
which I think calls for the warmeſt acknowledgments of every 
Iriſhman 3 I mean that part which relates to the education of 
our youth—a ſyſtem which if followed up will probably lay 


the foundation of the future greatneſs of this country: When 


the adminittration of our preſent amiable viceroy has deter- 
mined, when the right honourable gentleman who brin 

this meaſure forward here has ceaſed to be miniſter of this 
country, the voice of a people ſhall repeat their names with 
gratitude, and hand them down with veneration to their poſte- 


rity. 
I is uſual for perfons in my preſent ſituation to ſpeak highly 


of the adminiſtration whoſe conduct they approve of. I thi 
however it would be totally unneceſſary in the preſent in- 
ſtance. The merits of our preſent chief governor are too well 
known to the nation to need any eulogium of mine. A noble- 
man of his diſtinguiſhed rank, character and abilities, can have 
but the one object, that of promoting the intereſts and hap- 
pineſs of the people he has been ſent to govern. 
beg pardon of the Houſe for having troubled them thus 
long, I ſhall not treſpaſs any farther on their patience, by 


"I 


16 " PARLIAMENTARY II. u. 78, 


preventing gentlemen from delivering their ſentiments upon the 
tubjeQ, who are ſo much more capable of it than I am. | 


Mr. Conolly Mr. Co vol Lv. — Sir, it was not my intention to make any 
votes for odjection to the ſpeech from the throne, or to the addreſs now 
the metios. 3 In truth I have not had an opportunity of reading 

or hearing either, being juſt come into the Houſe; I ſhall 
therefore at preſent vote for the motion ; but if, upon inveſti- 
gating it more particularly to-morrow in the committee, it 
ſhall appear to me that any part of it is objectionable, | te- 
ſerye to myſelf a right to objec to that part. 


Refolution The reſolution was then put and carried without a diviſion, 
paſſes. and a committee was ordered to prepare the fame. 


Mr. Wha- Mr. WraLey faid he had very great pleaſure in the op- 
ley moves portunity of exprefling his opinion of the amiable nobleman 
an _ who, with ſo much hongur to himſelf and benefit to the peo- 
Leutnant, ple, now governs this kingdom. He would not, he faid, 
have been to forward to rife, but that knowing the ſentiments 
of gentlemen and of the nation at large, he apprehended there 
might be a conteſt for the honour of propoſing the reſolution 
he intended to move; convinced he was there could be no 
_ oppoſition to whatever tended to ſhew the high reſpeQ the 
Houſe entertained for the Duke of Rutland, and the great con- 
fidence they placed in the wiſdom of his government, Theſe 
ſentiments had been already frequently declared, and the ex- 
perience of his Grace*s conduct fad fully juſtißed them. 
He then beſtowed much praiſe upon his Grace, for the re- 
ſtoration and advancement of public credit during his admi- 
niſtration; but obſerved that nothing could be more injurious 
to that credit than the violences and barbarities lately perpe- 
trated in the ſbuth; but he was convinced that parliament 
would be ready to aid the chief governor in his endeavours to 
compole thele diſturbances. He then moved that an addreſs 
be prefented to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant. 
Mr, Marcus Mr. Marcus Bzzx£58rorD ſeconded the motion.——His 
. Grace the Lord Lieutenant, he ſaid, continued to delerve 
e 0 © every mark of confidence from the Houſe, by the proufs he 
daily gave that that confidence could never be miſplaced in his 
hands 3 but it was unneceſſary. for him to tay more, as he 
perceived every, gentleman eager; to declare his approbation 
of his Gtace's government ; the vigour and lenity of which 
bad been fully manifeſted in the meaſures taken to ſuppreſs the 
deluded: iofurgents oi the ſouth. | | 2 


Mr. Corry Mr. Coax ſaid he profeſſed|'the higheſt eſteem for his 
aſſcnts to Grace”s private virtues. He would even give his aſſent to the 
me * ne reſolution propoſed, as by an unanimity he wiſhed to mark his 
EY reſpeRt to the nobleman whom in private life every one ap- 


| 
| 
: 
; 
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proves; but he truſted it would not be deemed a deviation 
from that reſpect, if upon inveſtigating the proper addreſs, in 
the committee, it ſhould be found to contain any matter to 
which he could not ſubſcribe. Upon the eurſory reading it 
had received, ſome words had ſtruck his ear that he thought 
inconſiſtent. Something had been ſaid about a vigorous exe- 


cution of the laws—He had had the happineſs of being edu- 


cated in a knowledge of the laws, and had always thought that 
the vigorous execution of law was the duty of the executive 
branch of the ſtate. What! was it intended that the Houſe 
of Commons ſhould become the executive government? It 
was the duty of that Houſe to deliberate, and to form laws for 


the good of the public weal, but this was the firft time an 


idea of executive authority had ever been ſuggeſted to refide 
in that Houſe, 1 FT, 


He declared his abhorrence of the violences committed 


againſt ſome of the moſt ſacred characters in the nation. And 


pray, ſaid he, what vigorous exertions has Government made ? 
An inſignificant mob, without a leader, without money, with- 
out arms, has for a whole year violated the ſacred church, and 
diſturbed the peace of the country by the moſt ſhocking bar- 
barities. At the end, Government comes to this Houſe, to 
be thanked ſor its vigorous exertions, and to require further 
aid. What does this prove? Surely not that Government has 
been vigorous, but that it has been ſupine and unſucceſsful, 
I take, ſaid he, the earlieſt opportunity of approving and giv- 
ing credit to miniſters on beth ſides of the water, for their 
conduct in ſubmitting to parliament the navigation law latel 

paſſed, and I highly approve of the cautious manner in which 
that law is mentioned in the addreſs ; becauſe it does not pledge 
us to the approbation of a new navigation law, before the ac- 


counts of the old ones have been ſettled. I alſo approve of the 


manner in which they ſubmit the commercial treaty with 
Portugal, of a treaty with Spain, of a treaty with Ruſſia ;z— 
Why are they not brought forward alſo? And when I hear 
the linen manufacture mentioned, I cannot reftain from recol- 
lecting the breach of faith relative to the bounty on ſail- cloth, 
which, in my opinion, was an object worthy the attention of 
miniſters. However, upon the whole, I ſay, though in re- 
ſpect to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant I am for allowing the 


reſolution to paſs with unanimity, 'yet I think it neceſſary to. 


aſſign my ren ſons why 1 may hereafter, in the committee, in- 
veſtigate both the ſpeech and the addreſs. ' © 


17 


Mr. BROwN E (of the College) ſaid that he was much aſto- Mr. Browne 


niſhed at a propoſal to thank Government for their vigorous 


exertions. He had been reſident in the midſt of the Munſter 


tumults for a conſiderable time, and never had heard of theſe 
Vor., VII. B 


(of College) 


on the di- 


ſturbances. 
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vigorous exertions. He had been an attentive ſpectator of 
the diſorders, and had much means of information, and he 
would venture to ſay there never was, in any country retain- 
ing the name of government, or even of Civilization, ſuch a 
ſcene of inordinate outrage as took place in Munfler for the 
twelve months paſt: And he would alſo venture to ſay, there 
never had been, to all outward appearance, more ſupineneſs 
in any government upon any occaſion. | 
The legiſlature, he faid, fitting there, with a vain image of 
authority, thought they governed the country: But a new 
power had rifen in the land, who laughed at their edits. A 
viſionary monarch, a Captain Right, who ſeemed to have more 
real ſtrength than the legiſlature ever had. This royal Will- 
co'-th-wiſp, whom no man could catch, made laws infinitely 
more effectual, or better enforced, than thoſe of parliament. 
They were, indeed, perhaps, not perfectly reconcileable with 
the conſtitution, or with our ſafety. His firſt law was to diſ- 
arm all the Proteſtants of the country. There had been laws 
to diſarm perſons of another perſuaſion, which had been hung 
over them in terrorem, but never executed; but the law to 
diſarm Proteſtants was very thoroughly carried into execution. 
As he had not by this means ſufficiently ſupplied himſelf with 
arms and ammunition, his next. ſtep was to lay the whole 
country under contribution, to purchaſe military ſtores. - This. 
was not ſufficient, without ſecuring the permanent obedience 
of his ſubjeQs, and therefore they were bound by an oath to 
obey blindly all his laws without knowing what they might 
be. So that poſlibly all the peaſantry of Munſter might at that 
inſtant be ſworn to overturn the conttitution, and lift the horrid 
hand of treaſon againſt the throne. The acts of outrage that 
followed, he ſaid, were numberleſs and beyond meaſure ex- 
travagant—attacking private houſes, buraing corn, burying 


men up to their necks, and threatening thoſe who ſhould re- 
leaſe them till mid-day, while the timidity or diſaffection of 


magiſtrates ſuffered theſe orders to be obeyed; firing on the 
king's troops, threatening large towns, ſuch as Cork and Li- 
merick, with famine and blockade, unleſs priſoners were te- 
teaſed. The whole wore rather the appearance of a foreign 
invaſion, than inteſtine commotion, and had nothing in it to 
reſemble civil tumult but its cruelty, 

One whole claſs of men, at leaſt as meritorious as any other 


in the community, had been outlawed and gone z their 
0 


properties confiſcated to the rapine of the mob; their perſons 
endangered ; their characters vilified and aſperſed; he might 
ſafely tay that domeſtic comfort had fled the roof of every 
clergyman in Munſter, during the palt year; moſt of them, 


_ harrafſed with perpetual alarms, and tired with a conſtant ſtate 
of war, had fled to towns for protection. The towns of Mun- 


4s <4 _ 1 
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ſter wore the appearance of cities beſieged, filled with refugee: 
from the open country. Thoſe clergymen, who continued in 

their habitations, lived under military protection. So uni- 
verfal and undiſtinguithing a proſcription had not been heard of 
in modern times. How had they been protected? Where had 

been the vigorous exertions to defend them? So far the con- 

trary, that a moſt general ſuſpicion prevailed in Munſter, 

{a ſuſpicion to which, however, he did not give his affent) 

that Government encouraged theſe tuinults. Motives were 

aſſigned for their doing ſo ; he would mention them, though 

he did not mean to give them as his own opinion, One, that 

Government wiſhed to found a police- bill upon theſe diſorders z 

the other, that they wiſhed to encourage perſons of another per- 

ſuaſion in preference to the eſtabliſned church. He looked 

upon theſe ſuppoſitions as extravagant, but they had been en- 

tertained z and therefore it particularly behoved Government, 

by future exertions, to compenſate for paſt ſupineneſs. 


Mr. TRENCH faid he did not riſe to a debate, hut merely Mr. Trench. 
as an evidence from his own knowledge, that Government 
had uſed every poſſible exertion; and chough the indiſoſition 
which cauſed the abſence of the Secretary was to be regretted, 
there appeared no vacuity in Government, | f 

That in the county where he reſided the diſturbance had 
exiſted but for one day; and he could affirm that if ſimilar 
exertions had prevailed elſewhere thefe diſturbances would 
never have had place. The remitſnefs of the magiſtrates was 
indeed the real cauſe, and they indeed were culpable. 


The motion for an addreſs to the Lord Lieutenant was Motion a- 
agreed to, and a committee was appointed to draw it up. greed to, 


Several accounts and other papers were preſented. 


— . — 
Fal DAV, IAN UART 19, 1787. 


The Hon. Mr. Pon EO reported from the committee ap- xe, pm 
pointed to draw up an addrefs to his Majeſty; that they had roy. 29 
drawn up tae following addreſs, which he read in his place, 
and after delivercd in at the table, 


The humble Ab DRESss of the RnicuTs, Cirizkxs, and 
BuRGESSEs, in Parliament aſſembled, to the Kine's moſt 
Excellent MajesTy. | 


Man Gracious Sowereigns . 15 

* We, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Addreſs to 

Commons of Ireland in TER aſſembled, beg leave to ap- the King. 
2 
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proach vour throne, not only with the conſtant declarations of 
our attachment to your royal perſon, family and government, 
but with the moſt ardent and ſincere congratulations on your 
Majeſty's providentisl deliverance from the deſperate effort of 
a frantic aſſaſſin. We ſhould be dead to every ſentiment of 
loyalty and gratitude, if we could repreſs our ſolicitude for the 
life of a ſovereign whoſe reign has been endeared to us by his 
diſtinguiſhed attention to his ſubjects of this kingdom. 

« We are affected with the utmoſt concern and indignation 
at thoſe alarming and violent outrages which had ſo long diſ- 
e a part of this kingdom, and which we have in vain 

oped would have been extinguiſhed by the vigorous, yet tem- 
perate exertions of your Majeſty's government; convinced at 
the ſame time that no kingdom can riſe to proſperity but 
through the eſtabliſhment of internal peace, we are determined 
to check the progreſs of diſorder by every means in our power. 
No effort of combination or force ſhall divert our decided reſo- 
lution to ſecure the rights of all our fellow- ſubjects, and ef- 
fectually to maintain the civil and religious conſtitutions of 
the ſtate. The ſupport of the eſtabliſhed church, and of the 
reſpectable ſituation of its miniſters, is an object of the moſt 
eſſential importance, and inſeparably conneQed with the ſecu- 
rity of all our deareſt intereſts z we can never therefore be 
wanting either in attention or zeal to defend them, by inveſt- 
ing your Majeſty's government with every requiſite and ade- 
quate authority, relying upon the prudence and humanity of 
a Chief governor, whoſe amiable and ſteady virtues have entirely 
engaged our attachment and confidence, 

«© We ſhall chearfully make the neceſſary proviſions for the 
exigencies of ſtate, and the honourable ſupport of your Ma- 
jeſty's government. 

« We ſhall loſe no time in inveſtigating thoſe advantages 
which may be derived from our: enaQting of laws for the * 
ther increaſe of ſhipping and navigation. 5 

« We humbly offer our acknowledgments to your Majeſty 
for your gracious Communication of the treaty of navigation 
and commerce which your Majeſty has concluded with the 
moſt Chriſtian King, We have no doubt of the attention 
which has been ſhewn therein to our particular ſituation and 
intereſts; and we muſt be naturally anxious to adopt any 
' meaſure which, by engaging the nation in new objects of emu- 
lation and induſtry, promiſes thereby to open another ſource 
of wealth and proſperity, | SS: 

We ſhall not neglect a judicious encouragement of our 
Linen and other manuf=Qures. The Proteſtant Charter Schools 
and other public inſtitutions for charitable purpoſes will com- 
mand our attention; and we ſhall not fail in applying our- 
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ſelves to the important object of a general improvement of 
education. : ; 

« Encouraged in our endeavours for the public good by 
your Majeſty's auſpicious recommendation and patronage, we 
ſhall omit no exertions in furthering the great purpoles for 
which we are aſſembled, and conſulting he glory of your Ma- 
jeſty's reign, by ſecuring the peace of your kingdom, and exalt- 
ing its proſperity,” | | 


Mr. ConoLLy (when the third paragraph of the addreſs Mr. Conol'y 
was read) ſaid—Sir, I do not rife to move an amendment of, makes ſome 
or alteration to the reſolution as it now ſtands. But, Sir, | py ag = 
ſhall trouble the Houſe with a few obſervations on the unhappy of horns 
ſtate which it repreſents che kingdom to be in. 

Sir, I hope the gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe 
will do me the juſtice to admit, that the intereſts of the king- 
dom in general, and of the empire, have ever influenced me, 
and that they are certain of all my aſſiſtance in every meaſure 
that can tend to the preſervation of our happy conſtitution in 
church and ſtate. I look on them to be interwoven as I do 


dom. 


the intereſts of the two kingdoms. For if the conſtitution of 


Ireland in church and ſtate was ſubverted, who will not ſay, 
that England would be materially affected by it? 

Now, ſuppoſing that theſe diſturbances are as extenſive as 
have been repreſented, but I hope in God they are not—ſup- 
poſing they are as formidable as Government have repreſented 
them in their proclamations, are not the laws at preſent in be- 
ing ſufficient to reſtore order? They are abundantly fo, if 
properly enforced, And hence, Sir, my ſuſpicion is excited, 
when J behold Adminiftration attempting by inſinuation to 
eſtabliſh the neceſſity of new laws for unneceſſary purpoſes, 
or for ſomething worſe, . I am convinced that had Adminiſtra- 
tion been active, they might have checked theſe diſturbances 
in embryo. I will aſk, can any man entertain a doubt of it? 
and when they did not, what can we infer from it, but that 
there was ſeme dark deſign in ſuffering them to come to 
maturity? | 

This may ſeem to be a reflection upon our worthy Chief 
Governor—lI know him to be an honeſt man, and the friend of 
both countries, and it is not him I ſuſpe&—ir is the Admini- 
ſtration. And why do I ſuſpe& Adminiftration ? Becauſe of 
their conduct on the propoſitions; when they wiſhed to prove, 
and to have us believe, that the returned propoſitions were 
identically the fame as the origi.l ten, and were ready to pais 
them with the ſame alacrity and vigour, although every man 
in the nation was convinced that they coerced the commerce 
and invaded the conflicution of this kingdom. 
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But not to loſe more time, I will aſk the gentlemen on the 
other fide of the Houſe to explain the tendency of that para- 
graph in the addreſs ? My fears can do ro harm; but I ſhould 
be happy they were done away. I again call upon gentlemen 
for an explanation. [Here Mr. Conolly made a conſiderable 
pauſe.] No anſwer! then I take it, that my ſuſpicions are 
Jufily founded, and that no anſwer can be given. Good God, 
Sir, is it conſiſtent with ſenſe to enact new laws, before you 
try whether the old ones would anſwer the purpoſe? and this 
is the caſe, for the ſupineneſs of the magiſtrates has been ad- 
mitted on ali ſides, But, Sir, I conſider this as a meaſure 
to intimidate the Proteſtants of the kingdom, and to furnith 
a pretext for an unconſtitutional police-bill, If theſe turbu- 
lences are not exaggerated, then Government are highly cen- 


ſurable for not having prevented them/ in time; and if they 


are not, they are doubly ſo, for creating ill- founded alarms ; 
1o that in either caſe they are culpable in the extreme, and 
forfeit the conñdence of the people. =» | 
Ihe peaſantry of the ſouth, we are told, have the greateſt 
meetings ever known; nay they are in arns, as the procla- 
mations tell us. Well, why did not Government in the in- 
fancy of inſucreQion ſuppreſs it? Would not any moderate 
man be inclined to tuſpett them of miſconduR, and of abetting 
the outrages of the ſouth, when they recollected that the 
Proteſtant inſurgents in 1763 were tried for high [treaſon ? 
What is the inference to be deduced from this fact? Juft 
this : that Government were not ſo well diſpoſed to puniſh. 
Strange, indeed, that Proteſtants in 1763 ſhould be indicted 
for high treaſon, and that Catholics in 1787 ſhould be guilty 
of a higher crime, and yet only indicted ſimply for a miſde- 
meanour. Let the friends of Government reconcile this with 
the idea of ©q vigorous exertions.” Iwill no longer engroſs 
the time of the Houſe, but hope that Government will, in no 
ſhape whatever, attempt to ſubvert the liberty of the ſubject, 
or trench on the conſtitution. 8 


Mr. Long= Mr. Loncr1zLD.—vince I came up to Dublin, I begin to 
Feld ſtates doubt whether J generally reſide in the county of Cork, or 
<= wk di- not, I hear ſuch loud and numerous reports of violences, out- 
ee 9c rages and diſorders in that county, a word of which I never 
much exag- heard at home, that I begin to think I have miſtaken the place 
gerated, of my abode. But what is truly terrible in its conſequence is, 
that by the ſpeech from the throne ] ſee it is taken for granted, 
that all thots reports are true, and a ſcandalous imputation 
and reproach is thrown not only on a great and reſpectable 
county, but on a whole province: I do, therefore, think it 
my duty to ſtate to the Houſe what really is the fact, and they 
will ſee that the interpoſition of the magiſtrates alone, without 


the aid of new or ſanguinary laws, or without the interpoſi- 
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tion of the military, is ſufficient to reduce the formidable in- 
ſurgents about whom ſuch a clamour has been raiſed. 
When I went down to the county of Cork laſt ſummer, I 
found no diſturbance exiſting, though in the laſt ſeflion of 
parliament I had been told there was. I live near the town of 
 Cloynez my demeſne bounds it. The right reverend prelate 
of that dioceſe had not then applied for any military aſſiſtance, 
but lived quietly ſecure at home, in the protection of the 
neighbouring gentlemen. The firſt thing that could be called 
a diſturbance was of ſuch a kind, that I was induced to think 
Government had a hand in it. | This cauſed much noiſe in the 
houſe.] Some very reſpeQable people of Cloyne came to me, 
and told me that a bailiff belonging to the high-ſheriff had 
been ſent amongſt them, with notices to provide a quantity of 
arms and ammunition, and a number of horſes, by the fol- 
lowing Sunday, for the uſe of Captain Right. I thought it 
odd enough that a ſheriff's bailiff ſhould be employed on ſuch 
a buſineſs, and, as a magiſtrate, I ſent for him. He confeſſed 


the fact of having ferved the notices, and ſaid he was employ- ſerable and 
ed by Captain Right. I defired him to give information oppreſſed 


againſt Captain Right, which he refuſed, upon which I com- 
mitted him to gaol, returned the bills againſt him, and brought 
perſons of credit who had ſworn examinations and were ready 
to proſecute z but to my aſtoniſhment I found that the grand 
jury had thrown out the bills. I ſpoke to Mr. Kemmis, the 
crown ſolicitor, who ſaid he could do nothing without an 
order from Government, and as I was not in the habit of aſk= 
ing favours from Government, I there let the matter drop. 

This was the firſt diſturbance I had heard of; the next was 
that Captain Right ſwore ſome of the people in my neigh- 
bourhood to obſerve his regulations; yet another gentleman 
and I, attended by a ſingle ſervant, made this formidable Cap- 
tain Right a priſoner, and ſafely lodged him in gaol. Such 
being the cafe, there ought not to be a general charge of de- 
linquency againſt the county of Cork, becauſe ſome of its 
magiſtrates were ſupine, After what J have mentioned, Go- 
vernment ſent forces down to my part of the country; two of 
their officers were Engliſhmen, one a Scotchman; the people 
could not be ſuppoſed to have any very great partiality for 
them, or they for the people, yet they lived unmoleſted in 
good quarters, and never had occaſion to be called out to quell 
any diſturbance, ö 

A nobleman of great talents, knowledge, experience and 
ſagacity, had the chief command of the troops ſent into the 
province of Munſter. I wiſh we had his report, if there was 
any regular way of coming at his report; you would there ſee 
that none but the loweſt wretches, who groan under the moſt 
intolerable oppreſſions, were engaged in any diſturbance, IE 
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that noble lord was here, he would make you ſhudder at the 
account of their miſeries. | 


Sir Jamies CorTer.—T hear with very great ſurprize, that 


there are no diſturbances in the county of Cork. I came very 
lately from that county, and ſay that, to my knowledge, very 
great diſturbances do exiſt. Not more than a fortnight ago 
a gentleman in my neighbourhood received a letter, threaten- 
ing him with death if he preſumed to collect ſome ceſs that 
had been voted for the repair of a church, indeed to prevent 
its falling into ruins. The gentleman, however, muſtered 
ſome friends, and the difficulty he found ſhewed that a diſ- 
poſition to refuſe ſtill continued. 

In Cork, very lately, fourteen houſes were broke open, the 
owners were fired upon and wounded, and their goods were 
plundered. Do not the gentlemen call this outrage ? Either 
thoſe diſturbances do exiſt, or they do not; if they do exiſt, 
Government is not to blame for endeavouring to ſuppreſs 
them; if they do not exiſt, then the magiſtrates »re not to 
blame for permitting them. I will not ſay that ſome of the 
magiſtrates have not been ſupine, and ſome have been intimi- 
dated; but the fact is, that part of the county where the diſ- 
turbances have been moſt violent, and moſt frequent, is thin 
of magiſtrates, and perhaps ſome have been baſe enough to 
connive at the exceſſes, in hopes of raifing their rents, by add- 
ing the clergy's ſhare to what they now receive, Upon the 
whole, I think there are ſtrong reaſons for the interference of 
parliament, and therefore I vote for the addreſs. 


Mr. Waxgen (of the county of Cork) ſaid he roſe as far 
as in his power to enforce what had fallen from the laſt henour- 
able gentleman. If ever there was a time when the interpoſi- 
tion of parliament was neceſſary, it was the preſent, He had 


been an eye witneſs to the violences of the deluded people. 


Mr, Pery. 


The honourable gentleman [Mr. Longfield] who has a great 
eſtate, and lives in the midft of his tenants, with a number of 
ſervants and dependants about him, might feel no apprehen- 
ſion; but he, who had but a ſmall fortune and few ſervants, 
had not, he faid, for nine months laſt paſt gone; to bed a ſingle 
night that he was ſure of riſing in the morning with life, He 
then related to the Houſe an account of his having once been 
fired at by the inſurgents, and of his being ſtopped by a num- 
ber of arined men, who, as a very great favour, ſuffered him 


to depart unhurt. Upon the whole, he did not pretend to 


ſay whether the laws or the magiſtrates were defective; but 
he thought the ſubject worth inveſtigating. 

Mr. Pz« ſaid he was very ſorry he had it not in his power 
to ſpeak of the tranquillity of the county in which he lived, 
in the ſame terms that the honourable gentleman [Mr. Long - 
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eld] had done. Meetings had been held, and a magiſtrate 
nad been aſſaulted in the execution of his duty. He obſerved, 
that whatever was ſaid in that Houſe ought to be expreſſed with 


the moſt guarded caution, as an indiſcreet word might prove 
highly injurious to the country. 


25 


Mr. Ux Ack obſerved that the barony in which Mr. Mr. Uaiacke 


Longfield lives, was more exempt from diſturbance than the 


reſt of the county of Cork, from the circumſtance of its being 


better inhabited, and containing a greater number of perſons 


of rank and opulent people than any other barony in that 
county, or almoſt any other of the ſame extent in Ireland; 


this he thought neceſſary to ſay, leſt the inſurgents, hearing it 


reported that it had been ſaid in parliament that no diſturbances 
exiſted, might be unfortunately led to ſuppoſe that parliament 
thought ſlightly of the matter. 


Mr. Cur RAN.— Had this addreſs been, as all addreſſes that 
] have ever read or heard were, compoſed of unmeaning ſtuff, 
I ſhould not riſe to ſpeak to it. But, Sir, it is an addreſs that 
tends to inſpire the mind of the Chief Governor with indigna- 
tion for the wretched people of this country—an addreſs tend- 
ing to impreſs the father of his people with the idea of their 
being in open revolt to divert the royal mind from liſtening to 
the complaints of afflicted ſubjects, or alleviating their miſeries. 
I cannot give my conſent to ſuch groſs invective. To fay it 
is neceſſary is only adding irony to invective. 


But you wiſh to compliment his Grace—and do you No; 


you praiſe him for the exertion of force that was never exerted; 
and if you ſuppoſe it exerted, you muft confeſs yourſelf diſ- 


appointed in your expectations of it; and ſurely this can be no 


compliment, 

Sir, this country has been repreſented as in a ſtate little 
ſhort of open rebellion, As ſubjeQts of the country, it is the 
buſineſs of all gentlemen to a0 e the real ſtate of the caſe, 
and if ever there was a time when party bias ſhould be thrown 
aſide, it is the preſent, And we ſhould not brand the nation 
in the addreſs with words of courſe. 

Sir, when you ſpeak of popular diiturbances, you ſhould 
ſearch for the ſource of them—the people are oppreſſed, and 
before you pour the laſt drop into the veſſel, and cauſe the 
waters of bitterneſs to overflow on them, conſider well what 
you are about, If the repreſentatives of the nation have been 
remiſs, if the magiſtrates throughout the kingdom have crimi- 
nally been ſupine, lay the blame at the right door ; ceaſe to 
utter idle complaints of inevitable effects, when you your- 
ſelves have been the cauſes. Sir, the man who would fay, 
that the conſtitution in church and ftate was in danger, from 
the ſimple iaſurrection of a parcel of peaſants, without, order, 
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without a head, without a leader, undiſciplined, unarmed, 
or only partially ſo, I would not take to be a very wiſe man; 
and the man who would ſay fo from any thing, fave an error 
in judgment, I would not take to be either a wiſe or an honeſt 


man. What, Sir, is the tendency of this paragraph ? Why, | 


Sir, it is to create Civil diſcord between ſubject and ſubjet— 
to arm the hand of one man againft another ! | 

It is unuſual with me, Sir, to offer any captious oppoſition, 
My oppoſition to this part of the addreſs is not of this nature. 
J have in my breaſt a feeling, Sir, which will not ſuffer me to 
hear the cry of public calamity interpreted as the ſhout of 
rebellion; and this is now attempted to be done, You have 
no rebellion, Sir, creſting her head in.the nation. But a deli- 
berate ſcheme is ſaid to be on foot, for the extirpation of the 
proteſtant religion, and of the conſtitution, Were it the caſe, 
Sir, I ſhould expend the laſt drop of my blood in defence of 
both; but, Sir, it is not the fact. And I will tell gentlemen 
the cauſes from whence the preſent diſturbances originated. 
An idea has been diffeminated, but I hope in God it will never 
take root, that though a man labours, he is not entitled to 
enjoy the emoluments of his labour and induſtry ; and it is 
laid to be the caſe, but I hope without juſtice. Sir, the 
patience of the people has been totally exhauſted ; their griev- 
ances have long been the empty ſong of this Houſe, but no 
productive effect has ever yet followed. But it may be aſked 
what are the grievances of the people? Why, one is non- 
reſidence of the [and-holders. By their abſence the unfortu- 
nate tenant becomes ſubject to the tyranny of an intermediate 
landlord—and when this matter came before you, what did 
you do? Why, you denied the exiſtence of the grievance, 
and refuſed redreſs. You are deprived, by the non-reſident 
landholder, of your ſpecie—your gold and filver—but this 


is not the worſt of the miſchief. Every incentive to order, 


or induſtry is withdrawn—and hence one great reaſon for the 
reſent diſturbances, | 

ls it any wonder that the wretches whom woeful and long 
experience has taught to doubt, and with juſtice to doubt, the 
attention and relief of the legillature—wretches, that have 
the utmoſt difficulty to keep life and ſoul together, and who 
muſt inevitably perith, if the hand of afliſtance is not ſtretch- 
ed out to them ſhould appear in tumult ? No, Sir, it is not. 
Unbound xo the ſovereign. by any proof of his affection— 
unbound to government by any inſtance of its protection 
unbound to the country, or to the foil, by being deſtitute 
of any property in it, *tis no wonder that the peaſantry ſhould 
be ripe for rebellion and revolt—ſo far from being matter of 
furprize, it mutt uaturally have been expected. 
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Will any man dare to ſay, that there is a ſingle man of 
property, a ſingle man of conſequence, connected with the 
inſurgents? Or that any ſuch men afford them ſupport ? 
No; and with what juſtice then can the paragraph ſtand in 
the addreſs ? | 

When a body of men ſtood forward, in the moment of 
general conſternation and diſmay—in that perilous moment, 
'when it was a queſtion, whether you ſhould long fit as a 
Houſe of Commons, government was unable to defend you 
—they, the Volunteers, defended you; and to be ſure you 
held out a good encouragement to loyalty ! What did you do? 
You thanked them firft, and diſmiſſed them afterwards, This 
was attended with the bleſſed effects we are now witneſſes of. 
—Fired with honeſt indignation, they withdrew themſelves 
from the ſervice of their country, and letc it expoſed to all 
the conſequences of inteſtine commotion. It is true, you 
taiked of ſubſtituting a militia-bill—but, Sir, this was a mere 
farce, to amuſe for the preſent moment—and you ſhould not 
have deprived the country of one tupport, until you had 
actually ſupplied her with another. 

You were called on, Sir, tolemnly called on for a proper 
reformation in the repteſentation of the people; did you grant 
it? No; and how does it at prefeat ſtand ? Why, Sir, ſeats 
in this Houſe are bought and ſold, They are, Sir, ſet up to 
public ſale; theygare become an abſolute article of commerce, 
a traffic of he is, And, Sir, I have a doubt, whe- 
ther, if a member of this Houſe thould become a bankrupt, 
that his feat in this afſembly would not be claimed by his 
allignees, as a part of his property ? And whether they might 
not put it up to public cant? 

Sir, the legal and conſtitutional idea is that a member 
ſhould reprefent his conſtituents by virtue of the property he 
has.—Now members for theſe ſaleable rotten boroughs repre- 
ſent their. conſtituents, or the people, by virtue of the pro- 
perty which they have ngt—for they repreſent them in virtue 
of the two thouſand pounds which they give the proprietor 
for his ſeat. Nothing then can be more clear than that they do 
not repreſent the people in virtue of the property they have. 

And certainly as they bave bought the people for a ſum of 
money, it is natural they ſhould fell them—and ſo they do! 
and make the moſt they can of the bargain. The mandate of 
a borough-monger can return any man—however, contempti- 
ble—however obnoxious, into this Houte—and | alk any man 
ſhould this be tolerated ? - ye 

But, Sir, there is a race in this country between public 
prodigality and connivance. Prodigality is every where to be 
leen, and connivance affords it the means of exiſtence, and 
Hence the race between public prodigality and public conni- 
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vance—and the fact of their both keeping pace together.— 
I do not blame a certain right honourable gentleman, [Mr. 
Oide] I ſee him look grave at what I ſay. I am ſure he feels 
it with regret. Sir, that right honourable gentleman knows, 
that the people have no power of controul over their repre- 
ſentatives; and what is the conſequence ? Why, it is in the 
power of a few borough-mongers to impede the neceffary 
motions of government to obſtruct the neceſſary buſineſs of 
the nation! And hence, Sir, expectants and demandants 
muſt be gratified with places and penſions, or we ſhould have 
in fact no government! and hence are the people victims! I 
know what I ſay may be offenſive to many gentlemen—indivt- 
dually and perfonally, I have as much reſpe& for them perhaps 
as any man can have—but private reſpect muſt give way to 
public neceſſity. 

But unleſs ſomething is done, what will be the end of all 
this? Why government will be neceſſitated, at length, to 
Imitate the policy of Henry the 7th, who broke the neck of 
an abominable ariſtocracy, and cauſed the property they had 
accumulated to cirtulate amongſt the people. But in this 


caſe it would only be reſtoring to the people their own pro- 


perty, the right of election. 

Nor are the evils I ſpeak of ſeen in theory only, but in 
practice. You have now, Sir, near one hundred thouſand 
pounds on your penſion-liſt; and this ſhauld ſurprize and 
alarm every man who is not dead to the real ſubjects of ſur- 
prize and alarm. 7 | | 

The peaſantry had formed hopes of relief, and will you, 
Sir, daſh the cup of comfort, or ſnatch the bread of hope 


from the mouth of affliction? people when oppreſſed though 


oppreſſed by law, will make repriſal and thele, Sir, are the 
real cauſes of diſturbance. | 

I, Sir, have been a reſident of this county, ſpoken of as in 
open infurrection, and fince gentlemen are in the habit of 
ſpeaking of themſelves, I ſhall do myſelf the ſame honoar. 
Sir, I could not perceive any of the outrages ſpoken of, and 
Jam certain that they were nothing more than the offspring 
of the moit abject miſery. They were all forlorn wretches, 
who, were they inclined to become danglers, and to pin them- 
ſelves to the petticoat of Adminiſtration, ſo poor, ſo naked 
are they, that Adminiſtration would not find on them a rag 
whereby to pin them to their petticoat. 

Sir, Lhe a family, and if I thought the accounts of diſ- 
turbances faithful and unexaggerated, can it be fairly ſuppoſed 
I would wiſh to with-hold proteQtion from them ? But in ſuch 
a light do | hold inſurrection, whatever provocatives might have 
been to it, that as a counſel I refuſed to be concerned tor two 
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5 two men charged with the crime and this I think ſhould enti- 
IE tle me to a little credit. 


Still, Sir, I can ſee no neceſſity for creating a dictatorſſip 
in the perſon of our Chief Governor. Do we not poſſeſs 
the means of puniſhing any crime that may be committed 
againſt ſociety ? Will any man hold out ſuch an incentive to 
rebellion, as to fay we do not? The inſurreQion, Sir, 1s not 
ſo great, The man who ſays it is, deſpairs of the common- 
wealth, and I inſiſt that there is nothing in the preſent times 
that will juſtify a departure from the ordinary proceedings, and 
eſtabliſbed forms of government. | 

Sir, the ſupineneſs of the magiſtrates, and the low tate of 
the commiſſions of the peace throughout the kingdom, but 
particularly in the county of Cork, are the things that ſhould 
be rectified. At the laſt aſſizes there, I prevailed on two un- 
worthy magiſtrates, Butler and Wogan, to reſign their com- 
miſſions, which they had abuſed, by freeing them from a pro- 
ſecution. | 


A ſyſtem of vile jobbing, Sir, is one of the misfortunes of 


this country—it extends even to commiſſions of the peace — 


how elſe can the report of the four and twenty commitlions of 


the peace ſent down to the county of Clare in one poſt (I 


don't mention it as a faQ,) be accounted for ?—Even the 
appointment of ſheriffs are notoriouſly, in the hands of. 
government; and through jobbing, ſheriffs themſelves cannot 
be truſted—two ſheriffs ran away laſt year with executions 
in their pockets—and the late high ſheriff of the county of 
Dublin has abſconded. | | @ | 
Diſorders ſhould be remedied—but in that remedy, do not 
pronounce a ſentence of excommunication againſt the people, 
Suppoſe all the people of Ireland ſhall come to your houſe, 
and tell you, "they were aggrieved and wanted redreſs, let me 
aſk you, what would you fay ? 
are waiting with patience for your decifion—waiting quietly, 
with their hands before them nen, Whoſe influence may 
make inſurrection dreadful—indeed, we have a moſt elegant 
cuſtom-houſe, and for, what ? To afford palaces for the ſer- 
vants of the crown. One palace has been built in it, and I 
underſtand it was a matter of contention, that there were not 
two. All this is jobbing—and now I am given to underſtand, 
that palaces muſt bebo for all the officers of police, under 
the deſcription of reſident-houſes. | 


I have read the hiſtory of other nations, and I have read 


the hiſtory of yours; I have ſeen how happily you emerged 


from inſignificance, and obtained your conſtitution. But 
when you waſhed this conſtitution with the waters which were 
to render it invulnerable, like tae mother of Achilles, you for- 
got, that the part by which you held it was untouched in the 


as = 


\ 


Many independent men, 


29 


36 PARLIAMENTARY Iv. , . 


emerſion; it was benumbed, and not rendered in vulnerable; 
and therefore it ſhould attract your niceſt care, . 
You may talk of commerce extending—of a freedom of 
trade, but what in God's name, have they to do with the 
wretched pealantry ?*—and when the peaſantry complain, and 
when I hear ſuch language, I conſider it as a ſolemn and an 
exulting mockery. | 
But let me examine what government has done to ſuppreſs | 
thoſe diſturbances ? they tent down the Crown Solicitor to 


Cork! and was the Crown Solicitor a perſon to quell rebel- Hh. 
lion? They ſent down four hundred ſoldiers! was it to fugal | 

for the body of rebels? if it was nat, where are the conqueſts H. 
they made ? But what did both ſolicitor and army do? They 
1mpannelled twelve of the wretches to try a thirteenth—they * 


found him guilty, and they whipped him through the town 
at a cart's tail !—for ſhame ! for ſhame ! ceaſe thus to expoſe 
the King's government to the ridicule of the whole world !— 


by this trumpeting of alarm, when ſuch is the only founda- 0 
tion for it. | 
I have on a former day oppoſed attachments; but I think h 


thoſe magiſtrates who have negleRed their duty, ſhould and 

ought to be attached; and that it would be a better meaſure, 

than to augment the offences, or our criminal code, already 0 
toe numerous. : 


He concluded by moving the following amendments : 4 
To the ſecond paragraph of the addreſs, by inſerting be- A 
dae tween the word Aiagdem and the word and, the following words: 
— 8 Though it is 4 great conſolation 1 us to think that theſe out- Wi 
| rages have nat originated in any dijaffetion in your Maj-fly*s ſub- 4 la 
| jects of- this kingdom to your Majeſty's government, or to any 
concerted defign of diſturbing our preſent happy conſtitution either 2 
in church or ſiate, but they had been wholly confined to ſome indi- Meg. 
widuals of the weſt claſs of the people, wheiſe extreme indigence ** 
and diſtreſi, may be the occaſion, though tbey cannot be a "ame tag 48 
of ſuch illegal proceedings 3 and it is a further conſalatian to us 6 
4% know, that the ordinary powers of the law now in being "i 
are fully adequate, if duly exerted, to puniſh and refirain ſuch ue 
exceſſes. Fi he 
To the third paragraph, by adding after the word gower u- hi 
rig oy Free ment the following words: At the jam? lime we humbly beg 5 


agtaph. leave 10 repreſent to your Majeſty, that the public expences of thi: 
* cauntry eee to 4 degree ſs far beyond the abiitty of Wo v 
the people to bear, that we feel ourſelves called upon by Fur duly n e 

Io cur Confiituen's to reduce thoſe expences by every made of re- 
frenchment, conſiſtent with ſuch hunawable and neceſſury ſupper? 

to your Majeſty's government, within ſuch limits as may be com- 


patible with the very exhauſted reſources of a diſtreſſed perylie, 


L. "3 . 
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.d we di not doubt of having wour Majeſty's gracious apprebu- 
. of a meaſure ſo eſſential to the commercial hopes of your king- 
„e Ireland, as well as conducive to the permanent peace and 


roſperity of this kingdom. | 


And the queition being put, that the words propoſed to 
e added ſtand part of the ſaid paragraphs, it palled in the 
egatlve. 


_ 


Reſolved, nem. cen. That the ſaid paragraphs ſtand part of 


ZE 


Mr. Wha- 
ley. 


Addreſs te 
the Lord 
Lieutenant. 


a 


he ſaid addreſs. 
Mr. WAL Ex reported from the committee appointed to 

8 draw up an addreſs of thanks to his Grace the Lord Lieute- 

M ant, for his excellent ſpeech to both Houſes of Parliament, 

y hat they had drawn up the following addreſs ; which he read 

n n his place, and after delivered 1n at the table. | 

le : | 

— To his Grace ChARLESs, Duke of Rour LAND, Lord 

1= Lieutenant General, and General Governor of Ireland: 

1k he humble AppRESS of the Knicwrs, CIT IZ ENS, and 
1d BurGessEs, in Parliament aſſembled: 

g «© May it pleaſe yeur Grace, 

ly « We, his Majeſty's moſt dutifal and loyal ſubjects, the 

ommons of Ireland, in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave hum- 
bly to return your Grace our fincere thanks for your ſpeech 

'©- rom the throne. 5 3 
205 * It is with the moſt ſincere pleaſure we embrace this freſh 
n pportunity of renewing to your Grace our moſt cordial aſ- 
<= urance of duty and attention to your perſon, and of repeating 
ur high ſenſe of your virtues, our warm approbation of your 
ber race's adminiſtration, and the gratitude we owe to his Ma- 
di- eſty for continuing in the government of this kingdom a no- 
4 leman who has rendered himſelf fo deſervedly beloved by the 
_ ation, | | | 

wy With equal concern and indignation we have obſerved the 
my ontinuance of thoſe commotions and ourrages in ſome parts of 

«c0 ic Kingdom which tend to diſgrace the character and injure 

he credit of the nation, and are deſtructive of all the benefics 

„u- hich might ariſe from the bleſſings of internal good order, 
beg nd the {ſpirit of induſtry. 
this * Your Grace may reſt aſſured of our determined reſolution 
y of s vindicate the laws from inſult and violation, and to inſure 
duly n effectual protection to ſociety. 

2 Our unitorm regard for the rights of all our fellow ſub- 
bert eds, and our zealous. attachment to the religious and civil 
en- onſtitutions of our country, convince us of the ſtrong nece(-' 
le. ty to guard and protect their inſeparable intereſts from every 


5 


of our Linen and other manufaQtures, to the Proteſtant Char- 
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attack of combination and violence, and confirm our inflexible 
zeal to ſupport the eſtabliſhed church, and the reſpeQable fitu- 
ation of its miniſters. | E 
<< Relying upon the wiſdom and juſtice of your Grace's 
adminiſtration, we ſhall moft chearfully provide for the exi- 
gencies of the ſtate, and the honourable ſuppert of his Ma- 
jeſty's government. ; 
*© We fhall proceed, without delay, to inveſtigate the 
means of further increaſing our ſhipping and navigation, and 
to frame ſuch laws as may be productive of that beneticial 
_ | rag 1 | 
We beg leave to expreſs our acknowledgments to your 
Grace for the information which, by his Majeſty's commands, 
you have fignified to us of a treaty of navigation and com- 
merce concluded between his Majeſty and the moſt Chriſtian 
King. We look with true ſatisfaction to this as an opening by 
which the induſtry and emulation of his Majeſty's ſubjects may 
in this kingdom be encouraged and promoted. 
« We ſhall pay evety attention to the due encouragement 


ter-ſchools, and other public inſtitutions for. charitable pur- 
poſes. An enlarged and liberal ſyſtem for the general im- 
provement of education deſerves and will command our 
earneſt conſidertion and furtherance. A 

„»The wiſhes expreſſed by your Crace for the welfare of t 
this country, firengthened by your longer reſidence among us, 
cannot fail to excite in us the warmeſt ſenſations of attach- 
ment; and we beg leave moſt humbly to aſſure your. Grace, 0 
that a longer acquaintance with your Grace's principles and d 
virtues afford us the beſt- founded expectations, that his Ma- ke 
jeſty's earneſt deſire to promote and ſecure the happineſs 
and proſperity of Ireland can never have a fairer proſpect of Wl f. 
being carried into effect than under the auſpices of your 5 


Grace's government. * fu 


Mr. SecxeTary OR PDE informed the Houſe, that his ci 
Grace the Lord Lieutenant having been waited upon, pur- 
ſuant to order, to know his Grace's pleaſure when he will 
be attended with the addreſſes to his Majeſty and to his Grace, of 
hath _ ' pleaſed to appoint to-morrow, at half paſt three ſa 
o'clock, | : | 


— r 


# 
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SATURDAY, January 20, 1787, 
The SyraKeR reported that the Houſe had attended his The Speak- 


Grace the Lord Lieutenant with the addreſs to his Majeſty, *. 
and that his Grace was pleaſed to return the anſwer follow- 


ing: | 
a « 1 will forthwith tranſmit this dutiful and loyal addreſs The Lord 
al to be laid before his Majeſty.“ Licutenant's 
% anſwer. 
ur The SrraxkER alſo reported that he had preſented the The Speak - 
s, addreſs of thanks to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, for his ©* 


moſt excellent ſpeech to both Houſes of Parliament, and that 
his Grace was pleaſed to return the anſwer following: 


] return you my cordial thanks for this addreſs. My The Lord 


ay fincete regard for the welfare and happineſs of Ireland ſhall at Lieutenam''s 
all times continue to be. manifeſted by my full exertion of awer. 
ent thoſe powers with which the laws inveſt me, for the ſuppreſ- 
ar- ſion of outrage and diſorder, the encouragement of peaceful 
ur- induſtry, the protection of the eſtabliſned church, and the 
im- maintenance of the conſtitution.“ : | 
our 
The public accounts and other official papers uſually laid 
e of before the Houſe; were ordered. | 
us,; | : 
ich- Sir EDwaRD Cor rox moved, that there be a general Sir Edward 
ace, call of the Houſe on Tueſday ſe'nnight, and that the Speaker Crofton. 
and do write circular letters to the members, requiring their at- 


tendance. | \ 


The SoLictToR GENERAL ſaid he could ſee no neceſſity The Solici- 
for writing circular letters, ſuch a meaſure might excite alarm: vor General, 
he had no objection to the call, and hoped it would cauſe a 
full attendance without any ſuch extraordinary meaſure as 
circular letters, > 


Sir EDwaRD CRoFTON replied, that in his opinion there Sir Edward 
never was a more important occaſion for calling the attendance Crofton. 
of members z the ſpeech from the throne contained matter 
ſufficient to alarm every man. 


Mr. OapE.— The honourable baronet has aſſigned the very Mr. Orde. 
reaſon why circular letters are unneceſſary for if, as he ſays, . 
the ſpeech is ſufficient to alarm the members of this Houſe, . 
then the notoriety of the ſpeech, with a call, will be ſuffi- 


m to cauſe a full attendance without ſending circular 
etters. 


Mr. ConoLLy,—No one will deny that we are in a very be. Conole 
delicate ſituation z for if we are to enter into the different I 
Vor. VII. C 


Mr. Corry 
thinks new 
laws unne · 


ec ſſary. 


Mr. Co- 
nolly moves 
a writ for 
Oid Leigh · 


* lin. 


The Attor- 


pey Genera] 
oppoles 
iſſuing the 
Writs 
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ſubjects mentioned in the ſpeech, and to inveſtigate the treaty © 


of commerce, in my apprehenſion there never was a time 
when there was ſo much danger of a miſunderſtanding be- 
tween the two countries, and which called ſo loudly for the 
united wiſdom of every man in parliament to prevent ſuch a 
misfortune. It is true, on the other fide, without any ſum- 
mons, gentlemen are already ranked and ranged ; but on 
this ſide it is neceſſary to call them to the ſervice of their 
country. = | 


Mr. Corry ſaid he joined in opinion with gentlemen who 
thought a full actendance neceſſary, not that he thought it at 
all neceſſary to make new laws for the ſuppreſſion of inſurgents, 
but vigorouſly to enforce the old; diſturbances had not been 
confined to Munſter, they had diſgraced the North, and 
threatened infinite miſchief to the nation; the right honoura- 
ble ſecretary was therefore called upon to exert himſelf imme- 
diately, as by vigilance and activity he might gain infinite 
credit, and preſerve the peace of the country. 


Mr. Cox oLLVY moved, that the Speaker do rfſue his writ 
to the Clerk of the Crown, for the election of a member to 
ſerve in parliament for the borough of Old Leighlin, in the 
room of Lord Luttrell, now Earl of Carbampton. - | 


The ATToRnetey GENERAL,—When this ſubject was 
mentioned yeſterday, 1 did object to the iſſue of the writ, as 
the noble lord has not yet taken his ſeat in the other houſe. 
J underſtand that. in a day or two he will take his ſeat, and 
then the writ may iſſue. I will not ſay that if the writ 


of ſummons ifſues to call him up to the other houſe, and 


he negleQs to obey, we ſhould not iffue the writ to the Clerk 
of the Crown. Every one recolleQs the proceedings on the 
election of Sligo, when the Houfe, by a precipitate conduct, 
found itſelf reduced to the diſgraceful neceſſity of taking the 
return off ths file. Now ſuppoſe ſome perſon ſhould diſpute 
the legitimacy of the noble lord, and claim the Earldom of 
Carhampton, would not the Houie be extremely ſorry it had 
iſſued its writ before the late Earl was interred, or the preſent 
had taken his ſeat in the upper houſe? _ 

I know that my right honourable friend would not muck 
like to have a peerage inflicted on him. Suppole, however, 
fuch a thing was to take place, and that 1 thould immediately 
rife and move a writ to iſſue, for. electing a member for the 
county of Londonderry, alledging, that he, as a diſabled 
commoner, could no longer fit in this Houſe, I defire to know 
how he would like ſuch treatment? and 1 hope he will 
allow che fame incaſure of kindneſs that he expects from 


© Others. 
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Mr. Buxcn, (of Oldtown)—I underſtand that the reaſon Mr. Burgh 
of oppoſing the iſſuing of the Speaker's writ is, that the legi- urges, the ; 
timacy of the noble earl may be diſputed ; they might as well FS mm 0 
have at once ſuppoſed that the late earl is not dead; but if .“ 
ſuppoſition be urgent, I may as well ſuppoſe that the preſent 

carl has abjuted his religion and turned Roman Catholic, and 

thereby vacated his ſeat; or that he has turned whiteboy, and 

by high treaſon (I beg pardon, by a mitdemeanor) forfeited 

his ſeat 3 or that he is a woman, and put him into Pope Joan's 

chair. As far as J underſtane, in caſes ſimilar, the writ Las 

never been refuſed; and upon this principle, that the Houſe A 
ought to be always full, Now ſuppoſing, ſince ſuppoſing is 

the faſhion—ſuppole the preſent prime miniſter of England, 

by the death of the Earl of Chatham, or any other accident, 

ſhould ſucceed to a peerage, by the rule now about to be eſta- 

bliſhed he may remain a commoner juſt fo long as ſuits his con- 

e venience, and then retire. | 


A converſation now took place; man precedents were 
quoted on either fide. 


SERJEANT Fi TZGERAL D ſaid, this application is made to Serjeant 

* the diſcretion of the Houſe; in exerciſing that diſcretion the Fizgerald 
Houſe ſhould regulate itſelf by thoſe principles which pre- id pe 
vail in analogous cates—in caſes of double returns, where che e, 2 

as injury to the repretented is equal to any that can occur in the 

as Wl preſent. The Houſe will not permit an election to be made 

ſe, until fourteen days after the returns are brought in, becauſe 

nd if the member doubly elected ſhould before that time be per- 

rit mitted to make choice, he might happen to fit under an election 

nd that might afterwards be annulled. I perfectly remember the 

rk Sligo cate. The borough was declared vacant—the member 

the returned having been permitted to make his election before the 

ct, expiration of fourteen days a new writ iſſued a new elecion 

the was had, and a new member returned. Shortly after a petition 

ute was preferred, complaining of the return for which the elec- 

1 Of tion had been permitted to be made, and the return was de- 

had clated void. The Houle was relieved from the embatraſſment 

ſent by the death of the member who had been intermediately re- 
turned for dligo, but was fo alarmed at the monſtrous abſur- 

uch dity of the pteceeding, ard the conſequences that might have 

ver, tlowed from ſuch premature indulgence, that a very reſpeQa- ., 

tely ble member, who was unanimoutly elected for the county of 

the Carlow, though his many amiable and convivial qualities gave 

bled him every claim to the indulgence of the Houſe, was not 

now WE pcruicted to make his election for that county until after the 

2 tourteen days pointed out by the ſtatute, becauſe he was alſo 

rom 


returned for a borough. The legiſlature, in the ſtatute alluded 
C2 | 


for a very few days to a defeQtve repreſentation, than incur the 
irconveniencies | have recited : by that ſtatute the Speaker is 
enabled to iſſue his warrant for a new election in thoſe caſes 
only where the return has been fifteen days made, and therefore 
by every rule of law and found diſcretion (poſſible inconveni- 


ence in caſes of double returns, or returns not hfteen days 


upon the whole, the Houſe ſhould in this caſe withhold its 
Alſent, at leaſt for the time which it has preſcribed to itſelf in 
cafes of double returns, and the cafes provided for by the 
ſtatute referred to. 


Mr.Cenally. Mr. Conor ry inſiſted upon dividing the Houſe, when there 
appeared in ſupport of his motion, That the Speaker do 
iſſue his warrant to the Clerk of the Crown, to return a member 
to ſerve in parliament for the borough of Old Leighlin, &c.” 


Ayes - = 2 Noes = Bt 
The Houſe adjourned 'till Tueſday. 


— ISu—rrns 


TuesDay, JANUARY 23, 178). 
Several accounts, returns, &c. &c. were preſented to the 


ment of the ſetlion. | 


Mr, Corry, Mr. Conax obſerved, that the honour of having revived 
the practice, which for many years had ſlept, of laying the 
eſtimates of the national expences for the ſucceeding year be- 
fore parliament, was due to the predeceſſor in office of the 

\ preſent Chancellor of the Exchequer; and from the known 

integrity of him whom he now addreſſed, he hoped that prac- 

tice would be ſtill maintained, as it muſt be highly beneficial 
to the kingdom. | 


The Chan- The Cuanciatior or THE Excurquesr aſſured him, 
cellor of the that as it was his duty, it was alſo his inclination to lay before 
Exchequer. the Houſe every document that could inform gentlemen, or 
tend to public advantage. : 
He then moved, that the Houſe do forthwith take the 
ſpeech from the throne into conſideration, and that a ſupply 
be granted to his Majeſty. 


Theſe motions, together with the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech, 
were referred to the committee of ſupply, which was ordered 
to lit to-morrow, | 
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to ſeems to have declared its opinion, that it is better to ſubmit 


ence in the preſent caſe being equal to the poſſible inconveni- 


made) the Houſe ſhall adopt the ſame conduct. Therefore, | 


* Houſe, and ſeveral others ordered, as uſual at the commence - 
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Mr. Geirriru.— Though the old practice of parliament Me. Griffith 


has been to go into an examination, and redreſs of grievances, wiſhes for 


before any ſupply has been voted, yet l entertain too much fzg ct 
reſpect for government to take that method. However, | think giſturbances. 
the ſpeech from the throne contains ſuch a variery of important 

matter, that its ſeveral parts require to be taken into ſpecial 
conſideration. I own I did hope to have heard, even before 

this day, ſome meaſure ſuitable to the dignity of this Houſe, 


and the circumſtances of the country, propoſed for quelling 


the diſturbances in the ſouth. We are told in the ſpeech, and 


we read in the news- papers of tumults and diſorders in that 


part of the kingdom; and without any enquiry into the 3 


we have pledged ourſel ves to take effectual ſteps aguinſt than. 
Surely, then, it is neceſſary to inveſtigate and meet the evil, 
which without inquiry we can never redreſs, except we ſup- 
poſe that the treaſury bench have ſome kind of intuitive know- 
ledge by which they can underſtand the cauſe and conſequences 
of facts ariſing in a diſtant place, without taking the pains of 
enquiring into them. : | 
I, Sir, belong to no party in this Houſe. I will not praiſe 
miniſters for exertions which I have not witneſſed ; nor blame 
them for the moderation which I have heard condemned. If I 
ſpeak of their conduct, I muſt ſay, that all men in power de- 
ſerve praiſe, who act with moderation; but we are altogether 
ſo much in the dark as to the riots, that without enquiry it 
would not be very wiſe or very dignified in the Houſe to un- 
dertake any thing, much leſs to enact new laws, *cill we know { 
the preſent are inſufficient. | 
If I can avoid it, I ſhould not think it very becoming in me 
to move for a committee to enquire into the cauſes of the dit- 
turbances in the ſouth: I rather hope to draw ſome aniwer 
from the treaſury bench, that they will early take up the ſub- 
jet, and ſee whether ſome alteration in the preſent ſyſtem of 
things is not neceſſary, One gentleman ſays, that for nine 
months paſt he has known of no whiteboys in the county of 
Cork, and that it is only in Dublin and in the news-papers 
they are mentioned, —Even the news- papers do not agree 
they ſeem under ſome very improper influence. In one paper jmpropriety 
the country is deſcribed as one ſcene of riot and confulion z in of continu- 
another, all is peace, But of news-papers | muſt ſay, that by ing procia- 
the proclamations that are publiſhed in them, and which are n 
kept in for years, in order to make the fortunes of ſome indi- pers. . 
viduals, the kingdom is ſcandalized and diſgraced through all 
the nations of the world where our news- papers are read. 
The proclamations are a libel on the country tapes, robberies, 
murders, aſſaſſinations, painted out with every circumfanc: of 
horror and diſgrace, are the conſtant theme of our proclamati- 
ons; no other nation in the world is ſo unwiſe z—was any of- 


— 


The Chan- 
cellot of the 
Exchequer. 
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fender ever taken up in conſequence of ſuch publications? And 
are they not rather a warning to offenders to change their ſitu- 
ation and appearance? I did hope from what a right honoura- 
ble gentleman ſaid laſt year, that this abuſe would have been 
redrefſed— but miniſters have not deigned to give any anſwer 
on the ſubjeR. . 8 


TheCnaxcerion or THE ExcurqQuer.—ThoughlT am 
exceedingly averſe to take up the time of the Houſe, yet 1 
think myſelf called upon to give the horourable gentleman 
that anſwer which he fays has not been deigned, but which ! 
alwavs feel 2 pleaſure in giving him —happy if it proves to 
his ſatis faction. | 3 

In queſtions of very great moment, and where there is no 
difference of opinion, I ſubmit to the honourable gentleman, 


that it may be unwiſe to diſcuſs the ſubject until it is fairly be- 


fore the Houſe Such a queſtion is that concerning the mode 
of ſuppreſſing the diſturbances in Munſter, The honourable 


gentleman ſneaks of party—this matter affects alike men of all 


parties, and as the whole country is injured by the diſturbances, 
the whole country will be benefited by the return of peace 
and good order. To procure this, is one great object of the 
ſpeech, and parliament has declared its readineſs to co-operate 
in the intention. 55 1 

I édo not think it neceſſary to ſay a word in the defence of 
government—their actions are their beſt defence: but as to the 
anger which the honovrable gentleman expreſſes againſt procla- 
mations, I muſt ſav, chat if government did not take notice of 
the atrocious and horrid crimes which have been mentioned, 
it would be ſaid they connived at ſuch wickedneſs; it is there- 
fore the fault of the people who commit crimes, and not of 
government, that the news- papers abound with proclamations, 


which muſt deſcribe acts diſgraceful and ſhocking to humanity, 


Mr. Conol- 
Jy repeats 
his motion 
for iſſuing 2 
Writ. 


in order to bring the perpetrators to juſtice. 


Mr. Coxo1Ly.—Although I am going to trouble the Houſe 
with a motion, which I; made on Saturday laſt, J am certain it 
will meet with the fame fate as formerly, as no alteration has 
taken place in the caſe to which it alluded end why? * becauſe 
the Houſe of Lords had adjourned for a week, and ſo the no- 
ble lord will not till the expiration of the adjournment, have 
an opportunity of taking his ſeat. I have ſaid before, that no 
precedent given by the preſent Engliſh or Triſh adminiſtrations, 
was favourable to the liberty of the ſubject, and I ſhall there- 
fore oppoſe this precedent, and will thefefore continue die ad 
diem to repeat my motion until it ſhall be agreed to. It is an 
injury to the people in general, that they ſhould be unrepre- 
ſented, as they are in the preſent caſe, but particularly to 
thoſe of Old Leighlin. I do expect that a ſimilar fate will at- 
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tend this motion, but am determined at all events to make it, 
though perhaps it might be more prudent to move for an ad- 
journment, until the Lords meet again. | 

He then moved that the Speaker do iſſue his warrant to the 
Clerk of the Crown to return a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament 
for the borough of Old Leighlin, in the room of the Earl 
of Carhampton. | 


Mr. Worre (of Kildare) read a precedent in point. Mr. Wolle. 
from Hatſell, in contradiction to the opinion by the Attor- quotes a 
ney and Solicitor Generals, ſtating the opinion of Mr. precedent. 


Onſlow, late ſpeaker of the Engliſh Houſe of Commons: A 
perſon becqmes a peer either by deſcent or ereation. When 
by the former, the inſtant the anceſtor dies the heir becomes a 
peer and his ſeat in the Houſe of Commons is immediately va- 


cant, and there is no neceſſity to wait for the iſſuing of the 


writ to call ſuch heir to the Houſe of Peers, for it is only a 
writ of ſummons to attend his ſervice there, and without it, 


or though he ſhould never have taken his ſeat there, he is to all 


intents and purpoſes whatſoever a peer of the realm, and if in 
ſome particular caſe, or to anſwer any particular purpoſe, this 
writ of ſummons ſhould be delayed to be iſſued, the Houſe of 


Commons would nevertheleſs conſider his ſeat among them as 


vacated, and would order a new writ. 


« Writ, In the caſe of the late Lord Carliſle, when upon 
7e the death of his father, a new writ was moved, the Speaker 
« faid he had aſked the mover of it, whether the writ of ſum- 
*© mons had iſſued ? But that this proceeded merely from curi- 


« ofity, his ſeat in the Houſe of Commons being vacant, whe- 
* ther it had iſſued or not.“ | | 


Mr. Cox R aN deſired to know, if the motion fhould now 
be carried, what apology could be made for its having been 
before refuſed, as no new circumſtance had occurred. He de- 
ſired the Houſe would take the opinion of the chair, as to the 
propriety. of the keeping the repreſentation vacant. 


Serjeant Tor.e& ſaid he thought it would be extremely im- 
proper to embarraſs the chair, as the queſtion was likely to go 


Writ, 


Mr. Curran, 


Serjeant 
Toler. 


unanimouſly; indeed this want of oppoſition ſeemed to em- 


bzrraſs the ſupporters of the motion, who meeting no reſiſtance 
to their queſtion, from the fide of the Houſe where he ſat, 
ſeemed to diſagree among themſclves. Þ 


The queſtion was then put, and paſſed unanim uſl y. 


Mr. ConoLLy.—The queſtion has been now put and car- Mr. Conol- 


ried unanimouſly, though there is not the ſmalleſt difference 
between, the circumſtances under which 1 moved it this day, 


I . bo. 
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ly. 
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and Saturday laſt. I muſt therefore move you, that the deter- 
mination of Saturday laſt be ex punged from your journals. 


Mr. Stew- Mr.STewarrT (of Killymoon) ſeconded the motion, 


| The Char- The CruancerLlorx gt THe ExcutqQuer.—The ob- 

cellor of the jection of the right honourable gentle man's motion on the laſt 

Exchequer. day was, that the Houſe had a right to uſe its diſcretion ; the 
Houſe has uſed its diſcretion for forty-eight hours—this motion 
is intended as a cenſure upon that conduct of the Houſe—let 
us now fee who will ſupport it? | 


Sir Lucius Sir Lucius O'BRIEN.— That the Houſe has a right of 

O'Brien. diſcretion, no one will deny that it has not abuſed that right 
is obvious neither the nation nor any individual has been in- 
jured by the delay of forty-eight hours. 


Mr. Cura Mr. Curran faid he did not urge the reſolution to ex- 
is for ex · punge the determination of Saturday, from any wiſh to triumph 
N over gentlemen on the oppoſite ſide, but from an anxious deſire 
of Saturday that it might not appear to poſterity upon the journals of the 
om the Commons, that the Houſe had exerciſed a power to keep ſeats 
Journals. vacant—a power whieh in bad hands might be uſed to the worſ 
of purpoſes. 5 5 
The arguments which had been uſed in ſupport of the con- 
duct adopted by the Houſe were, as he underſtood, the poſſi- 
bility of the late peer not being actually dead, the poſſible 
illegitimacy of the preſent peer, and ſundry other poſſibilities. 
"Theſe were the Houſe's reaſons; and as the hiſtory of thoſe 
reaſons, as well as the hiſtory of the act itſelf, will be handed 
_ down to poſterity, he wiſhed it ſhould be alſo handed down, 
that the Houſe, upon conſideration, had rejected ſuch fallacious 
arguments, and expunged the record of the tranſaction itſelf. 
Such an att had been called the diſcretion of the Houſe ; but 
he wiſhed to have the Houſe diſcharged from the nonſenſe of 
ſuch diſcretion, that it might not be ſaid, that becauſe the 
Houſe was diſcreet it had left the people unrepreſcnted ; 
therefore if gentlemen were now ſorry, he hoped they would 
not be aſhamed to own their error, and by expunging the 
tranſa gion, corre it: He was willing to ſuppoſe they had 
been miſtakea upon the beſt motives, and therefore was anxi- 
ous to let them have an opportunity of redeeming theinſelves 
in the public opinion. 8 
Mr. Serjeant Mr. Serjeant TG EER.—I ſhould be glad to convince my ho- 
Toler is nourable friend of the danger which might ariſe from eraſing 
againſt . from the journals the proceedings of Saturday, and taking 
Pag as 1. from the Houſe the diſcretion, in any poſlible cale, of refuſing 
x the warrant. 'As to the firſt point, there is no inſtance of the 
Houſe eraſing any matter, except ſuch as has been contrary to 
the privileges of the Houſe—the matter in queſtion goes to 


5 io that part of the country where the honourable gentleman 


ſeems to think there are no outrages - ſuppoſe a vacancy for a 
bocough—and that a wicked minifter, taking advantage of the 


riotous diſpoſition of the people, and having a ſmall corrupt 


party in the borough, ſhould reſolve, by an armed banditti, to 
deter the proper candidate and the majority, honeſt eleQors, 
from attending to elect — ſuppoſe this tranſaction known to 
this Houſe, I defire to know would not this Houſe he juſtified 


to withhold its warrant until there ſhould appear a certainty of 
all obſtructions being removed, and of a. fair election being 


held? Surely this is a poſſible caſe in which the honourable 
gentleman will not deny a rizht of diſcretion to the Houſe— 
neither will he deny, if he reflects for a moment, that on Sa- 
turday laſt the Houſe exercifed its diſcretion with very great 
propriety, in withholding for forty-eight hours the warrant to 
elect, | 

Mr. Curran ſaid he admitted, that there might be local 
circumſtances which would juſtify the withholding of a wrir 
of election, but they ſhould be of notoriety, and well aſcer- 
tained, But he knew of no white-boys, at preſent, impeding 
the freedom of election. Since diſturbances have been ſpoken 
of, ſaid he, I declare that I ſineerely with the offenders may be 
puniſhed, but I moſt ſincerely wiſh that the cauſe of theſe diſ- 
turbances may be removed. For my part I have done every 
thing as a magiſtrate, and as a man, to reſtore order, The 
low and contemptible ſtate of your magiſtracy is the cauſe of 
much evi], particularly in the kingdom cf Kerry. I fay king- 
dom, for it ſeems abſolutely not a part of the ſame country. 
Sir, I will relate to you a circumſtance that will give you 


an idea of the vigilance of magiſtrates in that quarter. One 


Seely, a notorious offender, for whom a reward had been of- 
fered by government, appeared openly in the county. A poor 
cottager was met by a perſon one morning in going to pay his 
rent. The perſon aſked him, was he not diſtreſſed to make up 
the money? The poor cottager innacently replied, why ſhould 
| want money, when I can at any time get fifty pounds for in- 
forming againſt Seely. For having dropped this expreſſion, the 
wretch's cabin was that night broken open by fix armed nien, 
and as himſelf, his wife and children ſat round a little table, at 
their taſteleſs and ſcanty meal of dry potatoes, a blunderbuſs 
was diſcharged on them. Scarcely one of the children eſcaped 
being wounded, the father died on the ſpot, In Tralee ano- 
ther fellow broke gaol; and they are both walking about the 
country, not ſkulking or hiding, but in the face of day. To 
my own knowledge informations were laid before a magiſtrate 
Du very reſpeQable perſon, but no ſtep has been taken to ap- 
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Me. Curran | 
relates an _ 


inftance of 
murder. 
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prehend them, and the murderer and the outlaw ſtalk about KY 1 
the land, laughing at the fleeping laws. And I fay, Sir, to fuf- 


fer thoſe men again to return into the maſs of the people is the 

ſevereſt reproach upon your magiſtracy. » 
In ſaying this, I do not mean to throw the ſmalleſt imputa- i 

tion on the venerable character from whom the magiſtrates 


receive their commiſſions, a man of higher integrity never 


exiſted—bur it is impoſlible for him perſonally to know every W 


man recommended—he muſt take them upon the credit of 1 
the recommender—and he only is to blame who, for any baſe i 


purpoſes, clothes in authority a wretch, unworthy, perhaps, 
to be a footman or groom, | 8 


Mr. Maſon. Mr. Maso obſerved, that was it poſſible for the motion 
now before the Houſe to paſs in the affitmative, it would prove 
the moſt fatal motion to the rights of patliament that ever had 
been offered, its direct tendency was to take from every man 
his right of giving a negative or affirmative according to his 
opinion. | | 


The reſolution was put: 
AI 1 24 —— Noes, "x 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24, 1787. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole 
Houle, to take, into conſideraion a ſupply to be granted to 
his Majeſty, Mr. Maſon in thefchair. 


The Chan= The CHaxncEeLLoR of THe ExcneqQuer moved, that 
wy aeg à ſupply be granted to his Majeſty. The. motion paſſed una- 
cate” nimouſſy; whereupon the Speaker reſumed the chair, and 
the Houſe agreed to receive the committee's report to- mor- 

row. | 


Mr Corry Mr. Cox xx ſaid, that this being the firſt time he had the 
1 jon honour of ſeeing in his ſeat the gentleman who direRs the 
alteration law proceedings of the revenue board, [Mr. George Pon- 
will be made ſonby] he would take the liberty of aſking, whether there 
in the reve= was any intention of making a digeſt of the very intricate 
Rand complicated, code of laws, commonly called the revenue 
act? This code conſiſted of numberleſs acts and amend- 

ments, from the thirty-third of the late King down to the 

preſent day, a ſpace of ſeven or eight and twenty years, 
extremely confuſed and difficult to underſtand—indeed unin- 

telligible to any but a lawyer for the praQtice of each ſeſ- 

*fion, in paſſing the revenue bill, had been to repeal ſuch 

| Claules of the former laws as were found inconvenient, and 

- ny | 3 
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to continue others, not by a direct and ſpecific re-enacting, 


SERA TE 


but by inference and reference. He appealed to the gentle- 


| men of the law, whether this was not really the caſe? and if 


ſo, how was it poflible for merchants and others, concerned 
in commerce, to conduct their affairs conſonant to law, which 
they could not underſtand ? In the laſt ſeſſion he mentioned 
that he thought a digeſt neceſſary; the right honourabie gen- 


| tlemen at the head of the revenue department had, he thought, 


acceded to that opinion; he therefore now wiſhed to know, 


whether any, and what ſteps had been taken to carry it into 
effect? 
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Mr. Groxcr PoxsOo NI ſaid, it was a meaſure of great e 
importance and great diſſiculty, in which he could preſume to Ae L 
go no further than to make himſelf maſter of the ſubject, and Pe“. 


be ready when called upon to take a ſhare in it. It was at all 
times a difficult meaſute but rendered particularly fo by the 
circumſtances ariſing from the late treaties entered into by the 
different powers of Europe, which treaties muſt naturally 
make ſeveral alterations in the revenue ſyſtem of theſe king- 
doms; conſequently it would be impoſſible to make a com- 
plete digeſt before ſuch alterations have taken place. 


Mr. BereEsFOR 5.—1 riſe to declare, that J never did ſay Mr. Beres. 


a word upon the necetlgy of a digeſt, and if the honourable tord. 
gentleman defires to know my own opinion, it is, that ſuch 

a thing is not neceſſary. I know that was it to be undertaken 

it would amuſe a number of gentlemen for a good part of the 
ſeſſion, very much to the edification of the Houſe ; but for 
my part, I am content with the Jaws as they are, and think 
they may be underitood eaſily enough. : . 


Mr. Coxxy.—lt is not ſurpriſing the gentleman who makes Mr. Carry. 


the laws ſhould underſtand his qwn language, but they. ought 
to be ſo plain, that every member cf parliament, and every 
man of the public, might underſtand them, | 


Mr. BezesrorD.—l ſpeak merely as to my own opinion. Mr. 
If any gentleman will undertake to make the laws for regu- ford. 
lating the revenue more explicit and more eaſily underſtoud, F 
he has my hearty conſent, —The honourable gentleman ſays, 
that theſe laws, or at leaſt ſome of them, were framed 10 
far back as the 33d of the late King, and again be calls them 
my laws and my language. I hope he will regollect that tis 
but for a very ſhort part of the time ſince the 3 3d of the late 
King that I have had any concern in the revenue, | | 

Several accounts were moved for, and ordered. 


- 


Beret- 


Mr. Corry adverted to the careleſs and inattentive manner Mr. Corty. 


jn which gentlemen ſuffered the public accounts to paſs. He. 
withed to improve the mode of the committee's cxamining 


* 
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| them, that they might compare the laſt and former years toge- 
ther, and by ſuch compariſon point out any improvement 
neceſſary either in the public receipts or diſburſements, Be- A 
fides this, he ſaid it would be a check upon miniſters, and 3 
upon the different eſtabliſhments, which very much required 
to be brought within ſome reaſonable compaſs: He hoped 
oy would be no oppoſition given to going into this bu- 
ineſs. | : | 22 


The Chan. The CnancerLLox or The Excnreques.—lf the ho- 
cellor of the nourable gentleman will point out any real improvement, 1 
Exchequer. ſhall not have the ſmalleſt objection to going into the buſineſs, 
| | For my part, I think that reading and examining the public 
accounts in detail is the beſt method; and ſhall continue to 


* 
7 ' 6 


my — — my 


think ſo, at leaſt till ſome other is pointed out. , 
Mr. John Mr. Jon Worre was deſirous to have them examined I 
Wolfe. and compared for ſeveral years back. A ſmall annual increaſe 2 


of expence, perhaps a few thouſands, did not at firſt view 
ſhock the mind; but when it ſhould be ſeen how enormouſly 
the national expences had in a few years increaſed, he doubted 
not that gentlemen would, as faithful guardians of the pub- 
| lic treaſure, think retrenchment abſolutely neceſſary. 


General 
charges will never convince any man. Let the honourable 
gentleman point out any thing that can improve the national 
finances and I will concur with him. I am very ſure he 
thinks there are people who could manage them better than 
the perſons in whoſe hands they are at preſent; but I will 
aſſert a fact, and call upon any man to contradict me: Under 
the management of the gentlemen that he attacks, the public 
credit has been raiſed higher, and the nation has received 
more benefit in its finances, than ever it will from thoſe whe 
attack them. | 


The Chan- | - f 5 
ee wat The Cuaxcellox OF THE CHEQUEFR. 


Exchequer. 
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The Chan- The CHAaNCELLoR of THe ExcHeqQUer moved that a 
ee of the committee be appointed to inſpect the ſeveral public accounts 
ene quck. and | apers laid before the Houſe. 


Mr. Corry, Mr. Cox v faid he thought that the Houſe was proceeding 
with too much precipitation in the buſineſs of the accounts, 
; as, in his opinion, they generally did. He declared that he 
thought mc re caution and citcumſpection was neceſſary, and 
wiſhed to have the ſubject debated by a greater number of 

members than uſually artended the committee. 


| that F have ſhewn any want of deference to the Houſe, in 
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The CHaNCEL1.0R or THe Excurques replied, that The Chan- 


3 he wiſhed for a full attendance as much as the honourable cellor ot tae 


l n h ; 
entleman; but if a full attendance could not be obtain- Exchequer 


ed, he was not to blame—nor would he delay the public 
buſineſs. 


Mr. Corry ſaid, whatever the right honourable gentle- Mr. Corry. 
man's ſituation might be, there was a deference due to the 
Houſe. No man ſhould ſay he would not delay the public 
buſineſs—it ought to be delayed till che Houſe, and every 
member of the Houſe, were ſatisfied. : | 


3 The Chan- 
The CaaNCEL1.0R of THE EXCHEQUER,—T do not feet r of the 


. Exchequcr, 
moving the ſeveral orders neceſſary for forwarding the pub- 4 


lic buſineſs ; but ſhould ] follow the directions of the honour- 


able gentleman, and preſume to tell the Houſe how they ought 
to proceed, I ſhould then indeed ſhew great want of deference 
and reſpect that I leave to him. 


Mr. Corry deſired to know, whether any other papers Mr. Corry. 
beſides thoſe on the table, and thoſe ordered, were neceffary ? 


The CHancELLoR or THE Excutquer.— Certainly The Chan- 
not, for any purpoſe of mine. I dare not preſume to ſay, cellor of the 
for the purpoſes of the honourable gentleman, whether other Exchequer. 
papers may be neceſſary, or not. 


Mr. Fox ges called to the recollection of the Houſe, that Mr. Forbes, 
in the laſt ſeſſion he had introduced a meaſure calculated to + : :- nen- 
render the higheſt benefits to this nation—the reduction and ſion lift. 
limitation of the penſion liſt. It was then ſaid, he had brought 
it in too late, that it ſhould have taken its riſe in the commit- 
tee of ſupply, or in the committee of accounts; profiting 
therefore by the experience of laſt ſeſſion, he now declared 
that he was ready to introduce it either into the committee of 
ſupply or that of accounts, and requeſted the advice of the 
right honourable gentleman, high in office, to know in what 
ſtage he ſhould take it up; afſuring him at the ſame time, that 
it was by no means intended as an oppoſition motion, but 
was ſo obviouſly for the benefit of the country, that he hoped 


and expected aſſiſtance from every diſintereſted member on 
either ſide. | | 


The CaanceLLoR or THe Excnequenr ſaid, he left The Chan- 
the gentleman entirely at his own diſcretion to introduce ſuch cellor of the 
motions, and at ſuch times as he ſhould think proper. _ Exchequer, 


The motion made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
paſſed without further oppoſition. | 


the law officers of the crown, they judged it improper to 


and Mr. Kemmis, the crown ſolicitor, be ordered to attend at 


 Kemmis to attend.—l am extremely glad cf it, and! hope 


| buſineſs affects me perſonally, as a maziftrate, I will hear no 
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Fal DAT, January 26, 1787. 


Sir [Aus Correi adverted to a circumſtance mentioned 
by Mr. Longhcid a few days ſince, in debate, relative to his 
having returned certain examinations {worn before him as a i 


magiſtrate, againſt a ſberiif*s bailiff, for an attempt to extort 
arms, horſes and ammunition from Certain farmers, for the ule 
of Captain Right, on which examination the grand jury had. 
not found bilis of indictment, tho' he, Mr. Longbeld, was 
ready with proper witneſſes to proſecute.—As to what the 
honourable gentleman alledged to his own knowledge, Sir 
James ſaid, it muſt be perfectly corre ; but if he ſuppoſed 
that the grand Jury had thrown out the bills, he muſt have 
been impoſed upon. The fact was, the examination was ſo 
vague, and had fo little foundation, that being ſubmitted to 


ground any indidment upon it. To coroborite this, he 
moved that the clerk of the peace for the county of Cork, 


the bar of the Houſe. | 


Mr. Chi N ERV ſaid, that his duty as a ſheriff, having 
made him peculiarly anxious for the quiet of the county, he 
had been extremely attentive to place upon the grand jury, 
men of the firſt character and property. To feveral of them 
he had applied ſince Mr, Longfield had mentioned the Cir- 
cumſtance—nor one could recolle& any ſuch examination 
coming before them. He then applied to Mr. Kemmis, who 
well remembered it, and that having. laid it before the crown 
lawyers, they had thought it jnfulleigac co found an indict- 
ment upon. 8 | | 


Mr. Loxcritib.—T am juſt come into the Houſe, and 
I] find there is a motion for the clerk of the peace and Mr. 


they will bring the examination along with them. As this 


parole evidence—let the examination itſelf be produced: for 
it I did commit a ſubject without cauſe, J am exceedingly 
reprehenſible; therefore that muſt be cleared up. N 

The gentleman ſays, the om Jury was compoſed of 
reſpectable men—I am jure T never ſaid otherwiſe. The 
county of Cork contains many reſpectable grand juries. All 
that I can ſay in the preſent caſe is, I took the examinations, 
and committed the man for what 1 conſidered as a very atto- 
cious offence. After that, I heard no more of the buſinels, 
though I had witneſſes ready to proſecute. The bills were 
not found, and it was natural to think they were ignored. 


5 : 25 S7.] D E B N | &7 


] do not think it neceſſary now to repeat what happened at 
a public meeting in the county of Cork, on the 7th day of 
December, where goo gentlemen were preſent. I then de- 
clared, and I can make it good, that the continuance of the 
outrages was owing to the inſufficiency and want of exertion 


— 
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4 1 in the magiſtrates. 1 

© if Mr. AzTHur WoLlre,—The ground of the motion before Mr. Arthur 
- the Houſe is upon a ſuggeſtion, that the honourable gentle- Wolte. 

d man had ſaid the bills in the caſe mentioned had been thrown 


out by the grand jury. I do very well recollect, that the 


© examinations were laid before me, and that I adviſed not to 
IT found bills of indictment upon them, as they could not pot- 
4 ſibly conduce to the purpoſes of juſtice, becauſe it was at leaſt 
E a million to one the man would be acquicted—and upon the 
0 


whole circuit, I never adviſed the indicting of any man, but 
where there was a ſtrong probability of his being convicted; 
both becauſe it was oppreſſion to haraſs a man with a trial 
where the crime is not ſo plain as to give a probability of 
conviction, and becauſe, in the caſe of riots, a man being 


ar tried and acquitted does. much greater injury than if juſtice 
had never noticed him at all. As to letting the man now in 
7 contemplation paſs without indiQtment, if there be any thing 
5 in it wrong, on my head be it. 1 acted to the beft of my 
5 judgment for the ſuppreſſion of thoſe unlawful tumults, and 
_ notwithſtanding what has been ſaid of the ſupinenels of go- 
r- WT vcrunent, I ſhall ſhew, whenever it comes before the Houle, 
on that government has acted with a degree of vigour and energy 
hy that does it infinite honour. 
en Mr. LoN GF IEILD.— Perhaps it was my misfortune that the Mr. Long- 
t- law had not provided a puniſhment for what 1 deemed a very feld. 
atrocious offence - ſummoning the country to provide hortes, _ 
5 arms and ammunition for rioters, and committing other acts of vio- 
ir, lence againſt the public peace; be that as it may, I am ready to 
5 bear teſtimony to the honourable conduct of the learned gen- 
5 tleman throughout the whole circuit, and if he ſuppoſes that 
no l don't look upon him as an honeſt man, and an excellent 
* lawyer, he is very much miſtaken. 
ly Sir James Cor TER. When I roſe upon this ſubject, I Sir James 
ſpoke merely to bring information before the Houſe; but as Cocter. 
of the honourable gentleman ſays he ated under miſconception, 
4 the motion becomes unneceſſary, and I withdraw it. 
\ 


Mr. Loncr1ELD.—l did not ſay any ſuch thing, I wiſh Mr. Long- 


ns, a + | Thi 
. to have the information before the Houſe, and if it does not field. 
18. come from the motion of the honourable gentleman, it muſt 

185 


come from one of my own making. 
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SATUADAY, JANUARY 27, 1789. 


The committee of acccounts ſat, reported progreſs, and Ml 
ſeveral accounts were preſented. | 


” 1 2 bY: * 
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Mo x DAV, JanNUaRY 29, 1787. 


A great number of accounts, and other official papers, 
were preſented in conſequence of orders made by the Houſe. 


Sir Edward . Sir EDWARD Cor rox. —— When ] moved that there 
Crofton, fbould be a call of the Houſe on to-morrow, (the zoth) I did 
not recollect that it was the martyrdom of King Charles.— 
F rake this opportunity of rectifying the miſtake, and humbly 
move that the order for calling over the Houſe to-morrow be 
diſcharged z and if it ſhall be the pleaſure of the Houſe to 
agree in that motion, I ſhall then move you, that the Houſe be 

called over on Thurſday next. 


Mr. Orce. Mr. Ox De.—When the honourable baronet made the mo- 

| tion for a call of the Houſe, on the 3oth, I thought the 

Speaker's writing of circular letters unneceſſary and alarming : 

—and though I was anxious for a full attendance, | relied upon 

the notoriety of the ſubjeQ to produce that effect. I am now 

convinced I was right, and that we ſhall have a very reſpec- 

table attendance. In order, therefore, to derive the proper 

advantage from the collective wiſdom of this Houſe, I would 

- requeſt the honourable baronet not to delay the call, but let 

it take place on Wedneſday. If he conſents, 1 ſhall move that 

the Houſe will on Wedneſday refolve itſelf into a committee 

of the whcle Houſe, to take into conſideration that part of 

his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's fSeech which relates to the 

outrages that have lately diſturbed the tranquility of this 
kingdom. 


Sir Edward Sir EDwarD Ca or ro expreſſed his acquieſcence, where- 
Crofton. upon the order for calling over the Houſe to-morrow was dil- 
charged, and a new order made for Wedneſday. 


Meſſage de- Mr. Oxpe informed the Houſe, that he was commanded 
livered by by his Grace the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint them that his 
Mr. Orde. Majeſty had been pleaſed to return the following moſt gracious 
antwer to the addteſs of the Houſe, which he read in his place, 
and after delivered in at the table : 


his Mafeſ- «© GEORGE R. 


ty's aniwer, 


to the ad- 4 His Majeſty thanks the Houſe of Commons for their duti- 
— tne ful and loyal addreſs, and their congratulations on his late 
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happy eſcape from the attempt which was made upon his 
erſon. 

Nis Majeſty has obſerved, with infinite concern, the alarm- 
ing outrages which have been committed in ſome parts of Ire- 
land; and receives, with great ſatisfaction, the aſſurances of 
the determination of the Commons, to check by every means 
in their Power the progreſs of diſorder, and to inveſt his Ma- 
jeſty's government with every requiſite and adequate autho- 
rity for ſecuring the rights of all their fellow ſubjects, and 
effectually maintaining the civil and religious conſtitution - 


» of the ſtate, | | 

: „His Majeſty has the firmeſt reliance that they will make 
+ proviſion for the honourable ſupport of his government; and 
| 


that every judicious encouragement will be given to the. Linen 
and other manufaQuures, as well as to the general improve- 


ly WE ment of education; and that they will take into their conſide- 
be ration the framing ſuch laws as may be neceſſary for the 
to further increaſe of ſhipping and navigation; as alſo for the 
be adoption of ſuch meaſures as, by engaging the nation in 


new objects of emulation and induſtry, promiſe to open new 
164 ſources of wealth and proſperity to the kingdom. 


the G. R.” 

— Mr. Ox DR. As ] can never have a more proper opportunity Mr. Orde . 
3 than at the preſent moment, when the Houſe is undet the im- moves for a 
C preſſion of his Majeſty's moſt rom anſwer, I ſhall move committees 
ae you, Sir, That this Houſe will, on Wedneſday next, reſolve 

n 3 itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to take into con- 

= ſideration that part of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech 


that which relates to the outrages that have of late diſturbed the BE 
tranquility of this kingdom.” e | 


ttee ; | | 
t of The motion paſſed nem. con. | 
the 1 285 | 
this Mr. Bu non, (of Oldtown.)—I ſhall be very much obliged Mr. Burgh 
to any gentleman converſant in the revenue, and who has the eo 
5 means cf knowing, if he will inform me, why ſo great a ſum reſpecting 
ere- 


: as 164, oool. ſhould in the national accounts be ſtated: as ba- 164,000). 
dil- lance in colleQors hands ? 255 \ | 


The ChHanceLLoOR O THE ETC TG ER. —The object The Chan- 
nded of the honourable gentleman's enquiry includes ſome papers cellor of the 


t his that have been re'ccred to the committee of accounts, that * 
tous committee has ſat with a very thin attendance, it is now ad- 
lace, journed but for half an hour, when it ſits, the honourable 
gentleman will have an opportunity of referring to any paper 
before the committee. | 
, Mr. BuxGn ſaid he had been early in his attendance on Mr. Burgh, 
_ the committee, but from the thinneſs of the attendance, he 
} 


thought it uſeleſs to make any motion there, though he felt 
Vor. VII. ER. | 


— 
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it his duty in a full Houſe to enquire why ſuck an immenſe 
ſum as 164,0001. ſhou!d be allowed to lie in the hands of 
collectors, contrary to the intereſt of the nation—nay as a 
bribe to the collectors for neglecting to do their duty. If the 
ſum of an hundred and fixty-four thouſand pounds is wanted 
for any national purpole, ir muſt be borrowed at intereſt ; 

while that ſum is lying in collectors hands, it is in effect the 
nation paying intereſt for its own money. | 


Mr. Beres- Mr. BurxxssrotD.—l do not exactly know what the ho- 


tord ex= nourahle gentleman means. If he wiſhes to know the ſum 


plains. now in the hands of collectors, he has miſtaken the article in 


the account, and laid his hands upon the balance due two 

years ago; but if he will look at the other fide of the paper, 

he will find that the preſent balance is {till greater, amounting 

to more than 290,000. which I will explain to him. There is 

7 a large ſum in collection; and there is, beſides, the arrear of 
four months. 


M:. Burgh. Alt. Bu GU. I am exttemel y obliged to the right honourable 
gentleman for the information Does he with to preclude my 
mction ? 

Nr. Beres Mr, BexzzronD Not I indeed. 5 


ford. 
The Attor= The ATTonney Gr xNEeRAL.—T can inform the 1 


ney General. gentleman, that one diſmiſſed collector has been forced to pay 
his balance. 


Mr. Burgh, Mr. Boa cu then . that the proper officer do lay. be- 
fore the Houſe an account of the particulars of. the balance 
due by diſmiſſed and deceaſed colleQors.—Ordered. 


Alſo an account cf the expences of the cruiſers and armed 
veſſels in the ſervice of the-rev — and the purpoſes to which 
the ſame were applied. ; 

The Attor- The ATTorney GrtNenral.—Theerpences were applied 
ney General. to the ſupport of the armed veſſels, and the armed vellels were 
aplied to the ſuppreſſion of ſmuggling. 


Mr, Bere- Mr, BexesrorD.—l am ſure the honourable gentleman will 


10rd. be Lappy when I tell him alſo, that they were ſucceſsfully ap- 
pited to the ſuppreſſion of ſmuggling. In the laſt year they 
ſcized to the amount of 20,0001, and in the laſt half year to 
the amount ct 1c,o00l. 


Mr. Corry Mr. Cod v. - Ion l was never more . than at ob- 
cemplainas of fers1 ing the manner in which gentlemen have neglected the com- 


kenilemen nl itte of accounts. I attended at a proper hour, and may truly 


5 10 At: 
end che ſay, that upon coming into the committee, the ſtory of the par- 


cxumittee fon and his clerk, “ dearly beloved Roger,” was realized, 'T here 
of accounts. was but the Chatrman and one other member, beſides myſelf, 
o 
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reſent, though I found the committee was galloping over the 
buſineſs, and had actually proceeded as far as the paper No. 4. 
But ſurely no man can call this doing the public buſineſs : 
however, I muſt affure the right honourable gentleman, that 


| my honourable friends and I have not been idle; though as we 


have not received all the papers we have called for, it is nat 

yet pollible for us to proceed in our inveſtigation. Indeed I 

have ſeen a paper, No. 12, containing the new eſtabliſhment 

of penſions; which, if purſued, muſt be the ruin of this | 
country, therefore it behoves gentlemen to enquire into and 

ſtop ſuch deſtructive profuſion. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE FE xXcCHEQUFR.—ITf the honour- The Chan- 
able gentleman means to enter upon any article of the accounts, cellor of the 
am ready to forward his with, Though he complains that all nne 
the papers have not been laid before the committee, yet in this 
argument we perceive that he has ſeen ſome of them, at leaſt 
No. 12. Is he readv to enter upon that? or does he chuſe to 


enter upon the ſubject of barracks, which he has ſeen? D-es 


that furniſh any excuſe for him to proceed ? If it does, I beg 


he may. # 

Serjeant FiTzGERALD, (chairman of the committee of Serjeant 
accounts.)—An honourable gentleman ſeems to think that the Fitzgerald 
committee of accounts was not duly attended, I gave full Cn. Mr. 

. . - . . 1 0 . . Orry. 
notice to the committee of the hour fos taking the chair, and a 
to that gentlemin I gave notice in perſon. Whenever the 


committee entered upon buſineſs, I believe there was always a 


proper number. of members preſent, though it was impoilible 
ſor me to keep-them together aftetwards, For the future, I 
ſha!l not delay the buſineſs one moment beyond the time for 
which I ſhall give notice, except it ſpall be the pleaſure of the 
Houſe to direct otherwiſe. | 


Mr. Joux WorLee.—l have not had time ſince Saturday Mr. John 
evening, when I received ſome papers ordered by this Houſe, Wolfe ob- 
thoroughly to examine and confider them z but there is one ar- —_ Log 
ticle in the barrack accounts, under the head of concordatum, Hh 
which is ſo monſtrouſly diſgraceful, that every gentleman who accounts. 
wilhes to do juſtice to the country will attend to it. By what 
I ſay now I do not mean the leaſt imputation on the gentlemen 
who preſide at the barrack board; they neither could or would 
of themſelves load the nation with fuch an Expence, it proceeds 

rom higher authority. If gentlemen think proper to preſs it, 
Iwill make a motion on this ſubject. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExcyrqQuer,—l will not The Chan- 


teſs the gentleman before it ſuits his convenience; but if he vellor of the 
| D 2 5 Exchequer. 


The Attor- 
ney Ceneral 
explains 
matters re- 
ſpectiag 
riots iu the 
ſouth. 


Mr. L.oog- 
held replies 
to the At- 
torney Ce- 
neral. 


. nes of ſerving the notices, the contents of which he verv well 


will make his motion on Wedneſday, I ſhall be ready to attend 
; to it, : | 


of the inſurgents, who threatened him with deſtructien if he 


the rightboys by a much more efficient officer of the crown, to 


| boy condemned to that puniſkment. To put this matter in its 


he ſeems to think—he was a fellow that had made money in 


fafe and quiet. Belides, when examinations were given againſt 


" 
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The Ar TOR NET GENTRNAI.— A kind of infinuation has WW 
been thrown out, charging government with being accomplices 
with Captain Right, and the rightboys, becauſe a certain of- 
ficer of the crown, to wit, a ſheriff's bailiff, was taten up for 
ſerving certain notices. Now, as I am informed, the hiſtory 
of that tran{aQion was this: — The wretch was met by a party 


did not carry a letter, which they then put into his hands, 
The man obeyed, not knowing what the letter contained. It 
was thought an offence not worth great ſeverity z and therefore 
it follows that government was leagued with this very impor- 
tant perſonage for the ſubverſion of the ſtate. It is much to 
be lamented that the honourable gentleman who made this 
charge againſt government, was not acquainted with another 
fact, in which proofs were given of a diſpoſition to ſupport 


wit, the hangman of Waterford, who refuſed to whip a right- 


true light, I ſball move, that the Crown Solicitor do attend at 
the bar of this Houſe. (95 | 


Mr. LoxGF1t1.D.—T beg leave to ſay, that the right ho- 
nourable gentleman has been miſinformed in this buſineſs—the 
man that I-committed was not ſuch a poor ignorant wretch as 


* 


his profeſſion as ſheriff 's bailiff, and he volunteered the buſi- 


knew. — He had no reaſon to apprehend danger if he refuſed 
for he lived in the town of Cloyne, where every thing was 


him, 1 offered him protect on if he would inform againſt Cap- 
tain Right and his accomplices, which he abſolutely refuſed.— 
I think the man came preciiely within the letter and meaning 
of the law; I th&efore committed him, and returned the exa- 
mination to the clerk of the crown, never ſuſpecting that there 
was a power between him and me, that could prevent their 
being returned to the grand jury. I am convinced I have acted 
right, and ſo I truſt will the Houſe be, when the examination 
is before them. 1 drew the examination myſelf, and I know 
my duty as a magiſtrate as well as that right honourable gentle- 


/ as. i a. eo TE: 


man kgoys his as a lawyer, and I think I ſhould have been ſup- ei 
ported in my eſtort to maintain the public peace. fl 
I tecornd che right honourable gentleman's motion, and as an 1 


amendment move, that the Clerk of the Peace may produce at 
your bar the examination alluded to. 


1987.] DB LEA TE + 


The ArTornty GENERAL faid, there was no neceility 
to order the attendance of the Clerk of the YVeace, as he then 


| held the examinations in his hand. 


The queſtion was then put, and the Crown Solicitor ordered 
to attend on Wedneſday, | 


The Houſe adjourned 'till Wedneiday. 


— 
— 


Wepxks par, January 31, 1787. 


A petition of the corporation, or preſident and aſſiſtants 
inſtituted for the relief of the poor in the county of the city 
of Dublin, under their common ſeal, was prefented to the 
Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the charitable inſtitu— 
tion of which the petitioners are the direQors, has operated 
with great and manifeſt advantage to this city, and to the king- 
dom at large, in ſeveral re{pe&s, particularly in affording im- 
mediate relief to all helpleſs objects, without laying them under 
any neceſſity of procuring recommendations, fo that in effect 
it is ſupplemental to every other charity ; that from the 8th of 
November, 1773, when the Houſe of Induſtry was opened, to 
the 25th of December, 1556, the number of perſons received 
into the houfe amounted in the whole to thirty t ouſand fix 
hundred and fixty-three ; that the average number from the 
25th of December, 1785, to the 25th of December, 1786, 


was one thouſand three hundred and thirty, the expence of 


maintaining and cloathing whom, repairs, houſe-rent, officers 
ſalaries, and all contingencies included, amounted to the ſam 
of 98231. 6s. d.; that on the 25th of December, 1786, the 
balance in the hands of John La Touche, Efq; Treaſurer, was 
8611. 2s, only; that the preſent buildings in Channel-Row are 
utterly unfit for the purpoſes of properly teparating and clailing 
the poor; that ſeveral of them are now in a mot ruinous con- 
dition; that the tenure of the ſame is expired, and that the 
petitioners are confined by the preſent act of parliament to a 
quantity of ground inſufficient for their purpoſes; and there- 
fre praying the Houſe to grant ſuch ſum as may be neceſſarv 
tor the ſupport of che. charity for this current year, and that 
they may be provided with a building fit for the accommoda 
tion of the poor. 


- 53 


The Attor- 
nc) Geucial, 


P-tition of 
t © C27 pora- 
tion for the 
relief of the 


poor, 


A petition of Anthony Ferguſon, aſſiſtant examinator of Petition of 
cuſtoms, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting. forth, Anthony + 


that the petitioner, by virtue of orders, hath, with great care 
and pains, prepared and laid before the Houle various accounts, 


erguſon, 


a fi ſtant exe» 
minatar of 


beſides thoſe in two volumes cf exports and imports, for the cuſtoms. 


RG 25th of March, 1786; and+ therefore praying for 
ward. | AN, 
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Petition of A petition cf the mayor, bailiffs and hurgeſſes, freemer, 
the meyer, merchants, traders and inhabitants of the town and borough of 
bailiffs, Sec. Wexford, under their common ſeal, was preſented to the 
of Werford. Hovſe, and read; ſetting forth, that the bar or entrance into 
the harbour of Wexford is excec dingly dangerous and unfafe, 
by reaſon of the ſhallowneſs of the water thercon; that many 
veſſels are thereby fiequenily loſt, or otherwiſe damaged, in 
their paſſage in and out, and that this would be is a great 
meaſure remedied by confining the water and deepening the 

channel; that an effectual means of doing this would be by 
extending a qua) along the ſaid town, from the Cuſtom-houſc- 
quay to St. Paui's-quay, which would conſiderably deepen the 
water, and enable veſſels of a good burden to enter therein, 
and ſhelter themſelves in caſe of danger, which muſt be of very 
conſiderable advantage to the homeward bound trade in St. 
George's Channel, for Ireland, England and Scotlend, as great 
Joſſes frequently happen between the ports of Waterford and 
Dublin for wart of a ſafe entrance into the harbour of Wex- 
ford; that the port of Dublin is often prevented of a rifing 
market in their corn trade by ſupplies from the town of Wen- 
tord, when by means of ſoutherly winds all other ports north 
and weſt of Dublin are ſhut up; that the petitioners appre- 
hend the revenue of the kingdom would receive very conſidera- 
ble advantage thereby, à3 it would open a free trade for the 
importation. of foreign ſpirits, by enabling veſſels of ſuch a 
fize as the laws at prefent require to enter therein, which 
would tend in a great meaſure to check the illicit praQtice of 
ſmuggling, ſo much to the n of his Majetty's revenue, 
and injury of the fair trader ; that though, from the petition- 
ers great attention to Aillage, the county of Wexford may 
juſtly he reckoned one of the foremoſt in-Irelard to contribute 
to the growing profperity of the kingdom, they have never 
been burthenſome to parliament, or received any aid or bounty 
therefrom; and therefore praying aid to carry the ſaid work 

into execution «5 Eos WS 
Petition of A petition of the mayor, ſheriffs, burgeſſes and commons of 
the mayor, the county of the town of Drogheda, under their common 
rg 7 Sec. ſeal, was preſented to the Bouſe and read; ſetting forth, that 
of Drogheda. the harbour of Drogh da, from the bar to the town of Drogheda, 
: being neatly four miles in extent, and being formerly very 
broad, and moſtly filled with ſhifting ſands, has for ſome. years 
pail, by the aid of parliament, and by the petitioners out of 
their own private funds, been conſiderably improved, and the 
great obſtiuctions to the ſafe navigation of the River Boyne in 


a great meaſure removed, and the trade of the ſaid town, and 


the adjacent counties of Louth and Meath, thereby benefitted 
and encreaſed z that the ſum of twa thoutand pounds, granted 


ns ey Dae} wor wn R wm= <a a ws ac 


0 


7% „³Qc , , ,,. 


o the petitioners by the Houſe in the ſeſſions of 1981 and 2783, 


has been accounted fur by them to the ſatisſaction of the com- 
miſſioners of impreſt accounts, as will appear by their reports 
thereon; that the works carried ontfer the faid purpoſe for 
five vears paſt were directed by the late john Golborne. of 
Cheſter, an engineer of the firt repute in England; that a 
' conſiderable part of his plan has been carried into effect, the 
good conſequences whereof are evident, and haverind'iced the 
petitioners to continue the fame at their own expence ſince the 
laſt grant made by the Houſe was expended, but they find 
themſelves unable to raiſe a further tum of money for com- 
pleating the ſame ; that the petitioners apprehend it will re- 
| quire a ſum exceeding two thouſand pounds to complete the 
{1id works; and therefore praying the Houle to grant the ſaid 
ſum, for which they will engage to complete the work. 


In the committee of accounts an art'cle being read, under 
the head of concordatum, granting the right honourable Luke 
Gardiner gool. per annum, Mr. Burgh (of Oldtown) defired 


an ex planatiun. 


* 


2 


55 


Mr. Gan pb In E&A faid he was happy in an opportunity to Mr. Gardi- 
explain that he was not a penſioner on the public. The fact ner explains 
0 an erroneous 
imputation 
relative to 


was, that when parliament had thought proper to provide 2 
country reſidence for the Chict Governor, it became neceſſary 


to purchaſe from him [Mr. Gardiner] his intereſts in certain penſions, 


lands in the Phoenix-park, upon which his family had expend- 
ed ten thouſand pounds, and which, between man and man, 
were worth 500l. a year. It not being convenient to govern- 
ment to advance the purchaſe, they had agreed to pay by an- 
nuity, as in the paper before the committee But it was no 
penſian, though his naine appeared as receiving one. He was 
in the ſame ſituation, in that reſpect, with the gentleman who 
had purchaſed Mr, Hamilton's penſion, [meaning Mr. Shaw] 
and whoſe family appear as receiving a penſion, though, like 
| bimſclf, they have given full value for every penny. 


Mr. WoL re ſaid he thought that ſuch purchaſing, without Mr. Wolle. 


the authority of parliament, was highly cenſurable. 


Mr. Oxwe faid he roſe to obſerve, that government had Mr. Orde, 


proceeded under the ſanction of the Houſe's authority; he 
deſired the honourable gentleman to recoflec that their own 
retolution declared the necetlicy of providing a proper refidence 
for the Chief Governor, and that conſonant to tlat relylution, 
Ic had been deemed neceſſary to purchaſe out the right honour- 
able gentleman, Mr. Gardiner. 


- 


Mr. Worte ſaid he ſhould be glad to know how the right Mr. Wolfe | 
honourable . gentleman could juſtify the application of the rn of 


hy | 


- 
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the waſte of public money to his own uſe, to furniſh his houſe ? There was 
public mo- jn the account 20l. for a net, and in article, diſgraceful to the 
22 Chief Governor, 28ʃ. for filling his ice-houſe. J know, ſaid 
he, the Chief Governor is ignorant of the matter he would 

deſpiſe it, | 5 
Mr. Orde Mr. Oe pE.—I congratulate the Houſe on the tremendous 
jullißes the inſtances of extravagance and profulion which the honourabie 
Expenditure. gentleman has pointed out; it is a certain proof that there are 
no very ſtriking enormities when he fixes on two articles, one 
of twenty, the other of eight and twenty pounds. This, Sir, 
is the brit time Jever thought ! 8 have the preſumption to 
call the houſe alluded to by the Tight honourable gentleman, 
my houſe. I thought it was appropriated to the office in 
which I am unworthily placed. Surely gentlemen did not 
mean when accommodation was ordered for the Chief Gover- 
nor, and thoſe whoſe duty it is to attend upon him, they did 
not mean a naked houſe; there muſt be furniture, and none 
but neceſſary furniture has beefi ſupplied. Indeed I have fo 
far conſidered the houſe as mine, that I have laid cut a large 

ſum of my own money upon it. 
I am aſhamed to take notice cf the article of nets mentioned 
by the henourable gentleman ; they are uſed as a fence in the 
grounds where they are fixed, and perhaps the cheapeſt fence 


that could be contrived. 


M- Sack. Mr, Sacxvitte Hawmittox,—l am cirumſtanced ex- 
ville Hamil- actly in the fame way with the right honourable gentleman 
ton. Who has juſt fat down. I have the honour to hold an office 
which requires that I ſhould be in readineſs at all hours of the 
day or night, to obey the commands of the Chief Governor ; 
this induces the neceſſity of having my reſidence near him, 
whſther in the country or in Dublin. But though I have done 
ſome things at my own expence, it would be ablurd for a per- 
ſon in my fituatien to furniſh an houſe, an office in town and 
in country, which he occupies merely as an appurtenance of 
his office, becauſe the moment he quits his employment, that 
moment his ſucceſſor enters into the poſſeſſion and enjoyment 
of every convenience provided there. 

In the preſent cafe 1t will be found that nothing but regula- 
rity has taken place in furniſhing the houſe which I occupy— 
no extravagant ornaments— no oſtentatious embelliſhments— 
and as to the grounds, whatever alteration I made to pleaſe 
my whim I have done at my own expence. Gentlemen affect 
to treat a country reſidence for the Chief Governor as a new 
eſtabliſhment, but it is not; the Chief Governor formerly had 


a houſe and office at Chapelizod, and in the expences of that 


houſe many articles were charged, more minute in their nature 
than thoſe complained of. Upon the whole, if the right ho- 
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zourable gentleman has erred, I have erred alſa. But that is 
ot the ciſe; what he has done he has done. with honour, and 
deſire to ſtand on no other ground. 


After the committee cf accounts had ſat ſome time they 
2djourned, and the Speaker having taken the Chair, the queſ- 

ion of the day (that the Houſe be called over) was called 

for. 3 

Sir EDWARD CRO TON. When I made the motion, that Ser Edward 
the Houſe ſhould on this day be called over, I did it from Crofton 
knowing the neceſlicy there is for a full attendance, while You _ 
buſineſs of ſo much importance as chat which is now likely £115 the © 
to come before Parliament is under conſideration. I ſee the Hou, 
motion has produced the effeQ I defired—it has brought a 

great number gf members to town, and im order to keep them 

here, I ſhall move you, that the call of the Houſe be poſt- 

poned to this day ſe'nnight. 


The queſtion being put upon Sir Edward Crofton's mation, 
it paſſed unanimouſly, f | 7 


Mr. Oa pt moved, that the Houſe do forthwith reſolve Mr. Orde 
itſelf into a committee af the whole Houſe, to take into con- moves for 2 
ſideration, that part of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech πmittes. 
which relates to the commotions that in ſome places have 
diſturbed the public tranquility, 


The Houſe accordingly reſolved itſelf into à committee 
of the whole Houſe, Mr. Serjeant Fitzgerald in the chair, 


The ArTorNey GENtrAL.——After what has paſſed The Attor- 
in this Houſe and upon the notoriety of the -commotions ney General 
referred to, | fhould think myſelf juſtifiable in now moving an ſtates the 
addreſs to the Crown, declaring that we were" ready to gfye a as ng 
the moſt decided ſupport to government in ſuppreſſing them, of the inſur- 
did I not think it neceſſary to ſtop for one moment, to anſwer __ in 
the charges that have been made againſt government, and to aſter. 
lay before the Houſe what has come to my knowledge re- 
ſpecting the proceedings of the inſurgents. | 

Their commencement was in one or two pariſhes in the 
county of Kerry, and they proceeded thus :—The people 
/afſembled in a maſs-houſe, and there took an oath to obey the 

laws of Captain Right, and to ſtarve the clergy. They then 
proceeded to the next pariſkes on the following Sunday, and 
there ſwore the people in the fame manner, with this addi- , 
tion that they (the people laſt ſworn) ſhould, on the enſuing 
Sunday, proceed to the chapels of their next neighbouring 
pariſhes, and ſwear the inhabitants of thoſe pariſhes in like 


manner, ; 


Clergy not 
eppicthve. 


maſs-houſe. 


_ elive in a grave lined with thorns, cr he was ſet naked on 


zs this day an account received of two. military men, who 
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Preceeding in this manner they very ſoon went through the 10 
province of Munſter. | The firſt object of their reformation Wl 


was tithes z they ſwore not to give more than a certain price 


per acre—not to take from the miniſter at a great price not 


to aſſiſt or allow him to be aiſiſted in drawing the tithe, and 


to permit no procor. They next took upon them to prevent 


the collection of pariſh ceſſes then to nominate patiſh clerks, 
and in ſome, caſes curates—to ſay what church ſhould. cr 
ſhould not be repaired 3 and in one Caſe to threaten that they 
would burn a new church if the old one was nct given for a 


At laſt they proceeded to regulate the price of lands, to 
rate the price of labour, and to oppote the collection of the 
hearth-morey and other taxes. | HE: 

In all their proceedings they have ſhewn the greateſt ad- 
dreſs, with a degree of cautien and circumſpection which is 
the more alarming, as it demonſtrates ſyſtem and deſign. Bo- 
dies of 5000 of them have been ſeen to march through the 
country unarmed," and if met by any magiſtrate, who bad 
ſpirit to queſtion them, they have not ofter-d the ſmalleſt 
rudeneſs or offence ;z on the contrary, they have allowed per- 
fons, charged with crimes, to be taken from amongſt them by 
the magilirates alone, unaided with any force. —Whercver 
they went they found the people as ready to take an-oath to 
cheat the clengy as they were to propoſe it; but if any one 
Cid reſiſt, the torments which he was doomed to undergo were 
too hortible even fot ſavages to be ſuppoſed guilty of. In the 
middle of the nigkt ke was dragged from his bed, and buricd 


horſeback, and tied to a ſaddle covered with thorns ;—in 
addition to this, perhaps his ears were fawed off, —Sir, there 


had exerted themſelves in the line of their duty, being attacked 
by a body of rizhtboys, and I fear murdered, for there is but 


little hope of their recovering of their wounds. The way in 


which the righthoys perpetrated this crime was, the two men 
were walking together, armed, they fet a dog at them, when 
one of the men fired; he had no ſooner thrown away his fire, 
than a muſtitude rafted upon the two from behind the ditches, 
and wounded them in a moſt ſhocking manner. es, 
Now, Sir, upon the beſt enquiry that I bave been able to 
make, it docs not appear that there is the leaft ground to ac- 
cuſe the clerzy of extortion, Far from receiving the tenth, 
I know cf no inftance in which they receive the twentierh 
part. I am very wel! acquainted wich the province of Mun- 
mer, and 1 know that it is impoſſible for human wfetchedneis 
to exceed that of the 'miſerable peaſantry in that province. I 
know that the unhappy tenantry are ground to powder by 
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Tlentieſs Tandlords—T know that, far from being able to give 
the cl rgv their juſt dues, they have not food or raiment for 
themſelves, the landlord graſps the whole; and forry ] am 
to add, that not ſatisfied with the preſent extortion, ſome land- 
lards have been ſo baſe to inſtigate the inſurgents to rob the 
clergy of their tithes, not in order to alleviate the diſtreſſes of 
the tenantry, but that they might add the clergy”s thare to the 
cruel rack-tents alreac y paid.- Sir, I fear it will require the 
vtmoſt ability of parliament to come to the root of thoſe evils, 
The poor people of Munſter live in a more abject ſtate cf 
poverty than human nature can be ſ;ppoſed able to bear— 
their miferies are intolerable, but they do not originate with 
the clergy z nor can the legiſlature ſtand by and fee them 
take the redreſꝭ into their own hands, Nothing can be done 
for their benefit while the country remains in a ſtate of 
A 5 | PEERS 

Upon the beſt conſideration that I have been able to give 
the ſubjeQ, two circumitances, which have contributed to 
i ſpread the commotions, require to be immediately corrected, 

The hrit is, that under the preſent exiſting law the kind of 
combination which pet vades the province of Munter is deemed 
but a miſdemeanor z it is a bailable offence, and no magi1- 
trete can tefuſe to take bail for it. | 2 


magiſtrates throughout the great county of Cork; there is 
ſcarcely a magiſtrate that will act. In the neighbourhocd of 


the city of Cork indeed one gentleman, Mr, Mannix, exerted 


himſelf, much to his own honour and the public beneart. In 
the welt of the county, Mr. Cox alſo behaved with great pro- 
priety, If other magiſtrates had acted in the fame manner 
theſe two gentlemen did, the commotions would not have 
exiſted for Al. 5 | f 


A right honourable friend of mine has declared, that he 


thinks it odd that government ſhould have, upon a former 
cccahon, proſecuted the ſteelboys for hich treaſon, and they 
mould have indicted the righthoys for a miſdemeanor only.— 
I {hall tell him why? It would be very wicked and very 
oppreſſive, indeed, for any lawyer to indi a man for high 
treaſon,” where the law had particularly deſcribed his crime 
and called it a miſdemefnor only; beſides, I am free to own, 
that if by any ingenuity*theſe combinations could be tortured 
into high treafon, I would not be very ready to declare the 
whole province of Munſter in rebellion. ' At Clonmel, a»man 
was indicted capitally, and "though his- offence was of a very 
black dye, and complicated with treachery, yet it was a mat- 
ter of great difficulty to prevaiFon a jury to find him guilty, 
and when they did, they ſtrongly recommended him ro mercy: 


The ſecond is, the inſufficiency and criminal negle& of 
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A charge has been made againſt government for ſuppteſſing 
informations againft a ſheriff *s bailiff, and from this it has a: 
very wiſely been inferred that government abets the rightboys, Wl 
Now as I have the informations in my hand, I ſhall ſubmit Wl 


them to the Houſe, and Whether it was poſſible to ſtrain an 
indictment out of it. 1 | 3 

This is the information of Daniel Duggan, ſheriff *s bailiff, WK 
who acknowledges, that on the evening of Monday the 12th 
of June, returning home to Coyne, he had occaſion to ſtop 
. | He further confeſſes, that he was then over- 


taken by two men, one of them a ſlender man in black Wl 


clothes, who aſked his name 2nd where he dwelt z which be- 
ing told, he aſked if he knew Nick Dalton, John Ahern, and 
William Power? He faid he did; on which he defired hin 
to go and tell them, Captain Right would be with them on 
Saturday night. He bid the man in black go himſelf, who 
laid, if he did not go, he would make an example. Being 
therefore in dread of his life, he went to the houte of Dalton, 
and delivered him the ſaid meſſage ; afterwards meeting Ahern 
on the road, he delivered him ſaid meſſage: And further 
layeth not eee oy 

The next 1s the information of Catherine Ahern, wife of 
John Ahern, She ſwears, that ſhe came up to her huſband, 
on the road between Cloyne and her houſe : that he was con- 
verſing with Daniel Duggan: that, on her coming up, her 
huſband told her. Duggan had a ſummons for him from the 
whiteboys.: that Duggan made no reply : that deponent and 
her huſband returned ** ; and that the man in conipany 
with Duggan never ſpoke one word. And further this depo- 
nent ſayeth not. V 

The next is the information of John Ahern. He was met 
on the road to Cloy ne about ten o'clock at night, on the 12th 
of June, by Daniel Duggan; who aſked him to dtink a pot 
of porter, which he refuſed, it being late. Duggan then put 
his hand in his pocket, pulled out ſome papers, and ſaid he 
had a ſum of money for deponent. Deponent apprehending 
Jaid ſummons was a notice from the perſons called whiteboys, 
ſaid he would not take it. Duggan then pulled out a hand- 
ful of papers, which by the little light that then'was, depo- 
nent believes were ſummonſes; and Duggan ſaid, he had one 
for him, .one for Nich. Dalton, one for James Garvan, and 
one for Wiliiam Power, from thoſe gentiemen, meaning, as 
deponent believes, the whiteboys, The man in black ſpoke 
not one word, and further this deponent ſayeth not. 

Now, I am bold to fay, that upon theſe informations it 
would puzzle all the crown lawyers in the three kingdoms to 
form an indictment, and if I had been in the place of the 
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learned and honourable gentleman that was ſent down to pro- 


ſecute, I ſhould not have heſitated a moment to have ſuper- 
ſeded the committal, and diſcharged the man without bail.— 
A man pulls out papers, which in the night, another man 
believes to be ſummonſes, and for this he is to be ſeat to gaol, 


WF and proſecuted for high treaſon, The learned. gentleman 
very properly rejected the informations as inſufficient ; in fo 
= doing, he did honour to his judgment, and to the diſcern- 
ment of thoſe who employed him, and who could not poſ- 


fibly have ſelected a man whoſe head and whoſe heart more 
eminently entitle him to truſt and to coniidence. 

If any gentleman entertains a doubt concerning the facts I 
have referred to, I am ready to lay the proofs upon the table. 
But they are of too great notoriety ; therefore, Sir, to detain 
the committee no longer, I nfove you, | 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that ſome further 


| proviſions by ſtatute are indiſpenſably neceſſary to prevent 
| tumultuous riſings and affemblies, and for the more adequate 


and effectual puniſhment of perſons guilty of outrage, - riot 
and illegal combination, and of adminiſtering and taking uns 
lawtul oaths.” 


Mr. LowTxer,—The magiſtrates and landlords are ac- Mr. Low- 
cuſed, and I fear not without reaſon, as being one cauſe of ther. 


the whiteboys diſturbances. Do theſe men live in the air, or 
on the land? If on the land, the gentlemen might eaſily ſtop 
them—they might baniſh from their eftates every diſturber of 
the peace, Something has been ſaid of an addreſs to his 
Majeſty. How can his Majeſty redrefs the evil? Is it by 


employing more -troops ?—l will venture to ſay that his 
Majeſty's troops cannot redreſs the evil if country gentlemen | 


will not aſſiſt. 


Mr. LoNGrIiEUp contended that the informations read by 
the Attorney General were ſufficient to ground an indictment 
under the itatute of the 15th and 16th of Geo. III. As to 
the new laws, he thought them unneceſſary the preſent were, 


in his opinion, ſufficient, would the magiſtrates exert them- 


Mr. Long · 
field con- 
troverts the 
Attorney 
G-neral s 
argument. 


felves, Why they had not, he could not imagine. There 
were in the county of Cork from one hundred to one hundred 


and fifty revenue officers in the magiſtracy - ſurely they were 


under tae direction of government, if government thought 


proper to encourage them. He declared it was in the power 


of ſome gentlemen to have put a ſtop to the inſurgeats very 
early, if a meeting which he had propoleg, had been holden. 
"Thirteen gentlemen had figned a requiſition to the ſheriff for 
that meeting, but it had not been held, by which diſappoint- 
ment every hope of peace had been fruſtrated, A meeting 
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ds held in November, when it could do no ſervice, bat . 
ſeemed to be for the purpcle of founding a police bill. ny 


Mr. Chine . Mr, Cyrxnxexy faid he felt himſelf called upon to ſtate to 

ry ſtates his che Houſe his conduct, as ſheriff, relative to the requifiticn Wl 

e, Ae mentioned. He admitted that a requiſicion ſigned with thirteen 

4 names, ſome of them very reſpectable, had been ſhewn to 
Aim; but thinking that fo great a county, as the county of 

Cork, extending between ſeventy and eighty miles, ought net 

to be convened without very cogent reaſons, he mentioned to 


the gentleman who had thewn him the paper, that he wiſhed to 


have more names to it, otherwiſe he muſt upon calling the 
county (which he would do if defired) apologiſe for to doing 
at the requeſt of comparatively a very ſmall part. The gen- 
tleman acknowledged the force of this reaſoning, and went | 
towards Mallow, where the paper originated, to get more ſip. 
natures.. Thither Mr. Chinnery attended him. It was, how- 
ever, then deemed unneceſſary to call the county, as Lord Lut- 
trell and the atmy were going down, and fo the matter dropt 
for chat time, However, in November, another requiſition, 
ſigned by forty-three men of great property in the county, 
was offered, in conſequence of which he did call the county 

together. At that meeting reſolutions were paſſed, declarative 
of a determination to maintain the public peace againſt all dii- 
turbers thereof; alſo cenſuring the inaCtivity of the magiſtrates, 
whoſe ſhameful ĩnactivity had ſo much contributed to promote 
the diſturbances, which might have been cafily ſuppteſſed by 
the laws now in being, if properly enforced, "tf? 


Sir Henry Sir HEnay CAVITN DIS faid, though ſome individual ma- 
e qr giftrates had properly exerted themſelves, yet it ſeemed to br 
magiſtrates generally allowed that the generality had then a moſt unbe- 
ſupine. coming, nay a Criminal ſupineneſs; however, he faw no ad- 
| vantage the country could now reap by mutual recrimination 
between A and B; he therefore begged gentlemen to adhere tv 
the queſtion. He thought gentlemen had gone a little ioo fac 
in throwing the entire blame on the landiords z perhaps in gene- 
ral it was well founded, but not neceſſary to declare. A right 
honourable gentleman, he ſaid, had ſtated the two capital de- 
feas which at preſent give room to the proceedings of inſur- 
gents, he requeſted he would now ſtate what remedics he in- 


tead<d to apply. 


The Attor- The ATTORNEv GENERAL ſaid the laws ſhonld be pro- 
wey 2 rly amended, fo as to enable the magiſtrates to ſtop the miſ- 
ee © chief, by diſperſing all mobs and illegal affemblies. Some 
the peatan- reform ſhould alſo take place amongſt the magiftrates. He 
try tothe would, he ſaid, ſtate more particularly to the tiouſe the ſcope 


rapacity of + his intention, {0 that full time mould be had for confidera- 


- 


laadlords. 
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on as ſoon as he had reduced the matters into form, which, 
yet, he had not had time to do. | : | 

As to the peaſantry of Munſter, he ſaid it was impoſſible 
r them longer to exiſt in the extreme wretchedneſs under 
hich they labour. A poor man is obliged to pay fix pounds 
ran acre of potatoe ground, which ſix pounds he is obliged 
work out with his landlord at five pence a diy. 


Sir Henxy CavenpDisn,—l am glad that ſome attention Ser Henry 
to be paid to the conduct of the magiſtrates, and I hope alfa Cavendiſk. 
the manner of appointing them, at the ſame time that I de- 
are the higheſt reſpeQ for the great law character from whom 

ey receive authority. But ſuppoſe thele two points attained, 
des the ri zht honourable gentleman mean to ftop there? Will 
> not proceed to remove the obſtruction to the collection of 
hes? 8 
Mr. Mon TGomeryY (of Donegal) It appears to me that Mr. Mont- 
e are firſt going to puniſh men with a deſign to enquire into gomery pro- 
eir grievances afterwards. | think we ſhould enquire whe- _ OS Ou 
er the clergy, as well as the laity, are not in fault. The 2 3 
Wouth is not the only part of the kingdom where the farmer is ances of the 

ſtreſſed and aggrieved, it is the ſame in the North; and I poor. 
ive it to the Committee on my honour, that they are only 

aiting to know how. parliament will proceed. They would 
ave preſented a petition, but they have preſented ſo many, 

d wich ſo little effect, that they thought it would be in vain. 
lowever, I beg the Houſe will make full and fair enquiry into 
ie Cauſe of the dilturbances, without partiality or reſpect to 

y deſcription of. men. If no one elſe moves ſuch an enquiry, 

pledge my ſelf that 1 will. 


The Arroxwney GENERAL. — I am able en the ho- The Attor- 
ourable gentleman what will give him pleaſure A pariſh in ney General. 
e North, tbat has a diſpute concerning tithes, and which has 

ppealed to the laws of the land, has atready proved ſucceſs- 

in the King's Bench, fo far as proceedings have gone. 


The queſtion was then put, and paſſed unanimouſly, where- 
don the committee reported, | 


The ATTorRNey GENERAL then moved for leave to bring The Attor- 
d a bill conſonant to the tenor of the refolution. Leave wag ney General. 
ven, and the Attorney General, Serjeant Fitzgerald, and 

r Henry Hartſtonge were ordered to prepare and bring in the 

me. | 
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Petition of - A petition of the merchants, traders and other inhabitants 
—_— of the borough of Newry, whoſe names are thereunto fuly- 
waders, &e. ſcribed; was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, 
of the bo- that in that and other ſea- ports great inconvenience and much 


rough of damage ariſe to the inhabitants, as well as to ſtrange's te ſort- 
Newry. 8 


coal meaſures and coal porters, and for preventing the exceſ- 

five price of coals ſold in ſmall quantities to the poor, from the 
want of proper regulations in the market for bread, fleſh meat, 
and other articles, and from the want of proper regulations 
for cleaning the ſtreets, and keeping them free from dung, 
rubbiſh, filth, and other obſiruQtions, and for preventing ſwine 
from going at large therein; and repreſenting that as the trade, 
commerce and population of the ſea-ports in this kingdom ſhall 
increaſe, ſo will the evils at preſent felt from the cauſes therein 
enumerated increaſe alſo, if not ſeaſonably prevented]; and 
pray ing relief, 8 


Petition of A petition. of John Swan, examinator of exciſe, was pre- 
John Swan, ſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the petitioner 
examinator is frequently called upon, by order of the Houſe, to furniſh 
ot excl. accounts of the produce of his Majeſty's exciſe and licenſes 
for different periods, and in various points of view; that the 
petitioner's office being conſiderably encreaſed in buſineſs, he 
has found it neceſſary, for expediting the accounts required by 
Houte with the more eaſe and diſpatch, not only to plan new 
books, but alſo frequently to employ additional clerks, at his 
own expence z and therefore praying the Houle to order him 
the uſual compenſation. | 
Petition of 


as ores A petition of the governors and guardians of the hoſpital for 
03 the relief of the poor lying-in women in Dublin, under their 
guardiznz of common ſeal, was pretented to the Houſe and read; ſetting 
the lying-in forth, that faid charity bath for many years afforded indiſcti- 
pit. minate relief to many indigent and diſtreſſed perſons. Vi ithin 

theſe laſt ten years the numbers have been nearly doubled, 

amounting in the preceding year to one thouſand three hundred 


and fifty z and the petitioners find it expedient to eſtabliſh ten | 


additional beds, in order to extend the term that patients may 
remain in, without precluding others, in ſucceſſion; that the 
tyundation hath been ſupported by voluntary contributions and 
_ benefaCtions, and by the prohts aciting from certain public en- 
tertainments z that the ſame have gradually declined, but that 
the petitioners have been enabled, by aid of pariiament and 
by private ſubſcriptions, to put in forwardneſs additional 


TS 


ing thereunto, from the want of proper regulations for cars and 
carts plying for hire, for the want of propet regulations for | 
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rooms of general reception, when compleated, will tend to 
the ſupport of the ſaid charitable toymdation, the accommoda- 
tion of the public, and the ornament of the me:ropolis that 
the petitioners have accounted for all expenditures before the 
commiilioners of impreſt accounts, to the firſt day of the pre - 
ceding month, viz. the 1ſt of December, 1786, as by ſaid 
accounts, now on the table, will appear; and therefore pray- 
ing aid to complete the faid work, to diſcharge the incum- 
brances they have unavoidably incurred, or ſuch other annual 
relief as parliament, in their benevolence, may extend to 
them. 


A petition of the high ſheriff and freeholders of the county NI of 
of Kilkenny, ſigned by the ſaid ſheriff, was preſented to the —_— 
Houle and read; fetting forth, that the petitioners have ob- frecholders 
ſerved, for a ſeries of years, the diſcontents which have pre- of the coun- 


vailed in this kingdom, and in this county in particular; that ty Kilkeanye 


theſe diſcontents have prevailed equally in time ot, peace as in 
time of war, and that the mode in which the proviſion for the 
clergy has been levied and collected has been the oſtenſible 
cauſe of theſe diſcontents : Far from queſtioning the rights of 
the clergy, or from caſting any reflection on that ſacred order, 
or from wiſhing to affect the property of any ſet of men with- 
out giving a juſt compenſation, the petitioners have an ardent 
wiſh that this momentous queſtion ſhould be conſidered by the 
repreſentatives of the people; they are aware that if the ſub= 
ject be aggrieved parliament only can and ought to give redreſs ;. 
and in their reliance on the wiſdom of that auguſt aſſembly, 
they entertain a hope that from that wiſdom ſome meaſure 


may ariſe by which the clergy and the laity may both be bene- 
ited, | 


A petition of Paul Le Bas, examinator of the premiums Petition of 


paid for bringing of corn, meal, flour and malt by inland car- 
riage to Dublin, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting: 
forth, that in the act paſſed in the ſeſſion of parliament 175 
a ſalary was appointed for the perſon who diſcharged the faid 
employment; that fince the paſſing of ſaid act the very great 
increaſe of the buſineſs makes it neceſſary to employ clerks to 
aſſiſt therein, the payment of whom nearly equals the ſalary 
allowed by the ſaid act; that the ſum voted by the Houſe is 


the only allowance the petitioner has to pay theſe clerks z and 
therefore praying aid. 


A petition of William Worthington, of the city of Dublin, Petition of 


merchant and callico printer, was preſented, to the Houſe and 
read ; ſetting forth, that the petitioner has for many years paſt. . 
extenſively carried on the. buſineſs of linen and cotton printing 
at the Watergates near this city, Petitioner begs leave to ob- 
Vor. EY +8 
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chant and ſerve that the manufaQuring of callicoes in this kingdom is 


callico 
printer, 


Petition of 
the mer- 
chants, tra- 
ders, & 
the borough 
of Newry. 


export, and the bounty thereon z that in many ſuch ports, and 


arrived to ſo great perfection, that there are only wanting com- 
plete printing works to render it entirely equal to that of fo- 
reign, and conſequently to put a ſtop to the importation of 
ſuch goods, which would be the means ef ſaving many thou- 
ſand pounds annually to this nation; theſe conſiderations have 
induced petitioner to contract with the corporation of the city 
of Dublin for ſome grounds at Iſland Bridge, watered by the 
river Liffev, a moſt commodious and convenient place for car- 
Tying on the callico printing buſineſs; that petitioner has en- 
gaged a callico printer from England, a man of very great ex- 
perience and abilities, under whoſe immediate advice and aſ- 
ſiſtance petitioner has in the courſe of this laſt ſummer erected 
a complete printing factory, with all the offices neceſſary 
thereto, at Iſland Bridge aforeſaid; that the ſaid printing fac- 
tory, fo erected, will contain twenty printing tables, which 
twenty tables, fully occupied, will give employment to up- 
wards of three hundred perſons of different ages and ſexes: 


That the callico printing buſineſs can be carried on better near 


the capital than at a diſtance therefrom, for the following rea- 
ſon ; the drapers, who reſide moſtly in the capital, with al- 
ways to be near the printing grounds, to chooſe their patterns, 
&c, Petitioner begs leave to inform the Houſe, that he has 
already expended upwards of two thouſand pounds in erecting 
the ſaid buildings, and furniſbing the fame with neceſſary 
utenſils, ſuch as mill, calender, ſtoves, kieves, coppers, &c. 
That he humbly apprehends his undertaking is of general uti- 
lity, and tends to promote and extend the linen and cotton 
trade of Ireland, as his callico patterns are as well calculated 
for linens as callicoes ; that the ſaid buſineſs, carried on ex- 
tenſively and to national advantage, would require à capital 

reater than the petitioner is poſſeſſed of; and therefore pray- 
Ing the aid of parliament, upon his giving ſufficient ſecurity 
to carry the trade fully into execution at and Bridge afore- 
ſaid, and ſo to continue it for any number of years the Houſe 
ſhall think fir. | | 


A petition of the merchants, traders and other inhabitants 
of the borough of Newry, whole names are thereunto ſub- 
ſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, 
that by the law now in force the chief magiſtrate of every ſea- 
port, city or town, where a market for grain is held, is oblig- 
ed, under a penalty of twenty pounds for every neglect, to 
return to the colleQtor of ſuch port, on every market-day, or 
the day following, a true account of the average price of all 
kinds of grain on each market-day, and the medium of the 
fame for the three laſt market-days, in order to regulate the 


= 
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Sn this town amongſt the reſt, it is impoſſible for the chief ma- 

Woiſtrate to comply with the law, as very little of the grain ſold 
Wis bronght to the open market, or weighed at the 2 
oſpection of ſuch magiſtrate, the greateſt part being weighed 
tc other cranes, and fictitious prices given in to the clerk of the 
narket of that weighed at the market crane, by a colluſion 
ESbetween the buyers and ſellers, in order to prevent the inten- 
ion of the legiſlature from taking effect, whereby the export 


oe true prices were returned, ſuch grain and meal could not 


ounty is often procured on grain and meal at times, when, if 


; de legally exported, to the no ſmall injury of the revenue, as 

| yell as the manufacturing and labouring poor; that petitioners 

y zumbly conceive that if at every ſea- port, city or town, all 

x grain and oatmeal, when firſt bought or delivered therein, (ex- 

1 epting cargoes imported by ſea, and barley bought by malſters 

r brewers for making into malt) were, under certain penal- 

. ies, to be weighed at the crane of the chief magiſtrate and no 

r here elſe; and if the ſellers were, under certain penalties, 

- bliged to give in to the clerk of the market, at the time of 

1 eighing, the true prices, together with their real names and 

5, laces of abode, thoſe evils would be thereby remedied, and 

2 very ſuch magiſtrate be enabled to comply with the intention 

8 f the legiſlature in making true returns, whereby the export 

y nd export-bounties on grain and meal would be regulated in 

c. he manner intended by law; and therefore praying relief. 

1 A petition of the incorporated ſociety in Dublin for promo- Petition of 
In ng Engliſh Proteſtant Schools in Ireland, under their com- the incorpo- 
ed hon ſeal, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, eee. 
K- dat petitioners find, with gratitude, the ſociety recommended bow Engliſh 
al om the throne by his Grace the Lord Lieutenant on the open- Proteſtant 

- 20 g of the preſent ſeſſion of parliament; that petitioners humbly Chartzr _ 
FF ope that the Houſe will take the preſent ſtate of the Engliſh 3 * 
re- roteſtant Charter Schools into mature conſideration; that ä 
Ie dthing can give the petitioners greater ſatisfaction than a mi- 

te parliamentary enquiry into the funds and expences of the 

ats ciety ; that from ſuch an inveſtigation the petitioners have no 
"AY bubt but the Houſe will grant them ſuch a public aid as will 
th, able them to ſupport the ſeveral ſchools and nurſeries upon a 
tg re and permanent footing from this to the next ſeſſion of par- 
ig- ament z that the actual number of children in the ſchools 

90 dd nurſeries laſt Michaelmas was one thouſand ſeven hundred 

* d ten, a number conſiderably leſs than would be, were well 

all unded applications, which are daily made, complied with z 
the at from the advanced price of proviſions the - petitioners find 
the indiſpentably neoeſſary to encreaſe the allowance of the chil- 
and 


ens dietary nearly one halfpenny a day each, making in the 
| _— : | 


U 
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whole two-pence halfpenny a day each for the diet of ſixteen 


hundred and {eventvV-nire children, maſters, miſtreſſes and 


iervarts; but excluſive of one hundred and forty-two chi- 


chen in three ſchools near the capital, to whom three-pence ; 
day have been neccilarily allowed for ſome time paſt, which 


will induce an additional expence of 11 36l. 168. 55d. ; ri 


from the advanced price of maſt articles of clothing, eſpecially 


wooullen, tle petitioners find it alſo indiſpenſably neceſſary wi 
encruate the allowance of clothing the children in the (chookf 
to thirty ſhillings, and thoie in the nurſeries to two and twenty 


"Billings each, being five {hillings more than formerly, which 


will Induce an additional expence of 4271. 10s. ;z that the pe. 


titioners al o beg leave to itate that ſeveral of the ſchool houſe 
and buildings are, and have been for a conſiderable time paf, 
greatly out of repair, which will induce an immediate extre- 
ordinary expence and therefore praying relief. The ſtate o 
the inconie, and expenditure of the ſociety for the paſt year, 
and an eſtimate of expences neceſſary for the preſent year, ar: 
annexed, to which the petitioners beg leave to refer. 


Petition of A petition of the mayor, aldermen, ſherifſs and citizens d 
aldermen. imerick, whole names are thereunto fubſcribed, was pretente 
meriff, &c, to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that petitioners are {ui 


of the city fering the greateſt inconvenience theſe many years paſt from thi 


of Limerick. dearneſs of firing, and the advanced prices on all the other ne 


ceſſaries, for encreaſing the home manufactures and foreig 
trade of the city of Limerick; that the wiidom of the legiſl; 
ture had many years ago adopted a meaſure which would effec 
tually have remecicd their complaints if brought to maturity 
by granting ſums of money, and incorporating a company b 
charter, for making a navigable canal from Limerick to Killa 
loe ; that no fleps have been taken for ſome years to comple 
the navigation; and at a time that the canal from Dublia i 
Monaſtereven has been compleated, petitioners have the mot 
cification to inform the tiouſe that the Limerick company hay 
totally declined their work, and advertiſed their incompetenc 
to finiſh them in the public prints; that the port of the city 
Limerick has been lately much reſorted; to for the exportat! 
of corn and rape-ſeecd, which, if their canal was compleatec 
would be objects of the firſt national importance, by encreaſi 
agriculture, and improving the lands in the entenſive range 
this navigation; that petitioners humbly ſubmit the premiis 
to the Houſe, and look up with the moſt anxious hope to d 
wiſdom of parliament for redreſs. | 


Petition of A petition of James King and Abraham Bradley King 
Jaraes and printers to the Houſe, was preſented to the Houſe and rea! 
Abraham jetting forth, that in obedience to the order of the 2oth « 


d , A 
. January, 1787, and the appointment of the right honour 
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Tohn Foſter, ſpeaker, the petitioners printed three hundred printers to 
ſers of the public accounts, laid before the Houſe this ſeſſiun the Houle, 
of parliament, cach fet containing twelve fheets and an haif 

of figure work on large paper; and therefore praying recom- 

pence. 


A petition of James King and Abraham Bradley Ring, Petition of 


printers to the Houſe, was preſented to the Houſe and read ee and 
. o . 5 5 r 
ſetting forth, that in obedience to the order of the Sth day of N 


May, 1786, and by the apporntment end under the direction King, &c. 


of the right honourable ohn Foiter, ſpeaker, the petitioners 
have printed all the books of the proceedings or journals of 
tie Houſe of Commons at that time not printed, making the 
twenty-third volume, which are delivered; and therefore 
praying recompence, 


A petition of George Cuppaidge, of Wire Place, wire-ma- Petition of 
nufacturer, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting ene 
forth, that petitioner is a native of this kingdom, and has by eee 
conſtant and ſteady application for twenty- ſix years laſt paſt, facturer. 
brought to the greateſt perfection many uſeful arts before un- 
known to this kingdom, particularly thoſe of making paper- 
moulds, drawing and weaving fine braſs and iron wires, bolting 
flour-machines, and machines for cleaning wheat, ſuperior in 
quality to any imported, and has ercQcd a manufactory at 
Wire Place aforefaid, ,where he carries on all the above { 
branches in a moſt extenſive manner; that petitioner has at 
faid place erected a tilt-mill for prepsring wire iron from the 
bar, the firſt and only one in the kingdom, alſo wire mills for 
drawing ſaid iron, the whole complete and at work from July 
laſt, and capable of manufacturing upwards of fifty tons of 
wire annually; that petitfoner has not received any public 
bounty of any kind for theſe his inventions an improvements 
ſince the year 1772, when the honourable the Dublin Society 
were pleaſed to grant him a ſmall gratuity z that his bolting 
and wheat machinery and machine manufactory, &c, were 
viewed at work by a committee appointed by the faid honour- 
able ſociety, who, on the 28th. day of November, 1782, re- 
ported to the ſaid honourable ſociety that petitioner had merit; 
and therefore praying engouragement, | 


A petition of John Edwards, of Old Court, in the county Petition of 
of Wicklow, Eſq; was prefented to the Houſe and read; ſet- Jobn Ed- 
ting forth, that the petitioner, ſome time ſince embarked in the _—_ 8 
manufacture of woollen cloths, of wool. the growth of this 3s ale ane” 
kingdom; that the earneſt object of his purſuit was by every ty of Wick- 
pottble exertion to attain to that degree of perfection for which low, Eſq. 
England is ſo remarkable; that petitioner obſerved, with con- 


cern, that nearly our whole conſumption of that ſpecies of 
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narrow. cloths, called foreſts, is conſtantly ſupplied by Eng- 
land, and that we are totally unequal to meet them, even in 
our own markets, either in quality or price, notwithſtanding 
the charges of importation, which operate as a protection of 
conſequence in our favour, as they amount to upwards of 
eizht-pence per yard upon a cloth of four or five ſhillings va- 
lue ; that petitioner conceives this art very attainable by pro- 
per and well-directed exertions, and is alſo perſuaded that this 
ſpeeics of finer woollen cloths may be reſcued (to the great 
advantage of the nation) out of the overplus of wool ſaved 
from thoſe ponderous fabricks called frizes, in which is ſwal- 
lowed up a vaſt quantity of the beſt clothing wool of the king- 
dom, and which are indebted for their cheapneſs to the extreme 


rudeneſs of their compoſition, as their manufacture is not 


above a fourth of what it ſhould be upon the ſame proportion 


of wool, and conſequently of imminent diſadvantage to a na- 


tion ſcarce in the ſtaple, but abounding in uſeleſs hands; pe- 
titioner begs leave to ſtate as a fact, that the ſame quantity and 
quality of wool generally worked up into a coat of frize would, 


if properly ſorted and managed, produce a coat for the labour- 
ing man of the ſame price, but of far ſuperior texture and ap- 


peatance, and alſo about two yards of neat foreſt cloth clearly 
gained beſides, thus doubling the value of the fabric, and en- 


creaſing the workmanſhip in a quadruple 2 e that peti- 


tioner has for ſome time paſt dedicated his whole time and ſtudy 
to this purſuit, and has made a very conſiderable progreſs there- 


in, ſparing neither the trouble nor the expence and loſſes una- 


voidably attending the eſtabliſhment of a new manufacture, and 
determining invariably to make excellence his object in pre- 
ference to private emolument, until his purpoſe be accompliſh- 
ed; that petitioner has at great expence and trouble erected 
proper buildings for carrying on the different branches, with 
fulling mill, &c, &c. contiguous to his own dwelling-houſe at 
Old Court near Bray, in the county of Wicklow, eleven miles 
from Dublin, extending the buſineſs by degrees, and always 
building one improvement upon the ſucceſs of another; that 
petitioner has ten boys apprentices from the charter ſchools, 


who are carefully inſtructed in the various branches, in order to 


diſſeminate as much as poſſible a thorough knowledge of the 
buſineſs z that petitioner has the moſt flattering expectations of 
ſucceſs in his purſuit, but is much reſtrained by the want of 
the capital requiſite in fo complicated a buſineſs, having ex- 


pended as far as his property, which is ſettled, would allow 


him; and therefore praying aid. 


A petition of William Perſſe of Roxborrow, in the county 
of Galway, and of Hyacinth Skerrett of Finvatta, in the coun- 
ty of Clare, Eſqrs. was preſented to the Houle and read, ſet- 
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ting forth, that great ſhoals of herrings, cod and ling annually Roxborrow, 

reſort to the ſea ſhores of the county of Clare, on the weſtern and Hya- 
7 ſhore of this kingdom, where a great number of veſſels annu- —_— 
ally aſſemble for the purpoſe of fiſhing; that the ſhoals of her- varta, pigs, 

rings make their appearance in the greateſt quantity during the | 

winter months, and that from the thallowneſs of the water in 

the ſeveral inlets on ſaid coaſt, and the other dangers thereof, 
it is neceſſary. to carry on ſaid fiſhery by boats; that from the 

want of proper or a ſufficient number of houſes to receive the 

perſons concerned in the faid fiſheries, or a proper eſtabliſhment 

of refineries of ſalt, or ſtores to depoſit foreign ſalt, or build- 

ings to cure the hſh, and coopers to prepare the caſks, the op- 

portunities of very conſiderable national advantages are loſt ; 

that the neighbouring country is little cultifated, and the 

houſes of the inhabitants very inadequate to giye ſhelter to the 

boatmen attending the fiſhery, much leſs to anſwer the above 

purpoſes ; that the failure of the Britiſh fiſhery, on which 

500,000l. has been expended, is acknowledged to have been 

owing to the neglect of making a proper eſtabliſhment for the 
reception of perſons employed in that trade contiguous to the 

ſeat of the fiſhery, and without which it ſeems obvious that in 

this kingdom this great national ſource of wealth can never be 

brought to any great public benefit; the petitioners have ex- 

pended ſeveral large ſums of money in building a quay on a 

part of ſaid ſhore, called Blenview, and have built ſeveral 

boats, and otherwiſe expended ſeveral other ſums of money 

for the encouragement of ſaid fiſheries z that ſeveral other gen- 

tlemen would ſubſcribe to the encouragement of ſaid fiſheries 

if the expence of erecting ſaid other neceſſary buildings was 

not too great for other individuals to engage in; that the peti- 

tioners have already incurred a very conſiderable expence in 

promoting this great national object, but are unable to proceed, 

as it will require a ſum far beyond the abilities of private for- 

tunes to erect ſaid neceſſary buildings ; that the petitioners are 

ſeized of eſtates of upwards of the value of 40o0ol. per annum, 

upon which, in order to procure'this great national adyantage, 

and for the purpoſe of furniſhing a ſufficient capital, they are 

deſirous that the ſum ſhall be raiſed, by way of mortgage on 

{aid eftates, not exceeding 4oool. provided an equal ſum ſhall 

be granted for the purpole aforeſaid, to be expended under the 

direction of, and with ſuch reſtrictions and regulations as the 

Houſe, in their great wiſdom and prudence, ſhall preſcribe, to 

be regularly accounted for to parliament, 


Mr. Joux WILLIAM FosTER reported from the commit- Report of 
> tee appointed to enquire into the ſtate of the road leading from 5 —_— 
Dublin to Dunleer, the reſolutions which they had directed Pente 


F 


72 


PARLIAMENTARY [es. 1, 


ed to enquire him to report to the Houſe, which he read in his place, and 


into the 
ſtate of the 
eurnpike 


road leading 


after delivered in at the table, where the fame were read, and 
are as follow : 


1. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 


to Dualcer. the intereſt of the debt due upon the turnpike road leading from 


Dublin to Dunleer amounts to the annual ſum of 675i. being 
at the rate of 51. per cent, for 13,500l. principal money. 

2. R<efolvel, That the yearly produce of the tolls between 
Dublin and Dunleer amount to 1 350l.; and that after deduQ- 
ing thereout the ſaid ſum of 6751. and 821. 58. 6d. for the ſa- 
laries of Officers, there femains only 5921. 148. 6d. for repair- 
ing the road. | | 

3. Reſolved, That the ſaid road is in a worſe condition than 
heretofore, has been growing worle every year for ſome years 
paſt, and that the prelent tolls are totally inadequate to put it 
in repair. . 

4. Reſolved, That the widening the ſaid road ejghty feet 
wide at the leaſt for the three miles next Dublin, and ſixty feet 
wide throughout the remainder, would render it more ſafe and 
convenient to travellers, lefs expenſive to keep in repair when 
once put in order, ard would much facilitate travelling. 

5. Reſolved, That it will be expedient to empower the truſ- 
tees to rent ſo much land contiguous to ſaid road as may be ne- 
ceſſary to widen it in manner aforeſaid, and to charge ſuch rents 
upon the tolls. 

6. Reſolved, That it will tend much to the better manage- 
ment and repair of the ſaid road if it were divided into three 
parts, and each part put under the care of ſeparate truſtees, 


and travellers to pay once in each diviſion. 


7. Reſolved, That the intereſt of the debt due on the ſaid 
road ought to be paid out of the tolls on each diviſion, in ſuch 
proportion as the tolls of each diviſion ſhall annually bear to 
the total of the tolls of the three diviſions. 

8, Refolved, That it will be expedient to alter the preſent 
tolls on Certain Carriages, in proportion as their conſtruction 


tends more or leſs to injure or wear out the road. 


Mr. Gardi- 


ner. 


Mr. Corry. 


Mr, GakpixER moved for leave to bring in a bill for the 
improvement of the principal avenues to the city of Dublin. 


Leave was given, 


Mr. Cox Rx took notice of a very large ſum charged in the 
public accounts (not leſs than 4,5001.) for ſummoning privy 
councils, and for expreſſes. He deſired that the ſeveral vouch- 
ers for the ſum ſhould be laid before the committee of accounts, 
which were ordered accordingly. | , 


t! 
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The committee of accounts ſat, Mr. Serjcant Fitzgerald in 
the chair. 


Mr. Toun Worre took exception to the charge of zool. Mr. John 


per annum, as a filary for the Advocate General of his Ma- Wolte op- 


poſcs ſalary 


jeſty's High Court of Admiralty in Ireland. He deſired to of che Ad, 


know why ſuch an employment, with ſuch a ſalary, was eſta- vocate Ge- 


biſhed ? | neral of Ad- 
| 3 I miralty. 
The CHANCELLOR Of THE ExCHEQUER ſaid it was im- The Chan- 


poſſible for him to tell his Majeſty's motives for appointing that cellor of the 
officer, at that ſalary z but he ſuppoſed it was becauſe a Court an" 
of Admiralty was neceſſary; and becauſe it was alſo neceſſary Pie“. 
that his Majeſty ſhould have an advocate in that court. 


Mr. WoLre ſaid it was the bane of this country that every Mr. Wolfe, 
one denied reſponſibility, and ſhifted from themſelves the { 
blame of adviſing meaſures 1njurious to the public, 


The CuANcEULOR of THE Exch EUER. So far as The Chan- 
relates to my department, I am ready to be reſponſible. The cellor of the 
expences now complained of, like moſt of the other expences Exchequer 
complained of, has ariſen from the interference of this Houle o—_— 
and when parliament decides that a particular meaſure ſhall be n departs 
brought forward, one which his Majeſty by his prerogative is to ment only. 
carry into effect, Jam not ſo vain or fo preſumptuous as to 
ſuppoſe he will conſult with me on every itep to be taken. 

Thus, in the preſent inſtance, parliament decided that there 
ſhall be an Iriſh Admiralty, his Majeſty appoints the neceſſary 
officers at what I ſuppoſe to be moderate ſalaries, and I am 
called on to be reſponſible for whit? For the acts of the 
king and parliament. I am not fo preſumptuous as to take 
ſuch refponſibility upon me, and then the cry is, that the nation 
is undone—tis the bane of the country that no one will avow 


_ reſponſibility—reſponſibility for the actions of parliament. 


Mr. Bux ca {of Oldtown) ſaid it was highly indecent to in- Mr. Burgh 

troduce his Majeſty's name, Miniſters were always ſuppoſed *Y* _— 
reſponſible for the acts of the Crown; becauſe the conſtituti- N 
onal doctrine always ſuppoſed the Crown acted under advice. ble. 
If not, and if no ſatisfaction was to be given for other articles 
of expence, there was no uſe in that committee, and the pub- 
lic accounts might as well be burned. He did not mean to 
ſay, that the efabliſhment of the office and ſalary in queſtion 
was wrong, but he meant to reprobate the doctrine of no re- 
ſponſibility. | | 


Mr. Gai I TEH.— The language of the right honourable Mr CO 
gentleman I hold unconſtitutional, Miniiters are reſponſible fer pews 
to this Houſe for the expenditure of the public money; but ! pang be 


never will fit down under an idea that the Crown may expend . ex- 
a ac 
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hat portion it pleaſes of the ſubjeQs property, and that its Wl 
ſervants ſhall not be reſponſible.— ls this like England, where 

miniſters are always ready to explain their meaſures, and as 

far as poſſible, to ſatisfy parliament of their propriety ? No.— 
Here every ſatisfaction is denied, and papers are refufed—{cry | 
of no, no.]—Sir, when the man whom we all reſpect refutes 
to ſtand up and declare his reſponſibility, it is neceſſary to 
call upon him to knov/ why he will ſuffer thoſe acting under 
him to deny the Houſe ſatisfation ?—to call upon him to riſe 
himſelf, and avow his meaſure.—Sir, one of the great features 
in the Britiſh conſtitution, which the admirable Neckar recom- 
mends to the notice and imitation of Lewis the fifteenth, that 
deſpotic monarch, is that open avowal of the meaſures of go- 
vernment which induce expence, with a fair examination and 
ſatisfactory explanation of thuſe expences, and the ſubmitting 
them to parliament. This, he ſays, has ſupported the credit 
of England under every difticulty.—Sir, I call upon the yght 
honourable gentleman for an explanation of the article 
before the Houſe. | | 


Mr. Ox DpE.— Sir, I really did ſuppoſe that the more manly 
conduct was to fit filent under the conſtitutional opinion of 
miniſterial reſponſibility, the juſtice of which every man ad- 
mits, than to ſtart up on every occaſion, avowing reſponſibility 
for each item in the public accounts. vir, I am ready, when 
called upon, to take upon me reſponſibility for the conduct of 
this government ; and though I do not every moment thruſt 
myſelf forward upon the notice of gentlemen, it is becauſe I 
entertain too high a reſpect for the Houſe ; becauſe the prin- 
ciple of miniſterial reſponſibility is as well underitood as any 
other principle of the conſtitution, and not becauſe I wiſh to 
avoid any reſponſibility attached to the ſtation in which I ſtend 
therefore it is a farce for any man to ſay, there is no reſponſibi- 
lity, when the ſervants of the Crown are ready to give all the 
fatisfaQion in their power. ; SE = 

As to what has been ſaid of Monſieur Neckar's opinion, I 
think it perfectly juſt, though inapplicable to the preſent . 
queſtion. It may be right to advite a deſpotic monarch to 
adopt ſome of the principles of our conſtitution, in order to 
find favour in the fight of his people; but in this country, 
where the principle of reſponſibility to parliament is eftabliſhed 
and acknowledged, there is no ſuch necetlity 1n the preſent 
caſe. Parliament has directed the eſtabliſhment of an Admi- 
ralty Court—his Majeſty, by his undoubted prerogative, has 
appointed the officers—one, an Advocate General, at a ſalary 
of 2001. a year; that ſalary is now before the committee, who 
will decide upon it. 


Mr.Siewarts Mr. STEWaAr declared himſelf fatisfied with the anſwer. 
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The SECRETARY OF STATE ſaid he ſhould be very ſorry Secretary of 
to hear it aſſerted, that there ſhould be any act of government State. 


F | for which ſome one was not reſponſible. "This principle 


being then admitted, the queſtion was, whether any thing 
wrong had been done, and who was reſponſible for it? But 


= till the wrong was proved, it was uſeleſs to call for the re- 


ſponſibility. Gentlemen ſeemed to forget that, by the con- 
ſtitution, his Majeſty had his Attorney General in all the 


other courts, and his Advocate General to watch over and 


defend his rights in the Court of Admitalty. The queſtion 
then was, whether 200l. a year was too great a ſalary for an 
Advocate General ? 6. 


Mr. Joun Wolre faid, he thought it too much, and Mr. John 
would move to diſallow it. „ 


Mr. Cox RAN.— I own that in voting againſt this ſum of Mr. Curran 
200], I am not diſpleaſed that I am oppoſing the intereſt of oppoſes the 
a man, for whom J entertain the higheſt eſteem, becauſe it ſalary of 
will prove that no private conſideration can prevent my voting e ge 
as I think uſeful to the country. | ths A 

As to what has been ſaid of conſtitutional reſponſibility, no cate Gene- 
ſubje&t can poſſibly be more clear. The right honourable ral. 
gentleman, like a man and like a ſtateſman, has fairly avowed 
it; and while I admit the power of the Crown to appoint 
officers, I accord with him as to his not having ſaid, that the 
Crown has power to grant away the people's money. But "Y 
there is another reſponſibility, a reſponlibilicy very little re- 
garded in this Houſe—l mean the reſponſibility of the repre- 
ſentatives to their conſtituents. The miniſter is reſponſible for 
his meaſures z but the people's repreſentatives are reſponſible 
if they permit a waſte of public money. 

I ſhall now advert to the arguments, that have been offered. 

It is ſaid, this is a new juriſdiction (acroſs the Houſe, a new 
Iriſh juriſdiction) well, a new. Iriſh juriſdiction, until of 
late it was an Englith juriſdiction, and was in fact, and in 
office, an exiſting place, with judge, clerks, and other appur- 
tenant officers. lt follows then, that to ſay the juriſdiction 


could not be brought home to Ireland without new falaries, 1 


is to ſay that we muſt pay a rent for obtaining our right; an 
argument which I will not call a ſlandet on the nation, but 
which I am ſure is not very teſpectful to it, —Sir, I cavil not 
at royal prerogative, but I think this is a finecure place, and 
I would not encourage prodigality when the diſtreſſes of the 
people have driven them into commotion. I think our re- ; 
ſponſibility ſomething more than a name, and though the 
ſalary is intended for a man ] greatly regard, I muſt vote 


againſt it, : 


* 


% - 


Mr. AxTHuR Wor rr. —It has been ſaid, chat this is a Mr, Arthur 
finecure place; that it is only a continuation of the office Wolle. 
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heretofore exerciſed under Britiſh authority 3 that the expence 
is too great, and that if formerly it was held without ſalary, 
and that the frugality of our wiſe anceltors only appointed 
61. for the Attorney General, it was great extravagance to 
give 200]. to the office now in queſtion. Now, wich great 


reſpect to the honourable gentlemen who raiſe thoſe objec- 


tions, I muſt inform them, that an Advocate General is as 
 neceilary and as appurtenant to a High Court of Admiralty, 

* as an Attorney General to any of the other courtsz his duty 
is to adviſe the Crown, and watch its rights. In conſequence 

of an act of parliament, and at the defire of the nation, the 

Iriſh Admiralty has been ereRed ; it is not therefore very be- 


the nation's independence, to complain of the expence natu- 
rally induced by their own at. But the enormity cf the 
falary is complained of, and the frugality of our anceſtors, 
who appointed but 561. a year for the Attorney General, is 
. i applauded. Will gentlemen conſider how different the price 
of gold was at that day from what it is now; if they do, far 
from applauding the frugality of thoſe anceſtors, they will 
think that 1600]. at preſent would not be a greater ſalary. 
The othce of Advocate General of the Admiralty, is called 
2 finecure—it is no ſuch thing—that officer is ſworn to be 
counſel for the Crown, in all cafes within the juriſdiction of 
that court, He can take ro fee againſt the Crown; and is 
therefore precluded from the benefits other Advocates enjoy. 
Now I defire to know whether, under theſe circumſtances, 
any gentleman of knowledge and ability, ſuited to the em- 
ploy ment, would accept ot it at a ſmaller ſalary than 2001, 


Mr. Corry Mr. Cox ſaid he made no doubt of the prerogative to 
conderns appoint the officer now under conſideration; but the enor- 
the profule mous expences of law. proceedings were ſuch as required a 
waſte of ; 3 

public mo- check. The honourable gentleman was not hound, he ſaid, 
rey—and. to accept of the place of Advocate; therefore there was no 
aſſerts that injuſtice in refuting the ſalary, But though, ſaid he, the 
22 right honourable member may {mile at what I ſay, I will pat 
compact to him in mind of the ſolemn engagements entered into by go- 
kecp within vernment, of keeping their expences within the eſtimates, 


the reve= and within the revenue granted ſo liberally by this Houſe. 


3 8 51 I hope the honourable gentleman will ſtop this profuſion, or, 
if he will not riſe and declare that he will retrench and keep 
the expences of government within the eftimates, I ſhall not 
fail to ding into his ears the breaca of compact. 

Mr. Orde Mr. Oxpe.—] ſhall make no other anſwer to the honour- 


denies the able gentleman, than b#abſolutely and poſitively denying the 
affertion. fact—that any ſuch compact, as he ſpeaks of, ever had ex- 
iſtence. He ſcems to couple the taxes of laſt year witu ano- 


* 


coming in gentlemen, who deſire to be thought ſupporters of 


* 
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ther buſineſs which has failed, and with which they have 


4 

not the ſmalleſt conneftion—the commercial arrangement. 

ö I be taxes were laid to produce an effectual revenue to anſwer 

. the expences of the nation, and to vent the deſiruQive 

. ſyſtem of running in debt; but it was ebJolutely impoſſible to 

BW foreſce what expence new eſtabliſuments, or new acts of this | , 

SS Hou might require; and therefore it would have been ab- 

9 ſurd to have tied yourſelves down to a ſpectic ſum. A cal- 

> A culztion was made for that year only, and I think government 

bound to keep as much as poſſible within its bounds ; but I 
do abſolutely and uttcrly deny, that any engagement, ſuch as 

chat ſuppoſed by che honourable gentleman, was ever entered 

into. . | ES 

| would not have riſen upon this occaſion, did J not think 

| it neceſſary to explain to the honourable gentleman, that 

government entered into no ſuch compact as he repreſents z 

. | though certainly it is their duty to obſerve a ſtrict ceconomy, 


and to keep the public expences as low as poſſible. 

think it alſo proper to obterve, that one very great article 
of public -experce is what every gentleman ſhould look 
at with ſatisfaction mean the parliamentary bounties 
granted to promote the agriculture, manufactures, fiſheries and 
trade of this country. They, though a very heavy expence, 
| mould be looked at with ſatisfa ion 228 theig increaſe - 
is a certain proof of the — ru fy of the country. 


Mr. Cox av inſiſted, that a compact had been entered into Mr. Corry. 
by government. ü 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExcHeqQUER;—1l will not The Chan- 
upon memory pretend to ſay what did, or did not pals in a cellor of the 
former debate. Memory is fallacious, and gentlemen are e 
ſumetimes, in heat of argument, led to ſupply the defect of gertion of 
memory from imagination. I ſay that I recolle& no ſuch a compact. 

compact as that ſpoken of; I believe there could not poſſibly by quoting 
have becn ſuch a compact. I ſupport my opinion by the #<Journals. 
written records of this Houſe, in which there can be no 
miſtake, and which I ibal!l therefore now read. You will find 
it in the journals of the luſt ſeſlion, page 86. | 

Feb. 9.—** A motion was made, and the queſtion put, that 
it be reſolved, that ſhould ſaid taxes be continued (meaning 
the 140, ol) it is abſolutely neceſſary that the expences of 
the nation thould be contined to her annual income.“ 


And the queſtion being put, it paſſed in the negative. 
Ayes, = 73 


Hence it appears from inconteſtible evidence, that ſo far 
ſrom being tied up, or from having entered into any compact, 
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goverment was left at full diſcretion, the Houſe conhding in 


their regard to ceconomy and the public welfare ;—and that 
this conhdence was not miſplaced, has been fully proved by 
the conduct of government, | 


The chairman now roſe to put the queſtion, 


Mr. Griffith Mr. Galrrirn ſaid, I am very ſorry my honourable "LIN" 


thinks the 
ſalary juſt 

and rcalon- 
able. 


has laid his hand upon an article of expence which I think 
neither improper or unreaſonable. The ſpirit of the nation 
as with great propriety called home its rizhts, and amongſt 
them the High Court of Admiralty. This naturally implies 


the neceſſity of proper officers, and it cannot be ſuppoſed that 


officers will act without ſalaries. As to the quantum in the 
preſent caſe, I think it extremely moderate. Far from ſup- 
poſing, as my honourable friends do, that this will be a ſine- 
cure place, I am convinced, if we enter into a treaty with 
France, it will be a place of very great difficulty and very 


great labour ; I muſt, therefore, vote in ſupport of the ſalary, 


and againſt the motion of my honourable friend. 


— 


Mr. Forbes, Mr. Fox B Es deſired to know, why a charge of 200ol. ap- 


Mr. Hamil- 


peared on the concordatum for the Dutcheſs of Athol ? Why 
was it not put on as a penſion ? 


Mr. Sackville HANIVTO . The cauſe of granting 


toa anſwers. 2000]. per ann. to the Ducheſs of Athol was this :—The 


Sovereignty of the lſle of Man was long poſſeſſed by the 
Athol family, to the great injury to the revenues of both 
Great Britain and Ireland ; becauſe that iſland wis the grand 
aſylum and harbour of ſmugglers. It was therefore thought 
neceſſary to purchaſe the rights of the Achol family, fo far as 
they interfered with the intereſts of Great Britain, and Ireland. 
And as this nation was to partake of the advahtages of the 
purchaſe, it was alſo thought juſt and neceſiry that this 
nation ſhould bear a part of the expence offthe purchale 
This is the reaſon for granting the Ducheſs 20001. per ann. 


and the reaſon that it does not appear in the penſion liil is, 


that it is not a penſion, but an annuity given for a valuable 
conſideration. | | 


The queſtion was now put upon the 200]. falary for the 


Advocate General, and carried in favour of the ſalary, with- 


out any diviſion. 
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A petition of the Governors of the Foundling-hoſpital and Petition of E 
Work-houſe of the city of Dublin, under their common ſeal, the Gover- 
Vas preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that on _ ess 
che 25th day of December laſt there were ſupported by the Holpital of 
charity four thoufand nine hundred and ſixty-ſix children, of the city of 
W which number three hundred and twenty-ſeven were in the Dublin. 
hoſpital aged eight years and upwards, nineteen infants in the 
foundling-nurſery, and four thouſand fix hundred and twenty 
at nurſe in the country; that the children of eight years and 
upwards are taught to read and write, employed in ſeveral 
uſeful manufactures and gardening, and carefully inſtructed in 
the principles of the Proteſtant religion; that on the 25th 
day of December laſt there was a large debt due for proviſions, 
clothing, houſe expences, materials for manufactures and 
nurſery garden, and to nurſes in the country, in the whole 
amounting to the ſum of nine thouſand five hundred and 
C ſeventy-nine pounds Tims ſuillings and ſeven pence farthing, 
and they have no means of diſcharging the fame but from the 
income of their eſtate, and the different taxes appropriated to 
that purpoſe, which together amount to five thouſand eight 
hundred and fixty pounds one ſhilling and one farthing, by 
which the charity will be three thouſand ſeven hundred and 
nineteen pounds ſix ſhillings and ſeven pence in debt; and 
therefore praying relief. 


A petition of the Dublin Society for promoting huſbandry Petition of 
and other uſeful arts in Ireland, under their common ſeal, was the Dublin 
preſented to the Houſe and read: ſetting forth, that the peti- Society. 
tioners were by his late Majeſty incorporated by the ſtile and 
title of the Dublin Society for promoting huſbandry and other 
uſeful arts in Ireland, and were encouraged to carry into exe- 
cution the ends of their ſaid incorporation by his Majeſty's 
bounty of hve hundred pounds a year ; that the petitioners, 
in purſuance of the purpoſes of their infticution, have for 
many years paſt expended the ſaid ſum, together with their 
own private ſubſcriptions, and alſo ſeveral conliderable grants 
from the Houſe, in premiums for the encouragement of agri- 
culture in its various branches, and in promoting the intro- 
duction and perte&tion of ſuch arts and manufaQtures as ap- 
peared moſt advantageous to the commerce and welfare of 
the people of Ireland; the petitioners, therefore, encouraged 
by the ſucceſs that has hitherto attended their endeavours for 
the public ſervice, and fully ſatisfied of the generous diſpo- 
ſition of the Houſe to further every meaſure tending to the 
proſperity of this kingdom, pray for aid, | 
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The Chan- The ChaNcELLOR of The Excyequer ſaid, that to 
cellor of the prevent too great a profuſion of the pubiic money, and as it 
m_— was the particular duty of his office to ſee that the money 
wears þ granted, for humane purpoſes, was not fooliſhly expended, he 
reſolution ſhould be obliged to make a motion, which, thongh ig would 
again't job- appear hard upon individuals, vet would be productive of 
1 general good. He obſerved, that thoug ſome works might 
grant. be of real public utility, yet, 25 it had been announced in 
the ſpeech from the Throne, and the Houfe, in their anſwer, 
had declared againſt too great pr. iufion, he thought it was 
but juſt they ſhould keep up to the ſpirit © their declaration; 
he would therefore move That no money he granted this 
ſeſſion of parliament for any pier, harbour, quay, canal, 
navigation, colliery, road, bridge, mill, mill-work, nor for 
| building or rebuilding or repairing any particular church or 
| cathedral, or for any hoſpital or charity which has not uſually 
| and regularly received parliamentary ſupport, nor to- any indi- 
vidual manufacturer, or company of manufacturers, nor in 
| conſideration of any buildings made or to be made by any 
manufacturer or ſet of manufaQurers, cther than for colleges 
or ſchools, unleſs where ſeparate and diſtinct revenues ate or 

ſhall be provided and appropriated thereto, 


Mr. Trench Mr. Txencu moved ar amendment by inſerting after the 

amends the word ſchools, the words, and the Lying-in- Hoſpital, in the city / 

rejolation in Hublin, and ſaid, that however highly he reſpected the ſtation, 

NN or abilities and integrity of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, he 

Jing- | Page 

in-Holpital. begged leave to take the opinion of the Houſe upon the rea- 
ſonableneſs of what he ſhould offer relative to the preſent ſtate 
of the Lying-in-Hoſpital. He requeſted their attention to a 
matter of [expenditure moſtly of public money. In the ſpring 
of 1784, it occurred to ſome gentlemen to undertake an effort 
of improvement, at private expence, to the amount of 2 300], 
Public opinion has juſtified the attempt. It was natural to 
take care that a charity which had ſo liberally laid open its 
grounds ſhould not be injured. This ſuggeſted the idea of 
making retribution to the charity, by erecting new aſſembly- 
rooms, which would be equally productive of profit to the 
charity, and amuſement to the public. 

This intention was firſt ſubmitted to the nobleman who pre- 
ſides in this kingdom—to ſhew it was humane, was enough to 
inſure his proteion—without his muniticent donation it 
could never have been thought of—and without your effec- 
tual aid, Mr. Speaker, it could never have reached maturity; 
for the execution, I refer to the public ſtreet; for the expen- 
diture, to the report on the table. He ſaid he did not wiſh 
to dwell on that matter, as it argued more ardour than pru- 
dence, but would convince eyery country gentleman, that 
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tage, or what is termed a job, could have no conſideration. 
The queſtion then remained, whether the e e of the 
work was an object worthy the conſideration of parliament? 
It apeated to him it 9 to be ſupported by the preſent 
adminiſtration and its friends. It was founded by the Duke 
of Rutland, and will remain a laſting mark of his munificence, 
when the period of his reſidence here ſhall be at an end. Great 
places of aſſembly and amuſement tend to prevent abſentees 
and encreaſe manufactures. 

That as to the merits of the charity 1359 perſons had been 
relieved the laſt year; that apartments formerly allotted to offi- 
cers were now preparing to receive the poor z that this was the 
firſt ſtage in which the feelings of benevolence could be ex- 
tended to human miſery, and not leſs deſerving of encourage- 
ment than the Foundling-Hoſpital, or Houſe of Induſtry, 

He {aid he had not the vanity or weakneſs to ſuppoſe that 
the aſſent or refuſal of the miniſter of finance could be perſo- 
nally a favour or mark of diſreſpect; but that not receiving the 
ailiſtance the opinion of the public and their own conſciences 
convinced them they were. intitled to, he would recommend 
as a meaſurg of common prudence to gentlemen, who had, 
perhaps, advanced too far, to diſcharge every workman on 
the morrow, that the Houſe ſhould withhold its confidence; 
and if from the unfiniſhed ſtate what was done fell to ruin, let 
them who withhold reaſonable and neceſſary aid anſwer to the 
public. The ſeaſon had been providential ; not one day was 
the building unoccupied by the workmen, gr uninſpected by 
the overſeer. 
| He ſhould conclude by. remarking, that he confidered his 
amendment merely explanatory, for the caſe came fully 
within the intention of parliament, the work being ſupported 

by a mortgage of a fmall local duty appropriated by the 
Houſe, which muſt be conſtrued to all intents and purpoſes as 
a ptior public grant. | | 


money for the Lying- in-Hoſpital. The citizens of Dublin, 
he ſaid, were liberal and ready to aid every charitable under- 
taking, but they were ſo heavily burdened with a maltitude 
of local taxes, that their ability could keep no pace with 
their generoſity, and therefore if the hand of parliament did 
not ſuſtain the inſtitution now in queſtion, it mult fall to ruin. 


Vor. VII. ; 


81 


Mr. Lope Monks preſſed the neceſſity of granting Mr. Lodge 


Mr. Foxpes begged leave to draw the attention of the Mr. Forbes 
Houſe to the inhabitants of Drogheda, who ſtood in need of Rn 
parliamentary aid, to carry into effect a neceſſary improve- Deoghada'ts 
went of the harbour 0 N A conſiderable progreſs public aid, 


\ 
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had already been made in it, and he hoped Drogheda would 
allo be included in the Chancellor of the Exchequer's mo 


tion. | 


Mr. Lodge Mr. Loapoce Monaxes ſaid he was againſt the harbour of 

Wore. = PDrogheda being included, as well as the Lying-in-Hoſpitel, 

| and for this reaſon. The citizens of Dublin had expended 

very conſiderable ſums of their ovin property already, in the 

_ improvements at the Lying-in-Hoſpital, which was not the 
cle at the harbour of Drogheda. | | 

N- Forbes. Mr. Foxsks ſaid he roſe to ſet the honourable gentleman 

right. The inhabitants of Drogheda had raiſed a conſiderable 


ſum of money by de'entures, in order to carry on the work ig 
the harbour. 


The Houſe divided on Mr. Trench's motion, when there 
appeared, — 5 


Aye, 57 


Nos, 54. 


Mr. Forbe r. Mr. Forxzts ſaid he hoped that he was now juſtthed in 
the opinion of the Houſe, in moving, that the harbour of 
Drogheda be excepted in the motion. What he ſhould ſtate 
would be from the records and what was not, he would give 
the Houſe his honour, ſhould be fact. Two thouſand pounds 
had been already expended, and two thouſand pounds more 
had been raiſed by the corporation. If two thouſands addi- 
tional were granted by the Houſe, it would complete the 
works, It was notorious that' many ſums voted for the re- 
pair and improvements of harbours had been miſapplied—to 
avoid the poſſibility of this, a Mr. Boardman had been pro- 
cured, and was brought over to this kingdom at a very conſi- 
derable expence. This gentleman poſſeſſed much ability, and 
was ready to give an eſtimate of the expences which would 
be incurred in the works, and which would not be exceeded by 


any man's. He then moved that the harbour of Drogheda be 
excepted. | „ 


The Chan= The CnANcELLIOR or Tart Excutques ſaid that he 
ce llar of the thought a concurrence in this motion would only increaſe 
Exchequer. the national expence. If a precedent was once given, 2 
. door would be opened to innovation, and a general principle 
ſhould never be departed from for the advantage of any par- 
ticular place or petion. The ſtate of the country at this time 
in a peculiar manner precluded ſuch grants. 


The Ho. The Honourable Denis, Browne roſe, he ſaid, only to 
nourable Make an obſervation on what the right honourable gentleman 
Dennis had afferted. He mentioned the ſtate of the country at this 
Browne. particular time precluded ſuch grants, but he had not the 

leaſt idea of this laſt ſeſſion when he lulfered 10,008]. to be 
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Franted to the coaſt of Donegal, without being in the ſmalleſt 
degree averſe to it. For his part he ſhould not object to the 


ſweeping clauſe, though he did to the ſweeping job. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExXCHEQUER ſaid the honour- The Chan- 
able gentleman had uſed a very ſtrange argument. It was juſt cellor of the 
ſaying the more you have expended, the more you ſhould ex- Exchequer. 
pend. He did not know before that an encouragement of the 
hiheries was ſo very diſagreeable a thing. | 


The queſtion on Mr. Forbes's motion was put and nezatived 


without a diviſion. SHER 


Mr. Co a R. In looking over the accounts, there are many Mr. Corry 
charges which I think extremely improper, and which, though animadverts 
ſmall as to each particular, yet taken together amount to a en the pub- 
large ſum z however, as it muſt be exceedingly irkſome ro lic accounts, 


1 : . d . 
the committee, as well as to myſelf, I ſhall avoid purſuing pans: 


them in detail; but I ſhall ſelect two or three of the moſt ſtri k- waſte of 


ing, in order to found ſome reſolutions. And firſt I ſhall men- money on 
tion the charge of 22981. for proclamations publiſhed in the 2 : 
Dublin Gazette. This is indeed a very pretty income, and I pers. pt 
believe that there is many a gentleman of rank and conſequence 
that would be glad of ſo good a fortune as 22981. per annum; 
however, as the Gazette is perhaps a neceſſary appendage of 
the ſtate, I ſhall not make any motion againſt it, though I think 
the charge exceſſive. The next charge which I ſhall notice is 
David Giball, publiſher of the Freeman's Journal, 650l.— This 
I think is no trifle, . but by no means to be named with 5141. to 
William Bulmer, and 840l. to James Caldwell, for printing 
the Volunteer Evening Poſt, a paper which nobody ever ſees. 
However, if any gentleman will riſe, and upon his character 
ſay, that the country can afford this expence, and that he 
knows the advantages reſulting to the country from thoſe pro- 
clamations is equivalent to the charge, I ſhall ſit down without 
making any motion. 1 8 

I know there never was an expence, however ridiculous, for 
which ſomething could not be ſaid z but will gentlemen feri- 
ouſly defend this profuſion? will they ſay if government ne- 
glects the police of the country, and ſufters latent diſcontent 
to blaze into open outrage, that they are juſtified in publiſhing 
proclamations at an enormous expence z proclamations which 
are a libel on the country; proclamations which injure us in 
the eyes of foreigners, who, not being capable of ſuppoſing 
that any government could be ſo inefficacious to ſuffer outrages 
to grow trom ſuch a weak beginning to ſo great enormity, miſ- 
take the character of our people, and look upon us as a ſavage 
nation? Hence the low price of land in Ireland and the great 
difficulty of raiſing money. | 
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Another charge, Sir, is the ſum of 1, 5 841. for proſecuting 
the rightboys. Thus they are firſt ſuſſered to proceed in their 
outrages till they attzin too great an head—then the weapon of 
government proclamation is drawn upon them. This proves 
ineffectual! to every intent, but that of diſgracing the country; 
and to crown all, the lawyers of the Crdbn are drawn up in 
array to quell this contemptible inſurrection. 

Another charge is, that of 1, 266l. for repairing the roads in 

the Phœnix- park. That park contains about 1100 acres, 
which is about twenty-three ſhilling an acres. Now, I defire to 
know from any gentleman acquainted with grand juries, what 
he would think of a ceſs of twenty-three ſhillings an acre cf 
land in the barony? and how would be treat a preſentment 
cortaihing ſuch a tax ?—Beſides, this park road is not circum- 
ſtarced as other roads are no cars are admitted into it. Indeed 
if it is to be filled with houſes as cloſe as the ſtatues in a citi- 
zen's villa, perhaps the reſort of carriages may hereafter cut 
up the road, and then the public will be put to double the ex- 
pence if we now ſuffer it to paſs unnoticed. 
Refution [ ſhall now move you, Sir, That the ſums charged by 


eatrevpod. David Giball, William Bulmer, and James Caldwell, be dif- 


allowed.” 


The Chan= The CnanceLLor or The Excnutoyer.—AS a motion 
ccilor of the has been made that certain charges for work done by tradeſmen 
A be diſallowed, to juſlify it, it ſhould be made appear to the 
erpences. Houle, either that the work was not done, or that being done, 
the charge was unreaſonable. Now, on the contrary, it is no- 
orious that the work has been done, and it appears upon oath 

to the ſatisfaction of the privy council, who iſſued the order 

for thoſe proclamations, and who themſelves are upon oath, 


that the work is charged at the common price. This being the 


caſe, f do not think it very probable that the committee will 
agree to the motion of the honourable gentleman. 

But the honotirable gentteman has himſelf given the reaſon 
&f thoſe expences, the riots in the South: Theſe have induced 
the expence. On this the honourable gentleman grafts another 
accuſation againſt government; for he ſays, that owing to the 
inefficacy of government the riots have riſen to the preſent 
head. To this | ſhall only oppoſe the argument of ſelf- inte- 
reſt, which more or leſs actuates all men, the honourable gen- 
tleman not excepted. It never could be the intereſt of govern- 
ment to abet 4 nroh co overturn themſelves, and to take from 
them, in the honourable gentleman's phraſe, the means of pro- 
fafion. Indeed ſome people in the country were weak enough 
to think that government would not interfere to check the in- 
ſurgents, as they profeſſed not to riſe againſt government. To 
Wach away this imputation, it was neceſſary that government 


bd A — & — e My wy At — — 


_ n 


* 


» o 
—_— am—— 1 * 


a_—_ ww U es. Aa. 


ew 0 0 9 A & = 2. A 


A Rod © OA 


Led — we 9 — WW 


0 c ( 


** 


— (y - F 9 a fo 1 


42 ww 


* 


„„ DPEBATE s. 


ſhould declare their ſentiments, and to ſtop the inſurreRtion it 
was neceſſary to fend down troops, and to bring thofe charged 
with having committed outrages to ſreedy trial —The opinion 


entertained of the candour of government by the grand juries . 


who were on the ſpot, and conſequently well knew every cir- 
cumſtance, will beſt be known by their addreſſes, in which they 
bear the moſt honourable teſtmony to the wiftom and energy 


er the Chief Governor, and thoſe who acted under him. 


The honourable gentleman proceeds to find fault with a 
charge for repairing the roads in the park. I profeſs I am 


aſbamed to be obliged to fullaw kim through every little par- 


ticular z but J muſt inform him that the roads not being re- 


paired for theſe eight years back, were in a very ruinous con- 
Gition.— There are about ten miles of them, and while the road 


without ſide the park coſt twenty-two ſhillings the perch, the 
roads within fide, feparated only by a wall, were repaired at 
twelve ſhillings the perch. 

The concordatum has been a great object of the honourable 
gentleman's diſpleaſure, There is an exceeding in it of 1, giol. 
in the laſt year. But, inſtead of an exceeding, there would 
have been a conſiderable reduction had no riots exiſted. The 
expences of ſending out judges, lawyers, and the Crown So- 
licitor, amount to more than 5000],—add to thefe the procla- 
mations and various other expences, all which would have been 


a ſaving had no riots exiſted. Upon the whole, I hope the 


committee will not reject the printers bills. As to the Gazette, 
ever there. the whole ſum was not paid to the printer of the 
Gazette; he was frequently ordered to have the proclamations 
copied into other, papers, ſuch as Faulkner's Journal, the 
Dublin Evening Poſt, and Saunders's News-letter. 


£9 


Mr. Maso. — After what has been ſaid, it is ſcarcely ne- Mr. Maſon. 


ceſſary for me to take notice of the charges made on the other. 


ſide: but one ex pteſſion has fallen from the honourable gentle- 
man which 1 cannot paſs in ſilence. The gentleman boaſts 


of the moderation of thoſe with whom he acts, and their 


diſcretion in not ſpeaking a word that could ſeem to counten- 
ance the infurgentsz but he ſeems to forget that, a few days 


ago, an honourable friend of his did in the very words, and 


almoſt the very ſame cadence and emphaſis, declare, that go- 
vernment had abetted the rioters, and had afterwards libelled 
the country in proclamations. * | 


Mr. Sr Ew ART ſaid as the ſums in queſtion were tradeſmens Mr. Stew- 


Charges for work by them aQually done, and for doing'which 
they could not be blamed, it would be unjuſt to refuſe them 


art thinks it 


unjuſt to re- 


payment. If, therefore, his honourable friend would alter fuſe payment 


his motion, ſo as to point it at the profuſion of government in of tradeſ- 


ordering ſuch work, he thought it would have a better effect. mens bills. 


% 


85 PARLIAMENTARY een 


As to the propriety of employing printers, ot whether their 
charges were for eſſays or for proclamations, he could not ſay, 
but being employed they ſhould be paid. 


Mr. Cerry Mr. Cox declared his deference to the opinion of Mr. 
2 his Stewart, and his readineſs upon all occaſions to comply wich 
wie? his requeſts. He then altered the reſolution thus :— 

Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
ſums of 650!. to David Giball, publiſher of the Freeman's 
Journal, 5141. and $4ol. to Witham Bulmer and James Cald- 
well, printers of the Volunteer Evening Poſt, are an unnecel- 

ſary waſte of the public money. | 


The Attor- The ArTOoRN EY GENERAL,—T utterly deny every aſſer- 
ne) General tion which the honourable gentleman has made againſt govern- 
cemes Mr. ment. I do uttterly deny them, and totally diſagree with him. 

Corry's aſ- . . . ih 
fertiens ang I know that if I grant him an aſſertion he may talk for ever; 
juſtifies the but I deny every thing be has afferted, and I call upon him to 
conduQ of prove a fingle article. If he attempts it, I pledge myſelf to 
— refute him. The honourable gentleman ſays that the diſtut- 
| bances are owing to the inefficacy of government, and that the 
proclamations are a libel on the country; I deny it, and call 

upon him to prove the fact. | 

Sir, a great part of the charge made by the printer of“ the 
Dublin Gazette is not for proclamations, but for advertiſemeits 
and notices from the treaſury, which the printer is ordered not 
only to publiſh in his own but to have copied into other papers; 
for if confined to the Gazette nobody would ever fee them. A 
great part of his charge is for having duplicates of proclamations 
publiſhed in Faulkner's Journal and the Dublin Evening Poſt. 
Sir, I could wiſh co ice proclamations and the neceſſity fur 
them diminiſhed as much as any gentleman chat hears me, but 
circumſtanced as things are, it is impoſſible to make the number 
of proclamations leſs; it is impoſſibie, while the magiſttates 
inftead of executing the laws, upon every {light occaſion hurry 
up to town, and immediately apply to government for à pro- 
clamation. - If it is refuſed, there are people enough here and 
without doors, to ſay government abets the rioters. Thus ex- 
pences are incurted, and men endeavour to cover their own 
ſupineneſs by criminating government. Many applications have 
been refuſed : had it been utherwiſe, the expences would have 
much exceeded what they now are, yet government is blamed 
for profuſion on one tide, and for. abetting the ricters on the 
other ſide. But I deny every aſſertion of the honourable gen- 
tleman ;; I call him to the proof, and I pledge myſelf to refute 
him. I call upon him to prove that government has abetted 
the rioters—that government has been profuſe in the expendi- 
ture of the public money for their ſupprefſion—that'govern- 
ment has libelled the country. Theſe are the honourable gen- 
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WE teman's aſſertions, and I defy him to prove any cneo them. 

!ldeed, if I grant him his aſſertion he may go on talking for Pedges 

ever with infinite volubility; and in that he remi::ds me of the Emielf to 
| refute fuck 

changes 

\ k whenever 

honouradle gentleman's aſfertions, and if ever he comes for- brought 


ward to maintain them, I pledge my ſelf to the Houſe co refute forward. 


engineer who. ſaid, grant me a reſt for my machinery, and 
will move the earth from her centre, but I utterly deny all the 


him. | 

An honourable gentleman has faid ſomething about effays— 
if he thinks theſe charges are for eſſays, he may be convinced 
of the contrary by looking at the bills. J am not much in the 
ſecret of effay printers, but I tuppote when they publiſh effays 
filled with eulogium and panegyric on gentlemen, they are paid 
for it. I fpppolſe no one would print ſuch nonſenfe without 
being paid, jas I believe ſcarcely any body reads it; if they do 
they ought to be paid too by the parties celebrated, otherwiſe 
they are guilty of a groſs miſapplication of their time in read- 
ing ſuch fulſome and ridiculous productions. 


Mr. CoxR v. I believe that from the ſupineneſs and inacti- Mr. Corry. 


vity of government the exceſſes rofe to ſo great a height. 1 
think the proclamations are a libel upon the country, and upon 
overnment itſelf; and I believe I fha!ll be able to prove it. 
aving ſaid this, and laid a juſt blame on government for their 


_ paſt inattention, I am now ready, and I truſt every gentleman 


who hears me is ready to give the whole ſtrength of parliament 
in aid of the efforts government may in future make za eſtabliſh 
tranquility. 1 a 


Colonel P1coTT faid that as a magiſtrate in that part Colonel 
of the country where the diſturbances had raged, he Pigett. 


thought himſelf called upon to ſpeak. It was very eaſy for 


_ gentlemen, fitting quietly in the Houſe of Commons, to blame 
the magiſtrates of a diftant country, and imput? the riots to 


their ſupineneſs. But the truth was, they had no force to quell 

them in the beginning, though ever ſo well inclined ; he had 
ſeen 150 whiteboys marching in one body; did not gentlemen 

think the magiſtrates would have made a poor figure attacking 

them? They declined it—they applied for ſuccour to govern- 

ment, it was inſtantly granted; and what was the conſequence ? 

Some of the rioters - were taken priſoners, the reſt were diſ- 
perſed, or driven out of the country. Being up, he ſaid he 

could not refrain from offering his tributes of thanks to the no- 
ble lord to whom the command of the military had been en- 
truſted, and whole good conduct had ſo fully juſtified the 

propriety of committing to him ſo great a truſt, 


Mr. Buxen (of Oldtown) faid he had heard of fo few of- Mc. Burgh 
fenders being brought to juſtice by proclamations, and conſi- allo com- 
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plains of the dered the puhlication of them ſo enormouſly expenſive to the 
expencesard nation, that he had it actually in contemplation to make a mo- 


inutility of 
proclamati- 
Ons. 


tion to atcertain the number of offenders brought to juſtice 
through the means of proclamations. With regard to the ex- 
pence, it was accounted for very ſyſtematically, from the effect 
to the cauſe ; but that cauſe was not juſtihable, particularly 
as proclamations were inſerted in papers that had no circulation. 
The reaſon that the Dublin Gazette was not read, was very 
obvious —juſt for the ſame reaſon thay transferable annuicies 
were not read, or any other unintereſting papers. If gentle- 
men thoughr' it r r look into the Gazette, no doubt it 
would be read as the London Gazette is. More proclamations, 
Sir, were to be found in the Dublin Gazette, in the time of 
profound peace, before the preſent diſturbances broke out, 
than in the London Gazette in the time of the rebellion ; but 
what will be the conſequence if the Houſe difallows thele great 


charges? Why, Sir, the money muſt come from none but his 


Majeſty—The men muſt be paid, and this, Sir, tends to take 


away the greateſt and the excluſive privilege of this Houle, 


which ſhould be conſidered as the fountain from whence the 
money of the nation ſhould flow. As to the expence of the 
roads, repair being accounted for upon oath, it is no argument, 
It only proves that the roads have been repaired, and che 
queſtion is whether ſuch repairs were neceſfary and proper? 


Mr. Jonn Worre obſerved that there was a two-fold ob- 
jection to this payment. Firſt, it Mas paying more than ought 
to be paid; and ſecondly, it was paying for matters which 
ought not to be paid for at all. From the diſlike which a right 
honourabie gentleman [Attorney Gereral} expreſſed againſt 
proclamations, he was led. to hope we thould be troubled with 
no more of them. He concluded wich remarking, that there 
hid been exceedings laſt year notwithſtanding the monſtrous 
mcreate of revengc.: [<= „ ; 

Mr. Bus ur ſaid he would before have riſen to refute the 
charge, that government had abetted the inſurgents, was it at 
all necefiary, or were not the facts too well known to requite 
any explanation. But he deſired to know what it was that 
government could do that it had left undone ? or what had 
government done that it ought not to do? ' Firſt, government 
had been accuſed of iſſuing proclamations, at a time when re- 
ports were circulated that government had abetted the rioters, 
and when magiſtrates are inactive; at a time when it was neceſ- 


# . 


| ſary that the ſentiments of government ſhould be known, it-is 


charged as a crime that it iſſued proclamations declaratory of 
theſe tentiments, and warning the peopie to obſerve a peacea- 
ble demeanour. Government is alſo accuſed of a crime in em- 
ploying lawyers to proſecute offenders, when taken and brought 
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o the bar; ſo that at the ſame time they are charged with abet- 
as k rioters, they are likewiſe charged] with having apprehended 


harged for not having aſſembled parliament to enact new laws, 


hile riot and diſorder diſturbed the county. 

Mr. Jonn Worx ſaid he had examined the bills, and found 
they were for proclamations, and nothing elſe. He had hoped, 
from what an honourable gentlemag had ſaid lat ſeſſion, ſo great 
an abuſe might have been dſcontjnued, as he thought ſhort 

xtraQts from the proclamations cing publiſhed in the news- 
papets might produce full as good an effect as the proclamations 
themſelves, which from their great prolixity were ſeldom read. 


e accuſed for not calling the noblemen and gentlemen to town, 


than that government did ſo; for they had inſerted Captain 
Right's proclamation in the middle of a government proclama- 
tion, and fo ſent it round the kingdom. much more ctieQually 
than Captain Right ever could have done, and that without 
any expence to the Captain,—[A great laugh. ] 

The Ar TroR NET General. did inſert , Captain 
Right's manifeſto in the proclamation, that gentlemen: who 
were inactive in the affair of tithes might ſee that the Captain 
did not mean to ſtop thete, but had attacked their rents. This 
thought was the moſt effectual way to rouze them from their 
lethargy. In forming proclamations I muſt feel the diſadvan- 
tage I lahour under from not having been inſttucted by the ſame 
language-maſier from whom the honourable geatlemen acquired 
their accompliſhments. Had I had that advantage, I thould 
never Have fallen into confuſion or prolixity. 

The queſtion was put on Mr. Corry's motion, and it was 
negatived. 7 oo FC ns 


Mr. Fox ES made ſome obſervations on the right honourable 
gentleman*s correſpondence with Captain Right.—He thought 
it rather hard that the payment of the Freeman's Journal 
ſhould be diſputed for he was ſure the proprietor was a very 
liberal and generous man. An inn-keeper in the town he re- 
preſented, regularly received that paper. On his enquiring 
what he paid for it, and who ſent it, he replied he did not 
know, A Mr. F. H. ſome worthy gentlaman, God bleſs him, 


had ſent it to him, and never troubled him for payment or any 


thing elſe. | 

He then proceeded to reprobate the practice of erecting 
country houſes for the officers of the Crown. He aſked how 
many gentlemen on the treaſury bench, paid the rents of 
their own houſes? and moved, that 3981. 28. 6d, ſtated, 


before they had tried the effect of thoſe actually in force; they 


As to abetting the inſurgents, nothing could be more manifeſt 


add proſecuted them; and to finilh the accuſations, they are 


Me. Joka 
Wolfe. 


The Attor- 
ney Gene ral. 


Mr. Fol bes. 
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to have been expended in building a houſe for Mr. Sackville 
Hamilton be diſallowed. 


Mr, Maſon. | Mr. Mason deſired to know what the honourable gentle- 
man intended to do with the Houſe in cafe it was taken from 
Mr. Hamilton? | | 


Nic. Forbes. Mr. Fox Es replied to give it to himſelf—he knew he was | 


| Setting a town houfe built, but it was in a vulgar, part of the 
city amongft fugar hogſheads and lumber, and that this would 
dee an accommodation. 


The motion was rejected withaut a diviſion. 


Sic M'chae] Sir Mic az Crxomieg moved that the ſum of 1085 l. 

Crumic. paid to R. Brooke, B. Haughton, N. Wilſon and E. Cooke, 
for attending in London, to give evidence on the propofitione, 
be di fallowed. | TE g 


Mr. Corry. Mr. Coxxy fpoke of the poſt · office expences in lawyers 


fees and a dinner given to the aldermen of Dublin, and moved, 
that the ſame be difatlowed. 2 


The Chan= The CHANCELLOR or THe Excu EQUER replied to Mr. 

cellor ot the Forbes : EO 

Exchequer, 5 | ESE | _ 

1b. Burgh. Mr. BuxGn faid that unlefs parliament kept up ſome ap- 
pearance, at leaſt, of ceconoray, it would be thought they 
met only for the purpoſes of regiſtering the edicts of govern» 
ment, and granting the ſupplies. A 


The Attor- The ArToRNey GENERAL aſſured the honourable gen- 
ney General tlemen they might be ſatisfied as to the lawyers fees, for bis 
Ons Majeſty was a far worſe client than any of his ſubjects, 
and paid lefs to his lawyers. He had a few days before 
received a brief with 50 guineas, but could not as Attorney 
General accept it—his Majeity tent him a brief on the ſame 

- ..-* bufinels with 10 only. ; « | 


The motion was rejected. 
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1787. 


1 A petition of John Tydd, Eſq; paymaſter of the pre- Petition of 
miums for the inland carriage of corn and flour to the city of John Tyde, 
W Dublin, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, ma. Pays 
that fince his appointment of paymaſter to the ſaid employ- Cm 
ment, the buſineſs thereof has increaſed every year, ſo that miums, 
| additional clerks have been neceſſarily employed to execute 
the bulineſs of the ſaid office, attended with conſiderable ex- 
pence and trouble; that the paymaſter's ſalary on the eſta- 
bliſhrenp is not now ſufficient to pay the ſalaries of his deputy 
EL and clerks, and the whole of what he has for his extraordinary 
„ trouble, attendance and expence in executing the buſineſs of | 
the ſaid office, depends entirely on the grant of this Houſe ; 
that the Houſe thought proper from time to time to recom- 
| penſe-the paymaſter on the increaſe of his buſineſs, by giving 
rs ſuch parliamentary grants as they judged were adequate to his 
d, | expenſe and trouble; and therefore praying recompence for 
his additional and extraordinary ſervices and trouble, and 
alſo his expences for the benefit of the public in the execu- 
Ir, tion of {aid office. 


A petition of Henry my h, deputy paymaſter of the pre- Petition of 


p miums granted for the inlarid and canal carriage of corn, meal Henry : 
ry and flour to the city of Dublin, was preſented to the Houſe _— 
a and read; ſetting forth, that the petitioner was employed by matter of 


James Smyth, Eſq; paymaſter of the corn premiums, on corn pre- 
the iſt of June, 1755, (being the commencement of the Mizas. 


a corn act) as a clerk and deputy for paying and examining 
1s theſe premiums, at a ſmall ſalary of forty pounds per ann. on 
is, the eſtabliſhment, in which employment he has ever ſince con- 
re tinued ; and though his buſineſs, care and attendance in ſaid 
cy employment have been exceedingly increaſed, yet he has not 
me got any addition to ſaid ſalary on the eſtabliſhment; that the 


petitioner hath, by his very great care and attention in ſaid 
employment, detected and convicted many perſons of forge- 
ries and perjuries, and thereby prevented large ſums of the 
public motey being paid in premiums to perſons who were 
no way intitled to them; that the petitioner hath (by the 
order of the Houſe) made out accounts of all the flour ſent by 
land and canal carriage to the city of Dublin from the 24th of 
June, 1785, to the 24th of June, 1786, diſtinguiſhing the 
different counties, the names of the mills in each county, 
the number of miles from the caſtle of Dublin, the owners 
names, the quantities in hundreds weight, and the bounties 
paid for the fame, which accounts took him up a conſiderable 
length of time, and were attended with very great expence, 


PARLIAMENTARY res. 3, 


labour and pains to render them complete and correct, as 
faid accounts were collected ont of above eight thouſand dit- 
ferent premiums that were paid on corn, malt and flour in 


the year above mentioned; and were it not that the petitioner Mn 


was apprized fince laſt ſeſſion of parliament that ſuch, ac- 
Counts would be wanted, he would not have been able to 
complete the ſame in proper time; and therefore praying com- 
penſation. | 
Petition of A petition of Henry Gore, Eſq; examinator of the cut- 
Henry toms, was preſented to the Houle and read; ſetting forth, 
| OE Ys that purſuant to a ſtanding order of the Houſe there have been 
of cuſtoms, prepared, at great trouble and expence, two volumes, con- 
taining the exports and imports of this kingdom, which have 
been delivered accordinyly ; and therefore praying the uſual 
conſideration. | 55 ; 


Petition of „ A petition of the miniſter, church-wardens and proteſiar! 
the miniſter, inhabitants of the pariſh of St. Peter, in the city of Cork, in 
ne behalf of themſelves and other pariſhioners of faid pariſh, 
&c. of the was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the 
pariſh of St. pariſh church of St. Peter was a buiiding of great antiquity, and 
Peter, Cork. the only church in the ſaid city which had never been rebuilt 
| ſince the time of its foundation; that being totally ruinous and 
dangerous to reſort to for divine ſervice, it was unanimouſly 

agreed by act of veſtry, held the 2Gth day of Auguſt, 1782, 

to take down ſaid church, that for the purpoſe of erecting a 

new church the ſum of eight hundred and fifty pounds was 

raiſed by a voluntary ſubſcription of petitioners, and other 
benevolent perſons. at different times, which ſum has been 
expended upon taking down that antient fabric, and towards 
rebuilding a new church upon the ſame ſcite; that on the 

1&th day of May laſt, a veſtry was legally. held, when it 

was unanimouſly agreed to raiſe the ſum of three hundred 

and thirty-feven pounds, eight ſhillings and four, pence, by a 

pariſh ceſs, for the purpoſe of roofing the church; that the 

church wardens received about two hundred pounds omy, 

part of ſaid fum ; but being apprehenſive that the law would 

not ſupport them in levying or diſtraining for a rate for the 

purpoſe of building a new church, the remainder of that ſum 

was not received, by which means, and other difficulties, a 

debt has been incurred of ſeven hundred and ninety-ſeven 

pounds, twelve ſhillings and three pence, and to finiſh the 

church the ſum of two hundred pounds is found neceſſary ; 

that ata veſtry held for the ſaid patiſh on the 26th day of 

October laſt it was unanimouſly agreed that application be 

made to parliament to enable the pariſhioners to levy on ſaid 

parifh ſuch a lum of money as would be ſufficient to pay the 
laid debts due on account of the church, and to compleatly 
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| duce any effect there, he would take the liberty now of mak- 
ing ſome remarks upon the report, and of offering to the 


| bounties was 54,000). and the additional charges for manag- 


FSR. MEE. 


: | Gnith the ſame; and at a ſubſequent veſtry, held the 19th of 
= january, 1787, it was unanimouſly agreed that the ſaid ſum 
W {ould be raiſed on ſaid pariſh by a public annual rate, not ex- 


ceeding the ſum of ſix pence in the pound on the value of the 
holdings in ſaid pariſh, over and above the uſual and accuſ- 


WW comed rearly rate; and therefore praying to be enabled to 
| raiſe the aforeſaid ſums on the pariſh of St. Peter, for the pur- 


poſes and in manner aforeſaid. 


* 


Mr. Serjeant Fi rzGERXALD reported from the committee of Mr. Serjeant 
- ; Fitzgerald. 
accounts. The report was received, and ordered to lie on 
the table. f 


Mr. Cox begged leave to call the attention of the Houſe Mr. Corry 
to the report; now lying on the table. Some pains had been e, 
taken, he ſaid, by ſome honourable friends of his and himſelf dere an a 
in that committee, but as their endeavours had failed to pro- 


Houſe a motion upon it. Having deſired that the clerk 
ſhould read certain parts of the report at the table, by which 
it appeared that the increaſe of the civil eſtabliſhment for the 
year 1755 was 6950l. and the increaſe on the military eſta- 


| bliſhmenrt 23,5921. that the increaſe of the hereditary revenue 


was 39,009), of ſtamp duties 15,868). (the ſtamp duties for 
the year 1786, amounted to 54,3821.) of the poſt-office 
14,5281. which together with other increaſes, made the whole 
increaſe of duti.s amount to 178,95 31. that the increaſe of 


ing the revenue amounted to 25, cool.; he proceeded to ſay 
tnat as the ſubje of the report was matter of account and 
matters of fact. he would treat it in a manner ſuitable to its 
Nature, and would confine himſelf to the ſtatement of facts, 
without going at large into. obſervations on the conduct of 
miniſtry, making it his object to be as ſhort, as ſimple, and as 
Clear as he could. It was neceſſary for the Houſe not only 
to look at the preſent times, he faid, but to caſt an eye for 
2 moment back on times paſt, and when that was done, he 
had no doubt of convincing the Houſe of the truth of this 
alſertion, to borrow words well known from a great queſtion 
in anothet kingdom, thaps the expences of this country had 
encreaſed, were encieaſing, and he would reſtrain himſelf ſo 
tar as to add only this, chat they ought not to be extended. 
In order to prove the hrit, he went into a compariſon, which, 
be ſaid, he had in the laſt ſeiſion of parliament offered to the 
attention of the committee of accounts, but without effect 
to compare periods a little more diſtant than from year to year, 
made things more cleat than they could appear from the gra- 


- 
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dual encreaſe of each yeat above the preceding. He made x 


compariſoh of expences in the years 1775, 1780, 1735, and 


the proof which he ſhould adduce, was the moſt authentic, 
namely, the journals of the Houſe. 
In 1975, the expence of the civil eſtabliſhment } 


amounted to - - - 141,000], 
In 1780, to — — — 164,00c!. 
In 1785, to - - . . 187,000], 


— — — — 


The military eſtabliſhment in the year 1775 (time 


of war) amounted to - - 
la 1780, to - 3 460, oool. 
In 1785, to - - - 480, oool. 
The exceedings of concorcatum in the year 1775 
amounted to — — 15 16,000]. 
In 1780, to - - 2 2,000], 
I 1785, to - — — 39,000]. 
In 1786, to - 2 - 41,0901. 
The exceedings of military contingencies in 1775 | 
amounted to hy.” i 
In 1750, to — - 11,000]. 
In 1785, to - - "EH 15,000]. 
The exceedings of barracks in 1775 amounted to 24,000. 
| In 17t6, to - - - 22086, ocol. 
In 1785, to 5 - 3 28, oool. 
Money paid by the King's letters in 1775 amount- 
. 775 ; < 5,000]. 
In 1760, to - - ' 100,000. 
In 1785, to - - - 1 15,000]. 
In 1786, to - . 144, oool. 


And then compared the latter with the year in the preſent re- 
port—in all which periods it appeared, that the charges and 
expenditure of government had been encreaſed in an alarming 
degree. He faid that facts being clear though ſimple, he need 
add nothing further to the ſhort but clear proof contained in 
them, 5 firſt affertion that the expences of the country 
had engrexſed. He next proceeded to ſlate the time more 
immediately under their view; in order to do this, he ſtated 
ſeveral extracts from the report on the table, and then ſtated 
the eſtimates given to the Houſe by the right honourable gen- 
- tleman who prefided over the finance department, when the 
vote ta equalize the revenues to the expences, and the grant 


4 
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518,000]. i 
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WE for that purpoſe of 140,000]. a year new taxes had been paſſed, 
by which it appeared that the eſtimate of the civil liſt in 


DD ES & TE: &---: | . 95 


1786, was — — — L. 185,000 
A vual charge was | — _ 193,000 
= Eftimate of the military eſtabliſhment in 1785, was $509,000 
= Atul charge — — — 504,000 
W Eſtimate of King's letters in 1785, — 115, 000 
Actual charge — — — 137, 00 
Eſtimate of exceedings on concordatum, 3 66, | 
| contingencies, and barracks for 1785, was _ 
AQual amount was — _ 77,000 


It was evident from this that the expences had been le- 


Lelled above the eſtimates z the civil liſt, inſtead of 185,000). 
amovnted to 193, oool. in the year; it would be fair to allow, 
that there was a ſaving of 500ol. on the military eſtabliſhment, 


but exceedings on concordatum, military contingencies and 
barracks, which had been eſtimated at 60,000l. amounted to 


77,0001, &c. &c. &c. many other points he alſo ſtated ; ſe- 


veral advantages he ſaid had been derived from the adminiftra- 
tion of the right honourable gentleman who then conducted 
that department, to whom he now addreſſed himſelf, {the pre- 
ſent Speaker} it became impoſſi ble for him to ſay all he might 
ſry, but he muſt give him the praiſe due for his having put 
the huſineſs of the country on a new plan; eſtimates had been 
by him laid before the Houſe for their expences on the civil and 
military eſtabliſhments, which though not without precedent, 
yet had been generally unuſual z but what never before had faveſtigates 
been done he had begun, that of laying before the Houſe an the public 
eſtimate of what was called the extraordinary charges of go- counts. 
vernment, meaning thereby, as he conſtrued, that conduct to 
teach the miniſter this leffon, chat he ought not to ſwell the 
expences of the country without the approbation and conſent 
of parliament, and to teach the parliament, that they ought to 
ſer ſome limit to the extravagance of the miniſter. He ſaid 
theſe were truths, not panegyric on the right honourable gen- 
tleman, and he mentioned them becauſe it ſerved to ſhew the 
Houte at this day what that perſon's ſentiments were on this 
ſuhject at that zra, from which a new plan of finance, he ſaid, 
had been adopted—that of equalizing of expences and re- 
venue. | 

It is, ſaid he, a melancholy thing to think, that in that very 
year when this new plan was ſolemnly ſtated and adopted as 
a principle by parliament, when the wants and wiſhes of go- 
verament were ſupplied to their ext. nt, that even then they 
ſhould have been found co break the compact, and ſtill run fur- 
ther and anew beyond their income; ſurely ſomething is ne- 
ceſſaty to be done to reſtrain ſuch men. But perhaps they have 
fince repented the exceſs, and are going on in a different ſyſ- 
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tem; let us take a view of the current. year, and ſee how this 


ſtands. He then read from a paper the eſtimates of the pre- 0 
ſent Chancellor of the Exchequer, as he had done thoſe of the 


former, and compared them with the actual expences, as far 2 
as the eſtimates had been laid on the table, by which it ap- 


peared that the eſtimate of the civil eſtablihment was FL. : 
| 192, ooo 


Actual charge for ſix months — — 956.800 
Eſtimate for exceedings on concordatum — 45,000 
Actual charge fer tix months —̃ — 36,000 
Eſtimate for exceedings on military DE] 
cies — 22 11 
Actual charge for ſix months — — 10, ooo 
Eitimate for exceedings on barracks — 22,000 
Actual charge for fix months — — 1 3,000 
Total amount cf eſtimates for exceedings on con- 
cordatum, military contingencies, and bar- S, oco 
racks — — — 
Actual charge for ſix months — — 60, ooo 
It likewiſe appeared from his ſtatement, that 1 08 
expence in the year amounted to ä 
And the revenue only to — — 975,000 


Conſequently an increaſe of 106,200]. expence, though the 
new taxes which were eſtimated at only 140, cool. produced 
this year 178, oool. | 

Having ſtated the expence for the firſt ſix months, and ſhew- 
ed that a repetition of the ſame would raiſe the expences to an 
enormous amount above the eſtimates, he ſaid, that from what 
he there ſaw, though be could not fairly ſtate, that the expence 
would be the ſame m the ſecond half year, yet it gave him too 
much cauſe to think that retrenchment was much leſs likely 
to happen than the contrary z and therefcre, that there was no 
reaſon in this reſpe& for him to refrain from moving to ſtop the 
encreaſez which, if adminiſtration were of themſelves inclined 
to do, he acknowledged he ought to allow them the credit cf 
doing voluntarily and unawed by parliament z the reverſe ap- 
pearing to be the fact, he muſt, he ſaid, perſiſt. 

It was certain, he faid, that whatever expence is incurred by 
encreaſe of eſtabliſhment, 1s in the firſt inſtance the a& cf the 
miniſter, but as the eſtabliſhments are afterwards authorized by 
parliament, you are yourſelves partakers of the blame of the 
tiſe on the eſtabliſhments. As to the exttaordinaties, there 
you ate perfeRQly innocent, for the exceedings on concorda- 
tum, military contingencies and barracks ; the three heads un- 
der which the profuſion of the country is charged for whatever 
purpeſes it may have been expended, is the nd unautho- 
i1zed act of the miniſter bimſelf.—It is to be obſerved that 
whatever regards the queſtion of the rights of parliament, oi 
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the prerogative of the crown, reſpecting the treafury, has no- 
thing whatever to do in this queſtion ; the preſent point before 
you is expenditure, not conttitution, they ate quite diſtin ; 
now whether that queſtion were to be decided in favour of the 
prince, or in favour of the parliament, the act of the miniſter 
is equally unauthorized, for I ſhall give you irreſiſtible proof 
that the prince is as unacquainted with his expence as the par- 
liament, and that neither prince nor parliament either autho- 


rize, or direct, or know of the expenditure of one ſhilling of 


thoſe immenſe ſums charged under the head of exceedings on 
concordatum, military contingencies, or barracks, till after 
they are drawn out of the treatury, and applied as the Secre- 
tary thinks fit. Mr. Corry here called for the King's Letter, 
allowing the ſums, which he read, recitihg, ©* That it having 
been certified to the the treaſury in England, that ſuch exceed- 


ings on the above heads had been already expended, and the 


accounts having come over without any objection to them from 
the kingdom of Ireland, we are therefore graciouſly pleaſed to 
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allow the ſame accordingly.“ Now, this being a letter to the Condemas 
government here, it is, when ſiripped of its form, no more the diſburſe- 


than this: I have received =_ letter, and find that you have 2 of 
public mo- 

neyby king's 

letter.  - 


taken ſo much money out of the treaſury without any autho- 
rity ; and becauſe you have yourſelf made no objection to the 
account which you yourſelf ſend of the monies which you 
yourſelf have ſo taken, I, therefore, and on that conſiderati- 
on, am graciouſly pleaſed to allow it, for no other conſidera- 
tion whatſoever is mentioned or hinted at; and this is to be the 
excuſe to parliament, —Nor have you a conſtitution while ſuch 
a practice eontinues unlimited and unreſtrained : is there an 
individual the moſt eſteemed of this country, in whoſe hands 
you would entruſt ſuch an unlimited and unconſtitutional pow- 
er over the treaſure of the prince or of the people? and will you 


allow ſuch a power to a Secretary, who is here to-day, and 


perhaps gone to-morrow z and of whom, when he is gone, 
you know as little as he does of you when he comes to go- 
vern you? I will not ſuppoſe a Secretary of any former day, 


nor of the preſent or any future day, ſo infamous as to convert 


to his own uſe, but I will ſuppoſe that a Secretary chuſes to 
lavich your money without your conſent, on palaces for officers 


in town, and villas for officers in the country, and I will aſk 


you, whether you will allow him unreſtrained to ſpend your 
treaſure in that manner without your conſent ?—whether it is 
an iinprobable caſe to happen you yourſelves have proof. 

I vill keep the queſtion as narrow as poſlible—T will not 
inveigh againſt the authors of the act I reptobate I ſhall there- 
fore content myſelf with deſiring the clerk to read two paſ- 
ſages in your journals to prove whether I am right in the prin- 
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ciple which I ſtate to have been adopted by parliament on 
granting the new taxes.—The clerk will read the ſpeech of 
that noble and eſteemed perſon who then filled that chair 

whole tpeech having received the thanks of the Houſe, and 
being entered by the Houſe on their journals, is thereby the 
adopted ſentiment and principle of the Houſe.—[ Lord Pery's 
Jpeech was read, for which ſee Vol. IV. Page 96, of this 
work] And now, in order to know whether the Houſe has ſince 
changed its policy, and to corroborate the repreſentation I have 
made of the ſentiments of that high authority who then pro- 
poſed the new taxes [the preſent Speaker] I deſire to have read 
the ſpeech upon the continuation of thoſe taxes laſt year, which 
has been alſo thanked and adopted by the Houſe like the for- 
mer. Mr. Feſterꝰs ſpeech was then read by the Clerk, for which 
Jee Vol. VI. Page 333, of this work], He ſaid, to ſuch au- 
thorities it was A/T to add any thing, and therefore he 
would only warn gentlemen on this ſide of the Houſe, to be on 
their guard againſt any attempt that might be made to embar- 
raſs a plain queſtion by different ſtatements of figures, and alſo 
againſt repreſentations to colour facts. He had uſed none, he 
ſaid, and he hoped the Houſe would diſdain any evaſions, and 
ſee through ſuch flimſy coverings if they ſhould be uſed, look- 
ing directly to the ſubllance of the thing, and conſulting their 
own underſtandings. 6 

He then moved, That the unlimited expenditure of 
ſdms, which appear indiſcriminately charged in the public ac- 
counts, under the head of exceedings on concordatum, mili- 
tary contingencies, and barracks, is highly inexpedient.”? 


Mc. Stews Mr. STewarT, (of Killymoon) ſeconded the motion.— 
att. He faid the ſums drawn from the treafury, without the con- 


ray mand tranmas FRY — 2 1 


currence of parliament, and at the diſpoſal of a Viceroy's Se- t 

cretary, was-2 grievance of the higheſt magnitude, and there 1 

Was a doubt with him whether it was ſuch an act as the con- 0 

ſtitution warranted, and he hoped his honourable friends would n 

at ſome futute day bring forward a motion, and take the ſenſe 1 

of the Houle whether it was confiitutional er not. | 

Phe Chan= The CgANScELLOIH or Tux Excuequer,—lT ſhall moſt . 

cellor of the willingly meet the honourable gentleman upon the ground of a 
e roomy argument be has choſen, and if I do not ſbew that he is miſ- 

plies to © n be phe | tt 

Mr. Corry. taken in his ſtatement, though certainly not by deſign, I ſhall = 

give up the point. | | | | 

He ſtates, that 178,000/, were granted to prevent the accu- 4 

mulation of debt. I admit it. Is this fineſſe? But let the ho- * 


nourable gentleman look upon the other ſide of the account, 
and he will find that 55,000/, of the malt duty are not yet re- ke 


ceived. j Fic 


— 


_ MH rn 
W 1 vill refute his next ſtatement, and if his chief ground of 
argument flips from under his feet; I hope it will not be thought 
neceſſary, and I truſt the Houſe will excuſe me from follow- 
ing him through all the reſt, _ 9 

The revenue of this country, compoſed of * 1 


teditary revenue, malt duty, ſtamp, poſt- 976, ooo 
office, &c. &c. — — — 
Deduct from this malt duty not received 55,000 
| Parliamentary expences, . being bounties on manu- 8 
factures, buildings, officers ſalaries, &c. . 
| Leaving a revenue to Government of = 175,000 


country at $75,000. therefore if it is demonſtrable that the 
produce is near. 100, oool. ſhort of his ſtatement, and if go- 


(nor do 1 know of any intention to borrow; at leaſt ſo as to in- 
creaſe the funded debt) I think the gentleman upon his own 
ſtatement, is called upon to give them praiſe, and not to caſt 
a cenſure. Government does not come forward to demand a 
loan, though the eſtimated revenues applicable to the purpoſes 
of government have fallen ſhort 100, ooo. No, on the con- 
trary the credit of the country, and the credit of the admi- 
nitration have riſen, and are ſtill riſing together. Witneſs the 
prices of ſtocks, the conſtant courſe of exchange in favour of 


. . f 


1 -1z 


nz, 
' 


ed to make good the balance of trade in our favour. 


os As to the indiſcriminate power of taking money out of the 
5 treaſury, which the gentleman ſpeaks of, no ſuch thing ex- 
* iſts; the practice of the country, the conſtitution, and the law 
= of the land ſtand in the way. Every. payment muſt be exa- 
d mined by the Lord Chancellor, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
ie quer, and the Barons of the Exchequer, who certify that the 
| ame is juſt and proper. Thoſe noble and honoutable perſons 
" being on their oath, certainly would object to any miniſter put- 
9 ting his hand into the public treaſury, a thing he would be no 
bo more ſuffered to do than any private gentleman here, and 
il therefore the ſtreſs laid upon the miniſter's not objecting to his 
all own act loſes all its force, when it appears that he cannot by 
1 poſſibility act in the way ſuppoſed, and that even was the im- 
on poſſibility removed, there are others whoſe duty it would be to 


object to ſuch an attempt. | 
I am convinced, Sir, that the honourable gentleman has ta- 


tion of embariafling 1 but purely from a regard to 
2 


Now the bonourable gentleman ſtated the income of the Proves wiſ- 
takes in Mr. 
Corry's cal- 


NAD : : 0 culation and 
vernment has neither run in debt nor borrowed one ſhilling, ſtatement. 


Ireland, inſomuch that large ſums of ſpecie are daily import- 


infinite pains to inveſtigate this matter, without any inten- 
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The Attor- The ATTornty GENEIAI. ZII riſe to remove an objec- 


Mr. C.- Mr. Clements ſaid, after what the right honourable gen- 
mente. tteman [the Attorney General] had ſaid, he would not have 
riten had he not thought himſelf called upon from official ſi- 
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the public weal ; therefore having ſhewn him that far from 
exceeding the eſtimates, government has gone on to maintain 
their own and the nation's credit with a ſinking revenue, I truſt 
to his candout to give them their due praiſe. 


rey General. tion which the honourable gentleman has made, and which 

proceeds from his not being acquainted with he courſe of re- 

ceipts and payments at the treaſury,—Sir, a miniſter in this 
country could no more draw upon the treaſury of Ireland than 
he could upon e bank of Venice, or if he did, he would have 
met with the ſame denial at both places. It is not the ſecre · 
tary that ſends any otder to the treaſury, it is the Lord Lieu- 
tenant and Council, who iſſue warrants to the vice-treaſur- 
ers, which warrants are examined by the commiſſioners of 
accounts; amongſt thoſe commiſſioners by common law are 
the Lord High Chancellor, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and the Barons of the Exchequer for the time being. | 


Mr. John Mr. Joun WorLre ſaid the ſtatement by the Chancellor 
Wolte infiſts of the Exchequer appeared to him very different from the real 
dee ſtate of the country; however, as he had already given the 
Bas exceeded Houſe a good deal of trouble on the ſubject of accounts, he 
the eſti- would only obſerve, that from the Chancellor's own ſhewing 
mates. it was manifeſt that the country owed and had expended more 
money than the eſtimates had intended it ſhould. It had been 
ſiid that no money could be drawn from the public treaſury 
but through a certain, proceſs. This he would admit, but he 
* ſuppoſed it would alſo be admitted that it was a matter of 
great indifference to the ſubject by what proceſs the money was 
taken away, if they were to be impoveriſhed, and the taxes, 
inſtead of preventing an increaſe of debt, were to be ſquan- 
dered in extravagant profuſion. EEG | 
The right honourable gentleman had ſaid that the credit 
of the country and the credit of adminiſtration had riſen toge- 
ther—he denied it; ſtocks and exchange had indeed riſen, but 
lands had fallen, and the credit of an adminiſtration which was 
running the country in debt never could rife, though high in- 
tereſt may keep up the price of ſtocks. | 
As to the ſtatement made by the right honourable gentleman, 
it had been made wich very great boldneſs; but he denied it, 
and thought it a miſtatement. 


whe Chak - - The CuaNncziLoR or THE Excnreouer.—l now riſe 
cel or of the to defy the honourable gentleman to maintain his aſſertion, or to 
Exch-quer. point out a ſingle article miſtated. 
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tuation. The fact was, that the conſtitution had placed a 
ſtrict guard upon the nation's treaſure z the miniſter could not 
draw from thence a ſhilling ; if he did att mpt it, no regard 
would be paid to his draft; all orders muſt be by his Majeſty's 
ſign manual, or that of his repreſentative, the Lord Lieute- 
nant, The items muſt be examined by the perſons already 
mentioned; for in all drafts the particulars of the charge muſt 
be ſpecified ; and he did moſt ſolemnly declare, that in his life 
he never ſaw a warrant drawn at large. 


Mr. Corr v.—I riſe in reply to what has fallen from the Mr. Corry. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. Now, granting for a moment 1 
what he ſays, the revenue has Fallen, and therefore we iuaic 
limit our expences. 


The CyHaNcEeLLOoR OF THE Excnrquer.—This is a The Chan- 
curious mode of arguing. The honourable gentleman ſays c-lior of the 
we have raiſed the taxes applicable to the purpotes of govern- Exchequer. 

ment; governiaent has exceeded them, and therefore ſhould 
be reſtrained, Now I have ſhewn, that inſtead of an increaſed 
revenue, applicable to the purpoſes of government, the reve- 
nue has fallen fbort.— O then (ſays the honourable gentle- 
man) *tis all the ſame thing, government ought to be reſtrain». 
os.” | | 


Mr. Bux Gn, (of Oldtown)—The great principle to which Mr. Burgh 
object as utterly unconſtitutional, is the taking of inoney out objects to 
of the public treaſury by the King's letter, which is, to every O_— 
intent and purpoſe, making a cypher of parliament, I defire public mae 
to know, what more the King of France could do, than iſſue ney by 
his edict to the public treaſurer for money, and then command King's let- 
his Parliament to regiſter the ſame, —Car tel eft notre plaifir, ** 

When the King of France wants money, he acts preciſely as 
our government does. He atſembles his notables, which, for 
the benefit of country gentlemen, I ſhall tranflate Sig wag: z 
they order the money, and parliament regiſters the edict. 

The high price of ſtocks is certainly owing to the great in- 
tereſt which government gives; but if the right honqurable 
gentleman complains of the revenue having fallen off, how will 
he juſtify government in' granting new penſions? Why build 
palaces unneceſſarily in the city and in the country ? If the 
revenues riſe they are to be anticipated; if they fall the nati- 
on muſt go in debt. Thus it is, that time and chance, which 
may mend the ſituation of all other things, cannot benefit this 
unfortunate kingdom. The right honourable gentleman ſaid 
the other night, that no compact was entered into by govern- 
ment to equalize the expences of this country to her revenue; 
but I think, from the ſpeeches which have been read, ſuch a 
compact does moſt maniteſtly appear, 
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Mr. BzxesrorD.—lT do not riſe to anſwer what I think 
requires no anſwer, but merely to aſk a queſtion, . oſking 
queſtions has been very much the faſhion of late, Tt is: to aft, 
by whom and in what manner they would chuſe to have the 
money drawn out of the treaſury, which parliament votes for 
the purpoſes of the ſtate, and which is entruſted to his Majeſty's 
management ? | ; ee is 


Mr. Coxxy.—I would not have it ſtopped before it goes 
there. | PE. . 12 


. 


Mr. BeRESToRDp.—If the honourable gentleman had been 
as attentive to the ſpeeches of thoſe about him as | have been, 
he might have ſaved himſelf the trouble of riſing, he would 
have known that this queſtion is not put to him. An honour- 
able gentieman talks of palaces, I ſuppoſe he alludes to the 
new Cuſtom-houſe—Now, how could that be carried on'with- 
out money? Or how cculd parliamentary bounties be paid if 
meney was not advanced ? I think the honourable gentleman 
has moſt unfortunately hit upon the only caſe in which the con- 
ſent of this Houſe has ever been aſked, with reſpect to his 
Majeſty's building an houſe to receive his cuſtoms. Hereto- 
fore the King always built where he pleaſed z but no leſs than 
two acts of parliament have been paſſed to enable his Majeſty 
to build the Cuſtom-houſe now ereQting. An honourable gen- 
tleman fays he will not allow credit to adminiſtration becauſe 
the purchaſe of land is low. I hardly expected to hear them 
Charged with that fin, or that it would be aſſerted in the face 


of this Houſe that the price of ſtocks was kept up by high 


intereſt, when every one knows that 4 is the intereſt given. 
The ſame gentleman has ſaid that the accounts are miſtated; 
but if he cannot ſhew a ſingle article where miſlatement exiſts, 
very little attention will be paid to the aſſertion. . 


Sir Joux BL Adulis e ſupported the ſtatement made by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, which he declared was ſo 


tupporis the forcible and convincing, that it muſt be injured with the ad- 


ſtatement 


mite by the 
Chancellorut 


the Exche- 
quer. 


dition of a ſingle word. He called for the Park papers to be 
laid before the Houſe, which had been the ſubject of animad- 
verſion the day before, and the only fayour he aſked of thoſe 
entlemen was, that they would condeſcend to read them.— 
Inder the head of Park roads they would find a ſum of near 
400l. for building walls round the Hibernian Church and other 
places, a fourth part of the whole charge. As to the paving- 
houſe, he had adviſed the taking ſuch an one as ſhould be mott 
convenient for public buſineſs, and as the rent was within the 
ſum preſcribed by act of parliament, he did not ſee why it 
ſhould give offence to any man, even if all the commiſſioners 
and all the directors were to live in it, provided the public 
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buſineſs was done to ſatisfaction, and that they kept within the | 
expence preſcribed by law. 5 


The queſtion was now put on Mr. Corry's motion, when 
there appeared, a 


Ayes, 3% — Noes, — 127. 
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A Petition of the woollen and worſted manufacturers of the pe;jcicu of 
city of Dublin and liberties adjoining, was prefented to the the wool- 
Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners labour ten and 
under very great diſtreſs at prefent, and moſt alarming appre- Mr nanny 
henfions of the future poſſibility to afford employment to their of the city 
numerous working people and their families, cauſed by the of Dublin. 
pro unparalleled high price and ſcarcity of wool in this 

ingdom ; that the petitioners are aware that the preſent high 
price of wool would in time create the neceſſary quantity for 
continuing the manufacture, yet humbly beg leave to repreſent, 
that without the afliſtance of parliament the petitioners can- 
not in the mean time attempt carrying on their reſpective manu- 
factures, and with great humility repreſent, that they muſt be 
reduced to the unhappy neceſſity of turning adrift many thou- 
ſands of well-diſpoſed and induſtrious working perſons and 
their families; and therefore praying aſſiſtance, by, bounty or 
otherwiſe. | . 


A petition of William Oſbrey, Marſhal of the city of Dub- Petition of, 
lin, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that Pear: 
by an act of parliament paſſed the latter end of the laſt ſeſſion, iarſbial or 
intitled “ An act for amending and carrying more effeQually the city of 
into force the ſeveral laws now in being tor regulating the Dublin. 
public gaols and priſons throughout this kingdom,“ the peti- 
tioner is expreſsly precluded from continuing in that part. of 
the office of Marſhal which relates to the keeping of the city 
marſhalſea, he being bound by his appointment to ſaid office 
to act in the capacity of under ſheriff to the civil department 
of the Tholſel court, and alſo to diſcharge ſeveral other duties 
| appertaining to ſaid appointmen: z, the petitioner, therefore, 
moſt earneſtly entreats permiſſion to ſtate the following particu- 
lars to the Houſe—that he has been upwaids of fourteen years 
in his ſaid office, and notwithſtanding the various duties there- 
of, many of which were extremely difficult and diſtreſſing, he 
ever eſcaped cenſure ; he will not preſume to ſay more, as the 
honourable members of the committee who examined the ſtate 
of priſons at different times were pleaſed to expreſs their ap- 
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probation of his conduct; that as keeper of ſaid marſhalſe i the 
rents and fees payable to the petitioner by priſoners would 
produce (if demanded and payment ſtrictly enforced) conſi- 
derably more than two hundred pounds annually, but petitioner 
freely confeſſes he ſeldom received half that ſum z—that the 
dwelling-houſe, which has been always appropriated for the 

reſidence of the city marſhal, he enjoyed without rent, and 
that the value of the apartments which keretofore wer&gpccupi- 
ed by the perſons who rented the tap-roam in {aid marſ}.alfea 
was more than fifty-pounds per annum; eſtimating theſe at 
the loweſt calculation they amount to. the annual loſs of one 
hundred and ſeventy pounds ſterling 4 the petitioner bezs leave 
to repreſent to the Houſe that his caſe is peculiarly ſevere, he 
haviag been under the neceſſity of relinquiſhing the emoluments 
and advantages above ſtated in conſequence of the regulations 
preſcribed by ſaid act, without the ſmalleſt imputation of mit- 
conduct; that thus circumſtanced, and impelled by the obli- 
gation he owes his family, with all deference and reſpect he 
humbly appeals to the juſtice and humanity of the Houſe, 
and prays relief. | 


Pede of | A. petition of John Smart, deputy accountant general, was 
John Smart, Preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth that the petiti- 
deputy ac- oner, in conſequence of ſeveral orders for papers and accounts 
countznt for the Houſe, has had very great additional labour; and that 


general. he has alſo, with the utmoſt care and attention, ſuperintended 
the printing of the national accounts; and therefore praying 
conſideration. Bs | 
Petition of A petition of Elizabeth Molloy, houſe-keeper of the parlia- 0 


Elizabeth ment houſe, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting 
Molloy, forth, that the ſum of eighty pounds was granted the petitioner 


0 

2 ue the laſt ſeſſion of parljament, for her additional care and ex- 2 
parliament pence in providing coals, candles and ſervants for the new- p 
Louſe. buildings erected in 1777; that fince the laſt ſeſſion of par- t 
liament all the vaults belonging to the houſe, which for thirty b 

years paſt petitioner had the liberty of ſetting, were taken for re 

the accommodation of the Houle, by which means the peti- p 

tioner's income is leſſened at leaſt fifty pounds per annum; and 1 

therefore praying relief. | th 

Petition of A petition of the miniſter and the Engliſh inhabitants of the a 
the miniſter town of Portarlington, in the Queen's County, was preſented M 
aud Engliſh to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that ſoon after the happy bi 
— revolution of 1688, King William of glorious memory, grant- he 
of Portar- ed ſaid town, and certain lands in the neighbourhood of it, to he 
lington. the then Earl of Galway: that ſaid earl cauſed an Engliſh 80 
8 and French chapel to be built in ſaid town, and endowed each th 


of them with a ſiip-nd of forty pounds a- piece, to be paid Op 
a 5 7 * 2 ; . o 2 : . he 4 P 4 


1787. „„ 


yearly out of ſaid lands, that were ſet for lives renewable for 
ever, and the fines for renewals were directed to be applied to 
the repairs of ſaid chapels; that, then the town was chiefly in- 
habited by French re ugees, and a large place of worſhip was 
built fer their uſe, and the Engliſh chapel was calculated for 
the then ſmall number of Engliſh proteſtants, but now the 
Engliſh congregation is become ſo numerous that the Engliſh 
chapel cannot hold half the number of thoſe whoſe duty it is to 


attend there; that the fund for repairs is for the preſent ex- 


hauſted, as a fine for a renewal has not been paid theſe many 
vears, inſomuch that the petitioners were obliged to have re- 
courſe to voluntary ſubſcriptions many months ago to keep the 
roof ſtaunch ; that the pariſh church is at too great a diſtance 
from ſaid town for the inhabitants to attend there, and a proper 
place of worſhip is particularly wanted where ſo many children 
uf the firſt families in the kingdom are educated ; and therefore 
praying aſſiſtance. 
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Mr. GzaTTay ſaid he did not riſe. to make any motion, Mr. Grat- 


nor to interrupt the buſineſs of ſupply, which the Houſe, he u. 


found, had appropriated this day to, and as they would proba- 
bly be on the ſame to-morrow, he gave notice that he would 
ſome day this week ſubmit to the Houſe ſome ideas of his, 
which he thought were of great conſequence to the nation. 


Being aſked by the Spea:er to name his day, he fixed on 
Friday next. | 


* "TE 


On the order of the day being called for going into the 
committee of ſupply, | 


Mr. STewaRT, (of Killymoon) ſaid he was not very Mr. Stewart 
propoſes to 
alleviates 

Ys the wretch- 


certain of the point of order, but as the Houſe was now. 
about to reſolve itſelf into a committee on' the ſupp! 


perhaps it was the proper time to draw the attention of gen- edneſs of the 
tlemen to the miſeries of the people in the ſouth, We have ſouthern 


been told, faid he, that their diſtreſſes ariſe from the enormous 
rents exaded by the unrelenting landlords. That this is a 
principal cauſe, I believe, but I fear there are alſo other cauſes. 
I wiſh every member of the community would feel as I do for 
them :—perhaps though a commutation of tithes is ſaid to be 
impoſſible, a commutation of taxes might not. Why ſhould 
not the wealthy abſentee be compelled ro bear a part of the 
burdens under which his poor tenants groan ? Might not the 
hearth-money tax be commuted, ſo that houſes having but one 
hearth ſhould be exempt, and the loſs to government be made 
good on houſes having more than two ?—l beg leave to aſſure 
the Houſe, that in what I now offer I have not the idea of an 
oppoſition queſtion ; in ſo ſerious a buſineſs the man who 


would point at an oppoſition queſtion would be unworthy a ſeat 


peaſantry 
by a tax on 
abſcotces.” 
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n Ta this Houſe—I do not mean any ſuch thing, but rather to en- 
treat gentlemen who conduQ the buſineſs of finance to take this 
ſubject into conſideration. | 


Mr. Denis Browne. My opinion is againſt making any 
alteration while the people are in a ſtate of inſurrection for [ 
think it incumbent on the Houſe to ſbew them, whenever they 
attempt by violence to alter any la y, the Houſe will maintain 
its authority, 


Mr. Denis 
Browne. 


The Chan- The Cuaxczlkox or Tar Excutauer.—The hearth- 
cellor of the Money not being one of thoſe taxes which are annually granted, 
Exchequer. does not come before the committee of ſupply ; but if the 
| honourable gentleman ſhall think proper to bring the ſubject 
under conſideration, he will have full opportunity in the courſe 


of the ſeſſion. 


Mr. Maſon. Mr. Mason.—lI cannot think the hearth- money a burden, 
but I think the people would have cauſe of complaint if we 
were to hold out hopes to them of taking it off, which could 
not, without much injury, be accompliſhed, I theretore think 
it neceſſary to declare that I look upon the hearth- money as a 
very juſt and equitable tax, and that I will not conſent to 
make any alteration, Io 


The Houſe then, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a 
committee of the whole Houle, to take into conſideration the 
fupply granted to his Majefty, as alfo his Grace the Lord 
Lieutenant's ſpeech, Mr. Maſon in the chair. 


The Chan- The CuAxcrLLOR of THE EXCHEQUER then proceeded 


tellor of the to lay before the committee the ſtate of the nation. 
Exchequer 


!ays brtore 


on . Arreats due at Michaelmas, 1786, 450,052 
the naticn, Alſo a ſum due on lottery prizes, 105,530 
Total arrears due at Michaelmas, 77 a 5,382 


From whence deducting articles not lia- 
ble to be called for within the year, 
as on officers widows, the ſettlement Þ 110, 245 
of Geneva, and 40, oool. for two years 

militia, making — — 

Leaves the true arrear at — 

To anſwer which arrear” there were ba-Y , 
lances in collectors hands, ſtamp and Þ 295,038 
poſt - office, — — 

From which deducting for diſmiſſed and : 

F 7 3,000 


505,137 


deceaſed collectors, credit for quaran- 
tine and prizage, — "TX 


_— 


Eaves a balance of — — 222, o38 


137 


Alſo the officers of the Houſe, charities, linen, 
5 1,030,123 


Brought over per balance. . 222,38 505, 137 
To which add Treaſury balances 193-59 5 
Makes a total balance of | — PPE 415,831 
Which deducted from the total arrear : | 
leaves a deficiency of —, ; 89, 306 


The income of the firſt half year, ending Michaelmas, 1786, 
is 406,2451. and the income of the two laſt quarters, ending 
Lady-day, 1786, is 454, 84 l. which being computed as the 
produce of the half year ending 1787, and, added to the firſt 


mentioned half year, makes 871,9871. the computed produce 


of the enſuing year. 


But the produce of the firſt half year being deficient 100,000. ' 


with the correſponding half year 1n the former year, it is pre- 
ſamed that the decreaſe of import in the firſt year will cauſe an 
increaſe in the ſecond, and that the produce will exceed what 
is eſtimated. 

There has been an increaſed import of tobacco of one mil- 
lion of E bonded, compared with the former year, 
though the duties paid on the conſumption in the preſent year 
are lowered it is therefore likely that as tobacco is already 
imported to the amount of 50, oool. bonded duty, that the duty 
paid the enſuing half year will be higher. "IR 
The decreale of revenue ariſing from the payment of bounty 
and drawbacks exceeding 60,000l. muſt, by adding wealth 


to the country, lay a foundation for the increaſe of its re- 


Venues, | 

The expences of the country for the civil eſta- 5 
bliſhment = 1 Ne or i of } 195,230 

Military eſtabliſhment — — 3088, 366 

King's letter — ” aw 


| ; — 122,893 
Of which there is an increaſe of 20, oool. for | 


building new barracks, which, compared with 
the expence of lodging, will produce an annual 
ſaving. N | 


Exceedings on concordatum miller contingen- 
cies and barracks  — = TY } res 
Which with prizage fees and commiſſioners of ac- © 
counts charges make ' — © — | 914333 
Which with parliamentary charges 208 22,454 


17,000]. to manufactures, with 20,0001, for 
militia, making in the whole 


» _—— 


197 
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It is not intended to borrow any money for the current ex- 
pences of government, but as I have been before miſunderſtood 
and miſrepreſented, in fuppoſing that the loans for replacing 
other equal ſums were borrowed for the ſervice of government, 
it muſt be obſerved, that the money propoſed to be borrowed . 
this year is to replace 10G,oool. due next Midſummer on 
treaſury bills, and if it flould appear eligible to the Houſe to 
borrow 200,000], more, at zl. 10s. intereſt, to pay off a like 
tum of principal debt, bearing intereſt at 41. per cent. the ad- 
vantage ariling is a ſaving cf 1000l. par intereſt, or of 25,0001, 
the 7 at 41. per cent. for which 1000l. par would pay in- 
terett. | 

It is alſo found praQticable to iſſue treaſury bills for 100, 000], 
at 25 per day, which is a ſaving per ann. of 960l. 8. 4d. and 
which makes a ſaving on the principal of 100, oool. of 16,6661. 
I 35. 4d, | 

* hough the profits are applied to the reduction of intereſt, 
and do not make ſo great an appearance of ſaving as if the 


* groſs principal was paid in the firit inſtance, yet the advantage 


ro the public is greater, from its being evident that govern- 


ment, with the like aid of a lottery as formerly, is able to 


Mr. Corry. 


borrow money at an half per cent, reduced intereſt. The 
bank has already diſcounted at five per cent. and private bodies 


_ having offers of reducing their intereſt from ſix to five 1mply 


tae poſſibility of reducing the national intereſt. But it is rea- 
ſonable that government ſhould not try experiments on private 
property, before they have proved the praGiicability of the 
meaſure on funds that peculiarly belong to themſelves. The 
adoption of this meaſure, depending on the loan bill to be 
brought in at a future period, refts on the approbation of par- 
lament. If the terms are advantageous to the public, it ariſes 
from government having exerciſed no interference from which 
it could derive a patronage that has hitherto taken place, but 
having adopted thoſe terms which carried with them no other 
recommendation than the public advantage. | 


Mr. Coxny faid he took it up from the very ſtatement made 


by the Right Honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 


that the expences of the nation had conſiderably increaſed 
fince the voting of 140,000], taxes.—He reprobated the prac- 
tice of a miniſter's propoſing eſtimates and afterwards exceed- 
ing them; this conduct muſt in the end be ruinous to the na- 
tion. It was evident, he ſaid, from the ſtatement now made, 
that the miniſter did not bind himſelf to the eſtimate, and con- 
ſequently it was a breach of his public promiſe. —He ſaid he 
could clearly prove that the expences of the nation had in- 
creaſed, and were ſlill conſiderably jncreaſing that beſides 
178,000], the increaſe of taxes, government raiſed 50,0001. 
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by a vote of credit, and allowing 144, oool. for parliamentary 
grants, there was ſtill an increa'e of the public expence of 
8 to the mode propoſed of lowering the intereſt, 
he thought it a mealure that required the moft ſerious con- 
hderation. 


Sir He NR Cavenpisn faid he was extremely glad to hear Sir Henry 
an idea thrown out to lower the national intereſt z it was Cavend.ſh 
what he had hoped and expected ever fince Lord Carliſle's My ry 
adminiſtration, when it was firſt mentioned; and as gentlemen the 5c, of 
who had been in office then had b-en in office under every ſuc- lowering in- 
ceeding adminiſtration, he could not gueſs why it had ſo long tereſt. 
lain over, as it was then talked of as a link in a great com- 
mercial chain of policy: and indeed it was impoſlible that this 
country, paying a greater price for the uſe of money than her 
neighbours, ever could meet their manufactures at foreign 
markets with due advantage. * 


Mr. Gabi Ex ſaid he approved much of thus lowering Mr. Gardi- 
of intereſt, which he hoped would be carried into effect; but Ver. 
he had another object in rifing—by the ſtarement made there 
appeared to him an unprovided arrear of two hundred thouſand 
pounds. The government, it was true, might go on their own 
credit, but ſooner or later the arrear muſt be paid: 


The CHANCtLLOR oF THE ExcHeqQreR.—The right The Chan- 
honourable gentleman ſays we may poſſibly hereafter be in cellor of the 
debt. Does he mean therefore that government ſhould now Exchequer. 
come forward to demand new loans or new taxes? , Certainly 
tacy deſerve credit for refraining from ſuch meaſures, and truſt- 
ing to the probable increale of the revenues; at all events it is 
time enough to lay taxes on the people when they cannot be 
avoided. | chink it my duty to ſtate facts as they are, but I 
hope and believe the revenue will rite. | 


Sir FxRancis HuTcninsoN objected to the mode of bor- Sir Francis 
rowing to pay off part of the public debt by lottery, alleging Hutchinſon 
that the idleneſs which a lottery would occaſion muſt coſt the N 1 
nation more than all the ſaving propoſed. He ſaid the treaſury 2 
bills now bore ſo high a premium, that nothing farther was 
neceſſary for inducing. the holders of them to accept two pence 
half penny a day intereſt, inſtead of three pence, which the 
public now pays them, than to fix (as Mr. Pelham did in Eng- 
land in 1750) a day, before which, if they did not conſent to 
accept of that intereſt, a ſum ſufficient to pay off the bill- 
holders might eaſily be procured at two pence halfpenny per 
day for every 100l, ._ | 


Mr. HazTLEy ſaid he did not riſe to make any objection to Mr.Hartley. 
the ſtatement made by the right honourable gentleman, but to 
bear teſtimony againſt that moſÞ>pernicious of all means of 
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raiſing money —a lottery—He conſidered it as the bane of in- 
duſtry, debauching the morals of the people, and rendering 
them utterly unfit for their vatious occupations in life, at leaf 
during the time of drawing. The fam to be gained by govern- 


ment, he was convinced, would not pay half the loſs that trade 


and manufacture would ſuſtain through the idleneſs which the 
ſpirit of gambling introduces. | 


As to the lowering of intereſt; that on the | 300,000]. might, 


he apprehended; be accompliſhed without a lottery ; for ſhould 


it be made public, that fuch perſons as chuſe to bring in their 
ſtock might have it exchanged for a like ſum, bearing three and 
a half per cent, he had no doubt the whole might be ſo tranſ- 
muted. At all events, the 20,0001. which was the value of 
the reduction, i. e. 1000l, à year, the intereſt gained would 


| purchaſe 20, oool. that, he ſaid, was not an object ſufficiently 


Mr. Trench; 


important to injure the people's morals 


Mr. Txencu ſaid he ſolicited the attention of the Houſe for 


a moment. That he was unacquainted with the forms of parlia- 
ment, had come late in life into the Houſe; but wiſhed to render 
fome ſervice te the public by his attendance z that he had 
propounded a matter which he believed it was his duty then to 


move. That he felt himſelf much honoured by a moſt reſpec- 


ableperſonal ſupport ; that be believed the minds of the Houſe 
were with him, though their ſuffrages might not correſpond 3 


that the meaſure (be it decided as it may) would be attended 


committce 
of ſupply. 


with ſome diſagreeable conſequences on a diviſion, and that 
therefore, he begged leave to decline preſſing it. 


* 
Me — . - VOY Tg * Py. MY, . 


* * 


Toxs par, FeBauaky 65 1787. 
Mr Mason, according to order, reported from the commit - 
tee of the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred to take into 


conſideration the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, as alſo his 
Grace the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech, the reſolutions which 


the committee had directed him to report to the Houſe, which 


he tead in his place, and after delivered in at the table, where 
the ſame were read, and are as follow: 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 


That the ſum of 20,0001. ought to be deducted from the 


arrear of 33,7211. 11s. zd. charged in the Accountant-Gene- 
ral's paper, No. III. and ſtated by the committee of ac- 
counts as arrears on charges purſuant to a& of parliament, the 
fame being a ſaving rather than an arrear, as it was granted 


for cloathing, arming, and maintaining a militia, from the 


25th of March, 1785, to the 25th of March, 1786. 
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That a ſum not exceeding 2,052,766l. 10s. 10d. was the 
debt of the nation at lady-day, 1786. ; 

That the nation is alſo liable to the payment of certain 
life annuities, at the rate of 6, per cent. per annum, for a 
ſam of 440,000]. and is alſo liable to the payment of certain 
other life annuities, at the rate of 71. 108. per cent. per an- 
num, for a further ſum of zoo, oool. | 

That a ſupply be granted to his Majeſty towards pay- 
ment of the ſaid debt and the ſaid annuities, and towards ſup- 
porting the ſeveral branches of the eſtabliſhments, and 
defraying the other neceſſaty expences of government for 
one year, ending the 25th of March, 1788. 

That 12,000 effective men, commithon and non-commiſſi- 
on officers included, are neceſſary to be maintained within this 
kingdom for its defence : 


That to enable his Majeſty to carry into execution his gra- Grants. 


cious intentions and determined reſolution, ſignified to us by 


his Excellency the Lord Viſcount Townſhend, late Lord 


Lieutenant of this kingdom, by his Majeſty's command, to 
keep within this kingdom, for the neceſſary defence of the 
lame, 12,000 effective men, commiſſion and non-commiſſion 
officers included, at all times, unleſs in caſe of rebellion in 
Great-Britain, 3092 men, commiſſion and non-commiſſion 
officers included, be maintained for one year, from the 2 
day of March, 1786, to the iſt day of April 1787, inctufive, 
ſo as that the forces on the eſtabliſhment of this kingdom may 
ainount to 15092 effective men, commiſſion and non- commiſli- 
on officers included. | | ; 

That a ſum of 4000l. be given to the right honourable the 
Speaker of the Houle of Commons to enable him to maintain 
the ſtace and dignity of his office. . 
That a ſum of 5401. be given to Edward Cooke, Eſqz elerk 
of this Houſe, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice this 
ſeſſion of parliament. 


That a ſum of 3501. be given to Benjamin Higgins, clerk - 


aſſiſtant, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice this ſeſſion 
of parliament. 


That a ſum of 270l. be given to James Corry, clerk of the 
journals and records, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice 


this ſeſſion of parliament. | 

That a ſum of 1901. be given to Dawſon Ellis, clerk of 
the engroffments, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice 
this ſeſſion of parliament. 1 

That a ſum of 5ool. be, given to George Frederick Win- 
ſtanley, and Jonathan Rogers, the clerks attending the ſelec 
and other committees, as a reward for their attendance and 
ſervice this ſeſſion of parliament, to be equally divided be- 
Cween them. | 
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That a ſum of Gyol. be given to Dixie Coddington, Eſq; 
Serjeant at Arms, as a reward for his attendance and lervice 
this ſeſſion of parliament. 

That a ſum of Jol. be given to Laurenzo Senſi, as a re- 
ward for his trouble and attendance in delivering the votes to 
the members this ſeſſion of parliament. 

That a ſum of 2001. be given to James M Cowen and Henry 
Holmes, door-keepers to this Houſe, as a reward for their at- 


tendance and ſervice this ſeſſion of parliament, to be equally 
divided between. them. 


That a ſum of 7500l. be given to the Speaker, to be by him 
divided among the back-door-keepers and meſſengers attending 
this Houſe, being twenty in number, and che other attendants, 


in ſuch manner as he ſhall direct 


That a ſum of 140l. be given to Thomas L*Eftrange for 
his extraordinary care and trouble in attending this Houſe as 
Aſſiſtant Serjeant at Arms. 

That a fon of 200l. be given to Edward Cooke, Eſq; for 
his trouble and expence in preparing Copies, ſuperintending 
the printing, and making an Index to the twenty-third volume 
of the Journals of this Houſe. | 

That a ſum of 5ol, be given to James Corry, for his extraor- 
dinary trouble in attending the committee of accounts this 
{eflion of parliament. | 
Bradley King, for printing the public accounts laid before the 
Houſe this ſeiſion of parliament. 

That a ſum of 500l. be given to the Speaker, to be applied 
by him in the manner directed by this Houſe with reſpect to 2 
ſimilar ſum granted in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament for the 
better arrangement of bufineſs in the clerk's offices. 

That a ſum of 340l. be given to Thomas Burgh, Eſq; 
Accauntant-general, as a reward for his expence and trouble 
in preparing and ſtating the public accounts of the nation, laid 
before this Houſe this ſeſſion of parliament. | 

That a ſum of 8ool. be given to John Tydd, Eſq; in con- 
ſideration of his extraordinary attendance, care and expence in 
the office of pay-maſter of corn premiums. | 
That a ſum of 200l. be given to Henry Gore, Eſq; as a re- 
ward for his expence and trouble 1n preparing and making out 
the account of the imports and exports for one year, ending the 
25th day of March, 1786, purſuant to the order of this 
Houſe. 5 | | 

That a ſum of 7ol. be given to Henry Smyth, deputy pay- 
maſter of corn premiums, for his extraordinary trouble and ex- 
pence in preparing accounts by him laid before this Houſe for 
one year, ffding at Midſummer, 1786. ; ( 


That a ſum of 1121. be given to James King and Abraham | 


1587, ] . 


That a ſum of 200l. be given to Paul Le Bas, examinator 
of corn premiums, on a«count of the great encreaſe of his 
trouble in examining and keeping accounts of faid premiums, 


and for his expences in payment of clerks in the year ending 


at Lady-day, 1786. 

That a ſum of 140l. he given to John Smart, deputy ac- 
countant-general, for his extraordinary trouble this ſeſſion 
of parliament, and ſuperintending the printing the public 
accounts. | 


That a ſum of 140l. be given to Anthony Ferguſon, for his 


extraordinary trouble in making up the ſeveral accounts laid 
by him before this Houſe, and attending the Houſe this ſeſſion 
of parliament, 


That a ſum of 140l. be given to John Swan, examiner of 
exciſe, for his extraordinary trouble and expence in preparing 


accounts for this Houſe, 
That a ſum of 2000l. be given for one year, to the 25th 


day of March, 1788, to the truſtees of the linen and hempen 


manufactures, to encourage the railing ſufficient quantities of 
hemp and flax in this kingdom. i 
That a further ſum of z000l. for one year, to the 25th day 
of March, 1788, be given to the truſtees of the linen and 
hempen manufactures, for the encouragement of the hempen 
and flaxen manufaQures in the provinces of Leinſter, Munſter 
and Connaught. : 
That the ſum of 11,000). be given to the incorporated ſocie- 


ty, as a full proviſion for ſupporting the proteſtant charter 


ſchools of this kingdom for one year, to the 25th day of 


March, 1788. 


That a ſum of 43719]. 6s. 54. be given to the governors of 
the Fountling-holpical and Work-houſe, towards enabling 
them to diſcharge the debts by them contracted for the uſe 
of that charity, and towards ſupporting their neceſſary ex- 


That a ſum of Soool. be given to the corporation for the 
relief of the poor in the city of Dublin, for the ſupport of the 
Houſe of Induſtry, in aid of the charitable contributions, tor 
one year, to the 25th day of March, 1788. N 

That a ſum of 1000l. be given to the Hibernian Marine 
Society, towards ſupporting the ſaid charity. 
That a ſum of 1o00l. be given to the governors of the 


Hibernian School, for the ſupport of that charity. 


That a ſum of 5oool. be granted to the board of firſt 
fruits, for building new..churches, and rebuilding old churches 
in ſuch, pariſhes as no public divine ſervice has been performed 


Thr + years laſt paſt, 


That a ſum of Goool. be granted to the Lord Chancellor 
and Chief Judges, towards building further offices for the 
public records, and courts of juſtice adjoining, | 
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That a ſum cf 5000l. be given to th Dublin Society for 
the improvement of huſbandry and other uſeful arts in Ireland; 
to be applied in ſuch manner as ſhall be directed by parlia- 
meat, | | 
Th-t a ſum of 20,000). be granted to his majeſty, for the 
cloathing, arming, and maintaining a militia in this kingdom for 
one year, to the 25th day of March, 1788; to be applied 
in ſuch manner as parliament ſhall hereafter direct. 

That a ſum of 17. oool. be given to the purpoſe of paying 
Fourties on the home ſale of manufaQures of this kingdom; 
that is to ſav, of wool, wool mixed, cotton, cotton mixed, 
threads, kentings, and manufaQures of iron and copper; all 
ſuck bountics to be payable in a larger proportion on goods 
manufactured at a diſtance from the city of Dublin than on 
thoſe manufactured in it or within the diſtance of ten miles of 
it ; to be diſtributed in ſuch manner as parliament ſhall he:e- 
after direct. | 

That the ſum of 55gl. 48. 10d. be given _ King, 
and Abraham Bradley King, printers to this Houſe, for print- 
ing and binding five hundred copies of the twenty-third volume 


olf the journals, for the uſe of the members of this Houſe. 


Mr. Grif- 
fith. 


That a ſum of Sol. be granted to Elizabeth Molloy, for the 
additional ex pences incurred by her in the articles of coal and 
candle which ſhe is obliged to furniſh in the new buildings 
in the interval between this and che next ſeſſion of parlia- 
© ea | ” . 

That the ſupply granted to his Majeſty towards payment 
of the ſaid debr, annuities, eſtabliſhments, and other charges 
of government, be a ſum not exceding 3, 26, el. 6. 

That a further ſupply be granted Majeſty, for paying the 
ſeveral foregoing gifts, bounties, rewards and ſpecific grants. 

That the ſaid further ſupply be a ſum not exceeding 
92,830l. 11s. 5d. | 10 

Theſe reſolutions heing ſeverally read a ſecond time, were, 
upon the queſtion being thereupon ſeverally put, agreed to by 
the Houſe, 5 


Mr. Gza1eF1TH ſaid, on the grant of 20, oool. for a militia, 
that as the money annually voted for that purpoſe was never 
applied by government, but appeared in the account an uſeleſs 
unappropriated article, and at the end of each year brought 


Hack to the, nation's credit, he thought it might as well be 


ftruck out at once. 


The Chag- The CHaNceLLOR or THE ExcneqQuer,—l ſhall only 
cellor of the ſay, this does not appear to me the moſt proper time for 


Erchequer. 


mal ing any objection to a militia, The grant only gives go- 
vernment a power to apply to much money as parliament may 
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hereafter direct. It is probable there may not be occation 23 
employ the money, but the very name of a militia bas its 
uſe. | Rs 


Mr. HAK TIE V, when the grant of i7,000 to be paid in Mr. Hartley 
hounties on manufaQtures was read, reminded the Houſe, that 
he had preſented a petition from a number of manufacturers, 
who entertained an humble hope, that the ſum to be appropri- 
ated for bounties would have been at leaſt as great as in the 
former feſſion, He urged the neceſſity of giving a peculiar 
ſupport to the woollen manufacture on account of the high 
price of the raw material. The price of wool at preſent was 
exorbitant; but this would be the very cauſe of its becoming 
plenty, and conſequently cheap, hereafter. 


Mr. Joux WoLre.—l am ſorry to fee the miniſter lay a Mr. John 

tetrenching hand only on ſuch things as are advantageous to Wolte. 
the country. It is ſurpriſing that a miniſter can be ſo impru- 

dent as to deſtroy our manufactures, by withdrawing that aid 

which the ableſt man that ever ſtood at the head of our finances 
had provided for them; and at the ſame time that parſimoni- 

ous economy regulates the ſources of national proſperity, our 

manufaQures, the rein is given to extravagant profuſion in 

evey other object of expence. 

Sir, I ſubmit to the Houſe, whether it would not be right to 
recommit this report, to have that part relative to bounties 
amended, I ſhall not make a motion on the ſubject at preſent; 

it but if miniſters themſelves will not alter it, I ſhall make it the 
ſubject of future diſcuſſion. | 


Tur CaancEeLLoR ef TRE ECHO GEA. -I truſt the Th: Chaa- 
ſam which has been voted will be found ſufficient for the purpoſe celtor of the 
of encouraging manufactures; but notwithſtanding all that has Exchequer. 


8 been ſaid, I deem it wiſe to diminiſh the bounty. 1 know 
that in the infancy of manufactures it is often neceſſary to 
es induce people to engage in them by premiums and bounties z 
dy but when they are brought to a certain degree of perfection, 
if they cannot ſupport themſelves, they are of no value to the 
ia, country.— Sir, as to wool, perhaps thoſe very bounties were 
er the cauſe of raiſing its price, which, though at firſt apparently 
eſs againſt the manufacturer, will ultimately turn out to his ad- 
ht vantage; for people, tempted by the high price of wool, will 
be increaſe the breed of ſheep, and that article, which is now 


ſcarce, and conſequently dear, will in a few years become 

abundant and cheap. OE | 

for I am ſurprized that gentlemen who are very zealous for 

x retrenchment ſhould exclaim ſo violently againft it when it is 

— , practiſed. They ſay that we on this fide of the Houſe are 

| extravagant too, Perhaps, * we conſent to their deſite, 
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we might avert a good deal of the cenſure they throw; 


but would it be wile to purchaſe quiet at ſuch a price? 


Mr. Cox ſaid it appeared to him chat the little ſaving 
made by reducing the ſum to 17,000l. could anſwer no pur- 
poſe but to break the. confidence of manufacturers, and pre- 


vent the acceſs of manufacturers and capita] to this country ; 


for no man would hereafter venture on the faith of parliament 
to engage his fortune in new eſtabliſpments, if he was once 


poſſeſſed of an opinion, that before he could reap the ben<tt 
of enterpriſe the promiſed aid would be withdrawn, The | 


manufacturers of the —_ ought to be treated with more 
attention than he ſaw was likely to be ſhewn to them; and he 
could not help being ſurpriſed, that miniſters were not afraid 


to endanger a ſyſtem that had been contrived with great ability 


by a character whom every one teſpects, — meaning the pre- 
ſent Speaker. | | 


Sir Lvctus O*'Brxiexn—When the ſyſtem of bounties was 
firſt eſtabliſhed, it was put under the management of a com- 
mittee, choſen by ballot in this Houſe. Without any ſolicita- 
tion on my part, the Houſe was ſo good to name me; and 
ſince, I have frequently had the honour of preſiding as chair- 
man in that committee. In that ſituation, Sir, | have had 
full opportunity of ſeeing the benefits which the manufaQures 
of this Country have received through the operation of the 
bountics; I therefore, when the queſtion for reſtraining the 
ſam to be granted for the encouragement of manufaQuures 


within the narrow bounds was put, did oppoſe that queſtion. 


thought the grant tor bounties ought to be kept up to the 
full fam : however, now Fam not very clear of the propriety 
of opening again the committee of ſupply—lt is what I never 


wiſh to ſee done. | know that it is now adjourned for the 


ſpecific purpoſe of conſidering what may be done for colleges 
and ſchools, but I would be extremely cautious of introducing 


any new matter in that committee. 


There certainly is one good reaſon why we ſhould not ſend 


. this grant back to the committee of ſupply ; they are as likely 


to diminiſh, as to encreaſe it, if recommitted : ſo we might 
happen to do more harm than good, 


Bat the Houſe has jt in ics power fully to compenſate the 


propoſes to ſubtraQion, of three thouſand pounds from the bounties, by 
continue : paſſing a reſolution, that it will continue them at a certain rate 
bounties for for à limited time — luppoſe five or (ix years.—A reſolution 


a certain. 
Iimited 
time, 


of this kind certainly would bring capitals into the country, 


which would produce advantages that no ſum in bountic 
poſſibly could The Houſe cried move, move] —I have not 
prepared any reſolution ſor the purpoſe, but I think ſuch 1 
declaration on the part of this Houſe might produce a very g 
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effect; for people might be afraid, under the preſent circum- 
ſtances, to undertake any new eſtabliſhment, leſt before they 
could reap the advantage the bounty might be diſcontinued. 
At preſent I rather wiſh gentlemen may revolve the idea in 
their minds, and if hereafter J find there is any probability of 
ſucceſs, I will propoſe ſome refolution to this effect. 


8 FD p 3 


Wer Nrs Davy, FEBRUARY 7, 1787. 


The CHANCELLOR of TH Excarequer' ſaid he roſe The Chan- 
to move the order of the day, for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf vellar of the 
into a committee of ways and means; but before he did, he Echequer. 
thought it neceſſary to ſay, that he had no new taxes to pro- 
poſe. He meant merely a continuation of the old, except 
upon ſuch articles as muſt neceſſarily be affected by the com- 
mercial treaty entered into with France, and theſe articles he 
would poſtpone till after the treaty ſhould be ſubmitted to the 
conſideration of the Houſe, 


. / . 9.1 OL END 


0 Mr. Corry defired to know what had been done in the Mr. Corry. 
* buſineſs relative to Portugal? | | | 

ad The CHANCELLOR oF THE Excurquer ſaid he had had The Chan- 
es no official information on that ſubject; he had reaſon to believe 2 of the 
he that his Majeſty's miniſters had paid diligent attention to t. Exchequer. 
— Mr. Cox&v expreſſed much ſurprize that the right honoura- Mr. Corry, 
f ble gentleman ſhould not have heard any thing on a ſubject 

he that every other man had heard ſpoken of z—there had been, 


he ſaid, two reports—the firſt was, that the court of Portugal 


ch 1 poning the bill would be, | 


Fw had conſented to do juftice to Ireland; the other, that that } 
8 court had totally receded from the Methuen treaty — Whatever | 
- the caſe was, he wiſhed to have one common fate with Eng- [ 

a land; but he moe it adviſable not to enter on the bill for | 
ing taxing the wines of Portugal until the reſult of the negocia- | 
I tion ſhould be known. h | 
el The CHANCELLoR OF THE EJch OUR. —It would be The Chan- 
ght very raſh in me, ſtanding in this place, and not having / any celtor of the | 
official authority, to declare what my private opinion may be SITE. i 

the on the ſubje&t now mentioned ;. but ſurely the honourable | 

by gentleman has no right to ſuppoſe me totally ignorant of the | 

rate reports which every man has heard; if he does he is much |! 
tion miſtaken: However, pending negotiation, I hold it prudent to | 
try, move the ſame duties as of laſt year, with a proviſo, that when [ 
ntici Juſtice is done to this country they may be altered; and this | 
not think a more likely means of obtaining that juſtice than poſt- | 
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Mr. Foibes. Mr. Fox Es ſaid he thought it would be candid to poſtpone 
the bill 'till the reſult of the negotiation was known, or till 
ſome information was received. The Portugueſe, he ſaid, 
deſpiſed our efforts. | 


The Chan. The CHanceLLok of Tre FExcnrqper.—The Houſe 

cellor of the will always have it in its power to ſtop the progreſs of the bill, 

Exchequer. if Portugal acts juſtly; if not J hope it will be thought proper 
to exclude her produce, | 


Mr. Beres- Mr. BERESTORD.— A long time fince the papers relative to 

ford. the Portugal buſineſs were laid before this Houſe in whole vo- 
lumes, by a gentleman who is now negociating another treaty 
[Mr. Eden] Every one knows that the buſineſs is going 
forward. I have this inoment heard that Mr. Faulkner is te- 
turned from Portugal, but what anſwer he has brought, it is 
impoſſible for my right honourable friend to know, without the 
ſpirit of divination ; therefore it would be highly improper to 
require any declaration; for, pending the negaciation, we 
ought to be extremely cautious. 8 


111 Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committee of the 
whole Houſe, to conſider of ways and means for raiſing the 
ſupply granted to his Majeſty, Mr. Maſon in the chair, 


Mr. Corry. Mr. Cory expreſſed a defire of having the mode of 2 
; ing the duty on diſtilled ſpirits altered. He ſaid he could fce 
no good reaſon for leaving in the treaſury one third more duty 


than that really payable upon ſpirits, and which third the diſtil- 


ler was afterwards entitled to draw back; he would therefore 


move that the diſtiller ſhould be obliged to pay down but 


eight pence per gallon on his ſpirits. 


Mr. Bere- Mr. Bex:se0RD.—lf there was no good reaſon for obliging 
ford. the diſtiller to depoſit a greater ſum than the real duty actually 
amounts to, the honourable gentleman's alteration would be 
juſt; but the preſent mode is the ſtrongeſt tie that we can have 
upon the diſtiller to uſe no malt but ſuch as has paid duty; be- 
cauſe he muſt prove the malt duty paid before he can receive 
his drawback, | HE 

The fair and honeſt diſtillers have declared themſelves ex- 
tremely well ſatisfied with the manner in which the tax is now 
levied. If they wiſh any alteration, it is, that ſome ftronger 
meaſures may be taken to prevent the practices of the fraudu- 

lent diftillers. a Bat 8 


Mr. Corry, Mr. Cox a v expreſſed himſelf by no means ſatisfied with the 
anſwer. He could not ſee that it was neceffary that the diſtiller 
ſuould be made the guard of the malt duty. He conſidered it 
as a great injury to the diſtiller to be obliged to lie out of ſo 
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great a part of his capital The want of capital was the greateſt 
inconvenience this country laboured under; and in the caſe 
now under conſideration, he ſaw no difficulty in proceeding as 
in the ca'e of tobacco, which is allowed to be bonded —His 

idea, indeed, went further—he wiſhed to lay the w/ ole duty 
upon malt. He deſired that he might not be confidered in the 
motion he intended to make as intending to injure the revenue, 
or to countenance ſmuggling; no man was farther from ſuch 
an idea. He would in every fituation endeavour to prevent 
ſmuggling, which he knew to be the bane of induſtry ; but 
he alſo knew that it was highly injurious to the fair trader to 
keep a large part of his capital idle; he would therefore move 
the moderate reſolution, ** That ſix-pence be taken off the 
{um paid down per gallon.” 


Mr. BexesrorRD.—The honourable gentleman's opinion Mr. Beres- 
does not exceedingly differ from mine, as to throwing the duty ford. 

upon malt I am ready to admit his principle, but as things 
are at preſent circumſtanced, his mode of aliliſting the diſtiller 
will moſt materially injure. him. It is not neceſſary to appriſe 
gentlemen of the injury the country ſuſtains from the private 
diſtiller Every one ſeems to admit the fact. I am confident if 
all the ſpirits and ale made in this kingdom were fairly to pay 
the duties, it would enable parliament to tal e off ſeveral other 
taxes. Upon the introduction of the malt duty, it was neceſ- 
ſary to take an exact account of all the malſters in the kingdom 
—their number appeared to be 3604. — Thoſe perſons were 
called upon to make returns of the average quantity of malt 
annually manufactured by them—3 304 of the number actually 
did make returns—the remaining 309 neglected, or refuſed. 
Thoſe who did make returns can hardly be ſuſpected of over- 
charging themſelves, and their return was 1,405,090 barrels, 
which if diſtilled into ſpirits, (and the difference in ale is not 
much) would produce a revenue of 5 25,8781. ſterling, whereas 
the real receipt was 164, 5 29l. leaving a deficiency of 361,349]. 

Now if gentlemen would conſider how eſſential to their own Oa the de- 

intereſt it is for them to put an end to private diſtilling z if they ſtructive 
would reflect, that by promoting the collection of this inland 1 
exciſe, the port duties, on a great variety of articles, might 3 
be lowered, to the utter ruin of ſmugglers, and infinite benefit tages arifing 
to the country; if they would put theſe advantages in com- from the 

petition with the paltry gain that may be derived from protect- malt duty. 

ing private diſtillers, and fraudulent malſters or brewers, they 
would ſoon determine in favour of ſupporting the revenue. 

As to what the honourable gentleman has ſaid, with regard 
to putting the whole tax of the diſtillers upon the malt, that 
ſubject has been talked over and over at the revenue board. I 
admit it would be uſeful if the time was ripe for carrying it 


facturers of 
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into effect; but the malt tax is new in this country, there are 
not a ſufficient number of officers to collect it, two ſhillings 
and ſix-pence a barrel is a great tax, enough to terrify the peo- 
ple at firſt. The conſequence of which is, that barley has been 
kept at a low price, To this the atts and conbinations of the 

malſters have contributed; the probable effect of which will 
be, that the former will refrain in a degree from railing barley, 
and cultivate ſome other grain. This will raiſe the price of 
barley again, and the malſter will find that he has injured him- 
ſelf. But till things come round and find a ſettled level, I 
do not think it would be very wiſe to make further experi- 
ments. . 

The honourable gentleman ſuppoſes that the diſtiller pays 
down a large ſum and lies a long time out of it, which is not 
the fact; for the moment he proves the malt duty paid he re- 
ceives his drawback. . | 

As to what the honourable gentleman has ſaid about bonding, 
I know of no good effect that can reſult from thence, but to 
increaſe the law expences; for the diſtiller who ſhould uſe 
fraudulent made malt would ſcarce ever think of coming to de- 
mand a drawback, and if we were to ſend for him we ſhould 
perhaps be told he was gone to America. The honourable 
gentleman forgets, that in the caſe of robacco-we have the 


tobacco itſelf as a counter ſecurity to the bond; but in the caſe. 


he propofes we ſhould have nothing but a piece of paper. 


The queſtion was put on Mr. Carry*s motion, and negatived 
without a diviſion, | 


* 
* 
* 
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Tuuss pa, FeBruUARY 8, 1787. 


Petition of A petition of the manufacturers of cotton in the town and 
the manu- county of the town of Drogheda was preſented to the Houſe 
ewtton in the and read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners are deeply con- 
town of cerned in the cotton buſineſs, and have, at their own pri- 
Dregheds. vate expence, erected buildings and filled them with machi- 
_ nery to the amount of very conſiderable ſums of money: that 
the petitioners have brought the manufacture to a great degree 
of perfection, yet notwithſtanding their induſtry, and the ex- 
pence they have been at, they will be under a neceſlity of 
dropping the buſineſs unleſs the Houſe will be graciouſly 
pleaſed to continue the preſent bounty of five per cent on 
the ſale of their goods, on which bounty the exiſtence of the 


ſaid manufacture in this kingdom at preſent chiefly depends; 


ard therefore praying a continuance of the ſame. 
— 


— n an | PYY 


1787.1 r 


121 


A petition of the cotton manufacturers of the town of Petition of 


Belfaſt was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, 
that the petitioners have, at a very great expence and riſk 


they have enjoyed in common with the reſt of the kingdom, 


of the bounty diſtributed by the truſtees for promoting manu 


factares; that without ſuch bounty it would have been abſo- 
lutely impoſſible for the petitioners to have carried on the ſaid 
manufacture, from the expence and difficulty of procuring 
proper machinerv, the very complicated nature of the manu- 
facture, the difheulty of getting people taught to work on 
the different machines, and various branches of the buſineſs, 
as well as great expence in procuring proper artizans to teach 
them; that the petitioners have not yet ſurmounted ſuch vari- 
ous difficulties, and they have involved them into ſuch a 


monſtrous expence, that at preſent it makes their goods come 


ſo high to market as not to be able to meet the Enyliſh fabrics 
of ſimilar qualities without the aid of the bounty heretofore 
granted; and therefore praying the Houſe to take into conſi- 


deration the great importance of the cotton manufacture being 


eſtabliſhed in this kingdom, and not ſuffer jt now to go back 
for want of this ſmall aſſiſtance, to the great loſs of this 
country, and certain ruin of the property the petitioners have 
embarked in the undertaking. 


the cotton 
manufac- 

t . , N turers of the 
eſtabliſhed different cotton manufactures in the ſaid town, town of 


without the ſmalleſt aid from the Houſe, fave the proportion Belfaſt. 


Mr. Mason reported from the committee of the whole Mr. Maſon 


Houſe, appointed to conſider of ways and means for raiſing 
the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the reſolutions which the 


reported 
rom the 
committee 


committee had directed him to report to the Houſe, which he of ſupply. 


read in his place, and after delivered in at the table, where 
the ſame were read, and are as follow : ; 


Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 


That towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, 
the ſeveral additional and other rates, duties and impoſitions 
herein after mentioned, ſhall be raiſed, levied, collected and 


paid to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, from the 25th. 


day of March, 1987, to the 25th day of March, 1788, in- 
cluſive. L | ; 


That a duty of 6d. be laid on every pound of green tea, Duty on tea, 


and 4d. on every pound of black bohea tea and other teas 
which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time 


aforeſaid, in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, exciſe or 


other duties 8 for the ſame by any act or acts of parlia- 
ment heretofore made in this kingdom. 5 


That a further additional duty be laid on all teas imported Further ad- 
into this kingdom which ſhall have been purchaſed at the Eaſt 


ditional duty 


. 


TT — ˙ —w 
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India company's ſales in London for an higher price than gs. 
Britiſh per pound, at the rate of id. per pound for every 6d. 
that ſhall be paid for the ſame over and above the ſum of 48. 
Britiſh at the ſales above-mentioned, during the time afore- 
faid ; the price of the teas to de inſerted in the cockets, and 
to be further aſcertained by a reference to the fale-books of 
the Eaſt-India company, which the commiſſioners of the 
revenue are required to procure from time to time, for the pur- 
poſes above-mentioned. 
Duty on That an additional duty of 6d. per yard be laid on all 
chintzes, chintzes, callicoes and muſlins of the manufacture of 
— 41 China, Perſia and the Eaſt-Indies, which ſhall be imported 
Kc. into this kingdom during the time aforcſaid. | 
Further ad. That a further additional duty of 6d. be laid on every yard 
d tional duty of callico and muſlin which ſhall be imported into this king- 
on callico dom during the time aforeſaid, except of the manufacture of 
20d muſlin. France, or the French dominions in Europe. | 
Duty on, 0 That an additional duty of 15. 6d, per yard be laid on all 
filks and forts of ſilks and ſtuffs made or manufaQured in Perſia, China 
Nuts, or the Eaſt-Indies, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom 
during the time aforeſaid. | | 
Dutyon . bat an additional duty of 4l. ſterling per pound weight 
veivets, be laid on all velvets and manufactures made of or mixed 
with ſilk, except thoſe of Great Eritain, China, Perſia and the 
Eaſt-Indies, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during 
the time afureſaid, 
Additional That an additional duty of 15d. per pound weight be laid 
daty oa upon all hops which ſball be imported into this kingdom dur- 
Hope, ing the time aforeſaid from Great Britain, 
Additional! That an additional duty of 1s. per ream be laid on every 
duty on pa- ream of paper, (except brown, blue and preſſing paper) which 


per. ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, 
: except of the manufacture of Great Britain. 
Duty ow hat a duty of 1s. per pack be laid upon all painted or 


paying playing cards which ſhall be imported into this kingdom dur- 
—— ing the time aforeſaid. | 
Farther ad- That an additional duty of 6d. per pack be laid upon all 
citional duty painted or playing cards that ſhail be manufactured or_vended 
1 in this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, over and above the 
preſent duty now payable for the ſame, | 
Additiocal That an additional duty of 6d, per gallon be laid upon 
duty on lin- all linſeed oil which ſhall be imported into this kingdom dur- 
tecd oil. ing the time aforeſaid, and ſo in proportion for a greater or lets 
uantity. 
* on That for and upon all muſcovado ſugars of the growth, 
— 5 fiom product or manufacture of the Bricith plantations in America 
ot the Weſt ladies which ſhall! be imported into this kingdom 


4 
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between the 25th day of March, 1787, and the 25th day of the Britiſh 
March, 1983, incluſive, directly from thence or from Great plamaticns, 
Britain, there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, without & 
diſcount or allowance, a duty after the rate of 13s. 3d. 28 3 
if imported by natives, and if imported by ſtrangers a duty 
after the rate of 13s. 9d. {5 for every hundred and twelve 
pounds weight thereof, and ſo in proportion for any. greater or 
| Teſs quantity; the ſaid duties to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction 
of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe now payable thereon b 
virtue of any a& or acts of parliament heretofore made in this 
kingdom. | | 
That a duty of 11. 168. 95d. per hundred weight be laid on Duty on 
all refined ſugars in loaves, not being baſtards, and on all fugars in 
candy, which ſhall be imported from Great Britain during the e 
time aforeſaid, being of Britiſh manufacture, and fo in pro- Riewe pri. 
portion for any greater or leſs quantity; the ſame to be paid tain. 
down in ready money net, without diſcount or allowance, 
and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtom and 
exciſe now payable thereon by virtue of any act or acts of 
parliament heretofore made in this kidgdom, pp 
That a duty be laid on all refined ſugars, called baftards, Duty on 
and on all ground and powdered refined ſugars, and all re- ſugars Pow 
| fined loaf broke in pieces, which ſhall be imported from Great _ = 
Britain during the time aforeſaid, being of the manufacture ported frons 
of Great Britain, after the rate of 18s. 11d. £5 £2 for every Great Bri- 
hundred weight thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater tain. 
or leſs quantity; the ſaid duty to be paid down in ready 
money net, without diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu 
and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe payable 
thereon by virtue of any act of parliament heretofore made in 
this kingdom. | 
That for and upon all white ſugars of the growth, product Duty on 
or manufacture of the Britiſh plantations in America or the white ſugars 
Weſt Indies which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during Fran 
the time aforeſaid, directly from thence or from Great Britain, Britiſh plan- 
there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, without diſ- tations or 
count or allowance, a duty after the rate of 11. 11s. 4d. £5 J if from Great 
imported by natives, and if imported by ſtrangers a duty Britain. 
after the rate of 11. 128. 10d. 26 5 for every, hundred and 
twelve pounds weight thereof, and ſo in proportion for any 
eater or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to be in lieu and full 
atisfaQtion of all duties, cuſtom. and exciſe now payable 
thereon by virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore 
made in this kingdom © 1 
That for and upon all refined ſugars of the growth, pro- Duty on 
duet or manufacture of the Britiſh plantations in America or — * 
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the Weſt Indies, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom dur- 
ing the time aſoreſaid, directly from thence or from Great Britain, 
there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, without diſcount 
or allowance, a duty after the rate of 41. 138. 4d. 2% fl if 
imported by natives, and if imported by ſtrangers a duty after 
the rate of 41. 188. 4d. 2 f for every hundred and twelve 
pounds weight thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater 
or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to be in lieu and full fatisfac- 
tion of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe now payable thereon 
by virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in 
this kingdom. | | 

That for and upon all paneles of the growth, product or 


manufacture ef the Britiſh plantations in America or the Weſt 


Indies, which fhall be imported into this kingdom during 
the time aforeſaid, direQly from thence or from Great Bri- 
tain, there ſhall be paid down in ready _ net, without 
diſcount or allowance, a duty after the rate of 178. 5d. 33 3 
if imported by natives, and if imported by ſtrangers a duty 
after the rate of 18s, od. 37 3 for every one hundred and 
twelve pounds weight thereof, and fo in proportion for any 


greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to be in lieu and full 


ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe now payable thereon 
by virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made 
in this kingdom. | 

That there ſhall be allowed and repaid upon the export of 
any of the ſugars or paneles imported between the 25th day 
of March, 1787, and the 25th day of March, 1788, within 
one year after impoit, the full duties paid upon their importa- 
tion, 

That all drawbacks or allowances now given by law on the 
export of retined ſugars made in this kingdom do now ceaſe, 
and be no longer payable, and that in lieu of faid drawbacks, 
and for the werf age of refining ſugars in this kingdom, 


bounty to be a bounty ſhall be allowed and paid upon al! retined ſugar which 


allowed in 


ſhall be exported from this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, 


lieu thereof. after the rate of 1]. 88. 2d. for every hundred weight of fuch 


refined ſugar exported in the loaf, complete and whole, being 
net, that is to ſay, of one uniform whiteneſs throughout, and 
which hath ne through the operation of two or more Clays 
ſince it was laſt in the pan, and hath been properly and 
thoroughly dried inthe ſtove according to the preſent practice 
of retining z and after the rate of 128. 7d. 43 x for every hun- 
dred weight of ſuch retined ſugar exported, called baſtards, 
and of all ground and powdered refined ſugar, and all refined 
loaf ſagar broke in pieces, the {aid ſugar having been twice 
clayed and properly dried in the ſtove; and likewiſe of all can- 
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dy properly refined and manufactured, and free from dirt and 
ſcum. 

That the following additional duties be laid on all damaſk Additional 
towelling, napkins or cloths made of flax or hemp imported duty on da- 
into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, not being of the gry 
manufacture of Great Britain, France, or the French domini- * 0 
ons in Europe; that is to ſay, 2 duty of 6d, per yard on all i 
ſuch goods at or under yird-wide, and of 1s. per yard on all 
ſuch goods from one yard to eight quarters wide, and 25, per 
yard on all ſuch goods above eight quarters wide. | | 

That from and after the 25th day of March, 178), the full Drawbackon 
duties which have been or ſhall be paid on the import of any * ortation. 
goods, wares or merchandizes, except where it thall be other- 
wiſe provided this ſeſſion of parliament, ſball be fully repaid ' 
for ſuch as ſhall be exported by any merchant within three years 
afrer import to any place whatever, | | 


. 


That a duty of ad. per gallon be laid on all cider that Duty on ei- 


| ſhall be ſoid or tapped out by retail, to be paid by the perſon der retailed. 
who ſhall ſell or tap out the fame during the time afore= :- 
fide: 0 Bas | Tort; | z 
That a duty of 108. be paid by every perſon that doth or puty 
ſhall ſell or tap out by retail any cider at any time during the der. 
time aforeſaid, 5 Cr 
That all duties of cuſtoms inwards, import exciſe, and all Duties to be 
other duties payable on the import of any goods, wares and ning bn 
merchandizes, during the time atoreſaid, ſhall-be paid down in ; * » 
ready money net, without any diſcount or allowance for prompt 
payment. | 8 | 
That for and upon all goods, wares and merchandizes which Additional 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, duty of 6. 
except ſugars, by any perſon being a retailer or conſumer, CG 
there {hall be paid in ready money net, without diſcount or ticular arti- 
allowance for prompt payment, an additional duty after the cles. 
tate of 61, per centum on the duties payable thereon reſpec- 
_ tively, over and above the full amount of ſuch duties, except 
the following articles, being the growth, produce or manu- 
factute of France, or the French dominions in Europe, viz. 
beer, hardware, cutlery, cabinet ware and turnery; manu- 
factures of iron, ſteel, copper and braſs z cottons; woollens, 
knit and wove z hoſiery; cambricks and lawns z linens made 
of flax or hemp; tadleryyz gauzes ; milinery made of muſ- 
lin, lawn, cambrick or gauze; porcelain, earthen- ware and 
pottery; glals and glaſs-ware, RES, 5 
That a duty of 20s. per ton be laid upon every ton of Duty oa 
ſoap boilers waſte and manure, and of zl. per ton on every Haß boilers 


ton of linen rags, and to in proportion for any greater or lets j * 


on Cle 


O 


* 


| 
| 
1 
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quantity which ſhall be exported out of this kingdom during 
the time aforeſaid, 

Duty oa That an additional duty of 6d. per hide be laid upon every 

hides. raw and untanned hide which ſhall be exported out of this 

kingdom during the time aforeſaid to any place except Great- 
Britain. | 

Duty ongun That a qty of 4os. be laid on every hundred pounds 

powder. weight of gun-powder not being of Britiſh manufacture, which 

ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time afore- 
ſaid. 

Duty on vi- That a duty of 158. per ton be laid on all vinegar being of 
 negars. = Britiſh manufacture, and an additional duty of Fl. 6s. per ton 
5 upon all other vinegar, which ſhall be imported into this king- 

dom during the time aforeſaid; the ſaid duty of 158. to be in 
lien and full fatisfaQion of all duties payable thereon by vir- 
tue of any act or acts of parliament — made in this 
kingdom. | 
Poſt-office, That towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty a 
general Letter-office or Poſt-office, together with all inferior 
neceſiary offices, be continued bs this kingdom from the 
25th day of March, 1787, to the 25th day of March, 1788; 
and that there ſhall be levied and paid to his Majeſty, his heirs 
and ſucceſſors, for the portage and conveyance of letters and 
l by the taid offices, the ſeveral rates hereafter men- 
ed tioned. | ” 

For the con® That there ſhall be levied and paid to his Majeſty, his heirs 
. of and ſucceſſors, during the time aforeſaid, for the port and con- 
— 4 2 veyance of every ſingle letter or piece of paper from the office 
this king. in this kingdom where ſuch letter or piece of paper ſhall be put 
dom. in, to any diſtance within the ſaid kingdom not exceeding fifteen 

miles Iriſh meaſure, the ſum of 2d. ; and to any diſtance ex- 
ceeding fifteen miles, and not exceeding thirty miles, the ſum 
of zd. ; and to any diſtance exceeding thirty miles, the ſum of 
4d. ; and for the port and conveyance of every double letter, 
double the ſaid ſums reſpectively; and of every treble letter, 
treble the ſaid fums reſpectively; and of every ounce weight, 

four times the ſaid ſums reſpectively; and ſo in proportion for 
any greater weight than an ounce, reckoning every quaiter of 
an ounce equal to a fingle letter. 

For the con- hat every letter or packet directed from any place in this 

reyance of kingdom to any parts in Great Britain or beyond the ſeas, or 

letters to received in this . from Great Britain or any parts be- 

b 2 wo yond the ſeas, ſhall be charged and pay according to the rates 
K. Aforeſaid for its portage and conveyance within this kingdom 

from or to Dublin, or from or to Donaghadee, or ſrom or to 
any other part where packets may be eſtabliſhed, according as 
ic (hall be reſpectively ſhipped from or landed in any of the ſaid 
places. | | 
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That every letter or packet paſſing through the general Poſt- Letters from 
office in the city of Dublin from any place within this king- any place 
dom not leſs diſtant than four miles from the ſaid office, to any names e 
pliice within the ſaid kingdom not leſs diſtant likewiſe than four ſour miles. 
miles from the ſaid office, ſhall be charged and pay according to 
the diſtances in the foregoing reſolutions to Dublin, and 
be further charged and pay according to the ſame from Dub- 
lin. | 

That for every letter or packet directed on board, or brought Letters from 
or ſent from on board any ſhip or veſſel riding or ſtopping in on board or 
any port within this kingdom, there ſhall be charged and paid, OI 
over and above the rates aforeſaid, the ſum of id. | | 

That towards raiſing the ſaid ſupply a Penny Poſt- office be Penny-poſt- 
continued in the city of Dublin, for the port and conveyance office. 
of letters and parkets within a circuit of four miles. from the 
General Poſt- office in the fame city. h 

That for every letter or packet of any weight which {hall be For letters 
ſent to or delivered from the General Poſt- office by the Penny- ſent by 89 
poſt from or to any place not being within the limits of the P. Pen 
faid city, as they are aſcertained and deſcribed in a map or 
ſurvey thereof made by Thomas Mathews, and depoſited in the 
General Foſt- office, there ſhall be paid the ſum of id. over and 
above or excluſive of the rates aforeſaid. 

That for the port and conveyance of any letter or packet, Letters ſent 
being not more than four ounces in weight, from or to any place by the penny 
within the city of Dublin, by the Penny Poſt-office, there 2 
ſhall be paid at the time of putting ſuch letter or packet into 
the office the ſum of id.; and for the port and conveyance of 
every letter or packet not exceeding the like weight from any 
place in the ſdid city to any place outſide of the faid city with- 
in the circuit of the Penny Poſt- office, or from any place out- 
ſide of the ſaid city within the circuit of the Penny-poſt to any 
place within the ſaid city, there ſhall be paid at the time of 
putting in ſuch letter or packet the ſum of 1d. and a further 
tum of id. on the delivery thereof. 

That there ſball be paid to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſuc- For news- 
ceſſors, for the delivery in Dublin of each Britiſh or foreign fe 
printed newſpaper, and each printed vote or proceeding in PTR AY 
Parliament, arriving at the General Poſt- office in Dublin, 
Donaghadee, or any other port where packets are eſtabliſhed 
from Great Britain or beyond the ſeas, without cover or in 
cover open at the ſides, the ſum of id. over and above all fo- 
reign poſtage charged thereon, _ | | 
That an additional duty of 28. the barrel for and upon every a gditional 
thirty-two gallons of beer or ale above the price of 6s. the duty on beer 
barrel, and 4d. the barrel for and upon every thirty-two gal- er ale brew- 
lons of beer or ale of the price of 68. the barrel or under, brew- ed in this 


ed within this kingdom between the 25th day of March, 178), * 
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anq the 25th day of March, 1788, by any common brewer, 


or in his veſſels by any other perſon or perſons who doth or do 


or ſhall fell or top out beer or ale publicly or privately, ſuch 
gallon to. contain two hundred and ſeventy-two Cubical inches 
and one-fourth put of a cubical inch, be paid by the common 
brewer, or by ſuch;perſon or pertons reſpectively who ſhall 
brew, ſell or tap out the tame; and fo proportionably for any 
greater or leſs quantity. | 
Duty on That a duty be laid on all beer, ale and porter which {hail 
beer, ale and he imported into this kingdom during. the time aforeſaid, ex- 
| 23 1575 cept from France, or the French dominiens in Europe, after the 
this king- rate of 45. 1d. for every thirty-two gallons, and fo in propor- 
dom. tion for any greater or leſs quantity; to be paid down in ready 
money net, without difcount or allowance, and to be in lieu 
and full ſatisfaQtion- of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe payable 
thereon by virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore 
made in this kingdom. | | 

Additional That an additional duty of 10d, per gallon for and upon 
— Cer every gallon of aqua vitæ, ſtrong waters or ſpirits made or 
ters or ipi- diſtilled within this kingdom for fale, be paid by the firſt maker 

rits. or diſtiller thereof, during the time aforeſaid. 15 | 
Io bat an additional duty of 8d. per gallon be laid upon every 
Additional gallon of brandy, ſtrong waters and ſpirits perfectly made, and 
e =” of ſpirits made and diſtilled of wine not above proof, that-ſhall 
| 1 be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, and fo 
proportionably for any greater or lets quantity; and for every 


gallon of foreign ſpirits, , above the quality of ſingle. ſpirits, 


which ſhall be imported into this kingdom dur! "S the time afore- 
| faid, an additional duty ſball be paid for ſuch ſpirits, and ſhall 
be Charged thereon in proportion to the duties payable for ſingle 
_ ſpirits of the ſame. denomination, according to the campara- 
tive degree of ſtrength which ſuch ſpirits ſo to be imported ſhall 
bear to fingle ſpirits of the ſame denomination. 
Additional! That a further additional duty of 10d. per gallon be laid 
duty en rum on all rum or other ſpiriis of the growth and produce of his 
or other pi · Ma jeſty's ſugar colonies in America which {hall be imported 
rie, & c. into this kingdom during the time afote ſaid. Ws 8 
Additional That a furthet. additional duty of 18. 8d. per gallon be laid on 
op on all brandy, geneva, and all ather ſpitits that ſhall be imported 
. W Got into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, except ſpirits of 
: the growth and produce of his Majeſty's ſugar colonies in 
| America, Over and above all other duties now payable for the 
fame. | . HP 
Additional hat an additional duty of 2083. ſterling be laid on every 
dut j on tra hundred weight of treacle which ſhall be imported into this 
1 kingdom during the time aforeſaid. ; 
Additional I hat an additional duty of Gd. pet yard be laid on all foreign 
*. ſtuffs called romals, and all manufactures made of cotton, 
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or of cotton and linen mixed, whether plain, painted or ſtained, ſtuffs, called 
' which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time romab. 
aforeſaid, except of the manufaQure of Great- Britain, France, 

or the Ftench dominions in Europe. | | 

That the 6d. per pound and all other fees which ſhall or Pee: payable 

may be payable to the Vice-Treaſurer or Vice 'Treaſurere, to vice-trea- 
Receiver or Paymaſter General, Clerk of the Pells, or any ſucte, &. 
other officer or officers of this kingdom, for and on account of 3 
the iſſuing or paying of any ſum or ſums which ſhall be te- raiſing the 
ceived for or on account of the ſaid ſeveral aids hgreby granted ſupp!y. 

to his Majeſty, or for or upon iſſuing any ſum or ſums of 

money which ſhall or may be borrowed purſuant to any act of 

parliament of vote of credit this ſeſſion of parliament, be ap- 

plied cowards railing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, 

That a further additional duty of 51. per centum be laid Additional 

upon all china, earthen, japanned or lacqueted ware, as valued duty on 

or rated for cuſtom by the book of rates, which ſhall be im- China, Z&c. 
ported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid; and alſo ““ 
an additional duty, after the rate of 10l. per centum on the 
ſeveral goods and manufaQures, not being of the growth and 

produce or manufacture of Great Britain herein after named, as 

the ſame now ſtand rated for cuſtom in the book of rates, or 

if unrated ſhall be valued on oath of the importer, which ſhall 

be imported into this kingdom during the time aforefaid, over 

and above all other duties now payable for the ſame, viz. 

apparel, apples, bacon and hams, beads of glaſs, chocolate, 

cocoa nuts, cork, Capers, currants, cheſnuts, walnuts, ſmall 

nuts, bugles, hulled barley, artificial flowers, millinery wares, 

pearl barley, fans, hats (chip and ſtraw) anchovies, ſturgeon, 

pins, wrought ivory, olives, onions, prints and pictures, mace, 

nutmegs, wrought inkle, drugs not being for dyers uſe, ele- 

phants teeth, furs, all lacquered, japanned, gilt, painted, 

bronzed and enamelled ware, gloves of alt ſorts, almonds, 


id anniſeeds, cinnamon, liquorice, pepper, piamento, pruens, 
lis raiſins, rice, ſaffron, ſuccatds, ſuccus liquoritiz, needles, thim- 
ed bles, outnal thread, ſiſters thread, whited brown thread, and all 

other threads, haberdaſhery, china and earthen ware, hardware, 
* toys, mermits, iron pots, ſciſſars, ſnuff, tiles, ſhot, laces of 
ad cotton, thread, worſted or ſilk, groceries of all kinds (except 
of ſugars), oranges and lemons, lime, lemon and orange juice 
in not being tor dyers uſe, tape, foreign linens, and all manu- 
the faQures of flax and hemp, except the following articles, being 
of the growth, produce or manufacture of France or the 
ery French dominions in Europe, viz. apparel made of woollen, 
-bis cotton or linen, glaſs and glaſs ware, gauzes and millenary 

wares, earthen ware, porcelain and pottery, hard-ware, cut- 
eig ler y, cabinet - ware and turnery, manufactures of iron, ſteel, 
on, copper and braſs, and all linens made of flax and hemp. | 
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Duties s That the following duties ſhall be paid for and upon all wines 
Wine the of the growth of Portugal and Madeira, imported into this 
ee kingdom during the time aforeſaid, if filled and imported by 
OM Jein. natives, 221. 48. Sd. if filled and imported by ſtrangers, 
231. os. 2d. 28 i if unfilled and imported by natives, 20l. 14s. 
if unſilled and imported, by ſtrangers, 211. 8s. by the ton for 
every ton thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs 
quantity; the ſaid duties to be paid down in ready money 
net, without any diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and 
full ſatisfaction of any cuſtom, exciſe or other duties payable 
to his Majeſty for the ſame by virtue of any act or acts of 
parliament heretotore made in this kingdom. 
Additional That a further additional duty of zol. a ton be paid upon 
duty on all wines of the growth of Portugal imported into this kingdom 
pogo 3 during the time aforeſaid, and ſo in proportion for any greater 
2 or leis quantity; the {aid further additional duty to ceaſe ſo 
- ſoon as the goods of Ireland ſhall be admitted into Portugal 
© agreeable to treaties, and to be paid dawn in ready money 

net, without any diſcaunt or allowance. | 
Duties on That the following duties ſhall be paid for and upon all 
Rhenſh Rheniſh wine imported into this kingdom during the time afore- 
* faid, if filled and imported by natives, 271. 198. 10d. 43, 
il lied and imported by, ſtrangers, 291. gs. 10d. 283 if un- 
filled and imported by natives, 251. 1 38. 16d. 13 3, if unfilled 
and imported by ſtrangers, 27l. os. 10d. 28 J by the ton fot 
evety ton thereof, and ſo, in proportion for any greater or leſs 
quantity; the ſajd duties to be paid down in ready money net, 
without any diſcount ot allowance, and to be in lieu and full 
ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, (exciſe and other duties payable to 
his majeſty. for the ſame hy virtue of any act or acts 21 parlia- 
ment heretofore made in this kingdom. | 
Duti on - That. che following duties ſhall be paid for and upon all 
Spaniſh Spaniſh wine imported into this kingdom during the time afore- 
wise. (aid, if filled and imported by natives 221. 4s. Sd. if filled and 
imported by ſtrangers, 231. 08. 2d. 48 33 if unfilled and im- 
ported by natives 20l,, 148. if unfilled arid, imported by ſtran- 
gers 211. 8s. by the ton tor every ton thereof, and ſo in pro- 
portion for any, greater. or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to be 
paid down in ready money net, without any diſcount or allow- 
. arice, and to be in lieu and full ſatisſaction of all cuſtom, exciſe 
ot other duties pay able to his majeſty for the ſame by virtue of 
auy act or acts of parliament hetetofore made infthis kingdom. 
Duty on | That during the time aforeſaid. the like duty ſhall be paid 
wines, im- for all wines imported from the Canaries and all other the do- 
porn hom minions of Spain, as upon Spaniſh wine; the ſaid duties to 
ries, c. be paid down in ready money net, without any diſcqunt or 
allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, 
exciſe or other duties payable to his majeſty for the ſame by 


9 SE 4aATREA 131 


virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this 
kingdom. 1 | 

'That the following duties ſhall be paid for and upon all Duties on 
other wines imported into this kingdom during the time afore- all other 
ſaid, if filled and imported by natives, 281, gs. 10d. 48, if filled Wines. 
and imported by ſtrangers, gol. 38. 2d. 353 if unfilled and im- 
ported. by natives, 261. 28. 10d. 33 2, if unfilled and imported 
by ſtrangers 27), 128. 10d. 28 + by the ton for every 
ton thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quanti- 
ty; the ſaid duties to © paid down in ready money net, with- 
out any diſcount or allowance, and tobe in lieu and full fatis- 
faction of all cuſtom, exciſe or other duties payable to his 
Majeſty for the ſame, by virtue of any act or acts of parliament | 
heretofore made in this ery | 

That upon the regular exportation of wines, whether by Daub 
natives or ſtrangers, within three years after the importation 3 _— 
thereof, to any place or places except the Britiſh plantations in portation af 
America and the Weſt Indies, and the Britiſh ſettlements on wines. 
the coaſt of Africa, there ſhall be paid the ſeveral drawbacks. 

That upon all wines of the growth of Portugal that ſhall 
have paid the additional duty of zol. per ton, and which ſhall 
be exported from this kingdom, there ſhall be drawn back and 
repaid the full additional duty ſo paid on import. GS 

That a tax of 108. per barrel be laid upon all herrings which Tax on her- 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom, except Britiſh herrings, 8“ 
during the time aforeſaid. Ty 

That an aditional duty of 10s. be laid on every hundred Additional 
weight of cork which ſhall be imported into this kingdom from —_ 85 
Portugal, during the time aforeſaid. js 

That a further additional duty be laid on all oranges and Additional 
lemons which ſhall be imported into this kingdom from Portu- duty on 
gal or its dominions during the time afoteſaid, after the rate ranges, le- 
of 408. for every thouſand, and ſo in proportion for any greater *<- 
or leſs number. | | 3 

That an additional duty of 3d. per pound weight be laid on Additional 
all chocolate and cocoa nuts which ſhall be imported into this eder 
kingdom during the time aforeſaid. gb and cocoa. 
That an additional duty of 21. tos. per centum be laid on all Additional 
Iron wire-which pegs e THORN a this kingdom during the dutj on iron 
time aforeſaid, not being of the manufacture of Great-Britain, 


wire im- 


France, or the French dominions in Europe. _ 
That a tax of 4. in the pound be laid upon all ſalaries, she 4% 
profits of employments, ſees and penſions, payable between pound on all 
| the 25th day of March, 3987, and the 25th day of March, falaries, &c. 

1788, to the perſons who ſhall not actually reſide fix calendar P*yable to 
months in this kingdom between the ſaid 25th day of March, parton = 
1787, and the ſaid 25th day of March, 1788, except the 2 
deſcendants of his Majeſty's Royal Grandfather, and except the year ia 
the chief governor and his ys and alſo except the Duke 2 

| $-- 1 
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of Brunſwick, Prince Ferdinand, the Duke and Ducheſs of 
Athol, the repreſentatives of the right honourable Lord Baron 


Hawke of the kingdom of Great Britain, and George Charles, 


Eſq; if his Majeſty all think fit by his ſign manual to exempt 
them from the ſaid tax; and alto except all officers of the 
army ſo far as reſpects the pay ariſing from their regimental 
commiſſions ; and alſo except the halfpay officers on this eſta- 
blikment, and the widows of officers. : - 


And the queſtion being put, that the Houſe do agree with 
the committee of the ſaid reſolutiom, it was carried in the 
affirmative. . 


It was ordered, that leave be given to bring in one or more 
bill or bills, purſuant. to the ſaid teſolutions and the reſolutions 


of the committee of ſupply ; and that the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer, the Prime Serjeant, the Attorney General, the 
Solicitor General, Mr. Maſon, Mr. Serjeant Fitzgerald and 
Mr. George Ponſonby, d. prepare and bring in the ſame, 


To — 


Fartpay, FEBRUARY , 1787, 


Mr.Conolly. Mr. ConoLLy.—lt was my defire, in the courſe of the pre- 


ſent ſeſſion, to have moved an alteration in the tax of hearth- 
tnoney, deſirous to relieve, as far as I could, the diſtreſſes of 


the poor cottagers. But as a conſiderable part of the country 


Mr. Stew- 
t.. 


is in a ſtate of commotion, I refrained from entering upon that 
buſineſs 3 -becaufe I will never countenance any oppoſition to 
law, however. I may wiſh to alter what bears hard upon the 
r: | therefore now declare that J will not move upon the 
{ubjeQ of hearth-money until the people demean themſelves a: 
good ſubjeds: Whenever that happens I am ready to prove 
my ſelf their friend. | 1 


M Srewanr (af Killymood) -I bave bot the ſmalleſt 


idea of holding out any encouragement to the inſurgents, but 
] would wiſh for a moditication of this tax, in order to lightea 


the burden of the lower claſſes. I cannot conceive how it can 


be conſidered as a countenance in any degree to the tranſgreſ- 
ſors. The diſturbances are confined to a — counties, and ſhall 
the whole peaſantry of Ireland be puniſhed for the lawleſs acts 
of a few But if it is not proper to acquieſce in a general com- 


mutation of this tax, there is ſtill a remedy, and one that may 


wich propriety be adopted this ſeſſion. Let the tax be taken off» 
ſuch houſes as have but one hearth, and let it be increaſed on 
ſuch as have more; and let the relief be ſent down to ſuch 
counties only, as have been undiſturbed in the riot, —This 
will be an inducement to the inſurgents to obſerve decorum, 
and convince them of the folly of the plan which they are at 


- preſent purſuing, ; 


A 
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Mr. Maso x ſaid he could not beat to hear the hearth - money Mr. Maſon. 
ſpoken of as an oppreſſive tax it had been inſtituted when 
money was at leaſt twelve times as valuable as t is now—it had: 
been paid without complaint for near a century, and he could 
not ſee a reaſon why now, all on a ſudden, it had become à 
faſhion to exclaim againſt-it, . 2K | 


Mr. ConoLlty.—l have in my hand a reſolution, which Mr.Conolly. 


] hope will be thought perfectly unexceptionable, both as. to 


its principle and the terms in which it is drawn. It is ſuch a 
reſolution as I flatter myſelf the right honoutable gentleman 
high in office, and high in reſponſibility, [Mr. Orde] and the 
right honourable gentleman who ſits next to him on one fide 
[the Chancellor of the Exchequer}, and the right honourable 
gentleman who fits next to him on the other fide [che Secretary 
of State]J—in a word, every gentleman who ſupports govern- 
ment or oppoſes government, every honeſt Iriſhman and every 
honeſt Engliſbman muſt approve. It is impoſſible any man can 
ſay, that running in debt can either ſerve this country or Eng- 
land. If in time of peace we run in debt, how is it poſſible 
we can ſupport ourſelves in the event of a war? I with to have 
it in our power to aſſiſt England no man would do more for 
England than 1 would. I would do any thing for her ſhort 
of an union but mo in debt, and waſting the public re- 
venue, incapacitates us from being a powerful ſupport to her. 
Sir, I would. have this country conſider England as her friend 


and protector God forbid ſhe ſhould ever become her tyrant 


or her enemy. ES | 5 

Sir, I now move you, That this Houſe, determined to put 
an end to the ruinous practice of running in debt, did the ſeſ- 
ſion before the laſt vote new taxes, eſtimated at 140, oool. per 


annum, and having on the ſame principle continued theſe taxes b 


A 


in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, do now. provide chearfully to 2 
give and grant the ſame taxes, in the mod decided expeQation. © © 
that by his Grace the Lord Licutenant”s frugal and juſt manage- 
ment of the public revenues, thus greatly ,enlarged, they will,, 
be now rendered ſufficjent to Iapiaty the pnblie exponers with- 


gate of the revenues intended by parliament for the . of 
the ſlate amounted to mote than a million - from à vaftety of 
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circumſiances' the net receipts have been near one hundred 
thouſand pounds leſs than che ſum. Now does the right ho- 
nourable gentleman mean that parliament having thought up- 
wards of a million neceſſary for the ſuppert of the ſtate, and 
the means granted for raiſing: that ſum having either failed or 


been diverted from their intention by parliamentary interfetence, 


by no leſs than 100, oool. government is ſtill obliged to per- 
orm as much with 900, oopl. as if the net receipt had exceeded 
a million? a | 


Mr. oe. Dr. Onwe.—T have already expreſſed my ſenſe of what 


gentlemen are pleaſed to call a compact, and I no repeat my 
former declaration, that no ſuch compaR ever had exiftence, 
At the ſame time I ſay that it behoves this Houſe, and it behoves 
government to act with the utmoſt frugality with regard to the 
public treaſure ; but as one reſponſible, .-] never will, by any 
expreſſion of mine, admit that the hands of government ſhould 
be tied up againſt all poſſible oircumſtances. Such à compact 
would be unwiſe, and muſt prove ineſſectual; for it could ne- 
ver be expected that with a revenue diminiſned by parliamen- 
tary grants and new eſtabliſhments; government could under- 
take to ſupport: the ſame expences as with more ample means. 
Wich ny 
ſame hope with the honourable gentleman that moves it; but I 


would: not be underſtood to bind government by a pofitive de- 


claration. I he diſturbed ſtate of the country, which is to be 
the ſubject of a future day, will not admit it. It is impoſſible 
to foreſee what expences may be incurred by the commotions, 
and-by other euents which: may anavGidably ariſe; bur I] fball 
be always ready to account to parliament for the expences of 
government, and wilt uſe my-utmoſt endeavours to keep them 
as low as the well-being of the nation will permit. « 


.... what th right honourable gel 


558 


in his power, we can expect no more 
MrConolly, Mr. Conor then moved, That the Houſe,” with the 


1080 
Mr. Crattan. Mx. G 


man Has ſaid. be ſeems ready to account to parliament for the 
expences of government, but he deſires not to be charged with 
the ex pences of this Houſe. This appears very fair, and as 


the meaning: of the motion is to give to government the ſhield 


of parllatnent'againſt importunity and demand, he can have no 
de ebjeCtion:to it lt will enable him to reſiſt ſolicitation, and if, 
28 J doubt not, his intention is to proceed: with all the frugality 


„ - 
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The motion was put, and caffied ufanimoudy ,. 


. 


Speak, do ere ts Gra the Lo Liest uit with x copy 
of the refolution'now paſſe * FR rr | 


5868012 


U „ne eee. 
Ar rAx ſeconded the motion. 
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pet to the reſolution, I am ready to 'expreſs the 
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> The Cuaxctitox or rur Exenr aun. — After the The Chan- 

conduct which this fide of the Houſe has juſt now manifeſted, £-Nor of the 
I did not think that any gentleman would feel himſelf diſpoſed RS oa 
to make a parade, or throw a cenfure on his Grace the Lord 
Lieutenant, by moving the Houſe to go up to the Caſtle in 

pomp with the copy of the reſolution, which would imply that 

ſuch a leſſon. was. neceſſary to the Chief Governor, though 

every ſervant of the Crown has voted with the reſolution, and 

it has paſſed without a diſſenting voice. | 


Mr, Conoiuy.— When I made my motion, I imagined Mr. Conolly. 
that the gentlemen on the other. ſide of the Houſe would have 
taken pride in ſupporting it. It has been ſaid there i» no oc- 
caſion for making a triumph of the reſolution; and Why? be- 
cauſe it is right and I knew very well, that adminittration 
never wiſh to make a triumph of doing right. If they are not 
willing to aſſent to my motion, I ſhall reſt ſatisfied with giving 
this Houſe and the nation a leſſon. It is perfectly eaſy for a 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to go into his cloſet and ſay to 
himſelf, ] will tax fuch an article and ſuch an article—this will 
produce fo much, and ſo on ad infoitum, But I will tell him 
that according to the opinion of the wiſeſt and beſt financiers, 
that the wealth of the nation ſhould be firſt eftimared, to aſcer- 
tain what taxation it is able to bear, and that it is a fixed rule, 
that a certain quantum of wealth will only produce a certain 
quantum of taxes—ſo' every man knows what his own income 
will admit, and regulates accordingly, If unable to keep a 
coach, he rides a hotſe—if. unable to keep a horſe, he walks 

and if not able to purchaſe ſhoes, he muſt go bare foot. 
Whenever this ſyſtem is departed from, bad conſequences muſt 

enfue.— He congratulated the Houſe on the faccets of his for- 
met motion, and withdrew that he had laſt made. 


The SeckeTARY or SrATE.—I am very glad to hear the TheSecrets- 
right honourable gentleman beſtow panegyric on government, ry of State. 
for the handſome manner in which governinent had acceded to 
his motion, and I think he has acted with great propriety in 
withdrawing the ſecond motion, upon finding it oppoſed. I 
am glad to lee him in ſo good a temper, for I believe he always 
As to the expences incurred by the acts of this Houſe, I ſhall 
juſt fay one word, to ſhew that if they inureaſe as they have 
done, it would be impoſſible for government, with a limited 
income, to ſupport them. The bounty on corn for this year 
4 amounts to roa, col. and the general income of bounties is 
y 55,0001, ſo that we, have more reaſon to apprehend that the re- 
venue will be exhauſted by parliamentary bounties, than by any 
prodigality of government, however we have this conſolation, 
that the money given in bounties, if not fraudulently obtained 
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« by the receiver, is a benefit to the country, and a proof of itz 
proſperity. 
Mr. Corry. Mr. Cox x wiſhed to know from a right honourable gentle, 
man high in office, and fingle in reſponſibility, whe her he 
meant only to abide by the reſolution ? Government had the 
ad vantage of 80,000l. which they could not have this year. 
By a tax on malt at the time cf granting the- additional taxes, 
they had 159,000. and by an act of credit they had zo, cool. 
Thoſe they certainly would not have this year. Now, he 
aſked, were they determined to abide by the reſolution under 
thoſe circumſtances? Either they muſt do fo, or impoſe new 
taxes, or ſearch for expences that admitted rettenchment. He 
aſked this queſtion at this early period to preveni'adminiſtration 
from having it in their power to fritter away the ſpirit of the re- 
ſolution, by coming forward next year, and ſaying—Oh ! we 
have been deficient, but will account for it, We had formerly 
30,000], by malt, and 50,000]. by a vote of credit; we had 
no ſuch ſums this year, and if they are deducted it will be 
found that we have been kept within bounds, We mult there- 
fore levy new taxes. 1 | 


The Chan- The CHanceLLor or THE ExcnurqQuen denied that it 
_ of the was a vote of credit, and aſſerted that it was money borrowed 


- 


Exchequer. under the Jaw of the land. . 


Mr. Coax x replied, that the only difference was, that it 
was uſual to grant a vote of credit firſt, and then to paſs an act 
of parliament for it. In the preſent caſe the act had paſſed 
firſt, and the money was granted afterwards, and it was chere- 
fore to all intents and purpoſes a vote of credit. | 


Mr. Corry. 


Mr. George Mr. Gzxoxce PonsoxBy ſpoke of the 50,0001 and ſaid 
Ponſonby. there had been no concealment in it. - The ſum was borrowed 
under the law of the land, and was not a vote of credit; he 

had thought it was, but on looking more accurately into the 
accounts, he found jt was not, 12 then deſired the Houſe to 

look at home when they were ſpeaking of finances. Their 

own grants had amounted to 71,000). and he wiſhed ſome gen- 

tleman would point out what good had reſulted from them. , 


Sir Herevles Sir He«cuLes Lancrisne faid he ſhould not have ſpoken 
Lavgriſbe. on the preſent occaſion, as the original motion had been agreed 


not made a commentary on it, which explained a tendency or 
implication, which he lad before gifcovered in the motion, 
That the increaſe of expence was the prodigality of goyern- 
ment; a fact, whether expreſſed or implied, which he could 
not ſuffer to remain uncontroverted, becauſe he did not think ĩt 
2 fact well founded—that in the nature and growth of things, 


charge on government the increaſe of public expence, when it 


. 


to by the Houſe, if his honourable friend who ſpoke laſt had 


/ 
\ 


there was a growth of experce and that it would be unfair to 
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really originated in other cauſes. That if the right honoura- 
ble member who ſeconded the motion, [Mr. Grattan] had been 
able to have attended the committee of accounts, (and that he 
could not, every man who had any private feeling, muſt la- 
ment the cauſe, as every man who had any public principle 
muſt lament the effect) he would have found, that though the 
papers there produced, might in ſome meaſure bear teſtimony 
to the exiſtence of the evil he objected to, that they likewiſe 
bear teſtimony to the innocence of adminiſtration, That as 
for the increaſe in the public expence, he hoped the right ho- 
nourable member would excuſe him if he ſaid, that he himſelf 
was the principal cauſe of it. When the ſucceſs of the gre*t 
excrtions in which he was engaged, (exertions that will make 


his name well to be remembered) had raiſed this country to 


conſtitution and conſideration ; it raiſed it likewiſe to a large 
ſcale of expence.—No-country ever acquired an enlargement 
of conſtitution, and rank and figure in the world, without an 
enlargement of its expences nothing was ſo well worthy to be 
paid for but that they muſt be paid for. : 

When the improved ſtate of this country introduced annual 
ſeſſions of parliament, it introduced exorbitant ex pence; it 
hot only doubled the ordinary expence of holding a ſeſſion, but 
doubled the tide of parliamentary prodigality, The conten- 
* tions for parliamentary favour, became in'a manner perpetual. 
The doors of the temple were never ſhut. If the current 
ſhould happen to be ſtopped in the ſupply, it forced its way 
through the channel of addreſſes, When the country hecame 
free, the judges muſt be independent !—And in order to in- 
creaſe their independency, you increaſed their ſalary; and in 
order that they might be ſufficient for all circuits, you in- 
creaſed their number, When you grew a nation, the great of- 
fices of ſtate were to be reaſſumed, that your affairs might be 
adminiſtered like thoſe of a great nation. When the doors of 
commerce were but juſt opened to you, your minds expanded 
themſelves to all the views of eſtabliſhed commerce: New pro- 
jeQs to be opened new adventures encouraged—new trade ad- 
vanced; and all at the public expence, The fiſheries (the 
wealth and the ſtrength of an iſland) were to be cultivated with 
unparalleled liberality, by bounties on adventure, and premi- 
ums on exportation. New bounties were granted on the ex- 
port of your linens: and as to the woollen manufacture, whilſt 
you were exulting that the markets of the world, which were 
10 long and ſo injuriouſly ſhyt againſt you, were opened for its 
reception, you were obliged to grant bounties to engage the 
people to undertake che manufacture. You ſtruck off all duties 
on the export of your manufactures, (a wiſe meaſure of future 
policy, but not productive of preſent revenue). As you gained. 
a figure in the world—as you grew conſpicuous, you grew 
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proud. You anticipated the condition that futurity had in 
ſtore for you—You were grafping at the fruit, at the very time 
that you were planting the tree—Your metropolts muſt be 
adorned—it muſt equal London in lighting and paving, and 


Venice in the ſplendor of its building. The two Houſes of 


parliament began to feel themſelves, and took the lead in mag- 
nificence—The Lords ſpiritual and temporal, reinſtated in their 
appellant juriſdiction, would no longer ſubmit to put on their 
robes and lawn ſleeves in an anti chamber; nor would the Com- 
mons, aſter the repeal of Poyning's law, any longer take their 
refreſhment at the bar of à coffee · houſG. 

Parliament addreſſed the Crown, pretty much as every one 
of our wives would have addreſſed us on a ſimilar occaſion, as 


thus, My dear, we could put up with this houſe well 


enough formerly, when we were little thought of in the world, 
and only ſpent three or four months in two years in it; but 
now it is in a manner become Gur conſtant reſidence. Some- 
thing will be expected from us. We ſhould. therefore have 
things a little comfortable about us. It is, after all, abomina- 
ble to eat one's mutton chop in the larder - to drink our wing 
in the pantry or to dreſs ourfelves in the common lobby, but- 
above all, it is abſolutely indecent to have the chaplains ex- 
poſed, by unbuttoning before the men and the me , and put- 
ting on their ſurpluſes in the ſervants? ball.“ ch arguments 


are always concluſive, and fuch applications ways ſucceſsful. 


Maznificent apartments were erected —the i :xury, the delica- 
cy, the privacy of parliament were accommodated, and the 
nation incurred an immoderate expence. One thing grows out 


of another. Your hoſpitals muſt be palaces; even poor, 


helpleſs pregnancy mutt be delivered of its burden under a 
dome, or under a canopy z. and, as if the expences of the law 
were not ſufficiently burdenſome to the individuals, they were 
aſſiſted by an enormous expence to the nation, for ereQing, 
new courts of juſtice. Nay, I fancy, (perbaps I dream, if | 
do, I ſhall be awakened by a right honeurable friend of mine) 
F tancy | fee Alma mater herſelf holding out her hands, and 
ſending forth her ingenuous ſons, the pride and the hope of the 
rifing generation, to ſolicit further decorations for the teat of 
lrarning. In ſhort, the common beggars, the inhabitants of the 
rtouſe of Induſtry, ſeem to be the only pecpie who have mo- 
deration enough to be contented to live in a plain, common, 
good ſort of brick houſe, perhaps not much better than that in 
Which Þrefide : [Here Sir Hercules was interrupted and told, 
that they too had applied for a new building on which he 
aſked pardop for miſinforming the Houſe ; chat he had hazarded 
only onè ſet of men in the claſs of moderation, and now found 


he was miitaken in them.] He obſerved, that in this ſpirit of 


LY 
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improvement—in' this vanity of archice@ure—in this tage for 


expence, it was impoſſible that government ſhould not in ſome 


degree conform to the genius of the nation; but if that were 
fairly examined, it would be found in general, to be a confot- 
mity to the genius of the nation in compliance with tlie deſites 
of parliament. ee | | 
Hie obſerved on ſome objections that had been made to parti- 
cular articles of expence in the committee of accounts; aud 
made ſome comparative ſtate of the public expences favoura-' 
ble to government; and concluded by ſaying that in the yer 
1786, a year ſo diſtinguiſhed by the paſſion of caſtle building 
the perplexity of public tumult, and the patriotiſm of bounties 
and premiums, the expences of government, though they ex- 


ceeded the amount of the year 1785, were ſtill leis than they 


were in the year 1784, by above 15,0001. 


39 


Me. GaaTTaNn,—Sir, the debate has began after the reſolu- Mr.Grattan, 


tion has paſſed. The gentlemen on the other fide of the Houte | 


have invited a cenſure by entering into 2 defence of 
the public expences. I ſhall not accept the proffered combat 
now, becauſe the reſolution which was my object is carried. 


I might perhaps ſhew that ſeveral items of the public expences 


were highly exceptionable. That ſeveral: of theſe expences 
charged againft parliament, were in fact the expences of go- 
vernment, expences which they did ſuggeſt or did not oppoſe, 


I can. only acquit them of ſuch parliamentary grants as they 


might have combated without ſucceſs, I do not know that this 

was the caſe of any; however, to go into particulars after the 

ſucceſs of the motion would be idle. Satisfied with having 

- carried a principle, I applaud the miniſter's afſenting to the 
motion, and withhold" ahimadverſion on the articles of ex- 
pence. | h 


Mr. Masod reported from the committee of ways and Mr. Maſon. 


means for raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the fol- 


= 


lowing reſolutions : 


Reſolved, that it is the opinibn of this committee, 


That a duty of is. zd. be laid upon every pound of raw Duty on ra 


filk, not being the produce of America, which ſhall be im- ſilk. 


ported into this kingdom from any place whatſveyer after the 


25th day of March, 1787, until the 25th day of March, 1988; 


the ſaid duty, to be in lieu and full {atisfaQtion of all cuſtom, 
exciſe and other duties whatſoever payable for the ſame by 
virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this 
kingdom. " NEE 


That during the time aforeſaid an allowance be paid on the Munter 
exportation of all ribbands or ſtuffs made in this kingdom of ſilk *9 be paid o 
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| Gece. &c. 


On gald or 
ſilver plate. 


Duty on 
ſpeckle 
Wood. 


* 


Drawbackon 
exportation. 
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only, after the rate of 3s. the pound weight avoirdupoiſe z and 
of all ſilks and ribbands made in this kingdom of filk mixed with 
gold and filver, after the rate of 48. per pound weight; and of 
all filk ſtockings, filk gloves, fringes, laces, ſtitching and 
ſewing filk, made in this kingdom, after the rate of 18. 3d. per 
pound weight; and of all ſtuffs made in this kingdom of filk 
and grogram varn, after the rate of '8d. per pound weight; 
and of all ſtuffs made in this kingdom of filk mixed with inkle 
or cotton, after the rate of 15. the pound weight; and of all 
ſtuffs made in this kingdom of ſilk and worſted, after the rate 
of 6d. per pound weight; ard of all wrought or manufactured 
gold or ſil ver plate made in this kingdom, after ti rate of Gd. 
for every ounce weight. . 
That. far and upon every col. value of ſpeckle wood, as 
the ſame is rated for cuſtom, which ſhall be imported into this 
kingdom from Africa or Great Britain during the time afore- 
ſaid, there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, without 
diſcount or allowance, the ſeveral duties following; that is to 
ſay, if the ſame be imported by any of his Majeſty's ſubjeas 
a duty of 231. 16s. 8d.; but if the ſame be imported by ſttan- 
gers, then a duty of 251. 6s. 53d. and ſo in proportion for any 
greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to be in lieu and full 
ſatisfaQtion of all duties, cuſtom and-exciſe payable thereon by 
virtue of any law or laws heretofore made in this kingdom; 
and that upon the export thereof, within three years after im- 
port, there ſball be allowed and repaid a drawback of eq ml 
amount to the duties teſpectively charged hereby on the import 
of ſuch ſpeckle wood. ELS | +; 


Duty onbea- That for and upon all beaver ſkins of the produce of the 


ver ſxi 


Duty onbea- 


ver wool cut 
and combed. 


Britiſh Plantations in America or the Weſt Indies which ſhall. 
be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, there 
ſhall be paid down in ready money net, without diſcount or al- | 
lowance, a duty after the rate of 9s.. 115d. for every five ſcore 
of ſkins, and fo in proportion for any greater or leſs number, in 
lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, duties and exciſe pay- 
able thereon by virtue of any aGpr acts of parliament heretofore 
made in this kingdom, mn. 8 4 
That for and upon all beaver wool cut and combed, the pro- 
duce and manufacture of the ſaid plantations, which ſball be 
imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, thete 
ſhall be paid down in ready money net, without diſcount or al- 


lowance, a duty after the rate of 175. 10 fd. for every pound | 


weight thereof, in lieu and full ſatisfachon of all duties, cuſ= 


tom and exciſe payable thereon by any act or acts of parlia- 


ment heretofore made in this kingdom, and ſo in proportion for 


chai, ee, any greater or [els quantity; and that the ſaid duty ſhall be . 


exportation. 


fully drawn back and repaid on due exportation thereof within 
three years after importation. | e702 09 
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That for and upon all cotton wool, of the growth or pro- Duty on the 
duce of the Britiſh Plantations in America or the Weſt Indies, exportation 
which ſhall be exported from this kingdom during the time waſher 26 
aforeſaid in any other than Britiſh or Irith ſhipping, there ſhall, 

be paid down in ready money net, without diſcount or allow - 

ance, a duty after the rate of 5!. 198. 2d. for every 109!. va- 

lue thergof, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs value, 

in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties and cuſtom payable on 

the ſame by virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore 

made in this kingdom, PETS "ah E : 

That for and upon all beaver wool or wombs which ſhall Puty ,bs- 
have been imported from the ſaid plantations or ſettlements, ver wool os 
and which ſhall be afterwards exported from this kingdom du- wombs. 
ring the time aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid down in ready mo- 
ney net, without diſcount or allowance, a duty after the rate 
of 81. 18s. 9d. for every five ſcore pounds weight thereof, and 
ſo in proportion for any greater or lefs quantity, in lieu and 
full ſatisfaQtion of all duties and cuſtom' payable thereon by 
virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this 
kingdom. | ; 

| hat for and upon every piece of white woollen cloth call- Duty on 
ed broad cloth, which ſhall be exported from this kingdom du- white wool- 
ring the time aforeſaid to any of the ſaid plantations or ſettle- len cloth. 
ments, there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, without 
diſcount or allowance, a duty of 58. 115d. and fo in propor- 
tion for any greater or leſs quantity, in lieu and full ſatisfaQi- 
on of all duties and cuſtom payable thereon by virtue of any 
act or acts of parliament wade in this kingdom, except the al- 
nage duty. | 
| That from and after the 25th day of March, 1787, no cuſ- No duty to 
tom, ſubſidy or duty whatſoever ſhall be payable on the export be 2 
to any place of logwood of the growth or produce of the Bri- pipes e 
liſh ſettlements in America or the Weſt Indies, provided the wood, or — 
{:me be exported in Britiſh or Iriſh ſhipping, nor upon any lead- on any lead- 
ore exported to Great Britain. | * 2. 

That the ſeveral ſubſidies, duties and cuſtoms, except the Several du- 
alnage duties heretofore payable upon the export of any goods ties, &c. on 
and merchandizes of the growth, product and manufacture of Lane, 
this kingdom, be taken off, except on ſkins, hides of all ſorts, es taken off, 
cone y-hair or wool, hares wool, hair of all 5 * live excepting 
cattle of all forts, aſhes, bacon, beef, pork, butt 
guts, hogs lard, tallow, tongues, bones not manufactured, 
flax-ſeed, hemp- ſeed, linen yarn, linen rags or ſhreds, rape 
Cakes, ſoapers waſte or other manure, tin unwrought, weld, 

Wax or wood, ard proviſions of all forts. - * = oe 

That no ſubſidy, cultom or duty whatſoever ſhall be raiſed, No duty to 
levied or paid on the export of any goods or merchandizes, the = peg on 
product or manufactute of this kingdom, to the Britiſh Planta- porta 


* 


er, greaſe, ſome article. 
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tion of goads tions in America, the Weſt Indies, or the Britiſh ſettlements on 
3 the coaſt of Africa, except on the ſevetal articles mentioned in 
— ar the foregoing reſolution, and on iron and iron wares, leather 
manufacture fanned, dretſed-or tawed, .ſhreds and points of leather, pelts, 
of this king- vellum and parchment, ſoap, hops, allum, lead, lead-ore, 
dom, except copperas, coals, wool cards, white woollen, cloth, lapis cala- 
.. minatis, glue, aud litharge of lead. iT = OP 
No duty to «© That from and after the 25th ny Ge March, 1787, no cuſ- 
be paid en tom, duties or ſubſidy whatever ſhall be payable on the im- 
the importa- portation of any unwrought timber or timber lumber. of the 
— Frog . growth or produce of America or the Welt Indies; any wiought 
timber, and timber not being a maſt, yard or howſprit z any wood or plank 
ſeveral other being the growth or produce of America or the Weſt Indies, 
articles. and imparted from thence or from Great Britain; any cotton 
wool, indigo, cochineal, Brazil or Fernambuca wood, log- 

| wood, Braziletto or Jamaica wood, Nicaragua wood, red or 

guinea wood, fapan,wood, mahogany or other wood, the pro- 

duct of America or the Weſt Indies; any wood for dyers uſe 

imported from any place, except ſpeckle wood of the growth of 

Africa; any whale fins, train oil or blubber, the produce of 

whales taken or caught in any part of the ocean by and im- 
poried in anv ſhip or veſſel belonging to any of his Majeſty's 

- + tubje&s.in;this kingdom, Great Britain, Guernſey, Jerſey or 

the Ile of Man; any raw or undreſſed goat ſkins imported in 

Britiſh or Iriſh ſhips navigated according to Jaw from any port 

or place whatever; any raw or undreſſed ſeal ſkins taken by 

the crews, of veſſels belonging to and fitted out from this king- 

dom, Great Britain, Jerſey, Guernſey or the Ifle of Man, 

whereof the captain or maſter and three-fourths of the mari- 

neis at the leaſt are his Majeſty's ſubjects, or by perſons. em- 

ployed by the maſter or owner of ſuch veſſels, any raw ſilk of 

the growth or culture of America; any pig or bar iron made 

in America, and imported from thence, or from Great Britain; 

aan ſago powder, or vermicelli imported from America or Great 
Britain, being the produce of America z any raw or undreſſed 

hides of ſteers, cos or other cattle whatſoever, except of horſes, 

mares or geldings imported from America or from Great- 

Britain, being the produce of America; or any undreſſed hemp 

or flax, being the produce of Great Britain, and imported from 
thence; or any undteſſed. hemp or flax from any place what- 

ſoe ver; any law, ſtatute or uſage to the contrary notwithſtand- 
„ | | 8 

Den en 8 hat all goods, wares and merchandizes imported from the 
goods, wares Eritiſh ſettlements on the coalt of Africa thall pay the ſame and 
and mer= no other duties as the like goods imported from the Britiſh plan- 
chandizes - tations in America ſhall be ſubjeR to, except where it is other- 
imported wiſe particularly provided, and that a like amount of duty be 


erf Africa: raven back on their exportation trom this kingdom. 
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That from and after the 25th of March, 178), all duties Drawbackon 
whatſoever paid on the importation of any callicoes or muſlins the pw ger 
ſhall be fully drawn back and repaid on due exportation to any e or um 
Britiſh ſettlement on the coaſt of Africa or America, or the fins. 
Briciſh Weſt Indies, ſave only and except three-pence farthing 
each piece, and alſo except as hercin after mentioned, that is to 
ſay, if ſuch callicoes be white callicoes, and exported to the 
Britiſh ſetclements on the coaſt of Africa, ſo much of the ſaid 
duties paid on the importation thereof as ſhall amount to zl. 

115. 10d. 28 Fr for every tool. value thereof as the ſame ſhall 
have been (old by the candle at the Eaſt India Company's ſales, 
and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs value, over and 
above the ſaid 35d. for each piece; and if ſuch muſlins be 
white muſlins, and exported as aforeſaid, the ſum of 1. 88. 
6d. 7+ Fr for every 4#00l. in value thereof, over and above the 
ſaid 32d. for each piece; and if ſuch white callicoes or muſ- 
lins be exported to America or the Britiſh Weſt Indies, the ſum 
of Gl. 118. 5d. 28 Fr for every 100l. value thereof, over and 
above the ſaid 35d. for each piece; and if the ſaid callicoes or 
muſlins ſhall be printed, tained or dyed in this kingdom or 
Great Britain, and exported to ſaid ſettlements on the coaſt of 
Africa, the ſum of 11. 8s. 6d. 25 Fr for every 100l, value there- 
of, over and above the ſaid 34d, for each piece; and if ſuch 
laſt- mentioned callicoes or mutlins be exported to America or 
the Britiſh Weſt Indies, the ſum of 61. 118. 5d. 42 Fr for every 
icol. value thereof, over and above the ſaid 35d. for each 
piece; and if ſuch callicoes have been printed, dyed, painted 
or ſtained in Perſia, China or the Eaſt Indies, and exported to 
aid ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, or to America or the 
Britiſh Weſt Indies, the ſum of 41. 5s. 11d. 23 12 for every 
iool. value thereof, if fold at the Eaſt India Company's ſales, 
over and above the ſaid 35d, for each piece; and if at any 
other public legal fales, the ſum of 51. 8s. 4d. for every 
tool. value thereof, over and above the ſaid 34d. for each 
piece... ä 

That an additional duty of zd. per pound weight be laid on Duty on cof- 
all colfee which ſhall be imported into this kingdom from the bee. | 
25th day of March, 1987, to the 25th day of March, 1788. = 

That a further additional duty be laid on all coffee which Additional 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, dat) on cor. 
after the rate of 11. 158. 3d. for every one hundred weight 
thereof, and ſo in proportion. for any greater or leſs quantity. 

That an additional duty of 20s. be laid on every coach, anon. 
chariot, berlin, calaſh or chaiſe with four wheels, which any duty on ca- 
perſon ſhall keep in his or her poſſeſſion, except cabriolets, riages. 
garden chairs, hackney or ſtage carriages, and carriages kept 
»y coach-makers for ſale, being in number not more than one; 
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and 405. for every coach, chariot, berlin, calaſh or chaiſe with 
four wheels, which any perton ſhall keep exceeding'that num- 
ber, except as aforeſaid z and alſo an additional duty of 1os, 
on all chaiſes with two wheels which an perſon thall keep in 
his or her poſſeſſion, except hackney chaites, and chaiſes kept 
by the makers for ſale, at any time berween the 25th day of 
oo 1787, and the 25th day of March, 1788, inclu- 
ive. | 43-21 
Farther ad- That a further additional duty of 408. be laid on every 
dit ona duiy coach, chariot, berlin, calaſh or chaiſe with four wheels, which 
n CEF.EC. any perion ſhall keep in his or her poſſeſſion, except cabtiolets 
: or garden chairs, hackney or ſtage curiages, and carriayes kept 
by coach makers for ſale, at any time between the 25th day 
of March, 1787, and the 25th day of March, 1788. 
Tax on That towards raiſing the fupply granted to his Majeſty, a 
kawkers and tax be laid on all travelling tinkers, tmiths, caſters of iron and 
Nala. metal, and on all perſons hawking about tea or coffee, trees, 
ſſmrubs or plants, for ſale; and on all perſons who ſhall ſell or 
ex poſe to ſale in any ſtall, ſtand, ſhed, booth, bulk or other 
place, not being a part of or in his dwelling- Hhouſe, any new 
or old books, maps, prints, charts, pamphlets or drawings: 
and on every perſon who ſball ſel] or ex poſe to ſale any glaſs 
bottles, not being the maker or importer thereof, or not ſelling 
wine, ſpirits, beer or ale; and alto on all hawkers, pedlars, 
peity chapmen, or any other trading perſons going from town 
to town or to other men's houſcs, and travelling either on foot or 
with horie, or other wiſe carrying to fell or expoſing to ſale any 
goods, wares or merchandizes, except ſuch perſons as ſhall deal 
only in felling ads of parliament, forms of prayer, proclama- 
tions, gazettes, newipapers or almaaacks, or fifth, fruit or vic- 
tuals, or the real workers or makers of any goods or wates 
within this kingdom, who ſhall deal only in ſelling ſuch 
goods and wares : excepting allo coopers, glaziers and ha: neſs- 
makers. | | 1 
Taxon That the ſaid tax laid upon all hawkers, pedlars, petty 
ny wo r chapmen, and other trading perſons as aforeſaid, be 408. on 
telling _ every ſuch hawker, pedlar, pettty chapman or other perſon ; 
hories, and alto that the further ſum of 408. be laid on every hawker, 
a pedlar, petty chapman and other trading perſon as aforeſaid, 
v travelling with a liorſe, aſs, mule or other beaſt bearing cr 
drawing vurthen, for each horſe, als, mule or other beaſt bear- 
ing or drawing burthen he or ſhe ſhall fo travel with, over and 
above the laid firſt mentioned tax of 408. from the 25th day 
of March, 1787, to the 25th day of March, 1788, inclu- 
ſive, 
Duty on ma. IT bat a duty of 208. be paid by every perſon manufacturing 
e ere candles for ſale in this kingdom at any time duting the time 
tandles. aforeſaid. | . 


„ i... en a: 
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T bat a duty of 208. be paid by every perſon ſelling or ma- Duty ona» 
nufacturing paper hangings for (ale in this kingdom at any time ene ers 


during the time aforeſaid, e 
That a duty ef 208. be paid by every perſon manufacturing Da — 


ſoap for ſale in this kingdom at any time during the time afore- nufacturers 
ſaid. of Pap. 
That e, ſelling tea or groceries at any time, du- Duty on 
ring the time aforeſaid, in any town corporate in this kingdom, groeers. 
ſhall pay a duty of 20s. and in any other part of this kingdom 
a duty of 10s. : | „ T0 
That a duty of 208. be paid by every perſon ſelling or mak- Duty on 
ing any gold or filver plate for ſale in this kingdom at any time goldtmithe, 
during the time aforeſaid. | | | | ; 
That a duty of 208. be paid by every perſon who ſhall keep Daty ontan- 
a tan-yard or tan-Pit, or tan leather for ſale in this kingdom, at ners. 
any time during the time aforeſaid. VC OG 
That towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a Duty on re- 
duty of 40s. be paid by every factor or perſon felling home- tailers of 
made ſpirits in this kingdom, and not being a diſtiller, or li- ſpirits. 
cenſed as a retailler, at any time between the 25th day of 
March, 1787, and the 25th day of March, 1788,  iaclu- 


ſire. . 


And the queſtion being put, that the Houſe do agree with 
2 committee in the ſaid teſolutions, it was carried in the af- 
m | 


It was ordered that leave be given to bring in one or more 
bill or bills purſuanc to the ſaid; reſolutions; and that the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, the. Prime Serjeant, the Attorney- 
General, the Solicitor General, Mr. Maſon, Mr. Serjeant Fitz- 
gerald and Mr. George Ponſonby do prepare and bring in the 
lame. | 
The CaancreLLok of Tue Excygques preſented to the The Chan. 
Houſe, according to order, . 4 — — 


A bill for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, Preſent bill 


| ſeveral] duties therein mentioned, to be levied by the commiſſi- wm 


oners for managing the ſtamp duties. | | petal 
A bill for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſueceſſots, 


_ Certain duties and rates upon the portage and conveyance of all 


letters and packets within this kingdom, and for other purpoſes 
therein mentioned. SEP 1 „„ 

A bill for regulating the ſugar trade, and for granting to 
his Ay his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein men- 


[ 
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A bill for granting certain duties upon licenſes to be taken 
out by the ſeveral perſons therein mentioned. | 


A bill for granting unto his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 


certain duties upon Carriages. 


A bill for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
the ſeveral duties therein mentioned upon coffee. | 


A bill for granting to his Majeſty the ſeveral aids, duties, 
rates, impoſitions and taxes therein particularly exprefſed, to 
be applied to the payment of the intereſt of the ſums therein 
provided for, and towards the diſcharge of the ſaid principal 
ſums in ſuch manner as therein is directed, and for ſuch other 
purpoſes as are therein mentioned. 


A bill for granting unto his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 


an additional duty on wines, hides, beer, ale, and other 


Mr. Corry. 


Mr. Beres- 
ford. 


goods and metchandizes therein mentioned, and for prohihit- 
ing the importation of all gold and filver lace, and of all cam- 
bricks and lawns, and of glaſs except of the manufacture of Great 
Britain and France, and the French dominions in Europe, and 
of all haps except of the growth of Great Britain and the Bri- 
tiſh plantations, | 


= Which were received and read the firſt tune, 


— — 


SATURDAY, Tenge KY 10, 1787. 


| Mr. Conny moved tbar de proper officer do lay before 
the Houſe an account of alf kobacco imported from the 25th 
of March, 7 So, to the 25th of December, 1786. 


Mr. BearsrorD ſaid that he believed it would be a mat - 
ter of ſome difficulty to procure the account required, for the 
reaſons he would offer. He faid that in the year 1780, an 
act had paſſed impowering the commiſſioners of the revenue 
to conſtitute an officet to be inſpectot of the tobacco imports, 
that at the time the act had paſſed the trade was very inconſi- 
derable, as it was then the height of the laſt war; for this 
reaſon the commiſſioners did not think themſelves juſtifiable 
in impoſing an unneceſſary officer on the public at ſome ex- 
pence ; they had therefore delayed the appointment until ſome 


time in the year 1784. He had, he ſaid, himſelf endea- 


voured to make out the account required, and had for ſeven 
months paſt done all that man could do to forward it ; he 
offered theſe reaſons as an excuſe, if the account ſhould not 
1 as perfect as the honourable gentleman ſhould 
with. -> 

\ 
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Mr. Cox xv returned thanks to the right honourable gentle- Mr. Corty. 


man, for his ready condeſcenſion; but, in his opinion, if the 
ſecretary at the revenue board was ordered to write to the 
different collectors to make returns of the quantity of tobacco 
imported and exported, the neceſſary information might be 


had. The ground for making the preſent motion, was, that. 


when he was in poſſeſſion of the information looked for, he 
ſhould propoſe . a meaſure for regulating the tobacco trade, 
which in his opinion, would prevent ſmuggling, be highly 
advantageous to the fair trad.r, and inſtead of diminiſhing, 
would rather tend to an increaſe of the revenue; and he hoped 
(hat a meaſure which had theſe objects in view, would be 
chearfully adopted by thoſe who were concerned in the ma- 


nagement of his Majeſty's duties. 


Mr. Ke AAN faid that though he was ver unwilling to Mr. Kears 


take up the time of the Houſe with a ſabject of ſo little con- ney. 


ſequence, as any thing which related to himſelf muſt be to 
the Houſe or the public, yet as there had been a pretty gene- 
ral cenſure caſt on the magiſtrates of the county of Cork, for 
their ſupineneſs; in not having put a ſtop to the ſhocking 
outrages which had prevailed there ſo long; and as he was 


not conſcious to himſelf of a neglect of his duty on that occa- 


ſion, he hoped: for the indulgence of the Houſe, whilſt he 


endeavoured to exculpate himſelf from his ſhare of the cen- 


ſure :—He ſaid that white-boys were not known in his part of 


the country until within theſe few months; that from the 


general character of the common people of that country, who 
were very honeſt, induſtrigys,” and quiet, he little thought 
that they would ever be charged with being diſturbers of the 
public peace. That it was Went the latter end of laſt ſum- 
mer that he firſt heard of ſome white-boys having come from 
a neighbouring barony, where they had been for a long time 
committing horrid outtages, but which was ſeparated from his 
part of the country by the Bandon tiver; that their numbers 
were at firſt repreſented as very conſiderable, but that on a 
very minute enquiry he found that there were not at moſt 
above fourteen or fifteen z and I am convinced, ſaid he, that 
the numbers of thoſe infatuated people have been every where 
exaggerated very much. They Eos ſeveral to join them, and 
diſperſed notices, threatening Captain Right's utmoſt ven- 


geance againſt any - perſon who ſhould give above a certain 


fum for his different duties. I loſt no time in endeavouring 


to find out who were the perſons that ſet this on foot, but did 


not ſucceed. The latter end of OQober- ſome of the moſt 
deſperate of the white-boys in the adjoining barony croſſed 
Tie K 2 | 
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the river, and perſuaded ſeveral of the common people to 
join them in frightening the peaceable inhabitants, and levy - 
ing money under pretence of buying powder and ſhot, but 
they laid out molt of it in buying liquor. The morning after 
„this happened I went out myſelf to ſearch their houſes for 
arms, but found none, though I had reaſon to think that they 
had two or three piſtols, and as many ruſty firelocks, fome 
of which have been, to my knowledge, returned to the per- 
ions from whom they got them; fince that I have had ſeveral 
perſons charged. with theſe outrages apprehended and com- 
witted ; and ſome of the money has been returned; from that 
time that country has been quiet. I mentioned that I was ſatiſ- 
tied that the numbers and power of thoſe nocturnal bandit:ti 
was much magnified—for fear always makes us ſee mnch 
greater danger than there really is, beſides it is the policy 
_ of thoſe wretches to repreſent their number and ſtrength much 
greater than they really are, in order to terrify people more; 
and ſome of them to have a better excuſe for complying with 
the very illegal mandates of Captain Right. g 6 
Nou, Sir, I cannot fee what poſſible good purpoſe it can 
anſwer to have the exaggerated accounts of the numbers and 
Lirength of theſe ſavage ruffians appear in our public prints, 
which circulate: through other countrics z but the very bad 
conſeguences which it will be attended with, are very obvious, 
particularly as they are emphatically called the popiſh armed 
peaſantry of Munfter. - Let us aſk. any man of common ſenſe, 
in what light this will appear to a foreigner ? It is impoſſible it 
ſhould in any other than that they have taken up arms, pro aris, 
for their religion, which nothing on earth is further from their 
thoughts z of which I. could giꝰ e many ;ſtrong inſtances in the 
county of Cork z but il will mention one which I heard a day 
or two ago on the road bere, at Cahir:—Having inquired of 
the man who keeps the inn there, whether there were any 
diſturbances in that neighbourhood ? His anſwer was, that 
there were none except in the neighbouring pariſh, the lower 
claſs of the peaſants ſhut up the chapel. every Sunday, and 
- would: not permit the prieft to ſay prayers”. Will any foreign 
- merchant, except he is mad, lay out his money in a country 
; where, it he believes What he fees in their papers, there is a 
probability of a religious civil war; and if he has any funds 
_ there, will not he draw them out as ſoon as he can? Now, Sir, 
hat effect muſt ſuch a ſuggeſtion have on us if we credit it; 
that we ſhall, ance more become a diſtracted, divided people, 
and that Ireland will become again the ſame inſignificant, con- 
deinptible nation, in the eyes of all Kurope, Which ſhe was 
but a few years ago; for the ſame means which were neceſ- 
tary for the eftab:iſhirent of our conſtitution, are equally ſo 
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for the preſervation of. it; and nothing can be more ridiculous 
than to hear men talk of their regard for that conſtitution 
which they are taking the moſt effectual ſteps to deſtroy: 
But I ſuppoſe they mean that mock conſtitution which we had 
before Ireland became an independent nation. 


Mr. Ma$0N reported from the committee of the who'e Houſe, Mr. Man, 
appointed to confider further of Ways and Means for raiſing 
the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the following reſolutions : 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 


That bounties ought to be given on plain Iriſh linens, and Bouoties n 
on all Iriſh linens and Iriſh callicoes, and cotton mixed with Iii ſh linens 
linen, printed, painted, ſtained or dy ed in this kingdom, being _— 
of the breadth of twenty-five inches or mure, and exceeding, 
when plain and unpainted, unſtained, unprinted or undyed, 
the value of 18. d. per yard; and alſo on Iriſh diapers and 
huckabacks, ſheetings and other linens above yard wide, and 
not exceeding is. 75d. the ſquare yard in value, which ſhall 
be exported from this kingdom to Africa, America, the Weſt 
Indies, Spain, Portugal, Gibraltar or Minorca, -between the 
25th day of March, 1787, and the 25th day of March, 1788, 
incluſive, after the rates following; that is to ſay, a bounty of 
2d. per yard for all under the value as aforeſaid of 5d. per 

yard; and a bounty of 1d. per yard for all of the yalue of 5d. 
and under 6d. the yard; and a bounty of 12d. per yard for 
all of the value of 6d. and under the value of is. 5d. the 
yard; and a bounty of 2 d. per yard for all chequed and ſtriped 
linen not exceeding is. 75d. nor under 7d. per yard in value; 
and a bounty of 15d..for every ſquare yard of diapers, huck- 
abacks, ſheetings and other linens upwards of a yard in breadth, 
not exceeding 15. 73d. the ſquare yard in value; and a bounty 
of 67d. for every three ells of Iriſh made fail-cloth or canvas 
bt for or made into fails, which ſhall be exported by way of 
merchandize to any place except Great Britain, France, or the 
French dominions in Europe, during the time aforeſaid, and 
ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantities; the value of 
all ſuch linen, if painted, ſtained, ſtamped or dyed, or of 
ſuch callicoes and cottons mixed with linen, whereupon they 
are to be reſpectively intitled to the bounties aforeſaid, to be 
deemed their value when in a plain ſtate, and excluſive of ſuch 
painting, ſtaining, ſtamping or dying. 1 5 
| That in order to encourage the growth of flax-ſeed in this Bountice on 
| kingdom it will be expedient to diſcontinue all bounties on the fax-ſeed, 
import of foreign ſeed, and to give bounties to encourage the 
cultivation of it at home. —  _ ; 
That there be raiſed, levied, collected and paid to his Additional 
majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, during the time aforeſaid, an — gs 


a 
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duties pay--; additional impoſt or duty after the rate of 51. per centum on 


able on cer- 
tain articles, 


the produce or amount of the duties payable on all teas and 
wines imported, and on the amount of the cuſtoms inwards, 


import exciſe, additional and other duties, which ſhall be due 
and payable to his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, during the 
time aforefaid, and which ſhall be collected in this kingdom for 


and upon any goods and merchandizes imported into the ſame, 


except tobaccoes, hops and ſugars, and the ſeveral goods or 


merchandizes of the product and manufacture of the Britiſh 


colonies in America or the Weſt Indies, or the Britiſh ſettle- 


ments on the coaſt of Africa, whereon any duties are im- 
poſed cr altered this ſeſſion of parliament; and alſo except 


the following articles, being of the growth, produce or manu- 


facture of France, or the French dominions in Europe, viz. 


Wines, beer, hardware, cutlery, cabinet ware and turnery, 


etition of 
illiam 

' Wadiworth 
ofCelbridge, 
wood hat 
manufact ur- 
TE: * : 


manufaQures of iron, fteel, copper and brafs, cottons, wool- 
lens knit and wove, hoſiery, cambricks and lawns, linens made 
of flax or hemp, ſadlery, gauzes, millinery made of muſlin, 
lawn, cambrick or gauze, porcelain, earthen ware, pottery, 

glaſs and glaſs ware. | 


And the queſtion being put, that the Houſe do agree with 
the committee in. the ſaid reſolutions, it was carried in the al- 
firmative. | : | 


It was ordered, that leave be given to bring in one or more 
bill or bills purſuant to the faid reſolutions. _ 


A petition of William Wadſworth, of Celbridge, wood 
hat manufacturer, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſet- 
ing forth, that the petitioner in the year 779 ſet up a manu- 
facture of wood hats in the town of Celbridge and county of 
Kildare, and was the firſt perſon who ever attempted ſuch a 
manufaQure in Ireland, which when in its infancy was, on 
account of its merit, patronized by perſons cf the firſt diſtinc- 
tion in this kingdom; that the petitioner has had application 
made to him from ſeveral Iriſh merchants, and likewife from 


foreign ones, to ſopply them with hats of different ſpecies to 


a very conſiderable amount, and petitioner verily believes that 
if he had been enabled to extend his manuſacture fo as to have 
had a' ſufficient ſupply, he could readily have diſpoſed of a 
great quantity more than he was able to manufacture; that the 
petitioner underſtands the importation of foreign chip hats has 


greatly decreafed, owing to the ſuperior excellence of his hats, 


which are at preſent in univerſal eſtimation, by which means 


conſiderable ſums of money are ſaved to this kingdom; that 


the petitioner has greatly improved already in faid manufacture, 


and if enabled by the Rouſe to extend the ſame, by purchaſing 


more materials and employing more hands, he has no doubt by 
the excellence of his work, and by being able to ſupply the large 
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demands on him for the ſame, the importatior of foreign chip 
hats would almoſt totally ceaſe; that the petitioner was preclud- 
ed from receiving any part of the hounty granted by the Houſe 
in the three laſt ſeſſions of parliament, as there was no mention 
of the manufacture of wood or chip hats in the ad enabling the 
7 to diſtribute the bounties; and therefore praying 
relief. 5 Kats 


A petition of the ſovereign, burgeſſes and commonalty of Petition of 
the borough of Belfaſt, under their common ſeal, was pre- the ſove- 
ſented to the Houſe and read; ſfting forth, that by the laws _ a 

now in force the chief magiſtrate of every ſea- port, city or — the bon 

town, Where a market for grain is held, is obliged, under a rough of 
penalty of 2ol. for every neglect, to return to the collector of Beltaſt. 
ſuch port, on every market day or the day following, a true 
account of the average prices of all kinds of grain on each 

market day, and the medium of the ſame for the three laſt 

market days, in order to regulate the export, and the bounty 

thereon z that in many ſuch ports, and in this town among the 

reſt, it is impoſſible for the chief magiſtrate to comply with 

the law, as very little of the grain ſold is brought to the open 

market, or weighed at the crane under the inſpection of ſuch 
magiſtrate, almoſt the whole being weighed at other crancs, 
and fictitious prices given in to the clerk of the market of the 
little that is weighed at the market crane, by a colluſion be- 
tween the buyers and ſellers, in order to prevent the intention 
ol the legiſlacure from taking effect, whereby the export bounty 
is often procured on grain and meal at times when, if the true 
prices were returned, ſuch grain and meal could not be legally 
exported, to the no ſmall injury-of the revenue, as well as of * 
the manufacturing and labouring poor; that the petitioners 
humbly conceive that if in every ſea-port, city or town, all 
grain and oatmeal, when firſt brought or delivered therein (ex- 
cepting cargoes imported by ſea, and barley bought by mal- 
ſters or brewers for making into malt) were under certain pe- 
nalties to be weighed at the crane of the chief magiſtrate and 
no where elſe z and if the ſellers were under certain penalties 
obliged to give in to the clerk of the market, at the time of 
weighing, the true prices, together with their real names and 
Places of abode, thoſe evils would be thereby remedied, and 
every ſuch magiſtrate be enabled to comply with the intention 
of the legiſlature in. making true returns, whereby the export 
and export bounties on grain and meal would be regulated in 
the manner intended by law; that the pctitioners humbly te- 
preſent that in this and other ſea- ports, great inconvenience 
and much damage ariſe to the inhabitants, as well as to ſtraa- 
pu reſorting thereunto, from the want of proper regulations 
or cars and carts plying for hire ; from the want of proper 
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vegulations for coal meaſurers and coal porters, and for pre- 
t enting the exceſſive price of coals ſold in ſmall quantities to 
fhe poor; from the want of proper regulations in the market 
or bread, fleſh meat, and other articles; and from the want 
of proper regulations for cleaning the fireets, and keeping 
them free from dung, rubbiſh, filth and other obſtructions, 
and for preventing ſwine from going at large therein; that the 
petitioners humbly conceive that if ſuch of the laws enafted 

for the cities of Dublin and Cork as relate to theſe matters 
were extended to all ſea-ports, with ſuch proper modifications 

as might be ſuitable to the circumſtances of all, great benefit 
and advantage might accrue therefrom; and the petitioners 
humbly repreſent, that as the trade, commerce and population 
of the fea-ports in this kingdom ſhall encreaſe, fo will the 
evils at preſent felt, from the cauſes herein enumerated, en- 
creaſe alſo, if not ſeaſonably prevented; and therefore pray- 
ing rehef 


The Chan- The Cuanceiior of THE ExCHEQUER preſented to 
cellot of the the Houſe, according to order, | 


—— A bill to promote the linen and hempen manufaQures, by 
encreaſing the ſupply of Iriſh flax ſeed, and encouraging the 
export of linens and fail cloth, and for granting to his Majeſty, 

\. his heirs and ſucceffors, the duties therein mentioned, 7 


A bill for licenſing hawkers and pedlars, petty chapmen and 
other perſons. | 


Which were received and read the firſt time. 


© Petition of A petition of the mayor, bailiffs, burgeſſes and freemen of 
ae meyer» the corporation of Wexford, under their common ſeal, was 
bailiffs, &. A ; wh | 2 
of the cor. Preſented ta the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that in that 
— — of and other ſea - ports great inconvenience and much damage ariſes 
extord. to the inhabitants, as well as to ſtrangers reſorting thereunto, 
; | from the want of proper regulations for coal meaſures and coal 
porters, from the want of proper regulations for cars and carts 
plying for hire, and for preventing the exceſſive price of coals 
ſold in ſmall quantities to the poor; from the want of proper 
regulations in the market for bread, fleſh meat and other arti- 
cles, and from the want of proper regulations for cleaning the 
ſtfreets, and keeping them free from dung, rubbiſh, filth, and 
other obſtructions, and for prevevting ſwine from going at large 
R | therein; that the petitioners hymbly conceive that if. ſuch of 
the laws enacted for the cities of Dublin and Cork as relate to 
theſe matters were extended to all ſea-ports, with ſuch proper 
modifications az might be fuitable to the circumſtances of all, 
1 benefit and ad vantage might accrue thercfrom.z and there- 
fore repreſenting that as the trade, commerce and population 


„ r 


of the ſea- ports in the kingdom ſhall increaſe, fo will the evils 
at preſent felt, from the cauſes therein enumerated, increaſe 


alſo, if not ſeaſonably prevented. 


A petition of the mayor, bailiffs, burgeſſes and freemen of Petition of 


| the corporation of Wexford, under their common, ſeal, was th 
preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that by the 


laws now in force the chief magiſtrate of every ſea-port, City poration of 
or town where a market for. grain is held, is obliged, under a Wexford. 


penalty of 20l. tor every negleR, to return to the collector of 
ſuch port, on every market day or the day following, a true 
account of the average price of all kinds of grain on each 
market day, and the medium. of the ſame for the three lat 
market days, in order to regulate the export and bounty there- . 
on; that in many ſuch ports, and in the ſaid town among the 
reſt, it is impoſſible for the chief magiſtrate to comply with the 
law, as very little of the grain fold 1s brought to the open 
market or weighed at the crane under the inſpection of {ſuch 
magiſtrate, almoſt the whole being weighed at other cranes, 
and fictitious prices given in to the clerk of the market of the 
little that is weighed at the market crane, by a colluſion be- 
tween the buyers and ſellers, in order to prevent the intention 
of the legiſlature from taking effect, whereby the export bounty 
is often procured on grain and meal at times when if the true 
prices were returned, ſuch grain and meal could not be legally 
exported, to the no ſmall injury of the revenue, as well as to 
the manufaQuuring and labouring poor; that the petitioners 
humbly conceive that if in every ſea- port, city or town, all 
grain and meal, when firſt brought or delivered therein, were 
under Certain penalties to be weighed at the crane of the chief 
magiſtrate and no where elſe, and if the ſellers were under 
certain penalties obliged to give in to the clerk of the market, 
at the time of . , the true prices, together with their 
real names and places of abode, thoſe evils would be thereby 
remedied, and every ſuch magiſtrate be enabled to comply 
with the intention of the legiſlature, in making true returns, 
whereby the export and export bounty on grain and meal 
would be regulated in the manner intended by law; and chere- 
e Wa. 7 5TH Pore or gd 
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 Monpar, Fesruary 12, 1787. 


A petition of the woollen manufacturers of the city of Cork, Petition of 
whole names ate thereunto ſubſcribed; was preſented to the the woollen 
Houſe and read ; ſetting forth, that the bounties granted by 
the Houſe have been of che greateſt utility to the woollen 
trade of the faid city, by enabling petitioners to ſell for 


g 
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ſmall profit, have greatly increaſed the demand for their ma- 
nufactures, excited a ſpitit of emulation and induſtry, and 
encouraged them to extend their trade far beyond its uſual 
limits, to the great benefit and advantage of the labouring 
part of the community, and an annual ſaving to the Kingdom; 
petitioners beg leave humbly to repreſent to the Houſe the 
great difficulty they at preſent labour under, owing to the 
very high price of the raw material, being much higher than 
ever has been known in this kingdom, and which, if not 
aſſiſted by the Houſe, will, they fear, by enhancing the price 
of their manufactures, greatly retard the riſing induſtry thut 
has lately appeared among them, and deprive many poor 
tradeſmen of the means of ſupporting their families; peti- 
tioners alſo beg leave to mention to the Houſe the great care 
they have taken to prevent a mi application of the late boun- 
ty, by appointing a number of manufacturers to inveſtigate 
the claims, which they are fully convinced has been produc- 
tive of the moſt ſalutary effect; and therefore praying the 
Houſe to continue the bounty. | 


The Chan- The CuANcEHILON or THE Excntquer preſented to 

cellor of the the Houſe, according to order, a bill for the advancement of 

Exchequer. trade, and for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſ- 
ſors, the ſeveral duties therein mentioned; which was te- 
ceived and read the firſt time, HO 


Mr. Maſon. Mr. Maso reported from the committee of ways and means, 
the following reſolutions: ; 


: | Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 


Duty on That from the 25th day of March, 1787, to the 25th day of 
malt, made March, 1788, a duty be laid upon all malt made in this king- 
* dom, after the rate of 28. 6d. for each barrel, and fo in pro- 
gdom. ; . Y” 
portion for any greater or leſs quantity. 1 2 
Duty on That an additional duty be laid upon all malt imported into 
malt im- this kingdom between the 25th day of March, 178), and tbe 
ported. 25th day of March, 1788, after the rate of 2s, 6d. by the 
barrel, and ſo in praportion for any greater or leſs quantity. 
Duty on That a duty of 1d. be paid for every ſkin or picce of vel- 
vellum, &c. jum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall 
be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any inſtru- 
ment intitling any perſon or perſons exporting any goods, 
wares or merchandizes, to any drawback or bounty on ex port- 
ing the tame. : 8 
3 That'a duty of 1d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vel- 
vellum, &c. lum or parchment, or piece or ſheet, of paper, on which ſhall 
be engtoſſed ot written, during the time aforeſaid, any licenſe 
for retailing wine, beer, ale, ſpitits or cider. 
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And the queſtion being put, that the Houſe do agree with 
the committeein of the ſaid reſolutions, it was carried in the 
affirmative. S 


It was ordered, that leave be given to being in one or 
more bill or bills purſuant to the firſt and ſecond of the ſaid 
reſolutions, ; 


The CuancerLor or THe Excurquer preſented to The Chan- 
the Houſe, according to order, a bill for granting to his Ma- ccllor of the 
jeſty, his heirs and-ucceſſors, certain duties upon malt; which Exchequer. 
was received and read the firſt time. | FE, 


Mr. STEwarT deſired to know when it was the inten- Mr.Stewart. 
tion of miniſters. to enter upon the diſcuſſion of the French 
commercial treaty ——he ſeemed to think them ſomewhat 
tardy. ; 

Mr. Oxne ſaid he was extremely glad to ſee the honour- M. g,Q. 
ble gentleman expreſs impatience for entering on this import- 
ant ſubjeq, which he aſſured him he would uſe the utmoſt 
dilizence to bring as ſoon as poſſible before the Houſe. 


Mr. Corry defired to know whether the papers relative to Mr. Corry. 
the quantity of tobacco imported, bonded, or exported, by 
him moved for on Saturday, had been yet returned to the 
Houſe, 5 | 7 

Mr, BexesrorD ſaid that the order had not been two Ir. Beress 
hours ſerved upon the proper officer, and to comply exactly ford. 
with the terms thereof wonld coſt him at leaſt two months 
labour, merely to aſſort the papers demanded, which might 
then be brought down, for the peruſal of the Houſe, in a 
Z. 8 | 
Mr. Cox x faid he was willing to-remit as much as poſſi- Mr. Corrs 
ble the part of the papers ſtated to be ſo laborious to the 
officer, but he wondered the right honourable gentleman, 
whoſe principle he was ſure it was not to refuſe information, 
did not at the time he made the motion offer the objection. 


Mr. BEAEKSToRD.—I did. ET | Mr. Beres- 


Mr, Cox x x ſaid it could only ariſe from his being ignorant _ 
Py 8 . * * . 7. Corry, 

of the circumſtances now. mentioned, and if he was ignorant 
of them, there could be no blame to himfelf for being ſo 
too. F - . #4 | $ b 1 7 ü . 2 £6 - 42 * : 

Mr. BzaesrorD ſaid that it muſt be within the remem- Nr. perer. 
brance of the committee, that he made the ſame objeRions ford. 
«MN. 05:51, rr a. | 
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Mr.Hartley, Mr. HazxTLev faid he thought it incumbent on parlia- 
ment, while they were attentive to the revenue of the king- 
dom, to pay alſo ſome attention to the fair traders, who make 

the laws of the land the rule of their conduct, and whoſe 
induſtry ſo highly contributes to the benefit of the ſtate. At 
prefent, he was ſorry to ſay, the illicit trader had a manifeſt 
and decided advantage, as every one muſt know, who knows 
that the intrinſic or prime value of tobacco is but from two 
pence to two pence — per pound, while the duty is 
eight pence. This, he ſaid, muſt drive the fair trader out of 
the market, and that it was operating ſo, appeared from the laſt 
year's conſumption of tobacco, being about four thouſand hogſ- 
heads; whereas many years ago, upon a low duty, the con- 
ſumption was 5500 per annum. He recommended it to gen- 
tlemen to reflect whether by lowering the duty they might not 
raiſe the revenue? and he obſerved, that tbongh when the 
- preſent high duty. was laid on, there was a neceſſity for equa- 
lizing with England, as the tobacco was the produce of Bri- 
tiſh colonies, now the caſe was altered, the countries from 
whence that commodity is brought, had ceaſed to be Britiſh 
colonies, and had become foreign ſtates z therefore the Houſe 


might with propriety lower the duties ſo as equally to protect 


/ the revenue and the fair trader, 


Pair. Gorges Mr. Goxces LowTusa in the committee of ways and 
Lowther. means, propoſed to lay a tax upon the exportation of horned 
cattle alive, viz. | 


For every beaſt of three years old 20s. 

For every two years old - „„ 

And for every yearling = - - 108. 
: -- Mr. Joun WOL E oppoſed it. 


The Secre- The SrerETARY OF STATE ſaid he had been of opinion 
tary of State, that the practice of exporting live cattle was injurious to the 
country; however he now entertained ſome doubts; but, by 
the vote he intended to give, he defired that he night not be 
confidered as precluded from acting in conformity to the opi- 
mon he might form upon mature deliberation, particularly in 
ga a queſtion which concerned a great trading city, with which 
he was nearly connected. No petition, indeed, had come 
from that city to parliament upon the ſubject, though pains 
had been taken to alarm the people through the medium of 
news- papers; he was therefore warranted in ſuppoſing, that 
that city entertained no apprehenſion, and for the preſent he 
would give à negative to the motion. X 


The Cha- The Caanceiiox or Tue Excurquen ſaid that the 


cellor ot the exportation muſt be a benefit to rearing farms, and it did not 
Exchequcr. appear that any injury had been done to the trade that would 
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be the firſt to fuffer by it, if its effects were as bad as had 
been aſſerted in public. The exportation of the year laſt but 
one, was, 136,000 barrels of beef — laſt year it was 158,000 
barrels. | | 


ww, 
= 


The motian for laying the tax was rejected. 


Mr. Worre faid he took this opportunity of declaring, Mr; Wolie. 
that he would oppoſe any meaſure that might be introduced 
to prevent the killing of lambs. He mentioned his intention 
thus early, that the people concerned might not ſuppoſe any 
ſuch meaſure likely to ſucceed, or that parliament could 


paſs any law to prevent a buſineſs no way injurious to the 
country. 


Mr. Corry deſired to know from the right honourable Mr. Corry. 
gentleman, [Mr. Orde] whether any meaſure had been taken ; 
to put the canvas and fail cloth trade of this country upon a 
proper footing ? When the compat berween Great Britain 
and Ireland was made, by which Ireland was to have the full 
advantage of every branch of the linen trade, canvas and fail- 
cloth were included, notwithſtanding which England, in di- 
rect violation of that compact, had overturned: the canvas and 
ſail· cloth of Ireland, by ſending her own canvas and ſail-cloth 
hitherto upon a premium. 


Mr. Oxpe faid he knew of no meaſures taken upon the Mr. Orde. 
ſubject. 5 | | : 

Mr. Coane Atl the rizht honourable gentleman has Mr. Corry, 
not taken any meaſures on the ſubjeQ is, I own, matter of 


ſurprize to me—or does he intend to appear ignorant of the 
matter? If ſo, I mult bring it before the Houſe. | 


Mr. OxDde.—That is the only mode by which the honour- Mr. Orde. 

able gentleman can obtain the ſatisfaction he deſires; but as I | 
do not intend to appear ignorant, I muſt put the honourable 
gentleman in mind, that I have already laid the ſubject before 
the Houſe, combined with other matters highly beneficial to 
the nation 3 and as the Houſe did not think thoſe matters 
worth acceptance, I think it would be highly improper for me 
to revive and urge them again, except they ſhould be called for 


by the Houle, 


Mr. Corr v,—1 do not mean in the moſt diſtant manner to 
call again for a ſyſtem which has been reprobated by the 
nation; but how fir the rejection of the commercial propoſi- 
tions is to be a bar againſt our ever obtaining right, is worthy 
conſideration. Surely the right honourable gentleman will not 
ſay, that having offered to this country a ſyſtem big with 
ruin, which was rejected, he is therefore for ever excuſed from 
doing that right which is his duty. 


Mr. Corry. 


1535 
Mr. Orde 
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Mr. OxDz.—The honourable member and I differ ſo en- 
tirely upon the ſubject of the commercial treaty, that I ſhall 
not take any pains to convince him. But being called upon, 
Jam always ready to maintain, that it is paſt my comprehen- 
fion how a ſyſtem could be produced more replete with bene- 
fits to this country than that treaty was; and notwithſtand- 


ing what the honourable gentleman ſays of its having been 


teprobated, 1 am convinced, J am not * in my opi- 


nion; if 1 was, the nation muſt be mo y uninformed of 


| its intereſt ; but this Houſe was not ſuffered ro go into the 


Mr. Corry. 


dir. Maſon. 


merits of that ſyſtem, if it was, I know it would have been 
moſt compleatly ſatisfied. However, with every ſentiment 
for the advantage of the country, I do not think that I can 
now enter partially into that ſyſtem, or take it up by fingle 


aueſtions. 


Mr. Cox Rv. — The ſyſtem was juſtly and generally repro- 
bated, and now the right honourable gentleman ſays he can- 
not therefore enter upon the buſineſs of ſail-· cloth that is, l 
have offered to the country a ſyſtem replete with ruin, it was 
rejected; therefore I never will offer another. But | will tell 
the right honourable gentleman what he ought to do—he ought 
to retire—he ought not to remain tn place, and by ſo doing 
Poet a commercial ſettlement hetween Great Britain and 

reland. But his feelings are different from mine, and like 
bis great prototypes) though defeated, he till remains in 
en 2 | : 

Mr. Maso. —I never will fit ſtill and hear ſuch unjuſt and 
unfounded aſperſions caſt upon the ſyſtem which the right 
honourable gentleman laid before this Houſe —In tejecting it, 
we threw away advantages which we never will regain—ve 


threw away the means of making our country the moſt flou- 


r:ſbing in Europe—we threw away the benefit of the Engliſh 
market for our manufactures, the benefit of the Engliſh navi- 
gation laws for our trade. In a word, every benefit which 
England enjoys, and which we might have enjoyed in com- 
mon with her, but comparatively exempt from taxes; and fot 


what? for an idle punctilio, which we have ſince waved in 


cates of little moment. 
The honourable gentleman ſays, the nation reprobated the 


ſyſlem. I deſire to know how many of the people read the 


bill which the right honourable gentleman introduced ? Not 
one in five thouſand. How many underſtood it? Fewer ſtill. 
The ttuth is, their oppoſition roſe from net underſtanding it. 
A right honourable member, deſervedly high in confidence of 
the people, declared his opinion againſt it, and from that moment 
they refuled to liſten to reaſon, But I do not condemn the 


incluſive, there ſhall be paid down. in ready money net, with- 
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people, their conduct aroſe from the moſt virtuous principle, 
a regard to the independence of the nation; yet I never will fit 
filent and hear it ſaid, that the bill would have been injurious 
to the conſtitution or commerce of Ireland. 


TuzsDay, FEBRUARY 13, 1787, 


Mr. Masod reported from the committee of the whole Mr. Maſon. 
Houſe, appointed to conſider further of ways and means 
for raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the following 
reſolutions: Pen 5 


| Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 


That for and upon all tobacco which ſhall be imported into Duty on 
this kingdom between lady-day, 1787, and lady-day, 1788, — 4, 
out diſcount or allowance, the ſeveral duties following, that 
is to ſay, if the ſame be imported by any of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects a duty after the rate of 10d. for every pound weight 
thereof, but if the fame be imported by ſtrangers, then an 
additional duty after the rate of id. for every pound weight 
thereof; the ſaid duties to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all 
duties payable by virtue of any act or acts of parliament here- 
tofore made in this kingdom. 5 | | 

That a duty of ad. be laid for and upon every pound weight Duty on 
of tobacco which ſhall be made or manufactured in this king- gs 2 
dom during the time aforeſaid. Ra IM 8 
That an additional duty of gd. be laid upon every five Additional 
pounds weight of manufactured tobacco which ſhall be im- duty. 
ported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, to be fully 


drawn back upon due export thereof. 


| That a duty of 51. be laid on every table, ſpinning bench Duty on to- 
or wheel, and of 408. on every preſs made uſe of or which ſhall daccotables, 
be in the poſſeſſion of any perſon at any time during the time heels, &c. 


aforeſaid, for the purpole of ſpinning or making roll tobacco. Duty pay- 


That a duty of 408. be paid by every perſon manufactur- able by per- 
ing tobacco for ſale in this kingdom at any time during the {ons manu- 


time aforeſaid. — 


That towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty there Duty of 1s. 
be paid a duty of 18. on every entry inwards which ſhall be on every 
made in the port of Dublin between the 25th day of March, entry in- 
1787, and the 25th day of March, 1788, incluſive, except onde the 
poſt entries of coals, over and above all other duties or fees Dublin. 


Payable by any law or uſage for the ſame. | 
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And the queſtion being put, that the Houſe do agree with 
the committee in the ſaid reſolutions, it was carried in the 
affirmative. | i 6 | 


The Attor- The ArToxney Generat. preſented to the Houſe, ac- 

vey General» cording to order, a bill to prevent tumultuous riſings and 

aſſemblies, and for the more effectual puniſhment of per- 

ons guilty of outrage, riot and illegal combination, and of 

adminiſtering and taking unlawful oaths ; which was received 
and read the firſt time. 


Mc. Loog- I. La NGF 1ELD defired to know if the right honourable 
— gentleman had any other bills to propoſe on the ſubject ? 


The Attoj— The Ar TONY GENERAL replied that he had one, but 
neyGeneral: hyfineſs did not permit him to have it ready at that time. The 
- honourable gentleman might rely that it would be laid before 

the Houſe in ſufficient time—prior to the engroſſing this bill. 


Mr. Jen Mt. Joun Wor re, ſaid that though it might be the uſual 
Wolfe time to debate the principle of the bill on its ſecond reading, 
4 the yet he could not repreſs his feelings at the 8 moment. 
vent tünsel. He conceived ſeveral clauſes in this bill to be ſo hugely im- 
tuous ril- proper, ſo hoſtile to the liberties of the people, fo inimical to 
inge. every idea of freedom, that he could not ſilently hear them 
read, People that did not know the right honourable 
gentleman who brought in the bill as well as he did, 
would miſconceive things, and . ar. all the odiam of 
it to him, but he was ſyrgiyt was the deed of the preſent 
adminiſtration, who haGapiformly attacked the liberty of 
the ſubject. He felt Vignation rife at ſuch a ſyſtem of 
miſgovernment as that Which. had been juſt read; and he 
thought every man in the nation ſhould raiſe his voice—he had 
almoſt {aid wield his ſword againſt it to prevent its becoming 
a law. It was proper to allow time to the members of the 
| Houſe, to the country at large, to propoſe their opinions of 
it. No man more wiſhed for unior on the preſent buſineſs ; 
and he hoped that as no diviſion had taken place on the com- 
mencement of it, ſo none would through the whole of its 
 progrefs. But the meaſures propoſed for adoption would raife 
a flame in the kingdom, the extinguiſhing of which would be 
more difficult than adminiſtration were aware 9 of 
no! no! from che oppoſite fide of the Houſe.] . Gentlemen 
may cry no! no! but I fayaye! aye! The cry of no! no! 
" he uſual language from that fide of the Houſe, when any 
_ thing diſagreeble is mentioned; but it goes for nothing, If 
the preſent meaſute is carried, the proof will remain, and let 
adminiſtration be an{werable for the conſequences. | 
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Mr. OxDe.—T riſe to deſire the honourable gentleman wil] Mr. Ode. 

explain this intemperate exclamation ;z if he does not, I do 

declare that it appears to have a tendency to create the NM 

miſchiefs he ſeems to apprehend. | a 


Mr. SrEWART (of Killymoon) ſaid he wiſhed for lorger Mr. Stewart. 
time to conſider the bill, which he aſſerted required à great 
deal of delibetation. From whit he had heard, he conceived 
the beginning of the bill to be a tranſcript of the riot act which 
exiſted in England. The utmoſt caution was neceſſary in 
this reſpect, for the exertions of theſe laws would reſt with 
the magiſtrates.— The magiſtrates of the Southern parts of 
the kingdom had been univerſally reprobated, and would it be 
proper in the Houſe to intruſt the lives of their fellow-ſub- 
jects into the hands of ſuch men? The right honourable gen- 

- tlemen had himſelf cenſured them—would he deem it pru- 
dent to commit the lives of his fellow- creatures to men who 
had been ſo much the object of his cenſure ? 


The ATTorNEY GENERAL.—lIf the honourable gentle- The Attor- 
man who exclaitns ſo loudly againſt the bill, and who calls upon ney Geueral. 
the people to raiſe their voices and to wield their ſwords | 
againſt it, would take but the pains to read a bill ſo hugely 
improper, ſo ſubverſive of liberty, he would find that it 
Contains nothing that can | ne ſmalleſt juſt cauſe for appte- 
henſion. Within a very few days the outcty againſt govern- 
ment was, that they had not indicted the inſurgents capitally, 
as they might have done, foe levying war upan the king, 
but. for a miſdemeanor only 3 hill is now brought in conſo- 
nant to the opinion expretſe& by gentlemen, making felonies 
of thoſe crimes which heretofore were puniſhed as a miſde- 
meanor z immediately the honourable merabet calls upon 
the people to raiſe their voices and to wield their ſwords 
againſt it. 

It is curious to heat gentlemen expreſs ſo much apprehen- 
ſion at the name of a riot act. England has had a riot act ever 
ſince the reign of Edward the ſixth, yet the conſtitution of 
England has not been ſubverted z and ſurely no man will ſay 
that the laws of Ireland ſhould be leſs ſtrict than thoſe of England 
againſt riots. However, if any gentleman who is ſo ready to 
call upon the people to raiſe their voices and wield their ſwords 
againſt the bill I now propoſe will offer a better, 1 ſhall be ex- 
tremely obliged to him, and he ſhall have my aſſiſtance. 

But if he will not, give me leave to ſay, it would more be- 
come him to point out the defects of that now before the Houſe 
than to call upon the people to raiſe their voices and to wield 
their ſwords againſt law, Becauſe, if the people pay any 
regard to 5 friendly — Athy it will only induce the 
OL. "Ms ; 
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neceſſity of ſtronger laws ; therefore I call upon my honour-? 


able friend, if he has any better bill, to produce it—if not, 
that he will tefrzin from calling on the people to raiſe their 


voices and wield their {words againſt a neceilary and beneficial 
bill, which he totally miſapprehends. 6 


Nir Tonn Wort. — The ri ght honorable gentleman has ſaid, 


1 have called upon the people to raiſe their voices and to wield 
their ſwords againſt law. I never did. It has always been my 


ptinciple and my practice to enforce the laws. However, 
while the bill now before the Houſe is not a law, I fay it be- 


hoves every man to ræiſe his voice againſt and to uſe his beſt 


en 'cavaurs to prevent its ever becoming one. 
did certainly expreſs myſelf with a warmth which naturally 


 2role from hearing the bill read. It was then and is now my 


feeling. However, I do net pretend to ſay that if it thall be 
explained to my fatisfaQtion, I ſball think myſelf bound to con- 


tinue in the ſame fecling, 


Mr. Txexcn ſaid he believed the general intention of the 
bill neceſſary; but from motives of delicacy objected to one 


part [Ie ſuppeſe be meant levelling places of Remifh worſhip.) 


— He had attended particularly to the buſineſs on à former 


day, and appichended that the magiſtrates which had been 
charged with inattention muſt be ſome of thoſe of Munſter 


only, as it had been proved that in other places they had effec- 
tually done their duty. He ſeemed, however, to think that 


too many of the preſent wagiliFates, in every part of the king- 


dom, were unht to be truſte$ with the lives of their fellow 
"Citizens, and added, that if ins ſubſequent bill there was pro- 


viſion made for this purpoſe, he would move an addreſs to the 


Crown to ſuperſede the preſent general commiſſion of the peace, 


and to iſſue one under certain hmications, as an inftant remedy 


ek the people. 


=p a meaſute for the public good. Not having been in- 
formed of the matter in the bill, he had come down to the 
Houſe an utter ſtranger to it; but from the reading it had 
.tzceived, it appeared evident to him that more time would 
be necsſſary than was intended to be allowed for the due con- 
ſideration of: it. As he had heard it read, it ſeemed to be 
fraught: with ſevetity ; however, he truſted that would be 
corrected by the Houſe, and particularly by the right honoura- 
ble member Who introduced it, and who well knew, that 
ſevere punithments were not the moſt effectual, particularly in 
à country here the lau muſt be enforced through the medium 


4 „ IT; 


17874 nn 


There are, he ſaid, certainly circumſtances which render 
the preſent caſe peculiarly delicate a general ſpirit among 
certain claſſes to impede the execution of law—a general defire 
to impede the collection of a particular kind of property—and 
which can only be correQed by removing the cauſes, which, 
he repeated, ought to be managed with great dexterity and a 
moſt delicate hand, directed by a ſound judgment; for it would 
be a dangerous extravagance of quackery to undertake the 
cure of every ſcratch by amputation. Perhaps there never was 
a law propoſed which, in its conſequences, would more nearly 
affect two claſſes of men—one, from their ſituation, venerable 
and reſpectable - the other eminently uſeful :—he hoped, there- 
fore, the Houſe would not proceed with precipitation. If 
precipitation had ever been excuſable, it was in the com- 
mencement of the diſturbances—it hath not been uſed—and he 
hoped that miniſters had not then proceeded ſlowly in order 
now to ſubvert liberty by a ſudden ſtroke. - He concluded 
with ſaying, that he underſtood that this law was only to be 
conſidered as part of 2 ſyſtem to quiet the diſturbances and to 
remove the cauſes ; if ſo, ſurely the whole ſhould be before the 
Houſe at once, as it was impoſſible to judge of the relative 
defects or merits of an entire ſyſtem by examining only one of 
its parts; 


The Ar ToRR EY GENERAL faid he was ſurprized that The Attor- 
gentlemen ſhould be ſo ready debate the merits of a riot act, ney General. 


conſidering that from the time f Edward VI. England had been 
in poſſeſſion of one; howeveß that gentlemen might ſee. he 
neither intended precipitation or ſurprize, he would move to 
have the bill read a ſecond time on Monday next. 


Mr. OxDe.—l am directed by his Grace'the Lord Lieu- Mr. Orde- 


tenant to acquaint the Houſe, that he has his Majeſty's com- 
mand to lay before you a copy of a treaty of navigation and 
commerce between his Majeſty and the moſt Chriſtian King, 
ſigned at Verſailles the 2bth September, 1786, and a tranſlation 
thereof, Alſo | 


A copy of a convention between his . and the Moſt 
Chriſtian King, figned at Verſailles the 15th of Jan. 1787, and 
a tranſlation thereof—He ſaid be had great ſatisfaction in reflect- 
ing that it had fallen to his lot to lay before the Houſe the firſt 
commercial treaty that Ireland had entered into with a foreign 
ſtate, and from which he hoped and expected ſhe would reap 
infinite advantage. 1 | 
He then preſented the aforeſaid papers, and the titles 
being read, they were ordered to lie upon the table, He alfo 
moved, that the Houſe do, on om 27th of February, reſolve 
| 8 : 2 . , 


Mr. Lov, « | 
eld. 
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itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, to take into con- 
ſideration that part of the Lord Lieutenani's ſpeech which te- 
lates to ſaid treaties, | 


It was ordered accordingly, 


Mr. LoxGFIEtLD infiſted he was ſtrictly parliamentary in 
culling on the right honourable gentleman, and had a right to 
receive that information which he requeſted, and which had 
been den ed him 3 but as he could obtain no ſatisfaction on this 


head, he could from the beſt authority aſſure the Houſe that 


the Portugal treaty was not going on. He faid, on this buſi- 
neſs the Houſe had too long ſuffered itſelf to be cajoled, but he 
truſted it would ſoon be unanimous in demanding that infor- 


mation which the right honourable gentleman had thought 
fit to deny him. He faid he was authorized to ſay, from in- 


Treaty with formation he had received from ſome intelligent gentlemen now 


Portugal. 


ob ſerved, 


in Portugal, and who were ready at a former day to attend at 
the bar of the Houſe to give evidence on the Portugal buſineſs, 
that French woollens were to be put on the ſame footing with 


"thoſe of the moſt favoured nations. In the year 1783, ſays 


he, whilſt the preſent miniſtry were buſy and engaged in mak- 
ing a new miniſterial arrangement, and-their attention was en- 
tirely engaged by that event, France with her uſual watch ful- 


'nefs, took advantage of the confuſion in the cabinet, and by 


her peculiar fineſſe and addteſs acceded in toto to the laſt 
treaty of commerce Which the Queen of Portugal had con- 
cluded with Spain. This, ſays he, was done without any 
previous. negociation with the court of Verſailles. By this 
treaty Portugal bound herſelf for ever to admit the woollens 
ot France on the ſame terms with the moſt favoured nations. 
By this acceſſion to the Spaniſh treaty, France completely 
incapacitated Portugal trom making any treaty with Great- 
Britain on terms cf reciprocity, and laid the foundation of the 


- preſent rupture with that country; as France well knew that 
- unleſs Portugal would give a like preference to Britiſhwoollens, 
Ve ſhould not continue to admit the wines of Porugal on a 


duty one-third lower than thoſe of France, agreeable to the 
treaty of 1703, by which treaty England is ſpecifically bound 


in regard to the wines of Portugal, but it does not bind that 


kingdom ſpecifically in reſpect to our woollens.—He then took 
an opportanity of adverting to the tax laid on Portugal wines, 
which he pronouuced extremely injudicious; and he lamented the 
temetit; wget cauſed ſo inconliderate a-proceeding. He next 

y the 7th article of the preſent treaty with France, 


ae have granted all the benefits of the family compact to 


France iu licu of the privilege they have permitted us to te- 
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ea, ourſelves, of continuing the favours to a court which 
they took care ſhould not have it in her power to grant us any 
favour in return. | 

He ſaid he had been aſſured that the negociators of the 
French treaty knew nothing of this matter, as it was a ſecret to 
our court till Mr, Faulkener propoſed, on the part of Great- 
Britain, that our woollens ſhould be admitted to an entry at 
one-third leſs than the woollens of other nations, being a term 
of reciprocity for their wines. He then declared; that a com- 
mercial rupture with Portugal was certain, for Mr. Faulkener 
was recalled, and the firſt object of our care ſhould be to pro- 
tect ourſelves and guard ins it, „„ 


Mr. Oa pr aſſured the honourable gentleman, he hoped he Mr. Orde. 


would have great pleaſure in lay ing before the Houſe the reſult 
of the Portugal treaty, which he aſſerted was ſtill going on. 
As to the information which the honourable gentleman had 
alluded to, he entertained great doubts concerning it, though 
at the preſent, moment he deſired co be excuſed rrom entering 
into any farther explanation than merely to {ay the treaty was 
ſtill going on, | | 


WepxESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1787, 


A petition of the high ſheriff and freeholders of the county Petition of 


of Kerry, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented 
to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the. petitioners; 
deeply affected by the general diſcontent and fatal riots which 


the high 
ſheriff and 
freeholders 
of thecoun'y 


have prevailed for many years through the greater part of the of Kerry. 


kingdom, and which have lately made their appearance in this 
county, tending to ſubvert the peace and happineſs of ſociety z 

and obſerving that the mode in which the revenues of the 
clergy are levied and collected is the oſtenſible reaſon offered 
in excuſe of ſuch alarming proceedings, with the profoundeſt 


reſpect for the wiſdom and authority of the Houſe, beg leave . 


to requeſt their interference in a matter of ſuch general cou- 
cern, convinced that if any method can be deviſed to ſilence 
the murmurings of the people, and to uphold the clergy in 


their juſt and lawful rights, it is from the wiſdom of the legil- 


lature they are to expect it, and that it is that authority only 


which ought to and can reſtore good order and happineſs to 
the kingdom, ; 


Mr, Cox Rx reported from the committee to whom it was Mr, Corry. 


referred to take into conſideration the ſeveral petitions of the 
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Mr. Corry. 
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merchants, traders and other inhabitan's of the town of 
Newry ; of the mayor, bailiffs and burgeſſes of the town of 
Wexford ; and of the ſovereign, burgeſſes and commonalty of 
the town of Beltaſt ; the reſolutions which the committee had 
directed him to report to the Houſe, which he iead in his 
place, and after delivered. in at the table, where the ſame 
were read. 3 oy eee 


It was ordered, - that leave be given to bring in a bill pur- 
ſuant to the prayer of the ſaid petitions and the ſaid refolu- 
tions; and that Mr. Corry, Colonel Roſs, the Honourable 
— Hewit and Mr. Neville, do prepare and bring in the 
ame. F 


The tobacco bill was read a ſecond time. 


Mr. Cox R ſaid he wiſhed to draw the attention of the 
Houſe to the reduction of the duty on tobacco. In the laſt 
ſeſſion he had moved, that the duty per pound ſhould be re- 
duced from 10d, to 6d. His only motives were, a deſire to 
prevent the ſmuggling of tobacco, and a wiſh to benefit the 
fair trader, and the revenue. Should the reduQtion he meant 
to propoſe take place, ſo far from leſſening the revenue, it 
would actually inereaſe it; for the high duties, it was well 
known, were an incentive to ſmuggling in general, and not to the 
ſmuggling of tobacco only; for the adventurer, by the profits 
on tobacco, was induced to carry on an illicit trade in various 
other goods. He inſiſted that if the duty was reduced in the 


Manner he would propoſe, the ſmuggler would be utterly 


Duty on 
tobaccco, 


Mr. Hartley. 


unable to contend with the fair trader. He then moved, that 
the duty on the importation of tobacco, inſtead of 10d; be 6d. 
per pound, _ + 185 | | | 


Mr. HaxTLey ſeconded the motion, and - enforced Mr. 
Corry's argument by obſerving, that in England the commu- 
tation act, which took off from tea its high duty, had in- 
creaſed the Eaſt India company's ſales of that commodity 
threefold, and totally deftroyed (ſmuggling, ſo far as related to 
tea. Reducing the tax on importing tobacco would, he thought, 


have a ſimilar effect here. 
Mr. Bezxesyrorp ſaid it would be abſurd to diſpute the 
principle the idea was not new—he had repeatedly menti- 


oned it in debate, and it had even been introduced into an 
act of Parliament; for in the laſt ſeſſion but one two-pence 


| had been taken off the import duty, which was formerly twelve 


pence, and put upon the exciſe. This was done by the late 


Chancellor of the Exchequer. 3 | 
He ſaid he agreed with both the gentlemen who had ſpo- 


ken, that whenever the circumſtances of the country would 


admit, it would be proper to take more of the duty off 
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the importation, as it was certain that all duties ſhould. bear 
a proportion to the article taxed, hut at preſent he would 
not venture to hazard new experiments. 

In order to ſhew that the high duty had not diminiſhed the 
importation, he took two preceding periods of fix years each, 
and following the year 1760, in which the high duty was 
laid. —In the fx years preceding the year 1780, the quantity 
of tobacco imported was 25,543,409 pounds, and the duty Duty on 
thereon was 571,570l. ſterling—In the fix years ſucceeding to tobacco. 

78, the quantity imported was 25,596,601 pounds,” and 
the duty was 1,270,030l. ſterling. So that the revenue, in- 
ſtead of falling by the high duty, received an increaſe of 
200,000l. a year. If then, ſaid he, both the revenue and 
the quantity of tobacco imported have increaſed under the 
high duty, the queſtion is, whether it would be wiſe to 
run any riſque that might endanger either; for, he ſaid, 
though the principle of the commutation was founded in good 
ſenſe, yet he thought it would be improper to carry it any 
further until the gentlemen under whoſe direction the manage- 
ment of the revenue was ſhould be enabled to collect the ſums 
already commuted, The extenſion of the exciſe to malt, 
licences, tobacco, &c. had made an increaſe of officers neceſ- 
ſary. This naturally increaſed the expence of collection, and 
would prove an heavy charge. The board had indeed done 
their beſt to keep that charge within the narroweſt bounds 
poſſible, but if more of the duties were thrown, into the ex- 
ciſe, the charge muſt be fiill further increaſed, though, for 
one, he declared, he was very defirous to fulfil the intention of 
the late Chancellor of the Exchequer. | 

The bill, he obſerved, limited the importation of tobacco 
to certain ports, Amongſt them was one which, if he could 
| have a partiality or predilection for any place, muſt be an 
object of his attention, as his chief property lay there, but 

which he feared he would be obliged to treat with ſome ſeve- 
rity He meant the port of Londonderry. That port, ne ſaid, 
had become notorious for ſmuggling tobacco. From June, 

1784, to January, 1987, they had imported no leſs than 
643,000 pounds of tobacco, and exported 517, 313 pounds. 
lt was, he ſaid, unneceſſary to make any comment upon this, 

It was obviouſly done for ſtnuggling, and appeared ſuch an 
enormity, that if the ſmalleſt trace of: ſuch a practice conti- 
nued, he would move next ſeilion. to ſtrike Londonderry: 
out of the number of places where tobacco may be — 97 


Mr. Coxxy combated the argument of the right honour- 14, cory, 
able gentlerwan ;z he ſaid that he could not aſſent to the poſi- 
tion, that increaſed duties had increaſed: the import of to- 
bacco, on the contrary, they muſt lower the. fair import, 
though the revenue might riſe z the increaſed import was 
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therefore owing to ſome other cauſes; what they were the 

Tight honourable gentleman had omitted to ſtate; but he ſaid 
he would ſtate them—the war had lowered the import in its 

firſt period, and the peace had raiſed it in the latter — But the 
imports from 1570 to 1775, exceeded always five millions 
of pounds weight, and from that time they had not amounted 
ſo high but once; and when that time was looked to, it ap- 
peared to be immediately upon the reduction of the duty, 
that only of 1d. per pound, in 1785, by the late Chancellor 
of the Exchequer ; therefore, as far as reaſoning from duties 
and facts could go, they concluded againſt. the right honour- 
able gentleman, and for his own fide of the argument. He 
ſtated the advantages now enjoyed by the ſmuggler, and ſaid, 
that by reducing the duty to ſix-pence, the ſmuggler would 
be ſtopped, the exciſe would then be better collected on the 
manufacture. as the imported tobaccoes could be traced to 
the manufaQturer's table, and the other branches of ſmuggling, 
when this was cut off, would be alſo contracted; fo that 
though it was ſaid that one-half of the tobaccoes conſumed 
paid no duly, yet rating it at one third only, by this reduc- 
tion of duty, and its conſequences, the revenue would in 
fair argument be equally productive as at preſent, 

He obſerved on the increaſed expence of collecting the reve- 
nue, and the practice of. perſons being recommended to it by 
all ſides of the Houſe, unfit for the duty of the revenue; re- 
marking on the uſe made of the revenue- places, not for the 
purpoſes of collection, but for miniſterial patronage. He 
ſaid the ſame ſcheme of reduction of duties being propoſed 
by the late Chancellor of the Exchequer [Mr. Foſter] he 
was happy to concur in, and he thought his motion received 
additional weight from ſuch great authority for knowledge, 
experience and abilities, on the intereſts of the trade of Ite- 
„ | 1 

Mr. Be R ESTORP ſaid that granting the honourable gentle- 
man's premiſes, that one third of the tobacco paid no duty, 
and that by lowering from ten pence to ſix pence, that one- 
third would be brought under the law and fairly pay, yet 
this would be ſtill a loſing bargain by about 40,000l. a 
year. WE Kar gt = 1 


* 


The Srtaxrrr ſaid he could not recollect an inſtance of a 
bill being amended upon the ſecond reading. Bills were in 
Bis opinion, read a ſecond time that it might be known whe- 
ther they were fit to be committed. In the committee they 
might be altered or amended, but there could be no neceſ- 
ſity for amending them heſore they went into that ſtage of 
oo. A Be: che ĩ foes ESP 


\ 


* 
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A petition of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects, the preſbyterian Petition of 
miniſters conſtituting the general ſynod of Ulſter, ſigned the preſby- - 
by their moderator, was preſented to the Houſe and read; 3 
ſetting forth, that the petitioners have long felt and lamented tu ing the, 
the inconveniencies ariſing from the want of a ſeminary of general 
learning, ſo conſtituted as to ſuit their circumſtances, for the ned of 
education of their youth for the ſacred miniſtry in this king- Pitter. 
dom; that they have hitherto been obliged to tend their ſons 

abroad to be inſtructed at foreign univerſities, at the hazard 

of their. perſonal ſafety, at an increaſed expence, and a 
confiderable annual loſs to the nation; that ſome efforts have 

been lately made to eſtabliſh an inftitution of this kind tn the 

north, but that the petitioners find that the expenſes of ſuch 

an undertaking muſt greatly exceed the ability of individuals, 

and that unleſs a ſupport more ample and permanent than 

that which can ariſe from private ſubſcriptions be obtained, 

they muſt deſpair of carrying their wiſhes into effect. In that 
ſituation to whom ſhould the petitioners look for aſſiſtance 

but to thoſe who are ſet to watch for the public proſperity, 

to whom the purſe of the nation is committed, and who, in 

ſo many inſtances, have diſcovered a laudable diſpoſition to 

apply it to purpoſes both honourable and uſeful.” The peti- 

tioners are happy to perceive that the preſent juncture affords 
encouragement to apply to the wiſdom of the Houſe for their 
aſſiſtance with the confidence of hope. The wiſh that his 
Majeſty has graciouſly expreſſed, that ſome plan might be 
adopted for the more general improvement of education M 

this kingdom, and the prompt reſolution of 'the Houſe to 
comply with his Majeſty's paternal inclination, embolden - 

them to hope for favourable attention, for the petitioners 
cannot ſuffer themſelves to think that his Majeſty's proteſt- 

ant ſubjects, the, preſbyterians of Ireland, will be exclud- 

ed from the benefits of ſo enlarged a policy. The peti- 
tioners think it unneceſſary to point out particularly to the 

Houſe the advantages which would-ariſe from complying with 
their preſent wiſhes ; they only beg leave to ſuggeſt that it 

would mark the liberality and equity of the Houſe, be an 
obliging gratification to a very numerous and teſpectable body 

of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjeQs, prove a conſiderable national 
faving, and add to the credit of this kingdom, by extending its 
literature and civilization: With expectations thus founded, 
therefore the petitioners apply to the generoſity of the Houſe, 
humbly requeſting ſuch aid for inſtituting and ſupporting an 
academy or academies for educating their youth for the 

ſacred function, under the ſuperintendence and direction 

of the general ſynod of Ulſter er to the Houſe ſhall ſeem 

re oo og gn ogy ET 
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Secretary of. The SecxeTary or STATE ſaid he thought it his 1 


State on 
. 


not to ſit ſilent when the ſubject of education was introduced. 
He expreſſed his reſpect for the diſſenters, but mentioned his 


decided opimon againſt ſeparate places of education for per- 


ſons of different religious perſuaſions, for that ſuch diſtinc- 


tions tended to diſunite the members of the ſame community. 
He thought proteſtant diſſenters and Roman catholics .ſhould 


be educated in the ſame ſeminaries of learning, as fellow-citi- 
zens of the ſame ſtate, intereſted in the happineſs of each 
other, and in the general proſperity of their country; and that 


ſuch a mode of training our youth, would remove prejudices, 
and promote the harmony and ftrength of the kingdom, He 


had ever declared, and uniformly acted, upon theſe principles. 
He obſerved on one part of the petition, which mentioned 
that the petitioners had been obliged to reſort to foreign uni- 
verſities z and aſked why? Was there any univerſity in 
which more learned men were to be found, or in which the 
ſciences and claſſical learning were better taught than in the 
univerſity of this kingdom, or any in which a greater liberality 


ol ſentiment prevailed? He faid, many diſſenters reſorted to 


Petition of 
the mer- 
chants, tra- 
gets, and 
ſnop-ker pers 
at the city 
of Dublin. 


it, and had been ornaments to that ſociety; and it was 


always his wiſh to give them every encouragement and indul- 


gence there. He would not, he ſaid, object to the petition's 
being referred to a committee, from that predilection he felt 
for every propoſal which had for its object the improvement 
ef education. , | 


—_— . — 
THrurSDaAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1787. 


| A petition of the merchants, traders and ſhopkeepers of the 
city of Dublin, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was 
preſented to the Houſe and read 3 ſetting forth, that the petiti- 


oners are much aggrieved by the great number of auctions for 


the retail ſale of new goods lately opened in this city, and 
which are rapidly encteaſing; that while thoſe auctions prove 
extremely injurious to the. fat trader, they greatly promote and 


abet the purpoſes of fraud, as it can be fully proved that per- 
ſons intending to defraud their creditors have frequent! Y taken 


up goods from the wholeſale merchants, and after ſelling the 
ſame at ſaid auctions, much below their prime coſt, have ſoon 
after become bankrupts z that ſaid auctions are injurious to the 
public revenue, as goods ſmuggled without payment of his 
majeſty's duties there find a ready fale; that by the fale of 
faulty, unmerchantable or ſmuggled goods, ſaid auctions tend 


to ruin the manufactures of this kingdom, and that they are in 


the greateſt degree deſttuctive of the trade and property of the 


4 
* 


* 
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petitioners, who lying under heavy duties, rents and taxes, 
are deprived of the ready money ſale of their goods and mer- 
chandizes, and muſt ultimately be ruined it nat reheved by the 
interference of patliament; and therefore praying relief. 


The Honourable Mr. Ad NFHSs LY preſented to the Houſe, Han, Mr. 
according to order, a bill for regulating the preſentments for Aznclley. 
making the public roads in the county of Down, and appro- . 
priating a balance now in the hands of the treaſurer of faid - 
county towards the repairs of the county court-houlſe z, Which 
was received and read the firſt time. 

5 * 

The CuANcELLOR oT THE EXCHEQUER remarked that The Chan- 
the tax on Carriages was not properly collected, and faid that cellor of the 
though he did not mean to throw the ſmalleſt diſreſpect on the Exchequer. 
gertlemen who had the preſent management of the funds ap- 
propriated to the ſupport of the Work-houſe, ye: he intended 
to put it into other hands. | 

He then moved that the proper officer do lay before the 
Houſe, an account of the annual funds of the Foundling-Hoſ- 
pital for the laſt ſeven years. | 


It was ordered accordingly. | | * 


Mr. BexesroRD ſaid an account had been called for, of the Mr. Beres- 
number of barrels of herrings brought to Dublin coaſtways ; ford. 
ſuch an account could not poſſibly be made out, as they came 
in bulk, However, to aſcertain it as near as poſlible, he had 
an account of the tonnage of ſuch veſſels as brought herrings 
coaſtways, which he preſented; and it was ordered to lie on 
„ 


Mr. Ta EN ſaid he took this opportunity, there being no Mr. Trench. 
buſineſs immediately before the Houſe, of throwing out an 
obſervation on ſome ſubjects which he thought deſerved atten- 
tion, and hoped would be taken up at ſome period of the pre- 
ſent ſeſſion: The ſubjeQs he mentioned were, the preſent re- 
gulation of the price of coals, which, he thought, were ſeverely 
felt by the lower claſſes of the people; in his opinion the power 
of regulating the price of coals ſhould be lodged with the chief 
magiſtrate, or with either of the boards appointed for paving the 
city, and for opening the avenues, —The ſtate of the copper 
coin was another objet—Gambling, by inſuring in the lottery, 
was another The preſent ſhameful number of made-up aucti- 
ons, calculated to injure the fair trader, a d to throw an al- 
perſion on our manufactures, by opening a field for the diſpoſal 
of fraudulent made-up goods; that grievance, in his opinion, 
ought to be redrefſed—And the management of the collection 


1 Exchequer, 
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of the carriage tax was another, —He was confident, that if it 
was compatible with a perſon in his ſituation to farm that tax, 
he would make it produce one thouſand pounds a year mors 
than it does at preſent. Theſe hints he threw out, and he 
wiſhed that they might be taken up by ſome of the gentlemen 
on the treaſury bench. 
He moved, that the proper officer do lay before the Houſe, 
a lift of the carriages made and ſold in the city of Dublin, 
from Lady-day, 1785, to Lady day, 1786, with the makers 
names, and to whom ſold, and their names to be arranged in 
alphabetical order, 


It was ordered accordingly. 


Mr. Buſke, - Mr. Bosue ſaid that in the revenue bill care ſhould be taken 
to inſure the better collection of the carriage duty. 


1 
The Chan- The CHanceLtLor or THE Excyrqver obſerved, upon 
dellor of the one of the ſubjects mentioned by the honourable gentleman, 
that was inſuring in the lottery. He faid the law already 
provided a remedy in that reſpect But it was a grievance eaſiet 
_ Complained of than remedied. | 


Mr. Dennis Mr. Dennis Browne faid he had called for ſome books and 
Browne, accounts belonging to the inland navigation board, which had 
nt been produced, particularly the ledger and the minute- 
b8ok ; he therefore moved, that Richard Baggs and John 

Mitchell do attend at the bar of the Houſe. 


It was ordered accordingly, 


-F N 
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Petition A petition of the provoſt and corporation of the borough of 
of the pro- Sligo was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that 
ef in that and other ſea- port towns great inconvenience and much 
= borough damage ariſe to the inhabitants, as well as to ſtrangers reſort- 
of Sligo, ing thereunto, from the want of proper regulations for cars and 
carts plying for hire, from the want of proper regulations for 
coal meaſurers and coal porters, and for preventing the exceſ- 
« five price of coals fold in ſmall quantities to the poor, from the 
want of proper regulations in the market for bread, fleſh meat 
Ind other articles, and from the want of proper regulations for 
cleaning the ſtreets, and keeping them free from dung, rubbilb, 
filth and other obſtruRions, and for preventing ſwine from go- 
ing at large therein; that the petitioners humbly conceive that 
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if ſuch of the laws enacted for the cities of Dublin and Cork as 
relate to theſe matters were extended to all ſea-ports, with ſuch 
proper modifications as might be ſuitable to the circumſtances 
of all, great benefit and advantage might accrue therefrom ; 
and the petitioners humbly repreſent that as the trade, com- 
merce and populatioa of the ſea-ports in this kingdom ſhall in- 
creaſe, ſo wil! the evils at preſent felt, from the cauſes herein 
enumerated, increaſe alſo, if not ſeafonably prevented; and 
therefore praying relief. 


173 


A petition of the provoſt and corporation of the borough of Petition of 
Sligo was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the provoſt 


by the law now in force the chief magiſtrate of every ſea- port 


and corpo- 
» ration of the 


city or town where a market for grain is held, is obliged under borough of 


a penalty of 20l. for every neglect, to return to the colleQor of Sligo. 


ſuch port, on every market-day or the day following, a true 
account of the average prices of all kinds of grain on each mar- 
ket-day, and the medium of the ſame for the three laſt. market- 
days, in order to regulate the export and bounty thereon ; that 


in many ſuch ports, and in that town amongſt the reſt, it is 


impoſſible for the chief magiſtrate to comply with the law, as 
very little of the grain ſold is brought to the open market, or 
weighed at the crane under the inſpection of ſuch magiſtrate, 
_ almoſt the whole being weighed at other cranes, whereby the 


buyers and ſellers may have opportunities of entering into col- 


luſion, and procuring the export bounty on grain and meal at 
times when, if thetrue prices werereturned, ſuch grain and meal 
could not be legally exported, to the no ſmall injury of the 
revenue, as well as of the manufacturing and labouring poor; 
that petitioners humbly conceive that if in every ſea- port, city 
or town all grain and oatmeal, when firſt bought or delivered 
therein (excepting cargoes imported by ſea, and barley bought 
by malſters or brewers for making into malt) were ander cer- 
tain penalties to be weighed at the crane of the chief magiſtrate 
and no where elſe, and if the ſellers were under certain penal- 
ties obliged to give in to the clerk of the market, at the time of 
weighing, the true prices, together with their real names and 
places of abode, thofe evils would be thereby remedied, and 
every ſuch magiſtrate enabled to comply with the intention of 
the legiſlature, in making true returns, whereby the export 
and export bounties on grain and meal would be regulated 


= * manner intended by law; and therefore praying te- 
ief. je 


The fiſhery-bill being read, 


Mr. Con vNGH am obſerved, that the commiſſioners did not Mr. Ce- 
think they had the power of controul over the inſpectors. It nyngham. 


was his intention they ſhould, and he ſhould therefore move for 


Mr. Marcus 
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leave to amend the fiſhery-bill, as well as to give gentlemen 
an opportunity of offering any thing they might have to propoſe 
on the ſubject. | 
Mr. 1 Mr. Dennis Browne obſerved, that no leſs than 11 
Browne. veſſels had been freigated from the fiſhery on the coaſts of the 
county of Mayo. : | | 


Sr Lucius Sir Lucius O'Brien ſaid he had heard many complaints 

O'Brien, on the coaſts of Ireland, reſpecting the operation of the boun- 

ties. He wiſhed rather that the fiſhery ſhould be carried on in 
ſhips than in boats, as a nurſery of feamen muſt be the conſe- 
quence, and we ſhould be enabled to give effectual ſupport to 
the navy of Great Britain. 


Sir Edward Sir EDWAA DP NEWENHAM ſpoke to the ſame purport. | 
Newenham. 


Mr. Mazxcvus BeresrorD ſaid tas che commiſſioners had 
certainly no power of controul over the intpyectors, and that the 
ſums allotted for their ſalaries were totall X inſufficient. He 
mentioned a fund that had remained for ſome \ime unemployed 
that might have been applied to the purpoſe. \He thought the 
fiſhery bill needed amendment; for the exporter Was oblized to 
ſwear, that the herrings had been cured within ſuch a time af- 
ter their having been caught, and with ſuch 2 quantity of ſalt z 
and how could it be ſuppoſed that the merchant in Dublin or 
Cork could know any thing of theſe circumſtances? He thought 
the oaths ſhould be transferred to the perſons who had original- 
Iy taken the fiſh. 1 | 


On the queſtion being put, leave was given, and Mt. Burton 
Conyngham, Mr. M. Beresford, and Sir A. Stewart, were ap- 
pointed to bring in the ſame. 


Beresford. 


The account of herrings brought coaſtways to the pott of 
Dablin, for the laſt year, was read, and it appeared that the 


tonnage of veſſels was 2333 tons, tons. 
From the Roſſes 44 veſſels arrived, tonnage 1253 
From Donegall 3 —  =— — 216 
From Weilport 2 — — — 114 
From Sligo 1 — „„ 


— — 


e MonTGoMray, (of Donegall) obſerved, that the 
Nr. Mont= Scotch had firſt ſpoiled their own fiſher y, and then wiſhed to 


komme. ruin our's—they blocked up the harbours, and by ſhooting 
their nets in the day-time, they prevented the entrance of the 
Mc. Co. Mr. ConyNCcH am concurred in opinion with the honoura- 


ayngkam. ble gentleman, reſpeRing the injury done our fiſheries by the 
Scotch; but he ſaid the deſertion of herrings from the coaſt of 


_ | 5 
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Donegall was accounted for by the openneſs of the ſeaſon, and 
the direction in which the winds had blown, as well as by the 

ſhooting of nets in the day-time. | | 


Mr. Dennis BROWRN E faid it was not owing to the open- Mr. Dennis 
neſs of the ſeaſon, or to the direction of the winds that the fiſh Browne. 
had dropt away from the coaſt\of Donegall, but to the rebel- 
livus ſtate of the coaſt, which affected even the ſea—and the 
fiſh had the preſumption in defiance of the laws and the 50,000], 
given by parliament not to reſort to the coaſt, of Donegall, 
and he certainly would move that the King's Attorney Ge- | 
neral ſhould be inſtructed to proſecute them for their contu- 5 
mac y. | 


* 


The SECRETARY OP STATE obſerved, that formerly her- Secretary of 
rings were ſold at Cork from 198. to 20s. the mace. They had State. 
tiſen to no leſs than 39s. He conſidered this enormous increaſe 
to proceed from the prohibitory duties againſt the importation of 
foreign herrings. As it greatly affected the poor of this coun- 
tty, unleſs ſome reduction took place, he would next ſeſſion 
move for a repeal of ſuch prohibitory duties. 


Mr. Maso reported from the committee on the tobacco Mr. Maſon 
bill. | | 


Mr. Har TLEY obſerved, that the ſubjeQ had already been Mr. Hartley. 
fully debated, and he would not therefore long trouble the 
Houſe upon it. His honourable friend Mr. Corry] was ob- 

liged to leave town, otherwiſe he would move for a reduc- 

tion of the duty. In his, abſence therefore, he ſhould take. 

the liberty of moving that the words ten pence per pound 
OO in the bill, and the words fix pence per pound be 

inſerted. . 6 


The queſtion was put, and the motion was negatived with - 
out a diviſion. | . 


SATURDAY, Fazruary 17, 1787, 


| Honourable Den Nis Browne deſired that the clerk mi ght Hon. Dennis 
read that part of the report of the Commiſſionets of Impreſt Ac. Browne. 
_ Counts, reſpecting the accounts of the Inland Navigation Board; 
which being done, he deſired that Mr. Richard Baggs, ſecre- 
tary to the ſaid board, and Mr. John Mitchell, accountant to 
the ſaid board, ſhould be called to the bar. N 
Theſe gentlemen attended, and underwent a long examina- 
yon, from the whole of which it appeared that the parliamen- 
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tary grants made to the corporation for carrying on inland na- 
vigations, had been ſhametully miſapplied, and had not been 
properly accounted for; that the books were ſo defaced and the 
accounts kept in ſuch an irregular manner, that the commiſſio- 
ners of the impreſt accounts could by no means make out 2 ſa- 
_ "tisfaQory report; the anſwers given by the witneſſes at the bar 
to the queſtions put to them by, Mr. Browne, Mr. Beresford, 
Sir Lucius O'Brien and other members, were by no means 
' Clear, on the contrary, the Houſe ſeemed extremely diſſatis- 
fed with them, | | 


M. Erowae. Mr. Bxown E ſaid that when the committee would go into the 
account of the inland navigation board, which would be on 
Monday ſe'nnight, he ſhould be able to ſhew the moſt ſhame- 
ful abuſe of parliamentary grants, and the improper conduct 
of the officers of that board in the cleareſt point of view, 
and ſuch, in his opinion, as deſerved the cenſure of parlia- 
ment, 


The bill for regulating the preſentments for making the pub- 

lic roads in the county of Down, and appropriating a propor- 

tion of a balance now in the hangs of the treaſurer of the ſaid 

county, towardy the repair of the county court-houſe, was read 
a ſecond time and committed for Tueſday. 


Mr. Gardi= Mr. Gax DIN ER moved, that the ſaid committee be impow- 
ner. ered to receive a clauſe to empower the grand jury for the 
county of Dublin, to enable the treaſurer of ſ id county to 

keep a clerk; and alſo a clauſe to empower the ſaid grand jury 

to raite the fee on lodging affidã di to ground preſentments, or 

to account for money ex pended. | 


Ser Francis Sir Francis Hu TCHINSON objected to the clauſe, al- 
Hutchin on ledging that it would be a great grievance to the county of 
againit tax- Dublin, as the ſalary of the treaſurer had in 1774 been in- 
ing the Co. creaſed from 20l. a year to 100l. and laſt ſeſſion to 200l. a 
©: Dublin. year; that he underſtood that the intended clauſe was to give 
S ol. a year to the treaſurer for his clerk's ſalary; that the ſe- 
cretary's ſalary was already 20l. a year, and the 1s. id. paya- 

ble by the act of laſt ſeſſion for each affidavit, produced very 

near 251. for the laſt year, making in all 451, a year, which 


PRES I ves. an ample ſum for the, ſecretary's trouble, He admitted, 


that no accounts could be fairer or better kept than the treaſur- 
er's appeared to him to be; yet, that when ſuch extraording- 
ty augmentations of emoluments of offices were propoſed, he 
| hoped gentlemen would tecollect, that the burthen of the county 
ceſſes was a principal caule of che inſurtections in the northern 
counties ſome years ago, 
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Mr. GAR DIe EA faid that in propoſing this clauſe, he had Mr. Gardi- 
cnlv acted officially, and was diſcharging his duty to a moſt ner. 
reſpectable pait of his conſtituents, He obſerved, that the in- 
troduction of the preſent clauſe was in conſequence of addreſſ- 
es to him for that purpoſe, by two reſpectable grand juries, who 
in point of property and reſpectability, were not to be exceed- 
ed in this or any other county; he begged leave to inform the 
honourable baronet that he himſelf was not on -either of theſe 
grand juries, being at the time in the North. Whatever objec- 
tions, he ſaid, that the honourable Baronet might have to the 
clauſe being ourtied into effect, the committee was the proper 
place to make them in, and he ſhould reſerve himſelf till then, 
in order to anſwer them. : 


The motion was agreed to, 
The Cu ANCELLOR'OF THE EXCH EQUER preſented to The Chan- 
the Houſe, according to order, a bill for granting the ſum of cellor of the 


62001, to the Lord Chancellor and Chief Judges for the pur- Exchequer. 
poſes therein mentioned, | | | 


A bill for granting to his Majeſty the duty thetein mention- 
ed, to be paid to the truſtees of the Royal Exchange, 


A bill for granting 4000l. to the truſtees of the Linen Ma- 
nufacture, and for the purpoſes therein mentioned. 


Which were received and read the firſt time. 
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MoxDay, NAR 19, 1787, 
2 
A petition of John Ferguſon and othets, of the city of Lon- petit 

dondetry, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſent- HR 
ed to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners jon and 1 
have commenced the manufacture of corduroys, velverets, others of the 
thickſets, janes, dimities, plain cottons, callicoes, and a va- city of Lon 
riety A mixed fancy goods, in the city of Londonderry; that 1 
the petitioners have purchaſed carding machines, ſpinning-jen- 
nies, and various other machinery, to the amount of 1000l. but 
as they are deſirous to eſtabliſh extenſive and permanent works 
for conducting ſaid manufacture, they are induced to apply to 
the Houſe for aſſiſtance; and as all ſimilar undettakings have 
received the moſt liberal aid from parliament, the petitioners 
entertain a well-founded hope that the juſtice of the Houſe will 
put them upon an equal footing with other manufacturets of 

the kingdom, and therefore prayiag aid, rs 
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Petition of A petition of the metebants and traders of the city of Lon- 
the mer- donderry, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſent- 
I 0nd ed to the Honſe and read: ſetting forth, that from the liberal 
the city of Encouragement given at different periods by the Houſe for im- 
London= proving the fiſheries of this kingdom, and a well-founded eon- 
derry. fidence of ſupport to every meaſure for extending the trade and 
commerce of Ireland, a company was formed in the ſaid city 

in the month of November, 1785, for the purpoſe of carrying 

on the Greenland whale fiſhery ; that the ſaid company ac- 
cordingty purchaſed and fitted out a ſhip laſt ſeaſon, and 


employed her in ſaid fiſhery, where ſhe caught Three whales, 


dut as no bounty was pay able here for ſhips from Ireland, they 


were obliged to ſend her with the produce of the voyage to Li- 


verpool, in order to entitle them to receive the Britiſh bounty; 

that notwithftanding the ſaid company had the misfortune to 

loſe the above-mentioned ſbip on her voyage from Liverpool, 

Fet relying upon the countenance of the Houſe, they are now 
firing out another veſſel at a very great expence for ſaid fiſhe- 

ry ; that this kingdom can never enjoy the full advantages of 

; the Greenland bſhery ſo long as the produce of the whales 
caught there mull be ſent to England for refining into oil, where 


the expence of landing, ſtoring, commiſſion, re-ſhipping and 
other extra charges, enhances the coſt of the oil at leaſt ten 


per cent. above what. it ſtands the owners of ſhips fitted out in 
Great Britain, which extraordinary coſt would be ſaved were 
proper refining houſes erected here, and a permanent bounty 
granted by the Iriſh parliament 3 and therefore «praying the 
Houſe to grant ſuch bounty to veſſels fitted out and entered 

from Ireland for ſaid fiſhery, and difebarging their cargoes in 
this kingdom, as thoſe from Great Britain receive there. 


petition of A petition of the merchants ang traders aſſociated under the 
the mer--* name of the Greenland fiſhing company of Londonderry, whole 
1 chants and names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe 

waders uffo- and read; letting forth, that the petitioners having obſerved 
ciated under nn Rel | - Goh 
the name of the very liberal encouragement granted by the Houſe for the 


the Green · improvement of the, fiſheries of Ireland, and relying on their 


land fiſhing countenance and ſupport to every attempt for extending the 

m_—_— trade and commerce of this kingdom, did in the month of No- 

Gerry. vember, 1785, form themſelves i a FERN for the purpoſe 
of carrying on the Greenland whale filkery 
Londonderry; that for this purpoſe they purchaſed and fitted 
out theſhip Neptune, of four hundred tons burthen, at an ex- 
pence of 66001. and employed her inthe Greenland fiſhery Taft 
deaſon, whete ſhe caught three whales; that as there was no 
bounty granted by the parliament of Ireland for ſhips employed 


in that trade, the petitioners were obliged to ſend the ſaid fhip 


Neptune to Liverpool, to diſcharge the biubber and whale fins, 


rom the port of 


may — Wy as 
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in order to intitle them to receive the Btitiſh bounty, and in 
returning from thence to this port ſhe was loſt in the bay of 
Ballycaſile z that notwithſtanding this loſs the petitioners have 
bought and are now fitting out another ſhip for the Greenland 
fiber y, at nearly the ſame expence as the former, truſting-that 
the Houſe will grant a bounty on ſhips diſcharging in this king- 
dom equal to the Engliſh ; that as the petitioners are the firſt 
company who have attempted that trade from this kingdom, 
the expences have been greatly encreaſed by their being oblig- 
ed to bring from England experienced artificers, officers, har- 
pooners and ſeamen, and alſo all the materials neceſſary for 
carrying on the fiſher y, which extraordinary expence will be 
in a great meaſure ſaved to future adventurers ; that the petiti- 
oners, in order to receive a bounty in ireland, muſt land and 
refine their oil in this kingdom, for which purpoſe a refining- 
houſe and ſtores muſt be erected, which from an eſtimate they 
have had will coft 2500l.; that this expence, added to the 
others attending this new undertaking, will fall very heavy up- 
on the petitioners, unleſs aſſiſted by the Houſe ; and therefore 
praying the Houſe to grant them effectual aid for building a re- 
 fining-houſe and ſtores, and towards defraying the extraordi- 
' rary expence of this firſt undertaking, to which future adven- 
turers will not be ſubject. 
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The CHAN cEILOR or THe Excutquer preſented to The Chan- 
the Houſe, according to order, a bill for granting the ſum * of the 
‚ 5 FJ, TRE . ; Exchequer 
17,000]. to Certain truſtees, for diſtributing bounties, and pro- 


moting the ſeveral manufactures therein named; which was 
received and read the firſt time. 


Sir EnwarD Newt NHAM obſerved, that be had no incli- Sir Edward 
nation to precipitate the buſineſs that was to be agitated that Newenham, 


night, but as the Houſe had waited ſome'time, and the right 
honourable gentleman who had framed the bill was then in his 
place, he thought it would be improper to delay longer for the 
preſence of any gentleman, however high in office, and he 
ſhould therefore move for the order of the day. | 


The bill“ to prevent tumultuous riſings and aſſemblies, 
and for the more effeQual puniſhment of perſons guilty of out- 
tage, riot and illegal combination, and of adminiſtering and tak- 
ing unlawful oaths, was ordered to be read a ſecond time. 

When the clerk came to the clauſe empowering magiſtrates 
to demoliſh any Roman Catholic meeting-houſe at which tumul- 
tuous aſſemblies ſhall be held, or where unlawful oaths ſhall 


was in poſſeſſion of the order _ _ the bill, yet he 


M. Boxen, (of Oldtown) faid that although the Houſe Mr. Burgh; 
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thought it incumbent on him th interrupt it even under that 
order, when matter was offered to offenſive, and unworthy in 
every particular. He recollected when, in a former inſtance, 
reading of a paper had been ſtopped, although ordered by the 
Houſe, when it was found to contain matter unfit to be read 
or heard. He declared himſelf forry he had not been aware of 


that clauſe, when the queſtion was put on the printing of the 


The Speak- 


Mr. Grat- 
aa. 


bill, Which he ſhould have oppoſed as to that clauſe, as con- 
raining a libel upon the Houſe, the country, and human m- 
ture. He could not repreſs his indignation at thinking on ſuch 
tenets held out by any legiſſature in the eighteenth century,— 
He made no icruple of terming ſuch a proceeding as wicked, 
wirl regard to religion; weak, as to its deſign; ſhocking and 
dangerous in its conſequences z' and, to ourſelves, infamous in 
its principle and motive ; and diſgraceful eo the community 
where it could find a moment's toleration. | EOS 


The SreaxEr informed the honourable gentleman, that the 
Houſe having ordered the bill to be read, it muſt ficit be gone 
through befure any perſon could ſpeak to it. | 

The bill was then read through. 


Mr. GS r TAN Sit, it is impoſſible to hear that bill read, 
or the queſtion put on the committal of it, without animad- 


verſon. I agree that the South ſhould be coerced. It the po- 
pulace or peaſantry of that diſtrict have thought proper to in- 
ade perſonal fe, urity, and lay the foundation of undermining 


their own liberties: if they have reſorted to the exerciſe ol 
torture as relief for poverty, I lament their ſavage infatuation, 
and ] aſſent to their puniſhment. I aſſent to it with ſhame; | 


. bluſh;at the caſt, of lawleſſneſs. thrown on the country, and | 
. -- Lament the necellity of a ſtrong meaſure—the natural reſult of 


ſbabby mutiny and avortive rebellion. ce 

This is not the firſt time I have had occaſion to expreſs my 
concern at certain exceſſes of ſome part of our fellow-ſub- 
jects. See the fruit af thoſe exceſſes - See the glorious effect 
of their labour A riot act aggravated—A tiot act general aud 
perpetual.— Evils which it was chance to foreſee, it became 


now his duty to mitigate. | 


Die would agree to the ſtrengthening of the civil magiſtrate 


5 


within a certain limitation; he would enable the magiſtrate to 
diſperſe ſuch meetings as were notoriouſly for illegal purpoſes ; 
and he would agree that it was proper not to admit perſons to 
dail who had refuſed to diſperſe, as it could only furniſh them 
with an opportu:.ity of repeating their tranſgrefſians. He 
would agree that the perſons who dug graves, provided gib- 
bets, and the like, ſhould be punid ed capitally ; for thoſe who 


madc torture their amuſement, and praiſed ſuch inexorable 


* 
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barbarity, he thought merited eath. He would alſo agree that 
there were ſeveral clauſes in the riot- act, which it might be 
proper to adopt. But in the very ſetting out of the bill, there 
was an evident departure from, and contradiction of the riot- 
at. The riot- act ſtatedy that if twelve or more pertons, rio- 
touſly, tumultuouſly, and untawfully atfembled, and refuſed 


to diſperſe, &c. but this act (tated, if perſons, to the number 


of twelve or more, -riotouſly, tumultuoully, or unlawfully af- 
ſembled The former was copulative ;z the latter disjunctive; 
and the difference was, that if coming within any one of the 
deſcriptions tumultuous, riotous, 2+ unlawful, felony would 
enſue, though in England, to conſtitute the crime, each muſt 
be alledged. And when there was a deviation from the riot- 
act, he was very forty to find it was not one founded it mild- 
neſs and mercy, but one founded in ſeverity. Another differ- 
ence from the riot-aQ was, that in England the proclamation is 


obliged to be read; but by this bill, nothing more was re- 


quired of the magiſtrate than to command the 1ioters to diſ- 
perſe in the King's name. If they did nat difperſe in one hour 


death was the conſequence, and this he conſidered as putting 


an hour glaſs in the hand of time, to run a race againſt the 
lives of the people; and this was certainly a gre:t objection. 
Another objection was, that if a magiſtrate was ſtopped, when 


reparing to the place of riot, the perton who ſtopped him would 


be guilty of felony 3 that was, though the magiſtrate was re- 
ſorting to an unlawtul place, the perion who obſtructed him 
ſhould be deemed to merit death. And if the perſons did not 
diſperſe, if the magiſtrate was interrupted, the reckoning of 
time Was to commence from the moment of his obſtruction z 
and ſhould they continue one hour they would be guilty of fe- 
lony, and incur the puniſhment of death; that is, the intercep- 
tion of a magiſtrate, at a diſtance in this kingdom, was to be 
tantamount co the reading of a proclamation on the ſpot in 
England, This he thought one of the teverelt clauſes that was 
ever brought forward, or ever adopted. But even though this 
had been premiſed of the Engliſh riot- act, the meaſure of their 


ſeve:ity ſhould not be a meaſure for the legiſlation of the Houſes 


if it ſhould, it would be bad in principle, and worle in prac- 
tice. Another clauſe of the bill made it felony to write, print, 
publiſh, ſend, or carry any meſſage, letter or notice, tending 


to excite inſurreQion—thac is, that a man who {hall write or 


Print any letter or notice, {hall be guilty of whar—of telony ! 
Like the Draconian laws, this bill had blood ! blood !—felo- 
ny ! felony ! felony! in every period and in every ſentence. 


Now had this bill been law for ſome time paſt, what would be. 


the ſituation of every man who printed a newſpaper for nine 
months paſt ? What would be the ſituation of every man who 


had written upon the ſubject of tithes? for as the fight of the 
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clergy to tithes is acknowledged to be founded in law, and as 

the papers and writers have argued againſt them, what would be 
the conſequence ? who could cell how their conduct might be 
conſtrued in a court of law? or whether they might not be 
adjudged guilty of felony ? But he Would not aſk who would 
be guilty under ſuch a law but he would aſk who would nct 
be guilty ? A perpetual mutiny-bill had been once the law of 
the land, and yet gentlemen both ſpoke and wrote again(? it as 
dangerous, unconſtitutional, and beyond the pawer of parh3- 
ment to ſanction. Had this bill been then law, they would 
have all been guilty of felony, and ſuffer death. Who could 
tell in what manner the words tending to excite diſturbance 
mighe be interpreted? The clauſe, teſpecting the taking of 
arms, and ammunition, or money to purchaſe them, be ob- 
ſerved to bear a ſimilarity to the white-boy act; but the white- 
boy act was more guarded. He then looked to the clauſe that 
reſpeQed the proſtrating places of public worſhip, and was te- 
markably pointed and ſevere upon it. He conſidered it as caſt- 
ing a ſtain of impiety on the whole nation, and enjoining the 
magiſtrates to commit that very act of violence which is puniſb- 
ed with death in the peafantry, It was a revival of the penal 
laws, and that in the moſt dangerous and exceptionable part.— 
He called upon gentlemen. to conſider, that they had no charge 
againſt the catholics to warrant this meaſure ; to conſider, that 
they had not ſo much as cauſe for ſuſpicion of them to conſi- 
der if they were a pbpiſh peaſantry, they were actuated by no 
popiſh motive ; to conſider, that public thanks had been res 
turned to the principal perſon of the catholic religion in this 
country, for his manly exertions to maintain the public peace, 
and to protect the rights of the eſtabliſhed clergy ; and 
thought, if there was any thing facred or binding in religion, 
it would operate ſucceſsfully againft the preſent meaſure ; for 
it would caſt a ſtigma on the proteſtant religion. 

He had heard, he ſaid, of tranſgreſſors being dragged from 
the ſanctuary, but he never heard of the ſanctuary being de- 
mohſhed. It went ſo far as to hold out the laws as a ſanction 
to facrilege:—If the Roman Catholics were of a different reli- 
gion, yet they have one common God, and one common Saviour 
with gentlemen themſelves, and ſurely the god of the protel- 
tant temple, was the god of the catholic temple. What then 
does the clauſe enact ? that the magiſtrate ſhall pull down the 
temple of his god—and if it is rebuilt, and as often as it is te- 
built for three years, he ſha!l again proftrate it, and ſo proceed 
in a repetition of his abominations, and thus ftab the criminal 
through the ſides of his God! a new idea indeed! But this 
was not all, — — was to ſell by auction the altar of 
the divinity to pay for the ſacrilege that had been committed on 
bis houſe. By preventing the chapel from being erected, he 


19874 rr 133 


contended-that we muft prohibit the exerciſe of religion for 
three years, and that to remedy diſturbance we reforted to 
irreligion, and endeavoured to eſtablſiſh it by act of parliament, 
A commiſſion of the peace might fall into the hands of a cler- 
gyman, and this clauſe firſt occaſion him to preclude the prac- 
tice of religion for three years, then involve him in vile abo- 
minations, and afterwards he miſt preach peace upon earth and 
good will towards men. The clauſe re ſpecting the obſtructions 
of tithes he then made fome obſervations upop. He did not 
know how far it might be proper to go into the queſtion of tithes, 
he conceived it would not be proper at all, if not generally, 
But fince the clergy bad with ſuch ability ſhewn their right to 
tithes by che and civil law, and that a refiftarſce to the 
collection of that property under the laws was impröper, the 
| Houte would find ittelf in a ſtrange predicament for its own 
vote of agiſtment. If tithes were legal, the Houſe by that vote 
certainly deprived- the clergy of a great part of them. He 
wiſhed to have the clergy ſupported, he thought the dignity 
of the country required it, but as to making new laws for the 
- purpoſe, he thought that part of another buſineſs. Perpetui- 
ty was another principle of the bill, and apother objection to 
it. Would any man ſay that the cocrcion which might be ne- 
ceſſary from the turbulence of one period would be requiſite at 
all future times! Was it to be handed down an inheritance to 
poſterity ? Would they tel} the provinces cf Ulſter, Leinſter, 
and Connaught, that they would reward their tranquility in 
the ſame manner they did the turbulence in the South? Was 
it to deſcend from the fathers to the Ehildren, as a kind of ori- 
ginal fin, and death, and felony to be ſpread in every quar- 
ter? It was a fixed principle that the puniſhment ſhould bear a 
proportion to the crime, but it was not attended to in the bill. 
* Would any man ſay that a man ought to be puniſhed wich 
death for writing, or influencing perſons, he would fay, by 
threats or otherwiſe? He wilbed, if potiible,, to confine the 
operation of the bill to the offending counties, and contended 
that if the bill was to paſs in its preſent ſtate (but that he be- 
le ved to be impoſſible) he wouid venture to pronounce that 
It would be abſolutely ineffectual, for the crime would be ,over- 
ſhot, and the feelings of humanity would revolt at the puniſh- 
ment: it would indeed be the triumph of the criminal and the 
ſtigma of the laws. And upon the very ſame principle, the re- 
ſtoration of order, chat he approved coercion, he condemned 
therefore, the principle of this bill. He concluded with de- 
firing to know, ,whether.it, was meant to preſs the bill with all 
its clauſes? whether it was intended to ſubmit it to alteration ? 
Alf the former he would oppoſe it in the firſt inſtance; if the 
latter, if his alterations were acceded to, he would, vote for 
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The ArTornty GEN PRAI.— If it had not been for the 
laſt words of the right honourable gentleman, I ſhonld have 
ſuppoſed we were in the committee upon this bill ; for every 
objection that has been offered would have come properly in 
the committee,. though here they are out of place. 

The right honourable gentleman candidly acknowledges that 
eoercion, is neceſſary, and that if gentlemen on that ſide of the 
Houſe cannot point out more effectual means than the bill 
offers to remedy the diſgraceful outrazes in the South, they 
are bound to accept of it. Now, the right honourable gen- 
tleman only propoſes one alteration of the common law, and 
that is, to make miſdemeanors not bailable; but I will never 


agree to ſuch an attack on the common law; that would be an 


innovation dangerous indeed. 
The right honourable gentleman has pointed out, in the firſt 


clauſe, a difference from the Engliſh riot-act; but if he had 


raken pains to look quite through the bill, he would have found 
that the word , being in the place of the word and, is but a 
elerical error, though I can tell him, that an affembly which is 
unlawful and tumultuous is riotous, and an aſſembly which is 
riotous is a tumultuous aſſembly : ſo that the difference ariſing 
from the clerical error is very little, it any at all. 8 
The right honourable gentleman objects, that in the bill the 


oclamation is omitted. This IL did upon the beſt information, 
after inquiry with regard to England. I am well aſſured that 


when riots have happened in that kingdom, and magiſtrates 
have attempted ta read the proclamation, they have been driven 
away by the mobs, or have been in danger of having their 
brains beaten out. Beſides, there has often been great difficult y 
to prove that it was read word for word. However, if gentle- 
men ſhall think it neceſſary to adopt it here, I ſball not give 
them any oppoſition. ; 


Another objection is that the magiſtrates in England are al- 


lowed a'diſcretion as to reading the proclamation—here they 
are to be allowed none. Now, I deny they are allowed 


| 1 a difcretion in England; on the contrary, they are bound 


- 


to read it; and to prove this, if the right honourable gentle- 


man has any doubts, he will find that Kennett, Mayor of 
London, was proſecuted and convicted for not reading the pro- 

„„ So a 1 
Another objection is that obſtructing the magiſtrate is not 
felony in England, but is made felony here. However, I 

aſſure the right honourable gentleman that this is a literal tran(- 
cript of the Engliſh law, fave only that às the proclamation is 
omitted, it was neceſſary to ſay, *obſtraQting magiſtrates in 


diſperſing, or going to dif] perſe, &c. &c. | 
The right honourable” gentleman aſks, are we to enact a riot 


act becauſe England has one? Now, 1 will put it tohis own 
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breaſt, is a riot act leſs neceſſary here than in England ? Are 
ſtrong laws leſs neceſſary here than in England? Will he fay, 
that thofe mobs which have done ſuch infinite miſchief, that 
many years will not remedy, do not require as ſtrong a hand to 
govern them as the people of England do? | 
The right honourable gentleman has ſaid, that puniſhments 
ſhould be proportioned to crimes. Now I defire to know, 
whether the crime of ſtealing a ſheep, which is felony, is 
equal to that of going round the whole country adminiſtering 
oaths to rob a whole deſcription of men of their property? or 
will he ſay, that there can be crimes of more miſchievous ten- 
dency than the barbarous cruelties which have diſgraced and 
ſtigmatiſed the country. 


Paſting up notices, &c. is made capital, and juſtly ſo; for 
nothing can have a more deſtructive tendency. This will he 
manifeſt from one device I ſhall juſt mention. A poſt- office 
was opened between Mallow and Cork for circulating notices 
of the riots, and through it all their intelligence went. How- 


ever, I am ready to admit that the purport of the papers cir- 


culated ſhould be known to the perſon circulating them to con- 
ſtitute a crime. 


I am now come to the clauſe which, vpon the firſt reading, 
drew forth ſuch a ſtring of fevefiſh epithets from ſome. honour- - 


able gentlemen the clauſe directing magiſtrates to demoliſh 
maſs-houſes at which combinations ſhall be formed, or un- 
lawful oaths adminiſtered. Sir, I am as- unwilling. as any 
man to aboliſh Chriſtianity z. for I know if religion is aboliſhed, 
there is no longer any tie over the minds'of men. I am unwil- 
ling as the right honourable gentleman to ſtab them through the 
tides of their god; but if they will make their places of wor- 
ſhip places of combination, they ſhould be proftrated—jf they 
will pervert them to the vileſt purpoſes, they ought to be de- 
moliſhed. However, though I ſhould not preſs this clauſe, 1 
am glad it has appeared in print; it will ſhew the bulk of the 
people what they are likely to draw upon themſelves, by per- 
verting their places of worſhip; and it, will rouſe thoſe who 
are moſt intereſted in their preſervation to exert themſelves for 
the prevention of combinations, and adminiſtering of unlaw- 
ful oaths in them, Nor can I give up-the principle on which 
the clauſe is founded; for we are told, from the higheſt au- 
thority, that when the temple had become a den of thieves 
the doors therefore were ſhut. Beſides, I have known this 
very puniſhment inflicted in catholic countries, and have 


actually ſeen churches ſhut up by an order of the King of 


France, for offences of a political nature; however, I ſhall 
not preſs the clauſe, being convinced, that, by appearing in 
print it has anſwered the purpoſe intended. | 

As to the Roman Catholic body no man has a higher reſpect 
for the worthy part of them than I. I have a high reſpect, in- 


is; 
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deed, for the gentleman that has been alluded to. I know he 
ſtood forward in the moſt honourable and manly way to ſup. 
preſs outrage and diforder, and for ſo doing I think him defery- 
ing of zpplauſe ; but the gentry, for whoſe peruſal I particy- 
larly intended the clauſe, are that ruinous fet of men called 
middle men, who ſtand between the inheritor and occupier of 
the land, to the injury of both, and who I know, for their own 
baſe purpoſes, abetted outrages. 

The right honourable gentleman wiſhes to have the opera- 
tion of the bill confined to the South. I own ut is an odd idea 
to make a partial law ; but if we did, I fear the gentlemen of 
the North would be but little obbged to us. It would be 


offering a premium to rioters to emigrate to that part of the 


kingdom, which would ſoon be deprived of the honour of 
boaſting its tranquillity. Another objection as to its being per- 
petual; but I will not preſume to preſs any thing that I offer 
on this occaſion, farther than ſhall be agreeable to the Houſe; 
on the contrary, I ſhall be extremely obliged to every gentleman 
that will aſſiſt me to improve it. I think the principle and 
neceſſity of the bill being admitted, there is no danger of our 
diſagreeing about forms, . 

I know that my right honourable friend is as great an enemy 
to rioters as I am. 1 know fo the weight and authority of 
his name; and therefore I am anxious to obtain his ſupport fer 
the bill. On this account I am ready to meet him as far as pol- 
fible, and to requeſt his aid and atliſtance. 


Mr.Stewar, Mr. STzwaxT (of Killymoon) declared he would go every 


conſtitutional length to prevent any kind of riots or tumultuous 
meetings; but in his opinion the bill now read tended to ex- 
tend ke undue influence of the Crown, and he would not 
heſitate to declare, that the principles it contained were tyran- 
nical, ſanguinary, and unconſtitutional. He aſked why 2 
committee of inquiry had not been inſtituted in order to trace 
the cauſes of theſe riſings, and to endeavour; if poſſible, to 
point out a remedy for them ? He lamented this the more, 
becauſe he was confident that the inquiry would prove highly 
honourable to the clergy of the eftabliſhed church. He ſaid 
the clauſe making it felony for twelve men or more, who did 
not diſperſe at the command of a magiſtrate, might be turned 
to the worſt of purpoſes, for a meeting aſſembled, perhaps, 


to addreſs their ſovereign, or their repreſentatives, on any 


conſtitutional point, might be commanded to diſperſe by ſome 
penſioned magiſtrate, and the very inſolente of the magiltrate 
might create a tumult. He here quoted the opinion of Mr. 
Juitice Blackſtone, 'who declared, that notwithſtanding the 
ſeveral acts that paſſed favourable to the liberty of the ſubject at 
the time of the tevdlution, ſuch as the act of ſettlement and the 
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bill of rights, | yet by the paſſing ſince that pericd the riot act, 


and that annual expedient, the act for providing for a ſtanding 
army, the Crown has gained as much by influence as it had loſt 
of its prerogative, | 


Mr. Kearney ſaid that he was ſure they agreed in one 


; thing, the neceſlity of doing ſomething which ſhould effeQually 


flop the horrid outrages in the ſouthern parts of Ireland, but 

＋ not think that the bill would anſwer the purpoſes, nor 
could he be reconciled to our adopting the Engliſh riot- act, as 
multiplying capital puniſhments that in his opinion the princi- 
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pal Ong wanting was to find ſome method of rendering proſe- 


cutions for outrages committed, and illegal combinations ente: - 
cd into, more frequent and more effectual ; and that he thought 


3 the barony or diſtrict, where any ſhould for the 


future take place, and no proſecution be carried on, to a dou- 
ble proportion of the county rates, might have 3 good effect. 


Sir Henxvy CaveNpÞisn faid as the neceſſity of the ſtate 
had called for iv he thought the remedy now propoſed the 
only effetukl one, and therefore he would ſupport it. Every 
man who bears allegiance to the King is entitled to protection, 


Sir Henry 
Cavendifh. 


and if the laws are not ſufficient to afford that proteQion which 


is due to the clergy, they maſt be firengthened. Notwith- 
ſtanding what had been faid of the riot act, he would take his 


opinion of that ad from England, where every gentleman with 


whom he had ever converſed, let his partiamentary language 
be what it would, joined ip private to approve it ; he therefore 
withedy- for the peace and proſperity of this country, to have 
it enacted here. One word he would tay as to the dues of the 


clergy—he thought whatever concerned them ſhould be provid- 


ed for in a bill by itſelf, and not be blended with a riot- a4. 

As to quotations from Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone, he paid no 
great regard to them; he had known that gentleman on his 
legs for hours delivering opinions very different from what he 


| had afterwards read in his book; indeed it had been obſerved 


that his ſpeech, ſupported by a majority, had much outdone 
his dotrine. 1 8 N 


Sir Francis HuTcHINsoN ſaid though he thought there 
were ſome bad clauſes in the bill, yet as its eſſential part tended 
to ſupprets riots, which the laws now in force had not been 
ſufficient to ſuppreſs, he muſt vote for the committal; that the 
common law was doubtful on that ſubje&, appeared from what 
thoſe great lawyers, Hale and Holt had ſaid, viz. the former 


Nat the killing of a rioter by a ſheriff or juſtice of peace, &c. 
when he will reſiſt an arreſt /cems to be no felony at common 
law, and the latter that the books are ob/cure in defining a 


riot. 


> 


Sir Francis 
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That on account of this imperfection in the common law, 
the Engliſh had, on various emergencies of the ſtate, enacted 
riot acts, viz, temporary ones in Edward 6th, Queen Mary's, 
and Queen Elizabeth's reigns, and a perpetual one foon after 


the acceſſion of George uſt, all of them occaſioned by in- 


© ſurreQions, That in a few months after the laſt Britiſh aQ, 


Me. Dunn. 


- That other free countri 


the Iriſh Commons paſſed heads of a fimilar.riot-bill, which 
never came back from England, becaufe the Scotch rebellion 
was immediately after completely extinguiſhed. At the be- 
ginning of the King's acceſſion, Munſter inſurrections made 
the white-boy riot act (now near its expiration) neceſſary; 
and in 1772 another riot act was paſſed againſt Northern 
inſurgents, 1 

It was remarkable it did not appear from the journals, that 
one of all thoſe Engliſh or Irith riot acts, had occaſioned a di- 
viſion in parliament, and it was well known what enemies to 
paſſive obedience thofe partiaments were which paſſed the riot 
acts of King George. * | 
ies, as Rome when a republic, and 
Sweden when freeſt, had enaQted ſevere laws againſt riots ; 
that the clauſe of this bill, pulling down popiſh chapels, was 
very improper, and much wy mg by many of the clergy 
of the eſtabliſned church in Munſter, and he could ſay, by 
ſome of the very higheſt rank of that order, who were aware 
what a loſs it would be, if the lower claſs of people were to 
remain for any time deprived of places of public worſhip, where 
their prieſts caught them morality and virtue. 5 


Mr. Dunn faid that when the right bonourable gentleman 


introduced his reſolution, on which the preſent bill is founded, 


he then inveighed moſt ſeverely ms the magiftrates of the 
county of Cork, for their ſhameful neglect of duty, and that 
it was principally owing to their ſupineneſs that the diſorders 
roſe to ſo conſiderable a height. He ſaid at that time, that 
one of, the objects of his intended bill ſhould be to render the 
magiſtrates more reſpeQable z and now he brings forward a 
moiety of a plan without producing the whole; the preſent 
bill, inſtead of reprobating theſe magiſtrates, inveſts the very 


men of whom he complained with an extenſion of powers, 


He faid the conduct of government with reſpect to the riots, 
was condemned by all deſcriptions of perſons except by the 
rioters themſelves. He aſked where was the oſtenſible miniſter 
of the country at that time? was he here to adopt effectual 
meaſuresto ſuppreſs them? No, he was at ſome foreign Spa 
recruiting his health; and he here obſerved, that if the right 

honourable gentleman's ſtate of health prevented him from 
diſcharging the duties of his office, he ought. to give it up; 
He aſked if the principal law officer of the crown was hete a 
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the time, in order to aſſiſt government with his advice. in caſes 
of exigency? was he here? No, he was alſo abroad. From 
the conduct of adminiſtration, it appeared to him as if govern- 
ment had it in view to eſtabliſh a ſimilar ſyſtem through this 


country, as the one eſtabliſhed in the metropolis, where they 


have reduced its magiſtrates to a degrading ſtate of court - de- 


pendence. The right honourable gentleman has not anſwered: _ 


the queſtion aſked by his right honourable friend. Mr. Grattan] 
whether he intended to bring forward any, or what; more bills 
on the ſubject. The bill now read cannot be called a remedial 
bill. A remedial law goes to know the full extent of the 
grievance, and then provides a remedy, but this js to all intents 


and purpoleFa riot act. The riot act in England was a mea- 


ſure of neceſſity, it paſſed in che year 1715, at a time when 
the friends of the houſe of Hanover ſtood on tottering ground, 
when there were riſings in ſeveral parts of, the country, parti- 


cularly in Staffordſhire, where the effigy of King William was 


burnt ; and at a time when there was a rebellion actually exiſt- 
ing in Scotland 3 it was under ſuch violent circumſtances as 
theſe, that this ſhock was given to the conſtitution. Such an act 
as the preſent would be a perpetual augmentation of the powet 
of the Crown, and ſubverſive of the liberties of the people; 
we are to be bound hand and feet by a general police bill, when 
nota finger can wag, nor. a mouth be opened, without its 
being liable to be conſtrued into a riotous and illegal pro- 
ceeding. He ſaid it had the appearance as if adminiſtration 
wanted to pave the way to a union, firſt by getting into their 
power the metropolis of the kingdom, and next by attaching 
certain great men of this. country to the intereſt of Great Bri- 
tain, by tome of them being created Britiſh peers, and others 
being called to a ſeat at the Englith Privy Council Board. 
On the ſubjeQ of a union he would decline ſaying any thing, 
but a ſubje& of that nature ſhould certainly be not entered on 
whilſt this country was under reſtraint. He ſaid he did not 
imagine at the time the right honaurable gentleman got leave to 
bring in a bill, that he could produce ſuch a monſter; for ſuch 
a bill was never introduced into an aſſembly, ſince the days of 
Draco ; he would therefore give his moſt decided negative to 
the bill being committed, 55 | 


; Mr. Tek ven ſaid he. had 3 down like other gentlemen, Mir. Trenck. 


with his mind occupied with the bill, but was very happy to 
lind there was no occaſion for debating it. Of the two clauſes 
he judged exceptionable, one was intended to be totally with- 
drawn, the other to be modified, 0" +, 
He would not have riſen, but from a charge of negligence of 
adminiſtration from the abſence of three of the principal mem- 


bers, It was the geatlemen of the King and Queen's County. 
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that really. prevented this fooliſh contagion from over- running 
the kingdom; and as a magiſtrate concerned, as a witneis, not 

an advocate, he could declare adminiſtration bad afforded every 
effectual aid, and made every. poſſible exertion. 


Sir Richard Sir Rich aa Musen ave ſuid he roſe but to make a ſhort 

Muigiave. geclaration—Govetament had been aceuſed of ſupineneſs; he 
thought, unjuſtly. In the laſt year he had ſerved the office of 
high ſheriff in the county of Waterford,” and had received from 
. een the moſt. effectual aſſiſtance in the execution of his 
duty for the preſervation of the public peace. 


Mr. Browr- Mr. Ba OwNLOoW.— When gentlemen on both ſides agree 
*. that the fituation of the country is ſuch as to require the moſt 
- effetual weans for the reſtoration of xcanquility, I muſt com- 
mend the officers of the crown for adopting decided meaſures, 
As far as my ſupport is of any ere ee, they ſhall have it. 
1 do not ſay that if I was now to decide upon the bill as it 
ſtands, that I would vote for it ; but as the right honourable 
mover has fairly conſented to give up any objectionable part, 
Lam ready to go into a committee upon the bill, convinced 
chat we cannot better ſerve the intereſt of the country, than 
15 r our efforts to reſtore peace, good order, and in- 
Mfr. Brooke. Mr. Ba oO (of Donegal). As 4 friend to peace and 
good order, I give my ſupport to the bill z eſpecially as the 
ight honourable gentleman who propoſes it bas agreed to ex- 
punge the obnhoxious clauſes. | | 
Ir. Oriith. Mr. Galrrirn faid he was ready to acknowledge that the 
bill, in its preſent form, had raiſed in his mind a very codfider- 
able degree of + that feveriſh tendency, ſymptoms of which 
had likewiſe been remarked in other members. It was his de- 
termination, when he came down'to the Houſe, not only to 
have vegatived the committal of the bill, but likewiſe to have 
moved, That the clauſe authorifing magiſtrates to pull down 
waſs-houſes, ſhould be burned by the hands of the common 
kangman ;” and ſure he was that the Houſe would much ſoonet 
have reſigned it to ſo deſerved afate, than have ſuffered it to 
paſs into a law, That the clauſe was, however, now with- 
_ drawn, aod the right honourable gentleman who introduced 
the bitl had pledged himſelf to givg up every part of it which, 
upon a fair and full diſcuſſion, ſhould be found exceptionable, 
and he had even promiſed to admit avy new regulation which 
ſhould be found more adequate to the purpoſe of 3 
A ublic tranguilicy. After tuch a declaration che Houle would 
fairly at 1fſue'in the committee, as if no ſuch bill exiſted. 
Unanimity on ſuch occaſions, was neceſſary to enſure Taccels, | 
He ſhould not, thercfoie, oppoſe the committal of the bill, 28 


— 
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the fair and candid manner in which the learned gentleman had 
behaved, called for a like conduct from that ſide of the 
Houſe. | r 8 555 

The ATToxney GEN NAIL here explained, that he by The Attor- 
no means relinquiſhed the principle of the clauſe patticularly ney Ceneral. 
. objeted to He thought it extremely juſt if popiſh meeting- | 
houſes were made places of combination, to'rob the proteſtant 
clergy, tirey ought to be proſtrated However he would not 
preſs the cauſe, himſelf being defirous of unanimity z' but he 
never would forego the opinion he entertained of the juſtneſs 
of its principle. 34 OGag 1 5 | 


Mr. MicHAEL SMiTH ſaid he wo 


ſaid he would oppoſe the bill upon Mr. Aicha 
two grounds —- firſt, that it'multiplies to a degree that makes Smith 
human nature ſhudder, the code of capital offences alteady too opoſet the 
great. Secondly, that it contains a riot act. He ſaid he felt a FR 
conviction in his on mind, that it would have been perfectly 
coincident with the digatty of pafliament to have cauſed ſome 
enquiry to be made before they had reſolved to crimſon with 
blood, of diſgrace with a riet act, the ſtatute book of the 
kingdom. If the ſceptre was ſhaking in the monarch's hand, 
| or the diadem trembling on his head, as in the year 1715. 

there might be then ſome cauſe for a riot act; but he thanked 
God there was no cauſe now.—If the tumults were of ſuch a 
nature as made it neceſſary to ſharpen the edge of the law, 
vigorous but moderate meaſures would be allowable ; but here 
the puniſhments were ſo immodetatè, fo diſpro ortioned to the 
offences, that their too great ſeverity would i hy 5 impunity to. 
offenders, for in ſimilar caſes the. hamanity of juries ever in- 
Was... LES. - 3 | | 

Before the paſſing of the 17 in England— that wiſe. 
dation that people regardful of liberty, inſtituted a com- 
mittee to enquire into the cauſes of the riots which then exiſted 2 
ought not we to follow the example; or are we doomed blindly 
to ſurrender liberty we know nat why? © - + - 

An outery has been raiſed; that the chuteh of Ireland is in 
danger—He believed no ſuch thing—God forbid it ſhould He 
was ready to defend it with every power of his mind and 
body, even unto death. But there really exiſted no pretence 
for ſuch an apprehenſion, He did not mean to ſay that they 
were not worthy perſons paid wes raed but he feared 
that in ſome Bae the warmth of their reſentments might have 
prevented their liſtening to the diQates of their own reaſon and 
by, W 

Mr. Gax DIN EN (aid he thought it proper firſt to coerce the Mr. Garii- 
peaſar cy. and then when brought to obedience, to deliberate net. 
meaus for their relief. He was glad the clauſe reſpeQing | 


[ 


. 
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Roman Catholics was relinquiſhed, as he had a petition from 
many reſpectable gentlemen of that perſuaſion to preſent againli 
it. He was happy he had not now occaſion to do ſo. | 


Mr. Cox Ax ſaid he had come to the Houſe imprefſed with . 
the inſignificant figure to which the Houſe was reduced in the 
caurſe-of this buſineis. A committee had been appointed to 
conſider. the great ſubject they met, but not to enquire. into 
the real ſtate of the country, but blindly to accede to a reſo- 
tution propoſed, without hearing one fingle evidence of any 
fact — we ate now, ſaid he, called upon to treat this kingdom 
as if it were in actual rebellion, and to add a new lift to the 
catalogue of. capital puniſhments z if we are reduced to the 


' - neceſſity of adding oppreſſion to miferv, and that we muſt 


"condemn the wretched pealantry of this country unheard, the 
more blindly we are driven forward the better Our degradz- 
tion ought to be matter of conſolation to us, as it muſt he of 
exciſe, He would, however, he faid, beſcech the Houſe to 
conſider the danger  ntalthel in the principle of the bill, be- 
fore they ſuffered it to go into a committec. He then went 
Into a view of the ſtate of irelaud previous to and ſubſcquent 
to 1782. In the former period, treated as 4 conquered coun- 
tty by Great Britain, cramped in her induftry by her jealouſy, 
bound by laws to which we never aſſented, kept in a ſtare cf 
weakneſs unable to reſent by the diviſions arfully fomented 
among us; our peaſantry reduced to the moſt abject milery, 
out employments of every deſcription beſtowed upon ſtrangem, 
our nobles paid without being truſted; the kingdom, of con- 
ſequence, weak, idle, ignorant and hicentious, and alt this be 
attributed to the civil and religious ditunion among the people. 
He then proceeded to the, change ſince 1780 — The encreate of 
knowledze, of induſtry, the emancipaxion from unconſtitutional 
power, and the happy cftape from religious intolerance, the 
admiſſion of our Catholic brethren to the national rights of 
ſellow ſubjects and fellow chriſtians. He then contraſted the 
former weakneſs of a divided people, with the ſtate of 
frength and refpe& to which Ireland had advanced by her 
unanimity in the laſt war. When, faid he, England left you 
to guard yourſelves, the ſpirit of a people, then happily united, 
fent into the field an army of citizens, witnout diſtihction of 
ſects of tenets, and united in the common and glorious cauſe 
of defending their country. Tour enemies were diſmayed; 
and Europe faw us ftart from a fleep of centuries, and teclaim 
that ſtation Which we fo long had relinquiſhed in the'ſcale of 
nations. e 


He then proceeded to ſtate more particularly the preſent fitu- 


- - "atron of this country. The people too much ruiſed by à con- 


fewuſrels of their fixengih and conſequence to be propes ob- 
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jects of fo ſanguinary a code as that now propoſed. He ob- 
ſerved on the general effect of ſevere laws; the overſtrained 
ſeverity of a law, ſaid he, amounts univerſally to the impunity 
of the offender, for every good and ſocial principle in the heart 
of man is an obſtruction to its execution.—The witneſs, the 
jury, the judge concur by every practicable artifice to ſave 
the wretch from a puniſhment inadequate to his crime. On 
general principles therefore, he ſaid, he would oppoſe the 
principle of a bill that was written in blood. But the general 
principle received double ftrength from the circumſtances of 
the time. The diſturbances of the South were not only ex- 
azzerated beyond the truth, by every miſrepreſentation of 
artful malignity, but were held up to the public mind in fo 
filly or ſo wicked a point of view, as to make it impoſſible 
for parliament to proceed, without the moſt imminent danger 
of ſacrificing every advantage we have acquired. And here, 
ſaid hv, let me advert for a moment to the ſtate of our ecclefi- 
aſlical policy for centuries paſt, 

The church of Ireland has been in the hands of ſtrangers, 
advanced to the mitre, not tor their virtues or their knowledge, 
but quartered upon this country, through their own ſervility 
or the caprice of their benefactors, inclined naturally to op- 
preſs us, to hate us, and to defame us; while the real duties” 


of our religion have been performed by our own native clergy, 


who, with all the finer feelings of gentlemen and ſcholars, 
bave been obliged to do the drudgery of their profeſſion for 
forty or at rol” fifty pounds a year z without the means of 
being liberal, from their poverty, and without the hope of 
advancing themſelves by their learning or their virtues, in a 
country where preferment was notoriouſly not to be attained 
by either. On this ground he vindicated the great body of the 


native acting clergy of Ireland, from any . eee becauſe 


of the ſmall progreſs which proteſtantiſm had made among us. 
The pride of epiſcopacy, and the low ſtate to which our mi- 
niſters of the goſpel were reduced, abundantly accounted for 
it, Their diſtreſſes and oppreſſion, he ſaid, were the real ob- 
jects of parliamentary conſideration; and we could not inter- 
ſere in the manner now propoſed,- without expoſing them to 
the moſt iminent danger. 

He then adverted to the nature of the diſturbances in the 
South. He could not juſtify theſe outrages; they ought to be 
puniſhed, but we ought not to forget that we had ourſelves ex- 
preſsly admitted that they had proceeded from the ſupineneſs 
of magiſtrates and the oppreſſion of landlords. But now, he 
id, an act like this would be a proclamation of a religious 
war in the kingdom. A publication had been induſtriouſly 
GrcuJated through a number of editions, ſtating that a ſcheme 

Vor. VII. | dE: fs 1 
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was formed between the catholics and the preſbyterians, fot 
the ſubverſion of the eſtabliſhed religion and conſtitution; and 
the former were gravely informed that their religion abſol ved 
them from all tie of allegiance to the ſtate, or obſervance of 
theit oaths. And this he ſaid was not the opinion pronounced 
upon light authority, it was the deliberate aſſertion of a re- 
v. rend prelate, whoſe judgment on one of the abſtruſeſt points 
of our common law, had been oppoſed and with ſucceſs to 
that of our venerable chancellor, who was perhaps the ableſt 
common lawyer in either kingdom, except only thoſe gentle- 
men who were not of the profeſſion; he then examined the 
Juſtice of the learned author's publication, which he condemned 
as founded on illiberality and miſtepreſentation, and tending 
to obſtruQ the advancement of our re{igion, and to annihilate 
the proviſion of the eſtabliſhed clergy z and tending alſo mani- 
feſtly to revive the diſſentions, from which we had to recently 
emerged, and to plunge us into the harbariſm from which we 
were emerging, or perhaps to imbrue us in the bloodſhed of a 
religious war. | 
He ſaid that however the public may excuſe the effects of 
miſtaken zeal in the reverend writer, this Houſe would be de- 
graded below itſelf, if it would adopt ſo filly an intolerance, 
or ſo abject a panic. He ſaid that this law would render the 
eſtabliſhed church odious to the Ebuntry, and of courſe, pre- 
vent the progteſs of the eſtabliſhed religion; that it would ex- 
poſe the maintenance of the great body of the clergy, to be 
ſtripped of the ſcanty pittance to which the cruelly unequal 
diſtribution of church revenues had confined [them that it 
would involve us in all the horrors of religious war; would v 
throw us back into the miſeries of a weak, a licentious and 
a divided people; it would be a repeal of the acts which our 
wiſdom had made in favour of our catholic brethren, in ad- 
mitting them to the natural rights of fellow ſubjetts and fellow 
Chriſtians. He therefore thought himſelf bound as a man 
anxious for the rights of the country, for its peace, its reli- 
gion, and its morals, to vote againſt the committing the bill, 


Mr. Moore, Mr. Moon ſpoke to the queſtion, and amongf other things 
attribnted the miſeries of the lower claſs to the ambitious po- 
verty of the intermediate landlords, + 


The Secre= The SeEckETAtY OF STATE declared that the Houſe was 

| * of 1 bound from a regard to its own conſiſtency to commit this 
rie bill © bill—That the Houſe had unanimouſly agreed to the reſolu- 
tion of the committee of the whole Houte, importing that it 

was indiſpenſably neceſſary to bring in ſuch a bill, and that if 

entlemen had thought any previous enquiry ncceſſary, it 

would have preceded that reſolution. But what were they to 

Enquire into ?—Whether outrages, the moit enormous and 


— 
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alarming, had diſturbed and diſgraced every county in the pro- 


vince of Munfter?—Every man acknowledged it. Would 
you then call the inſurgents to your bar to hear them plead in 
mitigation of the various treaſons, murders, felonies and riots 
by them committed? — To know what induced them to dig 
graves, erect gibbets, torture proQtors, drive your clergy 
from their al odes, beſiege ſome houſes, burn others, and to 
take the making and executing law into their own hands! He 
thought this unneceſſary in reſpect to the objections made to 
the ſeverity of the bill. He ſaid it appeared to him to be a 
law of mercy, not only to our peaceable fellow ſubjects, but 
to theſe deluded inſurgents themſelves, who by this decifive 


denunciation of legiſlative reſentment would be deterred from 


theſe crimes by which they now expoſe their lives and liberties, 
and diſable themſelves from exercifing their induſtry for the 
ſupport of their families. | | T 

He ſaid, however, that there was one part of the bill relat- 
ing to the pulling down maſs-houſes, which he was happy to 
find that the right honourable gentleman had waved, as he 


could not have concurred in it. As to what had been ſaid in 


print, that theſe inſurtections had ariſen from a popitſh conſpira- 


cy, he declared he not only did not believe it, but in ſome 
places he could ſay he knew it not to be true; and affirmed that 
the inſurgents had deprived the Roman Catholic clerzy of one 
half of their income; and in reſpect to the book of a right 
reverend prelaze, though he differed from him in ſome of his 
opinions, he thought highly of his ability and upright inten- 


tions, and thought our clergy were much indebted to him. 
He then adyerted to the bill, defired gentlemen would recollect 


that theſe inſurrections had infeſted this kingdom at different 


periods for the. laſt rwenty-ſeven years; that by looking into 


the preamble of the act of the 15th and 16th of his preſent 
Majeſty, the offences there enumerated were preciſely the 
ſame with thoſe mentioned in the act of the 5th of his preſent 
majeſty, the fame with thoſe that exiſted in the beginning of 
this reign, that are now raging with increaſed fury and viru- 


lence, and that all the exertions of government had not yet 


been able to quell. He ſaid he ſpoke on this ſubje& from the 
moſt perfe& information and long experience of the duration of 
thoſe evils, and of the difficulty of finding an adequate reme- 


dy; and therefore he preſſed the Houle' to be unanimous in 


_ committing the bill; and added, that as to the riot act, ſo 


called, we.ought to be partial to it, becauſe it was introduced 
with the Hanover family; and, after an experience of above 


ſeventy years, had received general approbation in one of the 


treeſt countries on the globe. 
| | Na 
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Mr. Browne Mr. BNOowNE (of the College) ſaid it was, for particular 


urges the 

neceſſity for 
paſſing the 
riot act. 


reaſons, extremely diſagreeable to him to open his mouth that 
night; but he found himſelf driven to ſay ſomething in an- 
ſwer to a charge which had been inſinuated againſt a right 
reverend prelate, who ſtood very high in the public eſtimation, 
as if he had thrown an unfounded aſperſion on the Roman Ca- 
tholics. He knew him well, and hid the utmoſt veneration 
for his character; and in his opinion, the public were infinitely 
indebted for the production alluded to. He ſaid, ſince gentle- 
nien were ſo coy, he would not ſtand forward ſingle in'that 
Houſe, to charge the Roman Catholics with fomenting the in- 
ſrretion, whatever his doub:s might be, but he would ſay 
that appearances had been ſuch as might induce the moſt ſenſi- 
ble men to entertain ſuch ſuſpicions. Though the ſpring 
night be found elſewhere, it was very difficult otherwiſe to 
account fot the mighty wave that had burſt upon us.— Would 
avarice account fur it? Would any man be ſo bold to ſay 
that the combination againſt the clergy was the combination of 
the landed avarice of Ircland? He would never venture to 


throw ſuch a ſlur upon the gentlemen of the country. Avarice 


might be the parent, but rebellion was the nurſe. 
Would you, faid he, ſeek its cauſes in the demerits of the 
clergy, unleſs the demerit of the prefent day was greater than 
that of times pait? It was unargumentative, Would any 
man ſay that the clergy were now more turbulent, more reſtleſs, 
leſs moral, leſs good citizens and good ſubjects, than formerly ? 
For his part he had been accuſtomed to think that the clergy 
were rather more moral; and much more decent, than their 
.netghbours ; that they were as well informed, and as likely to 
contribute to the civilization of the country, as the downright 
country *{quire z that they were as ready to forgive their dues 
to the diſtrefſed as the landlord, and rather more ſo. What 
then ſhould account for theſe diſturbances. _ The diſtrefſes of 
the country? No! The ſeaſon of riot had been the ſeaton of 
plenty. In times of moſt remarkable fertility and abundance, 
the cry of diſtreis had been raiſed by deſigning men, to make 
our reaſon a dupe to our humanity x like thoſe monſters of the 
wood, who, by teigned cries, abuſe the falſe compaſſion of 
the traveller to his own devouring. 708m 
All theſe modes then, of accounting for the diſturbances, 
failing, it was very natural to conclude, as ſome learned wri- 
ters had done, that the papiſts taking advantage of the outcry 
againſt tithes, which perbaps aroſe from avarice, or election 
craft at firſt, had fomented theſe diforders. They looked round 
where to low the crop of ſedition, and found the ſettled field 
of landed avarice, and yet to ſay any thing harſh of them in 
a pamphlet, was perſecution, although there were no bounds 
to their abuſe of us. Was it the privilege of toleration to 
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abuſe eſtabliſhment, and the duty of eſtabliſkment to fit ſilent 
under calumny ? Was it perſecution to refute abuſe and re- 
tort crimination ? Were they attacked wantonly, when their 
inſidious prieſts came forward, and under a miſked defence, 
made a bold attack upon the eftabliſhed church? When, not 
content With the free exerciſe of their religion, they threatened 
to ſeize Proteſtant churches to their.own ufe, and offered pro- 
poſitions to government, like the ultimatum of a beſieging 
force, demanding power, and place, and profit. He thought 
that catholics had not demeaned themſelves ſince the attain- 
ment of their late privileges, with modeſty, with moderation, 
or gratitude z and he would venture to ſay there was no body 
of men perſecuted in this kingdom but the clergy of the eſta- 
bliſhed church, 4 EO. „ : 

With reſpe& to the bill now before the Rouſe, he felt him- 
ſelf as he had often done, afraid leſt if he oppoſed govern- 
ment, he might gratify factions inimical to all he held dear, 
and if he ſupported them, he might become the unwilling in- 
ſtrument of unconſtitutional deſigns. On the whole, how- 
ever, he had no doubt as to voting for the committal of the 
bill, becauſe every one had agreed that coercion was neceſſa- 
ry, and it was incumbent upon thoſe who did not like this plan 
to propoſe a becter, which might be done in the committee. 


Mr, Hazy obſerved that the argument made uſe of by a Mr. Hardy 
_righs honourable gentleman {the Secretary of State] was rather i , h 
a fingular one. He had faid that when the Houſe came to the et bil. 
unanimous reſolution, that ſome further proviſion by law was 
neceſſary for the ſuppreilion of the preſent diſturbances, they 

had, in fact, given their ſanction to a riot act This was ſuch 

an inference as was ſurely not deducible from ſuch premiſes, 

nor would the Houſe, he belicved, join him in ſupporting it. 

An honoutable member [Mir, Stewart, of Killymoon] had, in 

his opinion, very properly given the fentiments of Sir William 

. Blackitone as to the riot act in England, that it was one of the 

cauſes of the great influence of the crown; and though a 

right honourable baronet [Sir Henry Cavendiſh] had, to do 

away the force of this argument, repreſented Sir William as 

very inconſiſtent with himſelf, and had maintained doctrines 

in his commentaries very different from thoſe which he ſup- 
ported, as a member of the Houſe of Commons; he believed 

that the worthy baronet would agree with him, that if the ver- 

ſatility of ſome great lawyers was to be made uſe of as an at- 
gument againſt the reception of their doctrines in general, that 

very few of thoſe doctrines wou'd be able to keep their ground 

in oppoſition to ſuch an argument: However, in this inſtance, 

dir William's opinion might with perfect fafery and propriety 

be reſorted to, not ſo much on account of his celebrity as a 
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lawyer, as becauſe whenever he had an opportunity he always 


either as a ſpeaker or a writer, leaned to the crown ; fo that 
teſtimony in this reſpe& was the moſt can ſid and diſintereſted 
that poſſibly could be had; ard if it was his opinion thay the 
riot act in England was a great acquiſition of force th the 
crown, what muſt be the operation of a ſimilar act in Ireland, 
where the crown had already great powers, where a know- 
ledge of the conſtitution was not ſo generally difiuſ-d, and 


where there was not ſtrength enough in the national mind, not 


in the conſtitution, to withſtand any abuſes or encroachments 
of power which might, and moſt certainly would be made 
under the ſanction of this act — He had therefore the moſt de- 
cided objections to it; at the ſame time the bill contained many 
clauſes which met his concurrence, and therefore thinking in 
that manner, he could not, with any juſtice to his own opi— 
nions or feelings, refuſe his aſſent to its commitment, where 
many of the exceptionable clauſes might be ſo altered as to 
render the bill palatable to thoſe who would go every length 
that the conſtitution warranted them, to reſtore and maintain 
the tranquility of the country. On this point, he faid, every 
thing reſted, and he had no heſitation to declare, that if the 
preſent enormities of the South were to continue; if year after 
year they were to hear of nothing but outrages and diſturbances ; 
that, in his opinion, the country could not go on—lc would 
be coerced at home, and ceaſe to be reſpeQted abroad. 
He ſaid that there was an opinion held by many, which 
though a popular one, he could never ſubſcribe to. It was 
this, that it was better not to place the outrages which have 
lately prevailed in a ſtrong light, and it would be more politic 
to throw, if poſſible, a veil over them; this he utterly con- 
demned, and though he reprobated the idea of magnifying the 
late tumults for mere ſiniſter purpoſes, whether minitterial or 
otherwiſe, yet when ſuch outrages did exiſt, and ſooner or 
later muſt be taken notice of, fo far from keeping them back 
from the public view, or making any effort to conceal them, 
he thought it beſt not only that parliament, but the whole king- 
dom ſhould be acquainted with them, no matter with what 
circumſtances of preſent diſgrace they were accompanied; the 
better the evil was known, the more enabled would the legiſla- 
ture be to encounter it, and though the immediate conſequence 
might be a depreſſion of the national credit, and an augmenta- 
tion of penal laws, yet that credit would ſooner revive, and 
thoſe penal laws be ſ6oner annihilated, where the evil was at 
once fairly and unequivocally given to the public, and of 
courſe more generally underftood, than where a more timid 
policy prevailed, and the greateſt part of the evil was aſſidu- 
ouſly kept out ot the teach of public obſervance. In the for- 
mer Caſe adminiſtration would have no excuſe to offer lor not 
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meeting thoſe outrages immediately, and with a force propor- 
tioned to their extent. In the latter cafe this timidity and 
difinclination to ſpeak out at once on the ſubje& would to a 
bad adminiſtration be perfectly convenient and accommodating, 
as it would enable them to act what part they pleaſed, either 
by conniving at or ſupprelling the diforder juſt as they thought 
proper. In every caſe therefore of his nature he would always 
inſiſt on. it, that there ſhould be no concealment, /no 
diſguiſe of facts; the outrage or diſturbance ſhould be une- 
quivocally ſtated, and adminiſtration compelled to an unequi- 
vocal deciſion on the ſubjeQ, nor ſhould there ever be any 
further delay than what che circumſtances of the caſe would 
abundantly juſtify. He then reverted to the riot act, which 
he utterly condemned, and concluded with exhorting the gen- 
tlemen of landed property, to give their utmoſt aſſiſtance in 
ſupport of the laws as if they did not, the conſequence 
would be a tacit ſubmiſſion to any miniſterial plan, or project, 
however vtolent or unconſtitutional which ſeemed to afford 
relief againſt continual anarchy and diſorder, | 
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Mr. ForBes ſaid his honourable friend who had ſpoke laſt, Mr. Forbes 


had anticipated what he intended to have ſpoken on the preſent 
ſubject; on this occaſion he muſt differ from ſome right honour- 
able and honourable friends, with whom he was uſed to co- 
operate; but he declared himſelf decidedly againſt the diſor- 
ders and riſings of ſome of the lower claſſes of the people in 
the ſouthern parts of this kingdom. In not reſiſting the com- 
mittment of the bill, it did not follow that he approved of it 
in its preſent form: by no means; for there were clauſes in the 
bill which, in his opinion, were highly exceptionable, and 
which, he hoped, would be expunged in the committee, but 
the Houſe ſhould ſhew a decided determination to adopt ſuch 
mcaſures as would effectually put a ſtop to thoſe diforders 


and as it had not been denied but that riots do exiſt, and that 


in ſome degree coercion may be neceſſary in order to quell 
them; for theſe reaſons he was for going into the committee, 


Mr. JohN O'Ne1LL faid he did not riſe to enter into the Mr. Joha 
principle of this bill, though it did by no means meet with his O'Neill. 


approbation. He did not riſe to give an opinion reſpecting the 
meaſures neceſſary to correct the diſorders in the South, leav= 
inz that to the gentlemen belonging to thoſe counties, who 
muſt be the beſt judges z- but he had made up his mind upon 


two points, that the. remedics, whatever they were, ſhould .. 


be made temporary, and ſhould be local. To the firſt of theſe 
points the right honourable gentleman had agreed to conſent; 
but to the latter he had replied in a manner which had ap- 
pcared-ro him to be too light tor the dignity of the ſubject, and 
ja argument, totally unſatisfaQory t.. ay that making an ex- 
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ception of the province of Ulſter would act as a bounty upon 
the exportation to the rioters in the South, to retire to the 
North, was of no weight, and the ſhort anſwer was, that 
going there would prove the very means of apprehending of- 
fenders, who would be inſtantly diſtinguiſhed as ſtrangers, and 
would be given up to juſtice by the inhabitants of a country 
who would feel flattered at being exempted from the penalties 
of this new law. That ſeeing it in that light, he earneſtly 
requeſted that the univerſality of this bill might be given up, 
as 1ts perpetuity had been. If that were not to be the caſe, 
he would hold it his duty to give his negative to the progreſs | 
pf a bill, which comprehended in its object, the throwing a ſtig- 

ma upon the province of Ulſter which, it did not deſerve, and 
annexing puniſhments which they had by no means metited. 


Mr.Conolly, Mr. Cox ol L* begged to aſk the right honourable gentle- 
man what further bills did he intend to bring in, in order to 
extend the ſyſtem he propoſed, 


The Attor- The ATorxey General. ſaid that in framing the intended 
ne) General. bill for regulating the magiſtracy, he found one of the moſt 

difficult taſks he had ever undertaken, from the great variety 

of opinions entertained on the ſubjet—The intention, how- 
ever, was to make magiſtracy as reſpectable and as efficacious 
as poſſible— To render the quarter-ſeſſions in like manner 
reſpectable, and to be held more frequent, and to inforce the 
levying of the green wax proceſſes. As- to what an honour- 
able gentleman had mentioned of its being the intention of 
government to eſtabliſh a genctal police bill, he never heard 
of ſuch a mealure but through the medium of a newſpaper, 


Mr.Conolly, Mr. Conor ry remarked that the riot act in England was 
not productive of any ill effect, 


Mr. John Mr. Joux WoLre ſaid he wduld oppoſe the committal of 
Wolfe. the bill. 835 


Mr.Grattan, Mr. GAT TAN, in anſwer to what had fallen from the right 
honourable gentleman [the Attorney General] reſpecting the 
locality of bills, inſtanced the caſe of the four northern coun- 
cies in the year 1771, and the preſent police bill contined in its 
operation to the metropolis; and now as the tight honourable 
gentleman was willing to give up ſome exceptionable parts of 
the bill, he ſaid he was ready to go into the committee. 


Mr. Ste wart. Mr. STEwarrT ſaid he found it peculiarly neceſſary for him 
to ſay a few words. He was ſorry he was under the neceſſity 
of differing with ſome gentlemen, with whom he gloried in 
co- operating; but as he conſidered the bill in toto, to be highly 
unconſtitutional and ſubverſive of the liberties of the ſubjeQ, 
if he voted for its being committed, it would ſubject him to 4 
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charge of inconſiſteney; he muſt therefore inſiſt on taking the 
ſenſe of the Houſe. | | 


On the Speaker putting the queſtion, that the bill be com- 
mitted, | 


LK g | REN 
Mr. O' Ne 11.1 repeated his requeſt, that his principle might Mr O' Neill. 
be given up, in order to obtain unanimity, and thereby give 
the utmoſt weight to the meaſute of the Houſe; and expreſſed 
the ſtrongeſt wiſh to remedy the diſorders that had happened in 
the South, without doing injuſtice to the provinces where ſuch 
had not prevailed, 


of the bill, 
Ayes "— 192 —— Nos — 30 


The Houſe divided, when there appeared for the committal f p 


The Ar ToRNEYT General. then moved, that the Houſe The Attor- 
will to- mortow reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole *YGenerak 
Houſe, to take the ſaid bill into conſideration. fe 


Sir HENRY HAATSTONCE wilbed to poſtpone it till Sir Heniy 
Thurſday, "6, Re  Hartſtoi ge. 


* " I . 
The Ar TORN EY GENERAL informed the Houſe that he The Attor- 

had recent accounts of theſe riot boys com.nuting freſh depre- ne) General 

dations, and he was of opinion that there oyght to be no time 

loſt in paſſing the bill. . | 


The motion was agreed 10. 


— mn 
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Touespay, FrBRUARY 20, 1787. 


A retition of John Me. Kenly, marſhal and gaoler of his Petition of 
maſeſty's gaol of Kilmainham, in the county of Dublin, John 

was preſeuted to the Houſe and read; ſeiting forth, that 3 
by an act of parliament paſſed laſt ſeiſion, a gaoler is bound Be 4 
not to act as a bailiff, though every ſheriff when he enters ; 
into office obliges the gaokr to execute a bond with ſe- 

curities in the fam. of Goool.: the condition of which is, 

that he the gaoler ſhall aid and aflift the theriff, and find 

aſiſtants proper to go with him to execute all executions, 

writs, haberes, and all orders of the courts, judges of com- 

_ miſſion, and all other proceſs of the law relative to the ſaid 

office of ſheriff; and he is alſo bound to find an executioner to 

execute the law on ſuch criminals as are ſentenced to die, &c, 

the expence of which, in the county of Dublin, amounts an- 

nually to a large ſum, and which is ſolely at the expence of 

the gaoler; and he is alſo bound to tranſmit all felons from 

this great metropolis for trial to all the aſſize towns in the 
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kingdom, for which by the preſent act the grand jury can 
only allow the gaoler fix pence per mile, to Wicklow twelve 
ſhillings, to Naas ſeven ſhillings, Trim eleven ſhillings and fix 
pence, Drogheda eleven ſhillings, which is ſcarce ſufficient to 
pay the hire of a cart, much lefs horſe-hire and aſſiſtants, for 
tranſmitting murderers, houſe-breakers, and other atrocious 
felons; that by the late acts the gaoler of the county of Dub- 
lin has ſeventy-three calenders to make every year, four to the 

Judges of the King's Bench each term, one to the clerk of the 
crown, ſheriff, grand jury and inſpector, three at each quar- 
ter ſeſſions, three at each adjournment, four at each commiſſion 
of oyer and terminer, and one for the Houſe ; that the gaoler 


and his ſecurities are bound to the ſheriff to be accountable 


for ull eſcapes, as well debtors as felons, and to provide at his 
own expence, bolts, ſhackles, manacles, - locks, ropes, and 
all other inſtruments and materials that may be neceſſary, as 
by the copy of the ſaid bond will appear; that the gaoler is 
obliged to attend the courts of juſtice with aſſiſtants twelve 
times in each year for the trials of priſoners, and is alſo oblig- 
ed to keep a hatch- man, turnkey, together with two ſervant 
women, and all theſe are to be ſupported out of the gaoler's 
falary, the amount of which is but 25l. a year; that by a late 


. Charitable and humane act all perſons acquitted of any offence 


are diich:rged without fees, but no equivalent has been ſub- 
ſtituted in its room, but merely five pounds at Eaſter and at 
Michaelmas terms ; that every under- ſheriff on his coming into 
office has it in his power to'remove the gaoler, or if a needy 
ſub-ſheriff he may extort money for continuing the gaoler in 
ofñce, which has often been attempted on petitioner ; that 
petitioner has acted in his preſent office as gaoler under ſixteen 
high ſberiffs of ſaid county, ſeveral of whom fit in the Houſe, 
during which time, in ſo precarious an employment, petitioner 
never had a fine againſt him, nor againſt any ſheriff through 
means of petitioner ; that by an act paſſes laſt ſeſſion petitioner 
cannot obtain any preſent at the quarter ſeſſions from the grand 
Jacy, nor at term, but what there are acts of parliament tor 
that needy ſub-ſherifis have it now in their power to farm the 
gaol to low and indigent gaolers, who in conſequence muſt 


live by retaliation on the unfortunate priſoners committed ta 


his cultody, and the gaol of the firſt and moit populous county 
in this kingdom will be kept without regularity, order or de- 
cency; and therefore praying the Houſe will take the 1nfut- 
hciency of petitioner's preſent falary into conſideration, the 
weighty place he holds, and the trouble attendant thereon, 
and will, in amendment to the gaol or county of Dublin act, 
grant him ſuch addition to his lalary as was granted to the 
gaoler of the city of Dublin laſt ſeiſion; and grant unto the 
p=tittoner ſomething more pet mile to conduct bis pritoners 
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(when tranſmitted to any part of the kingdom) in ſafety, as 
he always did, and obtained preſentments for the ſame at 
ſeſſions 3 and that the petitioner may be paid for the bolts, 
locks, &c. (or the ſmith who makes the ſame) by preſent- 
ment, and not to the ſheriff, who now gets the preſentment 
without expending one ſhilling for the purpoſe ; and reſtrict 
the power of ſub-theriffs in future from removing the gaoler of 
ſaid county without ſhewing cauſe againſt his, conduct before 
the honourable the Judges of his Majeſty's court of King's 
Bench, or before the chairman and bench of juſtices, Kilmain- 
ham, for ſuch removal; and that petitioners ſalary may be 

eſented by the term grand jury, on his ſending up to them a 
certificate, ſigned by the chairman or bench of juſtices at the 
quarter ſeſſions, or adjournment thereof, at Kilmainham, of 
petitioner's good conduct, to intitle him thereto; or whatever 
to the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 


Mr. Fon Es requeſted the right honourable gentleman [Mr. Nr. Forbes 
Orde] would ſo far accommodate the Houſe as to put off the requeſts the 
diſcuilion of the commercial treaty with France to a more diicuffion of 
diſtant day than Wedneſday the 21ſt, as from the length of the 35 
debate on the riot act laſt night, and the probable length of the may be 3 
debate that would take place this night, it would be impoſſible poued. 
for gentlemen to be prepared for ſo important a ſubject as the 
commercial treaty. Beſides, though the treaty was juſt 


printed by order of the Houſe, there had been no time to pe- 
ruſe 'it, 


Mr. Ox Dx ſaid he had no idea of preſſing or precipitating Mr. Orde is 
buſineſs, and was ready to give every reaſonable opportunity readyto give 
for conſidering the treaty in queſtion z however, he did not 3 
think the circumſtance of its having been lately printed by or- — 
der of the Houſe an argument much to be relicd on, as copies conſidering 
of it had been many weeks printed, and were in every one's the treaty, 
hands. He repeated that he was willing to give every fair 
opportunity for conſideration, but obſerved that if the buſineſs 
was too long delayed, it might run into a time when the pre- 
ſence of gentlemen would be required in their reſpective 
counties, He would therefore propoſe Friday the 23d. 


Mr. Cox xv deſired to know in what manner the right ho- Mr. Corry. 
nourable gentleman intended to proceed ? 


Mr. Ox De ſaid he was ready to give gentlemen every ſatis- Mr. Orde. 
faction they could deſire. He intended on Friday to introduce | 
| and to open the bufineſs, to conſider the general principle, and 
upon the general principle to ſubmit a reſolution to the Houle. 
It was by no means his intention to run intd particulats, 
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The order of the day was read, for the Houſe to reſolve in 
committee on the riot bill. 


Mr. Stewart Mr. STewarT ſaid as the bill propoſed for preventing diſ- 
thinks = turbances and tumultuous riſings gives the magiſtrates a very 


X elauſc ſhould 


: at addition of power, and as the right honourable gentleman 
= _—_ So propoſes the bill has not yet at leaſt had an opportunity 
efcnding of reforming the magiſtracy, I think ſome clauſe ſhould be in- 
magiſtrates. ſerted in the riot bill to puniſh any magiſtrate that ſhould abuſe 

his truſt in the Execution of the power wherewith it inveſts 
him. on 
The Attor- The ATTorney GTNERAL Al ſhould have no manner of 
ney General objection to inſerting ſuch a clauſe as the honourable gentle- 
__ ay law man deſires, if the law was not already ſufficiently ſtrong to 
ſufßcicn: . puniſh offending magiſtrates; but the court of King's Bench 
ing able to proceed by that dreadful proceſs attachment, 
which being more ſummary and effectual than any clauſe I can 
propoſe, makes a clauſe unneceſſary. : 


Mr. Stew- Mr. STEwarT ſaid he muſt ſtill preſs the neceſlity of a 
art, | clauſe, becauſe magiſtrates knowing that a puniſhment hung 
over their heads, would be deterred from an abuſe of power. 


The Attor- The ATTornNey GeneRAL.—However ignorant ſome 

ey General. magiſtrates might have been in 1784, it is certain that by the 
| end of 1785 every one knew that a magiſtrate abuſing the law, 
colere officie, would be attached in che King's Bench. 


Mr. John Mr. Joun WorLre ſaid he wiſhed to have ſuch a clauſe as 
Wolfewiſhes his honourable friend propoſed inſerted, as a memorandum to 
x have ſuch magiſtrates, that when they Foue: to put in force the very 
bleu. great powers with which che Mill inveſts them, they might be 
_ induced to a& with more, caution. The penalty of attach- 
ment, he ſaid, muſt always depend upon the will of the court. 
He had an high opinion of the preſent bench, but it was im- 
poſſible to anſwer for their ſucceſſors. ne 

The Sotici- The SoLiciror GENERAI ſaid in every caſe where ma- 
tor General, giſtrates are entruſted with power, they are accountable for the 
exerciſe of that power. If under the, preſent bill they ſhould 
attempt to diſperſe aſſemblies which are not riotous and unlaw- 
ful, they would be liable to proſecution without the clauſe 

propoſed; it was therefore uſeleſs. | | 


In order to make room fof the elauſe, which could not then 
be propoſed, the order of the day was read. 


Mr. Sew Mr. STEwarT oppoſed the Speaker's leaving the chair; 
art. but a queſtion being thereupon put, it was negatived without 
a diviſion, | | ; 
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The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole Committee 
Houſe on the riot bill, Mr. Serjeant Fitzgerald in the chair. 7 an riot 


The title and preamble of the bill was read and poſtponed. 


The ArTORN EY GENERAL moved to inſert in the firſt The Attor- 
| clauſe, the word and inſtead of the word er, conſonant to the ney General. 
obſervation of Mr. Grattan [as formerly mentioned by that 
gentleman]—He alſo fixed the time of its commencement from 

the 25th of March, 1787—it then ſtood, ** hat if any perſons 

to the number of twelve er mire, being unlawfully, rictoufly, and 
tumultuouſly aſſembled, to the diſturbance of the public peace, at 

any time after the 25th of March, 1787, and being required or 
commanded in the King's name to aiſperſe, by any one or more juſ-_ 

tice or Juſtices of the peace, Sc. &c.” remaining ſo aſſembled for 

the ſpace of one hour after ſuch command, they ſhould be 

deemed felons, and ſuffer death as felons. | 


Mr. JouHN O'Ne1L ſaid that conſonant to the opinion he Mr. John 
had delivered laſt night, and which he ſtill maintained, that O'Neill 
the diſturbances being local, and being confined to compara- Moree the 
tively a ſmall part of the kingdom, it would be unjuſt to make operation of 
the puniſhment general; he would move to confine the ope- the bill to 
ration of the bill. The South had offended by ſhameful out- the fouth. 
rage and diſorder; the North remained tranquil and induſtri- 
ous. Should then the North be ſtigmatized for the offences of 
the South ? 1 | 

He then moved, that after the date of the bill's commence- 
ment, March 25, 1787, ſhould be inſerted the words-—in the 
counties of (or, Limerick, aud Tipperary ; and this amendment 
he ſupported upon the precedent of the act which had been for- 
merly paſſed for puniſhing the hearts of ſteel, and preſerving 
the peace of four northern counties. - 


The ATToxNetevy GENERAL.—I never can agree to make The Attor- 
a partial law, affecting only a few counties of the kingdom; ney Cenera 
and as to the precedent which has been quoted, I hope 1 ſhall Wil! nor 
never again heat it mentioned within theſe walls: I hope 1 
never ſhall hear gentlemen quote an act the molt ſubverſi ve bf tial l Ww. 
liberty, the moſt hoſtile to the conſtitution that ever diſgraced 
a ſtatute book ; an act which ought to be reprobated and held 
in deteſtation by every Iriſhman, as taking away his deareſt 
birth-right— trial by a jury of his vicinage. 

Sir, it is a bad reaſon to offer againſt the act now propoſed 
for maintaining public tranquility, that in 1772 it was thought 
neceſſary, by a partial law, to deprive certain northern coun- 
ties of the birth-right of Iriſhmen, on account of riot and diſ- 
order; and theretore now they ſhould be exempted from the 

benefit of a general law for the preſervation of the peace. If 
they wiſh to remain tranquil and induſtrious, the bill propoſed 
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will be a ſecurity to them for tranquility and induſtry 3; if they 

| ſhould not, then there is no reaſon to exempt them from its in- 
. fluence. But, Sir, the North has not been totally free from 
diſorders. An outrageous attack has lately been made upon 
the private property of as worthy a man, as valuable a mem- 
Ovtraces ber of ſociety, as ever exiſted in any ſtate— Lord Chief Baron 
we 4 ff Yelverton.—At midnight a body of 400 ruffians, headed by 
at Belfaſt, an engineer, who profeſſed publicly that he was employed by 
a certain abſentee peer, who, perhaps, has injured this coun- 
try more than any other man ever did; this engineer, I fay, 
at the head of four hundred men, at midnight, near Belfail, 
ſuddenly made an eruption into the works, which the worthy 
gentleman I firſt mentioned*had ere ed, to repel the tide, and 
where ſeveral dwelling-houſes, ſtore-houſes, and other valu- 
able works had been by him, at great expence, built; they 
deſtroyed the barrier againſt the ſea, and did damages that a 
vaſt ſum indeed will not repair; for four hours they worked, 
and then, left their ardour ſhould be damped, their commander, 
the engineer, led them into the town of Belfait, where having 
properly doſed them with whiſkey, he brought then to the 
Charge again, to complete the demolition they had begun. The 
magiſtrates ſaw this, but did not diſperſe the mob; and now 
that the injured man ſues for redreſs, the chief offender, avail- 
ing himſelf of fituation, ſculks behind privilege, and refuſes 
to plead. Surely, Sir, if there was no other reaſon, what I 
have mentioned is ſufficient to urge againſt exempting that part 
of the kingdom, where the mob is ſo ſtrong and magiſtrates are 
io weak from tue influence of the law; and therefore, Sir, I 
do utterly deny the aſſertion that the law is unnecelſary in 
that part of the kingdom. And I will aſk the gentlemen, do 
they believe that the mob would have rifqued their necks, ot 
the magiitraces the proceſs of attachment, if the bill now pro- 
poſed had exiſted? * | wo 


Gentlemen affect to think this bill an evil; for my part I 


think juſt the contrary. It never can be an evil to people who 
ſtay at heme tranquil and induttrious z but if they will addict 
themſelves to riot, tumult and unlawful aſſemblics, it will ope- 
rate to their juſt puniſhment, + N - 


Mr. Ww. Mr. WII L IAM Topp Jones.—l am ſhocked to hear the 
Todd Jones. atrocious act of an abſentee peer, who never was a friend to 
this kingdom. I | Eo 


Mr. Hewitt. Mr. Hewirvt called the honourable gentleman to order. 


He thought what his Majeſty's Attorney General had ſaid was 


hardly decent, and he could not let the ſubject go further. 


The Atto- The Ar TOR NEYT GENERAL then called Mr. Hewitt to 
ney General. order. But the committee calied loudly and generally on Mr. 
Jones to proceed. | | 


* 
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Mr. Jones ſaid, as to the calling me to order, this general Mr. Jones. 


call of the committee ſhews they think it improper ; I did but 

purſue the argument of his Majeſty? s Attorney General, and 
8 intention was to ſhew, that the liberty of Iriſhmen ſhould 
not be encroached upon ; becauſe an abſentee peer, whoſe 
actions militate againft that liberty, and who poſſibly might 
have committed thoſe actions to found this bill (though I will 
not aſſert it) becauſe ſuch a man has violated law and de- 
cency, I would have endeavoured to ſhew, that it is not a rea» 
fon why the liberty of the ſubject ſhould be taken away. 

It is ſaid, that if the riot act had exiſted the magiſtrates 
would not have ſuffered ſuch an outrage 3 but with great reſpect 
and deference the: ri-ht honourable* gentleman miſtakes—the. 

magiſtrates of Belfaſt are under the influence of that peer, who 
they look up to for protection in all caſes. 

He concluded with ſaying that he wiſhed the act to be made 


local, as thereby it would ſtand a better chance of being te- 
pealed, than if general. | . 


Mr. HewiTT.—T roſe to call the honourable gentleman to Mr. Hewitt. 


order, becauſe I thought that it was not delicate ro mention a 
tranſaction which is to go befere a court; all I ſay is, the par- 
ties accuſed do not ſculk from juſtice, and I truſt I ſhall ſee 
them honourably acquitted of the charge, notwithſtanding the 
violerce of the honourable 3 and the invectives of his 
_'Mijeſty's Attorney General. 


The ATTORNEY * BF BY It was ſtated that PIN The Attor- 
were no diſturbances in the: North, I thought it neceſſary to ney General. 


ſhew the contrary by a plain matter of fact, which is quite no- 
torious, and which no man pretends to controvert; upon this 
the honourable gentleman riſes to defend his conſlituents; 3 how 
he has ſucceeded the committee will judge; for my part I do 
not blame him for defending his conſtituents. 


Mr. Jo nN O'NeiTrfaid though he felt great difidence in Mr. John 
riſing to reply to the tight honourable gentleman of ſuch au- O. Neill re- 


thority, yet a3 the circumſtances alluded to fell fo particularly | 
within his knowledge, he was tempted to ſay a few words 
ſpecting the act of parliament which the right honourable gen- 
tleman thought proper to repfobate: He would only obſerve, 

that as being an act of the legiſlature, he could not avoid pay-- 
ing proper reſpect to it; that it bore one part cf its propriety, 
which was, it effected the purpoſe for which it was made; and 
that ſince that act no ſpecies of diſorder had ariſen in the enu- 
merated counties. Reſpecting the tranſactions fo circùmſtan- 
tially deſcribed, he ſaid he did, not know how far it was proper 
to introduce a ſubject whick was at iſſue in the courts of law, 
into the aſſembly they then fat; but ſince ſo muck nad been 


— 
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faid on one ſide, he would venture to make a few obſerva- 
tions. This inſtance was adduced as a proof of a riotous diſ- 
poſition of the country. Did gentlemen think that the perſons 
collected together acted as in riots— each for themfelves ?— 
no; they acted as under obedience to a maſter, on whom they 


relied for exculpation of any acts done by them < therefore 


this mighty inſtance of riot, inſtead of being a riotous ditpo- 
fition of individuals, turns out to be the act of but one man; 
and the propriety or imptopriety of that act ſtill undetermined 
in the court of law; therefore he congratulated himſelf on the 
high character that the people of the North muſt confeſſedly 
be allowed to ſtard in, when, after an attempt of accuſation 
for riotous diſpoſition, one ſingle inſtance only can be adduc- 
ed; and that accuſation ſinks into the narrow bounds of a 
ſingle individual contending, perhaps improper]y, for a point 
of property. 


Mr. Forbes Mr. Forzes ſaid he truſted that no perſon, who recollected 
thinks that. his vote the preceding night, would impute to him any inten- 
— tion to oppoſe any meaſure which was really neceſſary to en- 
exiſt, they force the due execution of the laws, and preſerve the peace of 
are not of the country; but he never would conſent to ſacrifice the 
ſoch a nature conſtitution of the country to the preſervation of its peace, 
br ITE He confidered it as a libel on the principles and frame of that 
remedy, Conſtitution, to contend that there was no means of ſupporting 

the gavernment but by enaCting laws in direct contradiction 


to the principles of the conſtitution. He confeſſed that he did 


not feel his mind prepared to adopt meaſures ſo penal and rigo- . 


rous in the extreme ; though he admitted that diſtutbances 
exiſted in one part of the Mr. tf for the ſuppreſſion of which 
tome aſſiſtance from the legiſlature might be neceſſary, yet no 
evidence had been laid before the -Houſe to induce him to 
believe that any evil which exiſted was of ſuch a nature as 
to require ſo ſtrong and ſevere a remedy. In reſye& to this 
ſubject, gentlemen in this Houſe had reported very differently. 
He admitted that members of great veracity and honour, had 
repreſented that the.crimes committed by the people of the 
South were of ſuch a degree of enormity, and the diſturbances 
of ſuch an alarming nature, that nothing but a moſt powerful 
interpoſition of the legiſlature could reſtore the peace of that 
part of the country z but other gentlemen of equal honour and 


veracity, and with equal opportunities of information, had 


ſtated that the diſturbances were conſiderably exaggerated by 
the accounts given of them by many gentlemen ;z that the laws 
now in being, with ſome aid from the legiſlature, in few in- 
ſtances, were ſufficient to ſuppreſs thoſe diſturbances z and 
that the ſituation of the ſouthern parts of this kingdom, did 
not juſtify the introduction into our ſtatute book of laws ſo 


, oo GL CL 


JJ ey Fo, 


787.1 334A TT: 6 
unuſually ſevere and penal. Where the evidence on this ſub- 
ject was ſo contradictory, it was impoſſible that any gentlemen 
could aſſent to the arguments of thoſe who contended, not 
only that the ſituation of that province, but of the whole 
kingdom, required the adoption of ſuch a rigorous law as the 
Engliſh riot act. He ſaid before he could give his vote for ſuch 
a meaſure, he ought to be poſſeſſed of better information, and 
that a committee ought to have been appointed to inquire not 
only into the cauſe and nature of the diſturbances in the South 
but the ſtate of the whole kingdom; and when this objection 


avg. 


Wiſhes for þ 


a commit tes 
to enquire 


into the 


was made by a repreſentative for a county in the North, he nature and 
was much ſurprized to hear the members of adminiſtration de- caule of diſe 
mand of his honourable friend, [Mr. Montgomery] why he turbanicer. 


did not move for ſuch a committee? How uſeleſs and abſurd 
a meaſure would it have been for any member of the North 
to inſtitute a committee to enquire into the diſturbances in the 
South? Could ſuch an inquiry be conducted with any advan- 
tage or effect by a perſon who was a ſtranger to the citcum- 
ſtances, cuſtoms and characters of the people of that part 
of the kingdom? He ſaid he conſidered it to have been a 
duty more incumbent on the members of adminiſtration, as 
hve of the ſeven gentlemen who uſually ſat on the treaſury» 
bench, were perſons of the firſt property and conſequence in 
the South of Ireland; but it was peculiarly incumbent on the 
right honourable member who had introduced this bill, as he 
had ſtated; that the .peaſantry of the South of Ireland were 
the moſt wretched and oppreſſed people of any in the world. 
He ſhould have looked the ſituation of the country fairly in 
the face, and not have ptopoſed a partial meaſure; but fome 
ſyſtem which would have tended to the ſettlement of the coun- 


try: and to this the right honourable member would have the 


co-operation of him and every other gentleman. But what re- 
lief has the right honourable member propoſed for the diſtreſſes 
of the South? Nothing but penal laws. He ſaid; that many 
gentlemen urged as an arguinent-to juſtify the adoption of the 
meaſure propoſed; that a riot- act had long exiſted in England. 
But he aſked, did the ſame neceſſity exiſt in this kingdom at 
preſent, which had at different periods in England induced the 
legiſlature of that country to enact this law ? In the reign of 


Edward VI. when a riot-a& was Arit paſſed, it was found ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary for the ſupport of the reformed religion, and 
to ſuppreſs tumults in difterent parts of England, amounting 
to rebellion; In the reign of Queen Mary, a riot-a& was re- 
enacted; but not ſo highly penal as the bill now under conſi- 
deration z offenders againſt it were not puniſbed with death 
even the ſanguinary policy of that reign revolted againſt ſuch 


a meaſure. Ia the reign of George I. che act now in force in 
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England, paſſed. Let gentlemen examine the preamble of 


that act where the cauſes for paſſing it are ſtated, and then they 
can decide whether the ſame neceſſity now exifts in Ireland, for 
adopting this law, as did in Great Britain, in the reign of 

orge I.? He mentioned, that the preamble flated, tha: 
there were rebellious riots and tumults in divers parts of the 
kingdom, endangering his Majeſty's perſon, and contrived 
and fomented by perfons diſaffected to his Majeſty. He then 
obſerved, that no perton within that Houfe had even inſinuat— 
ed, much leſs imputed, the diſturbances to any rebellious mo- 
tives, or that they had been fomented by perfons diſaffected 
to his Majeſty ; nor had there been a ſhadow of evidence laid 
before the Houſe, that theſe diſtutbances exiſted in divers parts 


of the kingdom; therefore, on this principle alone, it was in- 


poſſible for any gentleman conſiſtently to vote for a riot- act to 
operate on the whole kingdom; for his part, if the amend- 
ment of his right honourable friend was not adopted, and the 
bill in its operation confined to the counties which were the 
fcene of the diſturbances, he ſhould vote againſt every clauſe 
in the bill, which was tranſcribed from the Engliſh 1iot-aC, 
He ſaid that Sir William Blackſtone ſtiles the Engliſh riot-act, 
a vaſt acquiſition of force to the crown, and mentions, as a 
counterbalance in fome degree, but not completely, the diffe- 
rent acts to reſtrain the undue influence of the crown, which 
were paſſed ſince the revolution; as the bill of rights—the 
aQt for excluding penſioners and placemen from the Houſe of 
Commons=—for limiting the civil lift—the nullum tempus act; 
to which Mr. Forbes added, acts paſſed ſince on the ſame prin- 
ciple as thofe, for preventing revenue officers from voting at 


elections ſor excluding contraQtors from the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and for limiting the amount of the penſion lit, He 


then obſerved, that not one of thoſe laws were to be found on 
the Iriſh ſtatute book; and afked gentlemen whether they could 
reconcile it to their duty to give this vaſt acquiſition of force 
to the crown, without enacting at the ſame time, thoſe laws, 
which the wiſdom of the legiſſature of England had provided 
againſt the abuſe and encroachment of the encreaſe and formi- 
dable power of the crown, He faid he never could ſupport 
any ſyſtem which tended to adopt all the defects of the Britih 
conſtitution, and rejected all its execllencies and advantages. 
That if the characters of the people of England and Ireland 
were compared, it would be found the law propoſed was not 
adapted to the preſent ſituation of this kingdom. There was 
4 2 of primœval equality which prevailed in the minds 
of Engliſhmen, and placed them, to a certain degree, in 
ſuch a - 2m of independence, as occaſioned their oppoſition to 
the abuſe and perverſion of the laws by perſons in authority; 


there was ſoinething in their nature and chatactet Which im- 
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pelled them to reſiſt every encroachment of power, thougli 
proceeding from men of the higheſt rank, and directed againſt 
the meaneſt individual; by this means, an addition to the 
ſtrength and force of the executive power, cannot be of ſuch 
dangerous Conſequences in England as in Ireland, where, 
from the oppreſſed and impoveriſhed ſtate of the people, they 
are diſqualified from reſiſting the encroachments of power 
and where many circumſtances mnſt obtain, which do not now 
exiſt, to raiſe the Iriſh character in this reſpect to the Engliſh 
ſtandard. He alſo obſerved that in England, the power of the 


executive magiſtrate might be encreaſed with leſs danger, as 


their liberty had taken deep root ; but here ic was planted juſt 
beneath the ſurface—it had ſhot forth ſuddenly, but not hav- 
ing taken deep root, it might eaſily be plucked up, if not 
guarded and cultivated by a firm ſpirit and warm zeal on the 
part of the people. He concluded with ſaying he ſhould vote 


for the amendment: 


Sir Henxy CAVvEN DIS. — I do not ſay that the Nſurgents Sir Henry 


have at preſent any intention to ſubvert the crown, though Cavendiſh 


I think if they ſucceed againſt the clergy, and afterwards — 3 


againſt the landed intereſt, they will next attack the crown it- ceſſaty. 
ſelf; I therefore think it neceſſary to enact a riot- act, the good 


effects of which England has long experienced. 


One word, Sir, as to the late call to order I hold it to be 

the right of every member of this Houſe to introduce the name 

of any peer, or any man, when a proper occaſion calls; and 

J hold it che right of every member of this Houſe to deal with 

ſuch peer as his conduct may deſerve; it is our own right, 

and it is our duty. 5 | ; 

Mr. Denis Dat y.—Sir, I cannot conceive that it is Mr. D. Dal 
indiſpenſably neceſſary, as has been alledged, to enquire in- thinks it g 
to the ſources of theſe diſorders before we attempt to unneceſſary 


| ſtop them; their notoriety is ſufficient j and we know that 12 enquire: 


whatever fource they have proceeded from, they have done deer u. the 


much injury to the country ; we know that if they are not diſturban- 
tomented by diſaffected men, diſaffected men may take advan- Ces, and fays 
tage of the preſent diſpoſition of the country to promote their that the riot 
8 + | 2 aCt is necel- 
. ; 3 ſary. 
Gentlemen have ſaid, that a riot- act is injurious here, but 
neceſſary and uſeful in Britain. They have ſaid that iu Bri- 
tain every man endeavou rs to enforce the laws, but here there 


is a genen indiſpoſition to obey them. Now I beg the com- 


mittee will be attentive te this reaſoning. In Britain the whole 

community are active to enforce the laws; therefore levere, 

laws are neceſſary : They are neceſſary becauſe an univerial 

lentiment of peace pervades 15 iſland, A perpetual riot- act 
2 
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is there no injury. But here, where outrage and diſorder have 
diſgraced a large portion of the country, where it is confeſſed 


that people are difinclined to peace and obedience, here a tem- 


porary riot- act would be injurious. 

It is ſaid that the diſturbances have been confined to one 
province; but it is well known that they did paſs the bounds 
of Munſter, and were fpreading faſt into Connaught, where 
they were not ſtopped by the ordinary power of the magiſ- 
trates, but by the military force which government fent down 
to quell them. And as great praiſe is due to government for 
ſuch timely interpoſition, fo it muſt be allowed that they 
would have done infinite miſchief if they had left the coun- 
try to be diſturbed by fuch a paltry banditti as made the 
attempt. | 

Sir, I am fatisfhed the bill will have the very beſt eſſects. 
Where diſorders ſubſiſt, it will correct them; where they do 
not, it will prevent them : I therefore give my vote in favour 


of it. | 
Major Ho- Major HoB AR T.—I riſe to obſerve upon what fell from an 
+ honourable gentleman on the other fide, as every thing that 


falls from him deſerves notice. He fays he 1s not prepared to 
paſs a riot act; that the outrages are confined to the loweſt of 
the people ; but that there are people of a higher claſs watch- 
ing the event, and ready to take advantage of it. I know that 
the honourable gentleman has communicated theſe circumſtan- 
ces for the moſt laudable purpoſes, and 1 hope the Houſe will 
not be intimidated, but take proper advantage of this commu- 
nication, and act with greater vigour and energy. 


Mr. Serieant Mr. Serjeant ToLER.—If I conſidered the intended law as a 
Toler thinks ſanguinary meaſure, calculated to entrap any part of the peo- 
a riot act ple of Ireland in the committal of crimes, or the ſeverity of 
aecelſery, puniſhment, I ſbould reject it as inadmitlible for any portion of 


— ty the kingdom; but as I conſider that it is founded on the moſt 


us calculated ſalutary principle, and calculated for the purpoſe which it pro- 


for the pur- feſſes, namely, the preventing of riot, outrage and diſorder, 
— t pro- and of the puniſhment incident to them, I will not confent to 
I mM the excluding the reſpeQable inhabitants of the North from the 
benefit of the law. 

The right honourable mover of this amendment has remind- 
ed us of a recent inſtance of the diſturbances of thoſe Nor- 
thern counties for which he is ſo reſpectable an advocate: 
when the juries of the vicinage were declared by the legiſla- 
ture incompetent to try them. The outrages of that country 
originated from the fame ſource, and had the ſame object with 
thoſe of the preſent time, Their avowed object was the re- 
duction of tithes, and to trample underfoot the rights of the 
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eſtabliſhed church. To afford them protection induced the 


palling of a law, which I truſt will never be brought forward 
as ajprecedent in the annals of legiſlature. But the hiſtory of 
it muſt preclude the exemption which is argued for on the 
preſent occaſion, when in truth the law is not puinted at coun- 
tries, but at crimes, which ought to be punithed alike where- 
ever they exiſt, It can affect none but offenders, and the in- 
nocent can never complain, As to the South, I have many 
reaſons for not wiſhing to humiliate my countrymen by a 
recollection of their ſhame, or an imputation on their con- 
duct. 


I have lately had very painful occaſion to know the diſturb- 


ed ſtate of the province of Munſter—I have ſeen the docks in 


every county overflowing with dangerous inſurgents, The 
moſt innocent of che clergy are deprived of their right, or 
mobbed into compromiſe for a wretched pittance, and many 
often are driven from their habitations without knowing where 
to ſeek an aſylum. In ſuch a time, I am ſorry that brilliant 
inveQive ſhould indulge itſelf againſt the higheſt and moſt ſa- 
cred characters of that order. I hough there are many of them 
of another country, they afford the higheſt examples of piety 
and learning. - 

The civil magiſtrate has been exceedingly remiſs z many 
who expect to be conſidered as gentlemen have connived, and 
the country has not only ſubmitted to, but ſupplicated for mi- 
litary intervention, as the only means of ſafety and protec- 
tion, and every village is jealous that has not a troop of dra- 

oons, In arbitrary times, a deſpotic miniſter would avail 
Fimſelf of ſuch a criſis to eſtabliſh a military government, but 
to the honour of the army, they have conducted themſelves 
with ſuch unexampled temper and moderation, from the firit in 


command to the loweſt in the ranks, that not a murmur or com- 


plaint has been heard againſt them. 

I lament extremely that any man ſhould have been ſo im- 
poſed upon as to conceive, or ſo indiſcreet as to aſſert, that a 
popiſh conſpiracy againſt the law or the eſtabliſhed clergy had 
been formed within the country; it is the duty of every man, 
who has an opportunity to be informed, to contradict fo dan- 
gerous and . an imputation. That the lower order 
of people have been much diſturbed, and in an aptitude for 
tumult, is a matter imputable to the criminality of magiitrates, 
and to the wicked folly of men of every religious perſuaſion ; 
but among thoſe to whom this country is moit indebted for ſa- 
lutary interpoſition, I cannot avoid giving much credit to that 
reſpeCtable Roman Catholic, the proprietor of Killarney. He 
is a man of accompliſhed manners and benevolent mind—he 
lives ſurrounded by a numerous tenantry, whom he civilizes 
by encouraging their induſtry, and teaching them obedience to 
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the laws. Until by the exertions of good men the lower claſz 
of people are taught obedience, and the civil magiſtrate is im- 
powered in every part of the kingdom to ſuppreſs tumult 
wherever it ſhall raiſe its head, we ſhall not be entitled to that 
character which can gain us eſtimation. Armed with the 
power of a meltorated magiſtracy we may tranquilize the in- 
duſtry of the North, and controul the licentiouſneſs of the 


South. | * 6 


Mr. Curran ſaid he conſidered himſelf called upon. He 
explained the ſentences alluded to by Mr. Hobart, by ſaying, 
that many gentlemen would have done more to ſuppreſs the 
inſurgents, if they did not confider them as labouring under 
grievances. This was his meaning at that day, and his belief 
at the preſent. An honourable gentleman had indulged himſelf 
in an epifodical plenitude; but he ſhould not imitate him, 
nor talk of the commander of the church, or the commander 
of the army as he had done. He was ſorry that when diſpoſed 
to diffuſe the rays of his panegyric, they were not vertical, 
like the beams of the morning, that courted the tops of 
the mountain, and left the vallies unilluminated ; they ap- 
plied only to the great, while the diſtreſſed poot were left 
in the ſhade. He faid he conſidered the clergy of the South; 
an oppreſſed and unfortunate body of men—confined to pover- 
ty by the cruel policy of their own laws—he ſhould be ſorry 
to be thought as ſeeking for cauſes of complaint; he had pur- 
pofely avoided ſpeaking on many. He could have proved 
that much of the diſturbance aroſe from elerical neglect, ard 


the motives of the inſurgents might excuſe, though not juſ- 


tify their conduct. He would mention a circumſtance of diſ- 
turbance in the very dioceſe from whence the publication fo 


much reprobated iſſued; in a pariſh worth 8 or gool. a year, 


which would make the Houſe bluſh, It was a riling to baniſh 
a fcraglio of proſtitutes, kept by a rector who received near a 
thouſand a year from the church; and to reinſtate the un- 
offending mother ard innocent children in the polluted man- 
fion. Perhaps he was not keeping the ſecrets of the church 
as cloſely as he onght. But two queſiions ariſe upon 
this. Did the learned proclaimer of ditſention know this? 
and if he did not, why did he write upon the ſtate of the coun- 
try, when he was ignorant of that of his own dioceſe? He 
then objected to the univerſality of the bill, as the ſeverity of 
it ſbould only fall where it was metited; and fo far from 
any danger to the conſtitution, in church or ſtate, exiſting, it 
was his decided and rooted opinion, that there was no Roman 
Catholic in the kingdom, poſſeſſed of 51. property, that did 
not wiſh for the due obſervance of the laws. But ſuch was the 
ah ject miſery and diſtreſs of the very lower orders, that ey 
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might conſider, and he did not doubt hut they might be right, 
even the being employed to act againſt the laws, as a favour- 
able change of their condition. 
As to the arguments of a riot act exiſting in England, he re- 
ied, that it was adopted in the time of rebellion, in the days 
of Edward the ſixth, when the ſacred religion of the country 
was attacked. It was continued by his bloody ſucceſſor for 
the eſtabliſhment of a different relizion. From the time of 
Elizabeth to the reign of George the firſt, it remained in that 
oblivion which it ever ſhould but it was then revived to guard 
the crown, and to prevent the proteſtant religion from ſink- 


ing ſ under the ruins of the throne. Such cauſes could not be 


alledged in this kingdom. Having anſwered this argument, 


he entered upon the locality of the law, and demonſtrated 


that it would be highly ſalutary. If the North was excluded 
it would hold out the higheſt encouragement to peacability and 
decorous demeanor to the inhabitants of the South. 


They would then fee that this had merited the puniſhment, by 


having been. ſingled out for its operation. The people of the 


North might ſay to thoſe of the South, © come from under 


that bondage which has been impoſed on you, and be like us 
—in order to do ſo, you need only be peaceable.” This 
would be alarming their pride, and if a man's pride was once 
raiſed it had more effect than could be well conceived. It had 
been mentioned, that in 1772, there had been riots in the 
North; but none ſince, Sure then the honour'of the amend- 


ment ſhould do away the remembrance of the tranſgrellion, 


and confign it to oblivion. They ſhould not viſit the crimes 
of the fathers upon the children; and he thought chat after the 
trial of fourteen years, the North ſhould be entitled to the con- 
fidence of a wile legiſlature. But it was faid, that the inſurgents 
would emigrate to the North. If they did, when they would 


behold the moderation and induſtry of the people of that 


quarter, it is more than probable they would be ſtruck with 
a ſenſe of their folly, and they would return from it the miſ- 
fionaries of virtue, as they had come into it the incendlaries 
of rebellion, He then noticed the diſproportion between the 
crime and the puniſhment, If murder was puniſhed no higher 
than a petty tranſgreſſion, it would impreſs the lower orders 
with a dangerous idea, and baniſh all diſtinction of crimes, — 
It would look as if the legiflature thought no more of the 
preſervation of the life of a man, than they did of the pre- 


ſervation of his hedge z and it would be ſtrange if the legiſla- 


ture would decree, that the tendering an oath to a man was as 
heinous a crime as holding a knife co his throat. The laws 
ſhould have force, but that force ſhoutd never be ſeen; there 


ſhould be a kind of ſuperſtition in the people, which would - 


prevent their dilebvering it, Onmipotence was aa attribute of 
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parliament; but to paſs ſuch a law as this, would be the im- 
potence of parliament; for if the jury commiſerate the crimi- 
nal; if the judge melt into tears, and his humanity ſatisfied 
that the man * the law enacted by this bill, would be 
like the thunder, which made a great noiſe but "rolled over 
the had innoxious. 

le made other obſervations of this nature, and returned to 
the ſubject of including the whole kingdom in the act. He 
faid, it was only by the body being diſeaſed, that the admi- 
niftration of medicine was A K ſo coercive laws 
were only harmleſs where there was a reſiſtance from tumult, 
as in the body a reſiſtance from diſeaſe. If medicine was ad- 
miniſtered, therefore, where there was no diſeaſe to reſiſt it, 
the conſequences would be deſtructive; and ſo if coercive laws 
were enacted, when there was no tumut to reſiſt them, the con- 
ſequences muſt be equally fatal. 

After having illuſtrated this argument, he ſaid he feared 
that as the coercion was ſo great, and as no means were taken 
for the relief of the poor, rebellion would go in the dark, as 
in arbitrary countries, ſtalk abroad at midnight, and add its 
ſolitary faggot to the heap, until the blaze would be at length 
kindled, and the whole kingdom ſetin a flame, 


 Herevles Sir HeacuLes Lancrisue faid the debate of yeſterday 
rie had ſo widely extended itſelf through all the clauſes and pro- 
+19 #7 © viſions of the bill, and the deciſion of a great majority bore 
anſwers Mr, ſuch ample teſtimony in favour of its principle, that it was 
Curran's - unneceſfary to take up the time of the Houſe further than to 
arguments. anſwer objections that have riſen in the progreſs of the com- 
mittee. That the objeQions at preſent before the committee 
were, that the bill was not to be local in its operation, and 

that the principle of the riot clauſe was inadmiſſible. As to 

the locality of a penal ſtatute, the doQrine had been already fo 

amply diſcuſſed, and ſo entirely overturned, that he ſhould 

ſay little on chat part of the ſubject. That nothing could be 

ſo monſtrous as the idea of difference of criminality and pu- 

niſhinent in the ſame country; that the ſame action ſhould be 


criminal in one country, and innocent in another; that riot 


might ſport at one ſide of a river with impunity, and incut 
the penalty of death on the other. Twas true that an ho- 
nourable member [Mr. Curran] had ſpoken with great elo- 
quence on this ſubject, and had objedted with great force 
againft the general extenſion of this law beyond thoſe places, 


— tumults actually ſubſiſted, . as. if becauſe ſome part of. 


the people were vilited by a diſorder, you were to force a 
medicine down the throat of the whole nation.” That he 
would fay in anſwer—if a contagious diſorder were to break 
out in any part of the country's he would not therefore oblige 
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every man in the nation to ſwallow a medicine ; but would, 
however, think it very prudent to furnith every part of the 
country with the proper medicine, to be made uſe of if the 
diſorder ſhould extend itlelf.;z if not, the medicine would re- 
main unuſed and inoffenſive. That by the tenor of the law it 
could not reach the Northern counties, unleſs they entertained 
riotous, tumultuous and unlawful aſſemblies ; that if they 
ould, it would be unjuſt to deprive them of the reſource of 
this law ; that if the North continued, as he believed it would, 

in its hahits of peace, and order, and induſiry, it would ai- 
| ford no object for this law to operate upon. The law would nct 
then reach them; it would be to them a dead letter, at leaſt as 
inoffenſive as the ſtatute againſt witches, He obſerved, that if 
it was true, as parliament had ſaid in their unanimous reſolu- 
tions,“ that further proviſions, by ftatute, are neceſſary to 
prevent tumultuous riſings and affemblies,”” the committee ap- 
pointed to prepare theſe itatutes were wiſe to look for a prece- 
dent in the practice of the firſt nation in the world; they were 
wiſe to look for it in the ſtatute book of England, a country 
ſo eminently devoted to liberty and law; they were wite 
to look for a ſtatute as their model, which was not the experi- 
ment of yeſterday, but which bad the confirmation of above half 
a century in its favour z it was wiſe to copy a law made in the 
beſt times, which in no times had been abuſed ; it was wiſe, 
when it became neceſſary to deviſe new terrors and new penal» 
ties, to direct them againſt thoſe offences, which were offences 
from the beginning of ſociety, but which in magnitude and 
malignity have grown beyond the proportion of their puniſh- 
ments. As to the rigorous tendency of the bill, he admitted 
it; 3 but the neceſſity perhaps could juſtify it; but the 

neceſſity of the times did juſtify it. That it was necetlary to 
ſtep forward to ** vindicate the laws, and protect ſociety, is 
that now a problem to be proved, or 2 poſition to be contro- 
verted—parliament has declared it—every body has acknow- 
ledged it. No man who has eyes to fee, or ears to hear, is 
nov to be told of thoſe abominable outrages which have ſpread 
dilorder and diſcredit through ſo great a part of the country, 
which have trampled on the laws, and invaded the property 
of a molt reſpectable part of the community. Though gen- 
tlemen expretſed ſome difference of opinion as to the degrees, 
the local ſituation, the partiality or univerſality, there was no 
difference as to the exiſtence of the evil, it comes to our know- 
ledge with a fatal conviction; we read it not only in the 
news-papers, but in the records of the crown proſecution. If 
the facts be uncontrovertible, the remed y 18 indiſpenſable. The 
evil muſt be cured, coſt what it will; for no man would ſub- 
nit to live where peace and property are held at the mercy of 
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the multitude, and. where legal rights are regulated by the dif. 
cretion of the moſt ignorant, and the moderation of the molt 
deſperate of the community. That if you ſuffer the rights of 
one ſet of men to be invaded with ſucceſs, all others muſt fall in 
ſucceſſion. As to the rigorous tendency of the riot act, he 
Rated the ſtrength of the laws now in force againtt riots, and 
ſaid, that if the magiſtrates are now juſtified by law in killing 
rioters on the ſpot, who reſiſt, or will not yield themſelves, it 
ſeems no great rigour to give them one hour for cool delibera- 
tion; after which, if they perſevere in obſtinate and deliberate 
reſiſtance to the laws, they are to be put upon their country 
to be tried for their lives, That nothing was ſo conformable 
to juftice and a free government as precilely to aſcertain crimes 
and puniſhments, to leave as little as poſſible to conſtruction of 
law, which ſo often yields to the temper of the times, and va- 
ries ſo widely from the opinion of the judges. Gentlemen. 
have talked of the cauſes, and aſked, will you not enquire 
into them? No; when bodies of men rife to uſurp the pow- 
ers of the ſtate, you would not aſk them what is the cauſe! 
For this reaſon, that no cauſe can juſtify them. You are not 
to enquire their motives, but effect their ſuppreſſion, If you 
aſk them why they riſe, you ſuppole a plautible juſtification, 
which would be to betray the conſtitution of the country.— 
That whatever improvement in the policy of this country, 
the temperate deliberations of peaceable times may propotlz, 
muſt be the conſideration of peaceable times; but parliament 
never did, nor ever would liſten to the ſuggeſtions of men that 
ſet themſelves above the law, and who have taken upon them- 
ſelves to regulate for themſelves. He obſerved, that in this 
country above all others, riots were dangerous—they are the 
nurſeries of all outrage. The Iriſh commonalty individually 
are an innocent well-conditioned people, but when aſſembled, 
"under the management of two or three deſigning men, and 
heated with ſpirituous liquors, they ate eaſily convertible to 
the extreme of outrage. Keep them from unlawful aſſemblies 


and you will preſerve their innocence; and as he hoped that f 
elfe & from this bill, he heartily concurred in it, c 
Sir Prede- Sir Fa EDERNIck FLood ſaid that after ſo long and defu!- f 
rick Flood. 5 l 


tory a debate, he would come immediately to the queſtion be- 
ſays the law 3 . 
ought to be fore the committee, which was merely whether the riot clauſe 


general. ſhould be general or only local. He faid that as he had not fl 
been lately in Munſter as other gentlemen had, he would not fc 
deal ſo much in perſonal panegyric to particular noblemen and in 
gentlemen (however reſpectable and worthy) as ſome gentle- be 
men had done, particularly Mr. Serjeant Toler. He ſhould of 
_u_ as an [riſhman, impreſſed with ſentiments of Iriſh and 90 


-nglith liberty, and not as a man ia oce, for though he pro- hc 
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feſſed himſelf a warm friend to the Duke of Rutland's admini- 


ſtration, he was ſo from principle, and not under the influence 


of office, which, as it did not in ſome former adminiſtrations 
influence his conduct, ſo it never thould.—He ſaid it would be 
a glaring abſurdity indeed, and might. bring on irreparable 
ho if the law was not to be general—that the contagi- 
on was in its progreſs, and who could know where it would 
end ?—That none but delinquents could fuffer under any ge- 
neral law. He mentioned two Iriſh acts which had not been 
mentioned before, to ſhew two facts and precedents in point 
one, that a general law was made in fifth and ſixth of the Kings 
twoand twenty years ago, and afterwards continued by a new 
amending law of the fifteenth and ſixteenth cf the preſent King 


upon local offences, viz. Whiteboyiſm and riots only in three 


or four Iriſh counties; another fact was, that a riot law has 
ſubſiſted in this kingdom now upwards of two and twenty 
years; therefore it was not a new idea in this country, and 
ts perfectly congenial with true Iriſh and Engliſh liberty, 

tHe ſaid that the Engliſh riot act was made in a country re- 
markable for its ſentiments of liberty, upon partial diſtur- 
bances only in a few counties in England ; that though it was 
called a riot act, he conſidered it as a bill of peace, and a ſe- 
curity ua riot; a bill not of blood, but to prevent the ef- 
fuſion of human blood, and the torture of our fellow-creature3 


and their properties. He faid his friends in the county of Kil- 


kenny, and other counties in Leinſter, would feel jealous if 
they were not to have the benefit and ſhield of this bill of peace. 


But what was ſtill nearer to him was the ſecurity of the coun- 


ty of Wexford, from the invaſions of its troubleſome neigh» 
bours of other countizs—He ſaid, that if it were not for the 
virtues, the ſpirit, and the exertions of the gentlemen and in- 
habitants of the county of Wexford, they would have been 
are by a large body of whiteboys from Carlow and Kil- 
enny. | | 

He found great fault with the precedent quoted on the other 
ſide, the hearts of ſteel act. He called ic a wicked and un- 
conſtitutional law, and a ſtrange authority indeed to come from 


28 contending by its precedent for the conſtitution of 
teland. | 5 
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Mr. Oc. e.—l1 am extremely obliged to the honourable gen- Mr. Ogle 
tleman for the vaſt regard he ex preſſes for the county of Wex- ſupports the 


ford, and thank him Pr ſhewing the danger which threatens to bill. 


invade it from the county of Kilkenny. If he had recurred 
back to the year 1775, in which the magiſtrates of the county 
of Wexford and 1 had the honour to receive the thanks of 
government for our exertions in maintaining the public peace, 


he would have known with what indignation and ſeverity we 
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can chaſtiſe diſturbers of out peace, come they from whence 
they will. He would havt» ſeen the folly of threatening us 
with an invaſion from the county of Kilkenny, and he would 
have known, that had the inſurgents ventured to paſs the wa- 


ter, into our county, we would have whipped them back,— | 


Sir, we laugh at ſuch invaders. | 
Sir, I did not fpeak laſt night upon this bill, though anxi- 


| ous leſt any man ſhould ſuppoſe that, repreſenting as I do à 


county, where the worth and honour of the inhabitants is the 
ſtrongeſt pledge of peace, I ſhould be a lukewarm friend to 
1 do not pretend to ſay from what cauſes the neceſſity of 
the bill has ariſen, but I think men of warm imaginations and 
ſtrong zcal have gone ſome what too far in declaring the proteſ- 
tant religion in danger. However, the circumſtances of the 


preſent times call for the bill, which ſhould continue in force 


till tranquillity is reſtored, and whigh I think ſhould be ex- 
tended univerſally: For J do not feel the ſmalleſt affront even 
to that county where it 1s impoſſible for riot or di ſorder to 
exiſt. . 


| Mafor Doyle Major DoyLe.—As'l perceive that gentlemen in ſpeaking 
op«.0i« the to the ſeveral clauſes of this bill, have entered into a diſcuſſion 


riot bill. 


of its general merits, I ſhall, with permiſſion of the commit- 
tee, 2\ail myſelf of the precedent : I had, indeed, intended 
to have delivered my ſentimerts at large on the ſubject, in the 
debate of laſt night; but beſide that [ found myſelf ably an- 


. ticipated in many points, I felt too grateful for the paſt indul- 


gences of the Houſe, to treſpafs on its exhauſted fpirits, I 
therefore contented myfelf with a bare negative to the commit- 
tal of the bill, and though I had the misfortune of differing on 
that queſtion, from many reſpeRable friends of mine; yet, Sit, 
] never gave a vote, which, upon reflection, affords me more 


ſatisfaction; nor indeed is my opinion altered by the letter 


which was afterwards produced by the right honourable gen- 
tleman [Attorney General) ſtating the violent and fanguinary 
code of laws which Captain Right had the inſolence to ordain 
for his riotous followers —— Why, Sir, every man mult ſee 
the letter to be the production of ſome arch wag, as a parody 
by anticipation of the right honourable gentleman's own bill, 
and it muſt be confeſſed he has ſucceeded marveilouſly well.— 
Before | enter upon the bill, let me take notice of two argu- 
ments adduced for its committal, which ſeemed to have weight 
with ſome gentlemen 3 but which, I confels, appeared to ine 
to carry very little force with them The tirſt, that the 
bill ſhould be committed, and thereby its principle eſtabliſhed, 
becauſe its title is unexceptionable: If this were fair argu- 
ment, muſt not every bill be committed, for would any man 
be ſo abſurd as to bring forward a bill, with an exceptionable 


; 


title, to damn the meaſure upon the very face of it) The ſam- 


ple is always good, though the commodity may be damaged. 
And we know that much miſchief has been done by bad bills 
with good titles, and pernicious pamphlets with prefaces ſpe- 
cious and plauſible, —Again it is faid, we ſhould commit the 
bill, becauſe in the committee we may purify it from thoſe 
clauſes which all parties agree to reprobate. Now, if a clauſe 
is too bad to meet any ſupport here, it was certainly too bad 
to have been introduced. What would you ſay to a merchant 
who ſhould aſk ten prices for an article, and if you were igno- 


rant or giddy, would take it; — but who, if you (attentive 


to the intereſt of thoſe who employed you) ſhould cheapen it. 
would be well ſatitfied with the tenth of his demand? Would 
you not ſay, he was unfit to be truſted by the public. Or 
ſuppoſe a robber (parleying with your ſervant for admiſſion in- 


to your houſe at night) ſhould ſay I am indeed no robber, 


though I have a ſuſpicious appearance, do, let me in, for you 
know if I ſhould even prove a robber, you can at any time find 


means to turn me out again. Now I do not think the door 


ſhould be opened, However, as a majority are of a different 
opinion, I conclude I am wrong, and ſhall therefore ſpeak 
to the bill as it is committed, © with all its imperfeCtions on its 
head.“ For though there is an idea prevails, that ſome clauſes 
will be given up, yet the right honourable gentleman takes 


pride in having inſerted them. If his object was to wound the 


feelings of an unoffending and 1oyal body of men, I fear he 
will have ſucceeded—a blow directed againſt a man, is as great 
an affront as though it were not intercepted by the arm of a 
friend. If you tell them you conſider them as enemies, you 
may perhaps make them ſuch, Crede quod habes et habes, In 
giving my ſentiments upon this ſubjeR, I do diſclaim in the 
lirongeſt manner every idea of party influence The ſubject is 


of too great magnitude, and fo far am I from wiſhing to be un- 


derſtood as in oppoſition to government, that I will be bold to 
ſay, that there is not a man in this Houſe, or in this country, 
who would go farther to ſupport the good government of it, 
and I do think, that I ſtrongly evince my deſire of ſtrength- 
ening the hands of government, when I oppoſe a bill, which 
inevitably weaken the hands of thoſe who govern ; for it is ab- 
ſurd to ſuppoſe that government in cheſe countries can exift by 
force alone, and if it could, I am ſure the noble duke who re- 
preſents our gracious ſovereign, would diſdain ſuch means.— 
No, Sir, the conſtitutional principles which were implanted in 
bis mind in his own country, are too deeply rooted to be warp- 
ed by ary evil communication he may have had in ours. And 

I mention this noble perſonage, let me add, that as far as 


by us tendency to alienate the affections of the governed, muſt 
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the influence of private virtues, and good qualities is ſuffered 
to operate, this country can have nothing to apprehend. But 
it is the misfortune of his ſituation to have perſons put upon 
him, whoſe political principles are diametrically oppoſite to 
his own. Now, Sir, I will ſtate the arguments urged for the 
introduction of this extraordinary meaſure, and ſhall endeavour 
to give an anſwer to each; firſt then the riotous behaviour of 
the peaſantry in the South—I do admit that fone of the pea- 


fants in ſome of the counties of one of our provinees, heve 


committed very heinous offences, for which | hope they may 
ſuffer the utmoſt rigour of the law; and I thjnk it behove: 
every friend to this country tb aſſiſt in bringing ſuch ruffians to 
puniſhment z but though their conduct ſtrikes me with indig- 
nation, it does not with aſtoniſhment ! Oppreſſion will make even 
a wiſe man mad. How muſt it operate upon an ignorant pe-far« 
try! That they are and have long been ſorely oppreſſed every 
man will admit have the authority of the right honourable 
gentleman himſelf for the aſſertion. This is not the time to 
enter into an inveſtigation of the cauſes from whence their diſ- 
trefſes have originated; I hope an opportunity will be given for 
enquiring both into the cauſes, and the beſt means of removing 
them; neither of which appear to me ſo difficult as is generally 
imagined; and I think a mode may be deviied advantageous to 
all parties. 1 

But this is foreign to the argument. Vear after year have 
theſe poor unfortunate men looked for telief from the legilla- 
ture of their country, but vain were their hopes—and hope de- 
ferred maketh the heart fick.— Nay, vir, thoſe who pleaded 
in their behalf were derided z and I beg the Houſe will attend 
to this circuinſtance (as the principal reaſon given tor refuling 


any relief to their preſent diſtreſſes, is, that tome of them are 


in a ſtate of riot.)—The firſt ſeſſion I had the honour of a ſeat 
in this Houſe, I did propoſe to relieve from the tax of hearth- 
money, thoſe poor creatures who poſſeſſed but one hearth. | 
was anſwered, no; the people do not complain; will you 
lend them a grievance ? Now that they do not want to borrow 
grievances, having plenty of their own, their yery complaints 
are given as reaſons againſt-rebeving them. It is aſked, will 
you relieve people. in arms? I ſay, no? I will puniſh them, but 
Iwill relieve, inſtead of puniſhing, the diſtreſſed who are not 
in arms. The ſecond reaſon given is the inſufficiency of the 
laws. Now 1 quote the right honourable gentleman hiniſelf 
againſt the argument, for every man muſt remember the matk- 
ed expreſſion of that gentleman upon a former. occaſion, when 
the peace of the country was ſaid to be in danger from perions 
of an higher rank. That the arm of the law was too ſtrong 
for any who ſhould dare to oppole it.” I rejo ce that it was 


= 
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But if it were too ſtrong then for ſuppoſed offenders of high 


tank, can it now require additional ſtrength againſt offen- 
ders of this low deſpicable deſcription ? Sir, our laws are al- 
teady too numerous and too ſanguinary; let us not therefore 
ſtteich them till they emulate the bloody code of Draco 
Now, this Draco was the Attorney General of Athens; he 
was fond of ſtrong government; he puniſhed every crime with 
death, and was therefore ſaid to have written his laws not in 
ink, but in blood,—Sir, when the right honourable gen- 
tleman deſired leave to bring in a T* for the further ſtrength- 
ening the hands of government, I was ſilent; though I did 
not fee the neceſſiy for the meaſure. But I thought unani- 
mity in this Houſe, upon that occaſion, would mark to thoſe 
deluded wretches, that though many felt the diſtreſſes of the 
poor, yet none would countenance the outrages of the rio- 
tous; and J had hoped the right honourable gentleman would 
have looked for the ſame unanimity by the moderation of the 
meaſure he would produce. In vain we look for it in this 
bill. In every ſentence death and devaſtation meet the eye. 
—Perſecution and gloomy bigotry ſadden every page. 
The third reaſon is, the mal-adminiſtration of the magiſ- 
trates—I do not defend them but great grievances are apt 
to excite great feeling, even to the relaxation of duty. No 
new law is neceſſary for their puniſhment. The right honour- 
able gentlemen has a ready remedy, which we know he has 
not been unapt to uſe; 1 need not ſay I mean ATTacu- 
VENT, and we know it has been uſed in caſes not juſtifiable. 
Thelaſt, though not the leaſt reaſon, is the danger of the eſta- 
bliſhed church, and the conſtitution ſo materially connected 
with it. | 4:15 3 

For my part, I do not ſee what religion has to do with the 
buſineſs ; and I wiſh moſt ſincerely it had never been brought 
into the queſtion. If robbed on the high-way, would you 
think of enquiring the religion of the robber ? In ſpeaking to 
this point, I cruſt I ſhall not be out of order, if 1 take ſome 
notice of a late pamphlet, upon the principles of which this 
bill is evidently founded. This firſt is declaratorv—the laſt 
enacling perſecution the object of both: Were it anonymous, 
or under a fictitious ſignature, I ſhould paſs it by in filence 
but the elevated rank the ſacred function nay, the reſpecta- 
ble character of the right reverend author, all combine to give Ill impreſſ- 
weight to the miſrepretentations it contains. Sir, it was with eg freche 
great indignation I was a witneſs to the ill impreſſions which 4 


. ; : ruiſ- ſtate- 
were received in the ſiſter kingdom, of the ſtate of this coun- ment of 2 
try, from the miſ-ſtatements of that pamphlet,——lreland is pamphlet. 


tepreſented as being on the eve of a rebellion, or rather (as 
m_ eloquently expreſſed by a much lamented character) in a 
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ſtate of ſmothered war; for it appeared that ſeven- eighths of 
the people were determined to over-curn the preſent eſtabliſh. 
ment in church and ſtate; for it is gravely aſſerted, that Ll 
Peter is reconciled to his rebellious brother Tohn, for the pur- 
peſe of pulling down pour brother Martin. If this wete true, 
the legiſlature ſhould, in common prudence, take meaſures fur 
the extirpation of thoſe who look for its deſtruction: And | 
do not know whether it would be very expedient, even 
though it wete poiſible, to extirpate ſeven-eighths of our inha- 
bitants. | | | 

But if it be not true, ean the pamphlet be called any thing 
but alibel againſt the credit of the country? Will any man 
of property ſettle among us z or can any man who hears me, 
though perhaps the belt ſecurity in the nation, borrow one 

uinea when Ireland is ſuppoſed to be in a ſtate of rebellion? 
his affects only our credit, the libel goes furcher—it diſturbs 
our internal peace z it deſtroys the confidence between man 


and man, and tears open, with the unhallowed hands of gloo- 


my bigotry, the wounds juſt healed by the balmy ſpirit of 
philanthropy. God forbid, Sir, that our holy religion ſhould 
depend for its ſupport upon perſecution. No, Sir, its greateſt 
glory is univerſal toleration and benevolence. I ſhould be 

rry to be miſunderſtood when I advert to the miſtakes of one 
right reverend prelate, as though I ſhould glance at the reſpec- 
table bench on which he fits. I have the honour of being 
known to many of their lordſhips, and I refpe& the characters 


of them all. At the very time, and in the very province, 


when the pamphlet of one right reverend prelate was ſtrewing 
diſſentions among the followers of the goſpels, the pen of ano- 
ther was more ably employed in the honourable work of har- 
monizing thoſe goſpels. (Dr. Newcomen, biſhop of Water- 
ford.] But for the honour of religion, for the honour of hu- 
manity, I am willing to believe that the right reverend author 
did not foreſee the miſchief he was about to do; ] impute it to 
an indiſcreet zeal for the good, and perhaps for the goods of 
the church, and I ſhall only ſay, ** taat the zeal of the Houle 
hath eaten him up.“ | | 
Now ſee how.unjuſt it is to viſit on the whole Roman Ca- 
tholic body the fins of the _—_y few; for 1 will ſuppoſe the 
majority of thoſe rioters to be of that, (if they are of any re- 
ligion) becauſe the majority of the inhabitants of that province 
are ſo, If a party of thoſe ruffians attack the property of 2 
clergyman, it is conſidered as a deliberate deſign of the whole 
body to overturn the eſtabliſhed religion, although ſome of the 
— reſpectable of that community ſhall have been moſt attve 
in bringing them to juſtice, end although their own clergy 
ſuffered by them, in common with ours, Might it not be 35 
well argued, becauſe the property of a mich reſpected friend 
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of mine, one of the ableſt judges in the land, was attacked by 
a mob in the North, who were probably of the preſbytery, be- 
cauſe the majority of the Iower claſs there, are of that perſua- 
ſion, that therefore the whole body of preſbyterians had a de- 
liberate deſign to overturn the law; the reaſoning is equally 
abſurd in both caſes. It is no bad maxim, where there are two 
handles to take hold of the cleaneſt, I ſhould therefore judge 
of thoſe people from the conduct of the moſt reſpectable, not 
of the moſt profligate individuals. The demerits of the latter 
are blazoned forth, while the merits of the former are loſt in 
oblivion's nay I may ſay are to be puniſhed. The proteſtant 
mou 


bill, the chapel of this very nobleman may be pulled about his 
ears, if a right-boy ſhall be ſworn in the vicinity of it. Could 
it have been believed that within five little years from the glo- 
rious revolution of 1782, toleration ſhould have need of advo- 
cates, a principle by the operation of which, directed by the 
ability, virtue and public ſpirit of my right honourable friend 
upon the floor, [Mr. Grattan] this revolution was accompliſh- 


ed, and I will be bold to ſay that by toleration alone, Ireland 


can continue free and independent. By being united, you re- 
covered your conſtitution Suffer yourſelves to be diſunited, 
and you will recover your chains. — Dit ide et inpera is the 
maxim upon which the bill is founded. It is unneceſſary for 
me to add, I am againſt it. | 


clergy, and the whole county in which he lives, have unani- 
y returned thanks to a reſpectable nobleman of that reli- 

on, for his exertion in preſerving the peace of the neighbour-. 
ood: where his influence is deſervedly great. And yet by this 
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Mr. ConoLLy roſe with ſome watmth. He ſaid, I deſire ta wx. Conolty 
ſay a few words in anſwer to what has fallen from the gentle- vindicates 
man who has attacked the character of my moſt particular the conduct 


friend; and I ſay that there is not in this or any other country 


a more virtuous and honourable man than that prelate; and if 
he has brought the country into a ſcrape, it was done with the 
very beſt intent, to ſupport the religion. of the ſtate and the 
conſtitution, as ſettled at the revolution, as became an honeſt 


of 2 right 
reverend 


prelate. 


man. Time will come when gentlemen will forget the revolu- 


tion obtained for this country by a rizht honourable member 
who fits near me, [Mr. Grattan] But never the revolution 
which placed the preſent family on the throne. When the two 
countries were joined, the proteſtant ſubjects were much the 
majority, but in Ireland, ſtanding alone, the proteſtants are a 
ſmall minority indeed ; it therefore behoves them to uſe cireum- 
ſpection. I did think upon the firſt view of this bill, that it 


had ſome objectionable parts; but the right honourable mover 


ed pry to prune them off, and as it is {aid to originate 
Vor VII-+ as > 4 or 
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with that _ 'reverend prelate, whom I certainly reſpect, 
Vith the bleſſing of God I will ſupport it. ] 
Major Doyle Major DoYLE.— Sir, I have no doubt but the right reverend 
— prelate deſerves every praiſe that my right honourable friend has 
5 — * of beſtowed upon him, but I think his pamphlet has deſerved all 
a pamph- that I ſaid upon it. I confined my obſervations to the work, 
let. and not the author; but it would give me great concern, if 
any thing which fell from me could in the ſmalleſt degree hurt 
the feelings of his right honourable friend. But when the tight 
reverend prelate ſent his bock into the world, under his own 
ſignature, upon a matter cf ſo great importance, he muſt have 
expected it would have been commented upon. But to con- 
vince the committee that the miſchievous tendency of the 
pamphlet is not imaginary, I will ſtate a fact, of which every 
man may judge for himſelf. Immediately previous to the 
1 of this pamphlet, I ſaw in a church in the North of 
reland, a congregation in which ſeveral diſſenters and Roman 
; Catholics had joined thoſe of the eftabliſhed religion. The 
proteſtant, the preſbyterian and the papiſt were all worſhipping 
their common God in the proteſtant church. I admired the 
enlightened ſpirit of liberality which ſeemed to pervade the 
country: I aſked how it had happened; I found that the cler- 
gyman preached nothing but religion and morality z and | 
ound he did not write pamphlets. Upon my return, and imme- 
diately ſubſequent to the publication cf the pamphlet, I found 
the ſpirit of philaathropy had fled ; and in its room appeared a 
gloomy jealouſy ard diſtruſt, which terminated in a direct at- 
rack, made by a party of diſſenters upon a few of their pro- 
piſh neighbours, which latter were forced to take refuge for 
leveral nights, under the protection of their landlord, a reſpec- 
table member of this Houſe. This confirmed me in the idea 
I bad conceived of the dangerous tendency of this pamphlet 
when I had firſt read it: ]; muſt ſuppoſe the author intended it 
ſhould have very different effects ; for othgrwite I ſhould not 
think | had done my duty by my country in treating it with 
the moderation which 1 have done. 


Mr. Arthur; Mr. AxTyur Wor re ſpoke of five thouſand of the in- 
Wolfe.  ſurgents marching in a body, carrying the thirteen American 
ſtripes on their colours. ' 


Mr, Gratta Mr. GxarTTAN.—1 do not wiſh to prolong the debate on 
ſupports the this amendment; it has taken up too much time already. It is 
eat. fair to ſuggeſt amendments, though not always proper to prels 

them. All 1 ſay with reipect to the pretent amendment is, 

that idea of it is not liable to the charge of abfurdity with 

which gentlemen have loaded it. 1 tated yeſterday that the bill 

with all its other objections was univertal and perpetual z the 

removal of the other objections by che concellions of Laſt night, 


* 
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and the agreeing to limit the duration of the bill, does in a 


great degree diminiſh the objection to its univerlality, and make 
1t a matter of much leſs moment. . 

However, the idez is not that abſurdity which gentlemen 
have conceived, You acknowledge this bill to be a meaſure 
founded on the exceſſes of a part of the kingdom, and to be a 
very ſtrong meaſure of coercion for thoſe partial exceſſes z not 
a penal code for the nation, but a temporary occaſional act of 
error, applicable only to a particular part of it. On that 
principle, the idea of its reſttiction to that region of exceſs 
which made it neceſſary, is not abſurd in conception, nor 
would it be ſo in conſequence; for if the terror of this law 
ſhall drive the inſurgents of the South to the North, as is ſup- 
poſed, it will have had part of its effect it will have diſperſed 
the inſurgents of the South, and have prevented the repetition 


of their crimes, unleſs you think that the crime is tranſitory, 


and that men in the North can burn churches in the South, and 
confederate againſt the tithe of the Southern clergy ;z theſe in- 
ſurgents ſo diſperſed, will probably be taken, ſent back to their 
country, and executed under the law); there is therefore no 
abſurdity in the conſequence of this idea, nor do I ſee that it 
is unprecedented : You have in the act relative to the hearts of 


ſteel, made a law, penal and local, not only changing the 
yenue in four Northern counties, but altering the nature of 


certain offences which have been or ſhall be committed in 
theſe counties. 8 | = 
Gentlemen reprobate this act; yes, but here is that prece- 
dent which you denied to exiſt, a partial penal law, for which 
moſt of you voted. I do not mean to juſtify all the principles 
of that law, but I will ſay the locality was the belt part of It. 
So much with reſpe& to an amendment, which if carried, muſt 
be greatly extended, for-it muſt go not only to the four counties 
named, but to the whole province of Munſter, part of Lein- 
ſter, and part of Connaught; ſo much for an amendment, 
which if miſſed and perſiſted in, I ſhall vote for, though | ſee 


vo reaſon for a diviſion among gentlemen on the ſubject, preſ- 


ſing it any further ; but though the amendment ſhouid be given 
up, I ſhall vote for the claute without it. I think the times 
require ſomething of this kind ; the debate to- ni ht has ſhewn 
it, and the ſtate of the country calls for it ; better perhaps re- 


- ſtrain the extent of a mealure of coercion, but at all events a 


meaſure of coercion is neceſſary. 
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Mr. Cox x x ſaid in the preſent circumſtances every poſſible Mr jCorry 


aid ought to be given to the government to ſtrengthen their 
hands where requiſite, and render their exertion effectual, and 


1e for ex- 
empting the 
northern 


accordingly every degree of concurrence had been afforded by counts, 
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gentlemen on that ſide of the Houſe, that wiſdom and the con- 
ſtitution could warrant, with a coolneſs and moderation that he 
highly applauded. He had, for one, from a motive of mode- 
ration, on the laſt night refrained from objecting to the bill, 
though he by no means thought it unobject onable; becauſe if 
he had any weight to add to the executive at ſuch a time as this 
he would do it, even though it might not be altogether neceſ- 
ſary. From the debate of the night, however, a ſtranger 
would have imagined that the queſtion was whether any diſ- 
turbances at all exiſted in the Sourh—No man queſtioned that 
Ciſturbances did exiſt, and in his opinion the private deta! 
of them had as well been avoided ; cert:inly the endeavour to 
prove the North of Ireland to be in a ſimilar ſituation, could 
not be very wife, when the fact was really otherwiſe. Some 
diſturbances there had been talked of; he was juit returned 
from that part of the country, and he could only fay that any 
petty irregularities that had happened, were as deſpicable for 


their movers, as inſignificant in their extent, and were at the 


time he ſpoke altogether too inconſiderable to be noticed, or 
ever mentioned in that Houſe, or any where elſe. He got up 
for the purpoſe of diſabuſing the Houſe on that point, and 
would add fo late in the debate but one word more: The 
queſtion was, he ſaid, the North being in peace, whether you 
would extend this bill there? in his opinion, better not—jea- 
loufies and conjectures, as to its effects and intentions, might 
ariſe there, of a nature tao delicate to be diſcuſſed, or ever to 
be mentioned in direct terms; he forbore, therefore, to do ſo. 
You have the Notth, ſaid he, in peace, let them continue in 


content and quiet, and thereby keep one part of the kingdom 


your ſure and ſteady friends, nor wantonly riſk diſturbing their 
repoſe. | 


Sir Richard Sir RI cHANDP Muscrave expreſſed his aſtoniſhment that 
Muſgrave, the gentlemen at the oppoſite fide of the Houſe ſhould make fo 


light of the inſurrections in the South. He ſaid he had ſerved 
the office of ſheriff laſt year in the county of Waterford, into 
which the contagion had ſpread, though the inhabitants of it 
were generally very peaceable and amenable to the laws; but 
they were ſo infected with that ſpirit of turbulence which pre- 
vailed in the adjacent counties as to run into every exceſs of 
licentiouſneſs. Two thouſand white boys entered the county 
of Waterford, from the county of Tipperary, with the laws of 
Captain R'ght in their hands, which they promulgated with all 


the formality of legiſlators: and they compelled people to take 


an oath to obey them. They infulted the governor of the 
county, who was reduced to the necellity of appearing in court 


- as a witneſs to proſecute in behalf of the crown, becauſe from 


the general ſpiric of combination no other perſon would do it. 
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He ſaid he was ſurpriſed to hear an honourable gentleman call 
a pamphlet publiſhed by a reverend prelate a ſeditious libel, 


| He faid he was well acquainted with that prelate, that he poſ- 


ſefled great learning and every virtue that could adorn human 
nature g that as his dioceſan clergy were grievouſly perſecuted 
and on the point of ſtarving, it was his duty to ſtate their diſ- 
treiſes to the public, to ring the alarm bell, and to declare that 
the exiſtence of the proteſtant religion was in danger; which he 


faid was the caſe. That every fact ſtated in that pamphlet by 


the reverend prelate relative to the ſufferings of his clergy, was 
ſtrialy true. That many vile turbulent agitators were at 


this time active in aſperſing the charactet of the national clergy, 
and of poiſoning the minds of the public againſt the governs -, 
ment. That he did not know {o reſpeQable a body of men. 


That they were liberal, humane, and beneficent.— That they 
teach the children religion not only by preaching but by their 
example. That they are almoſt the only ſet of men who cul- 
tivate and diſſeminate 2 taſte for polite literature, and that ele- 
gance of mind and urbanity of manners which attends it, and 
he feared that the national morals would ſuffer greatly if they 
experienced any depreſſion, _ | n 
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Mr. Bxowne (of the College) lamented that he ſhould Mr, Browne 
again be called up at a late hour, and in-a frame of mind ill of the Cot- 


uited to addreſſing a large audience; but he could not ſuffer lese. 


any attack upon the right reverend prelate, ' on whoſe pamphlet 


they had ſo unneceſſarily and improperly fat in judgment, to 


paſs unnoticed, It was very extraordinary that a pamphlet 
ſhould be attacked for language'which had been held that night 
by half the Houſe. The author had ſaid nothing more than 


Nd Juſt been ſaid by a learned gentleman on the floor, and 
' received with the utmoſt applauſe :— That there were dar= 


getbus parties in the kingdom, who would take advantage of 
the preſent diſturbances, if they proceeded further, and form 
ſchemes not dreamt of at firſt. That there was a faction in the 
country (and ſo there was, and no man could deny it) hoſtile 
to the eſtabliſhed church, hoſtile: to the proteſtant — Ys 
hoſtile to the acts of ſettlement, and the titles to their eſtates, 


That the property of the country differed from that of any 


other country in the World, In other countries the landed 


title is purchaſe, here it is forfeiture. The old proptietor 


feeds the eternal memory of his ancient claim. The property 
of this country reſembles the thin ſoil of volcanic countries, 
lizlitly2ſpread over ſubterraveous fires, | That ſuch a party 
would naturally wiſh to run-down the eſtabliſhed church; that 
the attack upon tithes would afford them an excellent inſtru- 
— which they would not let ſlip, was what the learned 
pielare had ſaid, and what numbers of the moſt reſpectable 


| 5 
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gentlemen in the Houſe had confirmed. The pamphlet had 


been improperly introduced, and afterwards entirely miſrepre- 
ſented. The writer was one of the moſt learned, moſt re- 
ipectable, moſt uſeful characters ever known. Where could 
be found a man with equal means of doing good, who had 
contributed more to the advancement of religion and the good 
of ſociety ? If gentlemen were ſo fond of condemning books, 
why did they not take notice of a book that was a creed among 
the Roman catholics—a Hiſtory of Ireland, written not long 
fince by Dr. Curry, and lately publiſhed by a celebrated cha- 
racter of that perſuaſion ?—In that the proteſtant gentlemen of 


this country were tepteſented as invaders and uſurpers, viola» 


tors of treaties and public faith—the very eldeſt born of perk- 
dy and injuſtice. The caudine fauces never were made more 
a reproach to the Romans than the pretended violation of the 


© articles of, Limerick. If ſuch books as theſe paſſed without 


Mr. Maſon. 


Mr. Dillon, 


Mc. Trench. Mr. Tannen faid if be conceived the bill as a fp cies of 


cenfure, and the moſt meritorious publications of the heads of 
the church were reprobated, what would people without doors 


think of the Houſe of Commons, and what encouragement 


would it give to the enemies of eſtabliſhment ? 

He denied chat the learned prelate, or himſelf, or any other 
man, had thrown an indiſcriminate flur upon the whole body of 
the Roman Catholĩcs ; on the contrary, he was ſure great num- 
bers of them were highly loyal, and moſt ſtrongly attached to 
P But that ſurely could not be alledged as a reaſon 

or railing them on the ruins of the eſtabliſhed church, and 
with the riſk of a ſubverſion of all property. - 

He ſaid the pamphlet had been moſt grofsly miſtepreſented, 
as to its being aimed againſt proteſlant diſſenters, whom he 
eonſidered as very meritorious and ſtrong friends to liberty, 


and the canſtitution in ſtate, though not in church, which in - 


deed they did not themſelves pretend. He ſaid be was in la- 
vour of a riot-aQ. : Eh | 
Mr. Mas ow faid he laughed at the idea of making it local; 
ſuch a thing as a local law might be proper in the great empire 
of Rutha,' conſiſting of many vaſt countries, but in this little 
illand it would be ridiculous. 1 x 


Mr. DIL I ox urged the neceſſity of making it general, and 


aſſured the Houſe that it had been with great difficulty the 
ſpirit of iaſurredion had been kept from ſpreading into Con» 
naught. 3 * ? : : | 


mulQ, or puniſhment or local delinquency, be woul Certain= 
ly move to have the county where he reſided excepted, as the 
magiſtracy there had effeQtually checked the torrent, which 
would — have over · tun the kingdom. The bill irugk 
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him in a different light from many. He thought the preſent 
penal laws. were ſufficient for the generality of offences of 
great magnitude; but that miſdemeanors, or the minsra cri- 
mina, were On ſuch a footing that it was impollible for a ma- 
giſtrate to keep within the ftri&t letter of the law and to be- 


neſfit his country. | 


Thus he judged the ſcope of the bill to be an enlargement 

of the puniſhment for mifdemeanors, and as ſuch it brought a 
ertainty to magiſtrates how. to act; and though it ſhould not 
* enforced, it had its uſes, by being held up ia terrorem. As he 
judged it an advantage, it ought to have a general application. 


The SecxeTARY or STaTe declared himſelf ſtrongly The Seere- 
againſt the amendment, and inſiſted that it se contrary to the 477 of State. 
principles of the conſtitution, and inconſiſtent with the duty | 
of a repreſentative of the boogie to vote for it. He faid the 
Jaw was a mind without affeQion, and that thoſe who made 
the law ought to diveſt themſelves of all local partialities. He 

_ obſerved: that every member of the Houſe, from whatever 
place returned, was by the conſtitution a repreſentative of the 
whole people of Ireland, whole fecurity conſiſted in this, 
that the repreſentative could make no law that did not equally 
bind himſelf and every one of his fellow- ſubjects. By a cri- 
ninal code exempting one province of the kingdom from its 
authority, the people would be deprived of their common ſe- 
eurity, and the member who voted for it would act in dire& 
oppoſition to the fundamental principle of repreſentation. A 
gentleman of the higheſt profeſſional character had affirmed that 
there had been no inſtance of ſuch a proceeding, and called 
upon the advocates for it to produce a ſingle precedent to war- 
rant it. A right honourable, gentleman had mentioned the act 
of the 11th and 12th of his preſent Majeſty, by which perfons 
guilty of ſeveral offences enumerated in that act were to be 
tried in the county of the city of Dublin; but this was not 
ſuch a precedent, and if it was, the conſequence! gave no en- 
couragement to follow it. That act had a retroſpect to the firſt 
of January preceding, and was principally for the purpole of 
changing the place of trial, from a neceſſity merely lacal 3 but 
the preſent bill looked only to the future and not to the paſt,. 
and no ſuch local neceſſity exiſted ;. but the. conſequences 
ſhewed that the precedent was to be avoided, © He had proſe- 
cured for the crown under that act, and ti priſoners were ac- 
quitted contrary to evidence, fiom the ſtrongeſt prejudice in 
tie minds of the jurors againſt a law-which ſubjected the lives 
of their fellow ſubjects of one province to a mode of trial 
and puniſhment from which the reſt of tho community was 
exempt, :” That prejudice of a ſimilar nature may influence the 
Jurors in the South of Ireland, if ſuch an unuſual exception 
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as thot now contended for ſhould prevail. He therefore urged 
ſtrongly that a precedent ſo highly unconſtitutional, and to 
which nothing ſimilar could be found, ſhould not be adoptedy 
and ſaid it would do honour to the committee that the ſpeech 
of a learned member, one of the ableſt he had ever heard in par- 
liament, ſbould produce unanimity” © © 


ir Edward Sir EDWaR DP NEWENHAM.—I would not now trouble the 
ewenham. Houſe but for ſome expteſſions dropt by the right honourable 
| Aud learned member [the Secretary of State] who ſpoke laſt; 
the doctrine he laid down, 1 never can accede to; he denies 
| locality of repreſentation to be binding on the repreſentative, 
and deems every member a general repreſentative ; I ſpeak 
under every diſadvantage in differing from ſo great and reſpec- 
table an authority; but I deny the poſition. I think every 
membet in the Houfe is bound in duty, in the firſt inſtance, 
to take care of the honour and intereſt of his immediate con- 
ſtituents; that being accompliſhed, the general repreſentation 
becomes his ſecond object. Cork may have a ſeparate intereſt 
from Dublin; it would ill become a member of Cork to yield 
s intereſt to thoſe of Dublin ; on that ground 1 muſt differ 
from my right honourable colleague, and vote for the motion 
now before -the committee, to exctude the county of Dublin 
from this bill of pains and penalties; that county was nevet 
diſgraced with inſurgents againſt the eſtabliſhed church. I 
would defend the rights of the eſtabliſned clergy at the hazard 
of my liſe and property, if it was made local, particularly as 
that inſulting and oppreſſive clauſe againſt the Roman Catho- 
Hcs, a elauſe the moſt tyrannical that ever appeared, is given 
up. I would vote for a conſidetable part of the bill.— An 
konourable member on the floor has mentioned that the thirteen | 
ſtripes were catried through ſome counties by theſe daring in- 
ſurgents. I wiſh he had named the county that diſgraced that 
glorious banner, by diſplaying it in a bad and unconftitutional | 
ciuſe= chat banner is facred,” and belongs only to thoſe rea! | 
friends of /conſtirotional! liberty, who ſaved America from 
flavery ; Whenever the liberties and conſtitution of Ireland are 
in danger, no deubt but the Iriſh harp will be properly dif- 
played. ©1 3&0 n 9101375 n: * OY DIEGO Ya: 
The committee 97975 on the motion for reſtraining the 
operation of t e bill to Cork, Kerry, Limerick and Tippe- 
rary, when, there appeared for the amendment, 
il Rye 143 — Noes — 1765. 
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The order of the pus or 6 0 1 8 4 engine on a 
county of Down road bi being read „n ble , 


Mr. CuaxLes O'NetLL faid chat upon peruſing: the votes Mr. Charks 
be was very much aſtonjſbed to find, that an, infiruQion; d O'Neill 
been given to that commuttee entirely foreign, to the purpoſe e of 
che bill; that of empowering the treaſurer of lis county. of 
Dublin to keep a clerk, at an additional expence to the coun- 

y. Whatever harſh name this: might be called without doors, 
2 was ſure the right honourab!e gentleman, who. moved: the- 
clauſe had no ſuch intention as that of introducing it; {gg 
his private advantage; he was ſure his intentions were honour- 
able, but nevertheleſs he would not have ir ſh&wn' as a prece 
dent, and ſhould therefore move that the nitration be difs 
W 29M 


4, awww = 


Mr. Ganpinex faid there was a a queſtion be before the Houſe, Mr. Cardi- 
that of going into the committee; till that was over no other ner. 
queſtion could come befote the Houſme. 


Mr. Curran ſaid he. had often reprobated | that- ſhameful 1 Mir.Cuirran. | 
practice of introducing into local or private. bills ſubjeQs en- 
tirely foreign to the title of them. It had beema; remarkable 
ſaying of a right honourable gentleman, ho did not ſit then 
among them, that he would undertake to paſs a bill of attain- 
der on the Lords and 'Commons of Parliament: under the name: 
of a road bill. However, he had a ſincere hope that the ri ight 
honourable gentleman would not force a clauſe. finuggled 4 in 
upon them in a thin Houſe. D 0 n 


Tbe queſtion was then put upon going into AL committee, 
— was carried, and Sir Richard KE them took the 
air. 


Mr. Ganpiner chen Reeſehted the Gauſs, 5 F 


HO BY 

The ATTORNEY Genes AL ſaid as a irgpholder of the coun- The Ativrs* 
ty of Dublin, he would. 0 ppoſe the clauſe, bec g the taxes vey General. 
were rather too great in 4 county a ready: ; 1 i ſaid he, 
L cannot lee what a treaſuret's clerk in the county of 
has to do with a bill for regulating preſentments, i in the county 
of Down. Indeed think the practice of uſbering 1 in a 510 
different from the bill itſelf, has had very rnicious conſe - 
quences, 1 therefore hope this claiſe will not be preſſed. dot Me 


Mr. Gai Ner ſaid be could produce numerous TEAR Mr, Cad. 


of this kind; he ſaid it would be mach more expealiye to bring ner, 


in a ſeparate bill for the purpoſe. | 


2 PARLIAMENTARY Tes. 22, 


| Mir. Maſon. — Maton faid there was" 2 poſitive order 1 the Houſe 
againſt fuch proceedings z chat no committee ſhould receive a2 

clauſe different from the title auf 8 of the Bl... 

Mr. Gardi- Mr. Ganvinen faid, as the clauſe ſeemed fo objectionable 

ner. to gentlemen he would not preſs it, but poſtpone the conſide- 

mation of it till to-morrow. LU UF ig) obs 

ITI "The Speaker then took the chair, and Sir Richard: John - 
reported ptogrels z upon which the committee was ordered to 


fir again next day. : 


The Houſe then reſolved ieſelf into a committee of the 
whole Houſe on the riot bill, Mr. Serjeant Fitzgerald in the 
r en 28 | | 

Alter ſome converſation the bill was modelled: to the ſatis- 


# 
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a b 
He. Dennis The Hon. Dennis Browne declared that the navigati- | 
Browas. on accounts laid before the: Houſe were by no means fatkfaQo- 
ry; for they only fpecified ſo much to ſuch a one, &c. with- | 
out mentioning for what purpoſes, or entering into details of 
the - particulars, though che amount was '12,87 3]1.—He ſaid 
that the anſwers already given at the bar of the Houſe, by thoſe 
examined on that buſineſs, were af fo futile and evaſive a na- 
ture, as to render it almoft unneceſſary to order the ſame per- 

: ſons to attend. | HT 6009 WR 05. nc hte : 
Mr. Baggs was, however, ordered to attend on Saturday, at 0 
the bar of the Houſe... e. fi 

| The order of the Houſe for going into a committee on the 

county Down'bill was read. - | 5 d 
. Mr. Gaxvintx withdrew his clauſe relative to the appoint- in 
maent of a clerk to the treaſurer of the county of Dublin, cl 
nne 3 1 3.4 + #3 k 3 274 Þ 12 i ty a 

The report of the amendments and additions to the riot th 

bill was ate... + Day the queſtion put upon each, and pa 

Mr. Jon Mr. Joun, Wore propoſed an alteration in that part a 
Wolfe. which related to the continuation ok the bill, by me ing, that 2 
© © * after the Words“ the 25th of March; 1790, that the words b 
CC: and the remainder of the ſeſſion,” ſhould be left out.” lt on- 1 
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ly made a ſmall difference of time, and ſurely adminiſtration, 
he ſaid, would not deny fo ſmall a boon in order to have the 
whole paſs unanimouſly, j. 

After ſome remarks from. the gentlemen on both ſides, Mr. 
Wolfe withdrew his motion. | | 


1 


A petition of the merchant importers and manufacturers of Petition of 
tobacco in the town of Belfaſt was preſented to the Houſe and 2 — 
read ; ſetting forth, that the ſmuggling of leaf tobacco has — 
ariſen to ſuch an alarming height as to threaten not only to de- manutactur- 
creaſe his Majeſty's revenue in this branch, but utterly to de- ers of tobage 
ſtroy the petitioners huſineſs, to the great injuty of them and £90 _ 
theic families z that the «petitioners learn from unqueſtionable gelfaſt. 
authority that this complaint is general over the whole king- 
dom, and that every man of credit and property in the manu- 
faQuring branch muſt relinquiſh the trade or be ruined z that 
petitioners moſt humbly conceive that lowering the duties would £ 
tend very greatly to remedy this evil, but until this meaſure is 
adopted, that the confining the manufacture to the importing 
towns would be of infinite uſe to his Majeſty*s revenue, and 
to the fair induſtrious manufaQurer ; and herefors praying that 
a law may be paſſed limiting this branch of manufaRure to the 
importing towns, where the reſpectability and number of his 
Majeſty's officers prevent chis illicit trade, as it will be found 
on inveſtigation that it is in the interior part ofthe Country that 
ſnuggling is cheriſhed and ſupported. 7 OTST 


A petition of the priſoners now confined in the Four Courts Petition of 
Marſhalſea „Dublin, whoſe names are thereunto ſübſeribed, was fhepriſoners 
preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that ſaid Mar- — 2 | 
ſbalſea now contains one hundred prifoners and upwards, and Courts Mare 
often above two hundred, the major part of whom are; through ſhalſea, Dub» 
ſickneſs and long confinement, rendered incapable of ſupport - lin. 
ing themſelves in their confianement,' and ate brought to the 
loweſt ebb of diſtreſs; that no pen can defcribe the ery and 
diſtreſs of ſeveral of che este thadefingn and dealers donfined 
b in ſaid Marſhalſea, (who have formerly lived in opulence and 
| credit) endeayouring to ſpin on x miſerable — 
any means of ſupport either fot 'themſelves'or families,” further 
than the pawning or felling of their furnitute and wearing ap- 
parel, or the bounty of their friends, who generally grow 
weary of their ſolicitations; particularly when often repeated: 
that this Houſe was humanely pleaſed to paſt a bill in this 
kingdom in the twenty-fifth'year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, 
for the relief of inſolveng debtors,” which took places from the : 
firſt day of January, 1785, of which many hive got the bene- 
bt who were then in actual cuſtody 3* but the unfortunate pri- 
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ſoners who. were arreſted che. day after the ſaid firſt day of Ja- 
nuary, or any: day fince, could; have no benefit thereby, but 
have been obliged to remain ever ſince in confinement, and may 

rpetyally remain, unleſs the Houſe, through their unlimited 
Made) gde. to have 4 Hill paſſed for the relief of pe- 
titioners, and other inſolvent debtors confined in this kingdom, 


1 n the, late act, abe from ſuch time 
#29016, MAY. 


S >0128 the 


confine e e the 
d weft expences. 


242 «\ contract by their long confinement, render them uſeleſi to ſo- 
Jo W a prey to indolence and ſloth, and cauſe them to become 
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an incümbrance on the public; 
y petſon or .perſons,. confined for debts not 
- 2: of tool. ſhould receive from bis or their, 
plaintiffs 4decper ' days the ſame to be paid weekly, and on. 
iluce of ſuch payment that the priſoner ſhould be enlarged from 


<CuTU,z5ils :his.confinement. ; and alſo that a law-agent may be appointed 


4 


for ſuch canfined debtpts as ſhould appear objects of compaſii- 
on and injured by their creditors, allowing ſuch ſalary for him 
as the Houſe fbould.fbiok fit, which would be a means, of te- 
lieving che-oppreſſed, ſecure payment to the fair creditors, bre. 
vent the ,yazipus inpoliuons of ſolicitors who reſort to faid 
Magibalſea, in order to, impoſe on..the diſtreſſed, and. rob, them 
of any, lice avrans. which. they;may have to ſupport them- 
ſelves. in cthgigunhappy, ſituation, and. alſo would put an end 
to the uſual litigatigns occaſiqnę by lach ſolicitors ; which act 
if paſſed In. chi kingdom will, keep and relieve thouſands of 
perſons fram priſon, and, bye thee yes and families from. 
| beggary and, utter ruin, whoſe. labour and induſtry would be 
of val}. utility ig the community at Jarge in their i pro- 
feſlions,,and,a 15 the nation of a conſiderable .yearly, 
e 4 MN 


| ſum, and would e means of preventing the emigration. 
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of ſeveral thouſands of his Majeſty's ſubjects from this king- 
dom to that of America and other parts of the world, to 
avoid the miſery of long impriſonment; and therefore praying 
relief. ey 9 jo "Ye oC 0 Cn 
A petition of the company of undertakers of the Grand Petition of 
Canal, under their common ſeal, was preſented: to the Houſe the Compa- 
and read; ſetting forth, that by an act paſſed in the eleventh *Y wa - 
and twelfth years of his preſent Majeſty's reign, for granting a=" e, 
the ſeveral duties therein mentioned for the uſe, of- the corpora- 
tion for promoting and carrying on inland navigations, it is en- 
acted that it ſhould be lawful for the ſaid corporation, aut of 
the ſaid ſeveral duties, to give to any private undertakers of 
any inland navigation as therein mentioned, an aid towards 
carrying on ſuch navigations, not exceeding in the whole one- 
ſixth part of the ſum which ſhould be neceſſary: ſor carrying on 
and completing ſuch navigation z that the petitioners, on the 
faith of this parliamentary encouragement, immediately aſſoci- 
ated for the purpoſe of carrying on the Grand Canal to Mon- 
aſtereven, and of forming communications with the rivers Lif- 
fey, Shannon and Boyne, and ſubſcribed in the firſt inſtance 
100,000l. towards the ſame, and were thereupon incotporated 
by an act of the ſaid eleventh and twelfth years of his preſent 
Majeſty's reign ; that the petitioners, by unwearied exertions, ) 
notwithſtanding great unforeſeen obſtructions and difficulties, 
have accompliſhed one great object of parliament, to wit, a 
navigable communication between Dublin and the River Bar- 
row.;z that the Navigation Board have from time to time, pur- 
ſuant to the directions of the ſaid firſt- mentioned act, iſſued 
warrants on the treaſury for the ſum of 1000l. for every 5ool. 
which the petitioners, purſuant to the ſaid act, proved to the 
{aid corporation (previous to iſſuing ſaid warrants reſpectively) 
had been expended by the petitioners of their own proper mo- 
ney on the ſaid works, to and from the firſt day of October, 
1784, five of which warrants, amounting to 991 al. ſtill re- 
main unpaid ;; that the ſaid works requiring conſtant ſupplies 
of money, and the times of payment of ſaid warrants being un- 
certain, the petitioners were under a neceſlity of diſpoſing of 
the ſame to individuals, for which the petitioners received the 
full amount, and ſubjected themſelves to the legal intereſt _ 
thereof for ſuch time as ſuch warrants ſhould remain undiſ- 
Charged ; that the intereſt of the warrants which have been paid 
from the reſpective times of iſſuing the ſame until the reſpec- 
tive times of the payment thereof amounts to the ſum of 27281. 
on account of which intereſt the petitioners received from the 
Navigation Board a warrant for 1000l. which was afterwards 
diſcharged, ſo that there remains unpaid of ſaid intereſt the 
lum of 1728). 18. 5d. and the intereſt of the ſaid five undiſ- 
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warrants from the reſpeQive times of iſſuing the ſame 

to the fifth day of May laſt amounts to the ſum of 127], 155, 
8d. and from the ſaid fifth day of May to the firſt day of Fe- 
©. | bruary, 1787, the intereſt of ſaid five undiſcharged warrants 
* amounts to the ſum of 443]. 38. gd. all which intereſt, together 
with the ſaid principal ſum of 99121. amount in the whole to 
the ſum of 13,3571. —3. 10d. ; that the petitioners are, as they 
conceive, now intitled to a further ſum of 1 1,6671. 11s. 10zd, 
on account of ſaid aid, they baving from the ſaid firſt day of 
October, 1784, to the ſaid fifth day of May laſt expended in 
making the faid navigable Canal to: Monaſtereven the ſum of 
50,2631. 1 38. 53d. and from the ſaid fifth day of May laſt to 
the firſt. day of February inſtant, the further ſum of 19,7 411, 
178. 10d. amounting in the whole to 70,0051.” 118. 33. in 
- which expenditure are included all the tolls which have hither. 
to ariſen'from the ſaid Navigation, ſo that although great ad- 
vantages have ariſen to the public from the ſaid works, the pe- 
titioners have not as yet been in any manner benefited thereby; 
that the petitioners have made a conſiderable progreſs in ex- 
tending the communications between the ſaid Canal and the 
River Shannon and. harbour of Dublin ;; that the principal dif- 
ficulties in accompliſhing a navigable communication between 
the city of Dublin and the great rivers of Ireland lay within the 
twenty miles hext Dublin, where the Canal arrives at its ut- 
moſt point of aſcenſion, and which difficulties being now ſur- 
mounted, the further extenſion towards the Shannon and other 
Tiversare become objetts for the attainment of which the pub- 
| lic are exceedingly anxious z and it is the petitioners: intention 
to procure plans and eftimates of ſuch extenſions, to be pre- 
pared and ſubmitted (together with propoſals for the execu- 
tion thereof) to the conſideration of Parliament; that notwith- 
ſtanding the petitioners engaged in ſaid work upon the faith of 
ſaid act of the eleventh and twelfth years of his preſent Majeſty, 
and continued their expenditure thereon upon the further en- 
couragement of a ſubſequent act of the ſeventeenth and eigh- 
reenth years of his preſent Majeſty, whereby ſaid duties are con- 
tinued to the twenty-fifth of March, 37 86, for the expreſs pur- 
poſe of providing for ſaid aid, and notwithſtanding that the 
Juſtice of their claims has, as they humbly conceive, been re- 
cognized by the votes of the Houle on the twenty-eighth of 
May, 178g, they have been lately alarmed with a report that 
doubts have been encertained as to the payment of ſome par of 
their claims; the petitioners therefore, in humble confidence 
of the juſtice of the Houſe, entreat that if any ſuch doubts have 
ariſen they may have an opportunity of explaining the jut- 
ice and equity of their claims by then counſel at the bat. 


"3. er is 1 


Faix, Fesrvary 23, 1787. 5 

A petition of Nicholas Whitty, mariner, in behalf of him- * 
ſelf and others, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting wh, mas 
forth, that the petitioners” are conſtantly charged conſiderable riner. 
ſums of money for anchorage in the . Dublin, which 
they humbly conceive is exprelsly contrary to an act of patli- 
ament paſſed laſt ſeſſion for the encouragement of the ies 
of this kingdom; and therefore praying relief. 9 

Mr. Maxcvs BeresrorD preſented to the Houſe, ac- . 
cording to order, a bill for the relief of uncertified bankrupts'; Beresford. 
which was received and read the firſt time, © ' 


Mr. SuexiDan preſented to the Houſe, according to or- Mr. Sheri. 
der, a bill for puniſhing mutiny and deſertion, and for the bet- dan. 
ter payment of the army and their quarters within the king- 
dom; which was received and read the firſt time. 


The bill to prevent riotous and tumultuous aſſemblies was 


read the third time. 


Mr. Gailrrirz ſaid there was one point which he would Mr.Oriffith. | 
wiſh to eſtabliſh, that of having this DN ted amongſt | 
not only thoſe who could read and write, but alfo the dregs 
of the people, thoſe whom it chiefly affected, againſt whom it 
was fulminated. It was already a general complaiat that we 
had more laws than were univerſally underſtood ; he wiſhed, 
therefore, that the right honourable mover of the bill would in- 
ſert a clauſe, requiring it to be read every market day at leaſt 
for the firſt three months. P. | 


The ATToxNey GENEIAI ſaid he would not fail to have The Atter- 
it promulgated as much as in his power lay—that he would acy Geaeceh 
have-it ſent through the different poſt-offices, to every pariſh 
miniſter, and to every pariſh prieſt in the kingdom, that they 
ſhould notify it to their congregations. 


The bill was then paſſed with ſome trivial amendments, and 
ſent to the Lords. | f 


© . : 
Mr. Mitchell preſented at the bar an account of payments 


to officers made by the Navigation Board, in the year endin 
25th March, 19786. bh SR , 


The Honourable Dennis Browns ſaid, that theſe were Hon. Deals 
not the papers which had been requited ; it was not the mo- Browne. 
ney paid, but the money contraſted to be paid to officers he 
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wanted, and if that account was fairly produced, he would 
make no doubt of being able to ſhew. the Houſe they had ex- 


pended above half their fund in ſalaries © 
< 4 7 . «mt > OM & 7 vm Fe MY. 
Mr. Bere Mr. Bzxest or ſaid that the return had been very ingeni- 


n ouſly made of the money actually paid, when it was the ac- 
dount of money which was to be paid is required; he there- 
fore adviſed his honourable friend to amend the order. 
II. Browne. Tbe Honobfabfe D wx is Baowne then amended the or- 
der accordingly; )): | 
J Honſe. on that part of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech, 
* Which relates to a commercial treaty with France, Mr. Maſon in 
the chair, .” "_— . . 4. 9 "= 1 3 a 
The Clerk was then directed to read that part of his Grace's 


. The. Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole 


. 


ſpeech alluded to, which is as follows: ; 

H have the {atisfaQtian to inform you, that his Majeſty has | : 

concluded a tieaty of navigation and commerce with the Moſt : 
Chtiſtian King, a copy of which will be laid before you, in 

which you will not fail to obſerve, the attention which is paid k 

to the intereſts of this kingdom; and I truſt that your adoption f 

of it here, by ſuch laws as may be requiſite to give it effect, ; 

will be attendett with real benefit to the country, by ſucceſs- 0 


: fully encontaging the efforts of her tnduftry ant emulation.” 00 
Mr. Ode. Mr. Ox faid it was at any time impoſſible for him to at- 

tempt to riſe:to deliver his ſentiments without feeling the ne- T 

ſity of relying on the kindneſs of the Houfe, but upon this "AN 

Seeafion, beſides the reſpect which in the preſence of that tha 

Houſe awed him with the recollection of his own inſufficien- n 

cy, he felt the additional preſſure of iudiſpoſitidh. ¶ Here there abl 

dl aroſe a cry of adjourn. }. a eee 4 4 

He ſaid he was much obliged to gentlemen for their willing- elf 

neſs. to adjourn, but . begged they would permit him, in the - 

! moſt conciſe manner poſſible, to ſtate the general outline of this 

the buſineſs; which, under the preſent circumſtances, he was on 

emboldened to do, knowing that his right honourable friend 3 

frhe Chancellor of the SOIT would by a fuller explana- T7" 

tion ſupply what he ſhould leave fdeteQtive, and that on every 2 

account that right honourable gentleman's ſentiments in a ms | 

buſineſs which ſo highly concerned the intereſts of the coun- = 

try would have infinicely more weight than any thing he could 8 n 

-- offer, or could poſſibly pretend to, he would therefore, only r 

take a view of the general principle, as he intended to oli 8 


but a genetal teſolution. 


On a former occaſion, ſaid he, T obſerved that this was a 
new ſubject in Ireland—it was the firſt time this kingdom had 
formed a commercial treaty with a foreign ſtare—and having 
ventured to congratulate myſelf on being by accident the firſt 
who had the goed fortune to introduce ſuch a ſubjeQ to this 
Houſe, I ventuted alſo to hope that I ſhould have occaſion to 


congratulate parliament on the wiſdom of their deciſion there- 


on; I am convinced, ſaid he, that as in the prelent caſe, ſo 
in all others it will prove an advantage to this country to be 


embarked in the ſame commercial bottom with Great Britain; 


who, from her great reſources, immenſe capital, and extenſive 
knowledge of trade, may generally be the firſt to reap benefit, 


but will never fail of carrying this country along with her to in- 


troduce her to great advantages: The two countries derive 
conſequence from each other. While you contribute to 
ſtrengthen Great Britain, you in return participate in all her 


acquifitions z and in every feature of the preſent treaty you may 


diſcover the attention and regard which the common ſovereign 
of both countries has paid to the intereſt of this. 

I refrain from entering into arguments that every one is ac- 
quainted with—there would be a degree of awkwardneſs in re- 
peating what has already appeared in print—it would be abſurd 
in me to attempt in any thing like the able and eloquent ſpeech 


of the Britiſh miniſter, to hope to draw your attention. I will 


venture, however, though perhaps informally; to recommend 

thoſe arguments to your peruſal. | EEE.” 
The ſubject now before the committee conſiſts of two parts. 

The firſt comprizes a general principle; that the productions 


and manufactures of each country (with ſome few exceptions). 


hall be admitted reciprocally upon the terms of the moſt fa- 
voured nations. The other is a tariff, ſettling the duties pay- 
able on certain ſpecific articles. n 

As to the firſt, it is difficult to ſay any thing in ſupport of a 
ſell-evident propoſition, and in this the advantages to Ireland 
we ſelf. evident ſhall juſt in a few words obſerve, that at 
this moment our trade to France, except in ſuch articles of pro- 
vition as they cannot do without, is nearly in a ſtate of prohi- 
bition, while almoſt all the manuf;Qures and productions of 
France find admittance here; we therefore under the treaty give 
up very few advantages in admitting the goods of France al- 


teady admitted, while on the contrary, we gain very conſi- 


derably by France admitting our goods that are now prohibited. 
In this refpeC the treaty is more advantageous to Ireland 
than to Great Britain, Great Britain, to obtain the bene- 
x 1 the treaty, gives up much z Ireland ſcarcely any thing at 
All. 
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I Gould be ſorry to have it ſuppoſed TI had ſaid that with- 
out any efforts of induſtry we ſhould be gainers by this treaty, 
It has been obſerved, and the obſervation is applicable both to 
Britain and Ireland, that our advantages muſt ariſe from ſupe- 
rior art, {kill and ingenuity, and therefore it is neceſſary by 
every means to encourage the employment of the people, 
which, while it enriches the country will tend to introduce ha- 
bits of civilization and obedience to the laws, and will be the 
bef. ſecurity for public tranquillity. When people find their 
fituation made comfortable by honeit induſtry, they have gene- 
rally very little diſpoſition to riot and diforder. 

As to the ſecond part which relates to a tariff, I ſhould not 
go into it, but think it neceſſary to mention two articles that 
have given rife to ſome objection— the firſt is linen. I am con- 
vinced that the duties on linen can be ſo laid that the ſuperior 

Atl and induſtry of this nation will enable us to ſend the fine 
and moit valuable linens to France, wh'le at the ſame time our 
courier linens will be protected againſt the manufacture of that 
country. As to cambricks, gentlemen muſt prepare their 
minds for this article, by refieQting that treaties can only be 
formed upon principles of reciprocity z and recollect if we give 
up nothing, we cannot expect any thing. This articles al- 
ready chiefly ſupplied from France without paying duty ;— 
when it ſhall be brought under duty, perhaps the quantity 
imported will not much exceed what we now import without 
duty. . ES 
; I hould not keep my promiſe with the committee, of being 
very conciſe, was | to go farther into this ſubjet. 1 ſhall con- 
clude with, obferving, that this treaty will promote a ſpirit of 
intercourſe, and put an end to that contraband trade which is 
even more injurious to the morals of the people than to the 
revenues of this kingdom. I hope alſo it will tend deciſively 
to. keep war at a great diſtance, which to a country young in 


commerce and manufactures as Ireland is, and which requires 


every aid from the foſtering hand of peace, is a circumſtance of 
infinite importance. ; 
I ſhall conclude with the following motion: That it ap- 
pears to this committee, that it is expedient that all articles 
ol the growth/ or manufacture of the dominions of France, in 
Europe, ſhould! be admitted into this kingdom upon the ſame 
duties that are paid upon ſimilar articles of the moſt favoured 
European nations. when imported into this kingdom, conſonant 


to the tenor of the late treaty entered into between our moſt gra- 


cious Sovereign and his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ** = 


cellor of the intention of the treaty is to remove prohibitions, to prevent an 
Exchequer. interruption of intercourſe, and to convert a contraband trade, 


1 
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tive of revenue. ; 

The reaſons why we ſhould coincide in this intention are ob- 
vious :—Our trade to France is under almoſt general prohibi- 
tion—we want markets to which we might extend our com- 
merce, and there is no nation that feels a greater neceſſity of 
putting an end to ſmuggling than we do, 

Let me obſerve that Great Britain has dealt liberally with us, 


and ſhewn a very great attention to our intereſt, - On her ſide 


ſhe muſt adopt the treaty all or none, To us ſhe has left an 
option to adopt the general principle, which gives much and 
takes nothing, and to reject the tariff, or we may adopt. both. 
In the arrangement of duties Great Britain has conceded her 
rohibitions, and much of her duties—we concede none. Eng- 
00 purchaſes the treaty by many conceſſions- we had hardly 
any thing to concede, Thus by the praiſe- worthy conduct of 
England, we participate in the benefits of her acquiſitions, 
— decided gainers without paying any part of the put- 
chaſe. . 

He here explained that there were ſome ſmall arrangements 
in the hereditary revenue to be made in conſequence of the 
treaty, but which were indeed ſo trivial that nothing but an 
attention to candour could warrant his mentioning them at 
all, | | 

He ſaid, that on this occaſion he expected unanimi- 
ty—it was a buſineſs in which Ireland might gain much, 


but could loſe nothing. England, indeed, might be juſtified 


in proceeding with caution, as ſhe had ſomething to riſk ; 
but in a general revulſion of trade, thoſe who poſſeſs the ſmall- 
eſt ſhare are moſt likely to receive advantage. But though in 
the general principle there were no conceſſions in the tariff, 
there were ſome which it would be for the wiſdom of the Houſe 


to conſider. 


Beer, ſaid he, is to go from either country into the other at 
aduty of thirty per cent. ad valarem. In this, which is an 


article of great conſumption in France, we have no cauſe to 


fear her becoming our rival. Indeed it may be ſaid that Eng- 
land excels all the world in her brewery ; but while we carry 


on the proviſion trade to France to a conſiderable profit, that 


profit will enable us to ſend aſſorted cargoes to greater advan- 
tage than Great Britain, where every article mutt bear its own 
expence, | 


The ſecond article is wine. In this article England con- 


cedes duties to the amount of one hundred and ſixty thou- 


land pounds per annum—we give up nothing of revenue 
in the atticle of wines, the duties are to remain as they 
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arious to both countries, into a fair beneficial trade, produc- 
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The next relates to hardware, &c. &c. and cabinet work, 
In this laſt article we ſhall moſt certainly enjoy a conſiderable 
trade; the French, who are extremely fond of our mahogany 
furniture, have no mahogany themſelves, nor artificers Capa- 

le of working it, as every gentleman who has been in France 
muſt have obſerved. In this article alſo, perhaps, we have 
ſome advantage over England, from the cheapneſs of labour 
here. | | 

The next article is cotton manufactured, and wool manu- 
factured. In the firſt we ſhall have a great and immediate pro- 
fic, and many ſtuffs manufactured of the other, or of both mix- 
ed, will find their way to France. | 

The next article is cambricks. In this article, I am forry 
to ſay, a very worthy ſet of men that carry on the manufac- 
ture here muſt receive ſome degree of injury, but not to the 
extent that perhaps may be ſuppoſed ; the duty which is to be 
laid will undoubtedly admit the higher priced cambricks of 
France into this country, but will till ſecure to us the manu- 
faQture of cambricks under 7s. a yard, the higher priced goods 
in that manufactute are not ſo much an object to this country, 
when it is conſidered, that they are made principally of thread 
ſmuggled from Flanders.— The reſolutions I ſhall move hall 
be an exact tranſcript of thoſe moved in England; becauſe in 
treaties it is neceſſary that the ſame words ſhould be uſed by 
both countries, that they may bear the ſame conſtruction.— 
The duty will amount to about 58. 5d. on every half piece of 
cambrick, but if the piece be above 508. value, then there 154 
duty of ten per cent. fo that it will be found that the manu- 
facture of cambrick in this cduntry, under ys, a yard, will not 

be injured, becauſe the duty per cent. on French cambricks in- 
creaſes as their value diminiſhes. Upon the whole, in this at- 
ticle there is a conceſſion to France. ; 

"The next article is ſadlery. This is a very extenſive arti- 

cle, and will be much in our favour. | | 
Millinery is in favour of France. Porcelain and pottery 
we have not. Glaſs will bring to this country perhaps near- 
ly as much advantage as any other article. We know that 
France excels the world for great plate glaſs, but the white 
glaſs for the uſe of the table, and of which a thouſand ſorts ol / 
beautiful and uſeful veſſels are made, can be manufaQured| 


| here even cheaper than in England, The Engliſh manufaQur-< 


er pays a high exciſe, and though upon exportation he draws 
it back, yet lying out of his money, and being obliged to beat 
the loſs of all that is broken, between the payment of the er- 
ciſe and the ſale, which loſs muſt be averaged on the whole, 
he cannot go to market upon ſuch advantageous terms as o 
manufacturers, who are under ao Tuch burden. 


his good opinion of this butinets, and as to his particular fear ford. 
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Linen—T am authoriſed to ftate ſach a duty as will admit 
our fine linens into France, and protect us from the coarle 
linens of that country, I mean a low duty of 44. 25 per ell. 
The propriety of this duty Jam confirmed in, having got a 
lift of Iriſh goods now fmuggled into France, and find that the 
high priced linens in that liſt are ſmuggled in conſiderable 
quantities. I think this duty of 44. 33 which is about 3d, 4 a 
yard, will be the moſt proper duty we can lay on. 

A right honourable gentleman was pleaſed to ſay ſome 
civil things to me. Now, as ] don't chuſe to fit down in his 
debt, 1 ſhall return the compliment. I think this treaty de- 
monſtrates the great attention government pays to the intereſts 
of Ireland, and that it will do infinite honour to their admi- 
niftration, Hs 


Mr, HaxTLey ſaid he felt the ſame diſpoſition which he 1. 
believed every other gentleman entertained, to concur with 
the treaty, provided it was proved to be equitable, Till he 
had this moment received information relative to linen, he 
had been under great apprehenſion as to that great object of 
manufacture; but upon the authority from which he received 
information, he hoped and believed that the duty propoſed 
was the proper one, He had converſed with ſeveral of the 
beſt informed perſons in the linen trade, who all agreed that 
2 duty of about 33d. was the true duty for the intereſt of 
the manufacture; he was, therefore ſatis fied as to that point; 
however, he conſidered adminiſtration as pledged to this duty 
to which Mr. Orde and the Chancellor aſſented] this we had 
a right to expect if we admitted French cambricks. French 
cambricks had indeed been formerly ſmuggled, as well as Flan- 
ders thread, but our rifing manufacture of cambrick from 
thread ſpun at home, bid fair to put an end to this; however, 
43 there was no poſſibility of getting any thing in negociations 
without giving ſomething, he was content upon ſecuring the 
inen manufacture to abate ſomewhat in other things. 

As to the wine trade, he obſerved, that by the treaty we 
bound ourſelves never to raiſe the duties on French wines 
higher than at preſent, He aſked how would this affect our 
Portugal trade? and whether upon ſome future exigency we 
might not have occaſion to raiſe a greater revenue upon wine, 
which was, he ſaid, a very fair object of taxation. Upon the 
whole, he ſaid, he had a good opinion of the buſineſs, but 
tought conſideration neceſſary. | 


Hartley. 


Mr. BexesroORD,—Tam glad my honourable friend expreſſes Mr: Berei- 
reſpeCting linen, it will be removed by the reſolution, which 


vill fix the duty at 3d. per yard, He ſcems to have doubts | 
concerning wine—that will remain as before the treaty z and 5 


T 
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if Portugal will do us juſtice, and admit us to the benefit of 
the Methuen treaty, it will be ſtill in our power to conform to 
its terms reſpecting the wines of Portugal. 


Mr. Corry expreſſed his diſappointment in very ſtrong 
terms, that the right honourable Secretary had not entered 
fully into the buſineſs under conſideration, He had expected, 
he ſaid, from thoſe exalted abilities which that gentleman did; 
or ought to poſſeſs, upon this our firſt exerciſe of power, as 
an independent kingdom, to make treaties, a full and ample in- 
veſtigation of the treaty in all parts. He expected a luminous 
diſplay of knowledge and of oratory z3 but how had he been 
diſappointed when, inftead of wiſdom—eloquence—informi- 
tion—the committee had been put off wich the moſt paltry, 

oor, jejune, hungry tale, that had ever been uttered in par- 
3 The right honourable gentleman, inſtead of coming 
down to the Houſe to give full ſatisfaction in a great national 
concern, had come down to complain of indiſpoſition, and to 
refer them for argument to the ſpeech of the Britiſh miniſter, 
which ſpeech they were io extract from the reprobated authority 
of a news-paper. _ | | 


The SzcRETARY OF STATE.—An honourable gentleman, 
whom [ always hear with pleaſure, expreſſes his diſappoint- 
ment that upon the firſt exerciſe of imperial power, in the arti- 
cle of treaties, he had not been entertained with a luminous 
oration z now I think there are ſome ſubjeQs ſo ſelf-evident, 
that they explain themſelves better than any luminaus oration, 
even of the honourable gentleman himſelf, would be able to 
do. This which is now before the committee is one of them 
it 1s, if we except the free trade, the greateſt boon that ever 
was offered to this kingdom, and yet what is truly extraordi- 


nary, gentlemen are not] ſatisfied unleſs it is uſhered in with 


a luminous oration, An objeQtion is made, that the right 


honourable gentleman referred to the ſpeech of the Britiſh mi- 
niſter. His resſon is plain; that ſpeech every body has read, 
and it is not poſſible to throw any new light on the ſubject 
without repeating ſome arguments in that ſpeech. The ho- 
nourable gentleman, no doubt, wiſhed the right honourable 
ſecretary had ſpoken to the ſubject at large; becauſe it would 
be great matter of oppoſition to compare the ſpeeches of the 
two miniſters. But the reſolution which is propoſed is a ſelf- 
evident ꝓropoſition. Has the honourable gentleman who ex- 
pected a luminous ſpeech, or the honourable gentleman who is 
converſant in trade, made any objection to it? If no objettion 
can be made, if it be a ſelf-evident propoſition, what occaſion 
is there for a long ſpeech' to recommend it? — is very odd, 
indeed, the honourable'gentleman ſhould expect a long ſpeech, 
when the night honourable gentleman referred you, with à mo- 
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deſty that does him honour, to the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, who, being better known to you, might be ſuppoſed to 


have greater weight. 


To a gentleman ſo converſant in commerce as is the honout- 
able gentleman who complained for want of a luminous ſpeech, 
there can be no difficulty in ſeeing the advantage of this treaty, 
when I, a plain man, little acquainted with ſuch matters, at 
once perceive that, through the weight and conſcquence of 
Britain, we have obtained advantages which of ourſelves we 
never could have hoped. The purchaſe has been paid by that 
wealthy country, and we are to reap benefits which, as a ſe- 
parate country, as ſome ignorant people affect to wich us, we 
never could have acquired, To us there is a probability of 
gain, without a poſlibility of lofs—Britain runs all the hazard, 
and we hare in all the advantages. For my part, I never con- 
verſed with a commercial man on the ſubje&t who did not 


declare his fatrisfaQtion, but the honourable gentleman, who 


has his mind in uniſon with the chamber of manufacturers in 
London. They doubt, and why ſhould not he doubt too? 


Sir HERCULES LANGRISHE obſerved that the honourable 
gentleman [Mr. Corry] had a manner of aſking queſtions in 
the courſe of debate much like his friend who had been re- 
marked for it in England [Mr. Flood]. At the commencement 
of the ſeſſion, he aſked, where is the treaty with France? 
where is the treaty with Portugal? where is the treaty with 
Ruſſia? He would tell him that the treaty with France was 
not yet born, the treaty with Portugal was indiſpoſed, and the 
treaty with Ruſſia was dead. 
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S'r Herevles . 


Langriſhe. 


Sir JohN BLAGUIEAx ſpoke in favour of the treaty, and Sir John 


remarked that the debate was all on one fide. 


Blaquiere, 


Mr. Fox BHS ſaid he roſe to ſay a few words: He entirely Mr. Forbes. 


agreed with the right honourable member who ſpoke laſt, that 
the debate was all of one fide, and nothing could have induc- 
ed his friend the right honourable baronet [Sir H. Langriſhe] 
who ſpoke laſt before, to riſe, but to indulge a diſpoſition of 
amuſing and entertaining the Houſe ; and he acknowledged 
that he had received then, as he did always, much gratification 
from hearing the honourable baronet; but he muſt at the ſame 
time confeſs, that he was totally incapable of entering into 
any debate on the ſubject. The honourable baronet ſtated 
that the members might in a few days make themſelves 
maſters of the treaty. He could aſſure the honourable baronet 
that he had not been in poſſeſſion of the copy printed and dit- 
tributed by order of the Houſe, above twenty-four hours, he 
was 2 wholly incompetent to decide upon the merits of 
the treaty. The right honourable Secretary had referred to, and 
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defired him to read Mr. Pitt's ſpeech in the Engliſh Houſe, 
as to the reaſon and policy of the treaty on general principles, 
He requeſted the permiſſion of the right honourable gentleman 
to refer him to, and defire him to read Mr. Fox's and Mr, 
Flood's ſpeeches on the ſame ſubject. He ſaid that admini- 
ſtration could not object to any motion requiring him to con- 
ſider the treaty, when the very ſpeech to which the right 


honourable member alluded, had been anſwered with ſuch 


ability as at leaſt to raiſe a doubt in the mind of every man 
who either read or heard the ſpeeches to which he or the right 
honourable Secretary alluded z added to this, it had been ad- 
mitted by the Secretary of State that the chamber of manu- 
faQturers were not favourable to the treaty. He obſerved, 
that they had at firſt expreſſed "doubt, but that they in ſome 
inſtances reſolved decidedly againſt the treaty, He alſo ſaid 
that he did not wiſh to cauſe any unneceſſary delay, but at the 
{ame time adverted to the obſervation of his honourable ſriend, 
[Mr. Corry] that this was the firſt inſtance in which a treaty 
had been ſubmitted to the conſideration of the Iriſh parliament. 
He ſaid it was peculiarly incumbent on the Houſe to uſz 
the utmoſt circumſpection and precaution on this occaſion, as 
the eyes of England and of Europe, muſt be laid on them, to 
obſerve the manner in which they exerciſed the power of a 
ſubſtantive, diſtinct, and independeat legiſlature, ratifying, as 
far as they thought fit, any treaty which the miniſter of Eng- 
land might conclude; and that if the preſent treaty was ap- 
proved of, without mature deliberation, miniſters in England 
would ſay, that the ſubmitting a treaty, to the conſideration 
of an Iriſh parliament, was a mere matter of form, and 
that from a conliciouſneſs of their ignorance or ſupineneſßs, 
they indiſcriminately approved of every treaty, without giv- 
Ing it two days conſideration. 

He ſaid that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had mention- 
ed ſomething of reſolutions for the committee of ways and 
means. He truſted, at leaſt, that adminiſtration here would 
proceed pari paſſu with the Engliſh Houſe. It was within 
poſſibility that the treaty might, in the event, be rejected by 
the Engliſh parliament, notwithſtapding the votes which had 
paſſed; though the right honourable Secretary ſmiled, he ap- 
pealed to the Houte whether his idea was chimerical? He 
defired gentlemen only to recolle& that the treaty of Utrecht 
was approved of by a majority of the Houſe of Commons, 
preciſely the fame in number with the majority on ane of the 
lzte debates. in the Engliſh Houſe on the preſent commercial 
treaty, He added, that he did not intend to alarm the feelings 
of the right honourable Secretary, or to inſinuate that a defeat 


on the ſubject of this treaty could be ſo fatal to his adminiſtia- 


tion, as the experience of the iriſh ptopoſitions had proved that 


— 


1187] FEYTATHES: 


the Engliſh miniſter was ſuperior to diſappointment, and could 
ſurvive diſgrace. | 


The CHanceLLOR or THE Excuraue (aid he feared The Chan- 


that gentlemen wiſhed to delay the good of the conngs in 
order to lay the foundation of a plauſible argument. 


Mr. Fon ges ſaid he was ſurprized that the rizht honourable Mr. Forbes. 


baronet ſhould impute to him a wiſh to delay the proſecution 
of any buſineſs which might even produce a problematical 
benefit to the country. The line of condudt he had purſued 
ſince he had ſat in the Houſe, did not warrant ſuch an imputa- 
tion. He defied any perſon to produce an inſtance of peeviſh 
oppoſition in his parliamentary conduct; on the contrary, he 


had frequently ſupported adminiſtration in different meaſures, *' 


when, as he had obſerved before, the benefits from ſuch mea- 
ſures were only problematical; but thinking they meant well 
to the country, he then ſupported them, dilregarding any ſyſ- 
tem of oppoſition. The right honourable baronet, in aſſuming 
that motive, which he had, to his oppoſition on this occaſion, 
had miſtaken, and the aſſertion of the right honourable baronet 
was not founded in any argument of his; the principal reaſon 
which he advanced for aſſenting to a motion in preference ta 
coming to any reſolution on the treaty at preſent, was that as 
the printed copies of the treaty had not been delivered to the 


members till yeſterday, none of them had ſufficient time to 


examine and conſider the treaty with the accuracy and atten- 
tion it required, — The right honourable baronet had ſaid that 


it had been printed three months ſince. 'He admitted he had 


read that copy, but not with a degree of attention ſufficient to 
decide on the ſubject z nor had he applied his mind to the treat y 
till he received. the printed copy yeſterday ; as he did not 
apprehend that the Iriſh miniſter would call on the Houſe to 
170 the treat y till the parliament of England had approved 
of it. | i 
He ſaid he alſo wiſhed for time to apply to intelligent met- 
chants and manufacturers, to obviate the difficulties, and ſa- 
tify any of his doubts, The right honourable baronet had ſaid 
that his apprehenſions of the Houſe being forced into a com- 
mittee of ways and means, was groundleſs : all the right ho- 
nourable baronet ſaid he ſhould do this night, was to pledge 
the Houſe to a principle. —He ſaid that from his experience of 
the want of candour in adminiſtration both this and laſt ſeſſion, 
if the Houſe was once pledged to a principle, there would be 
carce any chance of any perſon having. an opportunity allow- 
ed him to enter at large into the ſubject; but he and every 
other member on his fide of the Houſe, would be conſidered 
as having formed a ſolemn engagement not to ſpeak at large z 
and he muſt be a weak man who would ſurrender a minority 


— 
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on ſuch a queſtion to the mercy or liberality of the preſent 
adminiſtration, 5 \ 


de Chan- The CuanceitLor or THE Excuteqver ſaid that he 
ecflor of the did not wiſh to impute to Mr. Forbes any improper con- 
Exchequer. duct; on the contrary, he eſteemed both his public and pri- 

vate character, and was happy to have that opportunity of 
declaring it. | 


Mr. Curran. Mr. Cu l R Ax faid be was much mortified on his firſt entering 
the Houſe, to find that he was too late for the right honourable 
Secretary's ſpeech z but he ſaid he was conſoled for the misfor- 
tune, when he underſtood that he ſuffered it in common with 
the right honourable member himſelf—the right honourable 
member being abſent during the greater part of his own oration, 
He ſaid he could not but congratulate the honourable member 
on ſo happy an expedient of being eloquent by proxy. It had 
many advantages; though it might not inform the judgment, 
It could not fatigue the patience; and it certainly was a com- 
pliment to the ſagacity of a country to undertake to convince 

it by arguments which it never heard. He ſaid it reminded 
him of one, and only one inſtance of fo happy a reſource ; it 
was of a celebrated printer in Dublin, {the late Mr. G. Faulkner 
who challenged an enemy to fight his nephew Todd. He ſai 
he was utterly a ſtranger to the degree of force which he was to 
expect in the right honourable me:nber*s nephew and ſubſtitute, 
and would therefore beg the right honourable member would 
give him time to enquire into that matter, that he might be able 


to know which of his own nephews he ſhould depute to meet 


him, 
On the queſtion being put, the motion paſſed without a divi- 
fon. | | 


The Chan- The Cyancetrion or Thr EX CTU then propoſed 


cellor of the ſeveral articles of the tariff, which were agreed to. 
Exchequer, 


SATURDAYs FEBRUARY 24, 1787. 


Several papers relative to the inland navigation accounts were 
ordered to be laid before the Hgule. 


Mr. Baggs preſented ſome papers at the bar of the Houſe, | 
which were ordered to lie on the table for the peruſal of the 


members. 


Alderman Alderman Wazzen preſented to the Houſe, according to 


Warren, order, a bill to regulate the buying and ſelling of old lead, and 
| to prevent the ſtealing of the ſame, which was received and 
read the firſt time. | 


Pp 
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Monpay, Fepruaky 26, 1787. 


The Hon. Dennis Browne faid he had taken infinite The Hon, 


pains, as the Houſe could witneſs, to come at a true ſtatement. 
of the accounts of the board of inland navigation, but his ut- 


that while they bore ſome external marks of heing accounts, 


and while they correſponded pretty nearly to the letter of the 


orders made by the Houſe, they were in fact no accounts at 
all, and therefore in no reſpe& anſwered the intention of the 
Houſe in making ſuch orders. As to the papers which had laſt 
been delivered they appeared to him as defeQive as any of the - 
former; however, he would between this and to-morrow ex- 


amine them more accurately than he had been able to do in the 


ſhort ſpace ſince they had been returnzd to the Houſe, and 
would therefore move that the order for the Houſe reſolving 
itſelf into a committee on the report of commiſſioners of im- 


preſt accounts ſhould be diſcharged, and a new order made for 
to-morrow. | | | 


A petition of the merchants and traders of the town of Petition of 
Newry, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented the mer- 
to the Houle and read; ſetting forth, that the great decreaſe pan we 
of manufacturing tobacco in the ſea- port towns of this country, the town of 


and manifeſtly in the town of Newry, and the encreaſe thereof Newry. 


in the interior parts, plainly convince the petitioners that this 
can only ariſe from the facility the latter have of manufacturing 
ſmuggled tobacco, to the great injury of the revenue and fair 
dealer; that they humbly ' conceive that the only poſſible 
means to prevent this illicit trade will be to confine the manu- 
facture of tobacco to ſuch ports only where that article is ad- 
miſſible to entry; and praying the Houſe to make ſuch regula- 
tions us ſhall e é 


A petition of the glovers of Dublin, whoſe names are there- Paoli of 
unto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe and read ; ſetting the glovers 
forth, that the petitioners have brought the manufacture of of Dublia. 


gloves in this kingdom to the higheſt degree of perfection, in- 
ſomuch that their work is, if at all equalled, not excelled in 
Europe; but that it is with the utmoſt concern they ſee the 
decay and fear the deſtruction of their buſineſs from a ſcarcity 
of materials, owing to the great exportation of ſlaughtered and 
ink lamb ſkins at a trifling and inconſiderable duty; and what 
is worthy of remark, the Britiſh companies who purchaſe the 
ſkins are induced thereto chiefly for the ſake of the wool, with 


_ vaich they might with very little inconvenience be ſupplicd | 


the board of 
moſt exertions had produced very little effect; the papers re- roy 


turned to the Houſe had been ſo very ingeniouſly contrived, gation. 
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from hence without the ſkins; that the grievance here com- 
plained of is rendered doubly diſtreſſing to their trade, by an 
impediment or rather total ſtop to the great ſupply of kid ſkins 
they heretofore had from France, where a heavy export duty, 
equal to a prohibition, was latt year laid upon them in conſe- 
quence of an application to the government there from the 


glovers of Grenoble; that the petitioners, with all due deference, 


take the liberty to obſerve that if their material was protected by 
even ſo ſmall an additional duty as one penny per ſkin, it 
would not only ſecure them a ſupply thereof equal to the 
home conſumption, but be probably the means of opening an 
exportation for their gloves z and therefore praying relief. 


wy arr? The CuancelLor of ru. Echten abſerved that 
ar the ſubjeR of the glovers petition was involved in that of the 
qucre :: . 8 
commercial treaty with France, which would ſoon come un- 
der conſideration. He did not, however, riſe to oppoſe the 
Houſe receiving the petiion. « | £3 


Aldermn Alderman WarxeN reported from the committee appointed 
Warren. to examine into the merits of the petition of the merchants, 
| traders and ſhopkeepers of Dublin, that petitioners had fully 
proved the allegations of their petition, and deſerved the ap- 
probation of parliament. | 
He then moved that leave be given to bring in a bill for the 

regulation of public ſales by auction. 


>tr.Hartley. Mr. HaxTLEy ſeconded the motion. 


» 


The Chan- The CyHancrtiior or THE ExCHEQUER roſe, he ſaid, 
3 the to inform the Houſe that from the indilpoſition of a right ho- 
on the come nourable gentleman [Mr. Orde] whoſe aſſiſtance was eſſentially 
merci: rrea- neceſſary to him on the ſubjeQ of a French treaty, he would 
ty with not at preſent bring on that buſinefs, but defer receiving the 
| France. committee's report thereon till Wedneſday ; when he hoped 
the right honoureble gentleman would be able to come down, 
and then it was his intention to move a general reſolution, and 
an addreſs approving of the treaty. | 


Mr. Corry. Mr. Coax expreſſed himſelf much concerned for the right 
honourable gentleman's indiſpoſition, but ſaid that though he 
would not object to deferring the buſineſs to Wedneſday, yet 
he would certainly object to coming to any corcluſion on that 
day, or agreeing to any addreſs of approbation on a ſubject 
which required ſtill further time to underſtand. | 


The Chin- The CHanceLLok of THz Excurquer ſaid the chief 
cellor of the objection to delay aroſe from this circumſtance, that the com- 
mercial treaty neceſſarily involved the ſubject of duties, and 38: 
the duties would ex pite on the 25th of March next, it was ne- 


Exchequer. 
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ceſſary that all the bills conſequent to the treaty ſhould be 
conſidered, paſſed, and have the royal aſſent before that day. 


Mr. Corry requeſted to know from the right honourable Mr. Corry, 


gentleman at the head of his Majeſty's revenue, what time he 
propoſed bringing in the revenue bill, as it was an object of 
much importance to the country, and ſhould not be deferred till 
gentleman were under the neceſſity of going to their different 
counties. | 


Mr. BæRESTORD ſaid it was impoſſible for him to give 4 


reciſe anſwer to the honourable gentleman. He thought the ford on 
of would be ready in a fortnight, eg leſs. There were breweries. 


ſome clauſes relative to preventing frauds in the brewery and 
diſtillery, which were preparing, and as ſoon as prepared, the 
bill would be introduced. He deſired to ſay a few wards as to 
the brewery : The Houfe would recolle& that ſome years ſince 
much had Heen done for the advantage of the brewing trade, 
by ſeparating the ſtrong beer brewery from the ſmall beer brew- 
ery. At firſt the regulation had the very beſt effect; but the 
ingenuity of ſome men had found means to break through it, 
though conſeſſedly to their own ruin; and ſuch was the preva- 
| lence of example, that the evil had now riſen to ſo great an 
height as to require an immediate remedy to prevent things be- 
coming as bad as ever. There were, he ſaid, four or ſive 
brewers, whoſe names at full he feared he would be ſhortly 
under the neceflity of declaring to the Houſe, who diſregard- 
ful of law, and in deſpite of every oath that law could impoſe 
upon them, had returned to the old praQice of carrying on 
both the ſtrong and ſmall beer brewery together. 


Mr. Cox xx ſaid if ſuch tranſareſſions could be proved, he Mr. Corry, 


hoped the right honourable gentleman would not only order 
them to be ſued for the penalty, but proſecuted for perjury : 
If he did not, he confeſſed that oaths were nugatory, and he 
hoped he would hereafter leave them out of the revenue code. 


Mr. Bzezesr0nD faid as to proſecuting offenders for perju- Mr. Beres- 
ry, that was not always practicable; and as to what he had ford. 


ſaid of men acting in deſpite of every oath that law could im- 
poſe, he meant to convey to the Houſe, that they found means 
to evade an oath—as for example: Suppole one man takes out 
a licence and makes oath, while angther perſon is owner of 
the brewery for which ſuch licence is taken, and directs it to 
be carried on as he thinks proper, having only ſworn by proxy. 
Suppoſe the father by licence a 1mall beer brewer, and the ſon 
a ſtrong beer brewer, yet both breweries carried on together. 
This may be underſtood by every gentleman who buys his 
firong beer and his ſmall beer at che fame Houſe, and who 
thereby renders himſelf liable to be ſummoned to give evidence 
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againſt his brewer, which evidence would be ſufficient to con- 


vict him under the exciſe laws. For my part, ſaid he, I ſhould 
not be in the leaſt offended was I fummoned on ſuch an occa- 

Fon, as | know there is ſcarcely any other way of convicting 
brewers than by the evidence of their cuſtomers. 


* : 1 


TouoesDay, FemRUaArY 27, 1787. 


D A petition of William Cope, William Paine and Henty 


— againſt fire in the city of Dublin, on behalf of themſelves and 


larance the other members of the ſaid company, was preſented to the 
company Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the company are holders 
agaoſt fre. of navigation warrants to the amount of 49121. for which they 
bare advanced the voy of ſaid company, and hold the 

ſame as a fecurity to the ſeveral perſons whole houſes and pro- 

perty they have inſured z that conſidering the navigation board 

as ating under ſeveral ads of parliament they could not con- 

ceive_ any doubt of the ſolvency of ſaid warrants, and there- 

fore freely advanced their money for them; that petitioners are 

not able to prove any part of the expenditure of the money for 

which ſaid warrants were iſſued, being total ſtrangers thereto, 

but the ſaid warrants are ſigned by the ſeveral noblemen and 


gentlemen, members of both Houſes of parliament ; and there- 


tore praying the Houſe to dire that the ſaid warrants be diſ- 


charged in the manner propoſed by the reſolutions of the Houſe | 


of the 25th of May, i785, by debentures bearing intereſt at 
the tate of 4!. pet cent. per annum. 


The Chan- The CuaxcELLOR of THE ExcareqUEa aid he thought 
— it would not be wiſe in the Houſe to make good the contracts of 
| any ſet of people, at leaſt until enquiry was made whether they 

| had fairly expended what they had received of the public mo- 
ney, and as that enquiry would be ſet on foot this night, he 


thought it an improper time to pteſent the petition. 


Mr. Burgh. Mr. Buch anſwered that if it had been delayed it would 
have been probably too late, eſpecially as the committee would 
fit immediately, when they would ſee the merits of the peti- 

tlons | 


The petition was then referred to the committee appointed 
to inveſtigate the accounts of the navigation board, 


Petition of A petition of Joſias Paſley, regiſter to the Hibernian annuity, 
eee was preſented to the Houle and read ; ſetting forth, that the 
the Hier. ſaid company are in poſſeſſion of navigation warrants to the 
nian annu- amount of 30col. ; that there are thirteen widows and fixty 
uy. | 

3 


Steevens Reilly, treaſurers of the general inſurance company 
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children now dependent on their fund; that if they are not 
paid the ſaid 3oool. the company muſt be totally ruined, and 
the widows and children reduced to the moſt extreme poverty z 
and therefore praying that the Houſe will direct that the ſaid 
warrants may be diſcharged purſuant to their reſolution of the 
28th of May, 1785, by debentures bearing an intereſt at the 
rate of 41. per cent. per annum. - 


A petition of certain citizens of Dublin, whoſe names are Petition of 
thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe and read; certain ent 
ſetting forth, that the factots purchaſe cargoes of coals from 3 
the reſpecti ve captains, and as ioon as the veſſels come to the 
quay the price per ton is fixed on the maſt of each veſſel, which 
price is regulated agreeable to the plenty or ſcarcity of coals 3 
if cheap, two or three ſhillings per ton more than the faQors 
pay, and if dear, from fix to eight ſhillings, which aſſumed 
price is charged to all poor perſons who go to purchaſe ſmall | 
quantities, particularly to thoſe wretched poor whoſe circum- 
ſtances enable them to purchaſe but half a barrel, although the 
eſtabliſhed cuſtomers of theſe factors are ſupplied with coals at 
one ſhilling or fix pence by the ton profit, and the greater the 
| ſcarcity of coals the more the poor ſuffer by extortion, much 
more ſo than when there are many ſhips on the river; that the 
above extortion tends to the benefit of porters as well as cap- 
tains and factors, and is therefore concealed from the public by 
all the parties benefited thereby, and which fraud is carried on 
in the Glowing manner; when poor people come to the quay 
to purchaſe coals they are in general ſtopped by a porter or 
porters (many of whom wait and ply ſolely for that purpoſe at 
the different avenues leading to the quays) who lead the buyer 
to the ſhip, where he is told the price is fixed on the maſt 3 a 
bag of coals being then delivered, .the money is paid to a per- 
fon ſtationed on deck for that purpoſe, and as ſoon as the put- 
chaſer is gone the porter who had conducted him or her returns 
on board and receives his proportion of the extortion, which 
is called the ol man, and by which ſeveral idle perſons, lurk- 

Ing and plying as above, are ſupported, and receive in this 
manner daily more than many induſtrious working tradeſmen 

an earn ; that ſome of the maſter porters who have been ap- 
pointed and are paid ſalaries to attend the meaſuring, &c. of 
coals, are often abſent, or othetwiſe indolent and inattentive 
in their duty, and wink at impofitions, for which it is natural 
to ſuppoſe they receive a conſideration; and praying the 
Houſe to adopt ſome mode whereby the grievances under which 
the wretched poor of this city in this reſpect labour, on the 
inveſtigation of which buſineſs petitionets apprehend much 
latisfaGtory information may be received by the examination of 
Mr, Philip Reilly, at the bar of the Houle. 


19:4þ 


To 
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Sir Henry Sir Hexry Cavenpisn ſaid that he had for a long time 
Cavendiſh intended to make a motion for the reduction of national inte- 
JD 4 reſt, but that he would not do it until he knew what was the 
national in- Opinion of gentlemen high in office. He felt coo well his own 
tcxelt. inſufficiency to riſk a motion of ſuch magnitude till he knew 
_ their” ſentiments upon the ſubject ; but if it met their appro- 
bation, as it did that of ſeveral gentlemen with whom he had 
converſed, he would bring it on in the coutſe of this week. 


The Chan- The CAN cELLOR of THe ExcHEeqQuer faid in his 

—_— the opinion ſuch a meaſure was adviſable, and would be produQive 

Exchequer. of great advantages to the landed intereſt of this kingdom, 
But, faid he, the meaſure will be ſoon brought about without 
the interference of the konourable baronet; as from ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances I find-that there is much more money in the king- 
dom than thete had been for a number of years paſt, and that in 
the laſt year intereſt fell, upon an average, one-half per cent. 
and in a very ſhort time, I am pretty ſure, it will fall one per 
cent. From theſe circumſtances the honourable baronet may 
lee the efiects that would be produced from ſuch a motion. 


The bill for the relief of uncertifed bankrupts was read a 
ſecond time, and the queſtion being put on the committal, 


Sir Henry Sir HenRY Cavenvpisn objected to the bill as ſubverſive 
Cavendiſh of the bankrupt laws pow in force, and as putting the deciſion 
a mw . of bankrupt ſuits into other hands from thoſe in which the law 
| carried kas placed them. Whatever might be his veneration of the 
| bankrupts. abilities and integrity of the preſent Lord Chancellor, he could 
| not think of leaving ſuch an ample power to his ſucceſſors. 
But, ſaid he, if the bill does not ſtrike other gentlemen in the 


ſame light, I will not object to the committal. 


Mr. Charles Mr. CHARLES O'Ne III ſaid be thought the bill was formed 

— 6 metely for the advantage of a few individuals who could not 
obtain certificates through a negle& of the terms preſcribed by 
the prefent laws. We had, faid he, another act under this 
title laſt ſeſſion. Are we to be amuſed every ſeſſion with 2 
new bankruptcy law to the ſame effect? I do not think that 
the bill is proper, and therefore I will vote againſt it. 


Mr. Mafeue Mr. Maxcus BERESTORD.— Whatever may be my feelings 
Berceford. with reſpect to the miſeries of unfortunate individuals, I do 
aſſure the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, that it is from 
a general commiſeration of the wretched caſe of thoſe unhappy 
perſons who, by a trifling neglect of making out inventories of 
their private effects, have forfeited their title to the wiſe laws 
made for their aſſiſtance. As to the bill of laſt ſeſſion, there 
were ſo many and contraditory amendments made in the 
upper Houſe, that the Lord Chancellor himſelf declared he 


hl! r ES 


could not underſtand the true meaning of the ad. ] hope that 


gentlemen will not oppofe a bill founded entirely on juſtic2 and 
humanity. | | | 


The queſtion was then put on the committal, when there 


p appeared, 


Ayes — 11 — Noes — 60 


lan 


Sir FaEDFE RICK FL 00D requeſted to know from Mr. Gar- Sir Predes | 
diner, at what time he intended to introduce his bill for ſhut- rick Flood, 


ting up the city by turnpikes. He ſaid leave had been given 
three weeks ago to bring in that bill, which had for its title the 
improvement of the avenues—He hoped the right honourable 
gentleman, if he ſeriouily intended ſuch a thing, would ſubmit 
it to the Houſe as ſoon as poſſible, atherwiſe many gentlemen, 
whoſe avocations would neceſſarily carry them ta the different 
aſſizes, would not have an opportunity of marking rhei diſap- 
probation of the bill, and of giving it that oppoſition which, if 
it bore any reſemblance to the bills formerly rejected, it ſo well 
deſerved. . 

There was another Teaſon for his wiſhing to have the bill 
ſpeedily brought forward : Some friend of the public had late- 
ly circulated a pamphlet in favour of the bill, and as all the 
arguments of that pamphlet were the ſtrongeſt that poſſibly 


could be offered againſt it, he wiſhed to have it brought under 


diſcuſſion before thoſe arguments were forgotten. 


Mr, Ga DbixER ſaid he thought it a ſubje& in which the Mr. Gardis 


public were much intereſted ; he would therefore bring it on as _ 


ſoon as poflible, ard long before the aſſizes. The reaſon 
he had delayed it was on account of that very pamphlet 
mentioned by the honourable baronet. He wiſhed to give 


gentlemen an opportunity of reading it; and if they did, he 
was convinced they would find the bill founded in juſtice and * 


neceſſity. . 


Sir FREDERICK Flop. I read but one paragraph of the Sir Frede- 
pamphlet, and that decides me that the bill, if brought in. rick Flood, 


conſonant to that pamphlet, will be unjuſt,- unneceſſary and 
oppreſſive, highly injurious to the remote farmer, and abſo- 
lutely ruinous to thoſe of the county of Dublin, I will not 
oppoſe the mere introduction of the bill, but upon its princi- 
ple I will oppoſe its being read. | | 


S 1 wp 
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WepNxesDaY, FEBRUAR 28, 1787. 


. _..77SS..- ; 


Mr. Cardi- Mr, Gar DEA preſented tothe Houſe, according to order, 
—_ a bill for the improvement of the principal avenues leading to 
the city of Dublin; which was received and read the fiſt 
time. : | 
Sir Edward Sir EDwAR QU NewexnHam ſaid he was ſorry to find a bilt 
N ewenham. of that tendency again introduced into the Houſe. He receiy- 
ed yearly inſtructions to oppoſe it, as being diſagreeable to . 
nine out of ten of the inhabitants of the county of Dublin. 1 
Petitiza of A petition of the freeholders and landholders of the county 5 


ihetrechold- of Dublin, convened by the high ſheriff at the county court- 
3 wr © houſe at Kilmainham, the 22d of February, 1787, was pre- 
the count ſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the petition- H 
Dublin. ers have ſeen by the votes of the Houſe that leave has been 
given to bring in a bill, by which they apprehend it is 
intended to place turnpikes and exact a tax upon the different 
roads leading to the city of Dublin through the ſaid county, p 
and being juſtly apprehenſive that ſuch a tax would be highly 2 
oppreſſive, and operate to the injury of agriculture and of the 
petitioners, and it being a matter of notoriety that turnpike q 
roads are univerſally the worſt roads through the kingdom, 4 


they therefore pray the Houſe not to ſuffer any bill to paſs for - 
fixing or ereQing turnpikes on the free roads of ſaid county, as 
the petitioners are ever willing to keep them in good order by 5 
barony ceſs. : | | | te 
Petition of A petition of the ſeſſions grand jury of the city of Dublin fre 
1 —_ was preſented ts the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that as 2 the 
— 1 bill rejected in the laſt ſeſſion, is again intended to be introduc- whe 
ot Dublin, ed in the preſent ſeſſion, for erecting turnpikes on different be 
toads round Dublin, petitioners have many reaſons to appre- 7 
hend that ſuch a bill, if carried into a law, muſt prove in its 
conſequences extremely injurious to the inhabitants of this 
very populous metropolis z that the erecting ſuch turnpikes 
muſt not only inconvenience the nobility and gentry coming 
to and reſident in this city, but be extremely oppreſſive to the 
trading and manfactuting parts of the community, as an addi- 
tional tax on all the neceiſaries of life, where the prices of M 
proviſions will not only be enhanced to the ruin of the manu- uten 
facturing and other poor, but prove an impoſt upon trade in tegul 
general, and tend to deſtroy agriculture round the city, as ma- City, 
nure cannot in ſuch caſe be conveyed but at a coſt which muſt the c 


render an attempt at tillage totally unproductive; that peti- of th 
tioners have reaſons to apprehend that not only the neceſſaries u he 
of life will be taxed by the eſtabliſhment of ſuch turapikes, Mx 
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but it muſt alſo operate to the injury of the health and con- 
venience of the inhabitants of Dublin, by drawing a line of 


circumvallation round the city, and lay an additional toll upon 
the neceſſary exerciſe and communication of citizens, already 
as highly taxed as their circumſtances can bear; and therefore 
praying the Houſe will not admit ſo unneceſſary and oppreſlive 
a bill to paſs into a law. 1 


Mr. Knox preſented to the Houſe, according to order, Mr. Knox. 
a bill to extend the powers given by law to certain perſons of 
making leaſes of lands for the purpoſes of building and carry- 


ing on the linen manufacture; which was received and read the 
frſt time. | | | 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a comtnittee of the whole 
Houſe, on the petition of the undertakers of the grand canal. 


Sir Jon BLAQuiRe faid he was extremely concerned, as gir John 
well on account of the right honourable gentleman himſelf at Blaquiere. 
the head of the adminiſtration of this country, as on account 
of the grand canal company, that indiſpoſition ſhould this day 
occaſion that right honourable gentleman's abſence z becauſe, 
were he now preſent to hear the claims of the company faitly 
ſtated; he was convinced, from his juſtice, and his defire to 
advance the intereſts of the kingdom, to which the company 
had ſo eminently contributed, that he would admit the claim 
as founded on reaſon, equity, and the faith of parliament. 
But as, unhappily for the company, the right honourable gen- 
tleman was ene, he would; out of reſpect to him, only de- 
fre that their caſe might be ſtated by one counſel, and that 
the examination of evidence ſhould be poſtponed to a time 


when it might be hoped the right honourable gentleman would 
be able to come down. | | 


The Houſe adjourned till Friday, | 


. 4A 
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Faripay, Masch 2, 1787. 


Mt. Txenca ſaid, among many matters that engaged his Mc. Trench 
uiention that were very difficult, but not unattainable, was a 
tegulation of Smithfield market, and of butchers meat in the 
city. He had ſome communication on that head previous to 
the commencement of the ſeſſion, but the uncommon openneſs 
of ie ſeaſon, and not finding the prices riſe ſo extravagantly 
u he feared, he had hitherto declined interfering. That be 
kad pa ticular obligations to * chief magiſtrate of the city, 
* 2 5 2 
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for commui icating ſome documents from London on that ſub. | 


ject; and hop-:d the committee he ſhould move for would 
be able (in conjunction with perſons of experience from the 
city) to make ſome report of public utility. He doubted 

Regulation whether the laws in force were not ſufficient for his object, 

o: Srith- but no one attended to the execution, He alſo thought it pru« 

b Bath dent to let the conſideration of the coal abuſes come before the 
ſame committee, and if the poor could be benefitted in ſo ma- 
terial articles as fuel and proviſions, he would think his trou- 
ble amply repaid, He then moved for a committee, conſiſt- 
ing of Alderman Warren, Mr. Hartley, Mr. Joh Wolfe. Mr, 
Bolton, Mr. Gardiner, Mr. Latouche, Mr. Colville, &c. and 
alto for a return of the ſaleſmaſters and their ſecurities, 


Read a third time, and paſſed, the mutiny bill, which was 
ſent up to the Lords by the Secretary at War, 


Ialand navi- The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole 

— Houſe, on that part of the report of the commiſſioners of im- 

: preſt accounts, which relates to the board of inland navigation, 
Mr. Marcus Beresford in the chair. | 


Mr. Deenis Mr. Dennis Browne declared that he had frequently 

Browne. ſtated the accounts of the navigation board; and as bound by 

his duty and his oath had obſerved upon the anticipation, the 

diſcount, and every article he deemed unuſual and improper, 

or merited the conſideration of the board z but as theſe articles 

were always allowed, he ſuppoſed they were explained to the 
latisfaction of the board. 


Sir Lucius C*'B«1gx requeſted the honourable member 
[Mr. Browne] would come to ſome ſpecific charge 2gainſ 


Sir Lucius 
O'Brien. 


the board, as it was impoſſible for them to defend themſelves 


againſt general aſſertions. | 


Mr Browne, Mr. Bxdwne then called upon the clerk to read ſome of 
| the accounts, which being done, appeared exactly to coincide 
with Mr, Mitchell's = They were drawn by that 
gentleman, and contained his obſervations, ſubmitted to the 
board, on ſeveral large ſums charged as diſcount and gri- 

| tuities. : i 
Sir Lucius Sir Lucius O'Brien ſaid he never in his life had heard 
O'Brien, fo reprehenſible a tranſaction as that now xead, forty per cent. 


charged diſcount, and a ſum charged as a gratuity to an office! 
of the board, | | = ? 


Mr.Colville, Mr. CoLvirLe faid though it had fo often been repeated 


that forty per cent. had been charged diſcount, he was ready 


£0 prove that the higheſt charge ſtated did not amount to more 
than ſeyen and a half per cent. even that was too much, 
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by no means ſo very exorbitant as forty per cent. would be. 
The aſſertion that the board had paid forty per cent. he there- 
fore deemed unfair; and he made this declaration leſt the pub- 
lic ſhould receive a bad opinion of the gentlemen who never 
deſpaired of the works from the ſpeeches of thoſe who had 
deſerted them. NT 


Sir Lucius O'BaIEN.—I well know that the diſcount 
paid was not forty per cent. per annum, but upon the whole 
time, 


Mr. De NN IS BROWN E.— I don't know what the honourable 
gentleman means by aſſerting that forty per cent, was not 
paid. It appears clearly from the papers on your table, and 
from the evidence of the board's own bfficers, that where 
boool. was entruſted to their management by the public, they 
ſquandered 4000l. in diſcount, —Let the honourable gentle- 
man make money of that ! | 


The SPEAKER now took the chair, and the committee re- 
ported progreſs, g 


Mr. Dennis Browne moved, that the committee fit again 
to-morrow. He would then, he ſaid, move ſome reſolutions, 


Mr. TuoMuAs BurGn moved, that the further conſidera- 


tion of this buſineſs be deferred to this day three weeks, He 
fad it had appeared in the courſe of examination, that within 
tiat time a complete ſtatement of the navigation hnard's ac- 
counts might be laid before the Houſe; and therefore as he 
viſhed to give them a fair opportunity of acquitting them- 
ſelves with honour, he truſted the Houſe would not refuſe 
bis motion. As one of the board he had ſigned ſome of the 
outſtanding warrants, which having been emitted for the pub- 
lic benefit in carrying on the navigation works, ſhould, in his 
opinion, be paid by the public, However, if that juſtice was 
* he, as a private man, was ready to pay his proportion 
ol them. 


Mr. Dennis BOE (aid he ſtrongly oppoſed the motion, 


which, ſhould the honourable gentleman ſucceed, would yet 
confer a very great benefit on him, as jt would relieve him 
om the moſt troubleſome and invidious ſituation in which, 
perhaps, any member of that Houſe had placed himſelf, 
nerely with intention to render jultice to the public, Three 
veeks would entirely defeat the enquiry, as in that time very 


few members would be in town, as it would be Juſt the time 
of the aſſizes. wo | 


vir Jou BLAG [exe ſaid it would be impoſſible to come 
0 any deciſion without firſt hearing the grand canal company, 


Who (though he thanked God not the lame people) were 1a 


Sir Lucius 
O'Brien. 


Mr. Dennis 
rowne. 


The Speak · 
er. 


Mr. Dennis 
Browne, 


Mr. Tho- 
mas Burgh, 


Mr. Dennis 
Browne. 


Sir John 
Blaquiere, 


262 _ PARLIAMENTARY IMͤAxcn 2, 


blended with the navigation board, that they would, perhaps, 

be materially injured was the Houſe to come to any refolu 

tion touching the navigation board, til! the grand canal com- 
pany was firſt underſtocd, He had thoughts of propoſing 
to-morrow to hear the further ſtatement on behalf of the com- 
pany, but as a tight honourable gentleman, for whom he en- 

| tertained the higheſt re ſpect, and whole indiſpoſition he very 
much lamented, would not be able to-morrow to come down, 

he propoſed to take up the grand canal buſineſs on Wedneiday 
next, and as ſoon after as poſſibie the honourable gentlemar 
might proceed with his reſolutions, a 


Mr. Marcus Mr. Mix cus BEN ES FORD ſaid he could fee no reafor fur 
Beresford. poſtponing the enquiry into the conduct of the navigation 
board till the grand canal company was heard. T he com- 
mittee were to form their report and their reſolutions from 
facts, and if thoſe facts ſhould poſſibly prove injurious to the 
claims of the grand canal company, he ſuppoſed it word 
matter of very great indifference to the Houſe. He coul :5: 
ſuppoſe that the gentleman who propoſed delay wiſhed t5 
fiifle facts. In his mind the bufineſs was too important to 


bear delay, and therefore he would move for the ſhorteſt time 
poſlible, | | ECD 


Mr. Warren. Mr. Warren ſaid the honourable gentleman who had 
| brought forward the enquiry into the conduct of the naviga- 
tion board, and who had carried it on with fo much ſteadineſs, 
ſo much energy and perſeverance, deſerved every compliment. 
He was refolved to vote for the day moſt agreeable to him, and 
thought that mark of attention due to him from every one who 
wiſhed to prevent or puniſh public prodigality. N 

Sir BoyrLe Roch. —!I think there is in this buſineſs a 
kind of puzzle and confuſion, which makes it unintelligible, 

I object to it as a kind of fiſhing in troubled waters—| am 

therefore for the longeſt day, and I would wiſh for an act of 
impunity for what is paſſed, as the public cannot be reimburl- 

ea, and there is no good in tipping up old ſores. I am for 
poſtponing it till doomſday, - «A 


— W. Ss: : Mr. W. B. Poxsonsy faid if no more evidence was to be 


xpected, he ſhould not heſitate to decide for the ſhorter da); 
but it had appeared that by waiting a little a more perfect ac- 
count of the navigation board's proceedings might be obtain- 
ed; he therefore would not decide till that account was pto- 
duced, as poflibly he might decide wrong. Was the Houſe 
no to decide, they might put themſelves into this ſituation. 
They had already given the grand canal company leave to 
teme to their bar to make good certain claims, which claim 


o& Boyle 


tioneer, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth 
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it was probable the Houſe would allow upon a fair hearing; 
yet while the company was in a courſe of evidence, if the 


CW 


HAouſe complied wich the motion for deciding on the navigation 
board to-morrow, it might be led into ſome reſolutions re- 


ſpecting that board, which would preclude thoſe very claims 
of the grand canal that the Houfe might afterwards confeſs to 


8 be juſt, 


26 3 


Mr. De NN Is BS OW RN E ſaid he was not at all inimical to the Mr. Dennis 


grand canal company; and though his reſolution would go to 
annul the debt of the navigation board to the ſum of 26, oool. 
yet he thought the canal company would then have a fair claim 


on parliament for a proportionate part of the money they had 
expended under the faith of parliament, | 


. Mr. ANNESLEy faid he would be ſorry to precipitate a de- Mr. Anneſ- 
cifion, having heard but one fide of the evidence. He wiſhed le). 


to act fairly and impartially with all men, and therefore was 
for allowing reaſonable time, as it had been alledged that full 
evidence would be produced. | 


It was then agreed that the committee ſhould fit again on 
this buſineſs next Friday. | | 


ſ[OWHEC, 


A petition of Joſeph Clare, of the city of Dublin, auc- Petition of 


JolephClare 
of the city 


that the petitioner perceives, by the votes of the Houle, that of Dublin, 
there has been lately preſented to the Houſe a petition, ſtiled AuRionecr. 


« a petition from the merchants, traders and ſhop-keepers of 
the city of Dublin, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed ;. 
ſetting forth, that the petitioners are much aggrieved by the 
great number of auctions for the retail ſale of new goods lately 
opened in this city, and which are rapidly increaſing; the pe- 


tition further ſtates, 5* that while thoſe auctions prove extreme- 


ly injurious to the fair trader, they greatly promote and abet 
the purpoſes of fraud,“ as it alledges, it can be fully prov- 
ed that perſons intending to defraud their creditors have taken 
up goods from the wholeſale merchants, and after ſelling the 


ſame at ſaid auctions much below their prime coſt, have ſoon _ 


after become bankrupts; and that the ſaid auctions are injuri- 


ous to the public revenue, as goods ſmuggled, without pay- 


ment of his majeſty's duties, there find a ſpeedy ſale ; that by 
the ſale of faulty, unmerchantable or ſmuggled goods, ſaid 
auctions tend to ruin the manufactures of this kingdom; and. 
that they are in the greateſt degree deſtructive of the trade 
and property of the petitioners z and the petition concludes 
with praying relief by the interference of parliament, That 
the petitioner begs leave to make a few obſervations . on the 


allegation ſtated in the petition, which with great humility he 
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ſubmits to the conſideration of the Houſe ; that the petitioner 
has carried on the buſineſs of ſelling goods conſigned to him 
for ſale by auction, in a public ſale- room in the city of Dublin, 
for theſe ſeveral years paſt, during which time, by his punctu- 
ality in his dealings, he has acquired not only the confidence 
and good opinion of thoſe who were pleaſed to employ him, 
but alſo gave general ſatisfaQtion to the very reſpectable and 
numerous purchaſers who conſtantly attended his ſales; that 


the petitioner can produce evidence at the bar of the Houle to 


ſhew that no goods, knowing to be obtained by fraud, ever 
found a reception at his ſale-room ; t' at the great diſadvantages 
the manufacturers lay under, by being at. the mercy of the 


ſhop-keeper, particularly in the ſilk mercery line, to whom 


they are obliged td give a credit, often from twelve to eighteen 
months, and by the frequent failure of the ſhop-keeper, often 


attended with almoſt the ruin of the manufacturer, induced 


him to look out for a ready money market; and when the ma- 
nufaQurer has fold for ready money to the ſhop-keeper, he 
was obliged to fell at ſuch reduced prices, that inſtead of hav- 
ing any profit by his goods, he very often ſold conſiderably 
under firſt coſt; that the inanufacturer, by conſigning his 
goods for ſale to the petitioner, has from four to five returns 
in a year, as all goods ſent to him are conſidered as ſold for 
ready money; that many caſes can be adduced where the 
petitioner has advanced money to the diſtreſſed manufacturer, 
nearly tö the amount of the goods ſent in for ſale, long be- 
fore the ſale al. ſuch goods took place, and without charging 
any intereſt for the money advanced; that admitting a manu- 
facturer or ſhop-keeper Was by ſome unavoidable circumſtance 
in trade reduced to the neceflity of raiſing an immediate ſu p- 


ply of money, if he was in caſes of ſuch exigency depri ved of 
reforting to a public ſale- room. where buſineſs is conducted on 


the principles of honour and integrity, and the commitlion 
and all other charges attending the {ale but five per cent. he 
would be driven to the expedient of reſorting to the pawn- 
broker for ſuch temporary fupply, at:ended with an expence 
of near-forty per cent, and the petitioner can confidently aſſert 
that many manufacturers have heen relieved by him, and who 
would come forward at preſent to prove the ſame, but are 
prevented through motives of delicacy z that the petitiorer 
never ſold goods at his ſale- room which he knew were ſmug- 
zled, or had not paid his Majeſty's duties; nor in the courte 
of the many years he has been in buſineſs was there a ſeizure 
made on him, fave only once of five dozen ſtockings, and he 
had a regular certificate from che importer of their paying duty, 
and they lay for ſix months on the ſhelves in the ſale-room 


open to the inſpection of every perſon ; that theſe ſtockinge, 
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together with the certificate, were called away at a time when 
the petitioner was in the country, and on his coming to town 
he petitioned the commiſſioners of his Majeſty's revenue to 
have faid ſtockings reſtored to him, and his petition ſet forth 
that he was ready to make oath that the ſtockings ſeized were 
the indentical ſtockings he had received with the certificate 
from the importer, and the importer was alſo ready to make 
o2th that the duty was paid; to this petition the petitioner re- 
ceived no anſwer : Within twenty one days of ſeizure the 
petitioner applied again to the board to be admitted to trial z 
after frequent applications for an anſwer to the laſt petition, 
he was informed that the goods were ſold 5; and a further appli- 
cation is ſtill intended: That in reſpect to faulty or unmer- 
chantable goods, the petitioner never makes uſe of any impo-— 
fition or deception, for if they ſhould be faulty or unmer- 
chantable he conſtantly, ſells them, as ſuch; that from the 
change of faſhion, and goods lying on hands for a length of 
time, public ſales are rather advantageous than otherwiſe; 
that the petitioner can fully prove that the goods fold at his 
ſale· room are principally goods of the manufacture of Ireland, 
which are ſold on terms advantageous to the manufacturer, and 
by being ſold for ready money, it enables the manufacturer to 
keep his looms conſtantl employed, and canſequently tending 
to an extenſion of the conſumption of Iriſh manufaCtures 
that in the metropolis of the neighbouring kingdom, where 
there are ſo many channels for taking off the redundancy of 
goods on hands by means of an unlimited export trade, and 
where public ſales are both numerous and conſiderable, yet 
no complaint was ever brought before the legiſlature of any 
inconvenience ariſing from them; that the petitioner will moſt 
chearfully ſubmit to any regulations that may be adopted by 
the Houle reſpeQing public ſales ; but relying on the well- 
kaown juſtice and wiſdom of parliament, he humbly hopes 
that che Houſe, through the miſrepreſentation of intereſted 
individuals, will not be hurried into any meaſure tending to 
exclude the petitioner from following a profeſſion which has 
been the only means 'of ſupporting himſelf and a numerous 
family for this conſiderable time paſt, and the conſquence would 
be that the petitioner and family would be dri ven to great diſ- 
treſs; and therefore praying relief. | 
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SATURDAY, Marca 3, 1787. 


The The CranceriLor of TRE ExcuequUes prefented to 

cellor of the the Houſe, according to order, a bill for promoting the im- 

Exchequer. porvement of ports and harbours in this kingdom; which was 
received and read the firſt time. | 


ddr. Boys. Mr. Boyp preſented to the Houſe, according to ofder, 2 
| bill to prevent the ſtealing of dogs; which was receiyed and“ 
read the firſt 1 b 


| — —————_—————— 
f 8 
Mo DAY, Malick 5, 1787. 


Petition of A petition of the merchants, importers and manufacturen 
the mer - of tobacco in the city of Londonderry, was preſented to the 
chants, im- Houſe and read; letting forth, that from their attachment to 
A's . his Majeſty's government, as well as their own intereſt, the 
rere of to · Cannot any longer remain without repreſenting to the Houte 
becco in the the total annihilation of the import and manufacture of tobacco 
eity of Lon- in the faid city, to the great prejudice of the revenue and fair 
. trader; and in order to reſtore 10 valuable a branch of com- 
merce, they humbly conceive a reduction of the duty neceſ- 
fary, as well as confining the manufacture of ſaid article to 
the import towns, where the number. and reſpectability of his 
Majeſty*s officers prevents this illicit trade, as it will be found 
a that it is in the interior parts of the country that ſmuggling is 
cheriſhed and ſupported, where there is not the ſame controul 
of officers; and therefore praying the Houle will paſs a law to 
this effect. | 


| Sir Edward Sir EDpwary CrorFToN prefented to the Houſe, according 
Crofton. to order, a bill to explain and amend an act paſſed in the 
twenty-third and twenty-fourth years of his preſent Majeſty's 
reign, intitled, ** An a@ for the relief of prifoners charged 
with felony or other crimes who ſhall be acquitted or diſcharg- 
ed by proclamation, reſpecting their fees, and giving a re- 
compence for ſuch fees ;“ which was reccived and read the 

feſt time. 


The Secre- The SrCRETARY Of STATE,—The honourable baronet 
tary of State. who has introduced this bill, now, for the third time, upon 
the two former occaſions did me the honour of conſulting 
with me; but J fear, as I always differed with him upon the 
principle, he now thinks it too troubleſome, We. have three 
times debated the ſubject, and after the fulleft evidence, 4. 
J moſt re ſpectable majority has decided ag unſt this bill, 1 grant 


* 
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that ſome ſmall inconveniencies may have ariſen from the a& 
it profefſes to amend ; but need I aſk gentlemen whether they 
would not rather ſubmit to ſome jnconveniencies than ſubject 
innocent perſons perhaps to rot in a gaol from inability to pay 
ſheriffs, gaolers, or clerks of the crown? | | 
I am fatished the honourable baronet is actuated by agood 

motive; but as the principle of the ad he propoſes to alter 
has received general approbation, I truſt he will not deem it 


diſrepectful to him if I move, ** that this bill be read a ſecond 


time the firſt of Auguſt,” 
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Mr. MonTGowmeRy (of Donegal) preſſed the neceſſity of Nr. Mut- 
making ſome alteration in the act for diſcharging priſoners ac- gomery. 


ones without fees, as many inconveniences had reſulted 


rom it. 


- 


Mr. GR ITT ITA. —If I was not acquainted with the hu- Mc.Griffith. 


manity and philanthropy of the honourable baronet who intro- 
duced this bill, I ſhould be much ſurprized to ſee him perſevere 
in a buſineſs that has been repeatedly ſcouted by the Houſe, I 
hope to live to ſee the day, which perhaps is not far off, when 
every fee exacted from priſoners ſhall be aboliſhed, This 
is the object of the worthy Mr. Howard, and I doubt not 
it will ſucceed. a | 
But will any gentleman ſay, that an innocent perſon, after 
being ſubjected to the pain and diſtreſs of a trial ſhould, though 
acquitted, pay fees? I rather think that ſome amends ought 
to be made to him. If indeed the ſame perſons who have eſ- 


caped through chicane ſhould frequently occur before the 


courts, let them be proſecuted as vagabonds, let a proper uſe 
be made of the quarter ſeſſions, which I underſtand is now in- 
tended by the legiſlature to be put upon an improved footing ; 
but I never will agree that any man againſt whom no guilt 
has been proved, ſhould be puniſhed by a fine under the name 
of fees, which if he be able to pay it would be unjuſt to ex- 
tort from him, and if he be not able to pay, it would be the 
height of inhumanity to ſuffer him, as was the caſe before the 
right honourable gentleman's act, to rot in gaol for. 


Sir Joun BLaquiere ſaid he did not agree with the laſt Sir John 
honourable gentleman, that the principle of the bill was void Blaquiere. 


of humanity—he thought the improper diſcharge of offenders 
much worſe, as being injurious to ſociety at large, and 
though the popular cry muſt be againſt the bill, he was not 
bluſhing when he ſaid it had his hearty concurrence. The 
inſtances of guilty perſons being diſcharged for want of evi- 
dence were, he ſaid, manifold, and he aſked whether the ex - 
amination taken before a juſtice was not to be ' conſidered as 
lome proof of guilt? BD Ros wy WF Ol 
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Mr. SrEwAR r ſpoke to the ſame effect. 


Mr. CnaxLes O'NEtii. —TFThe right honourable gentle. 
man who introduced the bill for diſcharging perſons acquitted, or 


diſcharged by proclamation, without fees, deſerves praiſe from 


every man who reſpects the laws and conſtitution of his coun- 
try. ] have ever thought that nothing could be more cruel! 


and unjuſt than to oblige a man, whom his country had declar- 


ed innocent, to pay fees or lie in gaol. 

The motive urged for N in the preſent bill is, that 
ſeveral perſons ate diſcharged for want of proſecution Who 
probably might be guilty. What does this prove? Why, 
that the magiſtrates are remiſs in the performance of their duty, 
that they do not bind proſecutors in ſufficient recognizances, 
or that the green wax proceſs, as the right honourable gentle- 
man obſerved, is not made effectual. But 'tis in the power of 
parliament to remedy and redreſs all this without recurring to 
the unjult and cruel expedient of extorting money from men 
who muſt be preſumed innocent, as guilt is not proved againſt 
tnem. | | | 

Another ca k that makes gentlemen anxious to get rid of 


- the act is, that clerks of the crown apply to grand juries with 


fingular induſtry, and with as much canvailing as for an elec- 
tion, to obtain preſentments, under pretence of loſs of fees 
to more than thoſe fees would have amounted to. But this 
only ſhews the want of firmneſs in grand juries, and gentlemen 
would relieve them'from importunity by recurring to the old 
praQtice, though I have not the ſmalleſt doubt in my mind that 


no gaoler, clerk of the crown, or ſheriff, ever had any right to 


demand fees, much leſs to confine perſons till they were paid. 
It has been ſo determined, and is the law. 
. *Tis propoſed by the bill, to leave the judge a power, if he 


the judge among perhaps fifty priſoners to know the characters 


thinks proper, to diſcharge Te without tees. But how is 


of any of them? Is he to gd, about cabailing, and enquiring 
who he ſhould or ſhould not diſcharge ?—it would be indecent, 


U Upon the whole, I think the law as it ſtands is juſt, wiſe and 


conſtitutional, and therefore I am againſt its being altered. 


Sir Luctus O'Brien ſupported the law, as it now ſtands; 
he condemned in ſtrong terms the idea of leaving the judges a 
power to act againſt law and conſtitution, by puniſhing inno- 
cent perſons. He knew, he ſaid, that ſome inconveniencies 
reſulted from the preſent law, but he thought them of no weight 
when put in competition with the liberty of the meaneſt ſubject. 
He was for extending the benefits of liberty to every man who 
was not proved to have forfeited his right to that bleſſing by 
{ame crime. The man who would not extend liberty as far as 


pollible did not, he ſaid, deſerve to enjoy it himſelf. 


* 
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The SECRETARY of STATE ſaid he was ready to allow, The Secre- 


that to enrich clerks of the crown was no part of his object, 
and he thought it plain, from the words of the act, that grand 
juries, were not bound to preſent the whole demand of ſuch 
clerks; but he was anxious to ſave the innocent from oppreſ- 
ſion, and in no other inſtance was the protection of law more 
neceſſary than in that under conſideration, However, he did not 
claim the merit of having been the firſt to ſuggeſt the ad; one 
of the beſt of men, Mr. Howard, had mentioned it to him. He 


acknowledged that when a ſimilar act was propoſed in Eng- 


land, Engliſh judges,” part of whoſe emoluments grew out of 
the fees of pritoners, oppoſed it Iriſb judges, to their honour, 
had ſcorned ſuch an idea. However, in England, the wiſdom 
and juſtice of parliament had prevailed, and carried the law in 
the year 1771, ſince which time no attempt had been made in 
that country to alter it, but here it has been thrice attempted 
to be altered. | SS 

An honourable gentleman had ſaid thoſe attempts were 
unpopular, though he knew ſo much inconvenience reſulting 
from the act that he would not heſitate to ſupport the bill. 
That honourable gentleman, no doubt, had had great experi- 
ence, but he [the Secretary] had alſo had ſome ; for fourteen 
years he had gone as judge of aſſize, and in that ſituation had 
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tary of State. 


too often witneſſed the hardſhips and miſeries of wretched per- 


ſons confined for fees—conftined to the utter ruin of their fa- 


milies, and until every ſpark of religion or morality, which 


they had carried with them into the gaol, was extinguiſhed. 
He acknowledged that ſome inconvenience did ariſe from the 
act, but he aſked gentlemen would they ſet up a plea of con- 
venience againſt the law ? The law ſays no man ſhall be pu- 
niſhed unleſs he be convicted, but this bill is to puniſh with- 
out conviction. An honourable gentleman ſaid that an exa- 


mination before a juſtice was ſome proof of guilt, but this bill 


would puniſh even though a grand jury ſhould think otherwiſe, 
and igncre the inditment. But even if an inditment was 
found, to puniſh a man upon it till after crial, in which he 
might croſs examine, would be unjuſt. | 

He concluded with calling to the recollection of the Houſe 
the abuſes which by evidence at the bar had been proved to 
have exiſted even under the preſent act, and aſked, how much 


greater would the oppreſſion of gaolers, &c. be if authorized 


to exact fees by law ? 


The queſtion was put on reading the bill a ſecond time on the 


firſt of Auguſt, when there appeared, - | 


Ayes — 45 Noes — 65 


Next, 


It was then ordered to be read a ſecond time on Thurſday - 
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* res | The SzcreTARY of STATE declared he would oppoſe it 
taryof State: jn every ſtage of its progreſs, | 


Report of Mr. MasoN, according to ofder, reported from the com- 
3 1 mittee of the whole Houſe; to whom it was referred *to take 
commercial into conſideration that part of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's 
treaty with ſpeech which relates to the treaty of navigation and commerce 
Fiance. concluded by his Majeſty with the Moſt Chriſtian King, the 

reſolutions which the committee had directed him to report to 
the Houſe, which he read in his place, and after delivered in 


at th> table, and which are as follow. : 


1. Reſolved; that it appears to this committee to be expedient 
that all articles of the growth, produce or manufacture of the 
European dominiens of the French King, which are not ſpe- 
cihed in the fixth article of the treaty of navigation and com- 
merce between his Britannic Majeſty and the Moſt Chriſtian 
King, ſigned at Verſailles the 26th of Septembet, 1786, ſhall 
be imported into this kingdom on payment of duties as low as 
any which ſhall be payable on the impottation of the like arti- 
cles from any other European nation. 

2. Reſolyed, that it appeats to this committee to be expedi= 
ent that the duty to be paid on wines imported direQly from 
France into Ireland ſhall be no higher than . thoſe duties which 
they now pay. 

3- Reſolved, that it appears to this committee that the duty 
hereafter to be paid upon beer, the produce or manufacture of 


the Europega dominions of the French King, imported into 


this kingdom, ſhall be at the rate of zol. per centum ad va- 
torem. | 
4. Reſolved, that it appears to this committee to be expedi- 


ent that the duty hereafter to be paid for all cabinet work and 


turnery, and for all inſtruments of muſic, being of the manu- 


facture of the European dominions of the French King, im- 


ported into this kingdom, ſhall be at the rate of 10l. per cen- 
tum ad valorem. CD 
5. Reſolved, that it appears to this committee to be expe- 
„ dient that the duty hereafter to be paid for all articles compoſed 


of iron or ſteel ſeparately or mixed, or worked ot mounted 


with other ſubſtances, ſuch articles bting of the manufacture 
of the European dominions of the French King, and not ex- 
ceeding in their value 50s. Britiſh, or 545. 2d. Iriſh currency, 
by the hundred weight, imported into this kingdom, ſhall be 
at the rate of 5]. pet centum ad valorem. - 
6. Reſolved, that it appears to this committe to be expedi- 
ent that the duty hereafter to be paid for all articles compoſed 
of iron or ſteel ſeparately or mixed, or worked or mounted with 
other ſubſtances, and exceeding in their value 508. Britiſh, or 


548. 2d. Iriſh currency, by the hundred weight; and for all 
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buttons, buckles, knives or ſciſſars, and for all other articles 
of hardware or cutlery, and for all articles compoſed of copper 
and braſs ſeparately or mixed, or worked or mounted with 
other ſubſtances, ſuch articles being of the manufacture of the 

European dominions of the French King, imported into this 
kingdom, ſhall be at the rate of 1ol. per centum ad valorem, 

7. Reſolved, that it appears to this committee to be expedi- 
ent that the duty hereafrer to be paid upon all forts of cottons 
and woollens, whether knit or woven, including hoſiery, the 
product or manufacture of the European dominions of the 
French King, imported into this kingdom, ſhall be at the rate 
of 121. per centum ad valorem. 

8. Reſolved, that it appears to this committee to be expedi- 
ent that the duty hereafter to be paid upon all linens made of 
flax or hemp, of the manufacture of the European dominians 
of the French King, imported into this kingdom, ſhall be no 
higher than the duty which linens the manufa cure of Holland 
imported into this kingdom now pay. 

9. Reſolved, that it appears to this committee to be expe- 
dient that the duty hereafter to be paid for cambricks and lawns, 
being of the manufacture of the European dominions of the 
French King, imported into this kingdom, ſhall be for every 
demi piece of cambrick, and for every demi piece of lawn, 
not exceeding ſeven yards and three quarters of a yard Eng- 
liſh meaſure in length, and not being above the value of 508. 
Britiſh, or 548. 2d. Iriſh currency, reſpectively 5s. 5d. and ſo 
in proportion for any greater length; and that the duty for 
any cambrick imported in demi pieces exceeding feven-eighths 
of 2 yard Engliſh meaſure in breadth, and for any lawn import- 
ed in pieces exceeding one yard and a quarter Engliſh meaſure 
in breadth, and being above the value of 508. Britiſh, or 
545. 2d. Iriſh currency, reſpectively, ſhall be 10l. per centum 
ad valorem. 

10. Reſolved, that it appears to this committee to be expe- 
dient that the duty hereafter to be paid upon all ſaddlery of the 
manufacture of the Europcan dominions of the F trench King,. 
imported into this kingdom, ſtall be at the rate of 151. per 
centum ad valorem. , 

11. Reſolved, that it appears to this committee to be expe- 
dient that the duty hereafter to be paid upon gauzes.of all ſorts 
of the manufacture of the European dominions oſ the French 
King, imported inco this kingdom, ſhall be at the rate of 101. 
per centum ad valorem. 

12. Reſolved, that it appears to this committee to be expe- 
dent that the duty hereafter to be paid upon the importation 
into this kingdom of millinery made up of muſlin, lawn, cam- 
brick or gauze of any kind, or of any other article ſpecified 
u the fixch, article of the 1aid treaty of navigatiofi and com- 
Rcrce, of the manufacture of the Kuropean dominions of che 
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French King, ſball be at the rate of 121. per centum ad valo- 
rem; and that if any article not ſo ſpecified, and which may 
be legally imported into this kingdom, ſhall be uſed in ſucn 
millinery, ſuch articles ſhall pay duties as if ſeparately import- 
ed into this kingdom. | | 
13. Reſolved, that it appears to this committee to be expe- 
dient that the duty hereafter to be paid upon all porcelains, 
earthen- ware and pottery of the manufacture of the European 
dominions of the French King, imported into this kingdom, 
ſhall be at the rate of 1 zl. per centum ad valorem. | 
14. Reſolved, that it appears to this committee to be expe- 
dient that the duty herea ter to be paid upon all glaſs and glaſs- 
ware of the manufacture of the European dominions of the 
French King, imported into this kingdom, ſhall b- at the rate 
cf 121. per centum ad valorem, | 
15. Reſolved, that it appears to this committee to be expe- 
dient that beer, being of the manufacture of the European do- 
minions of the French King, imported into this kingdom, (hall 
pay, over and above the duty to be paid on the importation 
thereof, a further duty ſufficient to countervail the internal 


duty actually paid on beer brewed in Ireland. 
Mr. Ogilvie Mr. Ocitvir.—I am extremely ſenſible how much I ſtand 
_ in need of the kind indulgence of the Houſe, in attempting to 2 
_—_— enter upon the conſideration of a ſubject of ſo extenſive a na- K 
ture as the preſent treaty; and can aſſure them, that the dit- t 
ficulty attending ſo arduous an undertaking would have been m 
more than ſufficient to deter me from the attempt, if the ne 
great importance of the queſtion did not demand the moſt ſe- th 
rious examination, and ſeem to call on every man who ha Pc 
turned his thoughts to commercial ſubjects, to lay his ſenti- nu 


ments on the preſent occaſion before the Houſe. 
At the fame time, Sir, that I feel this neceſſity, I muſt beg 
leave to premiſe that it is not my intention to enter at large 
into the ſubject, as a political arrangement between two 
mighty empires, nor to examine what may be its probable ope- 
ration on either ſtate in the great ſcale of Europe: neither 13 
it my object to enquire into the effects it may produce on thy 
trade and manufactures, the revenues and finance of Great 
Britain: I feel myſelf very, unequal to the former inveſlign- 
tion; and as to the latter, fince the preſent treaty has been 
framed by the Britiſh cabinet, and cannot be carried into exe- 
cution but by the approbation of the Britiſh parliament, if 
in the event the treaty ſhall be carried into effect by that appre- 
bation, I conceive that we are bound to conclude, that it will 
upon the whole ſecure” conſiderable advantages to all thoſe 
great intereſts, however it may appear to us to entail conſider- 
able diſadvantages on ſome of them in certain particulars 
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and that the balance of benefit is effe ctually ſecured to that 
kingdom. ö | 

Under that conviction, I ſhall proceed to take a view of the 
treaty as it may affect the intereſts of Ireland, conſidered ex- 
cluſively and without any reference to thoſe of Great Britain? 
And am free to declare on this ground, and under the above 
qualification, that on the moſt fair and impartial examination I 
have been able to give it, the preſent treaty with France, as 
ſimply affecting the trade and commerce of Ireland, meets 
withimy approbation. Nay, Sir, I will even g6 further and 
declare, that abſtracted from the idea of a common intereſt 
between Great Britain and Ireland, the preſent treaty may be 


yet highly advantageous to Irelgnd. Whoever for a moment 
| adverts to the great differenet in the ſituation of the two 
kingdoms, will readily ſee the juſtice of this obſervation * 


manufacturing excellence, had every thing to apprehend from 
overturning the whole ſyſtem that has raiſed her to her preſent 


Sir, if it ſucceeds to het utmoſt wiſhes, ſhe will ſtill run a 
greater riſk than prudence would poflibly juſtify, where ſo 


nd much depended on the uncertainty of the event; This may 
to at firſt appear a paradox; but a flight degree of conſideration 
na- will explain my meaning. If the French trade proves advan- 
dif- tageous, it will divert the Britiſh manufactures Hom the othet 
een markets af Europe, which they now enjoy, to this new chan- 
the nel. And the more advantageous the Freneh trade proves, 
; fe- the more will the Ruſſian, the German, the Spainiſh; and the 
has Portugueſe markets be neglected. If, when the Britiſh ma- 
ent nufactures and capital have got conſiderably engaged in the 


French trade, war ſhould break out between the two kingdoms, 


the conſequence? And if the balance of trade ſhould be 
greatly agaioſt France, as ſoon as ſhe has got poſſeſſion of the 
machinery uſed in the Britiſh manufactures, a wat would be 
the cheapeſt way for her to extricate herſelf from ſuch a 
ſituation. But Ireland, in the infancy of hey progreſs, has 
little to loſe and a great deal to gain z any chahge almoſt from 
the preſent ſtate would be an advantage z de may ſafel 

venture an experiment where the riſk is trifling, and the proſ- 


that the American war gave independence to the Iriſh legiſſa- 


may give an extenſion to her trade and her manufactutes. 
n BY Ver. VII. . - $ | 
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highly dangerous, and even -injurious to Great Britain, and ' 


Great Britain, at the zenith of her greatneſs, and ſummit of 


envied ſituation, If the experiment fails, ſhe is ruined. Nay, 


and ſuch a circumſtance is by no means improbable, what thort 
of ruin to the Britiſh manufactures and to the ſtate would be 


pect of advantage conſiderable. Great Britain cannot forget 


ture; 1 ſincerely hope that no future calamity to the ſtate | 


\ 
\ 
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J ſhall now proceed, Sir, to give ſome reafons for the 
opinion I have advanced, that the preſent _ treaty will be ad- 
vantageous to the trade of Ireland; and ſhall conſider its effects 
firſt on the imports and then on 'the exports. As I mean here- 
after to take a particular view of the tariff, I ſhall at preſent 
obſerve that beſides the four great articles of wine, brandy, 
vinegar and oil, every man who is acquainted with the ſtate of 
the French manufactures muſt know, that a great variety of 
articles wilhgbe imparted from that kingdom into Ireland, 
But as thoſe will almoſt entirely. conſiſt of the finer manu- 
factures and luxuries, which are at prefent ſupplied from Great 
Britain, the diſadvantage reſulting from this importation will 


affect the Britiſh manufacturer much more than the Iriſh ; and 


as far as it ſhall go, will be a loſs to that kingdom; for in the 


- ſpecies of manufaQures| in which Ireland has hitherto reſiſted 


the competition with Great Britain, ſhe will have little to ap- 
prehend from France, except in one inſtance that I ſhall men- 
tion hereafter 3 and in the fineſt branches France muſt underſell 
Great Britain before ſhe. can ſend hers into this kindom z which 
competition will be a partial advantage to Iteland, by lowering 
the price to the conſumer. For as to its increafing the quan- 
tity of imports, I ſhould think there is not much to be appre- 
hended, as the import muſt ever be bound and le dy 
the ability of the conſumers, and if that increafes, the in- 


_ creaſed import will not be an additional injury, The loſs in 
this branch will be entirely, I apprehend, to Britain, and is 


one part of the purchaſe ſtie pays for her treaty. And 1 ſhall 
beg leave to. congratulate the Houſe on the firſt inſtance of 
her giving up a monopoly. I wiſts for her ſake that the facri- 
fice had been made to an old and faithful relation, rather than 


to a new and untried friend. 


In turning to the exports, Sir, the firſt object that naturally 
preſents itſelf is the linen manufa@ure.—And here J am happy 
to declare, from the authority of ſom̃e of the moſt incelligent 
men in the trade, that, they conſider the duty, as the right 
konourable gemleman has aſſured us it is now Leded, f. uffcient 
to proted the home market _=_ all- competition from the 
Flemiſh and French low price $,, while, the fine linens of 
this kingdom will find their. way luto France under. that duty. 
And though fine linens are not at this day in general uſe in 
France, it. is impoſſtble, from the friendly intercourſe and cloſe 
connex ion that is likely to follow from this treaty, but that the 
tine linens of Ireland muſt grow into faſhion with the refined 
nation of France; and whenever it does, ſuch is the ſuperior 
excellence and intrinſic. merit of this manufacture, that it will 
undoubtedly ſtand its ground againſt alt competition. Diapers 
and damaſks are in the ſame fituation; they have been but lately 


* 


& 
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introduced, but are in great requeſt among the moſt falbionable Mr. Oglivie 
ranks, and as ſoon as they are more generally known they can- on the com- 
not fail of finding a certain and advantageous market in mercial 
France :—And though cambricks will certainly ſuffer, 1 7 
conſider this partial inconvenience” more than compenſated 

by the benefit that will ariſe to the other branches of the 

trade, | 5 

There is another extenſive branch of exports, that I am al- 

moſt aſhamed to mention within theſe walls, that will deri ve no 
inconſiderable advantage from the intercourſe with France; 

and though wretched indeed muſt the policy of that nation 

be, that conſiders the export of raw materials as an advantage, 

yet Sir, as it has been fo ſtated from the other ſide of the 


foe advantage from it; for if the can afford to ſell her —— 
uche French market in any * cheaper than the Britiſhy 
| | - R 
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Mr. Ogilvie T am perſuaded that the French would prefer the light porter 
on the com- of Ireland to the heavy e of Great Britain. 


mercial 
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As to the object of the ſixth article, if J were to follow the 
reaſoning of a great authority, Lord Sheffield, and Mr. Gib- 
bon, I might atgue that Ireland would be able to meet Great 
Britain at the Ftench market, in ſeveral articles of iron ware; 
but I am much more inclined, on this occaſion, to agree with 
an honourable baronet oppoſite to me, in declaring my opinion 
_ I — cannot poſſibly derive any advantage in this branch 

ade. 7 | 
As to futniture and tutnery wares, I am ſorry to diff} ſo 


widely from the right honourable the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer, as to declare my fitm belief that France will ſend 
conſiderable quantities of both articles, not only to Ireland 


but alſo to Great Britain; the ſuperior taſte of French 


furniture and toys being generally known, and univerſally 
admitted. 

I am ſorry, Sit, to ſay that the fitſt part of the next article 
13 likely, in my opinion, to prove {t'll more adverſe to Ireland, 
by 3 almoſt at the root of her infant cotton manu- 
faQures, for as ſhe is already underſold by Britain in the finer 
ſpecies of this manufacture, fo I think it may juſtly be appre- 


Hended that France will be able to underſel not only the iriſh, 


but even the Britiſh manufacturer in the coatſer branches; for 


France poſſeſſes almoſt a monopoly of the raw materials, and 


has, I underſtand, ever fince the concluſion of the preſent 
treaty, impoſed a new duty of thitty per cent. on the export 
of raw cotton ; which clearly proves the determination of pur- 
ſuing this object with vigour ; and there is no inſtance where 
ſhe has done ſo, even under much more unfavourable cir- 
cumſtances, that her exertions have not been crowned with 
ſucceſs, 20 

As to the ſecond part, woollens, &c. I think Ireland ſtand: 
a better chance. For though France, as I conceive, will be 
able to import old drapery into this kingdom, the French 
ſcarlets, blacks, blues, and fancy goods, being to my know- 
ledze infinitely ſuperior to the Engliſh, the loſs on this impor- 
tation will be to the Britiſh rather than the Iriſh manufacturer; 
whereas the latter will derive great and certain benefit from 
the exportation of new drapery, as I have the authority of 


the firit manufaQurets in that line, examined at your bar in 


the year 1782, to declare that Ireland could even then under- 
{cl Britain in ſingle ſtutfs and ſerges: if to theſe ſhe can add 
camblets, as I believe ſhe can, he will find a certain and 
ready market in France, where that ſpecies of goods is in 
general uſe; beſide the quantities ſhe now exports to the 
Levant z and ahhough ſome men, whoſe aſſertions have great 
weight with me, aſſert that Ireland is not ſufficiently poſſeſſed 


of the raw materials to rival in this manufacture, yet the ſingle Mr. Ogilvie 
circumſtance of her having exported laſt year 95,000 ſtone of on the com- 


worſted yarn, is an unanſwerable proof that ſhe may extend it 
conſiderably beyond what it is at preſent. 
I have already ſaid ſo much about linens, that I ſhall but 


add, that Ireland is fo well ſituated in every reſpect, that ſhe - 


muſt in a little time, in conſequence of the great market open- 


ed to her by this treaty, engroſs the whole trade in printed. 
linens; as it is impoſſible that Britiſh capital, ſhould not be 


employed in a buſineſs that promiſes ſuch certainty of ſucceſs. 


There is alſo another branch of this buſineſs, known by the 


name of the ſmall ware trade, conſiſting of tapes, garters, 


&c, &c. which, if I can credit the authority of Vir. Thomas 


Smith of Mancheſter, as ſtated in his letter to Mr. Walker, 
read in evidence at the bar of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, 
while the Iriſh propoſitions were before that Houſe, cannot 
fail of proving highly advantageous to Ireland. For, inſig- 
nificant as that branch may appear, that gentleman ſtates that 
3900 people are employed in it at Mancheſter ; and fo decided 
1s the ſuperiority that Ireland enjoys in this branch, that Mr. 
Smith declared his reſolution of emigrating with his property, 
to eſtabliſh that manufacture here it the propoſitions paſſed. 
As a proof of the {uperior advantage to be derived from 
eſtabliſhing this trade in Ireland, I ſhould only mention that 
be exported laſt year no leſs than 31,062 cwt. of linen yarn. 
But the great and moſt eſſential advantage, after linen, to 
be derived from this treaty, I conceive to ariſe from the next 


' 


article, of ſaddlery, particularly if the explanation given of 
this general term be juſt, as comprehending not only articles 


that can barely paſs under that name, but every ſpecies of 


leather manufacture, as boots, ſhoes, and gloves. The Houſe 
will perhaps be ſurprized to' hear that Jreland exported laſt 
year no lels than 7, 581 raw- hides, 19,756 dozen of calves 
kins, and 1444 cwt. of kid and lamb ſkins :—a ſad and con- 
vincing proof of the wretchedneſs and poverty of this coun- 
try! On the ſubje& of the diſturbances of the ſouth, that 
have ſo lately engaged the attention of this Houſe, we all 
ſeemed to admit that poverty and diſtreſs had been one very 
material cauſe of the diſorders in that part of the kingdom, 
in whatever manner that poverty had been occaſioned, With 
ſuch valuable ſources of wealth and induſtry, within the king- 
dom, would it not be well worth the conſideration of an in- 
telligent adminiſtcation to attempt to carry them into operation ? 
] could venture to aſſure them that finding employment for the 
people would do more to ſecure the peace of tociety, than all 
the penal laws ever enacted. It was ſtated, Sir, on the oc- 
caſion I have already mentioned, at the bar of the Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons, that from twenty to thirty thouſand men 
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Mr. Ogitvie were employed in Scotland in werking for the export trade of 
oh the com boots and ſhoes 3 and it is equally certain, to the conviction 


mercia 
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of every man who hears me, that Ireland can undertel Great 
Britain in this trade by at leaſt 20 per cent. So that in the 
article of boots alone, which are lately become faſhionable in 
France, ſhe can expect great and certain advantages. This 


buſineſs indeed requires a capital, which is not readily to be 


found as yet in Ireland 3 but I ſhould think that the certainty 
of a great profit would infallibly draw Britiſh capital into this 
kingdom, if the peace of the country were properly ſecured. 
Triſh gloves are ſought after in France, and 1 ſhould-think may 
enter into the trade. 2 | | 
Gauzes, I conceive, cannot be much injured, Millinety 
appears of too delicate a conſtruction to be brought from ſo 
great a diſtance in any great quantity, as a pattern will anſwer 
the fame purpoſe ; and porcelain we imported under lower 
duties before the treaty. Plate glaſs we fhall receive from 
France, and ſend het Iriſni cut glaſs in return: and ſo decid- 
ed are the advantages of Ireland in this Jatter branch, 
that ſhe certairly ought very confiderably to underſel Great 
Britain at the French market; for the Britin manufacturers 
roved that, aſter receiving the drawback, the exciſe duty 
left a charge of 20 per cent. on the exportation, excluſive of 
the local advantages ariſing toithe Iriſh manufaQurer from cheap 
{ proviſion, cheap labour, and lower taxes. And I am happy to 
add, that I have ſeen, as I believe every man in this Houſe 
has, a gitandole exhibited as a ſpecimen from the glaſs manu- 
YfaQture at Waterford, which in taſte, beauty and execution, 
is not inferior to any ever made in England; and as Waterford 
is very yd > y fityated for that buſineſs, 1 hope there can be 
no doubt of its ſucceſs. | +: 
Having thus given a fair and impartial view of the operation 
of the treaty, as it appears to me, of the trade of France and 
Ireland, I thall briefly ſtate the exports of each at a general 
view of the whole. On the fide of France 1 ſbould place 
wine, brandy, vinegar, oil, furniture, turnery, toys, cam- 
bricks, fine cloth, coarſe cottons, millinery, porcelain, and 
plate glaſs. On the fide of Ireland, the proviſion trade a 
'defore, in beef, butter, pork, &c, &c. candles, a ſhare in the 
corn trade, and of the beer ; new drapery in its various bran- 
ches, tire linen, diaper, damaſk, tapes, ſaddlery, boots, 
ſhoes, gloves, and cut glaſs; In all which, without ſome 
unaccountable miſmanagement, Ireland ought to be able to 
Jupport a competition with ſimilar articles from Britain, at the 
French market. 
On conſidering the above ſtatement, the juſtice of the ob- 
ſervation 1 have already made will appear indiſputable, that 
the encreaſe of French imports will affect the Britiſh manu- 
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the advantages that Ireland will enjoy in the trade to France, 
over and above what ſhe would have had in a trade to Britain, 
as oſfered in a bill propoſed for that purpoſe by the right 
hononrable gentleman [Mr. Orde]. In the French market 
Ireland can meet Britain with all the advantages of her ſitua- 
tion, and at the ſame import duties. In the Britiſn market, 
her manufactures were firſt to have been ſubjeQ to an import 
duty of 10 per cent. and then to countervailing duties, which 
in moſt inſtances could not be leſs than from 20 to zo per 
cent. Now, Sir, if even under this immenſe duty the Britith 
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facturer much more than the Iriſh, whereas the encreaſe of Mr. Ogilvie 
the Iriſh exports will be entirely to the advantage of Ireland, on the com- 

Let me beg leave now to call the attention of the Houſe to wercial 


treaty. 


manufacturers declared, that they ſhould not be fats againſt 


Inſh competition, but would emigrate to Ireland and eſtabliſh 


their manuſactures here, I hope the gentlemen will now act 


up io their declarations, as in the preſent inſtance the tempta- 


tion to emigate is much ſtronger than it was on a former 
occaſion. And indeed, Sir, as a manufacturer ſeems to me, 
from his aſſertions, to be very much a man of the world, 
without any other attachment to country than as it promotes 
his private intereſt, I ſEould got be ſurprized if, in conſequence 
of this treaty, numbers ſhould emigrate to France, as well as 
Ireland, One important) advantage therefore, that Ireland 


derived from the preſent treaty with France was, that it for 


erer precluded a poſſibility of the right honourable gentle- 


man's bill being offered to them again, and ſet them on 


higher ground in any future arrangement with Great Britain 
than they had ſtood on before; for in addition to what I have 
ſtated above, Great Britain has in the preſent inſtance ſtipu- 


lated for countervailing duties, on only certain articles of 


French imports, whereas ſhe inſiſted on every article of Iriſh 
manufacture being ſubject to them, which would have very 
N operated as prohibitions. Another, and no incon- 

erable advantage to Ireland, is the advantage of precedent; 
for here is on your table a commercial treaty without any 
reſtrickions on the legiſlative: authority of either of the con- 
tracting parties; for the parliament of Paris had neither en- 
gaged to regiſter the acts of the Britiſh parliament, nor the 
Briciſh parliament to enact the edits of the French king. 
Every pretence, therefore, drawn from the neceſſity of a 
commereial arragement, to juſtify any reſtri ion of the legi- 
ative and delibetatiye powers of this Houſe is done away for 
ever, . 


But, Sir, as it is evident that every obligation made by the 


Britiſh manufacturers, to an arrangement with Ireland two 
years ago, applies with infinitely greater force under this 


treaty, not ouly to Ireland, but to France alſo, to what mo- 
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Mr, Ogilvie. tive can we aſcribe their vociferous oppoſition on the one 
on the gm - occaſion, and their ſilent acquieſcence on the other? Is it not 


mercial 
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fair, Sir, to conclude from ſo contradictory a eondud, that 
being already in poſſeſſion of every advantage that Ireland 
could beſtow, they were deaf to the ſuggeſtions of juſtice and 
gratitude, and obſtinately perſiſted in refuſing to extend the 
Nighteſt poſſibility of a reciprocal benefit to their ſiſter king- 
dom: but that in order to acquire a new market in France, 
they were ready, not only to incur a certain loſs as the pur- 
chaſers, but likewiſe xo riſk their very exiſtence of their 


country to gratify their avatjce? After ſuch a conduct, it 


will be impoſſible for them to find an honeſt.man in either 
Houſe of Parliament to ſupport their intereſted pretenſions and 
unfair claims, in caſe of any future commercial adjuſtment 


between the two kingdoms. Not has the conduct of the right - 


honourable gentleman on the floor [Mr. Orde] been lefs re- 
markable.— On a former occafion he dealt out long-winded 
orations, graced and ſet off with the high founding terms of 
mart, monopoly and emporium. On the preſent occaſion, his 
ompous aſſumption had dwindled into a medeſt diffidence; he 
El faultered and the words expired feebly in his 
ug lips. How ſhall we account for ſuch difference of 
conduct: 
honourable gentleman's was a political ſickneſs? Did he ima- 
gine that any arguments coming from him in ſupport of a 
commercial arrangement would have no weight with this 
Houle z and that his appeariog indifferent to the fate of the 


treaty, was the ſureſt way to recommend it to the protectiom 


the treaty would be productive of great and important advan- 
rages to the trade and manufactures of this kingdom, and really 
ſicken at the proſpect? 1 ey 

Having thus, Sir, treſpaſſed ſo long on the patience of the 
Houſe, in conſidering the commercial part of the treaty, 
may | beg leave to requeſt their further indulgence, to add 
only a few words on the conſequences likely to arite from it 
to the political ſtate of Ireland, as ultimately connected with 


Great Britain in one common intereſt, and a member of the 
{ame empire. | | | 


of the friends of be Froducn Or did he aQually believe that 


It has ever been my decided opinion, that the mercantile 


intereſts cf a ſtate deſerve every poſſible degree of encourage- 
ment and proteQion ; but that they ſtill "ought to be con- 
fidered only in a ſecondary light, as ſubſervient to the landed 
inteteſt. As | defy any man to point out an inſtance of any 
fare, in which the r-ercantile intereſt has acquired the aſcen- 
dancy in the direction of foreign affairs, and the formation of 
treaties, where the ruin of that ſtate has been the certain and 
immediate conſequence z to illuſtrate this aſſettion, 1 I bail 


Shall we believe, as I ſincerely hope, that the right 


. s 
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give but two examples; the one drawn from the hiſtory of the Mr. Ogilvie 
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great commercial ſtate of Carthage; white her Hamilcans and on che com- 


Hannibals at the head of her nobility and landed intereſt, 
directed her government, ſhe was able not only to reſiſt the 
power of the Roman empire, but to carry her victorious arms 
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to the very gates of the enemy 's capital, and to threaten Rome 


with dęſtruction: But no ſooner had the government got into 
the hands of Hanno, and the mercantile intereſt, than a ſad 
reverſe took place, their armies were recalled, their ſucceſs- 
ful leaders diſgraced—a league of feigned friendſhip ſucceeded 
to natural hoſtility the market of the Roman empire was too 
great a temptation to be refiſted by the merchants and manu- 


facturers of Carthage; a treaty of commerce was entered into, 


and in leſs than fifty years, the total ruin of their ſtate was the 
conſequence of their credulity and avarice. 1 

Nor is the preſent ſituation of Holland a leſs ſtriking exam- 
ple of the truth of the above obſervation. While the princes 
of the Houſe of Orange, at the head of the nobility and 
landed intereſt, directed the government of the ſtates, they 


were able, even in the infancy of their exiſtence, not only to 


ſtem the encroaching violence of the French arms, but to tear 
the triumphant laurels from the brow of their. haughty mo- 


narch, Louis XIV. But how dreadful has been the reverſe 


fince their government has fallen into the hands of the demo- 


eracy and the mercantile intereſt! They have formed leagues 
of friend{bip, and treatfes of commerce with their former 
enemy ; their fleets and armies have been negleted—their 
honour and dignity ſacrificed to their avarice, And from the 


dignified ſituation they once held in the ſcale of Europe, they 


have dwindled into an inſignificant province under the protec- 


tion of that very kingdom whoſe arms they formerly reſiſted 
with ſucceſs. The firſt part of the parallel, in both inſtances, 


applies ſtrictly to the hiſtory of Great Britain, with reſpect to 
France; and while ſimilar cauſes continue to produce ſimilar 
effects, I can ſee no reaſon to expect an-extraordindry interpo- 
ſition in our favour. 8 yer 


la ſuch a proſpe@ there is certainly much ſerious matter of 


apprehenſion; for though every man in this Houſe is con- 


vinced, that whatever enmity France may ſtill harbour towards 
Britain, ſhe bears no enmity to Ireland; yet this kingdom 


will ever, I hope, have the good ſenſe to adopt the ſentiments 


of this Houſe, in rejecting the dangerous and fatal doctrines of 
ſeparate intereſts z and that the depreſſion of the one is the 
eleyation of the other. If the conduct of Britain towards 


Ireland has hitherto been chargeable with proceeding on ſuch 


narrow views, I hope a more enlightened policy towards this 
kingdom will be one immediate conſequence of the preſent 
treu y. Britain muſt now recede and do juſtice to Ireland. 
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The miniſter who framed the treaty could not poſſibly be 
aware of the ſituation in which it puts the connexion between 


the two kingdoms : for I cannot believe that it could be his 
intention to grant to the ſubjects of France indulgences that 


have been hitherto refuſed to the fellow ſubjects in Ireland; 
nor to ſend the ſhips and manufaQures of Ireland to the ports 
of France to receive the benefits and advantages that have been 
denĩed them. in thoſe of Britain. Such a ſyſtem would be lit- 
tle ſhort of inſanity—juſtice therefore muſt be done to Ireland 
every thing on her part has already been done for Great 
Britain z—her ports have not only been opened to the impor- 
tation of every ſpecies of Britiſh manufacture, but alſo to the 


'. Export af every fort of raw materials, to the great and manifeſt 
of 


mjury r own manufaQures. Her conduct has been not 
only friendl 3 but liberal in the extreme. I hope ſhe will never 
again have the weaknefs to make propoſitions to Britain, If 
Britain ſhall not be induced to follow her generous example, 
a judicious ĩmitation of Britiſh reſtrictions and prohibitions 
will ſoon convince her of the danger of driving this kingdom 
to the neceſſity of taking the redreſs of her grievances into her 
own hands. She will then repent of her injuſtice when it is too 
late, and in graſping at too much may loſe all. | 
We have lately, Sir, had the internal ſtate of the country, 


and particularly the province of Munſter, under our conſide- 


ration ; and if the hints that were thrown out on that occaſſon 
from the oppoſite fide of the Houſe, of concerted tumult and 
ſyſtematical inſurrection be at all founded, I leave every man 
to decide what may be the probable operation of a cloſer con- 
nexion with France, every circumſtance conſidered on the in- 
terior peace and government of that province. As I really 
have never been able to form any decided opinion on the cauſe 
of thoſe diſorders, I ſhall leave the further conſideration of 


ed with that province, as 1 :feel myſelf reſtrained by motives 


of prudence from-enteringiinto-a minute inveſtigation of ſo de- 


licate a ſubject. * 

After returning thanks to the Honſe for their kind indylgence, 
1 hall conelude with repeating that the preſent treaty, as far 
as it affects the trade and manufactures of Ireland, abſtracted 


| from every other. conſidetation, meets with my approbation. 


Mr. Kear- 


Mr. KAAN E faid that he hoped to be indulged by the 


Houſe whilſt he made-a very few remarks on the treaty, ſome 
articles of which he would readily allow might poſſibly be of 
ſome beneht to (his kingdom 3 he meant thofe articles which 
covenanted fot the admiſſion of bur linens, woollens and cot- 
tons into Ftance, under certain duties; but he conſidered the 
benefits to be derived from jt as very uncertain and precarious, 


for they muſt depend not only on the comparative ſkill and 
induſtry of the French and iriſh manufacturers, but on the com- 


parative prices of the raw materials, whether the product of 


the reſpective countries, or imported; now we all know, ſaid 
he, that the price of our raw materials, the product of Ireland, 


does not deperd (as is the cafe in other countries) on the quan- 


tity produced here, but on the quantity which a ſiſter king- 
dom (the firſt manufacturing nation in the world) ſhall think 
proper to leave us for our manufactures; whilft whatever quan- 
tity is produced in France, fhe reſerves for her own manufac- 
tures. What makes this difference the more ftriking is, that 


coarſe manufactures, which are the only goods we could ex- 
pect would ſell at a French market. With reſpect to cottons, 
bid he, there are ſome perſons who entertain very ſanguine 
hopes of the French taking large quantities from us; but rf we 
conſider howggly it 15 for the French minifter, at any time, to 
put a ſtop to that trade,“ by making it faſhionable to wear any 


of the various ſtuffs made of cotton and ſilk, which are ſo much 


ſought after at preſent in England, and which cannot under 


the treaty be imported into France, no greater dependance can, 


in my opinion, be laid on that branch of trade. It was, he 


thought, impoſſible to conſider how differently circumftanced 
France and Ireland were, without being under great apprehen- 


ſions of the danger of our opening our ports to the various ma- 
nufactures of France. Ireland is a country where, contrary to 
the common courſe of things, luxury has anticipated riches, 
and where the different manufactures which adminiſter to that 
luxury, and which owe their value ſo much to faſhions, are 


yet bũt in their infancy z whilſt France has been for above a 


century the ſeat of the moſt reſined luxury; where they brought 
the different arts and manufaQures which it required to the 
higheſt 0 of perfection, not only for their own conſump- 
tion, but for that of the reſt of Europe, for whom their cele- 
brated capital has been and ſtill continues the great manufacture 
of taſhions. 1 know, ſaid he, that many people laugh at the 
idea of a country's being reduced by luxury, and France and 
England are produced as inſtances. of the contrary, but give 
me leave to f y, that there is a very great difference between 
a country's ſupplying herſelf with luxuries of her own growth 
and manufacture, and getting them from another country: we 


need not- go baeł to hiſtory for inſtances of thefatal conſequence 


of the latter. Sweden and Poland have in our own times af- 
torded the ſtrongeſt praots of it. The firſt, by too great a pre- 


Allection for every thing that was French, firſt Joſt her trade and 


we annually import large quantities of flax, and that our wool 
is at preſent at an enormous price, a price never known here. 
before, which muſt have a very confiderable effect on all our 


L 


— 


then her conſtitution; and the latter (Poland) idly imagining 


Mr. Maſen. 


Mr. Kear- 
ney. 


Mr.Grattan, 


PARLIAMENTARY [Marcy 5, 


that the produce of her fertile plains, which was ſent to ever 


part of Europe, would enable her to ſupply herſelf with the 


manufactures of more induſtrious and civilized countries, ne- 
glected eſtabliſhing them at home, until it was too late; and 
that ſhe was deceived. Now, Sir, one word with reſpect to 
the articles, the importation of which are prohibited into this 
country. I believe no one will deny that the greater the op- 
portunity of ſmuggling from one to the other, and that the 
ſmaller ſpace any kind of manufacture takes up, the eaſier it is 
concealed, and the more it will be ſmuggled, if the profit be 
great; ſrom theſe conſiderations it appears to me more than 
probable, that we ſhall have large quantities of different kinds 
of filk manufacture, particularly hoſiery, clandeſtinely im- 
ported to the great injury of our infant manufactures. That 


this will be the caſe with reſpect to ſtockings, there can be no 


doubt of, as not one pair in twenty of Engliſh ſilk ſtockings 
which are imported here at preſent pays any duty. How- 
ever, notwithſtanding my apprehenſions of the evil tendency 


of this treaty, I ſee with much pleaſure, that it has two capi- 


tal advantages over the only commercial treaty, except this, 
which ever came before an Iriſh Parliament. In this treaty 
there is no ſtipulation, no obligation whatever qn Irelapd, not 
to prohibit the exportation of the raw materials of her manu- 
factures, whilſt France ſhould be at liberty to preſerye her raw 
materials for her own uſe. This idea of reciprocity neyet en- 
tered the heads of the French and Engliſh negotiators, Ano: 
ther\very material difference between the treaty and this for- 
mer one is, that this treaty ſo far from bong ſuppoſed to laff 
for ever, like the laws of the Medes and Perſians, wiſely pro- 
vides for thoſe alterations which it expreſsly ſays that time 
and circumſtances may make neceſſary, by ſtipulating that at 
the expiration of twelve years there ſhall be a reviſion of this 
treaty, and after that reviſion the preſent treaty ſhall ceaſe. 


& 
: 


Mr. Mason ſaid he was ſurpriſed that any gentleman ſhould 


betray fo great an ignorance, as to call woollen yarn 3 raw 
material. It was a manufacture, and no leſs than from four to 
five hundred thouſand pounds of it,, when twiſted, had been 
exported laſt year. hs 


\ 


Mr. KrARN EV ſaid it came ſo very near a raw material 
that it deſerved not the name of a manufacture, nor could it be 
conſidered as ſuch by any pexſon whatever, #5 


The report was then gone through paragraph by paragraph. 


Mr. GzaTT an deſired to be informed what was meant by 
2 bill for which leave had been given the 23d of laſt February, 
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under the title of a bill for the improvement of Navigations, 
and whether that bill was to go farther than the regiſtry of 
ſhips? 5 


* 


The Ar TOR NET GENERAL. replied, that the intent was The Attor- 
to inſert a clauſe in the bill declaratory of its being in force *<YGeneral. 
in this kingdom, | | 

Mr. GxaTTAN.—l find this bill is to enact the navigation 
law—a law of greateſt anxiety to the Britiſh Miniſter—a law in- 
tended indeed to confer equal benefits, and impoſe equal re- 
ſtraints, but ſo conſtrued by Britain, as to confer benefits on 
herſelf, and exclude Ireland. This was a principle of the pro- 
poſitions, anda very old complaint. England ſent plantation 
goods to Ireland, and refuſed to receive them from us under 
colour and conſtruction of one and the ſame law—this act of 
navigation. This law, it ſeems now, gentlemen begin to ſuſ- 
pect is not valid in Ireland; and it is now propoſed by them to 
be enacted here, ſubject to the boſtile conſtruction, and it is to 
be brought in on Wedneſday, to be preſſed, I ſuppoſe, with 
the uſual expedition. | 


The ATTorNey GENFRAL ſaid that the right honoura- The Attors 
ble gentleman laboured under an error in his conception of the ney General. 
matter. He hoped to be able to convince him of it when the 

bill ſhould come before the Houſe, which would be to-mor= 

tow or Wedneſday, | a 


Mr. GAT TAN. —If I am in error, I err with authority; 1 Mr. Grattan. 
are dne authority of as good lawyers as the right honourable 
gentleman, to ſay, that the act of navigation is not the law of 
Ireland; if lam in error, I have the authority of the meaſure 
of the right honourable gentleman himſelf, who, juſtly diffident 
of his own aſſertion, calls on parliament to give it the autho- 
rity of law, and propoſes to enaQ the navigation law now, 
about whoſe validity he ſays he has no ſort of doubt, but acts 
a3 if he had great apprehenſions. This is a queſtion of the 
greateſt conſequence. I have no objection that the bill ſhould 
be brought in on Wedneſday, provided it is to be printed, 
time given to conſider it, and the Houſe to be called. Gen- 
flemen will recollect that it has been ever the policy of Eng- 
land to have the act of navigation acknowledged in Ireland, 
and that if a commercial adjuſtment ſhould be propoſed next 
ſeſſion, a doubt about the validity of the navigation law would 
be your ſtrength, and your beſt chance of making good terms 
for the country, You are placed in a great reſponſibility, by. 
the bringing forward this queſtion, Ireland ought not 30 ad- 
vance, but | am clear ſhe ſhould not recede. 4 


Mr. Grattaa 


* 
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The Cu AN cELLOR OT THE ExXcCyEQUER moved an ad- 


cellor of ihe dreſs to his Majeſty,” approving of the treaty, and thanking 
Exchequer. him for this ſignal inſtance of his attention to our intereſts, 


Mr. Corry. 


Mr. Corry faid lg was 22 ſurpriſed that an addreſs 
= 


ſhould be fo ſuddenly moved on the report juſt read; that was 


the firſt time, he ſaid, the Houſe had ever got an opportunity 


of diſcuſſing the French treaty z on its being laid on the table 
it was impoſſible to enter into it; on its being printed, it was 
not twenty-four hours tn the hands of the members, before a 


ſtring of refolutions was moved, which it was neceſſary the 
Houfe ſhould confider after they were laid before them; and 
fince chat night, this is the firſt time that opportunity had been 


had to make any obfervations whatfoever upon them. Time 


ought to be given to the Houſe, and the mercantile intereſt, to 


wergh what might be that night offered to their conſidetation, 
and 18 he was againſt prefling the addrefs with fuch a 
Icy. 
ge Sante at this ſtage of the buſineſs, he ſaid, offer ſome 
obſervations on the treaty, and entreat the indulgence of the 
Houſe. He owned he did nat fee it with all the partiality that 
ſome gentlemen did, and he was not without his apprehenſions 
on a ſubjed ſo new and fo important the cauſes and grounds 
of thoſe apprehenſions he would beg leave to ſtate, and he 
would then ſubmit co the judgment of the Houſe, having fo 
far diſcharged his duty, dittering as he did from what he knew 
was the opinions of by far the majority of thoſe to whom he 
addreſſed himſelf. He could not but entertain ſome doubt, 
when he conſidered that the preſentitreaty was new and in ab- 
ſolute oppoſition to the hitherto uniform ſyſtem both of Euro- 
pean politics, and of the politics of the Britiſh empire—he was 


naturally led like other gentlemen to conſider the ſubject both 


politically and commercially. The policy of it was new with 
regard to Europe, and new with regard to the empire of Great 
Britain. 

As to the imperial policy of treaties, that, he confeſſed, muſt 
naturally and ultimately be decided in the imperial councils of 
the dominion which certainly reſided in Great Britain, but 


it dehoved the Parliament of Ireland to exerciſe their undoubt- 


ed right of diſcuſſing them, and not to paſs that part entirely 


unnoticed, left in the eyes of the nation, and in the eyes of 


the Britith Miniſter, they ſhould appear altogether ignorant or 
altogether neglectful: to appear ſo to their conſtituents would 
be derogstory to the character of parliament, and to appear ſo 
to the Britiſh Miniſter would be highly impolicic, while 2 
creaty with Portugal, a treaty with Spain, a treaty with Ruſ- 
fia, and a treaty with America, might probably be expected 


ſoon to be in negociation, if not at preſent advanced; to ſhew 


is 


* 


* 
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inattention on theſe ſubjects would not tend much to enſure . 

attention to our intereſts in the Britſh Miniſter. As to this on the 
treaty being new with regard to Europe, the change to follow mercial 
in that reſpect muſt ſtrike every man who is converiant with its treaty. 


hiſtory, Great Britain has hitherto held among the powers of 


- Europe an authority and a ſtation which made her the arbi- 


ter of the liberties, and the umpire of the rights of ſovereigns :; 
the great object of the exerciſe of that authority has been to 
controul the aſpiring councils of France, and to reſtrain the in- 
ordinate ambition of that powerful and rival neighbour ; and 
every power in Europe has in its turn caſt their eyes on Great 
Britain for protection and ſupport. Look to the north of Eu- 
rope ; Holland owes much to the countenance of Great Bri- 
tain in the atchievements of her liberties, and the eſtabliſhment 


of her independency. The empire owes much to Great Bri- 


tain for the protection of her arms, and the ſupport of the 
rizhts of the Houſe of Auſtria, Look to the ſouth of Europe, 
Portugal owes much to Great Britain for the retrieving of 
ber independency alſo, and for the protection of it ever ſince ; 
Spain has alſo acknowledged her power on both hands, for as 
Great Britain ſubdued the arbitrary domimon of Philip on the 
one hand, ſo they ſupported the diſpoſition made of that mo- 


narchy by the dying Charles, and the deſigns of France 
- were by her power and her authority over-awed and re- 


eſſed. . 
72 o form a connection at this day with France, is therefore 
certainly new as to Europe. New alſo it certainly is. as to the 
empire of Great Britain an oppoſition of natural intereſts, an 
oppoſition of political oonſtitutions, an oppoſition of national 
views, and therefore of national councils and conduct has 
marked the relative ſituation hitherto of Great Britain and 
Frances This ſyſtem of national oppoſition has grown: by a 
length- of time into political. principle in the councils, and has 
been the ſource of certain national ſentiments implanted and en- 
couraged in the breaſt of the; ſubjects of the two countries, 
which ſentiments in their turn have given ſtrength and ſupport 


to the ſyſtem from which they were derived all this by the 


preſent treaty is to be broke down, however ſancti fied by length 
of uſage; - what conſequences are to flow from ſuck innovati- 


on, may yet be uncertain z heretofore Great Britain uſed to 


controul the defigns of France, naturally: formed alliances of 
ſtrict frieadſhip+with other powers from which ſhe ſhould de- 


ne. immediate aſſiſtance in caſe of need; and they were in 


tereſted to grant ſuch aſſiſtance; but now looking on this con- 
necti on with France with a jealong and ſuſpicious eye, they 
wil om theit part be 1:18 inclined to the ſame cloſeneſs of alli- 
mee, av they muſt en pe le aid in caſe of need from Great 
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Britain; and Great Britain will, on her part, be leſs anxious 
for the continuance of ſuch alliances, and leſs ready to break 
with France. Thus, both extremes receding from each other, 
the certain effect of this tredty will be to looſen your connecti⸗ 
on with, and to throw you at a greater diſtance from the other 
powers of Europe; at the ſame time that it innovates in your po- 
litics at home. Subjects ſo new and ſo important, cannot but 
ſuggeſt ſome apprehenſions. 


He ſaid, though the political part of the treaty was in ſome 


degree diſtinct from the commercial part, yet the two conſide- 


rations were intimately conneQed with each other; and as the 
policy ſo ought the trade to be ſtated as reſpecting your com- 
merce with other powers, and as reſpecting your own trade in 
a more confined ſenſe ; upon the firſt, great caution was neceſ- 
fary in forming a deciſion z how may this affect your trade 
with Portugal and with Spain, both great European markets, 
and how with America? The market of Portugal is one of 
great importance to you not only for ſome articles which you 
require, as your falt, but greater for your exports z your 
trace with Spain is one Capable of being puſhed to an extent 
worthy your ſerious attention; in manufactures of leather as 
well as others it might be made great, and in linen it muſt ever 
be capable of being preferable to perhaps all the reſt of your 
European ſupply together. How far this treaty may tend to 
Tiſk exchanging thoſe markets for the French, deſeryes con- 
fideration.—He here went into a particular ſtatement on theſe 
ſubjects, and touched alſo upon America. | 

In conſidering the trade with France in a more ſpecial man- 
ner, he ftated the policy of England hitherto. In 1674, in the 
teign of Charles II. he ſaid a treaty of commerce was made 


with France; at that time the ballance in the trade was againſt 


Great Britain above a million, and in four years after the trade 
was entirely prohibited by a reſolution of the Parliament that 
a trade with France was detrimental to the kingdom. In 1685, 
in the reign of James II. that prohibition was repealed ; and 
in that year when the trade opened again, the ballance was 
again above a million againſt Great Britainz on the acceſſion 


of King William, the prohibition of the French trade was re- 


newed; and ſo it remained ever ſince, till an atttempt was made 
In 171 3 at the peace of Utrecht, to open a French trade again; 
that attempt was overturned; and to this hour the prohibi- 
tion remains in Great Britain.,—He then took a view of the 


trade which in 1713 was rejected, and .compared it with the 


ſent treaty. | a | ; 1 
8 — of Utrecht, and the tariffs to which it referred 


were not upon a principle of mutual trade and reciprocal ad- 
vantage, — in favour of Great Britain; and what (in thoſe 
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circumſtances) was hi hly a e us, the principle of du- MF: 
ties was at five per cent. inftead o 
other advantages there were alf to Gres t Britain, 
By the 8 fi 

* tle in 88 ts to learn their arts and manafaQures 3 ; 
yow they are admitted. 

Then' tobacco might be . by Great Britain into 
France, now it 1s not provided 

Then cottons of Great delten went into France at fey 
cent. and thoſe of France into Great Britain were to nd a 


on to what amount Great 1 Britain fettled, now they enter mu- 
tu 
N. fadlery and hofiery of Great Britain went into Prance 


at five e per Cent, and thole of France wete Prohibited i into Sreat 
Bri tain, now they e enter  mytually. 
beg hardware and ee eee reat Britain went into France 
xt a low duty, and thoſe of 6 8 were — into Great 
Beltain, now they enter mutually. 
en Britiſh woollens went into France at ten 


cet 2 French woollens were protubited ings Gr ff Brin 
they's enter mugually, 
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trecht, French ſu were prohibited crea ; 


neyer inthe ſmalleſt inſtance gave him an on- 


=o of refuſing him even the ſlighteſt favour. He faid 


thought he had been then politically: al, and could not help 
remarking, that as he was ſo little; willed to this climate, 
that an Alter blaſt! ſhould have that By 3 him to come 


tothe Houſe, though it was the wind which'aflited the na- : 


tives of the countr: wich eir ſevereſt cli e complaints, 
After ſome ob! Eee on this part of the fubject, Mr. 
Corry proceeded to remark upon the immediate ſubjeR of the 
2557 rreaty. He ſaid, as the gentlemen had not thought fit 
ies 24 5 ae co what had allen from them on a former night, 
119 e notice of the arguments they had on that 

10 5 in {Lon of the cre aty. 

ſd the Secre t out with ſtating, that as Great 
Go 3 Tele ia Kill, induſtry, capital, and cor- 


12 ence, the "mult reap the immediate _ of the 
L. VII. 13 


ing much higher as now" a = 5M 
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treaty before Ireland, but that Ireland would in time overtake 


her and reap benefit alſo. He ſaid this argument went, in the | 
: firſt inſtance; in the truth of the diſcuſſed and received opini- 


on, that.a country tich in capital, extenſive in trade and cor- 
teſpondence, and fkilful in manufactures, muſt for ever keep 
the lead of a country poor, and confined in trade, and uoſkil. 
Ja ough with lower .taxes_;and.Jow-priced labour ; and 
therefore he ſaw no hope that Ireland was to overtake Great 
Britain, and beat her in the French market. But ſuppoſe the 
argument founded, then it proves too much ; France has lower 
taxes, and labour, cheaper than Great Britain, and with all, ſhe 
has capital and correſpondence, and ſkill far before Ireland; 
therefore, France muſt, by that argument, outſtrip Great Bri- 
tain and ſupply her market, and in the end, that of Ireland, as 
Great Britain now does in many articles: therefore, it appears 
but a bad argument to recommend a treaty to Ireland that 
oves it to be ruinqus Great Britain, or elſe proves nothing, 
Fre right honourable gentleman, ſaid he, next ſtated, that we 
were not to lower duties for French, but that ſhe was to lower 


duties ſor Iriſb imports ;; but though this ſeems advantageous in 


words, it is not ſo in effect, unleſs it ſhall be proved that we 
ſball ſend mannfaQures thither, and as to that point, he faid, 
he would obſerve upon ĩt before he ſat down. The next ſtate- 
ment was, that the treaty would prevent ſmuggling. . It had 
been ſtated that the duties were not to be lowered in Ireland, 
and that the intercqurſe would be increaſed. Duties, he ſaid, 

e the ſource and premium of ſmuggling. Greater intercourſe 
Kaellirates private trade, and the temptation being no leſs, and 


e facility greater, che natural ſuppoſition is, that nuf | 
de by 


ould racer increaſe than diminilh on the temen ma 

the tight honourable gentleman. © © 
- The other right EN tleman [the Chancellor of 
the R ſet out with ſaying, that France ſtood, 
even now, as one of the moſt favoured nations with Ireland, yet 
that the treaty, would remove prohibitions; prevent trade, when 
to be wterrupted by war, and aid the, revenues; the 
firſt vas ta a ſmall extent, as ſhe at preſent ſtood with. Ireland, 
as to F rench-protalytions,. that like lowering of. French duties 
could be of no ufe if e could ſend no manufactuteg. The 
argument on war, he ſaid, was rather a caution upon the trea- 


ty than a ſupport of it for à war would, after this, make 


ou feel more immediate. and ſevere loſs in trade than hereto- 
ore 3 and as to revenue, how could the revenues be raiſed 
when you limited your duties, unkeſs by increaſed imports of 
French commodities, in which caſe, the argument was,,thit 
you are gainers in revenue at (he loſs of your home mate, 


and. your home manufattures, Thee Tame ger 


= 
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had in comparing; ſtated that Great Britain had given up more Mr. Corry 
than Ireland,” in aboliſhing her prohibitions, lowering her re- on the come. 
venues, and —_— political arrangements with other pow- — | 
ers of Eutope'; all of which were ſubje&s of importance to 8 
Ireland ? as to Great Britain; her foreign conneQions involved 

our fate with hers, and ler revenues were our ſafeguard as her 

own. But her prohibitions now given up, was that ſtated as 

a diſadvantage ? If ſo, how was that argument reconciled 

with the principles profeſſed on the pròtection of Iriſh manu- 

ſactures? on which, he ſaid, he offered himſelf uo opinion, 

though He noticed thoſe of the miniſtry they had heretofore 
argued againſt them for Ireland, on principle ; and: therefore, 

on this occcafion, they muſt either give up their former princi- 

ple, or their preſent argument; and he aſked, which did they 

thooſe to adhere to? obſerving, that arguments againſt priaci- 

ples were generally to be ſuſpected. The right honourable 
gentleman Had ſtated, that aſſortment of cargoes would carry 

out our beet and othet articles freight free, and force them at 

the Freiich market. The aſſortment of cargoes, firſt was beg - 

ging the queſtion; but if true, had not Great Britain alſo aſ- 


ſortment of cargoes, and would have many cargoes for one of 


Ireland, with cheaper freights? beſides the argument of freight 
free, was fallacious, for it might be applied to each manufac- 
ture in its turn, and would prove each to go freight free; and 
therefore all to go freight free, which was evidently ridiculous 
zd as to beer, as long as Great Britain ſupplied Ireland, how 
could he pretend to ſtate that we ſhould with the addition of y 


freight, charges, inſurance, and duties, meet the Britiſh at a 


diſtant market. Glaſs tob, was ſtated to go, becauſe of the 
impolitic tax in Great Britain on that manufacture. Great 
Britain knew the abſurdity of that impoſition; but though ſhe 
would not at the moment of the treaty, - alarm France by a 
change of ic, yet it could not faitly be ſuppoſed it was always. 
td remafn as it ſtooC u. 
But the great argument of the right honourable gentleman, 
be ſaid, in favour of the treaty, was foumded principally in 
the linen, and alſo in the woollen and the cotton manufactures 
on which he begged permiſſiopof the Houſe to offer ſome eonſi- 
derations to their attention, which raiſed-in his mind great ap- 
prekenſions leſt the treaty might prove in no degree benefi- 
cal at preſent, if not attended with riſk. of future diſad- 
Fanta at þ "OK; 53" 2s. i ; * 1 y Ne 
He here went into à ſtate of the linen trade and the cam- 
brick trade, formerly from France z the imports of that article 
voald be from ſeven ſhillings; it was ſtated, and epwards, and 
would, he believed, be much under-rated at an average of 
nine ſwillingi per yard ; but he would Rate it ſo: The linens 
, y 26 TREE TH 
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Wir. Corry tobe exported would hardly be under two ſhilling ar 
| on the em» and not much exceed four Dollings, packs; wan Bel — 
merci. atthree fhillings, for every yard of cambtiek imported three 
” yardsof cloth would be requiſite to make an equal value of 
the export che importation of cambrick he ſtated to be in the 

f 4 ; | ** # 


1 . EN wa,, 
1764 - enn, 
1765 { an; ., & 527 bk Ss 
1766 — — 457922 7-3th: 
neatly roo, o yards. — 3 8 
In 1769 the ptohibition of F rench cambricka into Ireland 
took place. | s 


The enereaſed riches and luxury of the country, be ſaid, 
made it probabfe that the conſumption would now be increaſ- 
ed'in «very great proportion, but the duties then were one 
ihillivig--and-four-pence per yard, now they are only cight- 
a ch in t would be encreaſed in the very 
ſpecies, and as only the finer forza; could then bear that dur 
and that much-courfer will bear eight - pence, the quantity Wil 
ore will be encreaed by the evarſer Pie: In al ehe, 
therefore, the quantity will-be.confuderably ericreaſcd, nor ur 
you ſare:to-balaiice-this with'the value bf your linen cloth; 2 

 greatexport indeed it, wilbrequire to balance the cambrick in- 
«ports, au when yon have balanced ir in value, rexolledt hoy 
-muth more labour you pay for on cambrick, khan you are paid 
for dn eloch s therefore, on the fame value, felling as you 
will mom of {raw material, and buying more. of the labour of 
France, you -ought to have that balance conſiderably in jour 
:favour, in drfer-to-have only an equal * 7 He it may Wi from 
turn out be would not — a to ſay, ough he knew ibe and 
den wage Would-not object to che l. 0 
No, faid be, as to Woollens, in which your are told ven Supp 
- are immediately: toy profit, how is your home market at prefer Wi anda 
- Capphed ? The Britiſh heat you ont of it in all ſorts but thoſe BN the tn 
which are too cbatſe to bear the duties of fix-pence per yud Wl 0ooſec 
on old » and two; pence balfpenny upon new driper) ; WM Frenc 
igtioſein which ne the will ſurely. excel you e 
in France, where you muſt go without the aid of thoſe dutics, WW et 
_ and with the erpence of freight, infurance, port-charge3, con-W meyer 
miſken,'&. -Im-thei finer ſorts, therefore,' you have no chance; tbe Fr 


2 8 ff.. ̃ uu. EE... 


J 2 


iadetd Great Britain herſelf, though her fabeic is bettet, ciu- bens « 
not meet the French fine eloths in France z-and a6 to the cot charge: 
er, in them the material is the great value, and labour de BY traty. 


ſer ; labour is cheap, but wool is out of All ptoportion der it 
| Ireland, at not leſs than twenty-one ſhillings the ſtone at 


"he is fopp 


rr 


day. Can you, therefore, where your cheapneſs of labour Mr. Corry | 
has little effect, and your dearnefs of material has great effect, on tho com · 
8 to meet the Britiſh without the aid of the duties you 2 


1197. 


ve on her manufacture here at home, and with the addition 
of the charges I have mentioned going into the French market ? 
And beſides all this, you muſt be able to bear the twelve per 
cent. and beat the French themſelves. Who can promiſe yau 
with certainty, or evefl probability, that you are likely to do 
ſd to à trade of any extent worth notice? He ſaid, the next 
benefit you were premifed was in cottons ; the French, he faid, 


were already much farther advanced in that manufaQure than 


Ireland : The fine ſorts, he faid, would be the chief trade un- 
der the duties ; of that kind the printed callicoes and eottons 
were the principal: France already has extenſive printing yards, 

hefiden from Switzerland with prints well finiſh- 
ed, and very cheap fuppoſing that the Brigiſh prints get in 
under the duties, owing to their finer finiſhing, yet where have 


you any to ſend? Ireland has no printing yards, nor any prints 
n 


ſufficient for her own wear, and England beats you 6ven here 


home, except in the very caarſer fabrics, principally thoſe 


with linen backs; what have you to ſend? and can you in the 


coarſer kinds meet Great Britain with equal expence of charg- 


es, and yet you muſt: be able to beat both the Britiſh and 
French manufaQures, low in price, ang nder high duties, 
before you can benefit from it ! But how do they ſtand with the 
French? From France vou have a great ſupply of cotton- 
woolz now take two bags of catton-wool, and mark their 
pogeſs with the French and with.the Itiſh panyf4Rures z. the 
nb pays commiſſion on buying, part: charges, freight, inſu- 
race, port · charges at home, maoufaQures it, ſends it 
hack with new poſt-charges, freight, inſurance, commiſſion, 
and beſides twelve per cent. duty, The Frenchman takes it 
hom'the ſtore to the loom, and from the loom to the market, 
and meets the Iriſh after its progreſs.— Which is the piece that 
u to ſell cheapeſt, and how are you to treat them at market 2 
duppole then a duty laid on raw cotton the fact has happengd, 


anda duty has been laid on in France of Sigy per cent. nee 


the treaty. Vou will then be deprived of the French ſupply 
conſequently buy ſomething deater at other markets while the 
french manufacturer will have his ſuppl y increaſed, and. buy 


> at both ends you are hurt; therefore, whether you 
_ y therefore, whether y 


rench cotton without a duty, ar do not get it, or are 
Meyented to get it hy a duty, you will have diſadvantage at 
be French market ; and all this on the coarſer and chen 
lots of manufactures, which are leſs able to bear hi — 


— Vet here is one of the great advantages of the 
Jo | L , 
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He ſaid, that whether he compared Treland ch France or 
with Great Britain, he ſaw no dawn of the poſitive clear ac- 
vantage that had been promiſed. her. Ireland had low taxy, 


but in moſt manufaQures her labour was not materially cheap- 
er, while ſhe was excelled by both countries in ſkill, arts, ca- 


pital, correſpondencies, connections, and that variety and 
quantity of produee, whether natural or manufactured, which 
reciprocally ſupported each other in trade, and forced their 


way by their combined weight. He ſaid, as the treaty did 


not depend upon the Hauſe enadting laws at any particular 
time, it would be wiſe, perhaps, to . poſtpone this buſineſs, if 
not for this ſeſſiun, at Jeaſt for ſome time ; ard if the Houſe 


. diſcovered any ĩnelination to that meaſure, he would willingly 


The Chan- 


cellor of the ſpeech which the Houſe had juſt heard, he believed they would 


Exchequer. 


the fabi. Ne * 
The firſt point he would take notice of was, the policy of 


feen England had as to herſelf diſpoſed of the policy of the 


Vas reſponſible for it ; but he entertained; no fears for her—fle 
generally underſtood what ſhe was about prer 4 well. How. 


move it, but not if it ſhould appear to be contrary to their ge- 
neral ſenſe, as: he could not preſume to arrogate an authority 
with them and ta that effect, and would, therefore, having 
done his duty. in ſtating his apprehenſions, abide by their de- 
terminstion , „ arice — 


The CuaNncerton or run Excu FQUER fad, aſter the 
excuſe him from going atlength into the buſineſs, eſpecially n 
the honourable gentleman ſeemed to ſtand: ſingular in opinion, 
and as he had ſpoken before an aſſembly not totally i gnora of 


* * 


Waiting what would be done in Great Britain that was now 


"treaty beyond our power to recall it, and therefore our ar- 
L ing whar:would be beſt for England was totally unneceſſs 
5 : If, indeed, it was a meaſure affecting her policy, ſhe alone 


t 

ever, Sir, ſaid be, I might here affect 3 different mode of 
ſpeakin 1 might ſay that any treaty which would prevent 
Engla from engaging in war would be advantageous to Ire- 
land; for as the fuccefſes of her wars eee, no advantage 
to us while we were liable to partake of every diſtreſs y- we ale 
even more intereſted than Britain berſelf in the continuance of 

o 8 i Ha 
ar The honourable gentleman'aſks;' what effect this treaty wil 
have upon our trade to Spain ?—As to Spain, it is known that 
treaty is now carrying on with that kingdom : and as the prin: 
ciple that we art to-partake in common with Great Britain of 
every benefit reſulting ſfom treaties, is now eſtabliſbed, we have 
2 to expect we ſhall receive much benefit from that with 

ain. — . 5 by 
I believe the honourable gentleman has miſapprehended the 
words which fell from a right honourable gentleman on à for- 
mer day; he has quoted them as if the right honourable gentle 


*. 
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man had ſaid that England from her great capital, and her ex- 
perience and perfection in manufactures and commerce, would 
be the firſt to receive benefit from the treaty, but that we would 
come in for a ſhare afterwards. That was not his declaration. 
He ſaid, that England being in poſſeſſion of thoſe advantages, 
vas, from the weight and conſequence ſhe derives from them, 
enabled to carry us along with her in joint negociation; and if 
this was the right honourable 1 declaration, I appeal 
how far the argument of the honourable gentleman may be al- 
lowed to go where there is a difference in the original ſtatement. 
The honourable gentleman fays that the treaty is nat likely 
to prevent ſmuggling; but I beg leave to ſay that when pro- 
- hibitions are taken off, it will be more the intereſt of the par- 
ties concerned to enter their goods fairly, than to run the riſk 
of ſmuggling. Before the prohibition of cambric, | he a- 
Jows that 96,000 yards were imported in dhe year uporiaduty, - 
and when the importation is again legalized, is there not a fair 
preſumption that it will revive, which muſt not only check 
imuggling, but ſo far produce revenue? beſides, it lays the 
ground of our exportation, which cannnot ſubſiſt if we take 
nothing in retuinn. | A IE Mats 
As to the continuance of peace, Sir, I know nothing ſo like- 
ly to promote it ast being the intereſt of all parties concerned, 
Great Britain formetly endeavoured by force to overturn the 
commerce of France, and to forward her own. This defeated 
its own intention, and the conſequence was continual wars. — 
Great Britain has now thought it wiſe to ſeek peace from mu- 
tual advantage; and as the principle is more conſonant to rea» = 
ſon, ſoit is more likely to prove ſucceſsful, - | 


As to the article of linen, I think it a great and inexhauſ- 
tible ſpurce of wealth to this kingdom, and im this I am ſupport - 


ed by the opinion of the people, and repreſentatives of the peo- 


pic of the North, The honourable [gentleman has ſtated, that 
rance will probably ſend her cambric to the amount of 40,0001, 
a year x; let us, for argument ſake admit iv. How ſmall an ob- 
ject would this be in our linen trade? We ſhall not only ſupply 
France with the finer linens, but affo her colonies. © Or was the 
- treaty to fail, we may ſupply Spain through France. 
t cambrics are too trifling an àrtiele to be put in competition 
with our linen. If they are to be conſidered, the fair way of 
ſtating the queſtion is this : France is to ſupply three millions 
of people with as much eambric as they ſhall conſume, Ireland 
is to ſupply twenty-four millions of people with what tine li- 
ven they ſhall conſume, which conſumption will be continually 
increaſing ſo long as human vanity ſhall ſubſiſt. Indeed, what 

' I moſt apprehend' is, that we iſhall not be able to furniſh the 

ſupply of linen that will be demanded? © + , 

As to woollens, he ſaid he believed neither England nor Ire- 
land would be able to ſupply to Frince the finer ſpecies, but 
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the wool of Ireland, ind the cheaper labour of this country, 


Woollen trade, which was already demonſtrable from but er- 
porting to a greater amougt in Toarls wooltens than we im. 
C 
As to what the honourable gentleman has (aid bf France 
22 a monopoly of raw cotton, that objection applied td 
ngland as much as to us, yet no thanufafture in Kugland àp- 
prehended any thing from it. Upon the hole, he was con- 
vinced that very great and ten. benefit would ariſe from 
the 1 and he muſt obſerve, it had lain ten days before 
the Houſe without a ſingle objection but thoſe mide by the hos 
nourable gentleman, | 
He concluded with ſaying, I never was concerned id 4 
Mmarter in wy lite from ayhich I receive more ſatisfaction, 
and I think the right hoddurable gentleman, fo far from having 
2 cauſe td ſicken at it, has teaſoh to Exult in à meafurs 
whfch is of itſelf ſufßbcient to ſtamp nis adminiſttation with 
konour. 5 * } 
Mr. rattan. Mr. GzaTTaAn faid he did not conſider it as a queſtion 
whether ſuch or ſuch duties ſhould be taken down, but whe- 
| ther the markets of Ireland, being open h France, it would 
be an advantage to have the market of France open to us, 
The Ange, f being open to Prance, ſaid he, you have al- 
ready experienced, the benefit of having France open to you, 
you are yet to hope, and I think it will produce conſiderable 
' benefit, though not fo much as is expected. 


» The committee's report Was th A | to by the Howſe, 
without any diviſidd, pore pa * ee : 1 

The Chin= The Cu a GELLOR or- The Excn: VER moved Tha 
celjor of an humble addrefs be N © to his * „ expreſſing our 
Wer unfeigned thanks to his Majeſty for bis Majeſty's graciouf 
Addreſs to communication of the treaty of navigation and commeice con- 
his Majcfty. cluded .berween his Maj 21 Fe Moſt Chriſtian King 6 
that, ever ſolicitous to encreaſe the ſources of mutual proſpe- 

rity in Great Britain and Ireland, we humbly entreat his 
Majeſty to accept our grateful acknowledgments for the pre- 


ſent ſignal inſtance of royal attention to our common. intereſts 


in treaties with. foreign ſlates ; and we retain the fitmeſt con- 
fidence of. an equal care in his rayal breaſt on all ffnildr 'oCCar- 
ſions. Thar we humbly thank his Majeſty for the proviſion 
made by this treaty to- ſecure and extend. our manufactures 
upon ſuchia liberal foundation of reciprocity as gives aſſurance 
that the treaty wiil be permanent; ang that we Haak Fs an 
habitual intercourſe of commercial . jnfe efts "ng £904. offices 
with the kingdom.of France will excite in us d fi 


would to a certairity ſecure us ht coarſet Branches of the 
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ton in the induſtrious arts of peace; that we ſhall immediarel y 
enter upon the conſideration of the proper meant te give effect _ 
to the conditions of the treaty, and to enable his Majeſty fully _ 
to carry into execution engagements which appear to us to be 
ſounded in wiſdom and equity, and to afford a beneficial en- 
touragement to the encrealing efforts of the nation in manu» 
fafture and commerce. vo bing 


The motion for the addreſs paſſed without a diviſion. 


a 
& a 
8 


N enn 
* 


Torsvar, Masch 6, 1787. | 

The Cnakczlrox of tHe Rxcntohuer was ordered The Chan- 
to preſent to the Lords the reſolutions reſpeRting the commer. £V0r of the 
cial treat F, ind the kdfreſs te his Majeſty. | | <quer, 


ALderRMan Warren prefented to the Houſe, according Alderman 
to order, a bill for the regulation of ſale-rooms for ſelling den. 
manufactured goods by auction and on eommiſſion by retail, © 
ard for the more effeQually preventing frauds therein Edramitt= | 
ed; which was received and read the firlt time. ; 


a4, 
4 + 
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Wemnnsnar, Mazcu 72 1785. PE | 
he Houle tefbived irfelf Into a comtnictve Ef che whicle - 
Houſe, on the petition bf the grand tanal vottpany; Mr. Burton 


in the chair. 


 Axfoon u. Burſton, counſel for the'company of under- 

| en ue 4 a v5 Ry a SEES 5 * 0 

The A erw Grith ar moved to report progress. 

Sir Jou BLaquiens (aill the #anal company ſtood upot 245 
the ſtrong ground of righe, having actually 'expended their ““ 
money upon the faith of parliament ; if this was r&fuſed, he 
(ad, he would prove they had been robbed, as the navigation 


twarg h Raryed. to death by the withdrawing of the 
fund. N board, though inſtituted by the whole power of 
the tegiflature,, had been, aboliſhed in à very extraordinary 


manner by the reſolution of the Houſe of Commons only. 
They had been made bankrupts ; but inſtead of dividing their 
property, vie. their Houſe, which would have ſold for five 
thouſand:pounds, amongſt their creditors, and that would have 
paid {ix or ſeven ſhillings in the pound, an act had paſſed veſt- 
ing the houſe in his Majeſty; who, was he to know that honeſt 
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people were robbed to pay him that compliment, never would 
ve received it. 


— Mr. Gzorce Poxsonsy ſaid when he came into the 
lord). Houſe he was indiſpoſed to allow the claim of the grand canal 
company; but the able ſtatement he had heard had altered his 
opinion, and now he ſhould «think, was he to decide again 
them, he ſhould do an act of the moſt flagrant injuſtice. 
The queſtion was put, that the committee do now adjourn 
and report progreſs, when there appeared 5 
GER == . 
Sir John Sir Joun' BLaquizat then produced a. bill which had 
Blaquiere. 23 t in and twice read laſt ſeſſion of parliament, and 
- | *-" © ſeenitd to be with the ſpecial intention of giving relief to the 
company this, he ſaid, was ſufficient (though in the hurry 
the bill had been dropped) to ſhew that the principle of the 
Company's claim was admitted, and that the Houſe thought 
3 r its faitÜBng. d 
The Chan- The CxanceLtok or THE Excutquen admitted he had 
cellor of the introduced the bill for the benefit of the canal company ; he 
Had done it, he fajd, inflgnoranc 
pany's claims; 'but upoh a "thorough inveſtigation of them he 
bad perceived that they were unfounded 3 he had therefore iuf- 
fered the Hi T dr bpb 


Mr. Beres Mr. BX EZTn B. — The night honourable gentleman ha 
ford, ſtated, that we have 'not only been guilty of 2 in taking 
away the fund of the navigation -board, and diſpoſing of their 

houſe, but he charges that we, bave murdered that board by 

| ſtarving thein to death. Now will the right honourable ger- 

_ _ tleman ſay, that the nayigation board were any thing more 

than truſtets for the diſtribution of the public money to cer- 

rein purpoſes, and under certain conditions, which not having 

duly” performed, will he deny; that the public had, \ og to 
take back into its own hands its on money, and the houſe 

+ - * that has, been purchaſed wichiit? And as to murder, the) 
died a natural, death when the a® which granted their fund 

ex ird. , 7 4 | COLNE TINT 10” 7.1! ” - = ae b 

; be right bonourable gentleman has built the claim of the 

company upbtivewo'aQts of parliament which did pals,” and obe 
Thien did not paſs. Why that one did not paſs the right bo- 
nourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who brought it in, 

lies fed, and bis atectne i. x long argument againt th 


YR ni AD 
"* He fald he thought it ſomewhats odd that the company 
ſhould found their claims, ending in 1784, on an act which 775 
10 ene years, afterwards ; but he contended "that "the 


YNance'of the true ſtate of the com- 
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company never had any lawful claim to one- ſixth of their enn 
penditure, not having complied with the conditions of the law. 
He ſaid, notwithſtanding the company had not performed the 
neceſſary conditions, yet they had received of public aid 
24, oool. to a ſhilling of which they were not entitled. Vet * 
after this the company ſtill complain, and ſay, they have no 
compenſation for their toil and hazard and money expended. 
He aſked, had they not received the works of the canal and 
all its appurtenances in the ſtate they ſtood at the day of their 
incorporation, and which had coſt the public ſeventy thouſand 
unds? Had they not received the right of raiſing a revenue 
by tolls upon the water, and by turnpikes upon the land? Was 
this no compenſation ? LEE ore: 1 at —- 
He faid he did not think in law or equity, or upon any prin- 
ciple of public faith, the company had the ſmalleſt claim of 
right even to what they had already received, much leſs ta 
further aid, _ | | . 7 I 
Sir Joux BTZ moved the committee to reſolve, sir Joh 
4 That it is the opigion of this committee, that the conduct Blaquiere. 
and exertions of the company "of undertakers' of the grand 
canal, in compleating that work to Monaſterevan, demands | 


- 


the countenance and protection of parliament,” | 


Mr. Sexjeawnt Torzx moved an amendment to be made Rr. Serjeant 
to the ſaid reſolution, by adding at the end thereof the words, Toler. 

* although it does not appear 0 this Houſe that the petitioners have ;. 
proved a fingle allegation of their petition." e „ 
And the queſtion being put on the amendment, there ap- 

peare 1, 1 8 . 1 r TY” 


. ee, ng 
Mr. Mancus Bexesrorp ſaid he thought the report ought Mr. Marcus 


not to ſtand naked on the journals, and would therefore move 
this amendment : baving per farmed the conditions of their 
contra} wwith abe beard' of navigation, entered. into. by deed of 


 teidentire bearing date the-2d of une, 1772. 


This amendment was negatived without g diviſion, gt 
Mr. SecxeTany HamiiooN ſaid he thought in a buſineſt Mr. Secre- 
of ſo much conſequence, in which an intention to pledge par- tary Haile 
laament appeared, ſome little time for conſideration ou he.co be n. 
allowed; and as it was then fo very late, [ane ofclock he hop: 
ed all further proceeding in the buſineſs might he poſtponed till 
the next meeting of the Houſe ; he would theretgre-moye the 
queſtion of adjournment, © 8" 
be Houſe then divided. mages 
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The main queſtion, *©* that the Houſe do agree with the 
1 report, was then put and carried without a di. 
Yiton, | 
The Attor= The ArTorner GenertAaL.—The Houſe has now deter. 
** Generals mined that the canal company deſerves protection: I am wil- 
ling therefore to afford them proteCtion, and in the firſt place 
I will protect them from proſecution for the public money, 
which, in collufion with the navigation board, they have un- 
lawfully applied to their works. I therefore move you, Sir, 
to reſolve, That the company of undertakers of the grand 
canal ſhall be ve wn from proſecution for the money they 
have received from the nayigation board, contrary to law.” 


Sir John Fir Jong Baquizae moyed the queſtion of adjourn 
4 ben. e eee eee ee 

The At- The Ar TRI GENIAL zſſented, having firſt promiſed 
ney General. that he would bring forward his laſt motion upon every occaſion 
cke right bonourable targaet Goulg fairly meetit, 


S 


= 


LESS 


© TuvnsDar, Maxcus, 1787. 5 15 5 
Petition f petition of the gentlemen, landholders and farmers of the 
ber county of Deſbli, boſe ties” — — 
holders, and was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that by 


farmers of the county of Dublin ſurrounding a city whoſe riches, manu- _ 


che county {© Qures and extenſive imports occaſion a vaſt iuflux of le, 
* the petitioners are — and greatly aggrie ved, f 
that lead to. ĩt and that interſect their ſmall county being ſo nu 
merous, fo worn, and fo broke up by that influx,” that they 
- _* Cannot be kept in, repair, though the . petitioners for, that ur- 
peoſe ate oppreſſed by a very heavy land tax ; that the, city 
having ſpread its buildings over a ſmall part of the county, 
many citizens: have become freeholders, though poſſeſſing no 
more land in it than is ſufficient to ered a ſhop upon, and coor 

ſequently ſince; the, burtken of repairing the roads was lai 
upon the land, the portion of it that ſuch frechelders are 
_ + © to bear is fo finial a mite that no perſon can be prevailed. upon 
do collect it ; formerly every man was at leaſt obliged t» 
ive ſix days labour, which could not be eſtimated at leis than 


r thillmgs 4 that the petitionets had but juſt beard that 
leave had been obtained to introduce a bill calculated for their 
relief, hen they ſaw a requeſt to che bigh ſheriff to call the 
freeholders of his bailiwick to meet at Kilmainham; calculated 

. they well know by long e nce to give an opportunity to 
frecholders of the above deferip od eq” 
. 4 2 
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four a petition to the Houſe againſt the propoſed bill, even 
before the purport of it was known ; that the petitioners re- 
frained from attending ſuch meetings at Kilmainbham, weil 
knowing that they are not fitted to cope with thofe who are 
more praQtiſed in the art of haranguing the people, and who 
go to thoſe meetings, not to diſcuſs and conſider the propriety 
or juſtice of the meaſure, but with ready-framed refolutions 
ind addteſſes to oppoſe it; that the petitioners are moſtly 
peaceable, labottous landholders and farmers, many of them 
aying from ten to thirty pounds a year to repair thoſe reads 
ate worn for the 3 of the unfeeling citizens, who 
under the cloak of being freeholders of the county would ſtill 
ebdeavour to evade the ſmalleſt contribution to thaygxpence, : 
whilſt the petitioners by the utmoſt induſtry can hardly pay 
their rents and clothe their families ; that many of the petizion- 
ers labour the lands that adjoin the five roads of the (county 
where turnpikes ate alrealy eſtabliſhed, and conſequently-are 
doubly taxed z and therefore praying, from the juſtice of the 
Houſe, equal taxation; and that every man that wears the 
roads may contribute a'ſmall-matter towards their repair. 


Mr. Rows Ex ſaid he ſhoped r be allowed that Mr. Rowt 
be would vote againſt com- 


he W :2a1real landhelder, yet | 
mitting the bill, as he well knew chat turnpikes were in general 
infamous jobbs, and the roads on which they are placed are 
nn while the barony roads are kept in good 
order. 8 8 L 


* 


farmers, to. be read. He ſaid it appeared they were gy x 
yery reſpectable members of parliament and gentlemen, friends 
of Mr. Gardiner, with a number of other names not well 
known us Jandholders. N 
The Alderman then ſaid, from the names, Ind that ' this 
Petition is chiefly ſupported by gentlemen, who living on 
turnpike roads, and deingi het ſelves thereby di ſtraſſed, wauld 
wih to ⸗bring others into the «ſame ſituation, that hy dividing 
the evil their particular ſhare might᷑ he: ſomemhatz alle viated. 
Ido believe that there aever va ſo much paing-taken pan 


any ſubject, as ſome perſons have taken upon his 3 and. as the 


manner of proceediqg has been ſamewhat eutious, I ſhall beg 
leave to ſtate it tothe Honſe:Copies. of the : petition which 
e right-honourable gentlemadchas juſt introduced, were given 
to each col lector ef county «dels, with ſtrict injunctions to 

preeure thereto as many namss as: poſſible. Thoſe. 
were fixed. on vo carry tte peti⁰,]x about, from. the influence 
that they are known to have over the poor farmers; for tis well 
known that a poor man would much rather put his name to a 


Atutienman Warner defired the names of the perſons Alderman 
who had ſigned the petition, and -who'were:rgal.landholders and Wartea. 


302 
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Mir. Bere 


Mr. Maſon. who have ſigned the petition are very reſpectable, yet 1 be- 
2 f A 4 
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petition than to ſuffer his cow to be driven off for the ceſs, 
Amongſt the reſpeQable agents of the right honourable gentle- 
man's petition; was Mr. M*Kinley, gaoler of Kilmainham : 
This gentleman had the modeſty to go into court to ſolicit 


names to it; but I believe without any great ſucceſs.  How- 


ever, I ſuppoſe he made good the deficiency amongſt his own 
lodgers : but whether they come under the deſcription of free- 
holders, or inmates, I leave to the Houſe to determine. 
But, Sir, this petition; though certainly ſigned by ſome reſ- 
pectable perſons, ſhould have no weight if put in competition 
with that preſented by an honourable baronet, from 2 
conſiderable meeting, legally convened at Kilmainham by the 
bigh ſheriff. Neither can it weigh agatuſt that from the grand 
jury of the county, who are certainly better judges. of the 
roads, and the proper manner of keeping them in tepair, than 
even the right honourable gentleman; That jury conſiſted of 
three and twenty gentlemen; twenty-two of whom have figned 
the petition. A petition too has been preſented by the ſeſſion 
jury—are none of thoſe perſons reſpeflable ? are none judges 
of the buſineſs ?—are none intereſted but the rigtit honourable 
tleman and his friends ?—Sir,.you would have had your 
e Covered with petitions againſt this bill, dig not the public 
confide in the wifdom and. conſiſtency of parliament, after hav- 
ing ſo frequently rejected it, to give it now again the fate it 
deſerves. TS a „ 
Mr. BenEsFonB.— The honoutable alderman ſays that the 
tition is ſighed by-gentlemen living on-turnpike roads, now 
think this the very reaſon why it ought to be attended to; for 
who can be ſo gobd judges of the benefit of turnpikes as thoſe 
who have experienced tem. 1 
Mason. — Though I am ready to allow that the perſons 


> 
. 


lieve they are very poor farmer. 


Sir ErwaxD NZWZNUANM. -I am concerned my right ho- 


Sir Edward nourable colleague obliges me, ſeſſion after ſeſſion, to preſent 


petitions from our NN r this hill z the petition be 
now preſents in favour of the bill, I admit is ſigned by ſixteen 
or eighteen reſpectable perſons but who ate the reſt ?—Cot- 
' tapers and drivers” of cars The requiſition for the meeting 
of the county was ſigned by twent Qable and worthy 
electors, all his own particular friends. I knew nothing of the 
tequiſition or county meeting, until a few hours before 
meeting was held at Kilmainham. I heard the goaler hada 
petition. ſigned in favour of the bill, ' conſequently I-expecit 


* . 
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_ the-goaler would have appeared (with kis friends) Ta 
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ported. it. I ſhall reſerve myſelf to debate the clauſes, if it is © 
allowed to go into a committee; but thus much I muſt now ſay, 
that the merits of the bill were fairly and openly debated at the 
county meeting, and unanimouſly reprobated z and the majority 
of that mepting was compoſed of my right honourable col- 
league's friends. The effects of turnpikes are already felt in 
the baron y of Ceolock. Since the erection of a turnpike on 
that road, the barony ceſs is increaſed ; and, add to that, the 
farmers pay an additional tax of one ſhilling per-acte ! Inſtead 
of better, we have worſe roads. Had I wiſhed to have intro- 
duced a petition from ſuch real freeholders and landholders, 
(that did not attend the county meeting) I could have had two 
thouſand names ſigned; out of thirteen hundred freeholders, 
not two hundred would be for the bill. I hope the Houſe will 
never act inconſiſtently ; they have hitherto rejected ſuch at- 
tempts, and therefore cannot now accede to it. 


Ir. GAA DIN ER ſaid he ſuppoſed the meeting at Kilmain- Mr. Gardi- 


ham had been conducted like other meetings at the ſame place. ner. 
He did not mean to caſt any diſreſpeQ on the perſons who at- 
tended,” but he was informed that there were but eighteen free - 
holders there, and of them but fix perſons capable of being on 
a preſenting grand jury. He was not there himſelf, having 
for à long time declined ſuch meetings; where a' few perſons, 
perhaps forty ſhilling freeholders in the Liberty, attend with 
reſolutions ready drawn, then vote that the ſheriff ſhall ſign 
them on behalf of the meeting, and ſo paſs them for the ſenti- 
merits of the county at latge, who know nothing of the matter. 

He admitted that petitions had been ſent round the county, and 
that the gaoler might have had one, as one was laid at the 
court-houſe, but whether any of his lodgers had ſigned it, 
perhaps the honourable alderman would know if he heard the 


| . 


Sir Fazpen ct FLeop ſaid he wiſhed, to have read from Sir Prede- 
the journals, ſeveral deciſions on the bill, hy all of which it had rick Flood, 


been rejected. He reprobated the principle and intention of 
i, called it a bill of circuitivallation and impriſonment for the 
qtizens of Dublin, for hatraſſing people with uſeleſs taxes, to 
de jobbed away for rendering the roads impaſſable, and con- 
cluded with ſaying, that tis Reben it an inſult to the good 
ſenſe and dignity of the Houſe ; he therefore hoped it would 
2 to be burned by the hands of "the common hang 
an, and he would write its epitaph Hic facet,  nanquam 
eu. gat. 1 | | en an 


brought in by the right honourable gentleman, becauſe their ler. 


piaviple was to make one aggregate fund of the tax to be raiſed 


” 


M. Annestev ſaid he had voted againſt the formier bills Mr. Annefs 
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by all euenpikez in the county; but this was a different bill; 
—_ each road was to be 1 by the tax collected on itſelf 

nt ceſs was found ſufficient, therefore it was found 
ry ſomethin g ſhould be done. 


Mr. Buſhe. Mr. Bus nE r the lame princigle, he would vote for 


Mr. Ogle. 


committing the 


Mr. Oct oppofed the bill, us taxing che farmers who bi: 
provifions to the public abet, and who ſhould meet wit 


every encouragement. 


Mr. Gardi= Mr. GAR DIVE then entered juto the merits OY bill, 


which be alledged was founded in juſtice, as nothing could be 
more peaſanable than that choſe who wore the toads ſhould pay 
towards their repair; * tbe gitizev who had perhaps a vill, 
39 two or three acres of lang, did not bear a trve propantica 
Preſent for the damage done by his horſes, Carriages, &c.— 
2 — had every improvement ever offered— 
cuftom-hoyle, che . and numberleſs othen; 
neſore he paid d tegard to their ſentiments on thi 


— pactioulady as they were intereſted againſt the 
meaſure. 

Mr.Hartley, Mr. Maxrtyy fit it would became che zicht bonownbl 
genfleman to be lefs angry wyh the N 12 U he mea 
to exhibit articles of i 8 Ws he ſhould box 
had che candour 10 fared the ef a 2 Howexer, be 


1 5 — rather be pit 


had in general them with being enemies £0 improve 
ment, and inſtanced the new bridge and new cpltom-houſe 
He thought that che 8 . havigg achieve 
theſe object, ſhould be ſatisbed on the . his eſtar 
would receive wiehgut accuſing the eitiaens z bus he aſked, 
could it be wondered at that in a country ſo poor as this, ths 
citizens ſhould entertain ſome fears at entering on works thit 
ied for cheir wait 


he queſtiq way put o comming the bill—there. ap 


- bo - 


As — * 


Sir John $i Has BAA laid, that he.roſe as dne of the ger 
Blaquicre. t]emen ho had promoted che, raſolutios in faxour of the c 


Company.; that having. eſtahliſbed :the qharaQer of ahat cam 
pany in a full Houſe, upon full EN it was not bis inter 


din to 2 to preſs claims of the r 
much ls to give any oppqſicdon tp the government 
þ wr” of wo entertai Ke on that Wee 
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Mr. BER ESTORD. If the right honourable gentleman had Mr. Beres · 
not uſed the word claim, I certainly ſhould not have riſen ford. 


upon this occaſion 3 nor would I have oppoſed a reſolution 
that went no farther than to juſtify the character of the com- 
pany : but I now give the right honourable gentleman notice, 
that if ever they ſhall bring forward any claim, I will moſt 
certainly give them oppoſition ; becauſe I am convinced they 
have not a ſhadow of right, as I can prove from their ſeveral 
petitions to this Houſe, . , | 


Mr. Ga Ir ITE ſaid it never had been the wiſh of the com- Mr.Griffiths 


pany to force the Houſe to any determination in their favour, 
or to do any thing diſagreeable to the repreſentatives of govern- 
ment in the Houſe, They had come to the bar and ſtated: 
their caſe ; the. Houſe had made a deciſion honourable to the 
company; the ſentiments of the Houſe on the ſubjeQ were now 
known to government, with government the matter now lay, 
and if they thought the company, which had perfected ſuch 
great national work, were deſerving of encouragement or re- 
ward, the company with all humility and thankfulneſs were 
ready to receive it, +, | 

He ſaid he took this opportunity, in the name of the com- 
pany, to return grateful thanks to the gentlemen that had ſup- 
ported them, and aſſured them the company was ready to pro- 
ceed to the Shannon, if they received propet encouragement 
and aſſiſtance. He begged leave to add one word more—It 
had appeared by a petition read by a righc honourable gen- 
tleman, that the company had applied for conſiderable aid, 
which they might have had provided they would conſent to 
telinquiſh their right of receiving 3d. per ton, and be content 
with 2d. This they had refuſed to give up, becauſe it was 
their right 3 though it is notorious they exerciſe that right fo 
diſintereſtedly that they charge but one penny per ton lockage. 


Mr. Oupe ſaid he thought it neceſſary to call the attention Mr. Oide. 


of che Houſe to a few words. As to what the honourable 
member who had juſt ſat down had ſaid, that he did not intend 
to proceed farther” oh behalf of the grand canal company, 
but that the ſentiments of parliament reſpecting that company 
being now known to government, with them he would leave it; 
on the part of government he begged leave utterly to diſ- 
claim the buſineſs z the Houſe had taken it into their own 
hands. Far be it from me (continued he) to ſay a ſyllable 
againſt the opinion of the Houſe z but I cannot think that 
there has been the ſmalleſt foundation to ground ſuch an opi- - 
nion on. On the contrary, it claſhes with a poſitive reſolution 
of the Ru, which declares, that the company performing 
N Ny conditions 1 receive certain benefits 3 
o. . ; 
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theſe conditions it does not appear they have performed, How 
then are they entitled to countenance and protection? How- 
ever, as the reſolution, that they are entitled to countenance 


and prote@ion, has paſſed, it is neceſſary to know how far it 


goes; and this will beſt be known by a reſolution which my 
right honourable friend [the Attorney General] means to pro- 
poſe. But I am till of opinion they can found no claim of 
right, and ſo long as they do prefer that claim I ſhall maintain 
my opinion. No body of men ever had greater indulgence, 
It would have been more becoming in them to have come to 
your bar, and have ſaid, it is true we have received large ſums 
of the public money to which we were not at all entitled by 
the ſtriQ letter of the law, but conſider how uſeful and advan- 
tageous our undertaking is likely to prove. In that caſe the 
Houſe might have reaſon to conſider them ib different light; 
but how can gentlemen, who ſtand up for ſuch ſtrictneſs in the 
management of public treaſure, poſſibly admit a claim ſo con- 
trary to every principle of juſtice and of equity? It is true 
the claim of legal right was given up laſt night—but then it 
was ſaid, juſtice, juſtice in mercy was their ſuit 3 and to ſup- 
port it, reference was had to a bill brought in by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, which being explained, proves to be di- 
realy againſt them. The Chancellor brought in the bill for 
their relief; but in the courſe of its progreſs, finding that they 
had not complied with the conditions on which they were to 
have received benefit, and that they had actually received large 
ſums contrary to law, he very properly ſuffered the bill to 
drop. | 
3 ſaid he, return to the point from which I ſet out 
and that is, I think it would be contrarious to every rule of 
propriety, and to the reſolutions of the Houſe, was govern- 
ment to move in this buſineſs, farther than to ſee the public 
money duly accounted for. I know it has been ſaid that a 
particular fund being put under a particular board, govern- 
ment had no further interference, but I apprehend this to be a 
very great miſtake ; for ſurely it is the duty of government to 
be ſatisfed of the due application of public money to the true 
purpoſes for which it is granted : and I ſay again and again, 
that warrants iſſued by the navigation board to the canal com- 
pany were illegal, for the act under which it is pretended ſuch 


warrants iſſued had reference only to perſons with whom the 


board had contracteu, and looked only to times paſt, but gave 
them no power of the future. | . 
Upon the whole, I ſay, I hope if the Houſe mean that go- 
vernment ſhould take up the meaſure in any way, they will 
point it out particularly; the reſolution of my right honourable 


iriend will give the Houſe an opportunity of explaining their 


intention. 


W 
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Mr. Bux Ton Cox VNGCHAM ſaid he thought the reſolu- 
tion a very improper one. If the navigation board, entruſted 
by act of parliament with the application of public money, 
had granted it improperly, the canal company who received it, 
and faithfull y applied it, were not to blame; it was not their 
buſineſs to examine and ſerutinize the legality of the board's 
actians; they knew that board was compoſed of ſome of the 
bet informed and. moſt reſpectable men in the kingdom, and it 
was very fait for them to preſume that the board was acting ac- 
cording to the powers veſted in them by law. 

He ſaid he wiſhed to know, what it was intended to do rela- 
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Mr. B. Ce. 
nyngham. 


tire to the outſtanding warrants of the navigation bcard? He 


had ſigned ſome of them, and if parliament would not diſ- 


charge them, he conſidered himſelf, as one, bound to pay his 


rroportion to the utmoſt farthing. If gentlemen acting for the 


public at the board had been miſtaken, innocent people ſhould 
not ſuffer. | 

As to the reſolution, he ſaid it threw an unfounded cenſure 
on a reſpeRable ſet of men the canal company; that it aſſum- 
ed for granted, without any evidence, that they had been guilty 
of colluſion with another reſpectable ſet of men the naviga- 
tion board; but it threw a ſtill greater cenſure on the Houſe, 
who voted the canal company deſerving of countenance and 
protection. | 


The Ar TrOANEVY GENERAL was glad, he ſaid, to hear 
that the company had relinquiſhed their claim of right, and af- 
ſumed their proper fituation as ſuppliants at the bar. It was 
certain they expended large ſums of money, and as one he was 


The Attors 
ney General, 


ready to go as far as propriety would warrant for their advan- 


tage; but a proceeding like that of the laſt night he never 


would conſent to—ſuch a proceeding, in the hands of a bad 
government, might be drawn into a moſt dangerous precedent 


to the country. 1 BEE 

In anſwer to the laſt right honourable gentleman, he could 
Not ſee how the reſolution for defending the company from pro- 
ſecution was any reflection on them—they had certainly re- 
ceived the money contrary to law, and if he was to ſue them 
in the Exchequer, they would be obliged to refund every ſhil- 
ling; he therefore thought that the reſolution was affording 
them very effectual protection, and he would accordingly move, 

© That the company of undertakers of the grand canal ought 
to be exempted from proſecution, for the recovery of ſeveral 
ſums of public money which they have received from the nayi- 
gation board, contrary to law.” 


The motion was carried without any diviſion. 
| | U2z 
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Faipay, Mach , 1787. 


The order of the day for receiving the report of the com- 
mittee of ways and means, for granting the duties in the tariff 


to his Majeſty, was called for. 


Mr. Corry, Mr. Cos xx wiſhed to be informed whether wines could be 
brought as cheap to this country through England as direQly 
from France? If they could, Ireland muſt be injured by that 
part of the treaty which reſpected wines, as England would 
receive the wines of France in return for her manufactures, and 

| draw teady caſh for them-out of our market. | 

_ 3 The CuaxcrIlLOR or THe ECHO ER replied, that 

— they could not, and as * of his aſſertion, ſtated the dif. 
ferent duties payable on the importation of French wines in both 
kingdoms, by which, he faid, a circuitous trade was rendered 
totally impoſſible. 


Mir. Maſon. Mr. MasoN reported from the committee of the whole 


Houſe, to whom it was referred to conſider further of ways 


and means for raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the fol- 
lowing reſolutions : | 8 


Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee? 


— That there ſhall be paid for and upon all French wines which 
1 ſhall be imported into this kingdom from the 25th of March, 
" 1787, to the 25th of March, 1788, incluſive, if filled and 
imported ſubjeQ to aliens duty, a duty of 36t. 4s. rod. 75, if 
filled and imported not ſubject to aliens duty, a duty of 351.—s. 
. 4d. ; if unfilled and imported ſubject to aliens duty, a duty 
of 331. r4s. 1d. 26, if unfilled. and imported not ſubject to 
aliens duty, a duty of 321. 128. —d. 23 for every ton thereof, 

and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity. 
Duty onbeer That for and upon every 10ol. value of beer, being the 
imported. produce and manufacture of the European dominions of the 
French King, which ſhall be imported direQly from thence into 
this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of 
either country, or Britiſh built, owned and navigated accord- 
ing to law, there ſhall be paid a duty of zol. and fo in propor- 

tion for any greater or leſs value. ; 

Duty en That for and upon every thirty-two gallons of beer, being 
beer, the produce and manufacture of the European dominion of 
the French King, which ſhall be imported directly from thence 
into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the 
- built of either country, or Britiſh built, owned and navigated 
according to law, there ſhall be paid a further duty of 43. 1d. 

and (o in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity, 
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That for and upon every tool. value of cabinet- ware and Duty on ca- 
turnery, and inftruments of muſic, being the manufacture of binet- ware 
the European dominions of the French King, which ſhall be _ eee Ws 
imported directly from thence into this kingdom during the time N 
aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of either country, or Britiſh 
built, owned and navigated according to law, there ſhall be 
paid a duty of il. and ſo in proportion for any greater or lets 
value, ; 

That for and upon every 100l, value of all articles made of 13 ma 
iron or ſteel, ſeparately or mixed, or worked or mounted with „g DOES 
other ſubſtances, ſuch articles being of the manufacturę of the ſteel, im- 
European dominions of the French King, which ſhall be im- ported. 
ported directly from thence into this kingdom during the time 
aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of either country, or Britiſh * 
built, owned and navigated according to law, and not exceed- 
ing in value 2l. 148. 2d. Iriſh currency, the hundred weight, 
there ſhall be paid a duty of 51. and Yo in proportion for any 
greater or leſs value, 

That for and upon every 1ool. value of articles made of Duty on ar- 
iron and ſteel, ſeparately or mixed, or worked or mounted with ticles made 
other ſubſtances, ſuch articles being of the manufaQure of the eng 
European dominions of the French King, which ſhall be im- imported. 
ported directly from thence into this kingdom during the time 
aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of either country, or Britiſh 
built, owned and navigated according to law, and exceeding 
in value the ſum of al. 148. 2d. Ifſh currency, the hundred 
weight; and for and upon every 10ol. value of all buttons, 
buckles, ſciſſars, knives, and other articles of hardware and 
cutlery z and for and upon every 109l. value of all articles 
made of copper and braſs, ſeparately or mixed, or worked or 
mounted with other ſubſtances, ſuch articles being of the 
manufacture of the European dominions of the French King, 
and imported as aforeſaid, there ſhall be a duty of 1ol, and io 


in proportion for any greater or leſs value. 


That for and upon every 100), value of cottons and wool- Duty on 
lens, knit or wove, including hoſiery, being of the manufac- weeks 
ture of the European dominions of the French King, which edel 
ſhall be imported directly from thence into this kingdom during 
the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of either country, or 
Brigiſh built, owned and navigatgd according to law, there ſhall 
2 a duty of 121. and fo in proportion for any greater or 
els value. | 

That for and upon all cambricks of the manufaQure of the Duty on 
European dominions of the French King, which {ball be im- cambricks 
ported directly from thence into this kingdom during the time \PP9rtede 
þforefaid, in ſhips of the built of either country, or. Britiſh 
built, owned and navigated according to law, in demi pieces 
not exceeding ſeven yards and three-fourths of a yard in 
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length each, there ſhall be paid for every demi piece of ſuch 
cambrick not exceeding ſeven-eighths of a yard in breadth, or 
not being above the value of 21, 148, zd. Iriſh curency, aduty 
of 58. 5d. z but if ſuch demi piece ſhall exceed ſeven-eighths of 
a yard in breadth, or ſhall be above the value of 21. 148. 2d. 
Iriſh currency, then a duty after the rate of 10], for every 100l. 
value of all ſuch cambricks ſo imported in demi pieces, and 
ſo in proportion for any greater cr leis value. | 
That for and upon all lawns of the manufacture of the Eu- 
ropean dominions of the French King, which ſhall be imported 
directly from thence into this kingdom during the time afore- 
ſaid, in ſbips of the built of either counery, or Britiſh built, 
owned and navigated according to law, in demi pieces not 
exceeding ſeven yards and three-fourths of a yard in length 
each, there ſhall. be paid fer every ſuch demi piece of ſuch 
lawn not exceeding one yard and one quazter of a yard in 
breadth, or not being above the value of 21. 148. 2d. Iriſh 
currency, a duty of 5s. 5d.; but if ſuch demi piece ſhall 
exceed one yard and quarter in breadth, or ſhall be above the 


value of 21. 145. 2d. then a duty after the rate of 10l. for every 


100]. value of ſuch lawn ſo imported in demi pieces, and fo in 
proportion for any greater or leſs value, De oe 
That for and upon all linen made of flax or hemp of the 
manufacture of the European dominions of the French King, 
which ſhall be imporced into this kingdom during the time 
aforeſaid, the following duties ſhall be paid, that is to ſay, for 
and upon all damaſk tabling a duty of 10d. 48 24 per yard; 
for and upon all damaſk towelling and napkining a duty of 3d. 
28 25 per yard; for and upon all diaper tabling a duty of 6d. 
32 2 per yard ; for and upon all diaper towelling and napkin- 
ing a duty of 2d. 4, J per yard, for and upon all napkins a 
duty after the rate of 38. 3d. 34 5 for every dozen napkins ; 
and for and upon all linens not otherwiſe herein enumerated anc 
deicribed, a duty of 4d. £; 1 for each ell thereof, and ſo in 
proportion for any greater or leſs quantity. 

That there be paid for and upon all ſail-cloth of the manu- 
faQure of the European dominions of the French King, which 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom during. the time aforeſaid, 
a duty of 11 —s. 8d. for every 100l. value thereof, and ſo 
in proportion for any greater or leſs value. | 

That for and upon every 100). value of gauzes of all ſorts, 
being of the manufacture of the European dominions of the 
French King, which ſhall be imported direaly from thence 
into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the 
built of either country, or Britith built, owned and navigated 
according to law, there ſhall be paid a duty of 10l. and 10 in 


proportion tor any greater or leſs value. 
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That for and upon every 100l. value of porcelain, earthen- Duty on 
ware and pottery, being the manufactures of the European do e eee 
minions of the French King, which ſhall be imported directly eee 
from thence into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, in pottery, 
ſhips of the built of either country, or Britiſh built, owned imported. 
asd navigated accogding to law, there ſhall be paid a duty of 
121. and ſo in proportion for any greater or leis value, 

That for and upon every 100l. value of plate glaſs or of Duty 7 
glaſs-ware, being the manufacture of the European dominions 3 e 
of the French King, which ſhall be imported directly from imported. 
thence into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of 


the built of either country, or Britiſh built, owned and na- 


vigated according to law, there ſhall be paid a duty cf 121. 

and fo in proportion for any greater or leſs value. | 

That for and upon every 1o0l. value of ſadlery, being of Duty on 
the manufacture of the European dominions of the French oy 5 
King, which ſhall be imported directly from thence into this Ported. 


kingdom during the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of 
either country, or Britiſh built, owned and navigated accord- 


ing to law, there ſhall be paid a duty of 151. and fo in propor- 

tion for any greater or leſs value, TY | 
That for and upon every 100]. value of millinery made up Duty on 

of muſlins, lawns, cambricks or gauzes of any kind, or of any millinery 

other article ſpecified in the foregoing reſolutions, being of the rted. 

manufacture of the European dominions of the French King, 

which ſhall be imported directly from thence into this kingdom 


during the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of either coun- 


try, or Britiſh built, owned and navigated according to law, 
there ſhall be paid a duty of 121, and ſo in proportion for any 
greater or leſs value, | 
That for and upon all other articles uſed in millinery, being Duty on 
of the manufacture of the European dominions of the French articles uſed 


King, which ſhall be imported directly from thence into this . 


kingdom during the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of either 


country, or Britiſh built, owned and navigated according to 


law, not being ſpecihed in the foregoing reſolutions, duties ſhall 


be paid as low as are or may be payable on the like articles 
imported from any other foreign European nation, 


That the ſaid ſeveral - duties be paid down in ready money No diſcount 
net, without diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and or allowance 
full ſatisfaQtion of all duties, cuſtoms and exciſe payable *2 be made. 
on the ſaid articles reſpectively by virtue of any law or laws 
heretofore made in this kingdom. 1 | 

That all goods, wares and merchandizes, being of the 
growth, produce or manufacture of the European dominions 
of the French King, not fpecitied in the foregoing reſolutions, 
may be imported direRly from thence into this kingdom during 
the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of either country, or 
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Britiſh built, .owned and navigated according to law, on pay- 
ment of duties as low as are payable on the like articles im 
ported from any other foreign European nation. f 


The ſaid reſolutions being read a ſecond time, were, upon 
4 ma e being thereupon ſeverally put, agreed to by the 
ouſe. 55 


It was ordered, that leave be given ta bring in one or more 
bill or bills, purſuant to the ſaid reſolutions. 


The Attor- The ATrTorNety GENERAL preſented to the Houſe, ac- 
ne * cording to order, a bill for the further increaſe and encourage- 


ment of ſhipping and navigation; which was received ang read 


the firſt time, 


The Chan- The CnancriLior orf The ExcurqQuEr preſented to 
2 ar r the Houſe, according to order, à bill for regulating the pro- 
duction of manifeſts, and for more effeQually preventing frau- 

dulent practices in obtaining bounties and drawbacks, and in 

the clandeſtine relanding of goods; which was received and 

read the firſt time. 5 


ty 
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Paltoa of A petition of the common brewers of the city of Cork 


the on- whoſe names are thereunte ſubſcribed was preſented to the Houſe 
ere of che and reads ſetting forth, that by an act of parliament paſſed in 
city of Cork. this kingdom in the nineteenth-and twentieth years of his pre- 
* ſent Majeſty's reign, it was thought neceſſary to prevent the 

making and ſelling ſtrong beer and porter at a lower price than 

228. the barrel, and ale lower than 18s. 4d. and certain pe- 

nalties are inflited on the breach of ſaid law; that ſaid law 

was found to be of great advantage to the community, by ſup- 

plying them with wholeſome good drink, and very conſiderably 

to increaſe the revenue; that the good effects of this ſalutary 

law has of late years been * a number of perſons 


having ſet up the buſineſs of common brewing who have found 


means of evading it by ſecretly giving conſiderable perquiſites 
in allowance and otherwiſe to retailers, and which ſaid law 
was meant to prevent”; that the perſons making ſuch allowan- 
ces or giving ſuch perquiſites muſt of neceſſity brew a very 
iaferior kind of drinky by which the conſumption of beer in 
faid city has ſo much decreaſed that the exciſe on beer, which 
in the year 1782 amounted to upwards of 26,000]. and after- 
wards to upwards of 24,0001. has not for theſe two laſt years 
amounted to 18,0001. ; that the petitioners beg leave to ſubmit 
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to the Houſe that the following regulations would not only 
prevent the evil complained of, but materially improve the 
quality of beer, and conſiderably increaſe the revenue; that 
every thirty=two gallons ſhould be brewed from no leſs a quan- 
tity than ſix ſtone and three quarters of malt and two pounds 
of hops; that no brewer ſhould tun from each brewing a leſs * 
quantity: than twenty barrels of forty-rwo gallons each; that no 
brewery ſhould be carried on or malt made in any but a market 
town, the reſidence of an excife officer; that no brewer or any 
one for him ſhould give any reward, allowance, gratuity or 
other conſideration whatſoeyer directly or indirectly to any 
retailer for dealing with ſuch brewer, nor give credit or allow- 
ance for any lees of beer, nor pay any part of the carriage of 
any beer ſent to country retailers, ner deliver any beer or ale 

to or for any retailer without being firſt paid 2 38. Gd. for every 
barrel of ale containing forty-two gallons and no more; and 
that no brewer ſhall be allowed any, drawback on malt who 
ſhall not make oath to the truth of the foregoing circumſtances 

in ſuch manner as the Houſe ſhall think proper; and that every 
retailer, before obtaining a licence, ſhall ſwear that he will not 


accept of or take any ſuch gratuity or allowance, nor adulte- 


nate or permit any beer or ale ſold by him to be adulterated, 

but will ſell it as delivered, and that the licenſe is for the uſe 

of the perſon taking it out; and ſubmitting theſe regulations to 

the wiſdom of parliament. 7 | 
Mr. GxaTTAN gave notice that he would next Tueſ a 7 

bring on the ſubject of . in order to take the ſenſe of W e 

country gentlemen, whether any, and what regulation ſhould 

hereafter take place for the benefit of the clergyman and the 

farmer, and how far it might be proper this ſeaſon to lay a 


- foundation for ſuch a meaſure, - 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole 


| Houſe, to take into further conſideration the ſeveral reports 


om the commiſſioners of impreſt accounts laid before the 
Houſe this ſeſſion, fo far as relate to the company for carry on 
the inland navigation in this kingdom, Mfr. Corry in the chair. 


The Honourable Dennis Browns moved, that Mr. Mr. Dennis 
Mitchell, the accountant to the inland navigation-board, be Browne. 
called to the bar; and be having attended accordingly, he un- 


* 


derwent an examination for a conſiderable time. 


02 


Mr. Be R ESTenD aſked Mr. Mitchell, if he could have 8 
accounts of the ia Tee he age made out . 1 
the firſt day of Auguſt next, in order to be given into the com- 
niſſioners of imprelt accounts; and having anſwered that he 

could, he was ordered to withdraw, + N | 


— 
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Mr. Baggs was then called to the bar and examined, ang 
then ordered to withdraw. 


Sir John Sir Joun BLaqu1ieke moved that the chairman do now 
Blaquiere. quit the chair. | 


Mr. Maſon, Mr. Masod remarked that a motion of that kind would 
throw a ſtigma on the enquiry {& on foot, which he obterved, 
originated from the moſt laudable motives, and the proper mo- 
tion would be, that the chairman do report progreſs and aſk 
leave to fit again. 


TheSpeaker. The Speaker Coincided in the ſame opinion, and ſaid he 
hoped that this enquiry would be productive of much good, 
and prevent in future the miſapplication of the public money; 
and having paid ſome compliments to the honourable gentle- 
man who had brought forward this enquiry, he moved that the 
Chairman do report progreſs and aſk leave to fit again. 


The Speaker having reſumed the chair, 
Mr. Corry, Mr. Corky reported progreſs, and aſked leave to fit again, 


The Chan- The CuANxcRLLOR OF THE ExXCHEQUER preſented to 
ccllor of the the Houſe, according to order, a bill for granting certain aids, 
Exchequer. duties and impoſitions to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſ- 
ſors, for the time therein mentioned, and for giving effect to a 
treaty of commerce and navigation concluded between his Ma- 
jeſty and the Moſt Chriitian King; which was received and 

read the firſt time. | 1 


Las” 2 % * * Ee has * 
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Mox DAY, Maxck 12, 1787. 


About five o'clock the Speaker took the chair, and very few 
members being in the Houſe, | 


Mr Rowley. Mr. Rowley roſe to move the e of adjournment. 
" He complained of the irregularity of gentlemens' attendance, 

which he ſaid was every ſeſſion growing worſe; and earneſt- 

ly preſſed the neceſſity of adopting ſome regulation on this 


fubjeQ. | | 
Sir Henry Sir HEN AY Cavennisn ſaid, if gentlemen would fi 
* any hour, four, five, ſix, or ſeven o'clock for meeting, be 
- would be fatisfied, provided they would be punctual to that 
hour. 0 7 9 8 | 
Mr.Rowley. Mr. Row declined moving the queſtion of adjourn- 


ment, as the Houſe now began to fill. 
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Mr. GA DIN EN. Ia order to accommodate gentlemen Mr. Cardi- 
who oppoſed the hill lately introduced, for repairing the roads ner. 

in the county of Dublin, by means of a turnpike tax, and es 

an experiment, the effects of which will be known before next 

ſeſſion, 1 ſhall move for leave to bring in a bill for one ſide of 

the county of Dublin, and when the advantages of that have 

been experienced, I truſt gentlemen on the other fide will call 

for a ſimilar bill. 


Sir FxEDERI ck FLoOOD.—After what paſſed laſt Thurſday Sir F. Flood. 
am ſurpriſed indeed, at the attempt which is now made. I 
always conſidered it as the rule of parliament, that a meaſure 
once rejected, upon its principle, could not be introduced in 


the ſame ſeſſion. This, then, is not only an attempt to ob- 


trude on the citizens of Dublin the reprobated bill, but to in- 
vade the privileges of parliament - ſo ſtrong is the gentleman's 
deſire to carry this favourite object. I am well aware, if the 
night honourable gentleman ſucceeds in this, he will not ſtop. 
Nay, he tells you himſelf, 'tis but an experiment—give him 
leave to fix turnpikes on the North fide this year, next year he 
will have the aid of gentlemen on the North againſt the South 
fide, But as an enemy to turnpikes, Eaſt, Weſt, North, or 


South, I vote againſt it. 


Sir HENRY CavenDisa—l very much doubt whether Sir Henry 
this queſtion can be put; for it is th: known rule of parlia- Cavendith. 
ment that no bill can be brought in ſimilar to one rejected the | 
ſame ſeſſion; if then by altering a paragraph, or cutting the 
bill in two, a gentleman is ſuffered to revive a rejected prin- 
ciple, you overturn the fixed rules of parliament, to prevent 
which I will certainly vote againſt giving leave to introduce 
this bill. \ | | 


Mr. RowLev ſaid he wiſhed never to hear the name of Pfr. Ron ley. 
turnpikes; they were generally infamous jobs, and the roads on 
which they were placed impaſſable. 


Mr. GAR DIS ER ſaid the bill was not the ſame as the laſt, Mr. Gardi- 
and urged as a reaſon for bringing it in, the difficulty of re- der. 
pairing the avenues of the city from the Circular Road to the 
commencement of the p .ving board's juriſdiction, 


Mr. OcLe.—lf the right honourable gentleman on a former Mr. Ogle. 
day merited applauſe for his perſeverance, his merit is much 
greater now; but as I never approved his principle, I never 

will applaud his conduct. Certainly his bill will not be a bill 

of experiment, for experience has ſhewa that it will not go 


down in this Houſe. I think the 1ight honourable gentleman 


would have made an admirable general, for whether beaten or 
victorious, he is fill the ſame. It may be ſaid of him as the 
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Carthaginian commander ſaid of the Romans—it was impoſſible 


to conquer them by day or © night, for whether they fought 
with old troops or new levi-s, they were ſtil] fr:ſh and re. dy 
for the combat, The ri;t honourable gentleman ſays chat 
unle ſs this bill be paſſed, it will be impoliible by the pre viſi- 
ons of a tormer bill to mend the avenues into the city from the 
Circular Road to the commencement of the paving board's 
juriſdiction. The act to which he refers was then, it ſeems, 
made to give a foundation to the bill now to be introduced; 
but if the gentleman means to deal fairly by the county of 


- Dublin, and put it on a footing with the reſt of the kingdom, 


he will rather repeal that ac than lay them under a ſecond in- 
convenience becauſe he originated the firſt, 


Sir EDWAAD NeweNnuaM faid that the barony of Coo- 
lock having in the laſt year had a partial turnptke placed in it, 
had raiſed its tax one-third. His right honourable colleague 
had repeatedly declared that the county of Dublin could bear 
no higher ceſs than two ſhillings an acre 3 any thing more muſt 
ruin the landholder, whom he propoſed as paid by a turnpike 
tax. A turnpike was placed in the barony of Coolock, on the 
road to Malahide, and the landholders, to paſs free, had com- 
muted the turnpike tax for an additional ſhilling on every acre 
of their land, ſo that the remedy of the right honourable gen- 
tleman, for thoſe whom he alledged unable to pay two ſhillings 
an acre, was to charge them three ſhillings. This ſingle in- 
ſtance of the advantage of turnpikes, he hoped, would unde- 
ceive any of the public who could be ſo foolith as not to dread 


injury from them. 


Mr, Cuffe, 


Mr. Mon TGomgry (of Donegal) faid, that the right ho- 
nourable gent eman had called his bill an experiment. He 
would be glad to know what right that gentleman had to make 
experiments. with the powers of parliament, directly contrary 
to the wiſhes of his conſtituents ? * 


Mr. Ax NESLEV ſaid there was no occaſion for an experi- 


ment; if he thought the bill an experiment, he would not vote 
for it, but he thought che experiment had already been made 
on the Malahide road, and if the landholders paid a ſhilling 
an acte beyond the common ceſs, they did it with a chearful- 
nets, 8 they received in return ample benefit from the 
goodneſs of the roads. He concluded with obſerving, that 
if ſowething was not done to improve the approaches to the 
city, they would Temain everlaſting reproaches to it. 


Mr. BextsroxD ſpoke in favour of introducing the bill. 


Mr. Cory ſaid, as the citizens who were moſt to be affet- 
ed by it had declared againſt it, and petitioned the Houſe, he 
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would vote in conſormity to their wiſhes 3 and he would go fo 
far as to ſay, that he thought it not conſonant to order, when 
the whole of the bill had been rejected again to introduce a 
part of 1t. 


37 


The Houſe divided upon the queſtion that leave be given 


to bring in a bill for erecting turnpi kes, 
Ayes — 62 —Noes — 59 


Mr. Hol mes preſented the report from the committee on 
gaols. He ſaid he was exceedingly happy that a very great 


and general reform had taken place in the gaols in every part 


of the kingdom, the city of Dublin only excepted. The 
gaols of this city remained pretty much in their former ſtate z 
but he had lately had a converſation with the Lord Mayor, 
who had promiſed that the proviſions of the a& ſhould be put 


Mr. Holmes, 


in force in Dublin; he therefore hoped, in another year to be 


able to ſay that Dublin had reformed its gaols, as well as the 
teſt of the kingdom. | | 


Mr. Al cock preſented to the Houſe, according to order, 
a bill for eſtabliſhing market juries in cities z which was re- 
ceived and read the firſt time, — | 


Mr. Fons preſented to the Houſe, according. to order, 


a bill to diſable any perſon from being choſen a member of, or 


ficting or voting in the Houſe of Commons, who has any pen- 


ſon during pleaſure, or for any number of years, from or holds - 


any office or place of profit created after a certain time under 
the crown, and to limit the amount of penſions 3 which was re- 
ceived. | STS 


The bill was read a firſt time; but before the queſtion for 
reading it a ſecond time could be put, a meſſage was brought 
from the Lords. | 


A meſſage from the Lords was received, that they had taken 
into conſideration the reſolutions ſent up by the Commons, on 


the ſubject of the French treaty, and alſo the addreſs on that 


lubject, and that their Lordſhips had amended the addreſs by 
inſerting the words, Lords Spiritual and Temporal ;” that 
they had ſent to know when his Grace the Lord Lieutenant 
would pleaſe to receive the ſame, and that his Grace had ap- 
pointed to-morrow, at four o*clock. 


: — 


Mr. OxDe moved, that the Commons will to-morrow at 
four o' clock, meet their Lordſhips at the Chair Ordered ac- 


cordingly, 


Mr. Alcock. 


Mr. Forbesg 


Mr, Orde. 
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Sir Henry Sir Henxy Cavenpisn—l am, I confeſs, a little too 

Cavendiſb. late in what I am going to obſerve—l ſhould have ſpoke about 
one minute ago, before the meſſage was delivered. We ſhould 
not, I think, have admitted the meſſage from the Lords, fo as 
to interrupt us putting the queſtion ; for though I reſpeQ ſome 
of their lordſhips highly, 1 ſay, there are amongſt them 
ſome who have treated this Houſe with diſreſpet, and not 
with that attention our ſituation demands. 


Mr. Forbes. Mr. Foxnes moved that the bill for limiting the amount of 
penſions be read a ſecond time to-morrow. | 


The Chan- The Cnanceiior or The Excnrquera iid, this is the 
cellor ot the ſame bill introduced formerly by the hon; gentleman and te- 
Exchequer. jected by this Houſe; and as nothing has ſince occurred to 

make that proper now which was then improper, I move you, 


that this bill be read a ſecond time the firſt of Auguſt. 


Mr. Forbes Mr. ForBes ſaid that he felt himſelf encouraged to perſevere 
en the bill in urging the preſent meature teſpecting penſions, from the 
for limiting mode of reſiſtance offered by the enemies to that meaſure, both 
— this ſeſſion and the laſt ; inſtead of moving to adjourn the conſi- 
8 * deration of his bill to a diſtant day, they would have met it 
with a direct negative, were they not conſcious that the prin- 
ceiple of the bill could not be controverted; therefore, from 
the conduct of the Houſe, he was warranted in affirming that 
the principle of the bill was admitted; he derived confidence 
alſo from the reflection, that as great a neceſſity exiſted for the 
meaſure in this ſeſſion as the laſt, conſidering the bill either as 
a mea ſure of conſtitution ot œconomy; of conſtitution, a8 
adminiſtration granted ſince laſt ſeſſton a penſion during plea- 
ſure to a member of the Houſe; of con omy, as the expeti- 
ence of this ſeſſion had proved that unleſs ſome ſyſtem of 
retrenchment was adopted, no increaſe of revenues however 
conſiderable could equalize the expences cf the country to its 
income, and prevent the further accumulation of debt. He 
ſtared the exceſs of the public expence over its income for the 
four laſt years, and that trom the ſtatement of the Chancellor of 


the Exchequer, the like exceſs was to be apprehended next 


year. He obſerved, that in the preſent ſituation of the finances, 
parliament were reduced to the alternative of either impoſing 
new taxes, or adopting a ſyſtem of retrenchment. That from 
the preſent circumſtances of the country, it was impoſſible any 
additional taxes could be productive; additional taxes muſt 
annihilate our manufaQtures by encreaſing the price of the ne- 
ceſſaties of life, and of courſe that of labour; the maſs of the 
people could not bear any greater burthens. It had been ſtated 
in the Houſe this ſeſſion, that a conſiderable portion of the in- 
habitants of this country, the Peaſantry of the South, were in 
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a moſt wretched and diſtreſſed condition; he aſked if any ad- Mr. Forbes 
ditional taxes could be paid by chem; if there was any attempt en the bill 
made to tax them, could any thing be extracted from their mount cs 
poverty and miſery, but tears and execrations ? If an addition penſions, 
of tax was impoſed on the land, the landed intereſt, already | 
depreſſed, mutt be abfolutely impoveriſhed. 
Under theſe circumſtances it was a duty incumbent on the 
Houſe to adopt an effectual ſyſtem of cy, and adhere to 
it with firmneſs and perſeverance. Influenced by theſe conſi- 
derations, he ſaid that he and ſome of his friends had applied 
themſelves to the inveſtigation of the public accounts this ſeſ- 
fon, and had propoſed many meaſures in the committee of 
accounts for rhe purpoſe of effecting retrenchment in different 
aticles of the public expenditure ; but every propoſition of 
this nature had been reſiſted by the miniſter. His reaſons for 
peferring a bill on the ſubject of penſions, to reſolutions, was 
that experience had proved the inſufficiency of the latter. That 
he ohjected to reſolutions, as if they were directed againſt par- 
ticular penſions, they might have an appearance of perſonality, 
which he wiſhed to avoid, 
He obſerved, that after every other attempt to eſtabliſh a 
;ſtem of retrenchment had been fruſtrated, to the preſent 
meaſure he had reſorted as the laſt expedient for the relief of 


the country; and the reſiſtance of the miniſter to this meaſure, 
t could not fail of convincing the Houſe and the country, that 
2 adminiſtration had formed a determination to reſiſt every propo- 
e tion which tended to eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of retrenchment. He 
8 ten adverted to the diviſion he had made of the ſubjeR, in 
$ point of economy and conſtitution, Viewing his bill as a 
j- neaſure of œconomy, he ſaid, that every impartial man muft 
i- zumit that, from the preſent enormous amount of the penſion 
of lit, it was one of the moſt obvious and proper objects for re- 
er tenchmert. He alſo obſerved, that in the amount of penſions, 
its which he had ſtated, he had not included ſalaries of a certain 
He G{cription, which were, in effect, penſions; as conſiderable 
the [ries within a few years, added to packers and ſearchers in 
of ports where a ſhip never enters, nor a bale of goods never 
ext ads; alto to offices, to which no other duty is annexed than 
es, kat of going twice in a year to the treaſury to receive thoſe 
ing eries, and coming down to the Houſe to ſupport the miniſ- 
tom u. He ſaid that the preſent penſion liſt was not now neceſ- 
any ay tothe ſupport of government as an inſtrument of patronage, 
nuſt ef late years the number of new places which had been 
ne- rated, were ſo conſiderable as to be ſufficient to ſatisfy the 
the tt rapacious miniſterial dependent. He then proceeded to 

teu that the penſion liſt, in its preſent application and amount, 


8 not neceſſary to ſupport the dignity of the crown z and he 
aled ro gentlemen, who had read the preſent lit, whether 
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the ſupport of the dignity of the crown. He conſidered that 
lift as an hoſpital for incurables ; for men who were ſick and 
weak in principle and ability; adding, that from his obſerva. 
tion, perſons who were not fit for any ſituation whatſoever in 
the ſtate, thought themſelves entitled to receive a penſion as a 


reward for the negative accompliſhment of being qualified tobe | 


a burthen to their country z he farther obſerved, that the ma. 
jority on that liſt appeared to be a deſcription of perſons who 
were too low to be much reſpected, and yet, perhaps, too 
high to be abſolutely negleQed 3 they might, with propriety, 
be ſtiled the lumber of every adminiſtration. 

He ſaid that he truſted that no perſon would contend that 
the preſent penſion liſt was neceſſary to ſupport the dignity of 
the Houſe z and obſerved, that the moſt reſpectable perſons 
whoſe names wete on that liſt, muſt find ic difficult to reſiſt the 
prejudice which would be excited againſt them in the public 
mind, when they were obſerved to be in ſuch bad company, 
That the circumſtance of the names of ſo many members of the 
Houfe appearing on that liſt, as penſioners during the pleaſure 
of the miniſter, had ſubjected individuals in the Houſe to 
ſuſpicions and reports very injurious to their legiſlative charac- 
ter. Amongſt others there was one which had made great 
impreflion on the public mind, which, therefore, he ſhould 
ſtate, and which intimated that it had been a practice of cer- 
tain members in the Houſe, to whom penſions had lately been 
granted, to carry them inſtantly to market, and expoſe them 
to ſale; that from this circumſtance the people had been in- 
duced to conſider modern penſions to members of parliament, 
as in effect a preſent from the miniſter to the member of a ſpe- 
ciſic ſum, for his parliamentary ſervices. The characters of 
men inveſted wich ſuch an important truſt as that of legiſlators, 
ought not only to be chaſte but unſuſpected. He obſerved 


- that neither the members nor the Houſe could poſſeſs that de- 


gree of reſpe& and confidence neceſſary to ſupport their au- 
thotity, if every man in this city was empowered to {ay that 
he had ſeen the price of a certain member's parliamentary ſer- 
vices, or the equivalent, hawking about the Exchange, like 
ſheet of lottery tickets, and offered for ſale to every broker, 
money-ſcrivener or uſurer. That it had been even reported 
that a clauſe was inſerted in ſome of the aſſignments of penſions, 
by which che member covenanted, that in caſe he ſtould be 
deprived of his penſion, in Conſequence of any difference in 
opinion, on political ſubje s, between him and the miniſtet, 
that part of the purchaſe money was to be refunded, which 
gave occaſion to a money- broker in this city to aſſert latel), 


chat he had the conſcience of a certain member of the Houle « 


Commons in his pocket. | 


. 
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He ſaid he hoped that after this ſtatement no perſon would 
contend that the penſion liſt, in its preſent application and 
amount, could contribute either to ſupport the dignity of the 
crown, (unleſs he proved that the dignity of the crown was to 
derive ſupport from the diſgrace of parliament) nor to the 
ſupport of the dignity of the Houſe, (unleſs he proved that 
the ſupport of the dignity of that Houſe was to originate in the 
degradation and contempt of its members.) | 

He oblerved that part of his bill involved the queſtion of 
conſtitution, and diſabled perſons who had penſions during 
pleaſure or for a number of years, from fitting in the Houſe of 
Commons. He ſtated that it had appeared by the, liſt that 
many members of the Houle had penſions during pleaſure 5 and 
contended that they were dependent on the will of the miniſter. 
To thoſe who argued that a penſioner during pleaſure was not 
dependent, he would anſwer that human nature ſpoke againſt 


them; that as long az the hopes of reward, or the fears of a 


diminution of income, had any influence on the minds of men, 
a penſioner during pleaſure muſt be dependent ; for the truth 
of this poſition he appealed to the feelings of every man who 
had the pride of ſtation to maintain, or the wants of a family to 
ſatisfy, He ſaid that he was warranted by the language of the 
diferent Engliſh acts of parliament, excluding ſuch penſioners 
from the Houſe of Commons, to affirm, which he ſhould with- 
out heſitation, thit a member of that Houſe, who had a penſion 
during pleaſure; was nat an independent man. He did not 
wiſh to injure the feelings of any man; the gentlemen who 
were ſo circumſtanced ought not to impute blame to him, 
but they ſhould lament that they were deſtined to live under 2 
ſree conſtitution, the principles and policy of which were ſo 
repugnant to their praQtice, He ſaid that the only anſwer he 
ſhould make to thoie' who ſtill contended that a grant of a pen- 
fion to a member of chat Houſe during pleaſure was not incon- 
ſtent with the principles of the conſtitution, was, that reaſon 
ſpoke againſt/ them; 2s nothing could be ſo abſurd as to ſup- 
poſe, that the conſtitution inveited the Houſe of Commons with 
a power of controul over the crown, and at the ſame time in- 
veſted the crown with a{rerogative of granting penſions to 


members of that Houſe during the pleaſure of the crown, 


which, by making the members dependent on the crown, 
rendered that controul uſeleſs. _ F : 

He then adverted to the third part of his bill, which diſabled 
any perſon. from being elected or ſitting in the Houſe, who 
held any office or place 'of profit created after the firſt of 
January 1989, He ſaid, if 2 examine the liſt 
ef places created within theſe laſt twenty years, they would 
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find that moſt, if not all, of thoſe places exceeding three 
hundred pounds yearly, had been created to accommodate and 
gratify members of that Houſe, which made the meature indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary ; and he obſerved, that the beſt remedy for 


the abuſe was to prevent the temptation to commit it. 


Sir Henry 
Cavendiſh 
oppoſes the 
bill for li- 
miting 
penſions. 


He then reminded the Houſe, that Engliſh precedent had 
been reſorted to by adminiſtration, to juſtify the introduction 
of a riot-aQ z when they recollected the circumſtance attend- 
ing the tiot- act in England, they would not reject the whole 
of his bill, unleſs they wiſhed to convince every man in the 
country, that they were determined to adopt only the penal 
laws of the Engliſh code 3 thoſe which tended to puniſh the 
ſubjeR, but not thoſe framed to advance or ſecure his liberty. 
The circumſtance to which he alluded was, that in the fame 
ſe'hon in which Geo. I. gave the affent to the riot- act, he alſo 
aſſented to an act to ſecure the independence and honour of the 
Commons, by depriving any penſioner, for a number of years, 
from fitting in that Houſe z thus while the crown received in 
one hand from the parliament an encreafe of its power, it gave 
to that parliament with the other an additional ſecurity againſt 
the abuſe of that encreaſed power; from this circumſtance, he 


ſaid, a political maxim was to be deduced, which had not en- 


tered into the contemplation. of the preſent miniſters ; that in 


order to attach the people of any country to its government, 


the legiſlature ſhould bind them to the ſtate by benefits, and 
never hope to make men good citizens by proſctiption. That 
part of his bill was a tranſcript of that ad of George I. to which 
he had allude. 25S gat 1 5 


Sir He ua C AVENDISH faid he was n that the argue 
ments of the honourable gentleman muſt have made a deep 


impreſſion on fuch perſons as ſtood in the predicament alluded. 


to. But as to the bill he would give it a plump negative, u 

this principle, that by demanding too wards te — 
it ould acquite any thing at all. The ſportſman who fires at 
the whole covey, ſeldom touches a feather, but he that takes 
them ſingly, gets every bird. He thought, therefore, in the 
preſent caſe, the beſt way would be, to take the penſioners 
fiogly, every man upon his on merit z ſome of them certainly 
had merit; thoſe he could diſtinguiſh from thoſe who had 
none, cr whoſe merits were inviſible, if they had any. Sach 
men ought to be called upon to explain, and ſnew, upon the 
words of gentlemen, their pretenſions upon the words of 
gentlemen, he faid, becauſe every member of parliament was 
ipſe face by his election made a gentleman if he was not one 
before. | | | BE 
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Mr. Maso N ſaid that though no reaſon had been aſſigned for Mr. Maſon 
reading the bill a ſecond time co-morrow, he thought it neceſ- pp. the 
fary totake ſome notice of what had fallen from the honourable ah 3 
gentleman. f —— of 

The honourable gentleman had aſſerted, that miniſters had penſions. 
rejeRed every motion for economy, yet he had alſo aſſerted, 
and truly, that they had agreed to the moſt forcible reſolution 
that had ever been offered on that ſubject. How was this 
contradiction in the ſpeech of the bonourable gentleman to be 
reconciled ? | 

As to the bill, he ſaid, nothing could poſſibly juſtify ſuch a 
meaſure but ſome recent abuſe of granting penſions, an abuſe 
which did not at all exiſt, and which, therefore, the honoura- 
ble gentleman had not ſtated, The amount of the liſt was, in- 
deed, conſiderable, but by no means to be attributed to the 
profuſion of government. On the contrary, it was owing to 
the juſt liberality of parliament, as he would prove, not by a 
luminous oration, but by plain, ſimple matters of fact, by 
papers lying on the table. | 
He ſaid that in the laſt ſeven years the liſt would have conſi- 
derably diminiſhed if parliament had not juſtly, as well as ge- 
andy; addreſſed the crown to grant penſions to ſeveral per- 
ſons whoſe merits, or other juſt claims, gave them a ſufficient 
title thereto. Amongſt thoie he mentioned the revered name 
of Burgh, whoſe family receive 2000l. per annum—alſo the 
late reſpectable Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, 2000]. per 
annum Mr. Gamble, in lieu of a certain claim on the Col- 
lege, 800l.—2 fool. for bringing home the office of Chancellor 
2 of the Exchequer, &c. all granted upon parliamentary addreſ- 

ſes within the laſt ſeven years. But if he was to go back ten 
4 years farther, he could ſhew, that in that ſpace it had not riſen 
n 
le 


5 A 


twenty pounds, deducting parliamentary grants. Why then a 
bill to teftrain the amount, after parliament itſelf had adviſed 


at the penſions ?- Such a bill would be an act of treachery, un- 
wb worthy of parliament, and ſuch a one as he was convinced the 
* Houle never would adopt. If there was any abuſe in the 
8 amount of penſions, the bill went to eſtabliſh that abuſe - No 
ly penſion ſhall be granted beyond a certain ſum, ſays the bill, 
ad the inference from which is, that every thing within that ſum 
ch may be granted. Thus, to a certain amount, penſions would 


the be eſtabliſhed beyond the controul of the Houle, fo that ad- 
of miniftration might fill up penſions that fall as they do places, 


WAY without accounting to this Houſe for their conduct; and 
one whether a more unwiſe meaſure could poſſibly be propaſed, he 
#64; ſubmitted even to the mover of the bill. h | 


He faid it was extremely unfair to attribute to the preſent 
miniſters, penſions that had been eſtabliſhed before moſt of 
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thetn were born there were even ſome penſions of ſixty years 
ſtanding on the liſt ; for in the laſt year they had ſuffered the 
amount to fall from ninety- five to ninety- four thouſand pounds, 
which ſurcly manifeſted a diſpoſition to œconomize, and did 
not therefore point cut the preſent moment as the moſt proper 
to bring forward a charge of grievance upon that ſubjedd. 
There never was a moment when the meaſures of government 
were more approved in and out of the Houſe than the preſent ; 
he could not therefore ſee any reaſon the honourable gentleman 
had for ſtarting this ſubjeQ, except tg exerciſe his talent of 
giving public amuſement. Formerly the ſame prejudices that 
the honourable gentleman wiſhed to excite againſt penſions was 
entertained againſt the hereditary revenue, but gentlemen had, 
by eſtabliſhing bounties payable out of that fund, found means 
of abſorbing almoſt the whole. Did the honourable gentleman 
mean to take the ſame method with penſions, by pointing out 
their amount and the channels in which they ſhould be ſuffered 
to flow? His bill certainly could have no other effect]; for as 


to œconomy, the reſolution entered into unanimouſly by the 


Houſe was a ſtronger ſecurity for economy than twenty ſuch 
bills as that propoſed by the honourable pe 7+ 3 
Gentlemen, he ſaid, were extremely fond of following every 
act of England —he could not ſee the propriety of it many an 
act might be 2 in England and i:nproper here. In England 
the patronage of the crown being infinitely greater than in Ire- 
land, it may be neceſſary to look with more jealouſy on the 
influence ariſing from that patronage ; beſides, from a variety 
of circumſtances, the patronage of the crown is daily leſſening 
in Ireland, ſo that the honourable gentleman might reſt ſecure 
while the patronage of the crown and the penſion liſt were 
both declining. Much the greater part of the penſion liſt had 
been granted by former Lord Lieutenants to their own families, 
an abuſe from which we are perfectly ſecure while we have 
men of ſuch noble fortunes and ſuch princely minds as our pre- 
ſent Chief Governor, ; 7 


The Chan- The CuaxcerLonr or THe Excu 0 EA contended that 
3 the neceſſity did not exiſt for the introduction of ſuch a bill as 
auer. the one now brought forward, = | 


Mr. Hardy. Mr. HARD. have on former occaſions troubled the Houſe 
on this ſubject. It reflects no honour on the preſent adminiſtra- 
tion that it is now for a third time brought under conſideration. 
T hat members of parliament holding penſions from the crown 
during pleaſure eannot be independent, and therefore ought 
not to have a ſeat in this Houſe, is that ſort of ſelf evident pro- 
poſition which I ſhould imagine required only to be ſtated: in 
order to inſure an immediate and general acquieſcence. With 


regard to any individuals who compoſe the penſion liſt, I ſhall 


1787.1] rr 


not dwell on them for an inſtant; and indeed the peculiar ex- 


cellence of ſuch a bill as this, which reſts on conſtitutional 


principles merely, is, that it carries in itſelf its own ſupport, miting the 
not drawing any adventitious or temporary aid from the merits amount of 
or demerits of any man whatever. Whether this adminiſtration penſions. 


has or has not added conſiderably to the penſion lift, is not, ac- 
cording to the right honourable gentleman's ſtatement over the 
way [Mr. Maſon] the preſent queſtion; the queſtion to be 
aſked is this, is the precedent of granting penſions to members 
of the Houſe of Commons during pleaſure ſtill continued or 
not? If it is, whether in one or twenty inſtances, the prece- 
dent is (till the ſame, the doctrine is maintained in full force, 
and it is that monſtrous unconſtitutional doQrine, not the in- 
dividual who profits by it, which this bill profeſſes to oppoſe. 
My honourable friend has mentioned a right honourable gen- 
tleman at the other fide of the Houſe in terms of very ſincere 
reſpet z to ſuch an eulogy I am ready to ſubſcribe, but as to 


the old device which is perpetually reſorted to by the opponents 


of this bill, of mentioning two or three principal characters in 
terms of the moſt unlimited panegyric, whoſe excellence no 
man upon earth ever yet doubted, as if thoſe characters were 
to diffuſe a radiance over the whole groupe with whom they are 
aſſociated z againſt ſuch a miſerable ſubſtitute for argument, I 
beg leave to enter my conſtant | cps It is exactly that ſort 
of illuſive talking which is ſo often played off upon this Houſe 
with regard to parhamentary bounties, the utility of which 
never came into queſtion, but which are mentioned merely for 
this purpoſe and no other, that the eyes of gentlemen being led 
to a contemplation of thoſe objects for which the parliamentary 
bounties were very laudably granted, may be totally diverted 
from another quarter in the expenditure of the public money, 
where no fuch utility is perceivable, where nothing but a 
falſe ſplendor preſents itſelf, and, where the miniſter feels him- 
elf particularly vulnerable. | 

In all reaſonings on bills of this nature, bills which go to a 
diminution of the influence of'the crown, there is one circum- 
ſtance almoſt peculiar to this country, which ought to be ad- 
verted to, and which proves the neceſſity of -adopting ſuch a 
meaſure as this of my honourable friend. In England adminiſ- 
tration will relinquiſha favourite meaſute, will abandon a parti- 
cular point, not ſeldom, but indeed repeatedly z they do 
not put forth their ſtrength on every occaſion, they da not 
make every meaſure a meaſure of government, and in the 
courſe of the ſame ſeſſion we frequently ſee gentlemen who 
give the miniſter their general ſupport, voting againſt him with 
no diminution of reſpect or contidence on their part, and no 
towns, no hoſtility, no perſonal ill-will on his; the natural 
conſequence of ſuch a wile and dignified policy is this, that 
adminiſtration is more confided in, and the individuals who 
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ſupport it more reſpected. But here we purſie a plan totally 
and diametricaliy oppoſite. Adminiſtration here relinquiſhes 
no meaſure, it makes no conceſſion, unleſs perhaps on ſome 
great national point, where not only the leading powers in the 

ouſe of Commons, but the country itſelf, arc againſt mini- 
ſters ; ſo that to go on under ſuch cireumſtances, would be an 
almoſt certain loſs of their own conſequence and power. Such 
was the caſe of the late propoſitions. So that in general it may 
be ſaid that adminiſtrations in Ireland, are high, hauzhty, and 
unbending. "I he canſequences are ſuck as may be expected. 
Adminiſtration is in general not loved, the individuz?'s who 
ſupport it lok the confidence of the public; and what is worſe 
than all this, the diznity of the Houſe of Commons is ulti- 
mately tarniibed and broken down by it; for when the mot 
unexCeptionable meaſures have been rejected, teflon after 


ſeſſion, by large triumphant majorities; at length comes a 


change in adminiſttation at the other fide of the water, and im- 
mediately thoſe reprobated, rejected meaſures, are without 
diſcuſhon, without oppolition, voted as the moſt wiſe and the 
moſt ſalutary that could poſſibly be adopted; nay, what is 


more, their moft violent opponents, as if not only they, but 


their auditors too, had drank the waters of Lethe, and totally 
forgotten their former conduct, become on a ſudden their 
warmeſt panegyriſts. And ſuch, I venture to predict, will be 
the fate of this bill cf my honourable friend. Now ] aſk 


- gentlemen ſeriouſly, if ſuch is the line of policy purſued by 


adminiſtration here, is a bill of this fort neceſſary or not? 
A right honourable gentleman over the way, has thought 
proper to call this a queſtion of amuſement. With what pro- 


; priety I cannot very well conceive, Why: ſuch queſtions 
ttould mee; the moſt ſerious diſcuſſion in England, and be 


treated with great levity here, even that gentleman's under- 
ſianding, excellent as it is, can aſſign no reaſon for it, except 


| ſuch a one as would be ſufficiently humiliating to this country, 


If by a queſtion of amuſement the right honourable gentlemin 


means, a queſtion of popular debate, a queſtion eaſily to be 


ſpoken to by thoſe who embrace that fide of it which my ho- 


nourable friend and I dv, his conduct certainly correſponds 
with his aſſertion ;, for preſuming, I ſuppoſe, on this imagined 


facility of outs, he. has not condeſcended to give us the leaſt 


alliſtance, ot afford the ſlighteſt variety to the debate, by ol. 


fering one ſingle argument or even ſhadow of reaſoning againſt 
that queſtion which he thus thinks - proper to condemn, 


which has not repeatedly been anſwered. But had any le- 


vity or puerile vanity, con: tibuted to bring forward this que!- 
tion as à topic tor more popular harangues, it certainly 13 
the moſt unfortunate queſtion they could poſſibly intermingle 


- themſelves with. The principles on which it proceeds are ſo 


undeniable, and my. honourable friend has ſo often and ſo 
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audably brought it into diſcuſſion, that I really lament Mr. Hardy 


he neceſſity of troubling the Houſe at all upon the ſubject. 
It is however ſaid, that there is no occaſion for this bill 
at preſent. That is in other words, wait till the evil ac- 


cumulates, till every one almoſt totters under its prefſure, 


and then get rid of the evil. But did the Engliſh Houſe 
of Commons act in that manner with regard to the bill from 
whence the preſent one is taken? No. It was a pre- 
ventive meaſure, a meaſure which went forth to meet and 
turn aſide the grievance, not one which followed it, For 
how ſtood England at that time ? What was her debt? What 
was the influence of the crown? Neither was conſiderable, 


at leaft compared with what we have ſeen ſince. But the 


legiſlators of thoſe days perceived that the new ſyſtem of - 
politics which England had embarked in, would filently and 
gradually give prodigious force and influence to the crown; 
and therefore they began to fortity the Houſe of Commons 
againſt the evil as ſoon as they poſſibly could. It was there- 
fore a meaſure of prevention. But the bill of my honourable 
friend has this additional argument in 1ts favour, that the influ- 
ence of the crown here is beyond all queſtion greater in pro- 
portion than what it was in England at the period I allude to. 
The bill in England therefore had not what this has, a long and 
melancholy experience as a great auxiliary to ſupport it. 

Every man feels the conſtant unabating force which go- 
vernment poſſeſſes on almoſt every occafion, and every man 
muſt acknowledge, that in addition to that force as the country 
increaſes in her expences, there will be new offices created, 


erery One of which will arm government with new powers, 


Something or other will always be pleaded in the juſtification 
of ſuch meaſures. Fhe fituation of the metropolis at one 
time, the ſituation of the country at another. And here I muit 
recur to ſome expreſſions which I made ule of in the debate on 
the riot - act, particularly as they have been miſrepretented. 


I ſaid then, and 1 ſay now, that every outrage or difturbance 
in the country, ſhould be always ſtated fairly to the public, 


without any partiality to the quarter from whence it proceeds, 
as nothing will be found more true in politics than this, that 
any outrage which is connived at, or permitted to continue in 
the leaſt, will always prove one of the beſt reſources Which 
miniſterial influence can poflibly have; as nothing furniſhes 


government with more read y or plauſible pretexts for ſetting up 


new powers and new eſtabliſnments. I thould therefure with 
to raiſe in the general tranquility of the lower claſs of people 
in Ireland a barrier, and an effectual barrier againſt tne en- 
croachments of power; and that their ſafety and their exemp- 


tion from coercive ftatutes, and highly penal and oppreilive 


eſtabliſhments ſhould depend not on the intervention ef any 
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body of men in this Houſe, however reſpeQable, but on their 
own peaceable demeanor, and uniform obedience to the laws 
of their country. Till this is effected, nothing is effeQed ; 
and it is in the power cf the gentlemen of Ireland, and per- 


haps in their power alone, completely to accompliſh it. Ay 


matters ſtand at preſent, the miniſterial patronage of this 
country is fed and nouriſhed by the anarchy of ſome parts of it, 


as by an exhauſlefs firceam. On every+account therefore, 


whether of the actual exiſting force of gavernment in this 
Houſe, or the hourly increaſe of that force by the ditordered 
Rate of part of the kingdom; on every account this bill, or 
ſomething in ilat to this bill, ought to be adopted. 


Now, Sir, ſince J have alluded to the diſturbances of the 


South, permit me to aſk what was the principal argument, 
independent of thoſe diſturbances, which was made uſe of in 
favour of the riot- act? Was it not held forth as its great re- 
commendation, as the moſt unequivocal proof of its excellence, 
that it had not only its origin under the auſpices of a whiz 
miniſtry, but that the experience of ſeventy years in England 
had perfectly juſtified the patriotiſm, the good ſenſe, the 
political wifdom of thoſe who had' adopted that meaſure ? 
Now; if that reaſoning appeared to be concluſive with the ma- 
jority of this Houſe, I aſk with what fort of conſiſtency can 
a ſimilar mode of reaſcning, when applied to the bill now under 
diſcuſſion, be denied any efficacy or operation whatſoever ? 
Every argument of this nature that was made uſe of in favour 
of the riot-aQ, applies with ren times more force to the pre- 
ſent queſtion." Is the longevity of the riot- act a proof of its 
excellence? It is ſo of the penſion bill, for it is ſtill older. 
Is the origin of the riot - act brought forward as one of its ſup- 
porters? Much ftronger is any argument of that nature in 
favour of the penſion bill. The riot · act, whatever its ſup- 
poſed excellence may be, was ſtill a party act; it was made 


recentibus cdiis; it was made by a ſet of men new in power, 


and who thought they never could ſufficiently avenge them- 


ſelves on their old political advertaries, Queen Anne's laft 


miniſtry. No circumſtances cf that nature fully the origin cf 


this act from wherce our bill is taken. It was made by a tri- 


ennial parliament, and party ſeems to have had no ſhare in it 


| whatſoever. The argument then comes to this: which is the 


mott agreeable to the conſtitution? Is the riot- act moſt agree- 
able to the conſtitution, which made that a capital crime, 
which never before was a capital crime, except during one reign, 
when the kingdom had to encounter the concurring dangers of 
a long minority, and a great change in the national religion, 


and therefore is not in fact a law incorporating and blending 


itſelf with the general ſyſtem and ſpirit of the Engliſh laws, 
but rather ſtands a ſolitary inſulated act, exhibiting from the 


V 


gloom and the terror of its appearance, a contraſt, and a very Mr, Hardy 
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ſtriking contraſt, to the happy and lenient ſyſtem that ſurrounds 
it, and bearing on its front the hiſtory of the times, and the 
elected circumſtances under which it was made. But how is 
it with regard to the penſien bill? Is that inſulated, is that 
adverſe to the general ſyſtem of the Engliſh laws? The re- 
verſe in every inſtance. It acknowledges that great principle, 
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which times the moſt hoſtile to freedom could never totaily _ 


ſuppreſs ; that great principle which the revolution confirmed 
and gave efficacy to; that the members of this Houſe ſhould 
be independent, and from that hour to this it may be ſeen 
iqving trĩun phantly along, ſupporting, enriching, and giving 
life and ornament to the various reſolutions, and various acts 
of paxliament, which have from time to time in England com- 
bated the influence of the crown. 1 

To enumerate the various officers who never can have a 
place in the Engliſh Houſe of Commons would be tedious and 
itklome: every one knows who has looked into the acts which 
have excluded them, what a formidable group they would be 
if they were not ſo excluded; and if gentlemen ſay that the 
management of ſuch an immenſe revenue as that of England, 
neceſſarily brought on ſych. a meaſure there; I ſay, that in 
proportion to the circumftances of this country, ſuch a mea- 
lure ſhould be adopted here: and if not one member of the 


board of ſtamps, of the board of exciſe, of the victualling 


board, with numberleſs others, will be ſuffered to hold a ſeac 
in the Engliſh Houſe of Commons, ſurely a bill like this, 
which goes chiefly to the excluſion of penſioners for years, 
oaght not to be rejected here, If in the greater country the 


greater number is excluded, ſurely by a parity of teaſoning in 


the leſs country, where | | 
than proportionate degree, ſome at leaſt ought to be ex- 
cluded, 2. | 


ſame cauſes onerate in a more - 


Obſerve then how the two countries at. The Houſe of 


Commons in England oppoſes the miniſter, and with ſucceſs. 
That Houſe is fortified by a variety of excludin acts; whiltt 
the Houſe of Commons of Ireland, which profeſſes a ſort of 


overwhelming fondneſs for the miniſter; a fondneſs, the con- 


ſtancy of which no romance ever yet equalled, which may be 


compared to the veſtal fire, not perhaps in point of uricy, 


but certainly in point of duration; whilſt this Houſe of Com- 
mons cannot, boat of any one excluding act whatever; but 
remains totally unſheltered, totally unptotected againſt the 
natural Conſequences of its own precipitant tenderneſs and un- 
tatigued blandiſhments towards every miniſter whatever, Is 
there any equality in all this? I hear a gentleman ſay we op- 
poſed the propolitionz—we did certainly, and the inſtance was 
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government had a majority. 

Here this particular part of the ſubje & naturally leads me 
to take notice of the ſavourite language made uſe of by ſome 
gentlemen, with regard to the dignity and independency ct 
the Houte of Commons; which, fay they, we ſhall be always 
-Jeadv'to maintain, according to the moſt known and moſt con- 
ſtitutional methods. Sir, there is no poſition whatever which 
1 more cotdially ſubſcribe to than this, that the Houfe of Com- 
mons, with all the faults ro vihich a Houſe of Commons is 
liable, ought ever to be upheld, and its proper weight in the 
conſtitution attended to with the moſt undiminiſhed vigilance; 
for conſtituted as it may be at particular periods, jt muſt, 
whilſt any freedom remains in theſe countries, be the people's 
beſt, moſt conſtitutional, and moſt permanent ſafeguard, If 
then all conventional meetings have for the preſent at leaſt, 
Aubſided in this country, and T ſhall never heſitate to ſay, with 
propfiety ſubſided ;* becauſe, though T'(hall ever tenerate the 
Temory of the convention of 1782, and hope that whenever 
any thing file ſuch „ a ſimilar convention 
„ r yet againft the frequent return of ſuch 
mesringe, ave the moſt ecided objectioas, and for theſe 
redlons: beczufe their frequency muſt induce one of theſe 
events; eitfier Hie authority of parliament muſt be'f6'weaktn- 
ed, That it "wil gradually fall into contempt, or what is 
*gually to be dreaded by every conſtitutional man, the col- 
lective body of che people, by being brought in this manner 


n will naturally exhauſt itſelf, it will 


vie all its fire, alt irs force, all its efficacy, and ceaſe to hare 
that fuſt and "regulated controul over the democratic part of 
"rhe legiſlature, Which the genius-and ſpirit of the conſtitution 
moſt certainly: Tavefted it with. If then there is no particular 


. ferment in the public mind at preſent, the conſtant plea with 


ſome gentferyen for, making, no Conceſſion whatever to the 
people, if rue Houſe of Commons is for ſome time at leall 


bkely to remain untouched by any parliamentary reform); and 


of courſe muſt be regarded in its preſent ſhape as the natural 
guardian of the people's rights, farely it behoves us to adopt 
tome meaſate like the preſent, which by giving it more inde- 
pendence, will inſpite the 13 more confidence to- 
watds it. Let then the gentlemen who have ſo often, and in 
ſuch elevated language, talked of maintaining the dignity and 
independence of the Houſe of Commons, ſupport this theaſure, 
which if it is not according to their own phrate, a' known and 
conſtitutional method, I thould be glad to aſk them what mes- 
ſure, will they ever condeſcend to call fo; Let them ſuppoit 
rhis biiFof my honourable friend, and if on a future day they 
continue equally adverſe, which wile and honeſt men may do, 


nation is o 
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to what is called parliamentary reform, let this be their anſwer 
to thoſe who would queſtion them on that ſubject, . we object 
to ſuch a meaſure as a meaſure of uncertainty. We object to 
at as in our opinion rather theoretical, and which, if adopted, 
may perhaps lead us into greater difficulties than thoſe we ate 
at preſent involved in and therefore we, the conſtitutional 
guardians of the people, never will give our conſent to put 
the Houſe of Commons as it were to tea, without any preciſe 
or dif. riminated object in view, to try an unknown and perilovs 
ocean, over which no political navigator has ever yet continued 
his courſe. We object therefore to it as a matter of uncer- 
tainty. But to prove to you that theſe are not mere words, 
to prove to you that the dignity and independence of the 


Houſe of Commons are objeQs near to our heart, we refer you. - 


to our paſt conduct. When a bill was brought forward by a 
very reſpectable and intelligent member of parliament, which 


bilt had for its 'objeQs the independence, and of courfe the 


dignity of the Houle of Commons; from ſuch a meaſure we 
did not recede one moment, and why ? Becauſe that meaſure 
was not a meaſure of uncertainty 2 on the contrary, it had the 
beſt, and indeed the only teſt which human affairs can have to 
tecommend them; length of years, and concurtence of ſentiment 
for many generations z and therefore we were not afraid upon 
that day to embark with the honourable mover of that bill, ſa- 
tished as we were that with the pure lights of experience, and 
the Engliſh conſtitution, to illuminate and facilitate our paſ- 
fage, it was impoſſible we could gain any other haven than 
that of honour, of happineſs, and conſtitutional tranquility.” 
One ward more and have dene. This queſtion has been 
repeatedly before the Houſe, and as repeatedly rejected; 


therefore it has been ſuggeſted it ſhould experience a ſimilar 
fate at preſent. If ſuch a ſtile of inconclufive reaſoning had 


prevailed five years ago, where would the conſtitution of Ite- 
land be at this Hour ? ys 


Mr. WILLIAM Tory Jowne 


s.—T riſe, Sir, in conformity Mc. Wm. 
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to the wiſhes of ſix hundred conſtituents, ho demand an abo- Todd Jones 


tion of or a ſufficient reaſon for the expenditure of 100,000. N 
| why" 


ppreſſed with heavy taxes, and a great and growing — 


a year laviſhed upon perſons, poſſibly worthleſs; while the 
debt. ä , 
Sit, I trouble this Houfe ſeldom, and never long—Did 1 


nor flatter myſelf with the expectation that the bill upon your 


table would obtain, from its moderation, a unanimous affent, 
and impreſſed with the deteſtable abuſes co which penſions 
have been proſtiuted, I would move you as an amendment: 
* And that an enquiry be made into the character, circumſlances 


and- ſituation of the te-Jons ts whom pirftins are now paid. 


PARLIAMENTARY [Mixen 12, 


But confiding in the hope I have expreſſed, J refrain from 
dragging into your train a crowd of proſtitutes and parricides 
the contamination of ſociety—of our country—of this Houſe, 
For, as it was once well obſerved by 2 great lawyer, [the 


late Mr. Fitzgibbon] “ it was written that the wages of fin is 


death; but he who wades through the infamy of our penſion 

lift, will have reaſon to ſay that the wages of fin is Ireland.“ 
Sir, in the year 1764 a queſtion of this nature was negativ- 

ed by a very ſmall majority, though it implied a much ſeverer 


re prehenſion than the bill now on your table; I mean the mo- 
tion of that great lawyer, { Mr. Fitzgibbon] to addreis his Majeſty 
—“ That the debt of the nation was very great—that the 
penſion liſt was a leacing cauſe of its increafe—and that that 
_ liſt was contrary to the laws of the kingdom.“ 


Now, Sir, the penſion lift of that period was only 65,0001. 


A year, and it is now ico, oool.; yet that violent addreſs was 
. negatived by only a ſmall majority; and therefore, Sir, when 


J contemplate the degraded and dependent parliaments of that 
period, and the ſenate now aſſembled around you, fitting in 


an imperial kingdom, under the ſanction of a finiſhed and 
perfect conſtitution, can I entertain a doubt that we ſhall ad- 
vance a ſtep beyond the puny daring of that dependent patlia - 
ment, and exonerate our country from this oppreſſion? 


For, Sir, it is à futile argument to advance that we are now 
richer than at that day, and conſequently more capable of ſup- 


' porting the burthen z becauſe the, burthen has grown with our 

| ſtrength. | The penſion liſt has encreaſed with our riches ; and 
our debt with our revenue. The ſame arguments, therefore, 

. which were torcivle in 1764, muſt be equally applicable and 


 copcluhve now.. 


| Mr. Curran. Mr. Cox AN ſaid he felt too much reſpect for the excellent 
tupports the mover of the bill, and too ſtrong a ſenſe of the neceſſity of the 


bill for li- 
miting 


peakops. 


meaſure, to give it only a ſilent ſupport. He rejoiced, he - 


ſaid, in the virtuous perſeverance of his honourable friend in 
labouring for the eſtabliſhment. of our conſtitution, by fecur- 


LAiisug the independence of parliament. He would offer ſome 


1 * > 
* 


— — 
- TEE 
* 0 bd 


Treaſon in defence of the bill, though he felt the full force of 
the policy adopted by adminiſtration, to make any attempt ot 
that kind either ridiculous or impoſſible. He obſerved the 


gentlemen, he faid, conſulting whether to bury the queſtian. 


under a mute majority, or whether to make a ſham oppoſition 
to it by letting up the old gladiatgr of adminiſtration, new po- 
liſhed and painted for the held, They expected, he ſuppoſed, 
that men would ſhrink in filence and diſguſt from ſuch a com- 
petition. He would, he ſaid, defend the principle of the bill 
on the grounds of œconomy, but ſtill more of conſtitution. 
He advertcd to the frame of our civil tate, it depenged on an 
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exact balance of its parts, but he ſaid from our peculiar ſitua- M-. Curran 
tion that equipoiſe on which our liberty depends, muſt be FO 
continually loſing ground; and the power of the crown con- e 5 
tinually encreaſing. A ſingle individual can be vigilant and penſions. 
active, improving every occaſion of extending his power; the 
people are not ſo, they are divided in ſentiment, in intereſt, 
without union, and therefore without co-operation, and from 
the neceſſity of bringing the conſtitution frequently back to 
its firſt principles; but this, he ſaid, was doubly neceſſary to 
do by law, in a country where a long ſyſtem of dividing the 
people had almoſt extinguiſhed that public mind, that public 
vigilance and jealouſy with which the conduct of the crown 
was watched over in Great Britain. But further, he ſaid, it 
was rendered neceſſary by the reſidence of our king in another 
country,—His authority muſt be delegated firſt to a Viceroy, 
and next it fell to a Secretary, who could have no intereſt in 
the good of the people; no intereſt in future fame, no object to 
attract him but the advancement of his dependants. Then, he 
ſad, the reſponſibility that binds an Engliſh King to medera- 
tion and frugality, was loft here in the confuſion of perſons, 
or in their inſignificance. This, he ſaid, might be deemed an 
unuſual language in that Houſe, but he aſſured the right ho- 
nourable Secretary, he did not ſpeak with any view of diſturbing 
his perſonal feclings; he did not admire, nor would he imitate. 
the cruelty of the Silician tyrant who amuſed himſelf with 
utting inſets to the torture; he was therefore ſtating facts. 

hat reſponſibilit y, ſaid he, can be found or hoped for in an 
Engliſh Secretary? Eſtimate them fairly, not according to the 
adulation that lifts them into a ridiculous importance while 
they are among you, or the as unmerited contumely that is 
heaped upon them by diſappointment and ſhame when they 
leave you. But what have they been in fact? - why a ſucceſ- 
fon of men, ſometimes with heads, ſometimes with hearts, 
oſtner with neither. | WO 

But as to the preſent right honourable Secretary, he ſaid, it. 
was peculiaily ridiculous to talk of his reſponſibility or his 
economy to the people; his œconomy was only to be found 
ia reducing the ſcanty pittance which profuſion had left for the 
encouragement of our manufactures; or in withholding from 
the undertakers of a great national object, that encouragement 
that had been offered them on the expreſs faith of parliament, 
unleſs, perhaps, it were to be looked for in the pious plan of 
ſelling the materials of houſes of religious werſhip'on a prin- 
ciple of axconomy. But when will you look, he ſaid, for his 
reſponſibility as a miniſter ? Vdu will remember his commer- 
cial propoſitions, They were propoſed to this country on his 
reſponſibility. Vou cannot forget the exhibition he made; 
Jou can have not yet loſt his madri gal on reciprocity; but 
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Mr. Curran what was the event? He went to Great Britain with ten 


tupports the 
bill for li · 


miting 


per. 


propoſitions, and he returned with double the number, diſ. 
claimed and abandoned by thoſe to whom he belonged; and 


ſhorn of every pretenſion to reſponſibility; but look for it in 


the next leading feature of his adminiſtration. 

We gave an addition of 140, ocol. in taxes on the expreſs 
compact and condition of confining expence within the limits 
of revenue. Already has that compact been ſhamefully evad- 
ed; but what ſays the reſponſible geatleman ? Why he ſtood 
up in his place, and had the honeft confidence boldly to deny 
the fact. Now, ſaid he, I ſhould be glad to aſk who that right 


honourable gentleman is? Is he the whole Houſe of Com- 


mons ? If he be, he propoſed that compact. Is he the King? 
he accepted it by his Viceroy. Is he the Viceroy ? he accept - 
ed by himſelf, In every character that could give. ſuch a 
compact either ctedit or dignity, or ſtability, he has either 
propoſed ot tatified it; in what character then does the right 
honourable gentleman deny it? why in his own; in that of 
a. right honourable gentleman, Can any man then, ſaid he, 
be ſo filly as to think that fo barefaced a tpirit of profuſion can 
be ſtopt by any thing lefs than a law ?—Or can any man 
point out any ground on which we can confide in the right 


honourable gentleman's affection to the intereſt or even the 


peace of this country? At a time when we are told that the 
people are in a ſtate of tumult little ſhort of rebellion, when 
you ought to wiſh to ſend an angel to recal the people to 
their duty, and reſtore the credit of the laws, what does he 
do ?—he keeps three judicial places, abſolute, vacant, or ſine- 
cure places, as if in this country, not officers but offices are 
to become ſuperannuated; and he ſends the commiſſion with a 
job tacked to it, to be diſplayed in the very ſcene of this ſup- 
poſed confuſion — Would this contemptuous trifling with the 
public be borre- in Great Britain? No, Sir, but what the ſub- 
ſtance of an Engliſh miniſter, with all his talents, would not 
dare to attempt in that country, his fetch is able to atchieve, and 
with impunity in this. 


But a right honourable member oppoſes the principle of the 


bill, as being in reſtraint of the royal bounty. 1 agree with 
him in his ſentiment, but I differ from his argument. It be- 
comes the dignity and humanity of a generous people to leave 
it in the power of the Sovereign to employ ſome. part.of the 
public wealth for honourable purpoſes, for rewarding merit, 
for encouraging ſcienee: Nor would it become us to enquite 
tao narrowly; into, every caſual or minute mĩſapplication; but 
a groſs and general application: af the people's money to the 


encouragement of every human vice, is a crying grievance that 
calls on every. man te check it 3 not by veſtraining the bounty 


of the crown, but curbing the profuſion of Iriſh adminiſtrations. 


TTC 
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The penſion liſt, at the beſt of times, was a ſcandal to this 


al bounds, and almoſt juſtiied what he would formerly have 
conſidered as ſhameful. If a great officer of ſtate, for inſtance, 
fnds that the ſeverity of buſineſs requires the conſolation of 
the tender paſhon, he courts through the penſion liſt, and the 
lady very wiſely takes that hold of the occaſion, which, per- 
haps, could not be taken of the lover, and ſeizes time by the 
forelock. Why, Sir, we may paſs over a little treaty of that 
ſort 3 it may naturally enough fall under the article of concor- 
datum or contingencies z but that unhappy liſt has been de- 
graded by a new ſpecjes of proſtitution that was unknown 
before. The granting of honours and title, to lay the foun- 
dation for the grant of a penſion. The ſuffering any man to 
ſteal a dignity, for the purpoſe that a barren beggar ſteals a 
child. It was reducing the honours of the ſtate from badges of 
diznity to badges of mendicancy. 

He then adverted to the modern praQtice of doubling the 
penſions of members of that Houſe, who were unhappily pen- 
foners already. - Was the Secretary, he ſaid, afraid of their 
becoming converts? Was it neceſſary to double bolt them 
with pentions? Was there really ſo much danger, that little 
Frickſay would repent and go into a nunnery, that the kind 
keeper muſt come down another hundred to ſave her from be- 
coming honeſt? ME | ; 
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| Mr. Curran 
country; but the preſent abuſes of it, he ſaid, went beyond ſupports the 


bill for li- 
miting 


penſions. 


But a right honourable gentleman, he ſaid, had made ano- 


ther obje ten rather inconſiſtent with his former—he feared it 


would take away the controul of parliament on penſions within 


tne limits of the act propoſed. The objection was not, there- 


lore, founded in fact, at the ſame time that the argument ad- 
mitted that the unlimited power of penſioning was a grievance 
that ought to be remedied by ſome effectual eontroul; ſuch, 
be aid, was the principle and the effect of this bill, if carried 
into a law. It would not reftrain the Crown; it would not 


relirain. a Lord Lieutenant; it would only reſtrain a Secretary 


ſtam that ſhameful profuſion of the public treaſure, unimput- 
ale and unknown to his Majeſty or his Viceroy, which was 
equally diſgraceful to the giver,and receiver—ſt was a bill to 
preſerye the independence of parliament ; it was a bill to give 
u the conſtitution of Great Britain when we had it not before. 
It was a bill: peculiarly neceſſary when we had adopted a pena! 
lay of Great Britain, giving a new force to. the executive ma- 


nich might ſecute the rights ot the people; it was a law 
neceſſar y as a counterpoiſe to the riut - act; it was 2 law of in- 


dus to guard againſt, ſhall have aCtually fallen upon this 


"ation, and, if neceſſury, prevention; for if, ſaid he, you 
wait till the evil, which my right: honourable friend is anxi- 


kitrate, that weiſhould alſo. adopt that law of Great Britain, 
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country, the corruption will be univerſal, and the remedy 
1unpoſhble, EP : 
Upon dividing the Houſe thete appeared, for reading the bil! 
on the firſt of Auguſt, 
Ayes — 129-—Noes — 63 


Mr. Forbes. Mr. Fon ks then gave notice, that if any more penſions 
were granted to members of parliament, between this and the 
next ſeſſion, he would move in the enſuing committee of ac- 

Counts that the ſame ſhould not be allowed. 


r 


Tosspav, Mach 13, 178). 


A motion was made, and the queſtion put, that the Houſe 
do adjourn for half an hour, and it was carried in the afft- 
mative. | 


The Houſe having met again, purſuant to the ſaid adjourn- 
ment, the Speaker reported that the Houſe had attended his 
Grace.the Lord Lieutenant with the addreſs of both Houſes of 
parliament to his Majeſty, and that thereupon His Grace was 
pleaſed to return the antwet following: 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
< I will immediately tranſmit this dutiful and loyal addreſ: 


to be laid before bis Majeſty.” 


The Chan- The CuaNCELLoOR of THE ExcCytqQuUer preſented to 

cellor of the the Houſe, according to order, a bill for continuing an att, 

Exchequer. intitled ** an at for facilitating the trade and intercourſe be- 
tween this kingdom and the United States of America” which 
was received and read the firſt time. 


Mr. George Mr. Georce PoxsoNsy preſented to the Houſe, according 

Fonſonby. to order, a bill for the better collection of his Majeſty's reve- 
nue, and for the continuation and amendment of ſeveral laws 
heretofore made for that purpoſe z which was received and 
read the firſt time. | 


Mr.Grattaa Mr. GxaTTan.—ln this ſeſſion we have, on the fubjeft 

on tithes. of tumults, made ſome progreſs, though we have not made 
much. It has been admitted that ſuch a thing does exiſt, 
among the lower order of people, as diſtreſs z we have con- 
demned their violence, we have made provifions for its puniſt- 
ment, but we have admitted alſo, that the peaſantry are ground 
to the earth; we have admitted the fact of diſtreſs, 
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We have gone further, we have acknowledged that this diſ- Mr. Grattan 
treſs ſhould make part of our parliamentary enquiry we have on tit hes. 
thought proper indeed to poſtpone the day, but we are agreed, 
notwithſtanding, in two things the exiſtence of a preſent 
difireſs, and the neceſſity of a future remedy. 

A multitude of particulars would be tedious, but there are 
ſome features ſo very ſtriking and prominent, we cannot avoid 
the ſight of them. Our preſent ſyſtem of ſupporting the 
clergy is liable to radical objections; in the South, it goes 
againſt the firſt principle of human exiſtence z in the South 
you tithe potatoes, Would any man believe it? the pea- 
{ant pays, I am informed, often 7l. an acre for land, gets 6d. 
a day for his labour, and pays from eight to twelve ſhillings 
for his tithe—if the whole caſe was compriſed in this fact, this 
fact is ſufficient to call for your interference—it attacks cul- 
tivation in its cradle, and tithes the loweſt, the mott general, 
and the moſt compaſſionate ſubſiſtence of human life—the 
more ſeverely felt is this, becauſe it is chiefly confined to the 
South, one of the great regions of poverty. In Connaught 
potatoes do not pay tithe, in the North a moderate modus 
takes place when they do pay, but in the South they do pay 
a great tithe, and in the South you have perpetual diſturbances ! 
That the tithe of potatoes is not the only diſtreſs I am not 
now to be informed Gl. or 51. an acre for land, and 6d. a day 
for labour, are alſo cauſes of miſery ; but the addition of eight, 
ten, or twelve ſhillings tithe, to the two other cauſes, is, and 
muſt be, a very great aggravation of that miſery z and as you 
cannot well interfere in regulating the rent of land or price of 
labour, I do not ſee that you therefore ſhould not interfere 
where you can regulate and telieve; I do not ſee why you 
ſhould ſuffer a molt heavy tithe to be added to the high price of 
rent and the low price of labour; neither am ] ſenſible of the 
force of that ſuppoſition which conceives a diminution of the 
tithe of potatoes would be only an augmentation of the'rent, 
for l do not find that rent is higher in counties where potatoes are 
not tithed, nor can I ſee how an exiſting leaſe can be cancel- 
led and the rent increaſed by the diminithing or taking off the 
tithe ; neither do I ſee that ſimilitude between tithe and rent 
which ſhould juſtify the compatiſon; rent is payment for land, 
tithe is payment for capital and labour expended on land; the 

proportion of rent diminiſhes with the proportion of the pro- 
duce, that is, of the induſtry—the proportion of tithe inctea- 
es with the induſtry rent therefore, even a high rent, may 
bea compulſion on labour, and tithe a penalty, The cottiet 
does pay tithe and the grazier does not; the rich grazier; with 
avery beneficial leaſe, and without any ſyſtem of. huſbandry 
exempted, / and throws the patſon on.) labour and poyerty. 


Vow Va © 
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Mr. Gtattan As this is againſt the firſt principle of huſbandry, ſo another 
on tithes. 


regulation is againſt the firſt principle of manufacture Vou 
tithe flax, rape and hemp, the rudiments of manufaQure, 


Hence, in the North, you have no flax farmers, though there 


are many who cultivate flax. You give a premium for the 
growth of flax, a premium for the land carriage and export of 
corn, and you give the parſon the tithe of the land labour and 
cultivation occupied therein, coutrary to the profperity of 
either; as far as you have ſettled you are wrong, and wrong 
where you have unſettled. What is the tithe is one queſtion, 
what is titheable is another. Claims have been made to the 
tithe of turf, the tithe of roots, moduſes have been diſputed, 
litigation has been added to oppreſſion, the bufinets has been 
ever ſhamefully neglected by parliament, and has been left to 
be regulated, more or leſs, by the dexterity of the tithe proc- 


tor, and the violence of the pariſh, ſo that diſtreſs has not been 


confined to the people, it has extended to the parſon; your 
ſyſtem is not only againſt the firſt principle of human exiſtence 
—againſt the firſt principle of good huſbandry—againtt the hilt 
principle of manufacture —againſt the firſt principle of public 
quiet—it goes alſo againſt the ſecurity and dignity of the 


- clergy. Their caſe has been reduced to two propoſitions, that 


they are not ſupported by the real tithe or the tenths, and that 
they are ſupported by à degrading annual contract; the real 
tithe or tenth is therefore unneceſſary for their ſupport, for 
they have done without it, and the annual contract is improper 
by their own admiſſion, and the interference of parliament pro- 
per therefore. Certainly the annual contraQ is below the 
dignity of a clergyman z he is to make a bargain with the 
ſquire, the farmer, and the peaſant, on a fubjed which they 
do, and he does not underſtand the, more his humanity and 
his erudition the leſs his income; it is à ſituation where the 
parſon's property falls with his virtues, and rifes with his bed 
qualities. Juſt ſo the pariſhioner—he loſes by being ingenu- 
ous, and he faves by dithoneſty. The paſtor of the people 13 
made a {py on the huſbandman—he is reduced to become the 
annual teazing contractor and litigant with a flock among 
whom he is to extend religion by his perſonal popularity; an 
agent becomes neceſſary for him, it relieves him in this ſitua. 
tion, and this agent or proctor involves him in new odium and 
new diſputes z the ſquire not ſeldom defrauds him, and he 13 
obliged to ſubmit in repoſe and protection, and to reprile on 
the eottier, ſo that it often happens that the clergyman fhall 
not receive the thirtieth, and the peaſant ſhall pay more than 
the tenth the natural reſult of this, is a ſyſtem which makes 
the parſon dependent on the rich for his repote, and on the poor 
for his ſubſiſtence; I am ſure the ſpirit of many clergymen 
and the juſtice of many country gentlemzn reſiſt ſuch an evil 


ſipula 
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in many caſes, but the evil is laid in the law, which it is our Mr. Gratin 
duty and intereſt to regulate. From a ſituation ſo ungracious, on tithes. 


from the diſgrace and loſs of making in his own perſon a little 
bargain with ſquires, farmers and pezſants, of each and every 
deſcription, and from non-refidence, the parſon. is obliged to 
take refuge in the aſſiſtance of a character, by name a tithe- 
farmer, and by profeſſion an extortioner; this extortioner be- 
comes part of the eſtabliſhment of the church; by. intereſt 
and ſituation, there are two deſcriptions of men he is ſure to de- 
fraud, the one is the parſons and the other the people; he 
colle&s ſometimes at fifty per cent. he gives the clergyman leſs 
than he ought to receive, and takes from the peaſants more 
than they ought to pay; he is not an agent who is to collect a 
certain rent, he is an adventuter, who gives. a certain rate for 
the privilege of making a bad uſe of an unſettled claim; this 
claim, over the powers of collection, and what is teizing or 
provoking in the law, is in his hand an inſtrument not of juſ- 
tice but of uſury; he ſometimes ſets the tithes to a ſecond 
tit! e- farmer, ſo that the land becomes a prey to a ſubordination 
of yultures. . EN 8 „ M 

In arbitrary countries the revenue 1s collected by men who 
fam it, and it is a mode of oppreſſion the moſt ſevere in the 
moſt arbitrary country; the farming the revenue is given to 
the Jews. We introduce this practice in the collection of 
tithes, and the tithe farmer frequently calls in aid of Chriſtia- 
nity the arts of the ſynagogue—obnoxious on account of all 
this, the unoffending clergyman thrown off the rich upon the 
poor, cheated moſt exceedingly by his tithe farmer, and after- 
wares involved in his odium, becomes an object of outrage ; 
bis property and perſon are both attacked, and in both che 
religion and laws of your country ſcandatized and diſgraced, 


Ie The ſame cauſe which produces a violent attack on the cler- 
d gyman among the lower order of the community, produces 
u- mong ſome of the higher orders a languor and neutrality in 
is fefending him. Thus outraged and forſaken he comes to par- 
he lament; we abbor the barbarity, we puniſh the tumult, we 
ng Knowledge the injury, but we are afraid of adminiſtering 
al uy radical or effectual relief; becauſe we are afraid of the 


Claims of the church; they claim the tenth of whatever by 
apital, induſtry, or premium, is produced from land. One 
douſand men claim this; and they claim this without any 
lipulation, for what appears for the ſupport of the poor, the 
repair of the church, or even the reſidence of the preacher. 
armed at the extent of ſuch a claim, we conceive that the 
iliculty of collection is our ſecurity, and fear to give powers 
lich may be neceſſary for the collection of cuſtomary tithes, 
kl the clergy ſhould uſe eo powers for the enforcing of # 
; - | | 
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Mr, Grattan long catalogue of dangerous pretenſions. We have reaſon for 


on tithes, 


this apprehenſion ; and the laſt clauſe in the riot aQ-haz 
prompted a clergyman in the South to demand the tithe of agiſt- 
ment, and to attempt to renew a confuſion which your act in. 
tended to compoſe. The preſent ſtate of the clergyman is, 
that he cannot collect his cuſtomary tithe without the interfe- 
rence of parliament, and parliament cannot interfere without 


making a general regulation, leſt any aſſiſtance now giver 


ſhould be applied to the enforcement of dormant claims—ambi- 
guous and unlimited. 

Thus, I ſubmit to this Houſe the ſituation of the clergy, as 
well as of the people—call on you to take up at large the 
ſubject of the tithe. You have two grounds for ſuch an in- 
veſtigation—the diſtreſs of the clergy, and the diſtreſs of the 
people. 5 

Againſt your interference three arguments are objected, two 
of which are fictitious, and one only is ſincere. The fincere 
but erroneous objection is, that we ought not to affect in any 
degree the rights of the church; to which I anſwer briefly, 
that if, by the rights of the church, the cuſtomary tithes only 
are intended, we ought to interfere to give and ſecure the full 
profit of them; and if, by the rights of the church, are meant 
thoſe dormant claims I alluded to, we ought to interfere to pie- 
vent their operation. | 

Of the two arguments, that one on petitions relies on the 
impoſſibility of making any commutation; but this argument 

rather fears the change than the difficulty. This argument 1s 
ſurely erroneous in ſuppoſing that the whole wit of man, in 
parliament aſſembled, cannot with all its ingenuity, find a me- 
thod of providing for ooo perſons. We who provide for ſo 
large a civil liſt, military liſt, penſion liſt, revenue liſt, car- 
not provide for the church. What! is the diſcovery of tie 
preſent income of the church an impenetrable myſtery ? Ot l 
it an impoſlibility to give the ſame income but ariſing from 
different regulation, fixing ſome ſtandard in the price of grain: 
or if commutation be out of the power of human capacity, !s 
this eſtabliſbment of a modus impoſſible z different, perhaps, in 
the different countries, but practicable in all? Or if not prac- 
. ticable, how comes it that there ſhould be a modus eſtabliſbed 
in ſome parts of Ireland already for ſome tithable articles? | 
it impoſiible to have a moderate modus on corn, and ſome mo 
dus on paſture ? Or to lay on potatoes a very ſmall modus 
or rather to exonerate them as well as flax? Would it not be 
| practicable to get rid of the tithe-farmer, and give his plundet 
between the people and the parſon ? If all this be a difficulty 
it is a difficulty which is worthy of you, and if you ſucceed 
any part of it, you do ſervice. | 
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The other argument relies on the times, and I acknowledge 
they are an objection to the bill at preſent, but none againſt 
the laying the foundation now of a meaſure to take place on the 
reſtoration of public peace it may be an inducement to that 
peace, it cannot be an incentive to the contrary ; it is giving 
government the full force of reward and puniſhment, and I ap- 
prehend, if no ſtep whatſoever was taken, and no debate in- 
troduced at preſent, nothing would be done in future. I ſhall 
therefore, trouble you with a motion now, and next ſeſſion with 
2 bill on that ſubject. 


He then moved the following reſolution : 


« That, if it ſhall appear, at the commencement of the next 
ſeſſion of parliament, that public tranquillity has been reſtored 
in thoſe parts of the kingdom that have been lately diſturbed, 
and due obedience paid to the laws, this Houſe will take into 
conſideration the ſubject of tithes, and endeavour to form 
ſome plan for the honourable ſupport of the clergy, and the 
caſe of the people.” 
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Mr. OxDe.,—lI have liſtened with anxiety and concern to Mr. Orde 
the ſpeech of the right honourable gentleman, and I am ſorry oppoſes the 
to fay that the motion with which he concludes encreaſes that reſolution. 


anxiety and concern. I did intend, even while he was ſpeak- 
ing, to take the liberty to remind him, that under the preſent 


circumſtances of the country it was impoſſible in any degree 


to hold out an expectation that the Houſe would enter upon the 
ſubject. - 


| did hope when the right honourable gentleman admitted 
tat the diſtreſſes of the poor people of the South aroſe from 


other cauſes than tithes, from exceſſive rent and inſufficient 


wages, he would put an end to the converſation, I did think 
that having ſaid, as the rent increaſed that the tithe ought to be 
diminiſhed, he would have perceived that ſuch a principle 
would go to the utter extinGion of tithes whenever the rent 


roſe to a certain ,heighr z arid I do now declare that if we look 


at the benefit of the poor through ſuch a medium as this, I muſt 
give my decided oppoſition to it; for nothing that I have heard 
ball induce me at this time, and under the preſent circumſtan- 
ces of the country, to give an opinion that the ſubject ought 
ever to be difcuiſed; and ſetting aſide all other reaſons, I will 
not hold out any expeQtion to people in their ſituation, 

The right honourable gentleman has ſaid he will again bring 
forward this ſubject to the notice of parliament. Sir, there is 
do member more capable of giving conſequence to any ſubject, 
or who would be liſtened to with more attention by this Houſe 
than the right honourable gentleman ; but I entreat the Houſe 
$40 and again, that they will ſuffer the right honourable gen- 
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tleman to retain his intention in his ownbreaft, and give it no 
encouragement. For my own part, if I am now forced to paſs 
my judgment on this propoſition, I ſhall in the moſt decided 
manner ſay ne, not only with reſpedt to the preſent moment; 
but with reſpeR to futurity; for, Sir, ſhould we agree to the 
motion, we ſhould capitufate with inſurreQion, and offer a 
reward for that obedjence to the laws, on which we have a 
right to inſiſt. 77 on e 
The right hcnourable gentleman ſays that other parts of the 
country, as well as the South, complain of grievance, but that 
they do not at this moment preſs for attention. Sir, they are 
very wiſe in this, their conduct is extremely commendable, 
and I would adviſe them ftrongly to conſider the ill conſe- 
quences that even a regard to them might be attended with; 
that it might be attributed more to a conceſſion to tumult; 
than to a juſt conſideration of their claims. This Houſe will 
always be ready to liſten to the complaints of the people, 
when offered in a conſtitutional manner. Nothing has reached 
us in that way no petition to make us acquainted with grie- 
vances preceded the improper attempt to redreſs them by force. 
do not mean to call for petitions, for if any were offere —_ 
the continuance of diſturbances, they ought not to be liſtene 


to. If indeed, we were to form a judgment of the reality of 


Sir Henry 
-Hartſtonge. 


* 
. * 


their diftreſſes by their mode of proceeding, we ſhould rather 
be diſpoſed to give them little credit; becauſe from the begin- 
ning they ſeemed to ſhun all proper means of ſoliciting at- 
tention to their diſtreſſes, they can therefore at preſent appeat 
to us in no other light than as pretences for outrage. ' © 


Sir, I do hope and earneſtly requeſt that the right honourable | 


gentleman will withdraw his propoſition, otherwiſe I muſt give 
it a decided negative. 1 Ts 


* 
* ” 


great hardſhip and oppreſſion, and therefore he would ſecond 
the motion of the right honourable Mr. Grattan. | ; 


Sir Hexay HarxTsTONGE faid the people endured very 


Mr. Danicl Mr. Dax1zt Tore ſaid he thought it was neceſſary for 


Toler, 


him to riſe to take notice of a calumny that had been thrown 


upon the gentlemen of that part of the country in which he 


lived, by a Ms. O- Leary, who had preſumed ts ſtigmatiſe ſome 
of the beſt characters, by alledging that Bridges, the perſon for 
whoſe murder one Father Sheehy had been hanged, was ſtill 
alive. He faid he bad the honour to be high ſheriff of the 
county when Sheehy ſuffered, and he had taken care to impan- 
nel a moſt reſpectable jury; that Sheehy was convicted on the 
fulleſt and cleareſt evidence; that he, with ſome other gen- 
tlemen afterwards viſited the eonvict in gaol, who confeſſed that 
Bridges was'mutdered, but denied that he himſelf was a white- 
boyz or that he had any hand in the murder; yet the next 
JJ a. V 
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day at the place of execution, he told the deluded multitude 
that Bridges was alive, and would appear amongſt them in two 
months. He thought it neceſſary to ſtate this, to detect ſuch 
agitators as Mr, O'Leary in their falſehood ; and he concluded 
with ſaying, that a cauſe that required ſuch advocates, and 
ſuch means of ſupport, muſt be deſperate indeed. | 


Sir HENRY CavenDisn.—lT do not think it at all neceſſa- Sir Henry 
ry to the preſent purpoſe to ſpeak on the ſubſet of tithes z Cavendiſt. 
for as I know that the right honourable gentleman is a friend to 
the peace and proſperity of his country, it will be ſufficient to 
make him withdraw the motion, if he ſhall be convinced that it 
tends to promote riot and confuſion. The reſolution ſays, if they 
ſhall be quiet by next ſeſſion, we will then take the ſubject of 
tithes into conſideration, Sir, they will be quiet, and when 
we have done ſomewhat for them, then they will riot again, 
in order to get ſomewhat more, by which means we ſhall make 
riot a ſyſtem, and have nothing to attend to but riots and con- 


ccſhons alternately. 


The Ar ToRN EY GENERAL. -I would wiſh my right ho- The Attor- 
nourable friend would not perſiſt in his motion, for whether OR 
we negative or agree to it, the conſequences will be equally ee 
miſchievous. I agree with the right honourable gentleman, motion 
that the lower order of the people in Munſter ate in a ſtate of withdraw, 
oppreiuon, abject poverty, ſloth, dirt and miſery, not to be 
equalled in any other part of the world. But this cannot be 
acribed to the clergy—far from it It is owing in the firſt 
place, to their own indolence, and in the next to a claſs of 
men called middle-men, a ſet of gentry who, having no inhe- 
ntance, no education, no profeſſion, or other means of life, 
than by getting between the inheritor and the cultivator of the 
foil, grind the poor people to powder. And if my right ho- 


ry nourable friend could ſucceed and aboliſh tithes altogether, he 
0d would not make the ſituation of the cottager one whit better, 
while thoſe harpies are ſuffered to prey upon them. | 
for My right honourable friend ſays that the price of potatoe 
wn land is very high, and that the tithes are high alſo ; but upon 
he his own ſtatement, far from exacting the tenth of labour, the 
me tenth of capital, and the tenth of land, the parſon does not 
for get a ſum equal to the tenth of the rent. The higheſt tithe that 
ſtill be has ſtated is ſixteen ſhillings an acre, whereas the tithe of 
the ſome rents that he has ſtated would be eighteen (billings. It 
Jan does not then appear that the diſtreſſes of the people ariſe from 
| the the exaction of the parſon, but from the height of rent and the 
gen- lowneſs of labour. | | 
that My right honourable friend has ſaid, that in ſome places they 


dite. I {ic turf, There is no man who knows che law bug knows it 
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is illegal; there is no man who knows the law but knows, that 


if any eccleſiaſtical court ſhould preſume to entertain a ſuit for 
the ſubtraction of tithe of turf that the courts of law would grant 
immediate redrets, 

Let us now look to the queſtion, Every man knows 
that tithes are a very critical ſubje& to bring forward if my 
right honourable friend will, however, bring them forward, 
J ſhall give them my beſt conſideration, but indeed with little 
hope of ſucceſs ; and if after trial we find we cannot ſucceed, 
we may expect to have the people doubly riotous for the dif- 
appointment. Nay, it we did ſucceed ſo far as to aboiiſh tithe 


on potatoes, the cottager would be no better than he now is 


Sir Francis 
Hu:chinlion, 


while the country is diſgraced by middle-men. 

To prove, Sir, that diſappointment would irritate the peo- 
ple more than any thing of which they can at prefent complain, 
I ſhall relate a fact: | 

A gentleman of rank and great authority in the country hay- 
ing been informed that the inhabitants of Middletown were ex- 
tremcly diſcontented, proceeded to that place, and afſured 
them, if they would be quiet their grievances ſhould be re- 
dreſſed. They were quiet fora fortnight; but at the end of 
that time, finding the redreſs did not immediately ſucceed the 
promiſe, they became doubly outrageous—fee thus the conſe- 
quence of ſtitring the ſubject. See alſo the conſequence of 
giving a negitive to the motion. If it is negatived the poor 
will ſay, we are hopeleſs, our caſe is defperate, and the mid- 
dle-man, who wiſhes to plunder the parſon, as he does the peo- 
ple, will inſtigate them to every act of outrage; I do there- 
fore requeſt my right honourable friend will withdraw the mo- 
tion, elſe I ſhall be under the necethty of moving the order ot 
the day, which mode I would not chuſe to take with any mo- 
tion proceeding from him. 1 


Sir Fxaxcis HuTcuinson faid he would not offer any 
opinion as to the praQticability or expedience of commutation 
for tithes, but confine himſelf to ſome obſervations on what 
had been aſſerted in the debate againſt tithing potatoes. He 
ſaid that Munſter is not the only province which pays that 
tithe, as he could aſſert that it was paid in the county of 
Wicklow, and that he had never heard it complained of there; 
that he knew proteſtant countries 6n the Continent in whichit 


was paid, and that he was perſuaded if it were aboliſbed, the 


M:.Conolly. 


rent of the farm which produced the potatoes would be propor- 
tionably advanced. 


Mr. Cono1 Ly roſe he ſaid to requeſt Mr. Grattan would 
withdraw the motion, He thought when any alteration was to be 
made, which was ſo deeply to affect the conſtitution in church 
and ſtate, it ſhould be done with great delicacy, and after 
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mature conlideration, but he would oppoſe the preſent moti- 
on if not withdrawn; becaule he could fee no reaſon for ſub- 
mitting to men whoſe barbarities were a diſgrace to human 


Sir HENRY HarTsSToONGE faid upon better conſideration, 
he now began to apprehend the conſequences of the reſoluti- 
on, he therefore. begged the right honourable gentleman would 
withdraw eit; if he would not, he hoped his having ſeconded 
the motion would not bind him to vote for it. 


Mr Maso0n.—As every thing which falls from the right ho- 


nourable gentleman falls with very great weight, and as the 
ſpeech he has this day delivered will moſt certainly be echoed 
throughout every part of the country, 1 hope it will of itſelf 
be as. effectual towards quieting the people as if the reſolution 


were now to paſs ; upon this ground therefore I join in tequeſt- 
ing him to withdraw it, 


Sir Luctus O'BRNIEN ſaid that he thought the converſa- 
tion which had now paſſed would be enough to quiet the minds 
of the people, as it would convince them that there was one 
great and good and virruous man 1n parliament, who at a fu- 
ture day would not fail to bring forward the ſubject. 

He ſaid he knew the people in the South were in a ſtate of 
extreme wretchedneſs, and though the clergy might be one 
cauſe thereof, yet they were not the principal cauſe. He 
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Sir Henry 
Hartttonges 


Mr. Maſon, 


Sir Lucius 
O'Brien. 


then adverted to the practice of tithing flax and hemp, and 


recollected, with honeſt exultation, that he himſelf had ſeve- 
tal times taken the ſenſe of the Houſe againſt ſuch a practice. 
He requeſted the right honourable gentleman to withdraw the 


' motion. * 


Major HogAR Tr ſaid it would be extremely improper in 
him to enter at large into the queſtion; he roſe merely to en- 
treat his right honourable friend not to preſs the motion. — 
Were it to be carried, it would ſeem as if the Houſe, hav- 
ing paſſed a bill to quiet the diſturbances in the South, were 
convinced that the bill would prove ineffectual, and therefore 
by the reſolution beſought the people to be quiet, 


Lord EDWARXD FLTZGERALD faid that tithes having for 
thirty years been conſidered as a hardſhip, and matter of griev- 
ance, it became the wiſdom of the Houſe to enquire into 


Major Ho- 
bart. 


Lord Edward 
Fitzgerald. 


them. While the people were quiet no enquiry was made; 


while they were outrageous no enquiry perhaps, ought to be 
made; but certainly it was not beneath the dignity of the 


Houſe to ſay, that an enquiry ſhould be made when the peo- 


ple returned to peace and obedience again, 
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Sir Edvard Sir ErwarD NEWENHAaM—l agree in lamenting that there 
Newenham. is not a fair ſettlement of tithes, to make the clergy and 
laity happy and contented ; and I agree that tithe-farmers are 
the curſe of the land. In my opinion this motion will not 
produce its deſired effect it would be better to bring forward, 
at once, a bill for that purpoſe. However, I doubt whether 1 
would now vote for ſuch a bill, when ſome writers are abuſing 
without any colour of juſtice, the reverend bench of Biſhops, 
The preſent bench of Biſhops did not frame the preſent tithe 
law. Theſe ſame writers attack the principles of our conſti- 
tution, and ridicule the proteſtant religion: I wiſh thoſe wri- 
ters would confine themſel ves to tithes, whiteboys; and other 
public grievances, and not attempt to defame our preſent hap- 
puy eſtabliſhment in church and ſtate, otherwiſe I ſhall be in- 
clined to think, that their greateſt grievance is the glorious re- 
volution of 1688, N 


Major Doyle Major Dov LE. — Mr. Speaker, not having known any thing 

ſupports the of my right honourable friend's motion until a few minutes 

* before it was made, I had no intention of troubling you upon 
the ſubject, nor did 1 conceive it poſſible that any oppoſition 
could be given to a motion of ſo much humanity and expedi- 
ency, conveyed in tetms of ſuch marked moderation and pru- 
dence; but as I find that theſe have not been able to protect 
it from violent oppoſition, even where it became indelicacy to 
interfere, I ſhall make a very few obſervations on the arguments, 
or rather obſervations uſed againſt it: And firſt, Sir, the right 
honourable the Secretary ſays, he has no information, by 
which he can know that the preſent mode of collecting tithes 
is conſidered by the people as oppreſſive. Surely he muſt for- 
get that theſe very two petitions 'from the Southern counties, 
preſented early in the ſeſſions in the moſt conſtitutional and 
reſpeQful manner by their repreſentatives, praying an inveſti- 
gation of the ſubje&, as being a real, or at leaſt, ſuppoſed 
grievance ; and an honourable baronet, a county member of 
the South, tells you his conſtituents would have made a ſimi- 
lar petition, but that he prevented them, as at that time there 
were riots in his county. I know not in what manner the 
right honourable gentleman can expect information—he has had 
it in a legal conſtitutional way, by petition—he has had it in 
an illegal unconſtitutioual way by riot and clamour, and yet 
he is ſtill ignorant of it, and declares that he is reſolved to con- 
tinue ſo. A laudable determination: Again, Sir, the riotous 
behaviour of the peaſantry in the South is urged as an argu- 
ment, (poor wretched worms who turn becaule they are trod 
upon); but this is completely anſwered by the motion itſelf, 
which declares, as a fine qua non, that the country mult be in 
a Cate of perfect tranquillity before any inveſtigation ſhall take 
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place; and when it ſhall be fo, ſurely all arguments dray 
from its being in a contrary ſtate muſt fall to the ground. The 
impracticability of any commuration for tithes is ſtongly inſiſted 
upon. The motion only begs you will at a future peaceful pe- 
riod ſee whether it is impracticable; I do not conceive it by 
any means to be fo, which I ſhall endeavour to prove when the 
ſubject comes fairly before the Houſe, at preſent it would be 
premature. | . 
Doubtleſs every plan may be liable to objections; but from 
the collective wiſdom of the legiſlature a plan may be formed 
which ſball benefit both the clergyman and the peaſant. Again 
it is argued, that though a commutation might not be imprac- 
ticable, yet it is highly inexpedient. That I deny, every man 
muſt know that the peaſantry in the South are in a diſtreſſed 
ſtate; it has been admitted on all hands, except indeed by an 
honourable member, who has found them in as happy and con- 
tented a ſtate as thoſe of their claſs in England, or elſewhere z 
bur as this is unfortunately a ſingle exception to the general 
ſenſe of the Houſe, I ſhall ſtill conſider them as wretched. It 
is known that they complain of the preſent mode of collecting 
tithes, as a grievance z or on the other hand, the reſident cler- 
py in the South complain that their ſituation is rendered very 
miſerable, that they cannot receive their right, and that they 
are ill treated in demanding it. Now, Sir, 1 aſk any man, is 
it eligible to continue 4 ſyſtem which is oppreflive and injuri- 
ous to all the parties it may operate upon ? Would it not be 
wiſe to try if you could deviſe a better one? If you do not 
| ſucceed, you will be no worſe than you were, with the merit 
of having aimed at being better. I cruſt this motion will be 
agreed to, as I am convinced it will be the means of reſtoring 
| tranquillity to the country. It will give contentment to the 
peaſantry and ſecurity in perſon and property to the clergymen, 
which every honeſt man muſt wiſh them to have in the fulleſt 
extent. It is better forthe clergyman to receive an aſcertained 
eſtabliſhed income, paid chearfully, as will be the conſequence 
of this meaſure, than to be obliged to enforce with an army at 
his back an undefined, precarious, obſolete claim of right, as 
may be the conſequence of another meaſure. ' I oppoſed that, 
and ſhall vote for this, becauſe I wiſh to prove by ſomething _ 
more than words, that I am as anxious to protect the pro- 
perty of the clergy, as I am to relieve the diſtelles of the poor 
people. : | 


Mr. Bus ut ſaid he was of opinion that the motion was li- Mr. Buike. 
able to two objections. It would have the appearance of ca- = 
pitulating with inſurgents, who were not even yet thoroughly 
juppteſſed, and it would feed them with hopes which would 
not be fully realized, eyen if every thing propoſed were to be 


live 
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paſſed into a law. His right honourable friend had firſt in- 
tended only to have a converſation on the ſubjeR, and to make 
no motion; he wiſhed him to return to that idea; for as it 
was the univerſal ſenſe of the Houſe to paſs no law of redreſs this 
ſeſſion, he gained nothing in point of time by bringing forward 
any relolutions at preſent. At the fame time he differed from the 
Attorney General, who aſcribed all the diſtreſſes of the poor 
to the middie-men between them and their landlords. He 
thought both the middle-men in land, and the middle-men in 
tithes, were oppreſſors of the poor, and that he could ſtate 
many grievances occaſioned by tithe-farmers, which he thought 
could be redrefſed without ſhaking the conſtitution in either 
ftate or church. But as the time for remedying thoſe evils 
was poſtponed to the next ſeſſions of parliament by common 

| conſent, he thought it better not to ſtate them at preſent. He 
ſaid, it was for the intereſt of the clergy themſelves to come 
forward with a plan to rectify what was exceptionable, and 
that we ſhould be careful not to alcribe to the nature of our 
common people thoſe faults which were only the reſult of 
their condition, Very ſeditious, he confetſed, they have 
been, and very dirty they are, but not more ſo than Camden 
deicribes the Engliſh to have been in the reign of Elizabeth, By 
the effect of the common laws, the people about him were grown 
extremely induſtrious, and as they acquired property, they 
became attached to the laws of the land. 


The Attor- The ATToRNev GENERAL (aid that he did not repreſent 
meyGeacral. the poverty of the people with a view to ridicule them—he had 
the moſt ſincere Compailion for them. 


Mr. Buſhes, Mr. Bus He explained, that he knew the humanity and libe- 
rality ofthe right honourable member too well ever to have 
thought otherwiſe, He did not think he had faid any thing 

importing the contrary, and ceitainly did not mean te do ſo. 


Mr. W. Mr. W. Topp Joxts.—lf the gentlemen of the South had 
Todd Jones not extended the riot bill to my peaceful province, and involved 
_ votes tor the Ulſter in the penalties of their delinquency, I thould have con- 

xefolution fined myſelf on the prefent queſtion to a fingle affirmative : 

but general as that bill has been made, and voting as J did for 
its committal, I thould be guilty of injuſtice to my conſtituents 
and to my countrymen did 1 now refule my aſſent to a meaſure 

of relief and mercy. | 
It was the general plea of this Houſe, for the committal of 
the riot act, tuat no man ought to oppole a bill whote title 
was ** jo reſtote tranquility to the South.” And what man 
can now vote againſt a reſolution whole object is an enquiry 
inco the grievances of the South? Free governments ought to 
@vLor the influence of fear, and ought to rule through the 
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confidence and attachment of the governed, and while they 
bring chaſtiſement in one hand, ought to offer relief and pto- 
tection in the other. 

It was judiciouſly obſerved by a reſpected friend of mine 
[Major Doyle] in a former debate, that the language of this 
Houle too often had been, if the people are filent they have no 
grievance, if they murmur they - ought to be chaſtiſed; and 
ſuch ſeems the only mode of arguing on which this reſolution 
can be oppoſed. 

One county member objects to the motion, becauſe a Ca- 
| tholic clergyman has publiſhed a pamphlet: and the right 
honourable Secretary combats the principle of the reſolution 7» 
late, becauſe it has never come as a grigvance, confiitutional}y, 
before the Houſe : but, Sir, are there not petitions from Kil- 
kenny and other counties, explicitly praying an enquiry into 
tithes ? | Es 

Sir, the reſolution is a meaſure of peace, brought forward 
by an illuſtrious perſon as another gift to his parent kingdom, 
which already ſtands indebted to him for a conſtitution—and 
ſituated in the humble public ſtation I am, comparatively with 
him, I bleſs my God that it has fallen in my time to purſue his 
path, and at a due diſtance follow him, the tutelar deity of my 
country, in his diſpenſations of mercy. Juſtice ro my own 
province, and humanity to the South, demand my fupport of 
this reſolution 3 and that I ſhall afford it, though I ſhould ſtand 
alone, like my firſt parents in their ſtate of innocence, naked, 
but not aſhamed. | 


Mr. Bu R rON ConyNGHAm faid he confidered the motion Mr. Barton 
as a thing which the right honourable mover was not very uſed Comng- 


to bring forward—an half motion. He thought it very poſſible 
and very praQicable to adopt a better mode for the maintenance 
of the clergy than that now in uſe, and was not alarined at the 
idea of diſcufling a ſubject that for ſo many years had cauſed 
uneaſineſs in the country. Gentlemen, he ſaid, ſeemed to 
torget, that when the payment of the clergy by tithes in kind 
was inſtituted, the landlord was alſo paid in kind, The clergy 
were paid by the produce of the land, to be conſumed upon 
the land, and the landlord was alfo paid by the produce for the 
uſe of his land. He could not, he ſaid, admit that the high 
price of lands was the cauſe of the diſturbances z he knew that 
they exiſted where rents were by no means exorbitant. He 
thought it injudicious in a country like this to tax improvement, 
and as to the common people, he believed they were at leaſt 
as good as the {ame clats in any other nation in Europe, almoſt 
all of which he had viſited. I he way to make them better was 
to give them prolitable employment; for as they encteaſed in 
wealth, they certainly would in reſpect for the law > however, 
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be did not think it neceſſary to preſs the motion forward. He 
hoped the converſation which had, paſſed would anſwer as well, 
and therefore he joined in requeſting the right honourable gen- 
tleman to withdraw it. a e 

Sr Hercules Sir HercuLEs LANC ISH ſaid that he ſhould not, on an 

Langriſke. occaſion in which there ſeemed to be ſo little difference of 
opinion, have given the Houſe the trouble of hearing any ſen- 
timents he could offer, were it not in the recollection of ſome 
gentlemen that he had formerly taken the liberty to lay ſome 
propoſitions before parliament on the ſubject of tithes. It was 
true that many years ago, under the ardour, and poſſibly the 
error of youth, he was induced to offer to this Houſe ſome 
opinions on that ſubject. That thoſe opinions were very pro- 
bably with juſtice diſapproved by the Houſe, but they were 
Certainly with much injuſtice miſrepreſented abroad : That he 
never was raſh or unjuſt enough to interfere with the rights of 
the clergy, or diffurb an ancient title that was rooted in the 
laws, and ſtrengthened and confirmed by the growth of cen- 
turies: That he then conſidered, and always ſhould, the cler- 

intitled by law to the tenth part of the produce of the land, 

dy, 2 title precedent to that of any proprietor, jnheritor, or 

purchaſer of the land itſelf: That their proportion, like that 
of the proprietor, was originally not only payable but actually 
paid in kind z but that for common convenience both the one 
and the other were commuted for a ſtipulated fum of money: 

That hè then thought it within the polſibility of human wiſ- 

dom to deviſe ſome means whereby chis ſum at leaſt might be 

brought info the pocket of the clergyman with leſs difficulty 
and leſs controverſy : That the quantum ſhould be leſs ambr- 
guous : That the ſum to be paid being more equally and uni- 
verſally divided would be leſs felt: That the parſon might 
receive more and the people pay leſs : That this contribution 
ſhould not fall on the induſtrious excluſively, but that induſtry 
might call upon idleneſs for her aſſiſtance; and that a protection 
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might be found againſt the change of times and value of money, ſ 
by a relation to ſome commodity which was a meaſure of the f 
value of money. But whether theſe ideas were practicable or ! 
prudent, or viſionary or vain, it was not for him to determine; ( 
nor could it, or ought it to be the queſtion of this day.— c 
Whether the temperate wiſdom of peaceable times may be able. T 
in future to ſuggeſt any thing of mutual benefit on this ſubject t 
he was not ſznguine enough to aſſert, nor contident enough to, t 
deny; but in the pieſent condition of the times, when the 
public peace was difturbed, when the laws were violated, and . 
the clergy plundered in their rights and property, it was 2 , 
tubje& that ought not to be touched upon. He would not. q 


looſen the root of the tree, even to tranſplant it into a richer s 
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foil, at the time when it was attacked on all ſides, and ſhaken 
by ſtorms and by hurricanes z but at all events, he would not 

tranſplant it without the conſent of the owner. That whatever 

wholeſome regulations the wiſdom of fortunate and ſettled times 

may deviſe on this ſubject, muſt be adjuſted with the conſent 
and communication of the clergy—a ſet of men whoſe intereſts, 
whoſe learning, and whoſe moderation give them a right, a 
diſpoſition, and a capacity to aſſiſt in any buſineſs of this 

kind. That as for the rights of the clergy, they have, in 

common with all other parts of the community, a right to claini 

protection of their lawful property; and if there were any, 

who above all others had a peculiar claim, it was the proteſtant 
clergy. A proteſtant eſtabliſhment was not ſettled without a 

revolution, and cannot be ſhaken without ſhaking the princi- 

ples of that glorious revolution to which we owe our religion 

and liberty; and you cannot ſupport a proteſtant eſtabliſhment 

without ſupporting its miniſters. That, ſenſible of this neceſ- 
ſty, and alarmed with the outrages that had been committed 
azainſt them, the parliament has directed its fole attention to 
ſuppreſs theſe tumults, to vindicate the laws, and to protect 

in their legal rights this reſpeQable part of the community. 
You would not enquire into the cauſes, becauſe you would 

not ſuppoſe that any cauſe could juſtify an open violation of 
hw, or infringement on the rights of men. The right ho- 
nourable member admitted, that he would not therefore do any 
thing deciſive on the ſubjeQ this ſeſſion; and that admiſſion is 
as ſtrong an argument why we ſhould not covenant any thing 
this ſeſhon. If you were to agree in this reſolution, it would 
unavoidably be mi ſconſtrued, and ſuppoſed to imply a parley 
with outrage, a compromiſe with ſedition. Nothing could be 

ſo injurious to the public peace, or diſgraceful to the dignity 

of parliament, as ſuch a ſuppoſition, and therefore I cannot 

agree with the reſolution propoſed. 


Mr. GzoxGe Ponsonay ſaid as a petition had been pre- Mr. George 
ſented from the county of Kilkenny, and as every thing relative Ponſonby. 


to that county deferved his attention, he would enter into the 
lubject. He requeſted the right honourable gentleman to with- 
draw his motion, or he muſt vote for the order of the day; in 
doing which he hoped he would not be deemed wanting in 
reſpect for him. He was convinced there never was, nor that 
there is not, nor ever would be a man who had more at heart 
the proſperity of his country. | 


Mr. CnaxlLes O'Ne1liL faid he did believe the people Mr. Charles 
were oppreſſed, and therefore he never would ſhut his ears O'Neul. 


againſt their complaints. Every member of the Houſe had not 
the ſame information or the ſame materials to form his opinion 
of the queſtion—it was not by reading an inflammatory pam- 
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phlet, or by the information of intereſted men, that any perſon 
could judge in this very delicate buſineſs, it was neceſſary to 
have reſided among the poor diſtreſſed people, to know their 
grievances. Oppreiſive the tithes certainly were when the 
legal right was drawn, but it frequently happened that the 
clergy did not ſtop there. The gentleman, it was true, paid 


whatever he chote, but this the clergy made up upon the mi- 


ſerable cottager. As to tithing turf, he agreed with the 
Attorney General, that it was utterly unlawful, and fo were 
many other demands, yet ſome people would not have parlia- 
ment to meddle with tithes at all, and tho” they did not poſ- 


_ tively ſay they were of divine right, yet they were ſomething 


above human capacity to regulate. However, there were many 
liberal-minded clergymen, who themſelves wiſhed for a com- 
mutation, and until that was accompliſhed, he verily believed 
there would be perpetual bickerings between the clergy and 
the people, to the injury of both, and the utter deſtruction of 
every religious principle. | | 

Hie obſerved that the clergy need not be fo very fearful of 
ſubmitting their cauſe ta that Houle, for it had given ample 
proofs of its diſpoſition to protect them, When the ground on 
which great part of the city of Dublin ſtands, inſtead of corn 
became covered with houtes, parliament interfered on behalf 
of the clergy, and gave them much more than a compenſation 
in money, which he thought was ſomewhat better than leaving 
them to collect the tenth pot of geranĩ ums from the ladies cham- 
ber windows. 


Mr. Browne. Mr. Bxowne (of the College) faid he did not believe the 


diſtreſſes of the people to be as great as repreſented. He had 


taken ſome pains to make enquiries, and did not believe the 
poor people of this country were fo much worſe off than thoſe 
of England, as ſome gentlemen imagined, with reſpect to 
cloathing or food z with reſpect to habitation they were, but 
that was not a grievance felt by them, with whom cleanlineſs 
was no conſideration. But, at all events, every man mult 
confeſs their ſtate was improving every day, and they never 
had been leſs diſtretſed than during the late plentiful ſeaſon, fo 
that the riots could not be accounted for on that footing. 

He aſked if it was hard to pay tithe for potatoes, was it not 
equally as hard to pay rent for them ? But of what is rent of 
tithe to be paid? durely out of the produce of the grounds, 
whatever it may be. I hat will differ in different countries 3 
and in ſome parts of Munſter, if tithe was not to be paid for 
potatoes, no tithe would be paid at all. The fame arguments 
would go to prove that no tithe ſhould be paid for wheat where 
bread was the common food of the country. | 
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As to the quantity of tithe, the utmoſt which had been ſaid 
was, that ſixtcen ſhillings tithe had been paid for potatoes pet 
acre z the uſual tithe was certainly fix or eight ſhillings. But 
ſuppoſing it ſixteen, it did not come near the real value, for it 
was a bad acre of potatoes which was not worth above ten 
pounds, ſome worth twenty, 
As to men diſtraining for tithe, or picketting the farmer, as 
had been aſſerted, if any ſuch thing was done, (which he had 
never heatd of before) it was not done under the law of tithes, 
but againſt all law whatſoever, and therefore was irrelative to 
the preſent queſtion. | 
Theſe things he urged, he ſaid, without giving his opinion 
whether commutation was right or not, but merely to ſhew that 
there did not exiſt any oppreſſion which called for ſuch a com- 
mutation. He was againſt the motion however at preſent, 
as premature, derogatory to the dignity of parliament, and 
tending to encourage the people to oppoſe the preſent ſy ſtem of 
tithes, and to think it oppreſſive when it was not fo. 


Sir James CoTTEx ſaid he did not intend to trouble the sir James 
Houſe, had it not been afferted by an honourable gentleman on Cotter. 
the other ſide, that the diſturbances in the South had ceaſed, 
and particularly in the county of Cork, He had received au- 
thentic information, that notices had been poſted within theſe 
few days on different Chapels, threatening thoſe who ſhould 
take lands, unleſs they remained untenanted for three years, 
with the ſevereſt puniſhment. He ſaid that gentlemen had 
deviated much from the ſubje& before the Houſe, The queſ- 


. tion was not, as ſome gentlemen ſeemed to ſuppoſe, whether 
4 turf was tithable—whether a commutation was neceſſary or 
8 proper or whether tithes was the cauſe of the diſturbances 
1 or what elſe was? The queſtion is, whether having entered 
1 into a reſolution which was thought neceſſary to ſupport the 
50 dignity of this Houſe, that coercive meaſures ſhould be adopt- 
& ed, you ſhould at once relinquiſh the principle on which that 
5 reſolution was founded, by adopting the one now offered by 
A the right honourable gentleman to your conſideration ? Whe— 
ther having in conſequence of that reſolution paſſed ſome 
1 lalutary acts, and intending to bring forward others for the 
. reſtoration of the public peace, they ſhould ſtop ſhort, as if on 
* the brink of a precipice, and enter into a negociation with an 
40 armed banditti, who are at this moment acting as if they defied 
for the power of parliament. He ſaid, at the opening of the 
nts leſſion the Houſe had the choice of two modes, either to ac- 
ete knowledge their inability to ſuppreſs thoſe riots, or to endea- 5 


Your by gentle and perſuaſive means to entice the rioters toreturn 
to a ſenſe of their duty; in which caſe the reſolution propoſed 
by the right honourable gentleman would have been a proper 
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one; or elſe, in a manly and decided manner, to affert their 


own dignity, and to tell thoſe people, that they muſt become 


amenable to the laws, not through hopes of reward, but from 


the fear of that puniſhment which he hoped ever will accon- 


pany the violation of them. The Houſe had adopted the 
latter mode, and he was ſure gentlemen would act with con- 
ſiſtency, and not relinquiſh the principle which they had acted 
on from the beginning of the ſeſſion to that day. As to any 
matter being brought forward at a future day, tor the relief of 
the people, in the manner ſpoken of by the right honourable 
gentleman, it was impoihble for him to ſay how it would be 
proper for him to vote, as it would depend a good deal on the 
ſtate of the country at that time. | | 


Mr. Kearney ſaid that though gentlemen differed as to the 
propriety of the Houſe binding itfelf at preſent by a conditional 
reſolution, of which, he muſt own, that he had ſome doubts, 
notwithſtanding his having the ſtrongeſt, prejudices in favour of 
every thing. which came from one who had rendered ſuch very 


eſſential ſervices to his country, as the mover of this reſolution 


had done; yet he was glad to find that the Houſe had almoſt 


"unanimouſly concurred in opinion, that if it was poſſible to 


ſecure a certain, ample, and honourable maintenance for that 
moſt refpeQable body, the clergy of the eſtabliſhed church, in 
lieu of the very uncertain, inconvenient, and difagreeable one 
they have at preſent, they would render the clergy an eſſential 
fervice, at the ſame time that they would remove what has 


been, on all hands, allowed'to be a great clog on agriculture 


and induſtry, to encourage which ought to be the great objects 
of every wile legiſlatute. He appealed to the common tenſe 
of every man, whether exempting all the rich pafture grounds 
in-the kingdom from contributing any thing to the ſupport of 
the clergy, and laying the entire burden on -the poor and 
middling grounds, where the product depended on great exer- 
tion of labour, induſtry, and ſkill, can be ſupported on any 


principle of reaſon, juſtice, and ſound policy. If not, ſaid be, 


why continue it ? He was free to own that he did not ſupport 
any thing merely for its antiquity, it muſt have ſomething elſe 
to recominend it to him; for he well knew that ſome of the 
moſt abſurd, ill-founded opinions which ever entered into the 
human mind, may plead a very high antiquity. Upon the 
whole, he was inclined to think that it would be better to 
poſtpone entering into any reſolution at preſent, 


Mr. Cuxx an ſupported the reſolution as indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary at the preſent junQture—the circumſtance of the time 
made it neceſſary. The diſturbance of the public tranquility, 
and the light in which ſome gentlemen thought proper to re- 
preſent that diſturbance, had brought upon this Country a law 
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of pains and penalties ſevere beyond all example of any former 
period. We ſhould have remembered that the offence was local 
and partial, but that the cauſes of ſuch offence were univerſal. 


The very offence, therefore, ſhould have turned our attention 


to thoſe cauſes—the abject and miſerable ſtate of the peaſantry 
of Ireland. But, faid he, the right honourable Secretary de- 
clares he is a ſtranger. to their diſtreſſes; that they have not 
petitioned this Houſe ; that if they did offer petitions, he 
would reje& them ; that he will not conſent to any change in 
the conſtitution z and that, therefore, he will not hold out any 
hope that the diſtreſſes of the poor of this kingdom ſhall ever 


be conſidered by parliament, He faid he was happy to find 


that the tight honourable gentleman had ſo good an excuſe for 
language 10 little conſiſtent with either wiſdom or humanity, 
in that ignorance of the ſtate of this country which he ſo often- 
tatiouſly got up to declare. He was happy too to find, that 
the only man in the Houſe, who was a ſtranger to their miſery, 
was alſo a ſtranger to their intereſt and their country; yet he 
owned, he ſaid, he was ſurpriſed to find the right honourable 
gentleman ſo ready to believe their offences, and yet ſuch a 
ſtrariger to their ſufferings, when he recollected that both had 
been ſtated to the Houſe at the ſame moment, and by the ſame 
perſon. —But the right honourable gentleman will not parley 
with their mutiny.— Were the kingdom really in that ſtate 


of inſurreQion, which can be the only fact on which ſuch an 


argument could be founded, he doubted much if the right 
honourable gentleman had nerves to hold ſuch a language; but 
if the fact was notoriouſly falſe, what does the aſſertion come 
to ? Becauſe a few have offended, we are afraid to tell the 
whole body of the people, that when tranquility ſhall be 
reſtored, we will conſider their grievances. This may be re- 
conciled, ſaid he, with that utter ignorance which the right 
honourable gentleman has been ſo anxious to diſplay z but for 
this Houſe to give Weight to fuch reaſoning, would be to ſay, 
that we were deterred from ſpeaking the language of truth and 
. Juſtice by a paltry panic, which the magnanimity of parliament 
could not entertain, or its wiſdom confeſs; But mean as the 
idea is, the honourable gentleman has brought it forward, and 
has reduced you to the neceſſity of finking under the imputa- 
tion, or of diſclaiming it by concurring in this reſolution.— 
The honourable gentleman ought to kngw, that the people 
have a conſtitutional right to have their grievances conſidered 
and redreſſed by their repreſentatives 5 but the honourable 
gentleman had; by an unfortunate alacrity in declaring his 
lentiment, filled the mind of the nation with difmay on that 
ſubjea, They would naturally have hoped, that when the 
application of an unuſual legiſlative ſecurity had reſtored the 
peace of the public, we _— liſten to the call of duty and 
5 5 
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Mr. Curran compaſſion, and take their calamity into conſideration at a 


On tit hes. 


proper time; but the honourable gentleman could not let the 
riot act pals without accompanying it with an expreſs diſavowal 
of all intention to alleviate, or even at any period, however 
diſtant, to deign to liſten to theit complaints. 

Sir, faid he, when a right honourable gentleman of ſo much 
conſequence comes forward wantonly'to toll out the knell cf 
ſeparation to the people, it becomes the duty of every man to 
diſclaim all participation in ſo abominable a ſentiment, The 
refoluticn is neceſſary even to the execution of the law that we 
paſſed; for who, ſaid he, are the objects of it ? he whole 
penſantry of the South. And who are to execute it? That 
very body of men in the claſs above them, who have been re- 
pretented as adverſe to the right of the clergy, and ſaid to have 
connived at theſe offences. If, then, you make both thoſe 


claſſes of the people detperate on the ſubject, do you hope 


that the law can ever be executed? ] am, therefore, as a friend 
to the clergy, in this point of view, a friend to the reſolution, 

But, ſaid he, gentlemen will not conſent tv an innovation 
in the conſtitution, The gentleman ought to reflect that if 
that argument has not prevailed againſt the introduction of 


enormous penalties into our law, it can ſcarcely be an objec- 


tion to any rational plan for removing the diſtreſs of the people. 
"The geptleman, ſaid he, had probably taken his ideas of in- 


| ovation from a ſchool in which the principles of Iriſh admini- 


ſtration were founded on an uniform ſyſtem of plunder and 


oppreſſion. But whatever might be the idea of an Engliſh 


Secretary, this Honſe muſt be too wiſe to ſay that inveterate 
evils can receive any ſanction from length of time. A change 
for the better is not innovation, it is reformation, it is reno- 
vation. 8 

As to the idea of commutation, he ſaid, he could not think 
it would be found impracticable; as for his part, he ſaid, he 
had no idea of ſtripping the clergy of their legal rights, or of 
making any change that would not ſerve them, as well as eaſe 
the people. To ſuch an alteration he was ſure they were too 
wiſe to make any objection; but if they were ſo miſtaken as to 
make an ill-adviſed oppoſition, ſuggeſted only by miſtake, and 
petſevered in this obſtinacy, the wiſdom of the legiſlature 
ought not to ſuffer an oppoſition of that kind to ſtand in the 
way of their own ſolid intereſts and thoſe of the community. 

He ſaid the reſolution was objected to as containing no ſpe- 
cific plan of any kind; that he thought an argument ſtrongly 
in its favour, To pledge himſelf to any thing ſpecific, with- 
out a thorough examination, might be pledging himſelf to te- 
merity—to impoſſibility z but he had no objection to pledge 
himſelf to give the complaints of the people a patient hearing, 
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and to give them effeCtual relief in ſuch way as on a perfect Mr. Curra: 
inveſtigation might be found juſt and practicable; that was only on tithes. 
pledging himſelf to the right of the people, and the duty of 
their repreſentatives. | | 

He thought there remained other renſons to ſew the expe- 
diency of the reſolution, though the miſery of the people had 
produced only a local outrage, the inconfiderate zeal of indi- 
viduals had raiſed a general ferment. He aid, it was difficult 
and delicate to ſpeak any thing on this ſuhj-&, peculiarly fo 
to him, Who, he knew, had been groſsly niſrepreſcnted as an 
enemy to the rights of the church. He difclaimed the charge 
—he reſpeQted the clergy. He would never hear of any at- 
tempt to injure their legal rights. He loved their religion 
there was only one religion under heaven which he loved more 
than the proteſtant; but he confeſſed there was one,—the 
Chriſtian religion. But as the ſubject had been forced into 
the debate, he could not help ſaying that he thought it incum- 
bent on the Houſe to ſhew themſelves untainted by the intole- 
rant principles of certain publications. In doing fo he was 
perſuaded they would perfectly concur with the reſpected au- 


| 
j thor of one of them. He was ſatisfied that good and pious 
f man had long ſince regretted the precipitate publication of thoſe 
- haſty ſentiments, and rejoiced that their natural tendency had 
. been happily fruſtrated by the good ſenſe of the public. But 
- he faw no reaſon, he ſaid, for introducing the name of his 
- adverſary as a ſubject of cenfure in that Houſe. He ſaid Mr. 
d O'Leary was, to his knowledge, a man of the moſt innocent 
In and amiable ſimplicity of manners in private life. The reflec- 
te tion of twenty years in a cloiſter had ſeverely regulated his 
ge paſſions, and deeply informed his underſtanding. As to his 
o- talents, they were public; and, he believed, his right reve- 
tend antagoniſt had fougd himſelf overmatched in him as a 
nk controvetſialiſt. In this inſtance it was juſt that he ſhould feel 
he his ſuperiority. It was the ſuperiority not of genius only, but 
of of truth, of the merits of the reſpective cauſes. It was the 
aſe ſuperiority of defence over aggreſſion. It was the victory of 
too a man, ſeeing the miſeries of his country, like a philoſopher 
3 £0 and a tolerating chriſtian, and lamenting them like a fellow 
and ſubject, obtained over an adverſary who was unfortunately led 
ture away from his natural gentienets and candour, either not to 
the {ze thoſe miſeties, or to reptetent them through à fallacious - 
7 medium. lt is a vittory in which he was perfuaded the van- 
{pe- quiſhed rejoiced, and of which the victor rather bewailed the 
ngly occaſion than exulted in the atchievement. He was ſorry that 
vith- theſe ſubjects ſhouid be introduced into a debate of this kind, 
o te- but as they were, he thought it were to ſhew the public that 
edge we were not inflamed againft our fellow-tubjeQs by that perle- 
ling, cating and ſuſpicious ſpirit which had been relinquiſhed, even 


2 


— 


358 


| Mr. Cie. 


oF” 


PARLIAMENTARY [Maxcs 1, 


by thoſe who firſt caught and incautiouily endeavoured to pro- 
pagate the infeQion. He ſaid he was againſt withdrawing the 
reſolution ; if it were withdrawn, the people might ſuſpect the 
ſincerity of thoſe who ſupported it, or be ignorant how many 
gentlemen of that Houſe felt compaſſion for their diſtreſs, and 
were anxious to relieve them; he would therefore heartily give 
his ſupport to the reſolution. It would, he hoped, remote 
the ill imp refſion of hat tlie right honourable Secretary tad, 
perhaps, rather incautiouſly ſpoken, and what others had a5 
Incautionſly written. It would prevent the people from being 
worried into deſpair ; it would adopt the wile policy of every 
free government, cf deterring outrage by puniſkment, and en- 
couraging obedience by reward; it. would ſhew the people 
that they had repreſentatives by whom neither their miſconduct 
could be overlooked, nor their grievances forgotten. — 


Mr. Ox pE.—I hardly think it neceſſary to be under any 
anxiety at what has fallen from the honourable member; yet 


while I maintain the truth and force of the arguments I made 


uſe of, I would not have the nature of them miſunderſtood. 
I am repreſented to have ſaid, that I never would have theſe 
complaints made the ſubject of diſcuſſion. I beg the Houle to 


recollect with what reaſons I prefaced this opinion—1I faid 1 


would not now, and under the preſent circumſtances of the 


country, bring myſelf to think it right at this day to declare, 
that even at any future time they thauld be made the ſub- 


ject of diſcuſſioa.—Sir, I have always ſaid it would be a libel 


on this Houſe to ſay that we would not liſten to the complaints 


ef the people, properly referred. I have always faid that every 


The Sec re- 
tary of State. 


member of this Houſe has a right to bring forward whatever 
ſubjects may be deemed wile and prudent to diſcuſs, arid that 
nobody would be more ready to attend to them than I would 


The SecxeTARY or STATE ſaid that having juſt paſſed 
a law for the ſuppreilion of riot and difogder, it would not be 
very wiſe to follow it with a refolution which had ſomewhat 
the appearance of cajoling the people into obedience. He 


' apologized forthe expretiior, but certainly it would have that 


appearance, Ir was ſar ing, good people, we ate conſcious 
that we cannot enforce our law, but if you will be fo conde- 
ſcending as to obey it, then we will go into the ſubject 
of tithes. 5 „ 5 | 
Io the learned gentleman [Mr. Curran] who had argued as 
if parliament would never at any time liften to the grievances 
of the people, he ſaid, that nothing which had fallen could 
be tortured into that meaning; but to. give any hope that 
might tend to keep tumult alive, he thought would be cruel to 
the miſguided people; and whatever the learned gentleman 


fl! a 


might ſay on the ſubject of humanity, he would ever think 
that man the moſt humane who, with greateſt firmneſs, en- 
forced obedience to the laws, _ 

He begged leave to enforce one obſervation :—The gen- 
tlemen in the part of the country in which riots had pre- 
vailed had all, to one or two, expreſſed their diſapprobation 
of the reſolution, fearing that it might do miſchief. Theſe 
gentlemen were ſurely moſt deeply. intereſted in the conſe- 
quences of it, and if even carried unanimouſly, they feared it 

would do injury. He ſubmitted whether ſome regard ought 
not to be paid to their opinion ? | 


Mr. Bzooke ſaid he thought the ſubject of tithes muſt at Mr. Brooke, 
ſome time be taken up; but he did not think that time juſt the 
preſent, and wiſhed to have the motion withdrawn. g 


Mr. Gx AT TAN ſaid the ſubject had been agitated in ſuch a Mr. Grattan. 
variety of different ways, and oppoſed by ſo many gentlemen, bo 
that even at that late hour of the night he felt himſelf under | 
the neceſſity of making ſome obſervations ; and at the ſame 
time he aſſured the Houſe that nothing but a conviction of the 
propriety of the motion could make him reſiſt the wiſhes of ſo 
many gentlemen, whom perſonally he loved and reſpected ; * 
but he would appear a very light, man ſhould he, by with- 

| drawing the motion, give any ground to ſuppoſe that he had 

| taken up the ſubject without the moſt mature conſideration, or 
that he would hazard ſuch a motion without duly conſidering 

| its conſequences. This was not the caſe; and therefore it 

; was not the ſmallneſs of the minority in which he might be 

[ found that would induce him to relinquiſh a meaſure arifing 

r from juſtice, mercy, and true policy. The only effect a de- 

t feat on the preſent occaſion could. proguee was, to confirm 

i him in a reſolution of doing in the next. ſeſlion that which the 
fituation of the church and the people both required. He had 


4 the utmoſt veneration, love and reſpect for the church, which 
K he was determined to prove, not by words only, but by ads. 
i He had heard, indeed, very plauſible profeſſions of regard to 


the church; but while they remained mere words, unaccom- 


a panied by deeds, he ſhould pay little regard ta them. He was 

a determined to prove his affection to the church by his actions, 

bs by fecuring her miniſters ig an honourable affluent indepen- 

& dence, and by removing every caufe of diſpute that could en- 
danger their perſons or properties, | IT : 

8 He could have wiſhed that government had not taken any 


part in the buſineſs. He could not ſee what an Engliſh cabi- 
14 net, or an Iriſh Secretary had to do with it. The gentlemen 
of the country knew beſt their owa ſituation ; it ſhould there- 
fore have been left to them. On the riot-bill the Houſe had 
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reſolved themſelves into a committee on that part of the Lord 
Lieutenant's ſpeech which reſpected the diſturbances ; they did 
not, however, examine at all whether there were any diſturban- 
ces, but they adopted a meaſure more adapted to an adult ſedi- 
tion than to the ſuppreſſion of a flying peatantry, However, as 


miniſters were reſponſible for the quiet of the country, the 


meaſure was agreed to; but having done ſo, it certainly was 
now neceſſary to enquire into the diſtreſſes of the people—to 
enquire into their grievances after they had become coerced 
into obedience—after it has been declared by ſome of the firſt 
officers of the ſtare, and allowed by every one, that they were 
bowed down with miſery, and ground to powder with oppreſ- 


fion ;—after we had paſſed a law to ſhoot, and to hang, and 


to whip, and to baniſh, and to impriſon them, could it be 
thought too ſoon to enquire into their grievances? Ir might, 
indeed, be too late, but the dignity of parliament would be 
injured. And how has the right honourable gentleman main- 
tained that dignity ? By ſealing up the lips of the majority, 
and pronouncing his vete againit compaſſion. I ſhould have 
wiſhed, continued he, he had not roſe, or that the imperial 
veto had not ſealed up the ſprings of humanity. 

It has been faid that the exoneration of potatoes from tithe 
would be of no advantage to the poor. Where have gentle- 
men learned this doctrine? Certainly not in the report ot Lord 
Carhampton. Or will they ſay that taking ſixteen ſhillings an 
acre off potatoes is no benefit to the miſerable man who de- 
pends on them as his only food ? 1 - 

It has been admitted that ſome tithes are illegal, ſuch as thoſe 
pn turf, and the poor man is adviſed. to inſtitute a lawſuit for 
relief. Are gentlemen ſerious when they give this advice ? or 
will they point out, how the man who earns five pence à day is 
to cope with the wealthy cithe-farmer who oppreſſes him? 

It has been ſaid we ſhould not pay any regard to people in a 
ſtate of reſiſtance that it would be derogatory to the dignity 
of parliament, and that they ſhould apply in proper form. 
laugh, ſaid he, at this hoity toity kind of language; there can 
never be a time when it is improper for the legiſlature to do 
juftice. 

The queſtipn was then put for going into the order of the 
day, (to ſuperſede Mr, Grattan's motion) and it was carried 
without a diviſion. 4 | 


— 
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t was ordered, that an engroſſed bill from the lords, in- 
titled an act ro amend an act, intitled an act to amend the 
laws for the encouragement of planting timber trees, be now 
read ; | | k | 


And the bill being read, it was reſolved nem. con. that the 
ſaid bill be rejected. 


The right honourable Mr. Masod preſented to the Houſe, Mr. Maſon. 
according to order, a bill for granting the ſum of $0501. to the 
Dublin Society, for the purpoſes therein mentioned; which 


was received and read the, firſt time. 


The SyeaKkeR declared that he would in future take the Chair TheSpeaker, 
punctually at four o'clock, in conſequence of Mr. Rowley*s 
motion for adjournment to the firſt of April, on account of the 
members non-attendance. x ; | 


* 


TuvksDAY, MARCH 15, 1787 


Mr. CAR LUESs O'NeiLii preſented to the Houſe, accord- Mr. Charles 
ug to order, a bill for the more effectually preventing and O Neill. 
avoiding ſecret outlawries in perſonal actions; which was re- 
ceived and read the firſt time. | 


A petition of the tobacco manufacturers of the county of A petition ef 
Armagh, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, the tobacco 
that the petitioners are very much alarmed in conſequence of Panutattu- 
petitions which have been lately preſented to the Houſe, pray- ©* - _ 
ng that the manufacture of tobacco may be confined to the 3 
Importing towns z that the petitioners humbly apptehend, and 
hope to be able to prove, that ſuch a meaſure, if adopted, 
would be extremely injurious to the revenue, and the trade of 
tis kingdom in general, would ruin the fortunes of many fair | 
traders who have engaged in the manufacture of tobacco in the 
inland towns of the kingdom, and would be productive of a 
monopoly of the worſt and moſt unfavourable kind; the peti- 
goners do admit that great quantities of leaf tobacco are now 
{muggled into the country, and are fincerely defirous that a 
op ſhould be put to a practice ſo injurious to the public in- 
tereſt, and pernicious to that of the fair dealer z but the petiti- 
Vers beg leave to oblerve that leaf tobacco is now ſmuggled 
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into the country by the importing merchants who reſide in the 
importing towns, and cannot, except by their means, de 
ſmuggled in any conſiderable quantities ; that leaf tohacco, 
from its bulk, is much more difficult to conceal, and of con- 
ſequence to ſmuggle, than manufactured tobacco, which when 
formed into rolls lies in a narrow compaſs, and is eaſily con- 
cealed, and of *conſc+;uence eaſily ſmuggled ; therefore the 
petitioners humbly ſubmit, that if the manufacture of tobac- 
co be confined to the importing towns it will enable thoſe im. 
porting merchants who now ſmuggle ſuch quantities of leaf 
tobacco, to ſmuggle infinitely greater quantities of manufactur- 
ed or roll tobacco; that the petitioners are very ſenſible that 
there are ſome manufacturers in the obſcure parts of the coun- 
try, who from their ſituation contrive to evade the law, and 
whoſe proceedings are as injurious to the intereſt of the peti- 
tioners and all fair dealers, as they are deſtructive to the reve- 
nue; that the petitioners carry on the manufacture of tobacco 
in inland towns, and are licenſed for that purpoſe, and pay 
conſiderable ſums yearly for their licenfes ; and that there are 
officers of the revenue reſident in thoſe towns who mult be ſup- 
poſed as attentive to the duties of their ſtations as thoſe who 
are reſident in the importing towns; and the petitioners, on 
the whole, humbly ſubmit to the Houſe, that if the manu- 
taQture of tobacco be by law confined to thoſe towns in which 
revenue officers are reſident, it will more effectually anſwer the 
22 of ſtopping, or at leaft, diminiſhing the practice of 
muggling leaf tobacco, than the confining the manufacture to 
the importing towns z and as the confining the manufacture to 
the importing towns would ruin many of the petitioners, who 
have gone to eonfiderable expence in erecting houſes and other 
works for their buſineſs, and would moreover be productive of 
a more pernicious ſpecies of ſmuggling than the one complained 
of, the petitioners therefore humbly. hope that ſuch a meature 
will be rejected by the Houſe ; and, if it fhall be thought ne- 
ceſſary, that they may have an opportunity of being heard by 
counſel in ſupport of their petition. INE - 


Mr. Orith. Mr. Gr1FyriTH ſpoke of "the. indiſpenfable neceſlity of 2 


law for the relief of inſolvent debtors, whoſe debts do not 
amount to a greater ſum than fifty pounds. He aſſerted, that 
a ſyſtem of confinement upon the principles alluded to in his 
preſent motion, involved in its conſequences both cruelty and 
inexpediency. He ſaid that there were at preſent four hun- 
dred and ſeventy · two perſons confined for debt in the different 
gaols of this kingdom, of whom three hundred and twenty- 
five were . impriſoned for debt of a ſmaller value than fifty 
pounds. Some law for the creditor to lay hold of the property 


\ 
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of the debtor would he of mnch more ſervice to both parties 
than the mode adopted at preſent, He had already ſubmitted 
the conſideration of this very intereſting circumſtance to the 
right honourable the Attorney General, who approved of the 
principles and tendency of the bill, He therefore moved for 
leave to bring in a hill for the relief of inſolvent dehtors, whoſe 


debts do not exceed à certain amount, with reſpect to the im- 


priſoament of their perſons. 


The Houſe went into a committee on the bill reſpecting the 
diſcharge of priſoners without paying fees. 


363 


The SECRETARY OF STATE entered in a particular manner The Secre- 
on the unconſtitutional confequences that muſt undoubtedly tary, of State, 


and neceſſarily reſult from the bill introduced by the honourable 
baronet, He declared himſeif moſt decidedly of opinion, that it 
was improper to increaſe the fees of any clerk of the crown, or 
to give powers even to judges which are not conſonant to the 
nature of the conſtitution, He ſhould propoſe three modes to 
the Houſe, one of which he hoped might be adopted. After 
mentioning thirteen ſhillings and four-pence raiſed on preſent- 
ments for the releaſe of each pyiloner after his being acquitted 
by the laws of the country, he declared that the intended re- 


medy implied in the bill would not in the ſmalleft degree alle- 


viate the evils alluded to, but lay an reſtrictions of a moſt per- 
nicions and injurious tendency. A law, the right honourable 
gentlemgn ſaid, had been paſſed for reſtraining of beggars and 
infamous perſons from impropriety of conduct. In the preſent 
bill, he ſaid, a diſcretionary power would be granted to a 
judge and grand jury, the latter of whom might be ignorant of 
what ought to be done on ſuch occaſions, and the poor man 
find no manner of redreſs. He quoted ſome ſentences from 
Magna Charta, where he demonſtrated from the moſt unanſwer- 
able arguments, that the bill would be incongenial to the prin- 
ciples ot the conſtitution. It would be much better that nine- 
ty-nine guilty perſons ſhould eſcape the juſt ſentence of the 
laws, than that one innocent perſon, ſbould ſuffer any puniſh» 
ment for crimes improperly laid to his charge. Green-wax 
procefſes were not put in proper force, and he would, with the 
approbation of the honourable baronet, bring in ſuch a bill as 
would remedy the grievance of liberating perſohs who might 
be let loofe on the public to commit freſh depredations, aud 


at the ſame time meet the approbation of the honourable ba- 
ronet, ; 


Sir Epward Cxor ro ſaid that his intention of bringing Sir Edward 
in the bill aroſe from no other motive than a principle of the Crofton. 


ſtricteſt humanity, and a deſign of rectifying thoſe improprieties 
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which are well known to ſubſiſt; he however took the liberty 
of withdrawing his bill till the right honourable gentleman 


ſhould bring in the bill, in a true ſpirit of philanthropy and | 


conſtitutional knowledge he intended, 


M:jerDoyle, Major Do vr mentioned the diſtreſſes of the perſons who 
kept hackney coaches, and ſaid he had ſuch proofs to produce 
on the occaſion as mutt ftrike conviction to the breaſt of every 
gentleman in that Houſe, of the abſolute impoſſibility of 
coaches plying any longer under the preſent duties. He ſup- 
poſed the medium price of hay to be only nine ſhillings a load 
three horſes to be kept five ſhillings a week to be paid fer 
wages, fix-pence a day for lodging and ſubſiſtence to the dri- 
ver emploved, accicent in the death of horſes, ſhoeing, &c, 
the money paid to the Foundling Hoſpital, arid the other very 
heavy and oppreſſive tax; the profits therefore were of the 
moſt trivial nature, and he hoped their diſtreiſes would be re- 
medied. 


The Chan- The CHanceltLoR or THE EXCHEQUER ſaid that he 

cellor of the would not oppole giving relief to any body of men, but in 

Exchequer. order to prevent combination, and ſupport the real honour and 
dignity of parliament, 2 | 


| MajorDoyle, Major DovLe ſaid in maki ng his calculation he averaged 
the earnings of coaches at ſeven ſhillings a day. 


Fairay, MarcH 16, 1787. 


The Chan- The CnancerLor of THe Exch zur preſented 

ectior of the to the Houle, according to order, a bill for granting the ſeve- 

Exchequer, . . "ay 
ral ſums therein mentioned for certain pious and charitable 
purpoſes; which was received and read the firſt time. 


The following meſſage was received from his Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant, by the Gentleman Ulſber of the Black Rod: 


* Mr. Speaker, 


« It is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this 
Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houle of Peers.” 


Accordingly the Speaker, with the Houſe, went to attend 
his Grace ; and being returned, the Speaker reported that the 
Houſe had attended his Grace the Lord Licutenant in the 
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Houſe of Peers, where his Grace was pleaſed to give the royal 
aſſent to the following bills: 


1. An act for granting unto his Majeſty, his heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors, an additional duty on wines, hides, beer, and other 
zoods and merchandizes therein mentioned, and for prohibiting 
the importation of all gold and filver lace, and of all cambricks, 
1zwns and glaſs, except of the manufaQure of Great Britain and 
France, and che French dominions in Europe, and of all hops 
except of the growth of Great Britain and the Britiſh Plan- 
tations. | 


2. An act for granting to his Majeſty the ſeveral aids, du- 
ties, rates, impoſitions and taxes therein particularly expreſſ- 
ed, to be applied to the payment of the intereſt of the ſums 
therein provided for, and towards the 'diſcharge of the ſaid 
principal ſums in ſuch manner as therein is directed, and for 
juch other purpoles as are therein mentioned. 


3. An act for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſ- 
ſors, ſeveral duties therein mentioned, to be levied by the 
commiſſioners for managing the ſtamp duties. 


4. An aQ for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſ- 
ſors, certain duties and rates upon the portage and convey- 
ance of all letters and packets within this kingdom, and for other 
purpoſes therein mentioned. 


5. An act for granting unto his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſ- 
ſors, certain duties upon malt. 


6. An act for licenſing hawkers and pedlars, petty chapmen 
and other perſons, | 


7. An aQ for granting unto his Majeſty, his heirs and ſuc= 
ceſſors, certain duties upon carriages. 


5. An act to promote the linen and hempen manufactures, 
by encreaſing the ſupply of Iriſh flax ſeed, and encouraging 
the export of linens and fail cloth, and for granting unto 


bis Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceffors, the duties therein men- 
toned, : | 


9. An act for granting certain duties upon licenſes to be ta- 
ken out by the ſeveral perſons therein mentioned. 


10. An act for granting unto his Majeſty, his heirs and 
ſucceſſors, the ſeveral duties therein mentioned upon coffee. 


it, An act for regulating the ſugar trade, and for granting 


to - Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein men- 
tioned, \ 


It was reſolved nem, con, that the thanks of the Houſe be 
uren to the right honourable the Speaker, for the excellent 
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ſpeech made by him at the bar of the Houſe of Peers on pre- 
ſenting the money bills this day, and that he be requeſted to 
print the ſame. | | 


Petitions of the tobacco manufacturers of the county of 
Tyrone, and the town of Liſburn, whoſe names are thereunto 
ſubſcribed, in words ſimilar to thoſe of the . petition. of the 
tobacco manufacturers of the county of Armagh, preſented to 
the Houſe yeſterday, was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


MzjorDoyle., Major DoyLE revived the ſubje& of the hackney coach- 


Sie Edward 


Newenham. 


men. 


After ſome converſation between that gentleman and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, it ſeemed to be agreed that if the 
coachmen would return to their work, and pay the future tax- 
es, much ſeverity would not be uſed to enforce a collection of 
the arrear due ſince the dear ſeaſon of ſorage. 


Sir Ep WAND NEWZN RAM Tequeſted:the attention of the 
Houſe to a matter of very great importance to the liberty of 
the ſubject, and the character of the nation. He ſuppoſed, he 
ſaid, that every gentleman in the Houſe had heard of the clan- 
deſtine carrying away a noble lord [Gormanſtown] who was 
a minor, that ſuch acts were of too atrocious a nature to be 
ſuffered hereafter to paſs with impunity. This Houſe, ſaid 
he, is the guardian of the liberty and property of the ſubjeR z 
it is their peculiar duty to defend the widow, the minor and 
the orphan. He obſerved, that in every country, through 
which he had travelled, he found it was death by the laws to 
decoy or carry away a minor, and that even the acceſſaries of 
ſuch a felony were outlawed, and their fortunes confiſcated z 
that ſuch acts were a diſgrace to the police of any nation. 
He mentioned chat the chief law officers of the crown in this 
kingdom had done their duty, and the utmoſt in their power 
to reſtore the noble lord to his amiable and diſconſolate mo- 
ther, but their praiſe-worthy endeavours were as yet ineffec- 
tual. He ſaid he had received a letter from a gentleman at 2 
foreign court, who was neither an Engliſhman or an Iriſhman, 
yet a warm friend to the happineſs of both countries, and a 


man of univerſal benevolence and philanthropy, a man of ho- 


nour and integrity, and no bigot to any religion; that the in- 
formation he received was contained in a letter, from which he 
would read the following extract: 

„ The theft committed on Lady Gormanſtown is of the 
moſt cruel and atrocious nature, that the mind of man can 
conceive; to rob a mother of her child, and that her only one, 
— to be ſo outrageous a violation of every PRO of 
religion and morals, that no epithet is ſevere enough for the 


man who committed, or for him who has received the theft, 
and glories in the robbery, The boy is here; I have ſeen him 
at his window; he is in cuſtody of thoſe who are next heirs 
to his title and fortune, and it is publicly avowed that many 
lives ſhall he loſt and much blood ſpilled before the diſconſo- 
Jate and amiable mother or her friends ſhall have the child. 
Lady Gormanſtown is their conſtant ſubject of abuſe. Meſ- 
ſengers from your Lord Chancellor have been here, and deli- 
vered what they called a written notice, and inſtead of ob- 
taining the object of their miſſion, they were ordered to leave 
theſe territories in twelve hours; and centries were placed near 
the child's habitation to prevent his return to his mother. The 
prigce of this country, who is one of the moſt amiable and be- 
nevolent of ſovereigns, cannot exert his authority, as the par- 
ties concerned, though his own ſubjects, are not amenable to 
the civil power, and can only be attached via Rome ; you 
have a friend here, an -Engliſhman, who can give you the 
ſame account, but in my opinion he may be afraid to write his 
ſentiments 3 1 am not, and if you are called upon for your au- 
thority, give me; I think pains and penalties thould be infſict- 
ed on the acceſſaries, to prevent ſuch infringements of the 
laws.“ I 

Sir Edward then obſerved, that in this caſe he had nothing 
todo with religion; he would act the ſame part if proteſtanr 
relations of a popiſh minor ſhould convey him away to ſome 
academy in Germany or Switzerland, in order to educate him 


in the proteſtant religion; all religions were alike to him in 


repeQt to the crime. of kidnapping minors or orphans ;z the 
breach of the law and the atrociouſneſs of the crime was the. 
ſame, whether the minor was of the popiſh or proteſtant faith 3 


that within theſe forty-eight hours, another plan of that nature 


was ſyſtematically fixed, but owing to another foreign letter 
he received that ſecond outrage was prevented; what orphan 
or minor is ſafe, unleſs ſome law is made for their ſecurity ! 
He acknowledged his inability to frame a law adequate to the 
evil, and therefore hoped for the aſſiſtance of the firſt law 
officer of the crown. He then moved for leave to bring in « 
bill to prevent the clandeſtine or forcible carrying off minors, 
and for puniſhing ſuch perſons as may be guilty of ſuch 
crimes, 


Mr. Boy p E ſaid he did not think ſuch a bill neceſſary. 


The ATToxNEyY GENERAL ſaid that he could not agree The Attor- 
with the honourable gentleman who had ſpoken laſt ; for if the ener. 


preſent laws were inſufficient ſome new ones ought to be form- 
ed. Such an atrocious act as that complained of by the 
bonoutable knight bad, perhaps, never been committed in 
ay civilized country, and certainly muſt not be ſuffered te 
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paſs unnoticed. In confequence of it, a ſuit had heen inſtituted 
in the Court of Chancery by, the mother of the child, and the 
Chancellor had ſent meiſengers after him z who in the territory 
of Liege, beingewell aſſured that he was in the cuſtody of 4 
relation who is next in remainder to his eſtate, ferved the 
Chancellor's orders on that perſon to reſtore the child, But he, 
ſtiling himſelf Chancellor to the Prince, Biſbop of Liege, re- 


turned for anſwer, that he would not reſtore the child, leſt he 


ſhould be reared a proteſtant; and alto applied to the Biſhoy, 
by whoſe orders the meſſengers were immediately obliged to 
retire, and centinels were placed on the houſe in which the 
child is detained, _ „„ ; 
Now, ſaid the Attorney General, if this perſon who is next 


in remainder to the eſtate of the minor, and who is a ſubject of 


this realm, ſhall preſume to ſet the laws at defiance, it is but 
juſt that he ſhould be put out ofthe protection of the law, and! 
would much rather proceed againſt him by an outlawry for 


felony, than by a bill; for he ſhould be mate to know, that 


though he is out of the ordinary courſe of the law, we have yet 
in our power the means of puniſhing him: however, I vill be 
ready to give the honourable knight every afliſtance in pte- 
paring his bill. 5 | | 

Mr. Cuzxan ſaid that it would be improper to take up in 
that Houſe a ſubject ſtill depending in the courts of juſtice. 


Mr. SERIEAN&T Torer ſaid he thought it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the legiſlature to interfere, otherwiſe they would be 
ſuppoſed to have abdicated the cauſe. | p 


Leave was given to bring in the bill, and the Attorney and 
Solicitor General, Mr. Serjeant Fitzgerald, Mr. Serjeant Toler, 
Sir Edward Crofton, and dit Edward Newenham,, were order- 
ed to bring in the ſame, 5 | 


Mr. GarDINER again brought in his turnpike bill, confining 
its operation to the north ſide of the city. 


Mr. OcLe ſaid he entertained great doubts that the Houſe, 
in permitting this bill to be brought in the ſame ſeſſion it had 
been rejected, had broke through the order which experience 
had eſtabliſhed, as neceſſary for the preſervation of the conſti- 
tution; and though a turnpike might, by tome gentlemen, be 


deemed of little importance, it would lay a bad precedent, for 


greater Matters. 


Mr. Brxrsronb ſaid the bill was totally diſtinct from that 
rejected, and as to precedents, he could quote a multitude, 


but would content himſelf with one, the Malahide turnpike 


bill, which had been introduced laſt year after that for general 
turopikes had been rejected. | | 


Mr. Oc ir then fequeſted that it might be printed, and that yy. Ogle. 
the right honourable gentleman would not hurry it through the 
Houſe, while gentlemen were abſent at the aſſizes. For his 
own part, he would be attending at Wexfordz he therefore hop- 
ed it would receive the ſecond reading at a diſtant day. 

Mr. CHA«LES O; Ne tu. objeQed to printing it, as, in his Mr. Charles 
opinion, it was a private bill. O'Neill. 


The bill was received and read the firſt time. 


Mr, HaTToN propoſed to give it a ſecond reading on the Mr. Hatton. 
firſt of Auguſt, but afcerwards changed his motion far reading 
it a ſecond time on Monday fortnight. 


Mr. Ax x ESL ſaid he begged leave to call the attention of Mr. Anneſs 
gentlemen to one Circumſtance : —The paving board were, ley. 
under a late aQ, to repair all within the circular road, but 
ſuch was the ſtate of the road over Summer-hill, chat the ceſs 
of the whole barony of Coolock would be inſufficient to re- 
pair it. 75 5 - 


The queſtion was then put on committing the bill for Mon- 
day fortnight: 5 | 


| Ayes — 59 — Noes — 60 
The queſtion was put on reading it a ſecond time next Fri- 
day, and carried withont a diviſion, RD 


A bill for the furtbfr increaſe and encouragement of ſhip- 
ping and navigation was read a ſecond time. 


Mr. Cox v begged leave to call the attention of the Houſe Mr. Corry. 
to this bill; it was of great importance in two points of view 
it was the firſt inſtance of the Houle being called on to enact 
the code of navigation law of Great Britain, and therefore 
required ſerious conſideration, and it beſides involved to a 


great extent the mercantile intereſts of Ireland. As to the lattet 


conſideration, he hoped he might be allowed to ſay a few 
words, as he had two ſeſſions ago ſubmitted that part of the 
lubject to the Houſe. Wien the reprobated ſyſtem of adjuſt- 
ment between the two countries had been ptopoled, and chat 
an equal conſtruction of the navigation act had been ſtared as 
a favour conceded on the part of England to Ireland, he had 
expreiſed his indignation at that being offered as a favour 
which Ireland was entitled to claim as a right, He had then 
ſtated that the ſame act being law ia both countries, and in 
the lame words, it ought to have the tame conſtruction in 
both, He was of opinion that it was the law of this country, 
in concurrence with very reſpectable authorities, and he had 
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argued that the ſame law could not have different meanings in 
the two kingdoms, therefore that it ought to he conſirued to 
admit foreign imports from Iceland into Great Britain, if it did 
not prevent foreign imports from Great Britain into Ireland. 
He had, he ſaid, ſuffered the matter to reſt there, at the deſite 
of ſeveral reſpeQable gentlemen of great weight, having thus 
put in the claim of Ireland to fend foreign. commodities of Afia, 
Africa, and America into Great- Britain, as Great Britain did 
to Ireland. | 8 | . 

In the laſt ſeſſion he had moved the queſtion, and he refrained 
from doing io now from a motive of caution and reſerve, When 
the odious ſylem of propoſitions had been rejected, it was 
ſaid that they never were to be revived, unleſs called for by 
the country. "This buſineſs made a part of that reprobated 
{ ſtem 3 had he ſtirred this buſineſs, he might have run the riſk 
of giving grounds to the authors of that ſyſtem, to put a falſe 
conftrution on it, and to ſay that the ſyſtem, or ſome other, 
was thereby invited to be brought on again; that was a meaſure 
that he never could think in the remoteſt manner of riſking; 
he therefore had refrained from doing ſo; beſides, having con- 
{ulted many of the firſt merchants of Ireland, they gave their 
opinions rather againſt puſhing things forward to mutual 
prohibition, for reaſons he would not now publicly go into, 
Theſe conſiderations had influenced him not to bring it for- 
ward laſt ſefſion, and he hoped that on the part of caution and 
prudence, he ſhould be therefore juſtified, and not liable to 
any ſpecies of blame, or of neglect of the public intereſts. 

At the preſent time the meaſure was brought on by the mi- 
niſtry; the enacting the 12th of Charles II. forced them to 

look the conſtruQtion of that act in the face, Parliament could 
not now blink the meaſure, they muſt meet it, and when called 
upon to agitate and enact anew the law, they are called upon 
to agitate and claim anew the equal conſtruction of it. He 
called the attention of parltament to this object, one of great 
importance; as an equal and mutnal conſtruction of it between 
Great Britain and Ireland muſt take place, he hoped it would | 
be of mutual admiſſion, and not of mutual prohibition. He 
did not object to the bill going, however, to a committee. 


Mr. Forbes: Mr- Foxges ſaid that the bill on the table conſiſted of two 
parts; the firſt two clauſes referred to the 19th rule of the Iriſh 
act of cuſtoms, and were introduced for the purpoſe of giving 
operation in this kingdom to the Engliſh act of 12th Charies Il. 

utually ſtiled the navigation act; the remainder of the bill 

was a tranſcript of an act introduced laſt ſeſſion into the Eng- 

lich Houſe of Commons by Lord Hawkeſbury ; in that Englilb 

act there was a clauſe by which it was enacted, that if the Irilb 
parliament ſhould within four months after the commencement 

of this ſeſſion, paſs an aQ, adopting the regulations and te- 
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ſtrictions of Lord Hawkeſbury's act, Triſh built ſhips ſhould 
continue to enjoy all the privileges of Rngliſh built ſhips z and 
while they enjoyed thoſe privileges, Ireland muſt continue to 

oſſeſs the advantage of the Britiſh colonial trade, as granted 


in the adminiſtration of Lord North; therefore nothing could 


be more fallacious than the argument of thoſe gentlemen, who 
contended, that unleſs the Houſe adopted the two firſt clauſes 
in the preſent bill, reſpecting the old navigation act, Ireland 
could not continue to enjoy the Britiſh colonial trade, He at 
the ſame time declared, that he had no objection to the adop- 
tion of ſuch. Engliſh laws, reſpecting trade and navigation, as 
impoſ.d equal reſtraints and conferred equal benefits, but he 
would ever oppoſe the introduction of Engliſh laws on any 
other principle. * | | 

He obſerved, that before Lord Hawkeſbury's bill was intto- 
duced into the Engliſh Houſe, the principle and 9bje& of it 
were ſubmitted to the conſideration of a committee of the 
whole Houſe, in conſequence of a ſtanding order of the Eng- 
liſh Houſe, which eſtabliſhed that precaution. He ſaid he ſhould 
move to have the like order eſtabliſhed here. 


$7% 


A petition of the merchants of Dublin, whoſe names are Petition of 


thereunto ſubſcribed was preſented to the Houſe and read ; 
ſetting forth, that the petitioners obſerve a bill has been intro- 
duced into the Houſe, intitled ** A bill for the further increaſe 


of ſhipping and navigation ** that the petitioners perceive one 


clauſe of the ſaid bill purports to enact, that an act paſſed in 
England in the twelfth year of the reign of his late Majeſty 


Charles the Second, intitled ** An act for encouraging of ſhip- 


ping and navigation,“ is and ſhall be of full force and effect 
within this kingdom; and ſtating that the importation of ſeve- 
ral colonial and foreign goods from Ireland at preſent ſtands 
rohibited in Great Bricain, whilſt the ſame goods are admitted 
into Ireland from Great Britain, the inequality and injuſtice 
whereof are ſo ſelf-evident that illuſtration on the part of the 


_ petitioners appears quite unneceſſary; and relying on the vigi- 


lance and wiſdom of the Houſe, the conſtitutional guardians 
of the rights and intereſts of Ireland, that no proceeding on 
the part of this country ſhall carry along with it any colour 


of acquieſcence under thoſe circumſtances z and praying that 


the ſaid clauſe may not ſtand part of the faid bill, and that 
the before-mentioned act of the twelfth of his Majeſty, Charles 
the Second, may not have the ſanction of the legiſlature, until 
the mutual interchange of colonial and foreign goods between 
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Great Britain and Ireland ſhall be eſtabliſhed on principles of 
equity and juſtice. „ | | 


the mer- 
chants of 
Dublia. 
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The Arronver Gexear faid he could not help oh- 


ney General. ſerving, that if the Houſe was to govern itſelf by this wile 


petition, it would leave the petitioners no colony trade at all; 
for by the compact of 1979 trade was granted, conditioned 


that Ireland ſhould regulate her navigation by laws ſimilar to 


thoſe that had been paſſed in England; and if that condition 


* was to be rejeQed, he defired to know of thole wiſe heads 


Mr. Corry . 


where they were to get colonial produce to export? 
Mr. Conn v reprehended the treatment that had been offered 


to that body of petitioners by the Attorney General. It would, 


he ſaid, better become that gencleman's high ſtation and private 
character, to pay deference and reſpect to the mercantile body; 
it would become him beſides to conſult” them on ſubjeQs of 
this nature, following the example of that attention and dete- 
tence with which that body was always treated in England, 
where wealth, power and conmerce had advanced together 
to ſuch a height. He remarked on the arguments uſed 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, in ſaying, that the 


"enaQing of the 12th of Charles II. was neceſſary for the en- 


joy ment of the Weſt India trade, under the ſettlement of 


1779, though the regulations of England were to be adopted 


Mr. Corry; 


The Speak · 


er- 


to enjoy that trade; he inſiſted that the identity of the navigati- 
on act of 12 Charles II. was not at all neceſſary. To enact the 
regulations of Great Britain in any manner was ſufficient with- 
out being confined to any ſpecthc act whatever. He denied 
the aſſertion, that the act of George III. bound this country 
and ſhewed that ic did not ſtand in the way of Ireland to claim 
the ſimilarity of the conſtruction he contended for. | 


When the queſtion for committal of the bill was going to 
be put, Er | 


| Mr. Coax called to the clerk. to read two ſections of the 


act, and deſired to take the ſenſe of the chair whether the bil! 
muſt not neceſſarily fall to the ground, as being in thoſe clauſes 
clearly a money bill, brought in undue form. 


The Sreaken being called upon by the Houſe, roſe, He 
ſaid he could wiſh chat other gentlemen would be ſo good as to 
deliver their ſentiments upon this ſubject 3. however, he ſhould 
always hold it his duty, when called upon by the Houſe, to 
give the beſt opinion of which he was capable in any ſubject 
of order they might think proper to ſubmit to him. 

The firſt clautc in queſtion certainly did not impoſe any tax 
or duty, on the contrary it went to remove à tax heretofore 
payable on all foreign commodities ; by the old act of cuſtoms, 
live per cent. cuſtom, and five per cent. exciſe were payabic 
this clauſe took off the exciſe from foreign built ſhips, conh- 
dered as an article of merchandize, and left them liable oniy 
to five per cent, cuſtom, on being regiſtered in Ireland as En- 
tifh or Iriſh, | 
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But the other clauſe, which ſays, that foreign ſhips which 
have been regiſtered in the coJonies, and are thereby aſcertain- 


ed the property of Britiſh or Iriſh ſubjeQs, ſhall yet pay a tax 


on their arrival in Ireland of five per cent. was, in his opinion, 


a clauſe impoſing a new tax, and ſhould therefore go through 


the ſtages thro gh which money bills always went. 


Mr. Ox Dx ſaid in à matter of ſo much delicacy, I think we M 


had better err on the ſide uf caution, and by too cloſe an ad- 
herence to the rules of parliament, than by a contrary conduct; 
] am therefore for paying every deference to the authority of 
the chair, 


Some difficulty now aroſe as to the manner of proceeding 
with the bill. . 
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The Sraanty ſaid, as his duty had impelled him, The speak - 


when called upon by the Houſe, to ſtate candidly his opinion er. 


of the bill, the ſame duty now induced him to point out the 
manner in which this bill, which he conſidered as a very im- 
poitant meaſure, might be expedited. He propoſed that it 


ſhould be immediately withdrawn—that the clauſe in queſtion | 
ſhould be taken out of it—that the bill, ſo altered, ſhould be 


forthwith preſented again, and read a firit time—thar the clauſe 


ſhould be ſent to the committee of ways and means, who would 


report it to the Houſe, and the Houſe would then empower the 


committee of the whole Houſe, to whom the bill ſhould be 


referred, to receive that clauſe. 5 
This being agreed, the bill was withdrawn, the clauſe was 


taken out, and it was again preſented and read. 


The following 1s the Right Honourable the Speaker's ſpeech 


to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, at the bar 


of the Houſe of Peers, on preſenting the money bills for 


the royal aſſent this day, 24 


May 11 pleaſe your Grace, 
* THE wiſdom of the principle which the Commons have 


eſtabliſhed and perſevered in, under your Grace's auſpices, of 


preventing the further accumulation of national debt, is now 
powerfully felt throughout the kingdom, in its many benekicial 
conſequences—public credit has gradually riſen to a height 
unknown for many years—agriculture has brought in new 
ſupplies of wealth—and the merchants and manufacturers are 
each encouraged to extend their efforts, by the ſecurity it has 
given them that no new taxes will obſtruct the progreſs of their 
works, or impede the ſucceſs of their ſpeculations, | 

© Such is the happy ſituation of this kingdom from the ſup- 
port which your Grace's conſtant and zealous care has given 
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to the operation of that principle; and this ſituation is pecu- 


liarly fortunate at the preſent period, when his Majeſty's gra- 
cious attention to the intereſts of his people has opened new 
objects of manufaQture, and new channels of commerce, to 
their induſtry. . 


% Happy, however, as our ſituation is, we know that all 
its bleſſings will be a vain expectation, if a ſpirit of outrage 


and oppoſition to the law ſhall prevent internal induſtry, and 


depreciate the national character; — we have, therefore, appli- 
ed ourſelves to form ſuch laws as muſt, under the firnineſs and 
the juſtice of your Grace's government, effeQtuall y and ſpee- 
dil y ſuppreſs that lawleſs fpirit. | . 


1 


*« His Majeſty's faithful Commons do now chearfully con- 
tinue all the pretent taxes 3 and having conſtantly experienced 


how well-founded their confidence has been in your Grace's 


prudent adminiſtration 'of the public treaſure, they do with 


the greater ſatis faction declare, chat they give and grant them 
in the moſt decided ex pectation, that by your Grace's frugal 
and juſt management of the public revenue, they will be ten- 


dered ſufficienc to anſwer the public expence, without the fur- 


ther accumulation of debt or encreaſe of taxes.” 


, * 5 
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ä Sarvapay, Mancn 17, 178. 


The Chan- The Cnancelion” or TH 2 Excnequex' preſented to 
cellor of the the Houſe, 8 to order, à bill for the ſupport and en- 
8 2 


Exchequer, 


Mr. Griffith. 


5 
- 


Mr. Trench. 


couragement of the fiſheries carried on in the Greenland Seas and 


Davis's Streights ; which was received and read the firſt time. 
A. petition of the tobacco manufacturers in Ardee and the 


county of Louth, (nearly ſimilar to that preſented by the to- 


bacco manufacturers of the county of Armagh) was preſented | 


to the Houſeand rea. 


F * 
1 - 
o 3 * 
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a bill for the relief of inſolvent debtors whoſe debts do not ex- 


ceed a certain amount, with reſpect to the n of 


their perſons; which was received and read the rft time. 


Mr. Txencu preſented to the Houſe, according to order, 
a bill for regulating the buying and ſelling of all cattle and 
ſheep in the market of Smithfield in the county of the city of 
Dublin; which was received and read the firſt time. N 


4 


Mr. GrreiTH preſented to the Houſe, according to order, 


7785. t 3 


Mr. Joun WILLIAM FosrER preſented to the Houſe, Mr. J. W. 
according to order, a bil! for improving and repairing the Foſter. 
turnpike road from Dublin to Dunleer ; which, was received 
and read the firſt time. 


Mr. Tvpp preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a Mr. Tycd. 
bill to prevent frauds in obtaining bounties under the ſeveral 
laws now in force for the encouragement of 2griculture, and 
for rendering the carriage of corn to the city of Dublin lefs ex- _ 
penſive; which was received and read the firſt time. 


- 


Mr. C INNER V preſented to the Houſe, according to order, Mr. Chin- 


a bill to explain and amend an act paſſed in the eleventh and - 


twelfth years of his preſent Majeſty, intitled ““ An act for 


badging ſuch poor as ſhall be found unable to ſupport them- 
ſelves by labour, and otherwife providing for them, and for 
reſtraining ſuch as ſhall be found able to ſupport themſelves by 
labour or induſtry from begging 3“ which was received and read 
the firſt time. "A * 


Mr. MasoN reported from the committee of ways and ir, Maden. 
means the following reſolution : 5 


Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that 
upon every ſhip heretofore or hereafter taken and condemned, 
and regiſtered as a prize in any of the colonies, &c, of Great 
Britain, there ſball be paid a duty of five per cent. on the value 
of ſaid ſhip or veſſel, on her firſt arrival in any port of this king-+ 
dom, before ſhe ſhall be admitted to entry. "ESY' 14 


4 . 3 Fe 5 
The ChANCEBLLOIH OF THE Exchequer moved that the The Chan- | 
Houſe do on this day ſe*nnight reſolve itſelf into a committee cellor of the | 
of the whole Houſe, to conſider of a further ſupply to be Exchequer. 
granted to his Majeſty. „ | 


Mr. SrEwAR r ſaid he ſuppoſed the committee of ſupply was Mr. Stew- 
to be opened to enable government to carry into effect an im- art. 0 
proved plan of education, and therefore he would move to | 
have the petition of the Synod of Ulſter, which had been pre- b 
ſented to the Houſe, and the report thereupon, referred to 
that committee. | 


- * 


Mr. Oak ſaid that report had been for ſome time before Mr. Orde. 
the Houſe, and whenever the education plan was brought for- 
ward, would be taken up and duly conſidered ; at preſent, 
however, he was not prepared to enter on the ſubjet. He 
ſhould be ſorry not to make the education plan as extenſive as 
poſſible, but feared that at prefent it could only go to the eſta- 
bliſhed religion as a foundation, and when its effeds had been 
tried, it would then be proper to ſee how much farther it could 
be extended, On this account he wiſhed the honourable gen- 


— 
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tleman would not preſs to have the petition ſent to the com- 
mittee of ſupply, and particularly as he was not ready to decide 
upon the ſubjet, | by 5 


Mr. Stewart. Mr. Sr EY AR y ſaid he deſired to obſerve that the petition was 
ſigned on behalf of four hundred thouſand loyal proteſtant ſub- 
jeQs, and that it was worthy of ſome attention. He thought 
it a motion of courſe to ſend it to the committee of tupply, 


Mr. Orde, Mr. OzvDe faid he hoped it would not be imagined that he 
doubted the reſpeQabiNty of the body which had ſigned the 
petition 3 his principal reaſons for wiſhing the honourable 
member to withdraw his motion were, that he was not pre- 
paired on the ſubject, and that the honourable member could 
not want future opportunity.of taking it.up. 

Mr. Stewart. Mr. STewarT withdrew the motion, and the Houſe then 

' © ordered the committee of ſupply to ſit next Tucfday. * © 


MI. Crater. Mr. GrxaTtTaNn.—Sir, from the thin and unfrequented ſtate 
of theſe benches, one would naturally expect no buſineſs of mo- 
ment. The navigation act now under your conſideration, has 
been from the earlieſt time an object to Great Britain; for this 
ſhe has incurred the jealousy of nations; to this ſhe attributes 
the growth of her marine the dominion of the ſea ; and ſhe 
has called it emphatically, a Great Sea Charter. 
But this act, dear as it was to her, has been in its operation 
zs cruel to you; hardly had the act paſſed, when you wee 
inhibit-d- by one law from ſending European goods to the 
lar t tions; by another law, your name was ſtricken out of the 
3 and the plantations were inhibited from ſending their 
articles to Ireland z and finally, by another law, you were in- 
hibited from ſending plantation goods to Great Britain, while 
England, who drew up your act of cuſtoms, (for the act of 
adams, though the meaſure of the Iriſh parliament,” was 
drawn up in England) forced herſelf into your market by 4 
clauſe in that act; here has been the conſtruction or operation 
of the navigation act; a conſtruQian of monopoly and contra- 
diction z a tyranny of power over the rules of reaſon; an 
operation of injuſtice, the reſult of which was, that Ireland 
was turned out of very market in the King's dominions, her 
own not excepted z while England conſtrued herſelf into the 
Iriſh market, by an authority derived from the explanation of 
one and the ſame act by the intetpretation of which you were 
excluded. Thus you ſtood, or nearly thus, until the ſettle- 
ment of 1779; here the two nations came to an honourable 
explanation, in which the characters of both were raiſed, and 
in which, coupled with the ſettlement of 1782, their animo- 
ities were buried for ever; but in the. ſettlement of 1779, we 


* 


- 
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did not comprehend the channel trade, or the trade ſubſiſting Mr.Grattan 
between Great Britain and Ireland that ſtood on its antient baſe, on the navi- 
which was in equality here the dregs of the provincial ſyſtem ee 


remained not yet purged off 3 you took the manufacture of 
England and the plantation goods re-exported from England, 
and England refuſed to take either from Ireland She got the 
raw article from you, and you took the manufacture from her 
Alt was a condition that required arrangement, hut was not à 
condition (conſidering the great and recent acquiſitjons of this 
country) that ſhould have called forth the very great turbulence 
and impatience which attended the inauſpicious diſcuſſion of 
the unhappy queſtion protecting duties! to which the above 
condition had given birth protecting duties !—a queſtion 
whether we ſhould turn a vaſt number of articles of the Engliſh 


manufactures out of the Iriſh market—a queſtion taken up fo 


improperly, fo furiouſly agitated, and ſo ſuſpiciouſly deſerted. 
—The madneſs of the times frightened the Engliſh much, but 
frightened every rational man 1n Ireland much more, and did 
at laſt damm the pret3nſions of thoſe manufacturers who had juſt 
force enough to give birth to an arrangement, of which protect - 
ing duties not only did not make a part, but in which an ex- 
preſs ſtipulation againft them made a principal part. The 
equality of the re- export trade made another part. This was 
the ſyſtem of reciprocity, but the manufacturers of England 
trembled at it; they had got your market already, they there- 
fore were not to gain any thing by the experiment, and they 
were therefore left free to indulge in the latitude of their antient 
fears and airy ſpeculations—they contemplated the low-price 
of labour and of proviſions in Ireland—they miſtook the ſymp- 
toms of poverty for the ſeeds of. wealth—in your raggednefs 
they ſaw riches in diſguiſe, and in deſtitution itſelf they diſ- 
covered a powerful rival to the capital, credit and commerce of 
Great Britain. Whilſt your pretenſions were thus oppoſed by 
ſome of the Engliſh manufacturers, jealous: of your poverty, 
they were alſo combated by another party, jealous of your 
liberty. The remoant of Lord North's miniſtry, who had 
ſupported the miniſter in the fury of the American meaſures, 
but had condemned his decline, and ſaw the moment when a 
great man loſes his virtues, that is, whenche loſes his power 
that remnant, Who had but one idea with reſpect to Great 
Britain, Ireland and Amegrica—coercion—coercion ! from 
that quarter, the fourth propofition, if I am well informed, 
and ſome of the other propolitions, the reſult of a narrow mind, 
a ſordid circumſpection, and a jealouſy of the dominating ge- 
nius of an individual, and of the liberties of a nation originated. 
Thus was Mr. Pitt's ſyſtem of reciprocity clogged with a ſyſtem 


of coercion; and thus fell the adjuſtment, and ſince that time, 


we have had no queſtioa in the leaſt conneRted with it, until a 
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doubt has been entertained of the validity of the act of navi. 
gation—That doubt reſts on two points ; one is, the informa] 
and narrow rule in the act of cuſtoms, which enacts nothing, 
ſpeaks only to the lower officers of the revenue, and rather 


indicates a falſe opinion of the validity of the act of navigation 


in Ireland, by the authority of the Britiſh parliament, rather 
than a legiſlative confirmation of the law. Let the learned de- 
cide—I-know there are ſome moſt eminent lawyers who do 
not think that rule ſufficient to eſtabliſh the act of navigation in 
point of law—in point of conformity it has not been diſputed, 
The other ground of doubt is Mr. Velverton's bill; the clauſe 
in his bill is equality; it enacts ſuch Commercial and navigation 
laws, as import to confer the ſame benefits, and impoſe the 
fame reſtrictions Had the navigation- act been unaltered, had it 


not been perverted from its original purpoſe, it would have 


been eftabliſhed by Mr. Yelverton's bill; but its inequality of 


operation ſtood in the way of its confirmation. Thus the 


doubt of the validity of the act of navigation aroſe, the narrow- 
neſs of the rule, and the honeſt latitude of the bill. In theſe 


circumſtances a bill is introduced to eftabliſh in this, country 


the aQt of navigation. I was not under error in any degree 
whatever with reſpect to the meaſure, I ſtated it to be the 
eſtabliſhment of the act of navigation; it is ſo. It has been 
called a bill for the trade of Ireland; it is not ſo. It has been 
repreſented as a boon from England; it is not ſo. | 

Ihe act of navigation is an act of empire, not of commerce. 
Cromwell was no merchant, his mind was compaſs, power and 
empire. — The navigation- act is a reſtriction on commerce in 


the benefit of ſhipptng—a reſtriction en the ſale of things im- 


ported and ex ported - confining the ſale and purchaſe to veſſels 
and ports of a certain deſcription,—The compenſation Great 
Britain receives is in the carrying trade; and a doubt has ariſen 
whether the benefits ſhe receives from that trade compenſate 
for the reſtraint ſhe impoſes on the ſale of the commodity; but 
as to Ireland, there can be no doubt at all. The act of navi- 
gation is clearly a reſtriction without the compenſation. Your 


trade does not receite benefit from the alien duty. The act is 


a clog on your plantation, and a clog on your European trade. 
— Does your trade receive benefit by being confined to veſſels 


of a certain deſcription or a certain port? You incur the re- 


ſtraint on the ſale, but you do not get compenſation : See your 


tonnage of 1784 : Engliſh in the Iriſh trade 360, coo; Iriſh - 


71,000 ; thus the act of navigation is a reſtriction on com- 
merce for ſhipping z a reſtriction on Iriſh commerce for Britiſh 


\ ſhipping ; therefore the act of navigation is a grant to England. 


1 dò not heſitate to make that grant, nor do I require to be 


exhorted to make that grant by a ſuggeſtion that an act reſttic- 


tive on out commerce is for. the benefit of our trade. , I know 
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ve muſt make ſome ſacrifices in ſome inſtances to the general Mr. Grattan 


cauſe. 1 know taxes are not commercial benefits any more than on the navi--/ 
is of navigation, but they are neceſſary, and therefore I do ga4onaRr 


not heſitate to conform to the Britiſh act, deſiring only, in or- 


der to warrant that conformity, that the condi:ions of the act 
may be effectually equal. As Iriſh conformity is neceſſaty to 


the Britiſh empire, ſo is Iriſh equality neceſſary to obtain that 


conformity, that is, the true principle that connects; it is the 
breath that lifts, and it 13 the ſpirit that moves, and the foul 
that actuates without it all is eccentricity—with it the two 
nations gravitate to a common centre, and fulfil their ſtated re- 
rolutions in the imperial orbit, by rules regular as the laws of 
notion, like them infallible, and like them everlaſting ! Nor 
do you here demand an equality of which you are not a pur- 
chaſer z you purchaſed the right to equal admiſſion or equal 
excluſion under this act by a long conformity to its reſtriction; 
jou have given to Great Britain for that equality your carrying 
tade and your market ioo, ogol. in plantation goods 
8 tonnage nor do you in fact deſire equal advantages. 


ou do not delire the Britith market, but you with to have the 


ſpeculation of the Britiſh market for the chance of you own 3 
i is not another man's eſtate you defire, but a ſimall channel 
through your neighbour's land, that you may water your own 
without the fear of inundation. The Engliſh need not trem- 
ble, their eſtates in.the plantations articled to render the pro- 
duce to Great Britain will not break thoſe articles. Cork will 
not be the empotium of the empire. Old England will remain at 
the head of things.—We only aſpire that the little bark of this 
iland may-attendant ſail - purſue the triumph, and perchance 


partake ſome vagrant breath of all thoſe trade-winds that waft 


the Britiſh empire along the tide of commerce. 

The equality we aſk is not only the birth of our condition— 
it is the dictate of our laws—See the act of 1782—the ſame 
benefits and the ſame reſtraints—a principle very inadequate, 
applied, as the rule whereby to meaſure laws not yet in ex- 
ſtence z very infirm ground whereon to pledge the faich of par- 


lament to future adoption, but neceſſary for your conformity 


toany Engliſh act already in exiſtence a principle of equality 
thus regiſtered in your own ſtatutes. The merchants who 
petitioned were therefore moderate, they are men reſpectable as 
merchants, as men of ſenſe, and men of probity—they did 
not defire you to repeal the navigation- act, but they did de- 


kre that you would not re- enact it; that you would not give 


uy new lanction or authority to the act, without eſtabliſhing 
ad ſecuring its benefits. They ſpoke like freemen the ſuggeſ- 
ton of the laws, and demanded their right equity, effectual 
equit)— They ſpoke a principle admitted even by the two 
Houſes of the Britiſh Partiament at a time not very favourable 
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to your liberty - the time of the propoſitions. —The fourth pro. 
poſition, inadmiſſible as it was, did not preſume to aſk of you 
to adopt Engliſh laws of ſhipping and navigation on a prin. 
ciple other than that of —— propoſition was idle 
enough to expect that you ſhould pledge your faith to a fu. 


ture conformity to future Engliſh acts but equality even there 


was admitted —even by that oppreſlive narrow propofition— 


therefore I think I have proved, that in the act under your con- 


fideration you have a right to demand equality, and I aſk whe. 
ther the clauſe fufficiently ſecures it? The clauſe recites the 
rule, and then enacts, and explains nothing—recites no prin- 
ciple, ſecures no principle, removes no doubt; it leaves you a 
verbal, not an operative equality; equality of law, but not 
equality of conſtruction. In ſupport cf a clauſe fo circum- 
ſtanced, two principal arguments have been adduced, one that 


. the act of navigation is the law already, and the other that it 


is not. As to the firſt, if the whole of the argument reſted 


here, the argument and the bill would be eaſily diſpoſed of. — 


*Tis true, the act of navigation has been complied with; the 
merchants, commiſſioners and people have obeyed it; the doubt 
muſt ariſe tomewhere out of this country, and if out of this 
country, 'in fome quarter appertaining to the Britiſh court; it 
is therefore a propoſition from the Britiſh court to the Iriſh na- 
tion. When we are employed in diſcuſſing this propoſition, 
and in removing the doubt the court of Britain may entertain 
about the exiſtence of the act of navigation, have we forgot- 
ten that there does not exiſt a much more reſpeQable and more 


| Intereſting doubt about its conſtruQtion, and ſball we gratify 


the court by ſettling the one point, and not gratify, ſerve, 
and ſecure the people, by ſettling and ſecuring the other ? 
The other argument that tells you the gavigation act is not 
the law, deſires you with all ſpeed to eftabliſh it, in order to 
fecure your plantation trade. But has any court of juſtice im- 
peached the validity of the act? Any merchant diſputed 1t? 
Any commiſſioner diſpenſed with.it? There is the ſame coy- 
tormity to the act of navigation now which obtained in 175+, 
when we got the plantation trade, therefore we are not called 
on to re · enact it, by virtue of the covenant, Suppoſing that 
ſettlement to have the navigation act in contemplation, the 
plantation trade is confined to the Britiſh plantation, and the 
navigation act is co-extenfive with the world ; there is there- 
fore a geographical error in the argument, ſuppoſing it to have 


any foundation in the fad - but to put this detiance to ifſue— 


J atk the right honourable gentlemen on the other ſide, have 
they any authority from the Btitiſh miniſter, to tell Ireland 


that unleſs ſhe ſhall re- enact the navigation law, England will 
| repeal the ſettlement of 1780? I wait for an anſwer—there ls 
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no ſuch thing. The plantation trade is out of the queſtion— Mr. Grattas 
] congratulate you, your minds are at eaſe, th:t fear is idle. en the nava- 
But it you were to examine the value of that trade, with the gation-aCt. 


jofs of which you are threatened, perhaps you would find that 
it is not ineſtimable. I allow it is of ſome value, I do not 
with to depreciate the grants of England; you do import di- 
rely and you do export directly ſomething, but not in any 
very great quantity. Whence do you get your ſugar? From 
old England; what bales of cotton manufacture or woollen 


manufacture have you exported directly to the plantations ? 


Have we forgotten what we have heard on the ſubje of the 
propoſtions, that our plantation trade did not depend on the 
at of navigation, but on the iſſue of the ſecond market, that 
1s, on the equal operation of the navigation act, of the act be- 
fore you ? 1 thought gentlemen went too far when they talked 
down the plantation trade, as it were nothing without the mar- 
ket of England, without this point of conſtruction or opera- 
non; but I am aſtoniſhed that they now urge the plantation 
trade as an. argument for adopting the act of navigation, with- 
out taking the precaution of fecuring that equality under the 
act, without which the plantation trade in their opinion is in- 
operative. One gentleman ſays it is law, another ic is not 
law z but both agree to prepoſleſs your judgment, by excit- 
ing a falſe indifference or a falſe panic. There is another ar- 
zument that comes in aid of theſe, which tells you, ic is of no 
confequence whether the navigation act is or is not law; becauſe 
the inequality ariſes from two out- ſtanding acts of parliament ; 
one the ac of cuſtoms in Ireland, which admits Britiſh planta- 
tion goods ; the other the act of the twelfth of George III. in 
England, which prohibits their import from this country; and 
therefore he adviſes you to adopt the act of navigation, becauſe 
there are two other acts of parhament which deprive you of 
is benefits. Before you paſs the clauſe under conſideration, 
recolleQ that we have not very inditectly been invited to iaſti - 
tute an adjuſtment with Great Britain. I am againſt advanc- 
ing on that ſubject; I do not wiſh to, make new points with 
England ;; there are ſome things might be better adjuſted, but 
| would leave that adjuſtment to temper and to time. England 
now receives France and excludes Ireland. I do not believe 
be need be afraid of being rivalled by either; but this is a 
conſideration for her and not for us; we have done our part; 
ve have opened our market to England; we cannot give our 
conſtitution; if ſhe chuſes to advance; if aſhamed to gi ve pti- 
ne ges to France which the refuſes to Ireland the wiſhes to tre- 
ax, 'tis well z we are ready to thank het; but if the court 
vines to advance, and propoſes the removal of a new doubt, 
by adopting a new and experimental. meaſure, ſuch as the pre- 


o 
o 
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ſent, we muſt aſſert, we reply by eſtabliſhing an old claim and 
an old principle. My anſwer to this propoſition is to take the 
act of navigation on its true principle, and my ſentiments are, 
Iriſh equality, and Britiſh ſhipping, and my amendment is 23 
follows—and my vote ſhall be for the amendment and for the 
bill, for the Engliſh navigation act on its own principle, 
He concluded with moving the following amendment to the 
preamble of the act: 1 | 
Aud whereas it is the meaning and intention of the ſaid ad, 
Paſſed in England in the twelfth year of King Charles II. 1s in. 
pſe the ſame refiraints and to confer equal benefits on bis Majeſty"; 
fubjeds in Engliuid and in lreland, and that both kingdoms ſpall bs 
thereby affected in the ſame manner. ; 


To put the Houſe in poſſeſſion of che whole meaſure, he 
ſtated that he intended to follow the amendment, by moving 
the annexed proviſo for the bill. 


« Provided, that the ſaid ad paſſed in England in the 
twelfth year of the reign of Charles Il. ball bind his Myjefy': 
 fubjedts of Ireland, fo long as it ſhall have the eſſed of conferring 
7 fame benefits, and impoſin: the ſame reſtrid ions en bob kings 
m5. 5 "- | * 


The Attor- The Ar TrofN EY GENERAL in reply to Mr. Grattan en- 
ney General tered into an explanation of the various acts regulating the 
in reply to trade and navigation of Ireland. He ſaid that the act of Charls 
die-Grattan- the Second had no reference whatever to the mutual tranſ- 

portation of colonial goods between England and Ireland; that 
was regulated by the act of cuſtoms which had been in force 
for more than a century. He was as anxious as any man fur 
obtaining that equality in trade ſo much contended for, but 
| how was it to be obtained? Every man reprobated the princi 
ple of mutual prohibition, and it was impoſſible to force Eng- 
land by any act of the parliament. of Ireland, to adopt a cor- 
ſtruction of her navigation act different from that which we ha 
hitherto obtained. 1 15 
He ſaid that che right honourable gentleman had ſaid that 
Ireland received no benefit from the navigation act, and atthe 
ſame time had allowed that act had raĩſed the Britiſh navy tc 
its preſent power. This was a new idea, that an act whicl 
had raiſed the Britiſh navy to its preſent power conveyed n0 
| benefit to Ireland—that an act on which depended the eaili 
ence of the Britiſh navy conveyed no benefit to a kingdon 
which had no other defence but that navy: We were, be 
faid, as much intereſted in its proſperity: as England herſelf, 
The right honourable gentleman had aſked, was the com 
pact of 1779 to depend upon the paſſing of the preſent bill 
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He freely anſwered no; for the act of cuſtoms more than a The Auor- 
century ago had anticipated the conditions to be performed neyGeneral, 
for that compact; but he had been induced to bring forward in reply to 


the enaction of the navigation law, in conſequence of an ex- Mr. Grattan. 


Ms 
jy 
b 


he 


ing 


the 


trajudicial doubt expreſſed by one of his Majefty*s judges, 
whether that law was actually in force in Ireland or not? 
The right honourable gentleman had ſaid that the fourth 
propoſition had originated with a remnant of Lord North's ad- 
miniſtration, who were anxious to get back the power that had 
been conceded to Ireland. With regard to the fourth propo- 
ſition, he did not, nor ever would allow that it trenched up- 
on the conſtitution of Ireland; its hiſtory, however, was this: 


—The oppoſition of England having over and over ſtated that 


the commercial propoſitions of Ireland ſtruck at the navigation 
of England, and the leader of oppoſition in England having 
laid, *© \\ hat! Will you hand over to Ireland the navigation 
laws of England, in truſt for you? Will you lay your com- 
merce at her feet without taking any ſecurity, or guarding 
againſt her caprice ? Will you give up every reſtraint ?”?* forc- 


* ed from miniſters the fourth propoſition, as a ſecurity that 
1 Ireland would go hand in hand with England in all commerci- 
ling al regulations; but the moment this was obtained, the Engliſh 

oppoſition with wonderful dexterity ſhifted their ground, turn- 
n en ed advocates for Ireland Itiſh patriots, and for the firſt time, 
7 the aſſertors of our conſtitution. Indeed the trick was at firſt 
harles thought too groſs and palpable even by themſelves, but they 
trank- perſiſted in it on a preſumption, as they ſaid, that nothing was 
z that too groſs for Iriſh ſtupidity. He would therefore take away 
force every ſuch argument in future, and by paſſing the bill convince 
an for thoſe gentry that we could ſee through their defign, and ſhew 
r, but to England that ſo far from her navigation being in any danger 
princi from us, we felt as much anxiety as ſhe could to promote it. 
Eng- Thus would the enemies of Ireland be deprived of one of their 


a Con- 
we ha 


ſtrongeſt grounds of oppoſition. 5 | 
He. then adverted to the amendment propoſed, which he ſaid 
would effect the very point Mr. Grattan wiſhed to remove,— 


id that The great misfortune of Mr. Velverton's act was, that it was 
d at the impoilible to know what laws were enforced by it, and what 
navy to were not. This proviſo would make the matter worſe, by ad- 
t which ding another inexplicable puzzle. 

eyed nd As to what the right honourable gentleman had ſaid of the 
1e exil bipping of Ireland being deſtroyed: by the Engliſh monopoly 
cingdon under the navigation law, he could not admit it; for England 
vere, | had granted to Iriſh ſhipping every advantage that ſhe gives her 
erſelf, own; and if the quantity of Iriſh tonnage did not exceed 
he com 71,000 tons, the cauſe of the deficiency muſt be fought ſome- 


ent bill 


where elſe, and not in the laws of England. 
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Upon the whole he thought the right honourab'e gentlen a “s 
amendment would have a tendency directly oppoſite to his de- 
fire, and therefore he would vote againſt it. 


Mr. Grattan. Mr. GaaTTaAN tofe and ſaid the right honourable gentle. 
man makes a reply neceſſaty; he charges me wirh ſpeaking 
without knowing well what I was about. I had rather he 
the object of his {everity, than the retaliator of it; he has 
miſtated what 1 faid. Perhaps a very able advocate, which 
moſt undoubtedly he is, may thiak miſtating a very fair ügute 
of argument, I did not ſay that the act, of navigation was 
the law of Ircland.—lI gave no opinion. I ſaid ſome great 
lawyers doubted, but the people obeyed.— did not {ay 
that we had no benefit from the direct plantation trade, bu: 
1 did fay, that as yet we had not any great benefit from it, 
no great direct export or import. he right honourable 
member has ſpoken of the Engliſh oppoſition much to their 
diſadvantage. They had one merit, however, that of mak- 
ing the right honourable member Attorney General. He is, 
howevet, too high in ſituation, ability, and independency, 
to be the partizan of the party in goverament, or any party; 
but if he has cenſured the Engiiſh oppoſition, he has cen- 
ſured his own countrymen--at leaſt as liberally.—Sir, they 
wete invited to difcufs the ſubject by the miniſter they) 
gave ſuch an opinion as was approved of by many very able 
and vety honeſt men.——We ſhould treat that opinion at 
leaſt with good manners; particularly the right honourable 
member {houtd do fo, becauſe he has abilities and pretenſi. 
ons ſufficient to entet into the fair held of argument without 
any other aſſiſtance. However, what has fallen from the 
fight honourable Member is a proof that à certain afperity 
is not inconſiſtent with an excellent head and a very good 
heart ? 5 1 — 

Ni Ozilvie. Mr. OG IU vi ſaid that after the very able and eloquent 
ſtatement made by his right honourable friend, [Mr. Grattar] 
it was venturing vn the iuriorn hope to attempt faying a word 
on the ſubject; he ſhould not therefore go into the confidera- 
tion of the queſtion at large, but ſhould confine himielf parti- 
cularly to a few obſervations on what had fallen from the rigit 
honourable and learned gentleman, {the Attorney General) 
relative to the different conliruttions put on the fourth ſection 
of the great navigation act of Chailes II. in the two kingdoms, 
which was the immediate object of the propuled amendment, 
and therefore deſerved the moſt ſcridus confderaticn, The 
right honourable gentleman has ate), that the importation of 
foreign goods from Great Britain into Ireland cannot be ſup- 

ported on the natural confiruction of the navigation act, bu! 
that it is dependant on the proviio of the act of cuſtoms 
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whereas the prohibition of ſimilar goods from Ireland to Great Mr. Ogilvie 
Britain was in direct conformity to the gth ſection of the on the navi- 
great navigation act, as well as ſupported by the 12th of GR 
George III. chap. 55: whereby ſuch importation from Ireland 

to Britain was expreſsly prohibited; but as he differed with 

the right honourable gentleman on both theſe points, he ſhould 

beg leave to ſubmit to the committee the reaſons on which this 

difference of opinion was founded: In the firſt place, as the 

proviſo that admitted the importation from England to Ireland 

was a part of the great act of cuſtoms, in which the navigation 

act was incorporated, and whereby it became a law in Ireland, 

it was not natural to ſuppoſe that a clauſe, contradictory of the 

principle of the navigation act itſelf, and foreign to it, ſhould 

bave been introduced in the very ſame act with it, and at a 

time when the ſenſe and meaning of that act muſt have been 

much better underſtood than it could be now, as both acts 


MK were drawn at the ſame time, and moſt probably by the ſame 
5 perſons 3 whereas the Britiſh act had been paſſed more than a 
3; century afterwards, in the 12th year of his preſent Majeſly, 
* when the meaning put on the original act was made ſubſervient 
* to the purpoſes of the oceaſion; for as the importation of Ire- 
ey land is put preciſely on the ſame footing as England, in that 
Ky and every clauſe of the navigation act, whatever applies to one 
ble applies equally to the other; ſo that if the ſenſe of the navi- 
| at gation act were, as the right honourable gentleman had con- 
ible tended, to prohibit importation from Ireland to England, it 


muſt go equally to prohibit the ſimilar importation from Eng- 
lapd to Ireland. How came it then, he aſked, that the Britiſh 
parliament, in prohibiting the importation from Ireland, had 
not extended the prohibition to exportation from England to 
Ireland, as they. ought to have done by the act in both inſtances, 
if it was juſtifiable in either? It would be in vain to argue, 
he ſaid, that motives of delicacy had reſtrained the Britiſh par- 
lament from legiſlating for Ireland; for the very firſt enacting 
clauſe of that act was to prohibit exportation from Ireland. 
In fo far, therefore, they had acted partially at leaſt, but ſtill 
more fo in another reſpect, if this conſtruction were founded; 
for if the navigation- act prohibited the importation of foreign 
commodities from Ireland, it would ſtill more ſo prohibit the 
lame importation from Wales, or Berwick on Tweed, into 
England, for in the original act, Ireland ſtood betwecn Eng- 
land and Wales; and if Ireland could not export to England, 
much leſs. could Wales, or Berwick on Tweed, which involy- 
ed ſo monſtrous an abſurdity as muſt neceſſarily overturn and 
deltroy the ſuppoſition on which it was founded. But this was 
not all, he ſaid, for even to wreſt this partial conſtruction, 
the parliament of Great Britain had been guilty of an action 
Vor. VII. 85 B b : 
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Mr. Ogilvie that would have covered an individual with infamy and diſho- 


on the navi- 


gation a&. 


nour—it had altered a record for inſtead of England, Ireland 
and Wales, as they ſtood in the original at of Charles, they 
had ſubſtituted the kingdom of Great Eritain—thereby ex- 
cluding Ireland, and including Scotland, which had not been 
comprehended in the original act. If Great Britain, he ob- 
ſerved, had been fatisfied by an act of power to prohibit the 


importation from Ireland, no man would have conteſted the 


competency of her parſiament to ſuch an ad; but when her 
parliament had thought it neceſſary, in juſtihcation of the 
meaſure, to found the proceeding oa the navigation act of 
Charles II. ſhe ought at leaſt to have been correct in adhering 
to that act, as ſhe left her reaſons open to be examined by every 
man intereſted in the proceeding z whereas, on the contrary, 


- ſhe had not only changed the words of the act, and thereby 


changed its tendency and operation, but had alſo drawn con- 
cluſions that were not warranted even by the very alteration in- 
troduced for the purpoſe. | 

From theſe conſiderations, therefore, he ſaid, he was induced 
to believe, that the original meaning of the 4th ſeCtion of the 
navigation ac had not been, in either inſtance, to prohibit the 
communication between the two kingdoms, but on the con- 
trary, to confider them as one and the ſame, and to prevent 
the 1mportation of foreign goods into them, as one ſtate, except 
as allowed by the act. For that this had been the true and 
original meaning of the act, he was convinced from every 
ſection of it 3 and that there no where appeared in the act any 
idea of conſidering England and Ireland as ſeparate and contraſt- 
ed with each other, except in the 6th ſection, which went ſtill 
further in confirmation of this opinion; as the intercourſe be- 
tween the ports of the two kingdoms is, in it, declared to be 
as from two ports of the ſame kingdom. 

But, he ſaid, a ſtill ſtronger confirmation of this opinion 
was to be found in the 16th ſection of this act; where an actual 
prohibition was to be found againſt importation into England, 
Ireland and Wales, from the kingdom of Scotland, except 28 
to Corn, fiſh, &c. &c. which clearly ſhewed —firſt, that the 
ohject of prohibition had not been overlooked at the time, and 
fecondly, that it never had been the intention to prohibit the 
intercourſe between England and Ireland in any reſpect, vr in 
any inſtance whatever. He faid he was aware that theſe opini- 
ons were contrary to the received notions on the navigation 
laws that they were cofftrary to the 12th Geo. III. chap. 55: 
he was ready to allow, but this act he muſt conſider in the ſame 
light, as the 21ſt and 22nd Charles II. ch. 26. as an exertion 
of power, and a violent uſurpation of the rights of Ireland, 
as ſecured by che 12th of Charles. But he truſted that they 
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would be found perfectly juſt, if examined by the 12th Mr. Ogilvie 
Charles II. on which the above act of his preſent Majeſty is on the navi- 
ſaid to reſt 3 for nothing could be ſo clear as that if the prohi-. $3192 3%. 
bitions of England were not founded in the act of Charles, 

they could in no wiſe be ſupported by the act of George III. 

which being but a derivative act, could not poſſeſs greater pow- 

ers than the original from which they were derived, as expreſsly 

declared in the recital of that laſt act. 

He faid that he was aſtoniſhed to hear that the right honour- 
able gentleman oppoſite to him meant to oppoſe the amend- 
ment; becauſe it was a truiſm. If this truiſm had been ad- 
mitted by Gteat Britain, he too ſhould certainly think it un- 
receſſary to declare it at this time; but this not only not be- 
ing the caſe, but a very improper uſe having been made of the 
partial conſtruction, he thought it abſolutely neceſſary for the 
parliament of Ireland to declare their opinion on the ſubject. 
He ſaid that his great motive for doing ſo at this time, was, 
that as from the change ariſing from the French treaty, in the 
relative ſituation of the two kingdoms, a commercial arrange- 
ment could not without the moſt dangerous conſequences, be 
longer delayed, this amendment might ſerve as an inſtruQion to 
future Iriſh negoeiators; for Ireland never ought to treat but 
on the footing of equality, and the 12th of Chafles ſhould be 
the baſis of the negociation z and if this were done, and the 
ſubjeRt taken up by honeſt and intelligent men, on this fair 
ound, he would venture to aſſufe the right honourable gen- 
leman who had already failed in this buſineſs, that it would be 
rery readily and very eaſily terminated to the mutual ſatis- 
action and the mutual advantage of both countries. 

But what, he ſaid, had been the conduct of Great Britain 
iu the laſt negociation ? She had ſtood on the partial and unjuſt 
& of the 12th George III.—had treated fot the reſtoration of 
jour rights as new conceſſions, and ſtated the receding from 


al ter uſurpation as granting a favour z and ſhe had demanded as 
q, price of thoſe conceſſions, a pitiful pittance of that very 
N bereditary revenue which had been granted, in toto, abſolutely 


ad expreſsly as a compenſation for that very navigation act, of 
the benefits whereof Ireland had been deprived, firſt by the 2 iſt 
he ad 22nd of Charles, and then by the 12th George III. Such 
ichaffering about a ſurplus of a public fund, was like a miſer 
pcting his own pocket; it was unworthy a great nation 3 it 
ws degrading to both the high contracting parties, originating 
9" n the mean ideas of a pedlar, inſtead of the dignified views of 


me wo great and friendly nations. If England be ſincere, let her 
on ſeign her uſurpation; let her recede from her unjuſt claims, 
— ud Ireland will meet her with an open heart, and a liberal 


and z and the W may expect for ſo honourable 
5 | 
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a conduct, wilt be a ſteady ſupport, a permanent friendſhip, 
and the inviolable attachment of a brave, a generous, and a 
grateful people. | 


Mr. Curnrax declared himſelf in favour of the amendment, 
He began with taking a view of the original act of navigation; 
that act, he ſaid, was founded on principles of imperial mono- 
poly—to depreſs the rivals of Great Britain, and to advance 


the power of her navy. It ſought to obtain more objects; 


firſt, by confining the whole export and import of her colonies 
to Engliſh ſhips } ſecondly, by prohibiting all importation cf 
colonial produce into the central ports of the empire, ſave in 
Engliſh ſhips z and thirdly, it prevented her European rivals 
from eſtabl ſhing ſtaples for that produce, by prohibiting im- 
portation, ſave directly from the place of the growth; but 
this was never intended at firſt to be a ſyſtem of prohibition or 
reſtraint, as between the ſeveral parts of the European Britiſh 
empire. It left the freedom of commercial intercourſe between 
England and Wales, or between Wales and Berwick z in 
which latter caſes it cannot be contended that any reſtraint 
ever exiſted under that ad; it was therefore in its origin an act 
equally affecting England and Ireland in its conſtruQion ; but 
the ſyſtem ſoon changed its principle. By the 1 3th of Charles 
II. Ireland was caſt off from all export to the Weſtern planta- 


tions, except the export of her inhabitants; and by the 23d of | 


that reign, by leaving the word Ireland out of the bond, ſhe 


was completely cut off from import of every kind. 


He then ſtated the other laws that eſtabliſh the excluſion of 


Ireland from the circtitous import into England, which he con- 


ſidered as equally unwiſe and unjuſt. He proceeded to ſtate 
the trade granted to this country by the Engliſh act of 1780, 
which, he ſaid, was gragted in the time of war, and for a 
great compenſation by a monopoly of our market, in excluſion 
of cheaper ones, and of a_ conſiderable revenue. It was a 
trade, he ſaid, of which we had reaped very little benefit—it 
was at beſt, perhaps, only a capability; but even that was 
reduced to nothing, if England perſiſted in the injuſtice of 
refuſing to admit the —— colonial produce from us. 
While our own conſumption was the limit of our import from 
the Weſt, ſpeculation was at an end, and the trade would be 
equally unproductive as it has been. | 

Under theſe circumſtances he conſidered the clauſe and the 


amendment. He ſaid a petition had been preſented by the 


merchants againſt the re-enaction of the navigation act, whilſt 
a conſtruction ſo injurious to their trade was founded upon it, 
and carried into effect againſt them, He condemned the diſ. 
reſpectful manner in which that petition was received. It had 
been treated in a way not very becoming the dignity of parlia- 
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ment, or the character of the petitioners, who were the firſt Mr. Curr:n 
merchants in Ireland. Their intereſt was a pledge for their on the _ 
integrity in what they advanced, and their acquiſitions were a $9192 48. 


proof of their knowledge of commercial ſubjeas, This clauſe 
enacted by reference a foreign act. Where was that act to be 
found, if pleaded in our courts? This mode of adoption 
might have anſwered the reign of Henry VII. when the power 
of England to bind us was admitted; it was neceſſary from 
the urgency of the occaſion, in 1732 —but it was not now ne- 
ceſſary, and therefore ought not to be done. If, faid he, you 
enact it by reference, you alſo enact it ſubje& to that conſtruc- 
tion againſt you, of which you have notice; that is, you enact 
a prohibition of your own trade. 


This, he ſaid, was an objection to form, but it was a form | 


in which the dignity of parliament was intereſted. He objected 
to the general adoption of the act, on grounds, he faid, more 
ſubſtantial, as it comprehended the trade of the whole Britiſh 
empire, which it was ridiculous in us to affect any power over. 
We ought not to meddle in any community of legiſlation with 
England. Her power ſecured her, but our weakneſs expoſed 
us to the danger of every thing like a precedent. He could 
not accede to the argument, that we were bound to do fo by 
the condition of the grant of 1780. He read the words of 
that act. It required us to Jay equal duties, and with thoſe of 
England, but it ſaid not a word of the navigation act. But 
further, he ſaid, that condition could only extend to what we 
got in 1780, which was only a part of the colonial trade, the 
reſt we had ſince the reign of George I. He aſked, on what 
ground we were now called on, after ſeven years poſſeſſion of 
that trade, to adopt the navigation las??? 

Did England demand it? Did the miniſter demand it? 


Was it not therefore madneſs in us, voluntarily to adopt this 


law, whilſt our commerce was ufjuſtly confined by the con- 
ſtruction of it? It was objected, he ſaid, that the excluſion 
was reciprocal between England, and was under the words of 
that law ; and that England was enabled by our act of cuſtoms, 
to import colonial produce. This he denied. The act of 


cuſtoms, he ſaid, reduced the duty, but did not expreſsly au- 


thorite the admiſſion by a repeal of the prohibition, if in fact, 
by any conſtruction of the navigation law, they were prohibit- 
ed. It had been argued, he ſaid, that this law was already in 
force. He examined the arguments in ſupport of this aſſertion, 
and they were, he ſaid, far from concluſive; but if ſo, why 
enact it again? 998 1 b | 
But, he ſaid, the reaſon of enacting it now, had been fairly 
avowed by a right honourable gentleman, who it ſeems heard 
ſome extra- judicial opinion that it was not in force, Is there 
then a doubt which Great Britain wiſhes to remove? Do you 
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not, in order to do that, give up your own act, the claim of 
your merchants, to an equal conſtruction of the law? It was 
faid, there muſt be ſoon an arrangement between the two 
countries; he did not approve of Ireland making any advances. 
on the ſfubjeC& z her dignity required that ſhe thould not. But, 
he ſaid, it would be folly in the extreme co advance, not by 
a demand of her right, but by an undemanded ſurrender of it, 
He ſaid the adoption of the navigation act without the amend- 
ment would amount to a decent ſurrender of the claim, to a 
ſurrender of a great point of commercial right, He then re- 
verted to the petition of the merchants, which, be ſaid was 


founded in the utmoſt prudence, and had been conceived in a 


manner that deſerved a befter reception. He faid, a virtuous 
parliament would always be happy in ſeeing and encouraging 
the ſubje&s, to conſider great ſubjects of public moment, and 
to communicate with them; but he feared ſome perſons were 
diſpoſed to diſcountenance the enquiries, and to ſtifle the voice 
of the people. It had been done on conſtitutional ſubjeQts ; 
he feared the ſame would be the fate of commercial inveſtiga- 


tion, If ſuch a ſyſtem ſhould ſucceed, the people would give 


up all attention to their rights, and the conſtitution itſelf 
would moulder away. Our late acquiſitions in that way, 
would fink one after another; the temple we had erected to 
liberty would be demoliſhed, in order to build ſheds for ou 
commerce, from the materials; and the unfortunate atchited 
might live to ſee the ruin of that ſtructure which he fondly 


| hoped would have ſurvived his labour, and been the monument 


The Chan- 
cellor of the 
Exchequer 
on the navis 


gation act. 


of his fame. 


The CaaNcEKLLOR of THE Ex chax ſaid he flat- 
tered himſelf the Houſe would readily excuſe him for not en- 
tering minutely into an inveſtigation of the legal conſtruction 
of that variety of acts of parliament which had been quoted 
in the courſe of the debate; it had already become exceeding 
dry and tireſome, and he would therefore endeavour to render 
what he had to offer acceptable, by making it as conciſe as 
poſſible, He ſaid that unleſs Ireland — to govern her 
trade and navigation on the ſame principles with England, 


ſhe muſt forfeit the colony trade which ſhe held on that ſpecial 


- condition. 


An honourable gentleman had argued that it was improper 
to enact laws by reference, and that whatever regulations 


were neceſſary ſhould be enaQted de novo; but he [the Chan- 


cellor] would rather adopt the example of that gentleman's 
_ honourable friend, who had enacted by reference ſuch laws 
of England as laid equal reſtrictions on and conveyed equ- 
benefits to both countries, 1 | 
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It had been ſaid that the act conveys no ben -fit to Ireland. 
If Ireland had not a common intereſt with England, then 
certainly ſhe had no connexion with her at all; but the act 
conveyed great benefits. Would any man ſay that a mono- 

ly in favour of the ſhipping of the two nations was no bene- 
fit? Would any man ſay that admiſſion into the Engliſh ports 
on the ſame terms with the Engliſh themſelves, was no bene- 
ft? Would any man ſay that the protection of the Britith 
navy was no benefit? - If there were no benefits, then he 
was * to admit that the connexion with England was no 
bene hit. WW 

It had been ſaid that the Engliſh tonnage in our trade exceeds 
our own, and therefore we had no henefit in the carrying trade; 
but he aſked, was it no benefit that f_reigners were excluded 
therefrom ? ; | 

He took notice of the petition of the merchants, whom he 
allowed to be reſpectable men in their line, and worthy of te- 
gard, but he was ſorry to ſee them unmindful of their own 
intereſt, and only ſeconding the arguments uſed in another 
place by their petition, which, if complied with, would deprive 
them of à great part of the trade they now poſſeſſed. 


394 


He took notice of what had been urged with reſpect to the 


wretchedneſs of the peaſantry of Ireland. Every man who 
did not ſhut his eyes to the appearance of miſery muſt, he 
lad, allow that they were miſerable indeed; but the only re- 
medy he knew of was, finding them employment, which every 


law, favourable to commerce tended to do; and as this in the 


moſt eminent degree favoured commerce, it behoved gen- 
tlemen, who profeſſed compatiion for the peaſant, either to 


ꝛccede to this, or point out a more effeQual remedy for his 
diſtreſſes. 5 5 | 


Mr. Cox av expreſſed his ſurpriſe at the right honourable 
gentleman giving into the fault 1n _ extent, which he at- 
tributed to the other fide of the Houſe that of departing to- 
tally from the queſtion, to which the right honourable gentle- 
man had not ſaid one ſingle word He had ſpoken, he ſaid, 
upon every other ſubiect, and had concluded with a diſſerta- 
tion on the ſtate of the poor of Ireland in a queſtion of the na- 
vigation law, —— The other charge made again{t that fide of 
the Houſe, that they miſled the merchants of lreland by their 
tloquence and their praiſes, he could not retort, nor could he 


compliment any of the right honourable gentlemen much upon 


either of thoſe points, though the ſet of men alluded to highly 
deſerved their attention and reſpet.———He ſaid he would 
confine himſelf cloſely to the queſtion, and endeavour to ſhew 
that the amendment was 2 which claimed an admiſſion 


into the Engliſh ports for colonial produce brought thithec 
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Mr. Corry from Ireland. It appeared ſtill more neceſſary, he thou ht, 
on the navi- from the arguments of the right honaurable mover of the hill, 
gation 288. Attorney General] fince, if the arguments he had advanced in 


his ſpeech were allowed to be ſolid, the bill, without the 
amendment, would for the future tend to ſanctify the prohib:- 
tion hitherto enforced againſt Ireland in the Britiſh ports, and 
alſo to prohibit the continuance of the admiſſion hitherto given 
to England in the Iriſh ports. He ſhould therefore, he ſaid, 
combat the poſitions of that right honourable gentleman, who 
had laid down that a conſtrudion of mutual prohibition was the 
true conſtruction of the navigation- act, and he would ſhew the 
Houſe that if that poſition were true, and that the other poſition 


of the right honourable gentleman were true alſo, namely, that 


if we admitced colonial produce under the authority of a rule in 
the act of cuſtoms, which explained away that true conſtruc- 
tion of the navigation- act, then, that from the paſſing of the 
propoſed bill we ſhould be no longer able ro admit ſuch imports 
as hitherto we have done. That ſo we ſhould juſtify the con- 


ſtruction of the act held in England, and adopt it hereafter in 


Ireland. | | 

That the conſtruction of prohibitron was not the true one 
appeared from the hiſtory of the at ; which though dated from 
the twelfth of Charles ſecond, had, he ſaid, been the law of 
England earlier; that law had paſſed in the time of Olive 
Cromwell, in 1651, and was well known to have been a mea- 
ſure of martial, and not-of commercial policy. He ſhewed 
this from its hiſtory, ſtating the reſentment borne by the rump 


. parliament to the Dutch, proceeding from the riſing maritime 


ſtrength of that nation, and which was ſtimulated further by 
their treachery at Amboyna, and their having even violated the 
facred perſons of the Engliſh ambaſſadors. Martial policy was 


the object and ſpirit of the act, the ſhipping of the country em- 
ployed in its commerce was the inſtrument and the means, and 


the commerce of the country came therefore incidentally and 
mediately under its operation. That this martial policy was 
but to be promoted by a general and equal operation of the act 
on every part of the empire, he ſaid, was evident; he therefore 
was warranted in that conſtruction of it: and ſo it was taken 
even at the paſſing of the at in the twelfth of Charles the II. 
for it was not till three years after that time that the ſelfiſh jea- 
louly of England converted it into a law of commercial reftric- 
tion, by forbidding the direct import of the colony trade into 
Ireland in the fifteenth of Charles the II. Further, he ſaid, 
the charge then made was only as to colonial produce; in 
contequence of that prohibition it became impoſſible to carry 
it om Ireland into England, as we had none to ſend; the 
European trade ſtill, however, remained as before, and Ite- 
land continued from the firſt hour to the preſent in the European 
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trade, regulated by the eighth ſection of the act, circuitouſly Mr. Corry 
from her own ports: He was warranted, therefore, by that on the navi- 
fact, in arguing that the original conſtruction was one of admiſ- gation acc. 


fion and equality. : 

He then adverted to the trade of America, and to the con- 
ſtruction of the act with reſpect to the Colonies, and called 
the attention of the Houſe to the power allowed them. The 
Colonies of America, he ſaid, had to this very hour the privi- 
lege of bringing the produce of the Weſt India plantations cir- 
cuitouſly through the continent of America to Great Britain 
an increaſe of duties had indeed lately been enacted in England 


on ſugars coming into Great Britain in that manner, but no 


rohibition whatever ſtood in the way of the admiſſion of any 
article ſo imported; by that fact alſo he was warranted, he 
laid, in ſupporting a conſtruction of general admiſſion to be the 
true conſtruction of the act of navigation. He ſaid the twelfth of 
George the third had been mentiqned, declaring the prohibition 
againſt Ireland to be the ſenſe of the Britiſh parliament : One 
thing was certain in that act, after falſely and unfaicly aſſerting 
the prohibitory conſtruction againſt Ireland of the twelfth of 
Charles the II. it regiſtered from the record of the Engliſh 
ſtatute book and the mouth of the. Engliſh parliament, the con- 
tinual claim on the part of Ireland to be admitted there; for 
the att ſtates, after aſſuming the prohibition, yet notwithſtand- 
ing the prohibition aſſumed, that ſuch goods were ſhipped 
from Ireland, and regularly cleared out of her ports; and the 
enacting clauſe is, What ?—That Ireland ſhall no longer clear 
out ſuch cargoes for Great Britain. — He ſaid the act was now 
mere waſte paper in any other reſpect than as it is thus regiſter- 
ed; the claim of Ireland for the courſe of near a century to 
have admiſſion with colonial produce into Great Britain. He 
obſerved further, that as England, Ireland, Wales and Ber- 
wick, were always mentioned together in the twelfth of Charles 
the II. what was the law for the reſt muſt be acknowledged 
to be the law for Ireland, and no man had ever ſaid that ſuch 


cargoes could not be tranſported from Wales to Berwick, or 


from Berwick to London. And therefore from all thole facts, 
and from every analogy, whether in conſidering the act you 
look to its riſe and hittory, its effects, the conſtruction for the 
European trade, or that for the American trade with reſpe& to 


the other parts of the empire, or laſtly to the ſtatutes themſelves 
of the twelfth of Charles the II. and the tweltth of George the 


III. he was warranted in oppoſing the argument. of the right ho- 
nourable mover of the bill, that a conſtruction of general pro- 
hibition was the policy of the act; and he had ſtrong grounds 
for ſtating that the reverſe was the true conſtruction and original 
policy, namely, that of general admiſſion and equality to every 


part of the empire. | 
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Mr. Corry. As to the ſecond poſition of the right honourable gentleman, 
on the navis that we admit colonial produce into Ireland from Great Britain, 
sation act. by force of the rule in the act of cuſtoms, qualifying and con- 


tracting for ſo much of the navigation- act of the twelfth of 
Charles II. he would make a few obſervations on that. He then 
read the clauſe of the bill, enacting that the twelfth of Charles 
the If. © is now and ſhall be of force in this kingdom, except 
fo far as altered by * at.” He ſaid the poſition of the 
right honourable gentleman was unfortunate in this; that it 
was flatly contradicted in the outſet of his own bill. His aſſertion 
is, that the act of the twelfth of Charles the II. is not of force 
in its original form and effect, becauſe it is qualified, and fo 
far repealed by the rule of admiſſion in the act of cuſtoms, 
without which we could not import colonial produce from 
Great Britain; yet his bill enacts the direct reverſe, by de- 


claring that the act is now of force. If his bill ſpeaks truth, 


and the act is of force, the argument cannot be true; and if 
his argument be true, the conſequence will be this, as ſoon as 
his bill paſſes, enacting that law, without any qualification, 


as it does, and ſetting it up in full force as it originally ſtood, 


in the twelfth of Charles the II. except ſo far as altered by this 
bill, it will ſtand totally clear of that rule Which he has ſtated 
in the act of cuſtoms, and will therefore of his own ſhewing, 
when taken in what he calls its true conſtruQton, and not 
qualified by that rule, prohibit totally for the future, the im- 
portation from Great Britain into Ireland. If therefore he ar- 
gues for a conſtruction of prohibition of twelfth of Charles the 


II. and ſtates that we import under a rule of the act of cuſtoms, 
qualif: Ying that conſtruction, and if he will now enact that pro- 
hibitory law without any other qualifying clauſe, as his bill 
does, he muſt allow that the effect of his bill will neceſſarily 


be that of prohibition, and will ſtop the importation of colo- 
nial produce hitherto admitted from Great Britain into Ireland ; 


and ſuch certainly is the reſult of the right honourable gentle- 
man's bill, and the arguments uſed by him in ſupport of it, 


when taken together, This law therefore would, taken as it 
ſtood, and as it had been ſtated, at once countenance the pro- 


hibition enforced.by Great Britain, and adopt a ſimilar prohi- 
bition in Ireland, which made him ſtill more ſtrongly than be- 


fore in favour of words claiming an equal conſtruction of mutual 
admiflion. He ſaid that the argument uſed, of the colony 
trade, as ſettled in 1979, depending upon this clauſe, re- 
enacting the twelfth of Charles the II. was ſo futile as to be 
anſwered fully by one obſervation, viz. this bill is not yet 


enacted, you have enjoyed the colony trade hitherto, and of 


courſe, without this clauſe re-enaQting the twelfth of Charles 
the II. if you have enjoyed it without ſuch a clauſe hitherto, 


. you will enjoy it without it equally in future, and therefore 
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he would ſay no more to that empty argument. He ſaid he 


had no ſhadow of objection to enacting the navigation code of 
Great Britain, but he had the ſtrongeſt objections to letting the 
act of navigation, on any occaſion pafs before parliament, 
without renewing the rightful and continued claim of Ireland 
to carry colonial produce from hence into the ports of Great 
Britain as ſhe did into ours. h 
He then adverted to the incautious and ill-adviſed mode 
adopted by this bill, of enacting the law of the twelfth of Charles 
the II. in toto, unqualihed _ unaltered, He aſked had the 
mover read the act in the Britiſh ſtatutes ? Did they not know 
that ſeveral alterations of it had taken place in England, both 
28 to N regulations, and as to commercial? Had they 
provided for all of the former, or for one of thoſe of the latter 
kind ? Had they conſidered, that as far as ſetting up that act 
inthe original ſtate and form and diveſted of ſubſequent altera- 
tions made in Great Britain, they were counteracting the prin- 
ciple of Mr. Yelverton's act in Ireland? Did they know how 
many of the laws of the Iriſh parliament were by the ſame 
ſtroke repealed and laid by together with the act of cuſtoms, by 
ſo ſetting up the tweltth of Charles the II. One great object, 
however, near his own wiſhes, and on which he had repeatedly 
uſed his exertions, would hereby be attained—a full and direct 
enactment, amongſt other clauſes of the twelfch of Charles the 
II. as it originally ſtood, opening anew the right of this 
country to trade to the Eaſtern Seas, beyond the Cape of 


Good Hope, and carry on a commerce to eyery part of the 


Eaſt z a right which he always had afferted, but which he 
now mentioned, becauſe he ſcorned taking that or any thing 
elſe in a ſurreptitious manner, and as it were by theft. He 
was convinced they had not looked to the bottom of the buſi- 
neſs, nor he believed thought of ſuch a neceſſity; it was, he 
laid, a bold aſſertion, yet he declared ſuch was his conviction, 
and he believed, that as they were going on, enacting as they 
tnought in many bills the navigation code of Great Britain, 


and that without any return, any equivalent claimed for Ire- 


land, they would, inſtead of rendering the imperial. policy 
uniform and ſimple, with reſpe@ to navigation and commerce, 
produce a maſs of inconſiſtency and confuſion. | 
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Mr. BexesyorD ſaid the laſt honourable gentleman feems Mr. Beres- 


to found his oppoſition to the bill upon two very extraordinary ford. 


reaſons ;—One, that by it we may-eſtabliſh an Eaſt India 
trade, which he profeſſes to be a favourite object of his; the 


other, that it repeals the clauſe of the acts of cuſtoms, which, 


ſtands in the way of the importation of colonial produce through 
Ireland into England. On what foundation this argument ſtood 
he could not conceive z but with.regard to the alterations which 


had been made in the navigation a ſince the time of Chailes 


- 
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the ſecond, if the honourable gentleman had taken the pains to 
examine, he would have found that they had been every one 
adopted. | 2 5 
So many and ſo various have been the arguments urged, that 
He did not know which to begin with; however, as no order 
had been obſerved in delivering them, he would take them u 
as they had been offered :—And firſt it had been ſaid that mu- 
. tual advantage had been intended by the navigation laws, and 
that therefore the admiſſion of colonial or foreign produce 
through either country, reciprocally, was intended alſo. 
This, he ſaid, was putting the whole ſyſtem upon one add, 
whereas to judge truly, the whole code ought to be taken to- 
gether. The act of cuſtoms adopts the navigation act, with 
certain qualifications and reſtrictions, by which plantation 
goods are allowed to be imported into Ireland, through Eng- 
land; but where, he deſired to know, was the law that per- 
_ mitted them to be imported into England through Ireland? 
There was none. But it had been inſiſted that Berwick, 
Wales, Jerfey and Guernſey, ſtanding under the law on the 
fame footing with Ireland, ſhould not be allowed to export 
colony 1 7 to England;; or if they were, that Ireland ſhould 
alſo be allowed the ſame advantage. As to Berwick and 
Wales, he apprehenced that the argument could have no 
weight; for though goods might be carried 1 7 them into 
England, this did not come within his idea of exportation, 
which he conſidered as a carrying over ſeas from one country 
to another; and to Guernſey and Jerſey, the inſtances were 2 
little unfortunate for the argument, as thoſe iſlands had always 
ſtocd in the very ſame predicament as Ireland. 


Sir Hereules Sir HeacuLes LanGcRrisHs ſaid he could not agree to the 
Langriſbe. amendment propoſed. by his right honourable friend, becauſe 
he would not annex a condition to the paſſing an act, which in 

all events was advantageous to Ireland, and eſſential to the 

future ſtrength and power of the empire. That by making the 

. exiſtence of the law contingent on the conſtruQtion of it in 

another country, you would make the exiſtence of the law 
perpetually ambiguous — That he ſhould agree to the bill as it 

had been originally framed, becauſe he did not draw the infe- 

rences which other gentlemen ſuppoſed might follow from it— 

That the bill neither recognized nor juſtihed any undue con- 

ſtruQion, but, on the contrary, placed you on a fironger 

ground in cale of any future explanation on this ſubjeQ—T hat 

this bill had two objeQs—fhirſt, it formally enacts what was be- 

fore recognized in a ſummary and unuſual manner, the naviga- 

tion act of the 12th of Charles II.; and ſecondly, it guards 

againſt evaſions of the law, by preventing foreign-built ſkips 

from being regillered as Britiſh'or Iriſh, Ihus it takes up tbe 
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letter and the ſpirit of that excellent ſtatute. As to the navi- Sir Hercules 
tion act of Charles II. he did admit that ir was rather a law Langriſhe 

of policy and power than of commerce; that national ſtrength va vs a 

called for an- increaſe of Britiſh ſhipping and mariners, vut 1 Tn 

commerce diſlikes reſtriction 3 however, as far as it goes in 

commerce, it is of perfect equality; it ſuppoſes equal reſtraints 

and confers equal benefits; and any departure from ſuch con- 

ſtruction is not warranted in the law itſelf, but grew in ſuc- 

ce:ding times, and originated in ſubſequent ſtatutes. © Whether 

this equality between England and Ireland was mutual admiſ- 

fon, or mutual prohibition of plrmtation goods, makes no dif- 

ference in the argument; however, if he could preſume to 

differ from very high authorities, he would ſtate it as his opinion, 

that mutual reception was the criginal principle of the law, 

but the praQice received and adopted in both countries was 

guided by ſubſequent Jaws reſpectively paſſed in each. As to 

Ireland, her conſtruction of the act is to be found in the act of 


cuſtoms, which recognized the navigation law three years after 
at it paſſed in England. In that act there is a proviſo, that 
ud « commodities the growth and manufacture of the Engliſh 
nd plantations, firſt imported and landed in England, Wales, &c. 
no c. and after imported from thence into Ireland, ſhall pay but 
nts half cuſtom.”— This regulation or abatement of duties is fully 
on, explanatory of the Iriſh conſtruction of the law concerning the 
ry zdmiſſion of plantation goods from England; however, he 
re could hardly be perſuaded that if the navigation law were pro- 
ays hibitory, this proviſo would have been ſufficient to repeal its 

prohibition. | | 
* As to England, whatever her ſentiments of conſtruction 
ale were at that, time, they underwent various alterations by a 
hiſs variety of ſubſequent ſtatutes. By the navigation law, plan- 
port tation goods were,exportable only from the plantations to Eng- 
r the land, Ireland, Wales and Berwick, but by a feries of ſucceed- 
3 Ing laws (the 15th and 22d of Charles II. the 7th and 8th of 
William, and 4th George II.) all manner of plantation goods 
ang were prohibited to be landed, from the plantations, in Ireland, 
BY except a few articles that eſcaped the enumeration in the act 


if George II. Thus the impollibility of Ireland's importing 
theſe goods from the plantations in the firſt inſtance, made it 


iis impoſſible for England to think about importing them from 
Tha Ireland ; till at length Ireland, finding rum had efcaped the 
5 prohibitions of the 4th of George II. imported large quantities 
Wit trom the plantations, and entered outward on debenture for 


9 0 England, but to evade the high duties it was clandeſtinely 
> ſkips ſmuggled into England. This evil and this fraud produced the 
: : remarkable ſtatute of the 12th of George III. purporting to be 
ly explanatory of the navigation law, but in fact prohibiting the 
landing of fuch goods from Ireland, by penalties on thoſe con- 
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Sir Hercules cerned. Thus the two countries ate and muſt be guided by 


Langriſhe 
en tte navi- 
tion act. 


their reſpective laws, till they be fepealed. Ireland under 


conſtruction in the proviſo of the a& of cuſtoms receives plan- 
tation goods from Great Britain, and Great Britain under the 
22th of George III. cannot receive them from Ireland; But 
the law now for your adoption is the law of Charles II. de- 
tached from every alteration, * except ſo far as the ſame is al- 
tered by this act. Whethet England was wiſe or unwiſe in 
zefufing plantation goods from Ireland he could not ſay ; ſhe 
muſt be the judge of her own interefts, and the arbiter of her 
own colonies ; but at all ever i ſbe was not unjuſt in ſo doing. 
She tells you, ** the has at the expence of her blood and trea- 
fure acquired colonies, but bids you trade with them freely as 
ſhe does herſe}f—ſend out your commodities to them free, and 
import their's, for your own conſumption, on the ſame duties 
we pay, and export them to the reſt of the world on the ſame 
drawbacks z but for outſelves, we chooſe to import directly 
from our colonies.”—Surely there is more liberality than re- 
ſtriction in that, and we could not ſtand juſtified in prudence, 
or in principle, if we ſaid, you have allowed us to import 
from your colonies plantation goods, therefore we will no lon- 
ger take them from you, if you will not alſo take them from 
us.“ | 

He combated the affertion, that we had bought thoſe adyan- 
tages, and ſaid, if we have given the colonies a monopoly of 
our conſumption, they have in return included us in a mono- 
poly of their's. We may find colonies of other nations to 
fupply us with ſugar, but where ſhould we find colonies to 
take our linens duty free? But excluſive of every commercial 
idea, are we not intereſted in the imperial ſtation, the power, 
and the permanence of the empire? If eolonies are neceſſary 
to the naval ſtrength of the empire, are we not deeply intereſt- 
ed in their ſupport? Can you ſtand indifferent ſpeQators of 
the growth or decline of that power to which you muſt owe 

our proteCtion ? Or could you, whilſt you repoſe under the 
Helter of her navy, entertain an idea of diverting your reſources 


from her, to improve the trade, the navigation, and the ſtrength 


of her enemies ? | | 

He objected to the idea of holding back this meaſure, fo 
eſſential to England, as an article of barter and compromiſe 
on a future accommodation: That thoſe were not ſentiments 
becoming the relation between the two countries z beſides the 
navigation law was, excluſive of all other relations, valuable 
to Ireland, inaſmuch as ſhe values a participation in the rights 
of Britiſh ſhipping, or looks forward to the increaſe of her own 
firength and navigation. On the whole, if the ſhadow of 2 
doubt ſubſiſted it ſhould be temoved—the law was eſſential 
it was always thought to be in force—it always ought to be in 
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force—it was the prop of our preſent ſecurity—the pledge of 
our future greatneſs—it was the condition of our colony trade, 
and the bond of connexion between the two countries. 


Mr. Maso faid gentlemen had urged that by rejecting the Mr. Maſon, 
bill Ireland would be free from reſtraint, and at liberty to trade 
where ſhe thought proper; but he begged leave to remind them, 

that the trade to England or the colonies did not depend upon 

any act of this legiſlature z and if any perfon was to attempt 
carrying it on contrary to the navigation act, he would moſt 
certainly be ſtopped in England, or in the plantations. The 
queſtion then was, whether Ireland would Chooſe to carry on 

the trade under their "own law, which by paſſing the bill they 
would do, or under the law of a foreign legiſlature, which 
muſt be the caſe if they rejected the bill ? 


Major Hog ART. I would not have riſen upon this ſubjeQ Major Ho- 
at all, but for what has fallen in the courſe of the debate con- bart. 
cerning the relative ſituation of Ireland and France, teſpecting 
the trade with England; to that I give this anſwer :—lf a 
French ſhip artives in a Britiſh port, loaded with the produc- 
tions or manufactures of France, the maſter will be told, you 
may enter your cargo, paying the ſtipulated duties: but 
; if an Iriſh ſhip, laden with the productions or ſtaple manufac- 
ture of Iteland, arrives in the fame port, the maſter is told, you 
may enter your cargo without paying any duty at all. 


. Mr. GxnaTTAN faid ſo clear was he of opinion, ſo ſelf- fr. Grattas 
) evident was the neceſſity of the amendment, that he would not 
0 heſitate to divide ſingly upon it againſt a whole Houſe of Com- 
l mons. Upon what principle did gentlemen aſſert that they 


, approved the bill ? Upon the principle of its bearing a fimilar 

y WH confiruQion in both kingdoms; yet when this very principle 

— was offered for inſertion in the bill, for the amendment was 

}f nothing more or leſs, they were diſpoſed to reject it! Was 

e this conſiſtent? He aſked, would gentlemen negative a plain, 

i laple motion, whoſe only polſible tendency was to explain a 

es doubt injurious to the nation? | 

th Mr. De NN Is DaLy faid, he roſe to reſcue himſelf from the Mr. Dennis 

(, imputation of negativing the motion. I rely on it, he ſaid, we Daly. 

ſe do not negative it ; we refuſe to inſert it in the bill, becauſe 

-" every man knows of how great importance it is to us to have 

- the navigation of England without doubt or embarraſſment ; 

via 1 avoid doubt or embarraſſment, we refuſe to 

ats e motion. c | DT” 

vn Mr. GxaTTan ſaid, then it is agreed that the navigation Mr.Grattang 
| : . . . 

bn aw conveys the ſame benefits and impoſes the fame reſtrictions 


Fe on both nations, I deſite this may be remembered. 
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Mr: Burton Mr. Bux Tod Conyncnan objected to the motion, a3 
Cooynghaw. throwing a doubt on a matter at preſent perfectly clear. 


The queſtion being put on Mr. Grattan's amendment, the 
committee divided. 


Ayes, — 5$2,-——Noes, — 127. 


e 


WepntesDpayY, Maxch 21, 1787. 


Arr. Annefj- The Honourable Mr. AnnesLey preſented to the Houſe, 

ky. according to order, a bill for preventing the wilful deftruQtion 

| of turnpike gates, and for the better fecuring the tolls at ſuch 
gates 3 which was received and read the firſt time. 


The Chan- The CHANCELLOR or THE Exc Edu preſented to 
ee hy the Houſe, according to order, a bill for the better regulation 
quer. of hackney carria es, hackney ſedans, and porters plying for 
hire in the city of Dublin, or within ſeven miles thereof, and 
for transferring the receipt and management of certain duties 
from the Governors of the Foundling Hoſpital and Workhouſe 
in the ſaid city to the Commiſſioners of Police; which was re- 
ceived and read the firſt time. 


Nr. Trench. Mr. Txexcn ſaid he approved the bill as it would take a 
troubleſome office out of the hands of gentlemen who were 
not able to perform it, and veſt the funds in a body who would 
be capable of collecting them. He faid when the bill came to 
be committed, he would move for leave to inſert a clauſe for 
procuring ſome aid to a deferving charity, as all local taxes 
leemed here transferred and abſorbed. That as. to ornamen- 
tal work, or unneceſſary expenditure, mentioned by the right 
honourable gentleman, [Chancellor of the Exchequer} on a 
former ſubject, he could aſſert all that was uſed in a build- 
ing he was ſomewhat concerned in aroſe from the liberal be- 
nefaction of an individual, and was neither public money nor 
a Charitable fund. 


Tuuxs par, Makch 22, 1787. 


Mr. Charls Mr. CuARLES O' NEIL I preſented to the Houſe, accotd- 
ing to order, a bill to render more effectual an act, intitled 


O Neill. 
* An act for the more ſpeedy and eaſy recovery of {nuall 
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debts in the ma nor courts within this kingdom, and for regu- 
lating the coſts of proceedings for that parpoſe;' which was 
received and read the firſt time. pe; 


A petition of the linen-drapers of the counties of Tyrone, Petition of 
Armagh, Down and Derry, whoſe names are thereunto ſub- the linen- 
ſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, drapers of 
that the petitioners obſerve with peculiar fatisfaRtion, that the beg ing 
Houſe have appointed a committee to examine into the ſtate A. : 
of the Tyrone collieries and navigation, for which they beg Down and 
leave humble to return their thanks, and to bear teſtimony in Derry. 
the fulleſt manner of the great wiſdom of the Houſe in direQ- 
ing their attention to thoſe important objects, as upon the flou- 
tihing ſtate of the coal trade of Tyrone, and an effectual 
communication between the collieries and Lough Neagh, the 
linen manufacture of a great part of the counties of Down, 

Derry, Antrim, Armagh and Tyrone will ultimately depend; 
that the petitioners will not trouble the Houſe with ſtating the 
great advantages that muſt derive to the public in general in an 


or effectual encouragement being held out to the national collieries, 
nd but fball confine themſelves to a ſingle point, in which their 
es own trade is immediately concerned The bleacher, from the 


precarious ſtate of the Tyrone collieries, is obliged in general 
to reſort to Engliſh coal for the ſupply of his greens at a very 
heavy ex pence, as in the proceſs of bleaching every thouſand 
pieces of linen thirty tuns of coal are required—The weaver, 


Sp from the nearly exhauſted ſtate of the turf bogs, muſt ſoon 
= have recourſe to coals, and as the expence of Engliſh fuel will 
: be far beyond his means, the total annihilation of a great ma- 
=y nufacture, which now gives employment to hundreds of thou- 
on lands, may be moſt ſeriouſly apprehended z and therefore pray- 
8 ing the Houſe to deviſe means that the Tyrone collieries may 
= be effectually worked, and the communication therefrom to 
. g Lough Neagh completed, | 
ild- Mr. Coax gave notice, that he. would make a motion the Mr. Corry] 
be- next day for ſimplifying the revenue laws of this kingdom: 
0 Their preſent unintelligibleneſs, he declared, was attended 
with many inconveniences to the mercantile intereſts, and was 
the principal cauſe of a variety of frauds and extortions being 
practiſed. ä EI, | 
The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the bill for 
regulating public ſales or auctions, Alderman Warren in the 
. chair, : 
itled When the clauſe was read in the bill, purporting that the 


Call names of thoſe perſons who intended to diipoſe of their goods 
Vor. VII. Cc EE 
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by auction, ſhould be placed up in the Royal Exchange for a 
ſpecified number of days previous to ſuch ſales being made, 


The Spek- The SerArtR declared it muſt be a very injurious and dif. 
oy agreeable circumſtance, that perſons ſhould be thus obliged to 
hold out their names to public view; which neither delicacy or 
ſound prudence might admit of, pr eiſe be under the necetlity 
of leaving their goods unſold, In a country where ſeveral 
manufactures may not have arrived to maturity, goods of an 
inferior quality. wonld, perhaps, remain a very conſiderable 
time on the manufacturers hands, if ſuch places of public fale 
were not to be found. The bill alſo ſet forth, that the auc- 
tioneer, diſpoſing of goods that had not paid the entries, was 
liable to heavy penalties. Was it not poſlible, nay highly pro- 
bable, that fuch perſons would be liable to ſell ſmuggled goods 


very frequently, without being conſcious that they were ſuch? 
The bill alfo declared that the perſons whoſe goods were ſold at 
ſuch places of public ſale, fifteen per cent. below the value, , 
were not to be allowed the henefits ariſing from the ſtatute of , 
bankruptcy. How is it poflible, ſaid he, for the perſons ſend- - 
ing in their goods to auction, to afhx a price thereon, when 
they muſt go to the higheſt bidder ? That therefore the bill in F 
its preſent ſtate was improper in many parts, and unfriendly to \ 
that true level which trade ſhould always make for itſelf. If | 
ſuch inſtitutions had their evils and abuſes, they carried their " 
own remedy along with them, for they mult fall of themſelves. g 
As they did not exiſt above a year, he could wiſh they were - 
left to remain in their prefent ſtate till the next ſeſſion, for a | 
matter of experiment, and would therefore wiſh to poſtpone ” 
the preſent conſideration. "> 
Mr. Hartley. Mr. Haz TLey ſaid that in bringing forward this hill, he had on 
conſulted with ſome of the moſt reſpectable manufacturers and PAY 
ſhopkeepers in this city, who declared the neceſſity of having an 
ſuch regulations adopted. He did not mean to have auctions Tt 
ſuppreſſed, on the contrary, he intended their exiſtence, by he 
putting them under ſuch reſtrictions as would prevent thett 
abuſes, but inſure their benefits. It was not wholeſale auctions no1 
he wanted to put under regulations, but retail ones. ow 
Mr. Stewart. Mr SrEwA Ax faid that in ſuch places ſmuggled goods were the 
ſold, to the injury of his Majeſty's revenue, and that they dec 
were hurtful to thoſe ſhoup-keepers who had fitted out ſuch y 
elegant ſhops and houſes as ornamented our principal ſtreets. obje 
Sir John Sir Joun BLaqQuieke aſſerted, that the ſales of bad goods » 
Blaquiere. muſt be highly injurious to this city, and contended for the ar 
abſolute propriety of the preſent bill. = 
The Secre- | The SECRETARY or STATE was for having it poſtponed. gent 


taryof State. 
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The Cnancrri.10R of THE ExCHEQUER ſaid that no ſuch The Chan- 


reſtrictions are laid on in England or elſewhere. 


The further conſideration was then poſtponed to Monday. 


a 2 * — 


— 


FRI DAV, MaRch 23, 1787. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the bill for 
regulating hackney carriages, Mr. Maſon in the chair. | 


cellor ot the 
Exchequet. 


Major DovLe urged the diſtreſſes of the poor people who Major Doyle. 


were owners of hackney carriages z their caſe, he ſaid, was 
peculiarly hard, juſt at the time when forage was dearer than 
hid ever been known in Ireland, an additional tax of ſixteen 


ſhillings a month was laid upon each hackney carriage. They 


were unable to pay it, If they attempted to ply without pay- 
ing the tax, their carriages would be ſeized; if they did not 
ply, they ran the riſk of flarving. The latter, however, 
they choſe, and this was called combinatioti, The intention 


of the preſent bill was to hand over to the commiſſioners of ' 


the police the authority exerciſed formerly by the workhouſe 
board. He entertained much reſpe& for the worthy and ho- 
nourable alderman at the head of the police department, and 


was convinced he would always exert himſelf, as he had hither- 
to done, for the advantage of the public, but that alderman 


could not work impoſſibilities he could not compel men to 
pay money, if they had it not aud therefore if the arrear was 
to be inſiſted on, the public muſt loſe the accommodation of 
hackney carriages. An argument, he ſaid, had been inſiſted 
on, and, though unfounded, was generally received as a truth: 
that was, that the coach-owners had taken the advantage 0 
an increaſed fate, but had refuſed to pay the increaſed duty. 
The fare of carriages had not, he aſſerted, been increaſed, and 
he wiſhed to preis this on the minds of gentlemen. | | 

He concluded wich obſerving, that ſo well were the gover- 
nors of the work-houſe convinced of the inability of the coach- 
owners to pay the arrear of tax, that they had at a full board, 
the Lord Mayor in the chair, come to a unanimous reſolution, 
declaratory of that opinion, | 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExCHEQUER faid, his only The Chan- 


object was to enforce the law, and to ſuppreſs combination. 
He was not ſutprized at the honourable gentleman taking his 
opinion from the work-houſe board, or at that board, who 
had neglected to enforce the law, declaring that it was imprac- 
ticable; but he very much differed both with the honourable 


' gentleman and the board, as to the inability of the coach-owners 


io pay the tax; and while he believed the whole buſineſs to 
W ER | : 


cellor of the 


xchequer, 
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be a combination againſt the law, he would proceed as he had 
begun. g 


Major Doyle. Major Dovrx ſaid there was nothing throughout the buſi- 


neſs that looked like a ſpirit of reſiſtance to the law, but that 
the arrear aroſe from the utter incapacity of the people to pay 
„ | 


The Chan- Rs : 
6-4-6 Wl The CauaxcelLoR of THE ExCHEQUER conſented 


kxchequer. that the collection of the atrear ſhould not be enforced, 


Mr. Gardi- Mr. Gazyinrex moved the order of the day for reading a 
ner. ſecond time the bill for erecting turnpikes on all the roads in 
the county of Dublin, on the north fide. of the river Liffey. 


The bill being read, a motion was made that it be com- 
mitted. | 


Sir Francis Sir Francis Hurcuixsox faid he believed a more ini- 
Hutchiaton, quitous bill had never been introduced into parliament. It 
pretended to eaſe the landholders of the county of Dublin, at 
the ſame time that it burdened them with a moſt oppreſlive 
tax; for conſcious that the tolls to be collected at the turnpike 
gates would be inſufficient to pay even the expence of collec- 
tion, the promoter of the bill had inſerted a clauſe, or clauſes, 
enabling the truſtees to be appointed by the bill to form 
eſtimates of the expences of repairing roads, which eſtimates 
were to be laid before the grand jury, who were directed 
to raiſe by preſentment on the county at large the ſums 
contained in thoſe eſtimates. How this tallied with the pro- 
feſſions of the mover of the bill, who had repeatedly de- 
clared that the land of the county could bear no greater tax 
than two ſhillings an acre, and who actually procured a law to 
reſtrain the grand jury from preſenting a greater ſum, he could 
not conceive 3 but he could well fee that the intention of 
compelling the grand juries to repair the roads on the North 
ſide by a. general preſentment, whereby the people. on the 
South, having both ſides to maintain, would be under the ne- 
ceſſity of letting their own roads go to decay, was to give a 
plauſible pretext for extending this favourite meaſure all round 
the county. He concluded with ſaying, that the bill would 
make the grand juries mere cyphers, acting by command of 
the truſtees, 5 


r. Annes Mr. Ax Ns Lev ſaid the words of the bill were not manda- 
Ley. tory on the grand juries to preſent. 


Sir Francis Sir FuAveis Hurchixsos then read the words, which 
Hutchinlon. are, and they ought to preſent on the county at large ſuch 
ſums, &c." „ | 


Mir. Berews MF. Bzxevrord aid this was not the time to debate an) 
tors, Expreſſion in the bill; that ſhould be done in the committee. 
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Sir EDwWARD NE WENHAM ſaid he had been applied to by Sir Edward 

ſeveral reſpectable landholders, whoſe wiſh ic was that ſo much Newenham. 

of the former act as reſtrained the grand jury from raifing by 

preſentment more than two ſhillings an acre might be repealed, . 

This would obviate every difficulty, whereas the expences of 

collection by a turnpike tax, odious to every body, would 

probably exceed the tax colled ed. | 


Mr. CARL Ss O'Ne ii urged ſeveralobjeRions to the bill, — 
chiefly the flagrant injuſtice of making the ſouth ſide of the : 
county pay for the repairs of the north ſide; and as to the 
words read from the bijl, he declared that they muſt be conſi- 
dered as imperative on the grand jury to preſent, 


Mr. Ax N ESLE V ſaid that he only thought the whole county Mr. Anneſ- 
ought to be aſſeſſed for every road. , ley. 


Mr. HaTToN complained of the unfair advantage taken cf Mr. 3 
the abſence of the county of Wexford and other ſouth country 
members, who would certainly oppoſe it if they were preſent. 


Mr. BexesrorD ſaid he could not conceive why the ſouth Mr. Beres- 
country members ſhould oppoſe a bill for placing turnpikes on © 
the north fide of Dublin, thereby to repair the roads in that 
part of the country, : 


Alderman Warxen ſaid there was a very good reaſon for Alderman 
their oppoſing it, becauſe it tended to deſtroy the ſouthern Warren. 
roads on which they travel, by taking away from them the 
money with which they ought to be repaired, and — it 
to the north, which would ultimately ground a pretence for 
putting turnpikes on the ſouthern roads alſo, and would deſtroy 
them as effectually as they had done every road on which they 
had ever been placed. | 


On putting the queſtion, that the bill be committed, there 
appeared for the committal, | : 


Ayes — 69 


Noes — 44 


The ArToaney GENERAL preſented to the Houſe, aceord- The Attor- 
ing to order, a bill to prevent the forging, felling or other- ney General. 
wiſe improperly diſpoſing of Mediterranean paſſes z which was 
received and read the firſt time. a 


Mr. ConynGHaM preſented to the Houſe, according to Mr. Conyng- 
order, a bill to amend an act, entitled“ an act for the further ham. 
improvement and extenſion of the filberies on the coaſts of this 
kingdom z* which was received and read the firſt time. 


Mr. Corky ſaid he would offer buſineſs to the Houſe, not as Mr. Corr. 
an oppoficion queſtion, but one of puhlic concern and national 
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beneſit. He impuꝛed no blame to any ſet of men, nor did he 


mean any thing but a ſubſtantial meaſure for the aid of the re- 


venue, and of the fair trader, Ever ſince the 33d George Il. 
the revenue laws had been increaſing in number, for near fix 
and twenty years, nor was the number of them alone difficult, 
jome parts continued, and other parts repealed, new offences 
created, old offences with new penalties, many penalties ſor 
the ſame offence z great confuſion, he ſaid, pervaded the whole 
{yſtem, and it demanded a fundamental reviſion, 

He next took up the mode of exciſe trials: All trials were 
now of that nature ; ſince a few years ago, that an addition of 
five per cent. kad been added to the duties, it had drawn all 
trials from the mode of impoſition to the exciie tribuna!, which 
conſiſted of revenue officers ; parties, accuſers, witneſſes, 
Judges, juries, executors of the law, were all revenue officers, 
to the extent not only of a fine, but of impriſonment ; among 
them there was a reciprocity of intereſt contrary to all Juſtice 
and reaſon. The appeals from this tribunal, he next noticed, 
were to the lord lieutenant and privy council, but by deputation 
to commiilioners of appeals, who were judges in the laſt re- 


ſort. They were dependant, he faid, to all intents on the 


crown, and they were appointed by the crown to try caules, 
in which the crown was univerſally a party. Such a tribunal 


as the firft, was inconſiſtent with common law, conſtitution, 
and every idea ct juſt: ce; and the ſecond, was the only court 


of juſtice in the country where the judges were not indepen- 
dent of the crown, and yet before whum the crown always 
WAS a party. ; | . | | 

This, he ſaid, was one main object of bis motion, He ſaid 
neither were the laws ſufficient for the collection of the reve- 
nues, as had been acknowledged even in the * courſe of the 
preſent ſeſſion, dy the commiſſioners themſelves, eſpecially 
in the. caſe of tobacco and malt. Theſe laws, he thought, 
required reviſion, and to take in gentlemen of all ſides of the 
Houſe, ought to be, as was the practice in England, the ob- 
ject of government, that ſo they might have the information of 


_ all parts of the country. 


He then ſtated the proceedings in England on the ſubjeR of 
revenue for {ome years paſt, and read extracts from the ſpecches 
from the throne on the buſineſs in 1783, 1784, and 1785. 
He ſtated the reports of the committees to prevent ſmuggling, 
and the ſubſequent acts patted. He then ſtated proceedings in 
Ireland at different periods in 1757 and 1783, of ſuch commit- 
tees. He withed to have the time and attention of a number 
of gentlemen, willing to attend to the reform of the revenue 
laws, for the information of parliament againſt next ſeſſion, 


that then parliament might take the neceſſary ſteps with full 
information, and upon due deliberation, : He would reffain 
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from going deeply, at this time, into the ſubic at large, and 
ſaid, he conformed to the temper of the Houte, which had an 
appearance of ſo thin attendance, barely touching on the ſub- 
ject; and concluded with moving that leave be given to bring in 
a bill for appointing certain perſons therein named to be com- 


milſioners, without ſalary or other emoluments whatſoever, to 


enquire into the illicit practices uſed in defrauding the revenues, 
of this kingdom, and alfo into the ſtate of the laws relating to 
the faid revenues, for the more effectual preventing of frauds 
therein. 3 | 
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Mr. BexesrorD.— The enquiry is unneceſſary, as we have Mr. Beres- 


already adopted ſuch laws as were neceſſary on the ſupport of ford. 


the enquiry in England, but there is not the fame neceſſity for 
this country adopting, on every occaſion, the fame law with 
England; and the commiſſioners themſelves have made the ſame 
enquiry by going round the kingdom, which the commiſſioners 
in England never did, and if committees were appointed for 
the ſame purpoſe as that now moved for in 1757 and 1783, 
then there is leſs occaſion for ſuch in 1787 But he would 
confeſs the malt tax and tobacco tax were not well collected; 
it was owing to their being new taxes, and there not being a 
ſufficient number of officers to collect it, beſides they were 
not yet well ſkilled in the mode cf the buſineſs fo as to prevent 
frauds, and they were willing to make as ſmall an increafe of 
officers as poſſible to prevent expence. 


Mr. W. T. Jones ſaid he did not intend to have ſpoken on W- 
the ſubject, but from the unexpected oppoſition to leave being Jones. 


given, and from the indecent motion of a previous queſtion, 
he would venture to aſſert that nothing could dictate ſuch a 
refuſal, but the unwillingneſs always teſtified by his Majeſty's 


commiſſioners of revenue to hear truth on that topic. 


They were at all times afraid to hazard receiving informa- 
tion from country gentlemen. The abuſes they would be in- 
formed of, would be too flagrant and too numerous, 

When a commiſſioner travels in his revenue Capacity, he de- 


rives his morning intelligence from his ſubalterns.—Men often 


intereſted in deceiving him to ſcreen themſelves; and always 


_ afraid to tell him diſagreeable truths— And he derives his even- 


ing information from the bottle, at thoſe mercantile banquets 
ſo liberally heaped upon him; fo liberally. accepted, and where 
he ſo lavithly beſtows his tedious hours, 


Mr. Bexesrond called to order. 


Mr. Bux cn roſe to order. 
Mr. jones perfiſted in what he had ſaid. 
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Mr. Burgh. Mr. Burcu ſaid there was an end of freedom of ſpeech, if 


any member, inſtead of anſwering or explaining in reply to a 
charge made, was to interrupt or prevent it under pretext of 
order; there had been no breach of order except in the intet- 
ruption, which was highly diſorderly. 

He contended for the propriety and neceſſity of the preſent 
motion, which, he ſaid, was founded on the ſtate of the fe- 
venue law, deficient avowedly as to the revenue, and griev- 
ouſly oppteſſive to the people, and at the ſame time juſtified 
by the wiſdom and praQtice of England, both as to the mode 

ropoſed, and the ſalutary effects experienced from it. There, 
C faid, it had been found neceſſary and uſeful, though the 
dificulties and abuſes in the colleQion of their revenue were 
acknowledged not to be near fo great as ours,on account of local 
circumſtances, difference of circulation, bills, payments of 
bounties, arrangements of the army, &c. &c. "Theſe difh- 
culties were always brought forward and relied on by admini- 
ſtration here, in excuſe and juſtification of the abuſes and 
enormous expence of the revenue. Was it therefore they 
would not now concur in the mode propoſed for their preven- 
tion? would they not even meet the queſtion fairly on its me- 
Tits, but try to get rid of it by ſo ſhabby an evaſion as the 
order cf the day? He called to their recollection, the counſel 
for the commiſſioners having undertaken ſome ſeſſions ago to te- 
viſe and digeſt the code of revenue laws.—It had, however, 


not been done, and the only reaſon he had heard for the omii- 


ſion was, that they were found ſo complicated and contradic- 


- tory, that it batled the power of an experienced officer and 


good legal head, aſſiſted by all the law ofhcers and commil- 
ſioners, to reduce them to method or confiſtency—In what 
predicament then did the plain, induſtrious man ſtand, whoſe 


condutt and property were ſubject to every conſtruction that 
might he put on them, as well as the vexatious, arbitrary and 


unconſtitutional powers and modes of trial given by them 
againſt the ſubject? He ſaid he had been ſtruck by an obſer- 
vation made to him by an honeſt intelligent diſtiller, that “ if 
he were to bring up his ſon to the buſineſs, he ſhould think it 


neceſſary to bind him previouſly to an attorney,” He acknaw- 


ledged he had hitherto given credit to, perſons at the head of 


the revenue for their candour in acknowledging the deficiencies 
in thoſe laws; but what muſt be thought of them now, when 


they ſet their faces againſt an improved mode of redreſs, hav- 


inz abandoned every attempt at any other? He faid that this 
Was not a motion for the preventing of ſmuggling, or the re- 


gulation of revenue only, it, went to the conſtitution of the 
country, the ſuppretlion of illegal trials, and to reſtore the 
rights and liberties of the people. As ſuch he could not but 


feel concern at the determined negative it had met with in the 
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very firſt inſtance; he regretted it the more, becauſe he could 
fav, from his own knowledze and repeated attempts, that 
however great abuſes were, it was impoſſible for any man who 
had not the co-operation, or at leaſt, permiſſion of adminiftra- 
tion, to make any progreſs either in the detection or remedy of 
the evil, In attempting it he had found nothing but dii- 
couragement, Confederacy, and impediments, which, he be- 
ſieved, if they were not removed by this or ſome other parlia- 
mentary interference, would be found inſurmountable by the 
moſt able man that ſhould attempt it from that ſide of the 
Houſe 3 and whether the other fide were inclined to take up 
the matter and redreſs the public, the vote of to-night plainly 
hewed. He ſhould content himſelf with declaring to the 
Houſe, and to the public, that under the preſent circumſtances, 
he was convinced that all attempts or exertions for remedy or 
redreſs, were nugatory. : | 


ith. 


— * 5 — 


SATUR DAY, Mach 24, 1787. 


The Houſe went into a committee on the bill to prevent 
the deſtroying turnpike gates. 


tir Francis HUTCHINSON oppoſed the enacting that of- g: N 
fence to be f-lony without Cas of clergy, * that — 
ſuch a puniſhment would not anſwer the purpoſe of the friends 
of the bill, as no one would inform againſt the offenders if the 
puniſhment were to be ſo diſproportionate to the offence. He 
mentioned that the Engliſh were wiſe enough to ſee that, and 
did not make it a capital offence, | 


Mr. Anwesi.ty ſaid he had copied that clauſe from the Mr. Annef 
Engliſh ſtatute, but he would conſent that the puniſhment ſhould ley. 
not be Capital. | 


Sir Francis Hu rchixso faid the puniſhment had been Sir prancis 
made capital in England ſome years ago, but they ſaw their Hutchiaſos. 
ettor, and had, in the year 1773, changed the law, and made 
the puniſhment tranſportation, or impriſonment, at diſcretion 
of the court. 


Mr. Canaries O'NetlL moved to make the puniſhment Mr. Charles 
whipping, a fine, or impriſonment, which was agreed to. eill. 


Mr. Aa rnhum WorLye preſented to the Houſe, according Mr. Arthur 
to order, a bill for amending and making perpetual an act, in- Wolfe. 
titled “ An act for buying and felling all forts of corn and 
meal, and other things therein mentioned, by weight, and for 
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the more effectually preventing of frauds in the buying and 
ſelling thereof; which was received and read the firſt time. 


The order of the day, for going into a committee on the bill 
for the better repair of the ſeveral great roads on the north ſide 
of the river Anna Liffey, leading to the city of Dublin, being 

en the Speaker put the queſtion, that he do now leave the 
chair. | F 


Mr. Rowley. Mr. Row E oppoſed his leaving the chair. He ſaid the 
| conduct of the right honourable gentleman who had introduced 
this bill, appeared to him very extraordinary in perſiſting in 
bringing in turnpike bills after being fo often defeated ; in con- 
fining the turnpikes as by the preſent bill co only the north fide 
of the river, te conſidered it entirely as a manoeuvre, for if 
the bill ſhould paſs now, in the next ſeſſion the right honoura- 
ble gentleman would no doubt follow it- with a general turn- 
Pike bill. He faid this bill would operate as a very heavy tax 
on his tenants, and perhaps occaſion ſeveral of thein to throw 
up their leaſes ; another reaſon why he ſhould object to the 
bill being committed was, that a great many members were 
now attending their duty at the reſpective aſſizes as grand 
Jurors, who, if in town, would oppole the bill; and as the 


hour was now late, he would be againſt the Speaker leaving the 


Chair. 
Mr. Card - Mr. Ga DIN ER ſaid he diſclaĩmed all kind of manceuvring 
rr. in this buſineſs; as to the lateneſs of the hour, that could be 


no objection againſt going into the committee, for it was not 
now more than fix o*clock, ard he obterved that during the 
preſent ſeſſions, buſineſs of any conſequence ſeldom came on 
ſooner than that hour. | 


Mr, Hatten. Mr. HaTToN ſaid he was likewiſe againſt the Speaker 

leaving the chair; from the uncommon perſeverance of the 
right honourable. gentleman in introducing turnpike bills, he 
was inclined to think that it muſt proceed from ſome intereſted 

ei, | 

"Mr. Gardi- Mr. Ga Di Nx declared he was by no means intereſted in 

ner. the meaſure, and that he would be rather a loſer by it, as 

fy whatever property he poſſeſſed. in the county of Dublin lay 
within the limits of the Circular Road. : 

Sir. John Sir Joun-BLaQu1eke approved of the principle of the 

Blaquiere. bill, and he hoped that gentlemen would go into the com- 
mittee. 


Sir rind. dir Francis HUTCHINSON recited from the bill ſome part 
Hutchinſon, of it, which appeared to him highly exceptionable, and which 
be ſhould certainly oppole z he likewite obſerved that the 
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gteater part of the produce of the tolls would be eaten up in 
ſalaries to diſſerent officers appointed by the bill. | 


Mr. BextsrorD ſaid if there were in the bill any excepti- Mr. Beres- 
onable words, in the committee they would be expunged, and ford. _ 
he boped that when in committee, gentlemen- would examine 
the bill without reference to the property of any right honoura- 
ble gentleman. | „ | | 


The queſtion being put, that the Speaker do now leave the 
chair, it was carried in the affirmati ve without a diviſion. 


The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committee on ſaid bill, 
Sir Hugh Hill in the chair. 4? 


On the clauſe being read, appointing the preſenting grand 
jury of the county of Dublin to form part of the truſtees to act 
under this bill, n 


2 


Mr. GaR DINSER ſaid his teaſon for inſerting this clauſe was, Mr. Gardi- 
that he was well aware that the tolls alone, for at leaſt two or ner. 
three years, would not be ſufficient to keep the roads in repair, 
and as the preſenting grand juries for the county of Dublin 
were compoled of gentlemen, both of reſpectability of charac- 
ter, and remarkably aſſiduous and economical in the diſcharge 
of their duty, and though by the bill there was no coercion to 
preſent, yet prefentments would be called for in aid of the 
tolls; for thele reaſons he wiſhed that the grand jury as a body, 
ſhould conſtitute a part of the board of truſtees, who from their 
locality of ſituation, would take care that the money preſented 
was properly appropriated. He here obſerved on what had 1 
been mentioned, that the produce of the tolls would be eaten | | 
up in falaries ; and he. ſaid that no very great expence would 
accrue in that line, for by the bill there were to be erected but 
three turnpike gates, with a gate-keeper at each at a ſalary of 
twenty pounds à year, namely a gate at Ball ybough-bridge, 
agate on Glaſſnevin road, and one on Cabra road; as to the 
falaries to be given to the ſecretary and treaſurer, he left the 
blanks open to be filled at what ſum gentlemen might think 
would be adequate to the trouble and attention of the reſpective 
officers, and the reaſon why he wiſhed that the buſineſs of the 
board now about to be created, ſhould be executed by the ſame 
officers who have at preſent the conducting of the county of 
Dublin buſineſs, was, that he was confident no perſons could 
de found who would execute it better, and by appointing them, 
the whole buſineſs of the county of Dublin, in reſpect of roads, 
would be managed by one ſet of officers, -: ! | 
Mr. AnNesLEy was againſt the grand jury, as a body, be- Nr. anne. 
| 71 ley. 
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Mr. John 
Wolte. 


Mr. Gardi- 
Aer. 


Sir Francis 


Hut:higſon. was committed, to draw the attention ofthe Houle to a particular 


- 
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Mr. Joux WoLre was for limiting the number of truſtees 
to twenty-one. 


Mr. GaxDiNER, in order to comply with the wiſhes of 
gentlemen, gave up the point of conſtituting the grand jury 
truſtees under the act. 


The clauſe was poſtponed in order to fill up the blank with 


the names of the truſtees. 


— -— —O-——ww_—_——_——C  — —— — 


Monpayv, Marcu 26, 1787. 


The following meſſage was received from his Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant, by the Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rog : 


«© Mr. Speaker, 


44 It is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this 
Houſe do attend bim immediately in the Houle of Peers.” 


Accordingly the Speaker, with the Houſe, went to attend 
his Grace; and being returned, the Speaker reported that the 
Houſe had attended his Grace the Lord Lieutenant in the 
Houſe of Peers, where his Grace was pleaſed to give the royal 
afſent to the following bills : | | 


1. An act for the advancement of trade, and for granting to 
his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, tlie duties therein men- 
tioned. | 


2. An act for regulating and extending the tobacco trade, 
and for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the 
duties therein mentioned. #1 


3. An ad for granting the ſum of 4oool. to the truſtees of 
the linen manufacture, and for the purpoſes therein men- 
tioned. | 5 

4. An act for puniſhing mutiny and deſertion, and for the 
better payment of the atmy and their quarters within this 
kingdom. | | 

5. An aQ to prevent tumultuous riſings and aſſemblies, and 


for the more effectual puniſhment of perſons guilty of outrage, 
riot, and illegal combination, and of adminiſtering and taking 
' unlawful oatht. h 


The bill for the improvement of the coaſt fiſheries of this 


kingdom was read a ſecond time. | 
Sir Fxancis HUTCHINSON ſaid he wiſhed, before the bill 
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clauſe of it. The clauſe he meant to allude to impowered the 


commiſſioners to take in five acres or leſs, upon the borders of 
the coaſt, wherever they ſhould think neceſſary, for the pur- 
poſe of erecting light-houſes, &c. thereon. The only proviſion 
madg was, unleſs it was ground belonging to a manſion-houſe. 
The proprietor of the ſoil was obliged by it to accept ſuch va- 
luation as might be made by a jury. This was a matter which 


he thought required particular attention, and he did not doubt 
but the clauſe might be ſo conſtrued as to give the commiſ- 


foners a ſimilar power on the banks of navigable rivers, 
quays, &c. ; 


413 


Mr. BuxTon ConyNGHAM agreed that ſome attention Mr. Burton 
was neceſſary to that part of the bill, and it was then committed Conyoghams 


for to morrow. 


A petition of the manufacturers of the city of Dublin, whoſe Petition of 


names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe 
and read, ſetting forth, that the petitioners perceive a bill now 
pending before the Houſe, intitled ** A bill for the regulation 
of public ſale-rooms ;”* that the petitioners feel themſelves ſen- 
ibly affected by the r.cail auctions of manufactured goods 


which have been carried on 1n this city for ſeveral years paſt,- 


and particularly of late to an alarming degree, which if ſuffered 
to proceed muſt inevitably prove the ſource of much diſtreſs 
and calamity to the fair and regular trader; that the petitioners 


humbly conceive that ſales of manufactured goods by auction, 


23 they are now conducted, muſt be frequently productive of 
frauds, and can only be ſerviceable to the fraudulent dealer, 
manufacturer or ſmuggler; that the petitioners would un- 
doubtedly wiſh to have a market for the diſpoſal of damaged 
goods, or goods that bad failed in the manufacture, which 
they conceive they would not be deprived of by the proviſions 
of iaid bill, provided that the time goods ſhould remain on 
hands before they were ſent to auction was reduced from two 
years to ſix months; that the petitioners humbly conceive that 
the poſting and regiliry of the names of perſons ſending goods 
to audion will be productive of much advantage to the peti- 
tioners, as they will thereby at all times have an oppoitunity 
of ſuperintending the conduct of thoſe perſons to whom they 


aeobliged to intruſt their property; that a ſalutaty regulation 


of this kind will prevent the petitioners from the frequent loſſes 
they Cuſtain by perſons who with a fraudulent intent purchaſe 
goods and turn them into immediate money at thoſe auction 
rooms at a ſevere loſs, much below their value, and then com- 
pound with their creditors z. and'therefore praying the Houſe 
to grant them ſuch relief as the nature of the caſe appears to 
require, J | 03 


the manu- 
facturers of 
the city of 
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Mr. Denis 


Bowes Daly. 


Mr. Holmes. 


this kingdom; which was received and read the fiſt time. 


A petition 
of the Pro- 
voſt, Fel- 
tows and 
Scholars of 
the College 
ef Dublin. 
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Mr. DEN Is Bowers Dai preſented to the Houſe, ac- 
cording to order, a bill for aſcertaining the times at which the 
lent and ſummer commiſſions of oyer and terminer and peneral 
gaol delivery ſhall be held hereafter throughout this kingdom; 
which was received and read the firſt time. 


Mr. Hor wes preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a 
bill to explain and amend an act paſſed in the twenty-ſixth 
year of his prefent Majeſty, intitled An act for amending 
and carrying more effectually into force the ſeveral laws now 
In being for regulating the public gaols and priſons throughout 


He alſo preſented a bill to explain and amend an act paſſed 
in the nineteenth and twentieth years of his preſent Majeſty, 
intitled © An act for making and keeping in repair a road to 
lead from Nenagh in the county of Tipperary to O*Brien's 
Bridge in the county of Clare; which was received and read 


the firſt time. 


A petition of the Provoſt, Fellows and Scholars of the Col- 
lege ot the Holy and Undivided Trinity of Queen Elizabeth, 
near Dublin, under their common ſeal, was preſented to the 


Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that in the year 1751 the Weſ⸗ 


tern ſquare of the ſaid College being then moſtly ruinous, ap- 
plication was made to the Houſe of Commons by petition for a 
ſam of money for rebuilding and adding to the ſaid College; 
that the ſaid petition ſet forth, that by the ſtatutes of the ſaid 
College no proviſion was made for any new buildings, or for 
any other but the annual neceſſary repairs of the buildings pro- 
vided ; that in purſuance of the addreſſes of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, founded on petitions containing like allegations, from 
time to time his late Majeſty was pleaſed to grant ſeveral large 
ſums of money, amounting in the whole to the ſum of 45,0001. 
of which the ner ſum, after the deduction of pells and poun- 
dage, &c. received by the ſaid College, amounted to the ſum 
of 42, 5 öl. 63. 64d. only, as there remained unpaid of the ſaid 
ſum (occaſioned by the failure of the late Teller of the Exche- 
quer) the ſum of 10781, 198. 35d.z that in conſequence of the 
faid grants a ſquare conſiſting ot cut ſtone was proceeded upon, 
and the weſtern front of the ſaid ſquare, and about two-thirds 
of the northern and ſouthern ſides, according to the plan now 
laid before the Houſe, were finiſhed, the extremities of which 
were terminated by ruinous buildings, partly erected in the time 
of Queen Elizabeth, and partly in the time of the late Arch- 
biſhop Palliſer; that the ſaid buildings were carried on at an 
expence and purſuant to a plan that the funds of no private 
ſociety could be ſufficient to ſupport z that in the year 1775 
there remained of the ſums received purſuant to the ſaid grants 
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for carrying on the ſaid buildings 52081. fis. 117d. the ſum of 
37, 300l. 148. 74d. having been previouſly expended ; that the 
detitioners ſince the year 1775 have proceeded to finiſh the 
ſouthern line of the ſaid ſquare according to an improvement 
recommended by Sir W. Chambers, and have expended in 
building the ſaid ſquare the ſum of 53,8761. 195. 6d. exceeding 
the ſum received in purſuance of the addreſſes by. the ſum of 
11,358]. 128. 115d. towards which the petitioners have re- 
ceived a donation of 25001. and the ſum of 42771. 48. 47d. by 
the fale of chambers and old inaterials; that ſaid parliament 
ſquare when finiſhed will be a great ornament to the Univerſity 
and the metropolis, but the extremity of the northern ſide of 
faid ſquare is now terminated and deformed by a croſs line of 
brick buildings in a ruinous ſtate, the removal of which, and 
the enlargement of ſaid ſquare, will contribute to the health of 
the ſtudents 3 that the ſaid ſquare, together with the neceſſary 
undertakings in which the petitioners are at preſent engaged for 
the benefit of the College, can never be completed without the 
aid of parliament; that it is the intention of the petitioners to 
cauſe a new Chapel to be erected in the northern fide of ſaid in- 
tended ſquare, the preſent chapel being very ancient and in a 
very decayed ſtate, and inſufficient to contain with conveni- 
ence the preſent number of the ſociety 3 that the number of 
ſtudents has ſo greatly encreaſed of late vears, that the cham- 
bers in the ſaid College are not nearly ſufficient for their accom- 
modation, and the late act of parliament for eſtabliſhing a com- 
plete ſchool of phyſie in this kingdom has encreaſed the demand 
for chambers, by the neceſſity of providing for the profeſſors 
proper rooms for giving their lectures; that the petitioners have 
ſince the year 1775 cauſed a new ſquare to be begun, conſiſting 
of plain ſtone buildings, two of which are nearly finiſned, and 
will coſt the ſum of 47261. of which the petitioners have already 
paid 30961. 198. 15d. and they intend to proceed in completing 


the ſaid ſquare as they ſhall be enabled to do by the circumſtan- 
ces of the College; and havealto ſince the ſaid period advanced 


feveral large ſums of money in etecting an obſervatory, and for 
purchaſing aſtronomical inſtruments neceſſary for carrying on ſo 
important an inſtitution, amounting in the whole to the ſum of 
6259]. 15s. 10d. and che probable expence of further inſtru- 
ments and buildings wanted to complete the ſaid work will 
amount to the ſum of 2318]. 8s. 2d. at the leaſt, for which the 


petitioners have received by a legacy from their late worthy 


provoſt a ſum of zool.; and petitioners, from the opinions cf 
perſons of the greateſt learning and experience in theſe ſubjects, 
have reaſon to flatter themſelves that the ſaid obſervatory, when 
hniſhed, will be one of the moſt complete in Europe; that the 
petitioners have from the year 1776 to the year 1786, both in- 
eluſive, diſburſed ſor the purpoſes aforeſaid, and for their neceC- 
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fary annual expences, ſeveral ſums of money, exceeding in the 
whole their annual receipts in the ſum of 30,623). 58. 1124. ; 
and in their ſaid excrtions for the good of the ſociety intruſted 
to their care, have been under the neceſſity of contracting a 
conſiderable debt, notwithſtanding their having called in ſeveral 
large ſums of money bequeathed to the College by the late 
Doctor Baldwin, to whoſe liberality the ſocicty is greatly in- 
debted; that the completion of the ſaid parliament ſquare will 
coſt a ſum of about 20,000]. and that the petitioners are ready 
to engage to finiſh the ſame conformably to a plan now laid be- 
fore the Houſe, on receiving a ſum of 12,000]. payable in four 
years ; that the ſums neceſſary for finiſting che part of the new 
northern ſquare now nearly completed, and of the ſeveral other 
buildings for the benefit of the ſaid College, in which petition- 
ers are now engaged without any expence to the public, to- 
=” with the debt already conttadted by petitioners in the 
a 


id undertakings, and the ſum of Boool. propoſed to be ex» : 
pended by peticioners in finiſhing the ſaid parliament ſquare, t 
will amount to a ſum of about 1), oool. as will appear by an , 
account ready to be laid before the Houſe, excluſive of the 0 
large ſums which muſt be hereafter expended in finiſhing the . 
ſaid northern ſquare; that from an attention to the health and h 
accommodation of the ſtudents, petitioners have expended con- 
ſiderable fums of money in the purchaſe of ground for the en- jo 

: largement of their park, the encloſing and finiſhing of which p 
will be attended with conſiderable expence; that the petitionets h: 
have proceeded as far as the reſources of the College would of 
permit, and have declined making any application to the Houſe rs 


till ſuch time as they found themfelves utterly unable to finiſh 
ſaid parliament ſquare without receiving further aſſiſtance from 
parliament ; and therefore praying aid to enable them to finiſh 11 

- faid work, which when completed will have coſt ſince the year h 
1775 a ſum of about 40, cool. at an additional expence to the 
public of 12,000]. only. 


Petition of A petition of the owners of the ſeveral wherry-built veſſels pe 
the owners employed in the north weſt fiſhery of Ireland, whoſe names are fo 
— thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe and read; Be 
bot — 1 ſetting forth, that by the failure of fiſh on the north welt coaſt a 
this ſeaſon, where moſt of the petitioners waited for near three no 
months in daily expectation of them, they and their families a 


are reduced to the utmoſt diſtreſs z that they have loſt the 

rofits on the herring ſeaſon, which was their great depen- 
dence z that they have been obliged to bring home their ſalt, 
which the perſons who ſupplied it on credit refuſe to take bot 
back again; that they ate in debt to the rope-makers, fail- nc 
cloth-makers, &c. and for their outfit in many particulars to out 
various perſons, ſo that to pay their creditors they mult {ell \ 
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their boats, or to avoid being thrown into a gaol quit the king- 

dom, or elle become a burden to the public; and to add to 

their misforrunes, by waiting ſo long on the north weſt coaſts 

they are deprived of the benefit of the lent ſeafon at home, 

now far advanced; that they have done all ia their power, and 

hazarded life and property in the before-mentioned fiſhery ; 

that the bounty is now their laſt and only reſource; if dee 

_ of that they are undone for ever; and therefore praying 

relief, . 5 E 


A petition of the owners of: ſeveral wherry-huilt veſſels of 
Howth and Baldoyle, employed in the north-weſt fiſhery of 
ireland, whote names are thereunto ſubſcribed, in terms ex- 
attly ſimilar to the laft-mentioned petition, was preſented to 
the Houle and read. "BM 1 | | 


The CHaaNceLLoR of THe Excutquer obſerved, Th. Chan- 
that if this principle was admitted, of paying not only the cellor of the 
bounty under the law, but bounty not warranced by the law, Exchequer. 
it muſt be of the moſt dangerous confequence z and while 
gentlemen thought they were acting under the impulſe of a 
laudable humanity, they would do an eſſential injury to the 
fſbery itſelf, to the public, and to the ſyſtem of bounties. 


Sr ANNESLEY STEWART thought the humanity of the Sir Annefley 
Houſe appealed to, and that it ought in juſtice to allow the Stewart. 
petitioners the old original bounty, particularly as the bounty 
had been ſuddenly changed; as they had not had timely notice 
of it, and as they had fully performed every requiſite formerly 
required of them. | | | 


The CuANCELLOR or THE ExcHEeQUER roſe, and de- 3 
cared he was ſotry to trouble the Houſe a ſecond time on the e e 
ſubject; By the late regulation a bounty of ten ſhillings had Exchequer. 
been taken from the wherries and given to the veſfels who bar- 
reled their fiſh. The petitioners had not barteled, their fiſh, 
and upon this contempt of the laws, was the prayer of their 
petition founded. It was a kind of inſult, and he would there 
fore move that it ſhould be rejected as criminating parliament} _ 

Befides, the great national object was not a whetry fiſhery, be- 

cauſe wherries would fiſh ether a bounty was granted or 

not; and they have a market at their own doors. The wiſh 

was, to Induce veſfels to go into the trade who would purſue it : . 


extenfrvely ; and*who, from their having ſufficient room to cure 

the fiſh, might do ſo to national advantage. i . 
Sir ANNESLEY STEWART replied, that at the time the Sir Anneſley 

bounty was taken from the whetries, their ſituation was not Stewart, 

own. One: third more fiſh could be brought to market with- 

out barrels chan with them; and this was a juſtification of their 


. 
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not having brought them out. The bounty at preſent held out 
to wherries was not by one-half equal to that of Great Britain, 
and by the alteration of bounty. the Engliſh fiſherman can un- 
derſell us in our own market, at leaſt three ſhillings per barrel. 
Notwithſtanding what had been ſaid to the ditadvantage of 
Wherties, he contended that they were the beſt adapted to go 
out in hard weather, and fupply the home market; much more 
ſo than any ſquare-rigged veſſel, 


— Mr. JohN Wo TE. — Sr, I think it very extraordinary that 
y z motion ſhould be nrade to reject the petition preſented to 
you. Unleſs thete is ſome great radical defect in petitions, 
ſuch as libelling parliament, a want of ſignatures, or the like, 

J afſert they are never rejected by parliament, All people 
have a right to repreſent their grievances, or what they con- 
cerve to be their grievances, to parliament, and parliament is 

in juſtice bound tv take them into conſideration. But what is 

the real tendency of the preſent motion? and what is the lan- 
guage to be inferred from it? Why, ** to far from taking your 
grievances into conſideration, we will not liſten to your com- 
plaints,”—a language highly indecent and improper to hold to 


the people, and | hope it will not be adopted upon the mere ſug - 


geſtion of one right honourable gentleman, however reſpectable. 


Ing Chas The CnanceLLon or THE Excuequer denied the 
cellor of the grievance to exiſt, and ſaid the peticion was againſt the law 
Exchequer. of the land, and arraigned the judgment of the Houle, 


Mr. WoLrs.—Sir, I inſiſt that the peop!: have a right to 

— petition, not only againſt the law of the land, but againſt the 

judgment of this Houſe. Suppoſe an act thould paſs injurious 

to the private property of an individual, would it be improper 

for him to come forward, and repreſent it as a grievance ? No; 

and yet the Houſe would be obliged to liſten to what impeach- 

ed at once their own judgment and the law of the land; and 

ſo the argument is ill founded, and of no weight. 

But there are precedents in multitudes, where the law of the 

land and the judgment of the Houſe have been petitioned againſt, 

I ſhall only ftate the ſhop-tax in England. That was, beſides 

a petition againſt a tax, a thing which has been improperly 

ſaid to be inadmitlible in this country. Having ſaid ſo much, 

I ſha!l only hope that if the right honourable gentleman perſe- 

veres in his motion, every member in the Houſe will vote 
againſt the rejection of the petition. | 

The Chau= The CHancELLOR or THE ExcutequeER gave up the 
bcllor of the point, and the petition was ordered to lie on the table. 


Exchequer. 


into4 committee on the bill for repairing the roads in the 
county of Dublin, north of the river Litfey, 


On the order of the day being called for and read, for. going 
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Sir ED WAND NEWEN HAM objedted to going into the com- Sir Edward 
mittee. He ſaid he came to oppoſe the bill, fortißed by the Newenham. 


almoſt unanimous voice of the freeholdtrs and landholders of 
the county of Dublin; that he oppoſed it for three reaſons : 
Firſt, that it would for years render the roads about the me- 
tropolis impaſſable, as neither city or county grand juries 
would levy money for making or repairing high roads, unleſs 
the expenditure thereof was accounted for upon both. Grand 

Juties wete not to be bullied into ſuch acts; grand juries were 

the only remnants of our conſtitution, and they would con- 
tinue to ſupport it. Secondly, that it would create a very 

conſiderable additional tax on thoſe he repreſented, without 

their receiving any benefit, Thirdly; that it was a moſt 

partial and unjuſt bill, to make one part of the county pay for 
the repairs of another part, through which they never travelled: 

He noticed that bills of this tendency had been often rejected 
by conſiderable tn jorities of ninety and ſeventy, but now, he 
perceived, that that hand behind the curtain, which regulated 
the votes of parliamentary majorities, deſcended ſo low from 
the dignity of its fituation; as to extend its influence even to 
private turnpike bills; however, he ctuſted that gentlemen 
would act conſiſtently, and not give a flat contradiction: to 
their former vote. Such a change of ſentiment and vote would 
be too degrading in ary man of liberal principles: 


The Houſe then went into a committee on the bill, Colonel 


Roſs in the chair. 

On reading the clauſe impowering the ttuſtees to make an 
annual compoſition agreement for the carriages and horſes of 
the inhabitants on faid roads, and the rates thereof; a diviſion 
enſued: | 

A yes — 23 Noes — 15 

A motion was made for the chairman to quit the chair; but 
he being appealed to, declared there were forty members, in- 
cluding the tellers and himſelf. 1 


The committee proceeded, and after going through ſome 
ether clauſes, another diviſion enſued. 


Ayes” =. 1g is Now — 8 


On the report of the tellers, it appearing there were not forty 
members in the Houſe, the chairman quitted the chair, and the 
Houſe reſumed, and immediately adjourned till ro-morrow. 


; By which the bill cannot be proceeded on without the eſpe- 
val order of the Houſe to l the committee. 
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TutsDbay, Mazcn 27, 178). 


Mr. Maſon. Mr. Mason preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a 
bill for amending an act, intitled © An act for diſcharging cer- 
tain. arrears of quit, crown, and compobtion rents which have 
been growing due for twenty years laſt paſt, on the terms and 
in the manner therein mentioned; which was received and 
read the firſt time. : | 


Sir John Sir Jonn BLaquieke, after reading part of the report of 
— the ee appointed to examine — 5 ſtate of bs gaols 
in this kingdom, remarked, that the act of parliament paſt laſt 
ſetſion for regulating gaols, was conformed to in every part 
of the kingdom, ſave'onl y in the metropolis, and from the re- 
port it appeared that perſons confined in the New-Priſon were 
in the moſt miſerable ſituation, deſtitute of fire, of even ſtraw 
to lie on, or a blanket to cover them; it alſo appeared by the 
report that there were forty proftitates confined in Bridewell, 
all infected by the venereal diſorder, having no other place but 
the bare flags to ſleep on, with the windows of their miſerable 
apartments all broken, without fire, covering or medical aſſiſt- 
ance. Such a fituation as this even for criminals, was a re- 
roach to humanity, and though by the a& of laſt ſeſſion, the 

| pun of the coutt of King's Bench were directed, in caſe 
of non-conformity to the act, to levy the fine of two hundred 
pounds, yet in the county of the city of Dublin, the act had 
been totally diſregarded, and in no ſingle inſtance complied 
with, For this reaſon, he was of opinion that before the bill 
ſhould be committed, it would be highly neceſſary to ſet on 
foot an enquiry why theſe ſhameful abuſcs ſtill, exiſted in the 
gaols in the county of the city of Dublin, and perhaps in the 
urſe of this enquiry it would become neceſſary to examine 
ſome of the city magiſtrates, why the law in reſpect to gaols 
had not been carried into effect by the corporation of the city 


Mr Holmes, Mr. Holmes faid he entirely concurred in the idea oſ the 
right honourable batonet; and he added, that . in- 
tentions of the legiſlature in paſſing laſt ſeſſion the bill for re- 

ulating gaols in this kingdom, were carried with effect in 
ery art of Ireland, ſave only in the city of Dublin. 

Mr. Griffith. Mr: Gr1EriTH faid that the committee had ſummoned the 
Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, and the forenitn of the grand jury, to 
know why ar inſpector of gaols had'not been appointed pur- 
ſuant to act of parliament, and it appeared that an inſpector 
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was appointed, but he was not approved of by the court of 


King's Bench; by the preſent bill the corporation of the city 
of Dublin, was to return three perſons to the court of King's 
Bench, as eligible for the office of inſpector, out of which 
one was to be choſen. He ſaid that paſſing the preſent bill 
would be productive of much good, though neither the preſent 
bill, nor the act paſſed laſt ſeſſion met entirely his idea, for 
he was for repealing all the laws now exiſting in reſpect to the 
regulation of gaols, and bringing forward one complete ſyſ- 
tem; which he hoped would be done by next ſeſſion of par- 
liament. 


A petition of the Reverend John Elliſon, DoQor in Divi- A petition of 
nity, and maſter of Kilkenny College, was preſented to the the Rev. 


Houſe and read ; ſetting forth, that it appears from the report 


John Ellifon, 
Dor in 


of the Commiſſioners of Impreſt Accounts, made to the Houſe pivinity. 


in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, that the accounts paſſed by 
the petitioner for rebuilding Kilkenny College proved to the 
ſaid commiſſioners in every reſpect ſatisfactory; that every 
article was ſufficiently vouched, the work effectually executed 


and completed, and every ſum expended agreeable to the in- 


tention and import of the grant; and that on the whole there 
has been expended by the accounts, over and above the ſums 
granted to them by parliament, the ſum-of one thouſand and 
fixty- four pounds nine ſhillings and four-pence halfpenny z that 
the new college is univerſally allowed to be one of the beſtand 


cheapeſt public works ever executed in this kingdom; many 
members of the Houſe have ſeen it, and to them the petitioner 


appeals for the truth of this aſſertion z that though the petiti- 
oner, who acted under the ditection of the right reverend and 
right honourable the viſitors of ſaid college, paid the ſtricteſt at- 
tention to ceconomy in every part of the work, yet he had the 
mortification to find that it could not poſſibly be completed 
without exceeding very conſiderably the ſums granted by par- 
lament for that purpoſe; that this neceflity of exceeding the 
parliamentary grants aroſe in part from ſeveral unforeſeen diffi- 


culties which occurred in the courſe of the work, but chiefly 


from the petitioner's having been deceived by the eſtimates 
made for him, a misfortune not uncommon to builders, which 
the petitioner dares to ſay many members of the Houſe can 
vouch from their own experience; that thus circumſtanced, 
the petitioner was reduced to the unfortunate alternative of 
either leaving the work unfiniſhed, or completing it at his own 
riſk, and throwing himſelf on the bounty of parliament z that 
the petitioner chote the latter, confidently perſuading himſelf 
that the liberality of the Houſe would not ſuffer him to be a 
loſer by his ſpirit in completing a public work of national im- 


s 
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portance, and in which ke himſelf has only a life intereſt ; that 
the petitioner's ſecurities are paſſed for the ſum expended over 
and above the parliamentary grants, and ſubject to intereſt for 
upwards of twelve months paſt z and therefore praying relief. 


Mr. Orde, Mr. Orne gave notice that he would on this day ſc!nnight 
bring forward the out outlines of a ſyſtem, on the ſubic of 
education, which had been mentioned at the opening of the 

ſeſſions, in his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech, 


Mr. John Mr. Joun WoLrs hoped, as he underſtood that a grant of 

Wolte, a ſum of money was intended to be moved for to the College, 
that from the thinneſs of the Houſe, and the lateneſs of the 
hour, that the Houſe would not now go into a committee of 
ſupply. He thought it an improper time to bring it on, when 
one half of the members were in the country. 


de Chan- The CHaNxceLi0R Of THE ExXCHEqQUER contended 
1 of the that ſufficient notice had been given, and if gentlemen did not 
Exchequer- attend, the public buſineis was not to be delayed. 
4 Mr. Joan Wor Fre ſaid he was for having the money ap- 
Mr. Jo plied in building chambers for the ſtudents, inſtead of laying 
2925 it out in ornamental buildings, He hinged that the petition 
which was preſented to the Houſe, had been done without 
communication being had with ſeveral of the fellows. | 


he Secre- The SEcaet au OF STATE defendcd the petition. He 
ks ol State · went into a detail of the great expence incurred ſince the year 
| 1751, in buildings in the College, and faid, that the increaſe 
of ſtudents, which now amounted to feven hundred and hf- 
teen, required a great number of additional apartments. He 
ſtated in general, that to finiſh the entire ſquare of new build- 
ings, would coſt twenty thouſand pounds —eight thouſand 
pounds of which the College would pay out of their own funds, 
and for the remaining twelve thouſand pounds, they would call 
on parliaraent for four years for three thouſand pounds each ſeſ- 
fion, the appropriation of which he ſhould pledge himſelf to 
be properly applied. —He- declared himſelf as an individual, 
totally diſintereſted inthe buſineſs, but in the ſituation he 
filled, defirous of promoting every meaſure tending to the ad- 
vanceinent of the Univerſity he confidered the grant now moved 
for as a neceſſary and a very proper one. ET 
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Mr. Mason reported from the committee of the whole Mr. Mafon, 
Houſe, to whom it was referred to take into further confide- 


tation the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the following reſo- 


lutions 3 


Reſolved, 'That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the ſum of three thouſand pounds be granted to the Provoſt, 
Fellows and Scholars of the Holy and Undivided Trinity of 
Queen Elizabeth, near Dublin, for the purpoſe of carrying on 


the ſquare in the ſaid college, called the Parliament Square, 


agreeabl y to the terms ſet forth in their petition, preſented to 
this Houſe this ſeſſion of paliament. | 


Reſ:lyed, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the ſum of one thouſand and ſixty- four pounds be granted to 
the Reverend John Elliſon, DoQor in Divinity, and Maſter of 
Kilkenny College, to reimburſe him a like ſum by him ad- 
yanced (over and above the ſums granted by parliament) in the 


rebuilding of the ſaid college, as ſet forth in his petition to 


this Houſe, 


Mr. Joyn WoLye faid he did not riſe to oppoſe the gen- Mr. John 
cleman who was the object of the grant, He had a reſpec for Wolfe. 


him, and did not doubt that he had fully performed what he 
had ſet forth in the petition, and of courſe, as a deſerving 


perſon, was juſtly entitled to parliamentary aſſiſtance. What 


ke meant to obſerve on was, the precipitance with which ic 
had been hurried through the Houſe. "The petition had been 
preſented yeſterday, the grant had gone through all its ſtages, 
and was voted in little more than a fe hours—a very extraor- 
dinary conduct in adminiſtration.—Ic was nothing leſs than 
taking the Houſe by ſurpriſe, Many- members were out of 
town, and many of {uch as were in town, knew nothing of 
the petitioner's prayer. It was really ſhameful to vote away 
the public money, when there was not more than double the 
number of members neceſſary to conſtitute a Houſe preſent, 
duch a mode of procedure muſt be highly diſgraceful to admi- 
nitration, who were alone to be charged with it. No oppor- 
unity had been given gentlemen of enquiring into the merits 
of the petition z no notice whatever that ſuck 

tended to be moved for; which was contradictory to the uſual 


2 t was in- 


mode of parliamentary proceeding. It was a diſgrace to the 


Houſe, a reprehenſible precedent of profuſion, and an impoſi- 
uon upon the public. W 


The CuANCELLOR or THE EXCRHEO VUE faid that the The Chan- 


leverity of the honourable gentleman's animad verſion againſt 


cellor of the 
Exchequer . 
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the profuſion of public grants in which he was not intereſt. 
ed, could only be equalled by the zeal and alacrity with 
which he ſupported them where he was intereſted ; that the 
forms of parliamentary proceeding had not been violated in the 
preſent cafe was manifeft by the opportunity the honourable 
gentleman had of making his preſent objection. The caſe be- 
fore the Houſe was one of thoſe in the commencement of the 
ſeſſion had been excepted. It had been reſolved by the Houle 
not to grant any money, except to certain objects; amongſt 
Others, colleges are named; if, therefore, the honourable gen- 
tleman could point out no particular reaſon why this college 
ſbould not receive parliamentary aid, there certainly exiſted 
no general reaſon. It had heretofore at ſeveral different times 
received aid, the money had been fairly accounted for, and 
the work was almoſt finiſhed z would the honourable gentleman 
wilh to render the former ev pau ph ?—He-could not 
help ſaying, that the general aſperity of language and cenſure 
thrown on thoſe whoſe duty it was to attend to the manage- 
ment of the public treaſure had this ſeſſion proved very impo- 
tent. It was true, that there never had been more induſtry 
thrown away ip deſcending into and examining the moſt trivial 
expences z the gentlemen who undextook this had, however, 
only ſhewn the diſpoſition to attend to little things; for if ad- 
miniſtration had been guilty of any profuſion, they had not 
had diſcernment ſufficient to find it out; he therefore ſuppoſed 
that the general cenſure which they caſt aroſe rather from a diſ- 
poſition fo blame adminiſtration, \ Bay any exiſting cauſe. 


. a Mr. Joun Wolr ſaid that in reſpect to his alacrity in op- 
8 pobng grants, be would certainly oppoſe them wherever he 
| ought them improvident. Such grants as he had given his 

ſupport to, he was not afhamed of. He had ſupported the 
.claim of the grand canal company. But in conſequence, gen- 
. tlemen would recolleQ that no new tax was neceſſary—no ap- 
propriation of mòney, which was not often the caſe. Grants, 

_ When made for the good of the country, are laudable—when 
etherwiſe, they are prodĩigal. | | 


The Secre. The SecxeTArY or STATE faid that the College of Kil- 

taryof State. K been erected and endowed a hundred years ago by 
the Duke of Ormond,” with a revenue of 140]. per annum, and 
was as much a college as any other in the Britiſh dominions; 
and it was in every reſpect entitled to public ſupport. 


Mr. Hartley. Mr. HART Ly preſented to the Houſe, according to order, | 
, * a bill for amending an act made in the eleventh and twelfth 

years of his preſent Majeſty's reign, intitled ** An act for al 

N Hadging ſuch poor as ſhall. he found unable to ſupport- them- hy 
elves by labour, and otherwiſe providing for them, and for 
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refraining ſuch as ſhall be found able to ſupport themſelves by 
labour and induſtry from begging;“ and alſo to amend an act 
made in the thirteenth and fourteenth years of his prefent Ma- 
jeſty's reign, intitled “ An act for amending an act made the 
then taft ſeſſion of paritament; intitled an act for badging ſuch 
poor as ſhall be found unable to ſupport themſelves by labour, 
and otherwiſe providing for them, and for reſtraining ſuch. av 
fall be found able to ſupport themfelves by labour or induſtry 
from begging 3?” which was received and read the firſt time. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee; on the coaſt- 
fiſher y-bill, Sir Hugh Hill in the chair, N 


Mr. Bezesporv faid that the bounty ſhould be extended to Mr. Beres- 
the tonnage, as well as to the fiſh taken, as an encouragement ford. 
to the building of wherries. It was abſurd, he faid, to re- 
duce the bounty on the white-fiſhery becauſe the wherries did 
not barrel the fiſh, and for theſe reaſons—the veſſels would 
hold near two-thirds more out of barrels than in them; and 
further, the white fiſh were not cured in barrels, but brought 
on ſhore and dried in the fun. The only effect therefore, bring- 
ing out barrels could have, would be that of impeding the 
flbery, and it was cruel, therefore, to puniſh for a non- com- 
pliance with the regulation. : 


The CuaxcrLLOA OF THE ExcHeqUER replied, that Ihe Chan- 
the giving a bounty on tonnage, was giving a bounty for not cellor of the 
catching fiſh ; he was therefore for confining it to the fiſh Exchequer. 
caught, In reſpect to the white-fiſhery, he did not think it a 


. proper object of bounty at all; but if given, he was decidedly n 


igainſt giving it on tonnage. 


Mr. Bu TON Co YNOGRAN concurred in opinion with the Mr. Burton 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. Conyng- 


F | „ ham. 
Sir EDWARD NxwexRHAM obſerved that it was truly cari- Sir Edward 
eatate to ſee gentlemen who had ſo ferupulouſly divided the Newenham. 
loaves, now di{puting about dividing the fiſnes; that he had never 
ſolicited a ſhare of one or the other; but for the ſake of una- 
nimity among the right honourable and honourable diſtributors 
and partakers of both loaves and fiſhes, he recommended an 
adjournment until the grand diſtributor of the loaves and fiſhes 
d reconcile their differences, and give each party its leſſon, 
and thereby no longer delay the real buſineſs of the nation by 
their ſham battles with their wooden ſwords. | 
Sir Jon BIAOHTexx called the attention of: the Houſe to gi, John 
a ſubject he had mentioned yeſterday, the ſtate of the gaels in Blaquiere. 
this city, and particularly the gaol of Bridewell, which: he | 
had viſited. this day to ſatisfy himſelf of the truth. Let any 


— 
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perſon, he ſaid, poſſeſſed of only the common feeling, piQure, 


if poſſible, to himſelf a number of wretched and unfortunate | 


females confined in a priſon, without ſufficient ſhelter to keep 
out the inclemency of the weather, (the window having no 
ſaſh or glaſs, ſecured by iron bars, and conſtantly open) no 


- bed, no covering, not even ſtraw, but the bare cold flags to 


lie on; their ſupport and allowance fo very ſlender, of bread 
and water, as to he very inſufficient ſor the ſupport of nature 
for even a ſhort time; and what is even more afflicting (if 
greater can be) all or the greateſt part conſuming with diſeaſe, 


without medical advice or aſſiſtance, the confequence of which | 


is numbers have died, and are now dying, 


Hie had viewed a place called the cell, a place wanting two 
inches of, ſix feet in breadth, and about nine feet in length, 


where fix of the unfortunate pitiable objects were lying nak- 
ed, without even a blanket to cover them ; nor, on enquiry, 
had there been any in the gaol for four years paſt; and were, 


in that ſituation left to periſh without notice, 


Among theſe objects of miſery there was a young creature, 
about ſixteen years old, of extraordinary beauty, who ſeem- 
ingly looked well, and having aſked why ſhe did not move? 
was an{wered by a man near him, that if ſhe did, it was be- 
lieved her limbs, by the neglect and inveteracy of the diſeaſe, 
would break or fall in pieces under her. 

He faid that in order to bring home to the proper perſons, 
from whom theſe cruel abuſes and negleQs of the obſervance 
of the late aQ for the regulation of the gaols of the kingdom 
originated, he would move for an enquiry, and if they could 
not by the law, as it now ſtood; be brought to condign puniſh» 
ment, he hoped they would meet the ſevereſt cenſure of the 


_ Houſe; for the honour of humanity, the dignity of parliament, 


and the nation were concerned. 


Mead”. Mr. Tarrcn corroborated the report made by Sir John 


Blaquiere. He ſaid that, accompanied by the right honourable 
baronet, and the. right honourable gentleman at the head of 
his Majeſty's revenue, who deſerved public thanks for the 
humanity and zeal with which he undertook the diſagreeable 
taſk, he had viſited the priſon of Bridewell. He had gone 


there under the impreſſion of what an honourable gentleman | 


had ſaid, though he had ſuppoſed there had been ſome ſtrong 


painting in that gentleman's deſcription ; but when he came ta 


examine the place, he found that no painting, nor any powers 
of words could convey an adequate idea of the place, or of the 
diſtreſſes of.:its inhabitants; he therefore hed the Houſe 


would, without delay, grant ſome relief. | 
Mc.Stewarts Mr. Srewanr of Killymoon) begged leave to ſtate a fact 


to the Houſe, which reſtecſed the higheſt honour on the right 
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honourable baronet, who well knowing the delay which muſt 
attend a parliamentary inveſtigation, had not only made a 
moſt liberal donation for the relief of theſe unfortunate crea- 
tures, but had opened a ſubſcription for their relief, to which 
he, as one, would contribute, and he hoped every other gen- 
leman would do the ſame, 


— - — 


Toss DAY, Manch 29, 1787. 


The Houſe went into a committee for enquiring why the 
020] law was not carried into effect in the city of Dublin, Sir 
Edward Crofton in the chair. | 


The Lord Mayor was examined at the bar by Sir John Bla- 
quiere and other gentlemen. 

By him it appeared that it was not the duty of the chief 
magiſtrate or ſheriffs to inſpect any of the priſons; that the 
care entirely devolved on the grand jury, who were changed 
every three months, and of courſe there was no body to anſwer 
for the ſtate of the gaols. As to Bridewell, there had been 
no perſon confined in it till January laſt, except lunatics z that 
ince that time there had been a great number of idle women 
taken up by the police; that every grand jury appointed ſome'of 
their number as a committee, who were to examine the gaols, 
and report their opinion to the whole body; that there were 
no priſons for perſons arreſted by ſheriff 's officers but private 
ſpunging-houſes ; that the cauſe of no inſpector being appoint- 
ed was, becauſe the perfon whom the grand jury elected was 
diſapproved of by the Court of King's Bench ; and that im- 
mediately after they were told of it they were diſcharged. 


Buckton, junior, was examined. He ſaid he acted as keeper 
of Bridewell, under his father, Being aſked if there was one 
Patrick Duller in his care, he ſaid there was; that there was 
no proviſion made for him; if his daughter had not brought him 
ſomething he might have ſtarved ; that ſometimes, upon an 


application to the Work-houſe, there were proviſions ſent to 


% 


theſe people, 


Sir Jon BLaquies ſaid chat waen he went yeſterday to gir Joha 
Bridewell, he had found the poor women, in the wretched ſi- Blaquiere. 


tuation they were in, ſharing the ſcanty pittance of a pound 
of bread with this very Patrick Duller; that the poor man ſaid 
he had not eat a bit for eight and forty hours before, and were 
it not for a morſel of proviſioh which his daughter, who was 
very poor, brought him ſometimes, he might have actually 
died of hunger, | 5 e 


425 


PARLIAMENTARY [Maxen 29, 


Buckton was further examined. He ſaid he very ſeldom went 
among the priſoners ; that he left the diſtribution of the pro. 


vifions to the turnkey ; that there had been twenty-eight pri. | 


foners delivered to him by Captain Hall, of the police, the 
18th of January laſt. He was aſked if any of thoſe people 
had died in hs cuſtody, but not anſwering, the Speaker told 
him if he did not anſwer he would feel the conſequence, 
He then anſwered, he believed there had one woman died. 
He was aſked did he ever go among his priſoners ; he ſaid he 
did very often; that they were ſupplied with ſtraw from the 


Workhouſe ; that for want of firing they were, in cold wea- | 


ther, forced to burn the ſtraw they lay on; that they had not 
a blanket for ten years paſt, and were obliged to lie on the bare 
flags. He was then ordered to withdraw, 


TheSpeaker, The Sreaxen ſaid that the perſon who was laſt examined 


Sir John 


* had given very extraordinary evidence, indeed. Firſt, that he 


very ſeldom went among the priſoners ;z and again, that he 
went very often. And when he was aſked, if any people had 
died in Ins cuſtody, after delaying to give an anſwer, he ſaid 


he believed thete had.—He ſaid he only made theſe obſerva- 


tions that gentlemen might form their own opinion of them, 


Buckton, ſenior, was then examined, and from him it ap- 
peared that the prifoners were obliged; to pay him fees out of 
a few ſhillings given them by Sir John Blaquiere the day before, 


Sir Jon BLaquritie remarked the ſcandalous prevari- 


Blaquicte. cation which had appeared in the examination of the former 


Mr. John 
Wolte. 


Sir John 
Blaquiere. 


witnefs, and gave notice that he would at another opportu- 
nity take proper notice of it. | | 

Mr. ſoun Worys complained of Captain Hall, of the 
police, having, as it appeared in examination, ſent no leſs 


than twenty-eight perfons to Bridewell without any authority, 


Sir Jon BuaqQyirze ſaid he would have Captain Hall 
ſummoned, in order to ſatisfy his honourable friend. | 

The Reverend Mr. Gamble was then examined, He, ina 
very pathetic manner, ſhewed the miſeries of the wretched pri- 
'ſoners in Bridewell ; that they had no mode of employment; 
they were in cold weather obliged to burn their ſtraw to keep 
themſelves alive; they were allowed but a pound of bread a 


day, and in particular, that the beer they got came in at night 


and lay in an open tub till morning. He afked the keeper's 
wife, why they db ſo? She referred him to the ſteward of the 
Workhouſe; 2 ſaid it was not his buſineſs to fend it at all: 


the other ſaid it was not ber's, and that he [Mr. Gamble] was 
obliged to threaten to apply to the Court of King's- bench if 
the people werd not taken Care of. He ſaid the reaton alledged 
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for not giving them blankets, was through fear they ſhould 
make uſe of them to eſcape, and on account of their mi ſera- 
tle ſituation no medicines could be gven them leſt they ſhould 
ocaſion inſtant death, 


Dr. Scot: was then examined, and 3 all Mir. Game 
dle had ſaid. bing 


The committee then adjourned. 
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Mr. MasoN reported Parc, the committee: of the whole Mr. Ma ſon. 


Houſe, to whom it was refered, to conſider further of ways and 
neans for raiſing the (Pp! granted to his Majeſty, the fol - 
lowing reſolutions, 


Reſol ved, that it is the opinion of this. committee, 
That upon every piece or ſkin of vellum or parchment, or 


piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſball be engrofſed or written, 


om the 1ſt day of May, 1787, to the 25th day of March, 
1788, incluſive, any licenſe to keep a lottery office, there be 
hid to his Majeſty a duty of one hundred pounds. 


That upon every piece or ſkin of vellum or parchment, or 


piece or ſheet of pa — on which ſhall be engroſſed or written 
wy iaſutance o 
tbe time aforeſaid, the ſum of four pence. 

That an additional duty of one penny be paid, derivg the 
time aforeſaid, ' on every almanack, calendar or Dublin direc- 
try, for any particular year, or for any leſs time, which ſhall 
te printed on one fide. only of any piece of paper; and an 


additional duty of ty two _ an evety other almanack, calendar 


or Os 


ad. * the pr laws, relating, to the repairs of 5 
urnpike road leading from Dublin to Mullingar, and for more 
etfectually enabling the truſtees thereof to widen the narrow 
parts leading, from 'Chapelizod to Dublin, on the north and 
buth ſides of the "river n which v was een read 
lhe firſt time. | ; 


Fr Rune 


„ Maney 30, 1787. 
The c cammitier for thing, jnep conſideration, the act ref; pect- 


% Lhe regulation, 0 ce. ſat, eppes. to ; adjournment, | 


OVA Co ton in 


ottery tickets, there ſhall be paid, during 
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Dr. Scott was firſt examined, and on being aſked did he eye; f 
repreſent the diſtreſſed ſituation of thoſe contined in Bridewell. Wl : 
he replied that he had done fo to Alderman Warren, as alſo 10 (0 
the governors of the Houſe of Induſtry and the committee. 
He was then afked if a ſuperintendant power was placed over 
the Houſe of Induſtry, would it not be productive of muck 
advantage. He ſaid the houſe was governed by a board, and 
every thing relative thereto was conducted with the utmoſt re- 

: gularity and propriety. | | 
The Clerk of the Peace was next examined, and on being 
afked were thete not pteſentments made for Bridewell, he 
ſaid there were preſentments made for coals, covering, &e. 


bespeaket : The Srt aux then rematked that the coals were not for the 
—— uſe of the priſoners, but only for ſuch of them as were able to 
pay four pence a night for their lodging. | | 


Mr. Scriven was afked were there preſentments made for 
blankets, &c. laſt Eaſter term? He replied; he believed not. 


Sir John Sit Joun Biaquiene then read that part of the act which 
Blaquiere. mentions that forty pounds ſhall be preſented for fuel and bed 
cloaths each year for Bridewell. He then aſked was there mo- 
ney preſented for mending the interior parts of Bridewell, and 
making fire places; to which he was anſwered in the negative, 


Mr. Sheriff Fleming was aſked whether he thought it the 
duty of the lord mayor ot ſheriffs to ſuperintend the priſons. He 
replied that he had frequently viſited the priſons, when he 
heard any thing was wrong, and that he conſidered it as part of 
his duty; and that if complaints had been made with reſpect 
to the ſtate of Bridewell, they would have been no doubt re- 
dreſſed. He was likewiſe aſked, were not young boys mixed 
with the men; to which he replied in the affirmative; Some re- 
marks were then made on the very great impropriety of ſuch a 


meaſure. 

Captain Hall, upon being examined, ſaid that twenty-eight 
ſturdy beggars and proſtitutes were ordered to be brought from 
the Houſe of loduttry to Bridewell, by the commithoners of 
police; that he had his order for ſo doing about him, which 
he produced; and the reafon was, that the houſe had been 
overſtocked, and the govettiors reſolved that none but the aged 

and weak ſhould be taken into that place in future. 
Mr. Cardi- Mr. Ganntxes ſaid he wondered that the commiſſioners of 
ner. police ſhould order them to be taken from a place where the 
had ſome of the comforts of life, ſome eſtabliſhment, to 2 
place where there was no accommodation whatever. There 
was inhumanity on the very face of it, and it muſt have pro- 
ceeded, he was confident, from the commiſſioners being totally 
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jenorant of that circumſtance, The Houſe of Induſtry, he 
alerted, was no Bridewell, and the unhappy perſons alluded 
to ſhould not have been tranſmitted to that loathſome priſon, 


Mr. Jou x Wo pe aſſerted that the police act gave no power Mr. John 
or authority whatever to commit any perſon to priſon without Wolte. 


wy previous enquiry. or examination; if it did the ac ſhould be 

id amended, ; | 1 

85 Mr, STEWART ſaid he was of opinion it ought to be amend- Mr. Stews + 
d. and that it was neceffary to bring in a bill for that purpoſe. [- 

's Mr. CuarLes O'NE1LL declared that no gaoler had a right Mr. Charles 


o receive a priſoner withour a proper committal from a ma- ONeill. 
pſtrate, or ſome other legal authority. That theſe poor crea- 

tures were committed without any freſh charge or offence ;z and 

even . they had, they ought nut to remain in it longer than a 

month. 


Sir JohN BTA UAE faid that no one of theſe unfortu- Sir John 
nate Creatures but could recover damages for their impriſon- Blaquiere, 
ich nent. He did not know what crime it was for even a woman 
bed of eaſy virtue to walk the ſtreets peaceably and quietly. In 
no- Holland, though they are rigid Calviniſts, houſes for their re- 


and I ception are legalized; and in the dominions of his holineſs 
ive. ſuch eſtabliſhments are permitted. 55 
the Mr. Gairrirn then read the committal of two boys, one Mr. Oriffith. 


He welve and the other thirteen, now in the New Priſon. That 
he bey were idle boys, and deſerved to be tranſported.” Cor- 
t of WH :ftion, he ſaid, was a rod would be infinitely better than to 
pet WW £1d them to a place where they would imbibe pernicious prin- 
te- cles, that may, in all probability, lead them to the gallows. 


Sir Jon N Br aov 1ERE moved that John Buckton was guilty, Sir Johe 
of groſs prevarication in his anſwers to the Houle the evening Blaquiere. 
ch a Wl before; which was agreed to, 


The SyeAKFR took the chair, and Sir Edward Crofton re- Thespeaker. 


eight potted upon Buckton, ſon - in-law to the gaoler of Bridewell, 
from but his name proving to be George inſtead of John, a com- 
rs of Wi vince was ordered to meet in the Speaker's chamber to re- 
_ commit the ſame, 5 T0 ieee 


aged The Ar To RN EY GENERAL preſented to the Houſe, ac- The Attor- 
Wrding to order, a bill for the better execution of the law, and ney General. 

en of peſervation of the peace within the counties at large; which 

the; V received and read the firſt time | | 


to 2 Mr. STEWART (of Killymoon) ſaid he thought the preſent Mr. Stew- 
There u improper period of the ſeſſion of ebe, de upenl art. - 
pro- Wii ſubject of tuch magnitude and importance as the hill offered 

otally I the right honourable gentleman z he therefore ſubmitted 
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whether it might not be proper to print the bill and diſperſe it 

through the country that it might be well conſidered. If this 

ſhould be thought too much, he at leaſt ſuppoſed there could 

be no objection to poſtponing it till after the aſſizes, as many 

ol - - gentlemen of great knowledge in the laws and conſtitution df 

the kingdom, and who have been long in the habit of acting as 

magiſtrates, were now unavoidably abſent. in their reſpective 
counties. 


The Attor- The:ATTorney GeNFRrAL faid he had no objection to 
neyGeneral: any reaſonable delay, but the bill he conſidered to be of a 
nature that no man would ohject to. Its. firſt object was to 
cancel the preſent commĩſſions of the peace, thereby enabling the 
Chancellor to purge the magiſtracy, by directing new ones only 
to ſuch perſons às it might be ſuppoſed would execute them 
honourably, and for the benefit of the country. 
The next object was to enable grand juries to appoint principal 
and inferior peace officers in each county. It then goes on to 
direct that ſeflions ſhall' be holden at leaſt eight times a year, 
and authoriſes the country juſtices to nominate proper perſons to 
attend at the fame: And finally, it enables the Lord Lieutenant 
to appoint in each county, where he {hall ſee neceſſary, a bar- 
riſter of fix years ſtanding, to aid with his counſel and advice 
the magiſtrates in the diſcharge of their duty at the ſeſſions. 
* In all this, ſaid he, tliere is nothing complicated, nothing 
—difßcult to underſtand; nothing that can demand unuſual de- 
lay 3 but ſure 1 am, that it is a bill which, if duly executed, | 
will greatly tend to the peace and happineſs of this country, | 
As to the expence which this bill incurs, 1 hope to diſcharge | 
it by the operation, of another bill, which I mentioned early in | 
the ſeflion, and which I hope ſoon to introduce—a bill for ] 
rendering the green wax proceſs more effectual.— The money 
- which-it will produce will be very nearly, if not entirely ſuſ- 
ficient for the purpoſes of the bill I now preſent. | 4 
Now, will gentlemen conſider what would be the conſe- £ 
- quence. of poſtponipg this bill to the next ſeflion? Will they 0 
recollett what came from that ſide of the Houſe on the riot bill ? 1 
Will chey recolleQ that it was then ſaid, what, will you 0 
truſt the lives. of your fellow ſubjects, and the execution of the tl 
riot=aQ, to the preſent ſet of magiſtrates ?*”* And if they do 11 
recollect having ſaid ſo, will they now ſay, that the execution 
+ - "of the riot- act ſha ll for one year be left to the men they fo highly 0 
reprobated, ſome of them certainly with juſtice? Hut the 4 
truth is, that every day brings ſuch accounts, particularly ſe 
from the county of Cork, as renders: ſome effectual remedy t 
nęceſſary, and I ſee none more likely to ſucceed than the pre- wi 
ſent bil, aided by that which we have already paſſed. I 
framing it, L have endeavoured to avoid innovation as much Bl cr 
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poſſible, and merely to ſtrengthen the hand of the civil ma- 
giſtrate—1t now reſts with the gentlemen of Ireland if they 


will remain in a ſtate of inattention to the execution of the 
laws, Certainly it can be but of little uſe z but if they will 


exert themſelves, I truſt that by this bill every deſitable pur- 


poſe will be obtained, 


He concluded with moving that the bill be read a ſecond 
time on Monday next, | 


Mr. STEwarT (of Killymoon) ſaid he looked upon the 
bill as an innovation, dangerous to the conſtitution of Ireland, 
and as eftabliſhing a general police. He ſaid he thought it 
would be better to let the execution of the laws remain even 
with the preſent ſet of magiſtrates, than to dragoon the king- 
dom into peace. This bill, he contended, was for dragoon- 
ing, by enabling government to employ men on horſeback or 
on foot, by day or by night. He ſaw no one benefit likely to 
be obtained by the bill, but the diſmiffal of the preſent ma- 
giſtrates; that was the only part to which he would conſent, 
and that he thought too dearly purchaſed by the other condi- 
tions it contained, He moved that it be read a ſecond time on 
the firſt day of May. 5 f 
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t. 


Sir EDwAaRD CRO To ſeconded the motion. He faid Sir Edward 
had the bill been local, and confined merely to thoſe counties Crofton. 


which had manifeſted a neglect in executing the laws, he would 
have no objection to it; but he having the honour to repreſent 
a great county, where the laws are perfectly adminiſtered and 


implicitly obeyed, he never could agree that it was neceſſary 


to extend the influence of ſuch a bill to that county, Beſides, 
he ſaid, his conſtituents, whom he very lately conſulted, were 
in a ſtate of very great alarm at the infringement on the conſti- 
tution, and had directed him to give every oppoſition to the 
bill, which he confidered as a bill of patronage, enabling 
government to appoint thirty-two judges, and many other 
officers, througkout the kingdom. If ic was carried into a 
law, he hoped no officer appointed under it would be capable 
of voting at elections for members to ſerve in parliament, if 
they were, it would be giving government a very dangerous 


Mr. Oz pr ſaid he hardly could think that the appointment Nr. Orde.) 


of two or three pe in each county would have ſo very 
dangerous an influence on elections as the honourable baronet 


ſeẽmed to apprehend z and as to the patronage of which he 
complained,” for one connected with government he would be 
very willing to relinquiſh it, provided the honourable baronet 
would point out to him where, except in the hands of the 
crown, it 3 5 2 

| ec. 5 


Vor. VII. 
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Mr. God- Mr. Goprrey Greene faid he roſe to congratulate the 
frey Greene. honourable baronet on the preſent peaceable diſpoſition of the 
people in the county of Roſcommon. When laſt it had been 
mentioned in parliament, it ſeemed to be of another deſcrip. 
tion, little leſs than rebellion undet Prince O'Connor; but he 
hoped by the effect of the laws paſſed and to he paſſed this 
ſeſſion, that inſurreQion would no more be heard of in this land. 
The patronage of the bill he thought as ſmall as poſſible, and 
he ſhould conſider government as puſillanimous indeed if they 

ſuffered the bill to be poſtponed to another ſeſſion. 


Mr. Gx1ry1TH ſaid he had too great an opinion of the abi- 
lities of the learned and right honourable gentleman who in- 
troduced the bill, to ſuppoſe that he was not capable of bring- 
ing forward a meaſure, if he thought it neceſſary; and as he 
had not done ſo in the preſent caſe, he ſuppoſed that he did 
not mean that the meaſure ſhould be effeQtual ; for certainly 
under the preſent bill nothing could be done that could not as 
well be done without it, and therefore the learned and right 
honourable gentleman might as eaſily have prepared it in one 
day, as in the two or three months he had taken about it. 


Mr. Griffith. 


However, hie believed he only meant to lay it on the table for 


the peruſal of gentlemen until the next ſeſſion, and he was 
confirmed in this opinion by reflecting, that it had been the 
conſtant practice of the preſent adminiſtration to bring in upon 
moſt occaſions ſomething very exceptionable, that they might 
have the merit of giving it up. As to the bill, he thought 
there were many things very unwiſe contained in it, and that 
there was ſomething very wiſe which was not contained in it, 
but which the right honourable gentleman had mentioned 1n his 
ſpeech, and which certainly ought to have been contained in it 
—he meant the enforcing of recognizances, by rendering green 
wax proceſs more effectual. He defired to know why that 
was not included in the bill? and why the bill for incurring 
expence ſhould be paſſed, while that for defraying the expence 
was delayed? If that bill was even now introduced it would, 
according to the right honourable gentleman's rate of progreſs, 
be June or July before it would be finiſhed ; he therefore 
thought both bills ſhould be introduced next ſeſſion.— As to a 
general police, it was too bad a thing for him to ſuppoſe the 
right honourable gentleman intended to eſtabliſh it, and he be- 
lieved the clauſes of conſtables ſerving on foot and on horſe- 
back were only introduced that the right honourable gentleman 
might ſhew with what a good grace he could recede from them. 


The Attor=" The ATTORNEY GENERAL ſaid he lamented extremely 
day Generals that the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, and who 

was capable of executing buſineſs with ſo much ability and 
diſpatch, was not made Attorney General; however, he was 
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fee to acknowledge that he could not do buſineſs with more 
celerity than he had endeavoured to ſhew upon this occaſion, 
The reaſon why he had not yet introduced the bill for enforcing 
geen wax proceſſes was, that he waited his Majeſty's pleaſure 
on the ſubject; for the eſtreats being part of his Majeſty's re- 
renue, could not be taken away without his conſent. 

He ſaid he could not conceive why gentlemen would ſo vig- 
ently exclaim againſt having the public peace maintained by 
the civil power rather than by a military force; why they 
bould not prefer having the laws executed by peace officers, 
ifting under the direction of the magiſtrates and country gen - 
emen, rather than by ſoldiers, acting under military laws, 
The great diſgrace of this country, and that which would not 
be tolerated for a moment in England, was our employing the 
ti itary force upon every occaſion; the preſent bill went to 
obriate this, yet it was called unconſtitutional. This he 
could not account for, any more than why gentlemen who 
pofelſed a regard for the conſtitution ſhould deſire to ſee the 
execution of the laws in military hands. 

He begged leave to call to the recollection of the Houſe, 
thai very early in the ſeſſion he had ſtated the principal points 
of this bill, and he now aſſured them that the reaſon why he 
tad not brought it in earlier was his endeavouring to collect 
every information on the ſubject. Much information he cer- 
hinly had received, and a great variety of letters from every 
part of the kingdom, from all which he endeavoured to extract 
whatever could be uſeful. In particular, he had received ſe- 
reral anonymous letters from the North, deſiring that the opera- 
ton of the bill might be extended to that part of the kingdom. 
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Mr. Rowe ſaid the bill was in his opinion the moſt ex- Mr. Rowleyz 


ceptionable that ever he had ſeen; it was a bill for putting the 
country under military law—a bill for eſtabliſhing thirt y- 
wo new judges z a bill to extend the influence of the 
crown, and altogether ſuch a meaſure as he could by no 
neans give his conſent to. As to what the learned gentleman 
tad ſaid of anonymous letters, he was ſurprized to hear ſuch a 
ting; the writers of anonymous letters were generally villains 
falling under” the ſevereſt cenſure of the law. He doubted not 
tie writers of thoſe letters which the right honourable gentle- 
man had received were perſons wanting appointments under the 
bll—perſons deſerving puniſhment and not reward fot their 
Ingenuity, 5 


Mr. JohN WoL re ſaid he had conſidered the bill maturely, Mr. Johs | 


ad could not "approve of it, as, in his opinion, it went to the Wolfe, 
dabliſnment of a general police; beſides, the patronage of ſo 


many barriſters was what he did not chuſe to put into the 
55 8 E © 2 | : 
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hards of government. A learned and right honourable gentle- 
man had aſked, why gentlemen would rather chuſe to have the 
laws enforced by the military than the civil power? To this 
he anfwered, that the civil power was certainly the conſtitu- 
tional power ; but the bill did not tend to promote it; the 
chief conftable, and petty conſtables were to be dependant on 
government ; they were to be armed and to att as ſoldiers on 


hotſeback and on foot How then did they differ from a mili- | 


tary, force ?— The right honourable gentleman had promiſed to 
make quarter ſeſſions more reſpectable; and how did he do it? 
why by having a perſon placed over the juſtices to inſtru 
them in their duty. This, in his mind, was making them leſs 


The CHaNnCctilor or THE ExcueqQuer ſaid he was 


dellor © the ſurpriſed the honourable gentleman ſhould ſay the conſtables 


Exchequer. 


# 
* 
* 

* 


were to be dependant on goverrment, when the conſent of the 
magiſtrates was to be neceſſary to their receiving their ſalaries, 
and when alſo they were to be annually appointed. As to ano- 
ther aſſertion, that the bill eſtabliſhed a general police, he ſaid, 
if by that word was to be underſtood a general execution of the 
law, he deſited to know who could object to it? Certainly if 
the laws weite duly. executed, there was no neceſlity for the 
preſent bill; nor if the quarter ſeſſions were duly attended, 
Was there any necellity to enforce an attendance on them? But 
the contrary being the fact, the bill was contrived not only 
to enforce an attendance on the quarter ſeſſions, but to render 
them reſpectable. The honourable gentleman. ſaid, in his 
mind, they would be rendered: leſs reſpectable than heretofore, 


He aſked, was the aſſiſtance of the learned in the law to, be con- 


ſidered as a.difyrace ? 8 not, What gentleman that had 
ever ſerved. the office. of ſhexiſf, at the time of an election, had 
thought it. a. diſgrace to call on the learned in the law for aid 

d council? He could. aſſute gentlemen that magiſtrates being 


| able, to cenſure for, any breach of law.tbropgh ignorance, was 


one cauſe, of ſeveral amongſt them declining; to act; but when 
ſupppred, by proper advice they would, be encouraged to per- 
form their duty. He himſelf had acted. as a magifirate, and he 
was, not. athamed to ſay that to act properly in this capacity 
required, more, information and knowledge than country gentle- 
men in general. poſſeſſed ; he, therefore thought there was no 
dijgrace in aſking for inftruQtion where it could be had, and he 
even ventured ty ſay that barriſters themſelves would be well 


b z 


off if they never fell into error. 


Mr. O'Neill, Mr. ON L L. ſaid he was againſt the bill, from the great 


patronage it, gave to the crown. That patronage was already 
too great, and any encreaſe of it muſt therefore be dangerous. 
He thought ſome time ſhould be given to conſider the bill, 


| 


| fepard and attention to conſtitutional principles. 


| Fight honourable gentleman had mentioned his deſign of intro- 
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which would acquire reſpectability and additional vigourfrom 
mature deliberation and unanimity. 


Mr. Core ſaid if he thought the bill in the fmalleſt degree Mr. Cuffe, 
an infringement on the conſtitution, he would as firmly oppoſe 
it as any gentleman that had ſpoken ; but in all the time he 
had fat in parliament; he never had ſeen a bill drawn with more 


"1 He called 
to the recollection of the Houſe, that early in the ſeſſion the 


ducing this bill, and fully explained ics principle and intention. 
What he offered upon that oecaſion was received hy the Houſe 
with plaudits. The cry of hear him, hear him, from every 
bench marked general ſatisfaction. The bill was now intro- 
duced exactly conformable to the firſt ſtatement, and gentle- 
men thought proper to alter their opinion without afligning any 
reaſon 3 yet every man allowed that ſomething was abſolutely 
neceſſary. Why then were they not ready to enter upon the 
diſcuſſion of what was propoſed? The firſt duty of a mem- 
ber of the Houſe of Commons was his attendance in parlia- 
ment. If gentlemen upon any pretence had abſented them- 
ſelves the fault was their's, and their's only, but could never 
be any excuſe fot poſtponing buſineſs of high importance to the 
nation; he therefore hoped the bill would not be poſtponed. 


Sir Frances Hurchixsox ſaid it would not be printed Sir Francis 
before Sunday, and the members would ſcarce have one day Hutchioſon, 
to conſider fo extraordinary a bill; which, notwithſtanding the 
afertions of gentlemen on the treaſury bench, did, in his opi- 
tion contain in its very fitſt clauſe, a dangerous violation of 
the conſtitution, viz. a repeal of the law for a qualification of 
the juſtices, which, though butlately introduced into the Iriſh 
code, had very long been part of the Engliſh conſtitution. 

He ſaid he declined entering at large into the ſubject at preſent, 
in ſo early a ſtage of the bill, and would content himſeif with 
obſerving that formerly the freeholders elected ſome of thoſe 
magiſtrates. | Boy” 

Sir Lucius O'Brien faid he could not admit that they had Sir Lucius 
ever been elected by the freeholder s. O'Brien. 

Sir Fx ANIS Hurcfixso aſſerted there were writs to the Sir Francis 
ſheriff on record for electing thoſe magiſtrates from the beſt Hutchinſon. 
and moſt powerful of his county. 5 

Sir Lucius O'Bx1en declared if he thought the bill any Sir Lucius 
way injurious to the conſtitution, he would vote againſt it; O'Brien. 
but he did not. He thought it would be the contrary—be 
highly advantageous to the conſtitution, by having the laws 
under it punCtually executed, and that by the civil power. 
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Mr. Alexan- Mr. ALEXANDER ſaid that he could not diſcover any ne- 
der. ceſſity whatever for ſuch a bill as that before the Houſe. The 
neglect of magiſtrates to execute the laws, and the oppoſition 
of the people to the laws had been greatly exaggerated. No 
part of Europe enjoyed more perfect tranquility and peace than 
the county in which he reſided; there was no oppoſition what- 
ever to the execution of the laws. — lle had reſided twelve 
years in it, had expended many thouſands in it in building and 
other matters, and was never defrauded of a ſhilling, either by 
fraud or open force. Violence of every deſcription, he declared, 
was unknown init. He would, as a magittrate, go over the 
whole county of Tyrone, and he would forfeit his life if the 
ſmalleſt oppoſition would be offered to him in the execution of 
the laws. 


| Mr.Conolly. Mr. Co vo was for allowing time ſufficient for a proper 
conſideration of the bill. He had ſome doubts upon it, ſo far 
as it related to the conſtitution, and he declared himſelf at 
that moment not competent or prepared to give an opinion upon 
it; but the principle had his warmeſt approbation, and he was 
ſatisfied the approbation of every gentleman in the Houſe ; he 
meant the better execution of the laws. What made landed 
property of more value in England than in Ireland? A want 
of proper execution of the laws. Was not land in the county 
of Kildare of as much intrinſic value as lend in the county of 
Surry ?—yet the one would ſel] for cwo and thirty years pur- 
chaſe, and twenty or one and twenty, were the higheſt pur- 
chaſe that could be procured for the other; this was owing to 

the non-execution of the Jaws. He thought the firſt of May 
rather long to delay a meaſure of ſo much importance, and 
hoped that about the middle of April would accommodate all 
parties. | 


Theseereta - The SecaETARY or STATE ſaid the bill would effect a 
ry of State. great object, the eſtabliſhment of a ſtrong civil power in the 
country; it would alſo render a quarter ſeſſions reſpectable; 
but he had no other idea than that the bill was to be local, and 

confined to ſuch counties as occaſion might warrant. 


Mr. W. T. Mr. W. Topp Joes ſaid as he came to the Houſe in time 
Jones. for the reading of the bill, he felt himſelf really at a loſs how 
to ſpeak to it upon any of the principles of the Britiſh conſti- 
tution he had ever read, or been inſtructed in—in direct oppo- 
ſition as it is to the ideas, maxims and motives of the Hamb- 
dens and Harringtons of a ſormer age. It was a bill ſuited, not 
to France, there it would not now be tolerated, but to the 
meridian of Turkey to thoſe deſpotic governments where the 
will of a tyrant is law, and poſſibly it may be adapted to tl 
genius of this kingdom, | 


* «+ 
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It was obſerved upon the introduction of tlie police bill at 
this ſeaſon of the laſt ſeſſion, that it was a meaſure of armed 
patronage z and the bill now before them was alſo a bill of 


patronage, but of a more alarming and extenſive comprehen- 


ſion, Its latent objeQs, he feared, were iniquitous in the ex- 
treme, becauſe it was introduced at the tail of a feſſion, in the 
abſence of many of the repreſentatives of the people, as if 
filence and empty benches were beſt adapted to ſuch a meaſure. 
To introduce ſuch a meaſure at the tail of a ſeſſion, affecting 
even remotely the liberty of the ſubject, is bad policy in a 
government which wonld wiſh the acquieſcence of the people 
io attend the execution of their laws; but to hurry a buſineſs 
of the preſent alarming complexion, would be highly guilty in 
that Houſe z it would be precluding the petitions, and antici- 
pating the inſtructions of a free people—in their precipitancy 
deafening the voice of their conſtituents—ſmothering the dying 


complaints of an aſſaſſinated conſtitution, like the cruel policy ' 


of an arbitrary monarch, who beats drums beneath the ſcaffold 


of his expiring victim, drowning at once his repentance or his 


juſtification. 


He grounded his oppoſition to the bill upon the alarming - 


influence and patronage it contained, and the ſuſpicious period 
ckoſen to bring it in; but he might reaſonably inquire, what 


advantage was really propoſed to this kingdom, and more par- 


ticularly to Ulſter, from theſe aſſiſtants to quarter ſeſſions ? 
There are gentlemen in northern counties, accuſtomed to preſide 
at quarter ſeſſions, who are capable of inſtructing the preſi- 
dents of council you will ſend to them; men, who have long 


| directed thoſe county aſſemblies with infinite, acknowledged 


public advantage :—and theſe men are to make room for the 
venality of the law !—men, whoſe only object, and only re- 
ward, is the peace and proſperity of their county, are to be 
ſhoved aſide, or be made ſubſervient to an importation of caſtle 
influence, perhaps of honourable members, whoſe only object 
will be to depreſs independence, and whoſe reward will be— 
ſalary, And thus all views of public grand—all projects of 
private advantage are concentered and ſwallowed up by-admi- 
nitration, in that grand, unconſtitutional, private object the 
extenſion of undue influence in that Houſe. | 

He faid the mover of the bill had infcrmed them he had re- 
ceived many anonymous letters from Litburn and elſewhere, 
demanding this meaſure z but if he will give time for that town, 


and for the province, to be acquainted with this bill, he will 


ſoon ſee upon your table, petitions againſt it, not anonymous, 
and which he will have an opportunity of confronting with his 
reputable correſpondence. Had the bill been introduced as a 
meaſure of general extenſion in a Britiſh parliament, the matter 
of it would probably have hazarded an impeachment z but this 
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Mr. Stew- 
art, 


Sir John 
Blaquiere, 


The Chan- 


 cellor of the as the government of France would nece 


Exchequer. 


inſtruction to the committee on the revenue bill, to continue 


Mr. John 
Walte. 


Warren. 
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kingdom is broken to the yoke. He calls it a bill to purge the 
magiſtracy—but it is a phyſic will carry off the conſtitution. 


Mr. STEwarT then withdrew his motion for the firſt of 


May, and made another for the ſixteenth of April; on which 
the Houſe divided. | R 


1 


Aves — 28 


Noes — 81. 


The committee appointed to inquire into the ſtate of Bride- 
well reported, that having examined George Buckton touchin 


the matter of ſaid inquiry, he had moſt groſsly prevaricated - 
his examination. | | 


Sir Jon Br.aqQviere faid he feared this was a caſe in 
which the Houſe could not exerciſe its wonted humanity, as 
the perſon offending had been guilty of ſeveral very flagrant 
enormities, with which he did not now mean to trouble the 
Houſe, but for which he would at a future day move to addreſs 
the Lord Lieutenant, to direct his Majeſty's Attorney General to 
proſecute ; at preſent he would move firſt, that the Houſe do 
agree with the report of the committee, which being unani- 
mouſly reſolved, he moved that the ſaid George Buckton, for 
his ſaid offence, be committed to the New Priſon, and that 
the Speaker do make out his warrant accordingly, This alſo 
was agreed to nem. con. | 


# 


The CuancEeLLOR of THE Excurequer obſerved that 

| ſly take ſome time 
to arrange the bulineſs of admitting Iriſh goods into that king- 
dom, it would not be reaſonable that French goods ſhould be 
admitted into this till that arrangement was complete, and till 


Iriſh goods were admitted into France; he therefore moved an 


the former prohibition on French goods until ſuch time as it 
ſhall be made known by his Majeſty's proclamation that the 
trade between the two kingdoms was mutually opened. 


Mr. JohN Wore preſented to the Houſe, according to 
order, a bill to regulate the baking trade; which was receiyed, 
and read the firſt time. On : 


Alderman WAREN preſented to the Houſe, according to 
order, a bill to regulate the buying and ſelling of old lead, and 
to prevent the ſtealing of the ſame ; which was received and 
read the firſt tige. Ss ns OE. 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 31, 1787. 


The Houſe in commitee to take into conſideration the cauſes 
why the proviſions in the act reſpecting the regulations of gaols 
yerenot complied with, Sir Edward Crofton in the chair. 


The porter of the Houſe of Induſtry, upon being examined, 
id he had orders to receive priſoners from any of the police, 
without committal. He was aſked by what authority Eſther 
Maſterſon was confined? He ſhewed a warrant for her being 
taken in, ſigned W. D. P. C. 1045 


Sir Jon BLAGUIEARE ironically enquired, whether P. C. Sir John. 
neant privy counſellor, when he was informed it ſtood for Bladuiere- 
petty conſtable. | 


| Alderman Exſhaw was examined and ſaid, that preſentments 
| had been made for firing, but he learnt ſince, that the coals 
x were made uſe of by the guards, and the prifoners did not in 
the ſmalleſt degree participate of the benefit or comfort of them, 
uuleſs admitted through favour or charity. i : 


The keeper of the New Priſon preſented two boys, one 


; zpparently of the age of nine, the other of ten, the latter of 
| whom had been three times in Newgate for felony, and now 
t under the rule of tranſportation. ” 
e Mr. Gzx1rr1TH lamented that boys were put in at firſt for Mr.Griffhs 
= miſdemeanors, to that ſchool of iniquity, the New Gaol, | 
e where from being mere Tyros in vice, they ſoon became 
ll adepts in all kind of villainy, and imbibed thoſe very per- 
n nicious principles that almoſt inevitably bring them to an ig- 
© nominious end. Houſes of correction and uſeful labour, faid 
if he, are the places where they ſhould be ſent to. | 
e 


The keeper of the New Priſon preſented an account of 
eight boys, from nine to fifteen years of age, at preſent in gaol, 


_ with an account of the crimes for which they had been com- 
ed mitted, the moſt of whom had been in priſon ſeveral times 
5 before. 85 | ; 
Alderman Emerſon and the Clerk of the Peace were ex- 
to amined. . | 
d , * 0 . 
nd Mr. STE&EwarT read a part of the police- act, in which the 


. k a : Mr. Stewart. 
commiſſioners of police are expreſsly required to inſpect the a | 


gaols, and make a paper report of the ſame; and in this par- 
ticular inſtance, he aſſerted, they had not properly done their 
duty, He called upon them therefore to, come forward and 
peak for themſelves, ala | 
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Mr. John Mr. Joux Worre ſaid he thought ſuch a negle& ſhould 

Wolte. incur a vote of the ſevereſt cenſure ; or at leaſt that ſome reſo- 
lution ſhould be paſſed, ſetting forth that they had confined many 
perſons in a horrid and loathiome priſon, without giving them- 
ſelves any further crouble about them. 


Alderman Alderman Warren faid that a deputation from the gove 
Warren. nors of the Houſe of Induſtry had waited on the Tones, - 
. ers, who declared that there were then 1900 perſons in the 


Houſe, and requeſted a guard to convey off a part of them to 
Bridewell in order to leſſen the number. tHe aſſerted the 
commiſſioners never committed any one to priſon ; that it was 
the diviſional juſtices who did ſo, and that the blame ſhould | 
de entirely thrown upon the grand jury, wha had been guilty 
of the neglect. | | 


Mr. Berew Mr. BexesrorD beſtowed the higheſt eulogiums on the 
commiſſioners of police, Who, he ſaid, by their very judici- 
ous and indefatigable exertions, had reformed this city amaz- 
ingly in a few months, ſo that it was now as well regulated as 
any in Europe. 


Mr. Maſon, + Mr. MasoNn ſaid that they undoubtedly deſerved the thanks 
not only of parliament but of the public in general. 


Mr. Gardi- . Mr. GaR DIN IX ſaid that the preſent complaints proceeded 
ner. from three cauſes : irregular committals, improper gaolers, 
and bad gaols. The corporation of the city,thould be made 
£ to build proper gaols, or ways and means ſhould be found for 
that purpoſe. Amongſt many other arrangements which he 
thought were indiſpenſably wanting, a Lock Hoſpital ought 
to be erected and eſtabliſhed. It was impoſſible, he faid, that 
the police could properly and effectually execute the laws 
without ſuitable places being built where they might lodge 

thoſe whom they might take up. 


Mr. Trench. Mr. Tarxcn regretted being prevented by indiſpoſition 
| from attending the committee. He faid it ſeemed univerſally 
agreed, that the negligence was enormous, but reſponſibility 
could not be found; he ſaw no ſuch difficulty; houſes of du- 

reſs for puniſhment appertained to the executive power, or to 

the crown; when privileges and immunities were granted by 
Charter, duties as well as advantages were annexed ; the 
power which ſecured the enjoyment of the laſt, required the 
performance of the former. He remarked that in the indenting 
country gaols, all ſubordinate places of confinement were 
conveyed ; the city ſheriffs not appoinſiſpg their own gaoier, 
were not quite ſo reſponſible, but he was convinced the cor- 
En of the city, as named by charter, were anſwerable. 

e remarked it would require two years for a preſentment to 


de productive; that the private liberality of members of both 


\ 
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' Houſes, had given an immediate ſupply of blanketing to this 


Bridewell—had clothed forty naked wretches, and (with the 
benevolent aid of Stephens's Hoſpital) preparations were 
making to adminiſter effectual medicines to thoſe that were 
diſeaſed, but it would be neceſſary for parliament to interfere 
by ſome ſhort and effectual method, to oblige the city to 
rebuild her priſons, Bridewell and Marſhalſea, and to prevent 
the repetition of ſo melancholy a ſcene, that was a national 
diſgrace. 


Mr. Ox De ſaid he was of opinion, agreeable to the. nat ure Mr, 


2 


of the act, that the commiſſioners ought to viſit the different 
priſons, and if not, they were highly reſponſible. He admit- 
ted indeed that the indefatigable pains and attention they were 
oblized to beſtow in bringing the police eſtabliſhment to its 


prelent ſyſtem of regularity and perfection, diverted them from 


other collateral duties. He «ould wiſh, however, that ſome 
ſtrong reſolution, decifive as to its interpretation, might be 
entered into, with reſpect to the duty of the commiſſioners to 
inſpect and make the report of the _ The fault did not 
originate with them, but was the ſhameſul negle& of former 
times, for many years paſt. By the expreſs words of the aQ, 
he declared that proper houſes ſhould be built, and no attempt 


had been as yet made for that purpoſe. 


Orde. 


Sir Joun BLaqQuiene declared that he could find nothing Sir John 
bur a floating reſponſibility, and nobody anſwerable, except a Blaquiera- 


few miſerable gaolers, There was no law under the ſun by 
which a female, quietly and peaceably walking the ſtreets, 
could be taken up and put into confinement, in a loathſome 
gaol, devoid of all comforts and conveniences of life, what- 


ever her private occupation might be, which it mutt be ac- 


knowledged, at the very beſt, was but a loſing trade. He 
then adverted to the interior government of gaols, and ſaid that 
the priſoners had no accommodation whatſoever, but what was 
wretched to the laſt degree, and their allowance was but three 


quarters of a pound of bread a day, with a little ſmall beer, 


whereas in England each priſoner was allowed four-pence 
worth of diet each day, and they had therefore ſufficient ali- 
ment to ſuſtain nature. Since Sir Thomas Blackall's mayoralty, 
which is ſixteen years ſince, no blankets had been given. 

He then moved the three following reſolutions : 

* That the detaining any perſon or perſons for a longer time 
than what is neceſſary to have them dealt with according to 
law, is illegal. = 3 

** That Mecum, the keeper of Bridewell, appears to be an 


inirm old man, and ought to be removed, and that Bucktop 


appearing highly culpable, ought to be proſecuted, 
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<< 'That the care of every gaol within the city is on the cor- 
poration, and any neglect thereof is highly culpable.“ 


Mr. Trench, Mr. Tztxcn infifted that the report ſhould ſtand on the 


| Intermedling. 


Journals, as well as the reſolutions, for when the public mind 
ſhould cool, unlefs thoſe facts were recorded, the enormities 
would ſeem incredible; and the perſons who had taken an 
active and diſintereſted line, might be contidered as buſy or 


He alſo remarked, the report did not recite the moſt crimi- 


nal matters, and therefore could not be conſidered as painful 


or perſonal. s 
The bufinefs was poſtponed to Monday, without coming to 


any determination reſpechng the reſolutions. 


Mr. BER BS NORD preſented to the Houfe, a bill for granting 
to his Majeſty the ſeveral duties therein mentioned, and for the 
better regulation of lottery offices; which was received and 
xead the firſt time. 


Mox DAT, ArkIL 2, 1787. 
As ſoon as the Speaker had taken the chair, 


* Mr. Orp ſaid, before we go into any other buſineſs, I 
think it neceſfary to requeſt the attention of the Houſe to a 
matter of very high importance to the nation, which I have 
now the honour to mention. I have, ſaid he, conſidered 3 
as pledged to give the Houſe the earlieſt information of the 
reſult of the negociation with Portugal, and am now happy to 
fay, that it is on a footing-which I traſt will give full fatisfac- 
tion to this kingdom; every expeRation of advantage will be 
confirmed, and F have the peculiar pleafure of being able to 
declare that, throughout this very arduous buſineſs, Great Bri- 
rain has in every ſtep moſt earneſtly aſſerted! the rights of lre- 
land. I do not ſay that the treaty is compleatly finiſhed; but 
there ĩs very little cauſe to ſuppoſe thar any impediment can 
now arife; as the previous queſtion, ** that Great Britain and 
Ireland are to go on together, and that no difference is to be 
made hereafter between their intereſts,” has been ſettled, 
The only object that now remains, is to vindieate the united 
claims of Great Britain and Iretand, whieh there can now te- 
main no doubt will ſoon be admitted, as both countries will 
go hand im hand together; Fhope; therefore, this country will 
act as Britain has done, by taking meaſures to eaſe Portugal of 


the heavy duties againſt her produce. 
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Sir EDWARDNRWFEN HAM ſaid he bore teſti mony, in this Sir Edward 
inſtance, to the Engliſh miniſter's wiſh to ferve the Iriſh trade Newenham. 
with Portugal; that he had a letter from a reſpectable charac- 
ter of the Engliſh factory, ſtating that fact, and he hoped mi- 
niſtry would perſevere, and not ſuffer the freedom of Iriſh com- 
merce to Portugal any longer to be impeded. | 


Mr. Bext:sForD then moved that in caſe the duties on the Mr. Berei- 
importation of wines from Portugal fhall, at any time previous 
to the 25th day of March, 1988, by virtue of the proviſion 
contained in an att paſſed this ſeſſion of parliament, be lower- 
ed, that then and in ſuch a cate no higher duties ſhall- be pay- 
able upon the importation of wines of the growth of Spain or 
the Spaniſh domiinions than ſhall be payable upon ſuch wines of 
the growth of Portugal, any law to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


The bill for the better execution of the law, and for the 
preſervation of the peace with the counties at large, was read 
a ſecond time. 


Mr. Garret TH ſaid he was againſt proceeding on a bill of Mr. Griffith. 
fuch importance in a Houſe conſiſting of not one-third of the | 
members, and that one-third compoſed of aid-de-camps, 
ſearchers, packers, gaugers, placemen of all deſcriptions, and 
penſioners. 

He contended that it was highly indecent at this time to 
preſs forward a bill of ſuch conſequence—a' bill which created 
thereby thirty-two additional judges—which annulled fix 
hundred magiſtrates—which raiſed: an army of three thouſand 
ſoldiers under the name of conſtables, and changed the admini- 
ration. of juſtice, | 

He admitted the neceſſity of ſome regulation in a part of 
the kingdom. In the North, fortunately there was no ſuch 
neceſſity exiſting, and any change there muſt be, he contend- 
ed, for the reverſe. —He hoped the Houſe would not in its 
preſent unattended ſtate go into a committee on a bill that went 
to bring ſo extenſive a tax; and it would be more prudent in 
the mover of the bill to ſay, go home, take time to conſider it 
maturely, and then come to decide on it with conviction. 


Mr. Ou DE, faid he roſe to tell the honourable gentleman, Mr. Orde. 
that was he to proceed in any way that could in the moſt re- 
mote degree juſtify what the honourable. gentleman had ſaid; 
be ſhould feel that he had been as-improper, and extremely out 
of order as he had been—he ſhould think himſelf deſerving of 
cenſure, He very much wondered that the honourable. gen- 


| tleman would venture to ſpeak as he had done, and he won- 


dered more. that he was not. interrupted. in his harangue ;— 
Howeyer, for his part, he would not inſult the good ſenſe. of 
the Houle by giving it an anſwer; he would only ſay, that 
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the honourable gentleman had miſtaken his ſentiments, as well 
as the ſentiments of the gentlemen he had ſo unwarrantably: 
addreſſed. 
As to the bill, he was convinced that every gentleman who 
had a regard for the country would concur in it, though ſome 
matters had been groſsly miſ-ſtated. The honourable gentle. 
man who ſpoke laſt had ſtated that there were to be thirty- 
to dependent judges. This he pobtively denied. He had 
laid that the power of the magiſtrates was to be taken away. 
This alſo he poſitively denied; and he denied the aſſertion, 
that the conſtables appointed under the bill were ſoldiers in 
diſguiſe, or an unconſlitutional Force, It was indecd the firſt 
time he had ever heard it aſſerted that ftrengthening the hand 
of the civil magiſtrate, by putting under his command a num- 
ber of civil officers, was an unconſtitutional meaſure. 


Sir Edward Sir EDbwanpD CRor ro preſſed to have the bill deferred to 
Crafton. next ſeſſion; it required much conſideration, if it could be at 
all admitted, but in its preſent ſtate” he was moſt decidedly 
againſt it ; and in his oppoſition he was ſtrengthened by the 
inſtruction of his conſtituents, the freeholders of a great and 
_ reſpeQable county, where the magiſtrates are men of the firit 
character, and the laws are fully and equally adminiſtered, 
He took a view of the bill itſelf, to which he made many 
objections, particularly to that part which appoints lawyers to 
afliſt the juſtices with their counſel and advice. He ſaid this 
would give the miniſter a very extenhve patronage, and greatly 
advance his authority, though it would degrade the magi- 
ſtrates. The bar was now the well known path to preferment. 
Men of no family, no connexion, men who could not trace 
back to their grandfathers, or who, if they could, would be 
aſbamed to name them, would now be placed over men of 
reſpe&t and honour, who, perhaps, would be aſhamed to fir 
in company with them. They would allo from their ſituation, 
aided by their conſtables and ſub- conſtables, be enabled to in- 
fluence elections, and the very worſt conſequences would 
reſult to the country. | 


The Hon, The Honourable Dennis Browne faid he conſidered 
Dennis lawyers as abſolutely neceſſary to adviſe country gentlemen, 
Browne. and that he would much rather have the laws enforced by 
Z300o conſtables, under the direction of the civil magiſtrates, 

than by 15,000 ſoldiers under military law. | | 


Mr,Conolly, Mr. ConoLLy faid that there was no man who more ear- 
neſtly wiſhed the peace and happineſs of the country than he 
did, but he entertamed che molt ſerious apptehenſions from 
putting it under an armed Marechauſce, from making conſta- 
bles dependent for their ſalaries upon government. He had 
-aſked the right honourable moyer of the bill, upon a former 
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decaſion, when the riot- act was introduced, whether A general 
lice was intended, and he thought that the right honourable 
gentleman had ſaid it was not. 


The Ar TON YYY GENERNAI.—I anſwered, that no ſuch The Attor- 
Mag was intended ; and if gentlemen will let this bill go into ney General. 
committee, I ſhall be able, I truſt, to demonſtrate that it does 
dt tend to eſtabliſh one. 


Mr. Co x ol. L* ſaid he wiſhed to ſee the laws executed, Mr.Conolly. 
but he wiſhed to have it done in a conſtitutional manner. A 
W rot-at he thought a good law, and he was confirmed in 
making ſo by the opinion of the late Marquis of Rockingham, 
the known friend of liberty, who, when it was propoſed to him 
o go to Ircland, ſaid that he never would go into a country 
where there never exiſted a riot- act. 


Mr. Maso obſerved that every thing that had been offered Mr. Maſon. 
ved only to prove the neceſſity of committing the bill, as in 
de committee whatever ſhould be thought improper might be 
dtered or expunged. 


Mr. ConoLLy ſaid if the chief conſtables to be appointed Mr. Conolly. 
t under the bill were to be made elective in the counties by the 

5 gand juries, it would take away every objection he entertained 

4 wainſt the bill. 

0 Mr. CnaRxLES O'NE ITI ſaid that he, though not an aid- Mr. Chara 
e · camp, nor a commiſſioner, nor even a judge in ex pectancy, O'Neill. 


dom motives of candour, found himſelf under a neceſſity of 
ring to declare, that he thought the ſituation of the country 
dſolutely required ſuch a bill as the preſent. The number of 
proper perſons that had been admitted into the commiſſion 


de the peace, men unqualified by fortune or talents, or edu- 
of ation, had diſgraced that commiſſion, and it was neceſſary that 
ſit tould be reſtored to the original dignity and reſpect. 

ng 


As to the delay that was defired by gentlemen, he could ſee 

oreaſon for it, though he did not wonder at their wiſhing for 
ld be aſſiſtance of lawyers that were abſent, ſeeing that ſo little 
kd been urged by the gentlemen preſent z but he thought that 


red e bad as much right to give an opinion on the ſubjeR as if he 

en, kd been abſent, and had come to town for the Ipecial pur- 

by pe of debating it. 

ens Mr. BxownL ow ſaid he thought the bill of too much con- Mr. Browns 
vence to be haſtily or lightly patſed ; it made a very mate- low. 
change in the conſtitution of the country, and therefore 


uit to undergo careful inveſtigation and cloſe enquiry. The 
t honourable member who had introduced it, had declared 
itweeks ago that he had found it a ſubject of the greateſt in- 
icy he had ever undertaken ; and if to his acknowledged 
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abilities it had been difficult, how was ir poſſible for count 
gentlemen to underftand it in a moment? He thought it wa 
Impoſſible in the preſent ſeſſion that it could be paſſed ; ard 
indeed though it might be intended to produce much beneft 
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he feared much miſchief would be produced if it was pre | 
cipitated. | SENS : 
As to turning out the preſent juſtices, and naming on! f 
ſuch as deſerve the honour of bearing the commiſſion, he ac { 
Eriowledzed it would be a very great advantage, if the Lord F 
Chancellor had an intuitive knowledge by which he could cif f 
tinguiſh the meritorious and honourable, ſo that they on); x 
might be reſtored;; but till this (ould be the caſe, the neu f 
commifſion was as likely to be abuſed as the old one had been t 
It was not, he ſaid, to be fuppoſed that the Chancellor would 
attend to private information, as they would be dictated by 5 
private inteteſts or paſſions; how then was he to know of Ji 
whom the honour of the commiſſion ought to be conferred u 
There was certainly no good general rule for judging. Wer % 
men to be weighed by their fortunes? Certainly not; fe Y 
many men of {mall fortune were yet men of great worth and A 
ability, and had proved themſelves excellent magiſtrates.—h 
objected alſo to holding eight ſeſſions yearly in each county 
This in a manufacturing county would be a very great waſted 
rime, for he could not ſuppoſe that each ſeſſion would take u pr 
leis than three days, that is twenty-four days in the yea th 
which with two aſſizes, would make more than a comple by 
month of idleneſs, as to every intent and purpoſe of irduſtt) it 
As to employing barriſters to adviſe the juſtices, he feared tha 
for the fatary that could be given, men of eminence could n 6 
de procured; and that only ſome ſtripling lawyers, with fu * 
wigs and empty bags, like thofe that ſtrut unnoticed throug ge 
the hall of che Four- Courts, would be employed. This woul © 
be making things worſe than ever. Indeed he did not dont | 
but- that in the beginning a few men of abilities might fa 
brought forward, but he doubted not that hereafter abilities & 
College-Green would be preferred to abilities in the Four the 
Courts. "x"; | Fit 
The conſtables, he ſaid, ought to be well paid and we me 
armed, but they ought to be choſen by the grand jury; ho did 
ever, he acknowledged ſuch an alteration in the bill might | coi 
made by the committee, and he had no objection to its bein = 
committed provided that a reaſonable time was allowed f rec. 
conſideration. e thought, indeed, that any meaſure procee i cen 
ing from the right honourable gentleman, was of too muq kent 
weight to be lightly rejected, or immediately poſtponed. 1 


knew alſo that ſo high was the opinion which the Houle ente vo. 
tained: of him, that any meaſure he would preſs would On ... 
agreed to, but he ſubmitted to his judgment, whether the b Y 
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would not receive more force and efficacy from deliberation, 


than by being precipitated ? 


Mr. STEWwaRT (of Killymoon) ſaid he thoug! t the bill fo 
framed as to give power to the crown, and no advantage to the 
people. He thought the bill a police hill, in the preſent ac- 


ceptation of the word police; that is, to diſguiſe an arn:y of 


ſoldiers under the name of conſtables. They only differed from 
ſoldiers 1n not being under military command, and being more 


449 


Mr. Stewart. 


dependant on their commanders than a ſoldier on his offi er; for 


the one depended on his officers report for payment, and the 
other did not. The bil! was ſtated to render magiſtrates re- 


ſpectable; in his opinion it would only render them contemp- 


tible. 

Would the reſpect of the people for magiſtrates he encreaſed 
by ſeeing them ſubject to the direction of a penſioned lawyer ? 
If ever a miniſter thould be dating enough to make an attack 
upon our liberties, and the preſent bil! ſhould paſs, what would 
be our ſituation? He concluded with ſaying that if govern- 
ment would conſent to let it ſtand committed for the firſt of 
Auguſt, he ſhould be lets ſtrenuous in his oppoſition to it. 


M. Row v ſaid he was againſt the bill. 


Mr. JohN O'NEZ III. - Sir, I cannot avoid rifing upon the 
preſent occaſion, to expreſs my intent of giving a negative to 
the commitment of the bill. I look upon it to be extremely 
exceptionable in every part—ablolutely unneceſſary and that 
it will be totally ineffe ctual. | 

In the firſt place, three parts out of the four of the kingdom 
require no ſuch alteration of the conftitutional ſyſtem, though 
the bill is to affect indiſcriminately te whole kingdom. This 


Mr. Rowley. 
Sir John 


O'Neill. 


gentlemen know very well, and this being admitted, I inſiſt that 


t is a ſtrong objection to the bill. 

In the ſouth of Ireland, the only part of the kingdom in a 
fate of diſturbance, the exceſſes complained of have been 
committed by great bodies of men; and will any man ſay that 
the remedy for the evil lies in correQing the quarter ſeſſions? 
Lither the magiſtrates have refu'ed to take examinations againſt 
te rioters, or they have not. If they received examinations, 
did they bring them before the quarter ſeſſions? If they did, 
could it be proved that the quarter ſeſſions treated them lightly 
or ineffectually? Is there a ſingle evidence of ſuch a fact on 
record? Noz—and if the laws have not been found inſuffi— 


cent, ſome other Courſe muſt be taken to account for the pre- 


ſent bill, | 5 

The diſturbances have been committed by multitudes; it 
would be abturd to fay that the remedy lies in improving quat- 
ter ſeſſions. To effect it by force an army of conſtables muſt 
Vol. VII. F 158 


— 
r 
32 


„ 
—_ 


+ — — . _—_————— — —— — — . — — — = — 
p S [4 <5 * = NS 7 WE — — = 
662 2 n 2 — IG = A ä re I —̃ — on — 
r — F p p 
_ bs 4 . —__ ——— = _ 
<= | 4 K = on a 
** , — : — — . oo 
2 8 og ' 8 — = 
th * APA 3 bh. © KEE RI - 
he ax IE * — — ad bs? 2 * ” \ 0) ey 
= — n E 1 ore ” 7 
wee 2 r , at Cd; Ds — — ——— —— 


— 
\ — 8 
„ 2 

ry — —= 1 


— 
Ap Eo 


— 2 
— 2 
N 
» „ ops by n 
ITY . » OE os cnn 
— 
= r 4 > * 


4 — ſe a0 


— 
— —ñ— 3à—— ?— — 


— — 


— —— 
4 =y 2 
7 0 9 * 
* 7 * 
8 I >, We 
\ r 


459 PARLIAMENTARY [Arxr2;, 


be raiſed. I therefore aſk is it meant to repel force by force 
Are gentlemen apprized of the alarming extent they muſt go 
to in order to effect this? Though the bill appoints too many, 

it does not appoint ſufficient for the purpoſe; and therefore 
conſidering it altogether as applying a meaſure of force to a 
part of the kingdom perfectly in peace, as preſenting remedies 
that will not apply to the evil, I conceive it unneceſſary and 
ineffeQual, 

But it may be aſked where does the remedy lie? I would 
anſwer, perhaps it lies in telieving the diſtreſſes of the people, 
But as this would lead me to a ſubjeR different from that before 
you, I ſhall ay nothing more upon it, 

If then the bill is adequate to the purpoſe propoſed ; if it is 
not intended to raiſe a force equal to thoſe in arms, ſomething 
elſe muſt be ſought for to explain the anxiety that appeared for 

ailing the bill; and that I fear is the increaſing the patronage 
f the crown. | : 

Where is the neceſſity of appointing lawyers to preſide and 
inſtruQ the juſtices at quarter ſeſſions? Has there ever been 
known a caſe, in which the magiſtrates were, from ignorance, 
unable to decide upon? ] am ſure no gentleman will ſay there 
has. But when the blanks in the bill are filled, appointing 

the ſalaries of thoſe lawyers, gentlemen will diſcover ore 
great object accompliſhed - to add to the influence and patron» 
age of the crown. 

The next addition to patronage is the appointment of con- 
ſtables, I requeſt that gentlemen will attend, and obſerve the 
extent of this patronage, he county that I have the honour 
to repreſent, may be divided into ſixteen diſtricts. If other 
counties were divided in the ſame manner, the kingdom would 
be burdened with five hundred peace officers z thele officers or 
conſtables will have at lcaſt from fifty to ſixty pounds a year, 
and when it is confidered that the leaſt employments, even the 
place of boatmen is ſolicited by gentlemen of the firſt autho- 
rity, the patrpnage ariſing from this will be found no ſmall 
acquiſition to an adminiſtration remarkably fond of having ma- 
ny perſons to aſk favours of them. + ; 

As the bill therefore is not adequate to quell diſturbances in 
ſuch parts of the kingdom as are annoyed by them, and as it is 
to pc rate where the peace is not at all annoyed, I ſhall giye 
my negative to its commitment. | | | 

Mr.Holmes, Mr. Hor mes ſaid if he thought this bill would augment the 
patronage of the 'crown he would vote againſt it, but he did 
not. He then delivered an eulogium on the landlords of the 
ſouth of Ireland, and laid the chief cauſe of the diſtreſſes of 
the poor 1 abſentee landlords, who had deſerted 
their tenants and left them ſubject to rapacious agents. The 
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wretche d tenant had complaints, but he had no one to maks 
them to, and then he naturally flies to diſturbance. Another 
cauſe of diſturbance was the ignorance, the venality and ſu- 
pineneſs of magiſtrates. A kind of clanſhip ſtill ſubſiſted in the 
country, and magiſtrates were at the head of and adopted the 


guarrels of the commonalty. He had ſeen meetings, where 


the men were regularly marſhalled to fight under commanders, 
and by making a preſent of poultry or the like, they made 
their peace with the magiſtrates. It was the cuſtom too for 
the party who had conquered, to get warr.nts agaiuſt thoſe 
whom they had beaten—They, in their turn, reſorted to their 
favourite magiſtrate z to the ſhame of juſtice both parties were 
made ſpecial to their own cauſes z and he had ſeen them pro- 
ceed to the ſpot of action with a warrant in one hand, and an 
oaken cudgel in the other. — When a reſpectable warrant had 
been granted, he was obliged to employ a party of the military 
to execute it. | 


Colonel St. Gzoxce.—I riſe in compliance with the requeſt Gn St, 
of the honourable gentleman who opened this debate I riſe to George. 


declare that the bill before the Houſe, and the meaſures of this 
government, have my full and _— approbation. Having 


now, at the honourable gentleman's deſire, performed the (to 


me) painful taſk of ſpeaking before this reſpectable aſſembly, I 
ſhall requeſt of him to grant me a favour in return, and that is, 
that he never will again preſume to ſpeak on any ſubject, 
when he can ſay nothing more to the purpoſe than he has ſaid 
upon this occaſion. 


Mr. W. Topp Jowes ſaid he roſe to bear witneſs of the Mr. w. r. 
non-neceflity of the bill, particularly in the four counties of Jones. 


Down, Antrim, Armagh and Derry. The Secretary might 
lmile at the aſſertion, but he was able to prove it founded in 
fat. A gentleman had ſaid that if any man ſhould attempt to 
grapple with the laws, the laws would be found too ftrong for 
him—he hoped that if ever a king's devil ſhould grapple with 


the rights of the people, he alſo would find the people too 


ſtrong for him. He thought the bill an inſult upon the liberty 
of an induſtrious, but high ſpirited people, and hoped to ſee 
the time ſhortly when the people would be rouzed from that 
apathy which at preſent diſgraced them. He oppoſed the bill 
as an infamous one, | | 


The queſtion was put, that the bill be committed, 
Ayes — 110 


Noes — 29. 


The ATTorNev GeNeRAL then moved that this Houſe The Attor- 
do, on Thurſday next, reſolve itſelf into a committee of the * General. 


whole Houte, to take the bill _ conſidetatiou. 
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Mr.Conolly. Mr. Coxor. tv faid that Gnce he ſound then the whole of this 


Mr. John 
ONeill. 


Mr. Mont - 
gomery. 


conſtitutionul bill was to be inſiſted on, he thought it his duty 
to declare that he bad no doubt now that it was the intention of 
every government to drigoon this Country, as the acquiſition 
of a free trede had never been forgiven, and that conl'itution 
that was obtained by a right honourable friend of his, that he 
did not then fee in his place, [Mr. Grattan] that when this bill 
w.s once paſſed into a law, our conſtitution would be much 
worſe than it was before that period; that Great Britain had, 
under a maſk of a treaty of commerce, erdeaveured to ſu in- 
dle away our conſtitution z and in that treaty, with the aſſiſt- 
ance of a right honourable gentleman, [Mr. Eden} once the 
ſuppoſed political enemy uf this adminiſiration, but now their 
friend, they endeavoured to take away the remnant of our com- 
merce; but that if this bill paſſed into a Jaw, coming from the 
lame hands, it might dragoon us out of both. 


Mr. Joun O'Neill again roſe. He ſaid that the bill 
would be ineffectual, which was a great objection. But there 


was another, It would raiſe a body of five thouſand men az 


ſub-conftables—no lets than one-third of the ſtanding: army! 

'The danger of which every man muſt be apprized of, A rea- 
ſon for the ſolici:ude expreiſed on the bill which he had forgot 
to ſtate, was, the deſire of creating a power. to overturn the 
ſentiments of the people. This, like all other meaſures of 
adminiſtration, had come from the other fide of the water. 
He thought it impolitic of Great Britain, thus to wiſh for the 


 depretlion of this country. He aſked why was Great Britain 


ſo far above other nations? Why, becauſe fhe was conſcious 


of the ſuperior exertions her liberty enabled her to make, 


Why was Ireland fo high? From the ſame notions of her liber- 
ty. And when Great Britain attempted to depreſs thoſe, ſte 
laboured to deprive herſelf of a ſource of certain and effectual 
lupport. He concluded with obſerving that the bill had only 
two objecis to effect the one, an encteaſe of the patron ge of 
the crown; the other, to overawe the ſpirits of the people. 


Mr. Mon TONER (of Donegal) ſaid that though he very 
ſeldom differed from his two right honourable friends, he mutt 
upon this occation, He thought miniſters did not proceed far 
enough to bring the affairs of the country to a criſis; but be 
would give them one hint, which was, if in paſſing this law 
they did not inſort a clauſe, to compel men to act as magiſtrates, 
they would have very few, indeed, to carry the law into effect, 
eſpecially while magiſtrates were liable to be teized by petti- 
fogging icoundre! attornie?, as he himſelf had been, and open 
to ſuch inſults as had been ſuffered by a brother magittrate of 


his, in the county he had the honour to repteſent. I hat gen- 


tleman had, wichout any Cauſe aſſigned, been diſmiſſed from 


ſtand part. The Houſe d vided, 


1787.1 RATES 
the office of juſtice hy the Lord Chancellor, and though rhe 
grand jury of the county, and the gentloman himſelf, had in a 
memorial prefſed his lordſhip (who, no doubt, atcd from a 
good motive) to let him know the reafon of his being fo de- 


graded, that he might vindicate his character, yet no cauſe had 
to this hour been aſſigned. bh | 


Mr. Hzwir.—The honourable gentleman has id that Mr, Roo 
a gentleman was diſmiſſed from the commiſſion of the peace, 
and that no cauſe was aſſigned, 'H tell the honourable gen- 
tleman the cauſe—he was diſmiſſed as being a ſmuggler. The 
Chancellor was informed of this, and I believe wille ever conti- 
nue to refuſe him the commiſſion. 


Mr. MoxnTGomery ſaid that was not I 3 r the gen- Mr. Monte 
tleman bore in the country where he was beſt Known; if it was, Somery. 
the grand jury would not have applied. He did not know 
what was meant by ſmugvlers z they miglit be of many kinds 
perhaps that Houſe was not exempt from, them. 


Mr, BzxrsrorD roſe in ſupport of Mr. Hewit, but was Mr. Beres« 
called to order. | 3 ford. 


An amendment was then . to the motion before the 
Houſe, that inſtead of Thurſday next the words fr / of May, 


Ayes — 39 Noes — 97. | ; 
Monday was then propoſed, and negatived without a divi- 
fion, and the queſtion was put for Thurſday, wg the Houſe 


having divided, there appeared, 
Ay eo, = on. 


Mr. Bor ToN preſented to he Houſe, according to ander, a Mr. Bae 
bill for the preſet vation of the Same 3 which was received and 
read the firſt time. N : . | 


Noes — 1 
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"Thi committee appointed to enquire into the ES why 
the act for regulating gavls was not conformed to in the city of 
Dublin, fat in the Houſe, purſuant to OY Sir Ed- 
ward Crofton in the chair. 


On the report of the committee being read, 


Mr. CaLTDW III ſaid he thought it contained ſome words Nr. cajge 
that caſt a reflection on the corporation of the city of Dublin, well. 


which in his opinion their conduct did not ment, and the 
f 
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blame for not viſiting the priſons did not entirely lie with them, 
for the commiſſioners of police were directed by the police-a& 


to viſit and inſpeQ the gaois, and make a report thereof to the 
Lord Lieutenant. | | 


Ni. Stewart. Mr. STewarT coincided in opinion with Mr. Caldwell. 


Mr. Charles Mr. CuANLES O'NetLL ſaid that nothing had appeared in 
© Net. © evidence before the committee to criminate the corporation of 
; .the city of Dublin. | - 


Sir John Sit Joun Bi.aquirxe ſaid he did not think the words 
Blaquicre. alluded to implied a cenſure, but he contended notwithſtand- 
ing, that ſufficient evidence had come out in the committee to 

warrant the inſerting the words ſtated in the report. 


Mr. cuffe. Mr. Curye defended the corporation of the city of Dublin, 
He faid they were taxed very highly for ornamenting and im- 
proving the city, which they paid chearfully, and in his 
opinion they were not deſerving cenſure. The ruffian who 
was the keeper of Bridewell, and who behaved with ſuch 


cruelty, ſhould be the object of reſentment, and not the 
corporation of the city of Dublin. : 


Sir John Sir Joun Buaquiers ſaid, the words went to fix a re- 
Blaquiere. ſponſibility to the corporation of the city; the commiſſioners 
of police were only empowered to injpe& and report, but 
they had it not in their power either to diſplace or remove a 

yore.” © 8 
He then moved, that it is the opinion of this committee, 
that detaining in Bridewell any perfon without a warrant ſo to 
do, is illegal, and contrary to law. 5 | 
Mr. Anneſ® Mr. AxNesSLEy faid there was no neceſſity for ſuch a teſo- 
ley. 4ution, the preſent law of the land guarded againſt improper 

He alſo moved, that it is the gym of this committee that 

Joſbua Mecum, keeper of the priſon of Bridewell, ought to be 
removed. — 1 8 ? 

He likewife moved, that it is the opinion of this committee 
that the care and ſuperintendance of every gaol which any 
corporation or body politic appoint a keeper to, is a duty in- 
cumbent on fatd corporation or body politic 

The reſolutions wete ſeverally agreed to. ny 

The chairman was then directed to report, and the com- 

| mittee broke up. — 
vir; Orde. Mr. Ox pe informed the Houſe, that he was commanded by 
dis Grace the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint them that his - 


. AE. i, 
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jeſty had been pleaſed to return the following moſt gracious 


anſwer to the addreſs of the Houſe, which he read in his place, 
and after delivered in at the table : | 


«© GEORGE R. 


& His Majeſty returns his thanks to the Lords and Commons 
of Ireland for their dutiful and loyal addrefs. His Majeſty, 
who regards all. his ſubjects with the ſame parental affection, 
conſiders their mutual intereſts as inſeparably connected and 
united, and receives with great ſatisfaction the declarations of 
the Lords and Commons of Ireland upon the conſideration of the 
treaty of navigation and commerce between his Majeſty and the 
moſt chriſtian king, as well as the aſſurances they give of their 
determination to purſue ſuch meaſures as -may be neceſſary for 
giving effect to the ſlipulations of the ſaid treaty. 8 


Mr. Oer gave notice that he would on Thurſday acquaint Mr. Orde: 


the Houſe of the day he ſhould poſitively introduce his ſyſtem 
of public education. | 


The coaſt fiſhery-bill was reported;-and on the Speaker 


putting the queſtion, that the bill be engroſſed, 


Sir Francis HuTcHinson ſaid there was a clauſe in Sir Frantis 
the bill, allowing the ſum of 4000: to be laid out by the com- Hutchinſon. 


miſſioners of his Majeſty's revenue, in etecting light-houſes 
he would therefore move that the ſaid commiſſioners ſhall truly 
account to parliament for all money laid out under their direc- 
tion in erecting light-houſes. Te 


Mr. BER Es Top ſaid he hoped the honourable baronet did 
not mean by his motion to make the commiſſioners perſonally 
accountable z he aſſured the honourable baronet, though they 
had at preſent the ſuperintendance of erecting light-houſes by an 
order from the crown, the revenue board did not ſtand in need 
of any additional buſinefs ; all that the commiſſioners could do 
was to have 4 controul on the expenditure of the money, and 
parliament had certainly a controul over the commiſſioners, 


Sir Francis HurTcainson ſaid his object was that no Sir Beg ate 
public money ſhould de granted without being properly ac- Hutchinſon. 


. 


counted for. 


Mr. Bux ca (the accountant general) moved the order of Mr. Burgh- 


_ Sir Francis HvTcntnson conſented” to withdraw his 
motion; and it was then ordered that the bill be engroſſed. 


Mr. Jonun Worre preſented to the Houſe, according to Mr. Joby 
etder, à bill for improving and repairing the turnpike road Wolts, 


Hutchinſon, 
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leading from the city of Dublin to Kilcullen- bridge in the 


county of Kildare, and to the twenty-one mile ſtone weſtward 
of the ſaid bridge; which was received and read the firſt time, 


1 
— — | — — 


WEDNESDAY, APREL 4, 1787. 


Mr Beres- Mr. BenxesrorD ſaid that as it was probable an accommo- 
* dation with Portugal would ſhortly tate place, and as the 
merchants who had imported Portugal and Spaniſh wines under 
the preſent duty, would be injured by ſuch as would import 
under the intended reduCtion of duty, it would be neceſſary to 
put them on a footing of equality, which could only be done 
by the commiiſioners of the revenue being obliged to refund the 
balance of duty. He therefore moved, that leave be given to 
bring in a bill to empower the commriſicners of his Majeſty's 
revenue to grant repayments of certain duties on Portugal and 
| Spaniſh wines in certain caſes. | 


Mi. Browne. Mr. BROWN E (of the College) moved that the proper officer 
do lay before this Houſe copies of all the rolls which have been 
tranſmitted to and depoſited in the rolls office of this kingdom, 
containing the names, titles, additions and places of abode of 
ſuch perſons as have taken the oath preſcribed by the ſtatute of 
the thirteenth and fourteenth years of his preſent Majeſty, in- 

titled “ An act to enable his Majeſty's ſubjects of whatever 

perſuaſion to teſtify their allegiance to him z" ſpecifying the 

time when, and the court or magiſtrate before whom they re- 
ſpe@ively took the ſaid oath. 


Alſo that the proper officer do lay before this Houſe copies = 
of the returns which have been made to the clerk of the privy viſh 
council, by the regiſters of the ſeveral dioceſes in this kingdom, 
of the names, abodes, ages, pariſhes, times and places of re- 0 
ceiving popiſh orders of ſuch popiſh eccleſiaſtics as have been 0 pt 

f regiſtered in purtuance of an act of the twenty-firſt and twenty- * 


ſecond years of his preſent Majeſty, intitled An act for the iet 
furcher relief of his Majeſty's ſubjects of this kingdom profe ſſing tion 


the popiſh religion.“ furth 
The Secre= The SeckeTaARY or STATE.—T cannot conceive for what lone 
taryof State. purpoſe theſe motions are made. But as I am certain that the Mil 
honourable gentleman would not bring any matter forward T 

- which would not do him credit to explain, and as the motions 
affeQ great bodies of men, I hope he will oblige the Houſe M 


with his motive, 


r nnd Foes 
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Mr. BRowne —I have no manner of objection. In the Mr. Browne. 


rear 1774 an act paſſed, by which many of his Majeſty's ſub- 


js were enabled to teſtify their allegiance. The diffenters 


were particularly pleaſed at this, as before they had no ſuch 
opportunity. In 1778, an act patled allowing Roman Ca- 
holics great advantages, ſuch as taking long leaſes, with this 
rovilo only, that they ſhould previouſly have taken the oath 
if ztlegiance. Another act afterwards paſſed, taking off many 
rfirictions, and giving them every advantage poſſeſſed by pro- 
teſtants, Except filling any of the offices of the ſtate. Now I 


nken 2 Some gentlemen ſay that it will be impoſſible to furniſh 
u account of the nature | have moved for, from the vaſt num- 
bers who have taken the oath 3 but I have been informed by 
athers, - that there are not fifteen hundred on the privy council 
books; an alarining circumſtance, if out of two millions of 
people, no more had availed themſelves of the opportunity, 
ud were willing to manifeſt theirallegiance to their ſovereign ! 


Mr. CHanLes O'NEILII.— The motion may be grateful to 
turioſity, but cannot poſhbly anſwer any uſeful purpoſe. It 
us no ſpecific objeQ in view, and therefore 1 ſhall vote 
want it. 


theſe motions is to in ſiauate an imputation upon two great 
bodies of men; to excite a ſuſpicion of our fellow · ſu' jects. 
Convinced how groundleſs ſuch a charge would be, and con- 
ſinced of the extreme danger of making it, I ſhall vote againſt 


with to know how , generally the oath of allegiance has been 


Mr. Charles 
O'Neill. 


The SECRETARY or STATE. — Then, Sir, the object of The Secre- 


tary of State. 


tis motion. Pamphlets of a very exceptionable nature have 


keen pubhiſhed, and the nation may apprehend that the Houle 
1 proceeding to this inveſtigation in conſequence. Upon this 
round ] alfo object to the motion. I wiſh the buſineſs may not 
te purſued, as it goes to revive matters which every man ſhould 
viſh buried in perpetual oblivion, - 


Mr. Bxowne.—The oath of allegiance is the teſt for them'Mr.Browne, 


bo prove themſelves good ſubjects. 


Mr. Gu 1ye1TH.—Sir, there is not a body of people better 
ffeted than the Roman Catholics. A very ill-judged ſuipi- 
tion has already given them the alarm, and this motion will till 
luther increaſe it. 1 hope from what has fallen from the right 
tonourable gentleman me [Secretary of State] the motion 
Wil de withdrawn, not, I ſhall vote againſt it. = 


The queſtion was then put, and the motion was carried, 


Mr, Ma so x preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a 
bil for granting the ſeveral ſums therein mentioned for certain 


Mr.Griffith, 


Mr. Maſon: 
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public uſes, and for the other purpoſes therein mentioned; 
which was received and read the firſt time. | 


Alſo a bill for directing the application of the funds granted 
by parliament for promoting and carrying on inland navigations 
in this kingdom, and for the purpoſes therein mentioned ; which 
was received and read the firſt time. 8 5 
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Petition of A petition of George Buckton, a priſoner in his Majeſty's 
Buckion, 2391 of Newgate by order of the Houſe, was preſented to he] 
, Houle, and read; ſetting forth, that the petitioner is ſenſibly 
affected with a recolleQion of his miſcondu&t when examined 

before a committee of the Houſe, and is truly forry for the 

fame z that the petitioner's error aroſe from the confuſion he 

was in by the awe he felt in conſequence of being intero- 

gated before ſuch an auguſt aſſembly; that the petitioner has 

2 wife and ſeyen children, the eldeſt of whom is not more 

than nine years of age; and that the only means he has of 
ſupporting them is a {mall place in the revenue, which he will 

probably loſe if he is longer confined, the confequence of 

which would be, that. his unhappy wife and offspring wouid 
experience the greateſt wretchednefs and diſtreſs z and there- 

fore praying to be enlarged, | 


It was ordered, that the ſaid George Buckton be diſcharged, 


Mr. Charles Mr. ChaxLes O' Nei preſented to the Houſe, accord- 

ONeill. ing to order, a bill to regulate the. buying and ſelling of old 

| lead, and to prevent the ſtealing of the ſame 3 which was te- 
ceived and read the firſt time. ., | 


Petition of © A petition of the ſovereign, burgeſſes and principal inhabi- 
the loze- ants of the town of Belfaſt, under their common ſeal, was 
por 3 Preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the peti- 
Af che town tiogers have been informed that a bill was preſented to the 
| ef Belfaſt. Houſe for regulating the magiſtrates of counties, for rendering 
-  ,-++ their ſeſſiqus more frequent, for the appointment of: prongs 
and inferior, peace officers in each county, and for other pur- 

fes therein mentioned ; that it appeaꝶ to the petitioners that 

aid bill is introduced at a time when Any of the members c 

parliament are neceſſarily abſent, attending their duty at the 

aſlizes in their teſpective counnes, and that a bill fo compre- 
henſive in its objects, and involving conſequences of ſuch im- 
pPottance to che nation, requires the moſt ſerious and mature 
"conſideration of parliameſt and of the kingdom at large; tt 
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the petitioners are happy in bearing teſtimony that the peace of 
de province in which they refide is perfectly preſerved, and the 
ws duly executed z and therefore praying that the ſaid bill 
nay be poſtponed, and that ample time may be given for a full 
inveſtigation of the nature and probable effects of the ſame, if 
cried into a law. 


revenue to grant repayments of certain duties on Portugal and 
Spaniſh wines in certain Cafes z which was received and read 
W the firſt time. 


limited time; which was received and read the firſt time. 


utereſt. | | 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole 
Houſe, on the bill for the better execution of the law and 
preſervation of the peace within the counties at large, Mr. 
Beresford in the chair. | 5 | 


nittee was firſt mentioned, its profeſſed object was to render 
the commiſſion of the peace more reſpeQable : accordingly, 
every man Expreſſed his hearty approbation of the idea; but 


ord- nw it appears that its deſign is to render the commiſſion. 


dd bes reſpectable, the very tick clauſe taking away every 
* ualification, ſo that a common vagrant, whom any future 

| d Chancellor may think neceſſary to appoint, may become 
| a juſtice under this bill; and that ſuch a thing is not abſolutely 
abi-WH inprobable may be demonſirated from a ſucceeding clauſe, 
was vhich renders the perſons of juſtices exempt from arreſt while 
peti· utending .quarter-ſeflion. This never would have been intro- 
the duced if it was not intended to introduce alſo bankrupts and 


papers into the commiſſion of the peace. 


* 


erer been an enemy to qualification acts, becauſe wealth was 
by no means the criterion of merit z many men of ſmall for- 
tunes had proved that they poſſeſſed more integrity, honour 
and ability chan they who enjoy the greateſt eſtates ;_ it would 
therefore unwiſe and unjuſt to exclude ſuch men from the 
liznified' office of juſtice, to which, he thought, a reſpectable 


fortune. 


Mr. Maso faid he roſe to make one nnn He had Mr. 


character ſhould always be 2 ſtronger recommendation than a 
. " . "ay | we'd Vie. 5 5. 
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Mr. BEN ESTOoRD preſented to the Houſe, according to or- Mr. Berer- 
der, a bill to empower the commiſſioners of his Majeſty's ford. 


Mr. Low rh preſented to the Houſe, according to order, Mr. Low- 
z bill to prevent the killing and ſelling of lambs for a certain | 


Mr. Jonn Worer ſaid he would oppoſe the bill to his Mr. John 
utmoſl, as he conſidered it highly injurious to the landed Wolle. 


Mr. GzirrtTH.—When the bill now before the com- Mr.Griffith. 


* 
* 


Maſon, 


Mr.Cenolly. Mr. Cox ol L ſaid he was againſt the alteration in the 
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conſtitution. The act of the 24d and the 24th of the pteſent 
King, which it was now intended to repeal, was looked upon 
three or four years ago as an acquiſition; but times, he taid, 
were altered in England as well as Ireland ſince that period. 

He would, he ſaid, give a decided negative to the bill, be- 
cauſe it did not appear that when the preſent magiſtrates were 
removed any new ones would be appointed. The clauſe that 
tpeaks any thing at all about appointing new magiſtrates ſays 
only, it may be expedient to iſſue new commiſſions it may 
be expedient, but how if it may not be expedient ? that is just 
as government may think proper. In another place the bill! 
fays, and if it ſhall be expedient, &c. &c. Surely putting all 
thele together, there is very good cauſe for dou"ting; at any 
rate there is very little reaſon to hope that when the preſent 
commiilion is taken away, the new one, it a new one {hall be 
iſſued, will be as reſpectable. 

He then took notice of that clauſe which enables the lord 
lieutenant, in counties where he ſhall deem it neceſſary, to et 
-appoint a barriſter, to aflift with bis advice the juries at quar- .cer 
ter ſeſſions. This, he ſaid, would encourage the number of...; 
lawyers, and induce young men to entcr into that profeſſion, Mrser 
who would perhaps be otherwiſe better employed. T'o be ſure, M ums 
if but one among them ſhould ſhew the ſame talents and abili-Hie |. 
ties that his rigizt honourable friend [the Attorney General] had d 
done, it might be ſome compenſation to the country for the uni 
loſs of all the reſt ; but that could ſcarcely be hoped, and w_ 
many would be Joſt in the experiment. This, however, was rot 
certain, that young barriſters would attempt to dictate too? | 
Juſtices of the peace; they would perhaps overawe, and un- Th 
doubtedly diſguſt them. By theſe means having driven away beute 
all the reſpectable men, they might, aided by the miniſterial Wit a 
peace officers, have a very injurious effect upon the freedom ver 
ot elections. , theer 

He then proceeded to examine that part of the clauſe which ala 
ſays that the ſub-conſtables ſhall not be paid their ſalaries but Wir: of 
on the certificate of the chief conſtables. This, he thought, Mum 
was making ſtill ſtronger the miniſterial influence apparent ned 
throughout the bill; the chief conſtables were to be appointed Wiz di 
by government, the ſubzconſtables by the grand juries ; but iH poi! 
the ſub-conſtables were to be paid or not paid at the will He 
the chief conſtables, they too might as well be appointed by Whice, 
government. He ſaid that the peace-officers were to all intens Wirbar; 
and purpoſes an army, though in ignite z and there was 4 po! 
ſtronger hold over them in the hand 0 government, than there y n. 
was over real ſoldiers, for there was no law by which the pay) ad th. 
of a real ſoldier could be ſtopped at the will of his officer, but | 


cri he 
aft 
once 
112; 
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we the chief conſtables might at will ſtop the pay of the 
ub conſtables. 
The expence which the vi}! would incur, he conſidered as 
wot leſs than 40, Ol. a year. T hirty-two barriſters, 520 
ef contavies, and 3000 ſub-· conſtables, could not be ſup- 
ortcd at a ſmaller expence 3 but this was exattly conformable _ 
© the plan that the miniſters here and in England had laid 
lay, to ruin the liberties of both countries. It ſeemed as if 
bey deſigned to cruſh to atoms every veſtige of the conſtitution. 


b | . . 
ay Vr. Day (tid he roſe to anſwer the objeQions of the right Mr. Day. 
iſt hnourable member: — And firſt, that gentleman objeRed to 
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ut of that law he was decidedly for retaining, becauſe he 
paceived occaſionality to be at leaſt as ſtrong an objection to 
inagiſtrate as to an clector; every man had heard of eighteen 
«twenty commiſſions of the peace diſpatched by one poſt to 
certain county at the eve of an election of treaſurer. The 
cher part of that law he was as decided for repealing; for he 
wer could admit that wealth and merit were convertible 
ums; Befides, in the ſouthern and weſtern extremities of 
te kingdom, where the current of juſtice is languid, and 
krdly flows at all, there of courſe the magiſtrates are moſt 
ranting, but proteſtant inhabitants of any conſiderable pro- 
erty are very few; the qualification act therefore amounts to 
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111 WW repeal of the qualification act. That law conſiſted of two 

all arts: It provided that no magiſtrate ſhould vote for a county iy 
ny reeſerer within ſix months after his appointment z and it pre- 1 
ent ſribed certain qualifications for Juſtices of peace. The firſt $ 
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was WW: proſcription of all magiſtracy from thoſe diſtricts where it is 
toß ot neceſſary to 2 ſuſpenſion of all juſtice and law. 5 
un- The next objection was to the clauſe empowering the lord 
way 


Ievtenant and council to divide the counties into diſtricts, 
nd appoint a principal peace- officer to each diſtrict, and em- 
pwering the grand juries to multiply the inferior peace- 
bcers z but this was ſo far from being an exceptionable 
ulation, that in the part of the country he knew beſt, it 
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dom 


zhich 


s but Ws of all others the moſt indiſpenſably neceſſary ; it was in 
ght, ruh but the eſtabliſhment in this kingdom of what had ob- 
w_ lined in England ever ſince the days of Alfred, who divided 
inte 


Is diſtra ded realm into counties, hundreds and townſhips, 
pointing ſheriffs, high-conſtables and pet: y-conſtables to the 
peftive diviſions; and by this admirable ſyſtem of general {+ 
pice, he reclaimed his kingdom from a ſtate of the moſt ſavage 
kariſm, to a degree of unparalleled civilization. This coun=- 

I poſſeſſes the ſame conſtitution and laws with England, and 

My not the ſame effects? Becauſe we have no peace- officers, 

d they ſwarm in England. One only reſource was in the 


but 1 
ill o 
d by 
1tents 
yas 4 
there 
e pay 
I, but 


. 


Mr.Conolly. 
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military, and he embraced this meaſure as a ſubſtitution of ; 
ctvil polite for our military one, 

Gentlemen talked with much indignation of the army o 
conſtables—he faw nothing formidable in it but the expence 
and lamented the inſufficiency of the country to an effectus 
civil eſtabliſhment. The ability of the country ſhould alone 
be the meaſure and boundary of our civil force a body of me 
appointed by ourſelves, revokable by ourſelves—paid, armed 
commanded and puniſhed only by ourſelves, could he formi 
dable to ſedition and tumult alone. Were this army, indeed 
arrayed in ſcarlet, ſubjet to military laws, and to office 
whoſe exiſtence depended upon the breath and nod of thd 
crown, it might poſſibly give leſs offence to ſome gentlemen 
The right honourable member [Mr. Conolly] to whom thi 
country is indebted for the augmentation of our army in 
time of profound peace, acts with perfect canliſtency in op 
poßing this eſtabliſhment of a civil force; he who oppoſed thi 
recovery of our conſtitution, acts with perfect conſiſtency it 
reſiſting a meaſure calculated to give vigour and operation t( 
that conſtitution. 

He then went into the ſtatutes of Edward III. and Henry 
which created juſtices of the peace and regulated the genera 
felflions, and he ſaid that the bill was little more than a reviva 
and declaration of the old law. Thoĩe ſtatutes too directe 
that men learned in the law ſhould be aſſociated wich the wiſe 
and moſt worthy in every county, He reprobated with muc 
warmth certain inſinuations glanced at barrifters, an order « 
men the moſt enlightened and liberal in the community, a 
declared he knew no gentleman who could have juſt preten 
fions to the office of aſſociate lawyer who would not be dif 
graced, and not honoured by the ſociety of half the preſe 

magiſtrates; and upon the whole this bill, which but remove 
the duſt under which ſome of our beſt ſtatutes lay overwhelm 


ed, and a meaſure indiſpenſably neceſſary in the South, ſboul¶ lit 6 
have his hearty ſupport. ; ple of 

Mr. CenoLLy ſaid he was proud of having been the mor en 
of the augmentation of the army z he wiſhed to inforce peac fentle 
and obedience by. the power of an army, but not an army ! op! 
diſguiſe. — 

Mr. Bus nx ſaid that the debates on this ſubject were thc. 
moſt extraordinary he had ever been preſent at. The principle, n 
arguments had been ditected againſt the blanks of ube bil wich 
The words of the paragraph which had been principally cem parle 
fured are, That the grand juries may from time to tin would 
appoint blank proper perſons to ſerve as ſub-conſtables,” " 


this maſked army, this military force at the diſpoſal of th | 
crown, which is to deſtroy the conſtitution, confills of am 
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number of Slant conſtables which the country gentlemen are 
temſelves to chuſe and command. The other objettions, 
ſa he, are to matters which we may eaſily amend, and many 
of them to matters which are not in the bill at all. The effect 
ofthe whole bill depends on the co-operation of the landed gen- 
emen. The chief conſtables, thoſe horrid tyrants whom you 
yourſelves are to command and to ſend to gaol—that monſter 


ed in magiſtracy, the profeſſional juſtice, who is to know his duty, 
mina never to neglect it can do nothing if you do not co-operate 
ed ich them — Vour's are the warrants and orders which are to be 
ce obeyed - yo are to form that quorum of which the lawyer 


nakes but one member, Let me aſk country gentlemen one 
nen lain queſtion How can that bill be unconſtitutional or dan- 
zerous the operation of which 15 to depend upon yourſelves ? 
As a gentleman of the ſouth of Ireland, he thanked the At- 
rney General for producing a bill likely to give his neigh- 
tours that peace and protection which they had a right to claim 
y i fon government, and which was one of the firſt obje &s of the 
n cial compact. For twenty years the magiſtrates of the coun- 
ty where he reſided had lived in a ſtate of exertion inconſiſtent 
vith the fortunes of ſome, the buſineſs of others, and the eaſe 
nere ind comfort of them all. He could not ſay they had enjoyed 
vival perfect peace until within the laſt five months, and that they 
eel id ſo now was owing to their having anticipated this bill. 
wiſe They had done what this bill was to do for them, and what it 
much va not reaſonable they ſhould do continually of themſelves 2 
der q They had increaſed the ſcanty pay of ſome of their conſtables 
„ an voluntary ſubſcription, and they had been obliged to increaſe 
retenſi beit force by an addition not the moſt conſtitutional- by a 
e 0:08 top of light horſe. —The quarter-ſeſſions had not been uſually 
rele vel! attended, nor could he expect they would be without the 
move dition to them which this bill propoſed : they were highly 
helm wcefſary to the peace of the country. In the beginning of the 
ſhout ſummer, there was a ſpirit of ferocity in the common peo- 
le of the barony of Gowran, which is the uſual forerunner of 
mord general ſedition. This awakened the attention of the countr 

| pea ratlemen, a quarter-ſeſſions was for once well attended, the 
rmy 8 -ople were made to feel the energy of the laws, and the exer- 
| ion of the magiſtrates z and this he thought to be a principal 
auſe that when (in a ſhort time afterwards) there were diſtur- 
ere [laces every where about it, in the barony of Gowran there 
r10C na no inſurrection. He hoped there were parts of the kingdom 
which did not want this bill. Where he lived, he believed 
ly cc tatlemen would be grateful for it; for it was neceſſary, and 
to um sould be effectual. | . | 


| of chil Mir. Moon delired an explanation of the wording of the Mr. Moore. 
$ of M ramble of the bill, Why were the terms, it may be ex- 


464 PARLIAMENTARY [Ari 5, 


pedient to iſſue new commiſſions,“ uſed ?—Was it not deter- 
mined to iſſue them ? | 


The Attor= The ArTorney GeNnenat ſaid it would be highly inde- 

ney General. [icate to paſs an act obliging, by expreſs words, the Lord Chan. 
cellor to recall the preſent commiſſion of the peace, and to iſſue 
another; but it was very probable that when the opinion of 
parliament ſhould be known to his lordſhip on that ſubject, he 
would recall the preſent, and iſſue a new one, for which event 
this part of the act provided, As to what had been faid rela- 
tive to the qualification law, he could not conceive that it had 
any weight; he was certain that that law never had arſwereg B 
any good purpoſe 3 on the Contrary, he knew from experience, 
that it had kept many deſerving men out of the commiliion of 
the peace. : 


Mr.Stewart, Mr. Srrwan r ſaid he entertained ſentiments on this point 
very different from the right honourable gentleman ;z he would 
rather ſee the qualification increaſed than taken away, He 
thought that admitting men to be juſtices who d d not poſſets 

even the ſmall property now required, would be degrading to 
the commithon. „ 


Mr. Forbes. Mr. Fox Es faid that when he conſidered that any thing 
which proceeded from the ſide of the Houſe on which he ſa, 
could be attended with very little effect, be rofe with great 
zeluQance ; and nothing ſhould have induced him to ſay one 
word on the ſubject then under conſideration, but that he con- 
fidered that he acted in diſcharge of his duty, by ſtating his ob- 
zeQions to the bill, and entering his proteſt againſt it, as a 
dangerous and ruinous meaſure, if paſſed into a law in its pre- 
ſent torm. The right honourable member who introduced the 
bill, had ſtated that the object of it was a reform of the magil- 
tracy, by rendering the office of juſtices of peace more efficient 
but that object could never be attained by making thoſe juices 
leſs reſpeQtable. If the firſt clauſe of the biil, which repealed 
the act requiring that every juſtice ſhould be poſſeſſcd of a 
landed property: to a certain amount, was ſuffered to paſs into 
a law, no perſon could deny that the magiſtracy would be ren- 
dered leſs reſpectable; therefore that clauſe ought to be en- 
punged, as counteracting che object, and militating againſt the 
principle of the bill. | 

He then ſtated that the qualification-a@ reſpecting juſtices, 
was founded en three acts of pailiament paſſed in England 
one ſo early as the reign of Henry VI. the experience of centu- 
ries in England, had proved the neceſſity and utility of ſuch 2 
meaſure; and from a peruſal of the different acts in the ſtatute 
book of England, reſpeding the qualification of magiſtrates and 
ſherifls, gentlemen muſt diſcoyer that the principle on which 
they were founded was ſuch, that every man muſt feel and ac- 


1787.1 v „ n 455 


knowledge the force and the truth of it, He then ſtated the 
reaſon aſſigned in the acts to which he alluded, for requiring 
qualification of 8 1 z namely, that the perſons appoint- 
ed to theſe offices might have lands ſufficient to anſwer the 
king and his people, in cafe any man complain againſt them: 
He afked why the 5 of Ireland ſhould not enjoy the ſame 
ſecurity againſt the abuſe of office, and the invaſion of theit 
liberty and property, as the inhabitants of Great Britain ; and 
concluded with ſuggeſting an amendment which might obviate 
the objections z that inſtead of creating a new officer; a chief 
conſtable, the preſent high conftables of baronies ſhould be rei- 
dered more efficient and reſponſible z that they ſhould be ap- 
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1 ginted by the grand juries, but be permanent officers, re- 
moveable only for miſbehaviout by the grand jury, with the 
approbation of the judge of aſſize; that they ſhould have com- 

nt petent falaries paid them by the grand juries ; and in large ba- 

ld ronies, that there ſhould be two high conſtables, one to each 

1 diviſion; alſo that the ſab-conſtables ſhould be enereaſed in 

els 


number, and have an addition of ſalary. This would be an 
t0 improvement, without creating an alarming innovation in the 
form of the police of the county. | 


ng Sir FRancis HuTcuzx80n objected to the clauſe, as be- Sir Francis 
a ing an infringement of that part of the Engliſh conſtitution which Huichinſon. 
eat we had acquired in 1784. | 

One He ſaid; it was not a likely means of procuring reſpe& for 

os that office, to veſt an unlimited power in the crown, of con- 

ob- etring it on the meaneſt of the people. oo: 

8 A That the preamble of the qualification act, which paſſed in 

pre- the 18th of Henry VL recites, that the deputing to hat office 

ae men of finall behaviour, by whom the people would not be 

— werned, and who, from their neceſſity, do great extortion 


and oppreſſion, produced great inconveniencies; and therefore 
| it enaQts, that 20l. a year, in land, be the qualification requiſite 
aled . | ME 4 

| lor a juſtice. 


rs He ſaid that was a fum of greater value in thoſe days, than 
into . | b ; 
. z00l. per annum is now ; and that, conformably to that idea, 


the Engliſh Houſe of Commons had, in the 5th of George II. 
* without a diviſion, paſſed a bill, which required for the 
- qualification of juſtices, an eſtate in land of 2001. a year, either 
bechold, or by a leaſe of ſixty years That Mr. Sandys, and 
other eminent patriots of that day, conducted that bill, and 
that qualification would haye then become the legal one, bad 
not the Houſe of Lords reduced it to one hundred a year, and 
teduced the term 2 requiſite; if a leaſehold, to twenty= 
one. He ſaid he had expected in a bill, profeſſedly introduced \ 
for the purpoſe of procuring teſpect to magiſtracy, to have 
found rather a clauſe for doubling the eſtate , qualification, 
Vor. VIE | G g e ett 
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than a clauſe for repealing that ſmall qualification which had 


Mr. Dennis 
Laly. 


been ſo lately borrowed from the Engliſh conſtitution, 


Mr. De N NIS DA v laid notwithſtanding he wiſhed to receive 
every information, yet he muſt obſerve, that was the commit- 


tee to go on debating the whole bill upon each particular clauſe, 


gentlemen ſupporting the bill, in order to render it effeQual ; 


it would be impoſſible ever to get through it; he admitted, 


therefore, what had been ſaid of the neceſſity of country 


and fo much did he value their ſupport, that he was ready to 


concede every thing, not abſolutely eſſential, in order to ob- 
tain it. The preamble, however, was not a matter for them to 
infiſt upon—it was not a queſtion whether the loweſt of man- 


kind would be admitted into the commiſſion of the peace, but 


whether the Chancellor ſhould be tied by an unneceſſary reſtric- 
tion from conferring that office on deſerving perſons, when 
others, though well qualified by fortune, have deſerted their 
He very much doubted whether the act of the 23d and 24th 


of the King had ever had any good effect in the county where 


Sir Thomas 
Oſborne. 


he reſided; it certainly had not. In that county ſome of the 
moſt improper perſons had under it got into the commiſſion; 
the repeal of it, therefore, could not be very material, and if 


1624 gentlemen on the other fide of the Houſe were really diſpoſed 


to concede any thing, it might ſurely be' fo fmall- a matter as 
this. _— TT" ts "+4 3 2 - 87 2 | 

Sir THOMAS OSBORNE ſaid, it is the misfortune of part of 
this country to labour under a want of that influence which the 
manner and example of the higheft claſs of men ought to have 
upon their inferiors, but which, unhappily, cannot take effect 


there, as the higheſt claſs are moſtly abſentees. To remedy 


likely to produce peace and good order than thoſe which ay 


the defect, recourſe muſt be had to laws, and no laws are more 


1 
heavy pecuniary fine on the diſtricts where outrage and diſtur- 
bance.exitt. The eſtabliſment of peace-officers would, beſides 


the energy the laws would thence derive, have the effect of a 


ſine on thoſe counties where they ſhould. be judged neceſſary, 
by the expence; it therefore behoved gentlemen, who were 
averſe to the bill, to keep their counties quiet, ſo. as to render 
it unneceſſaty to extend its g 1 her a arial 
The bill, he thovght, deſerved p 

its moderation did honour to the We” nl pa principles of its 
"mover, and proved his regard to the country; for there never 
vas a more favourable opportunity for introducing any arbitrary 
meaſure, than when the pertons of the higheſt condition in the 
ſtate repreſent to government, who are ſtrangers here, that the 
people are of an untractable and ſavage nature; ſuch milrepre- 
lentation would invite an arbitrary law, How praiſe-wotth), 


e ' 


arliamentary adoption; 


obvious. 


17187.] DO Sa E308 - 


then, how deſerving of thanks and confidence was the rizht 
honourable gentleman who, under ſuch circumſtances, had 
formed his bill upon the pureſt principles of the conſtitution !. 


Mr. NeviLLlE highly approved of the bill: The neceſſity 
of purging away from the magiſtracy a number of very im- 
proper perſons that had been impoſed on the Chancellor, was 
| As to the qualification law, he thought it of no 
uſe; it had not excluded bad men from the commiſſion of the 
peace, though in many inſtances it had excluded very worthy 
men, He was as well convinced that merit was not always 
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Mr. Neville. 


the companion of wealth, as he was that many men of ſmall 


fortune were by their principles and abilities qualified to enjoy 
the higheſt truſt. Upon the whole, he gave his hearty conſent 
to the bill, which he believed would be produQtive of the very 
beſt conſequences to this country. | 


Mr. Ta Exc ſaid a qualification clauſe was deſirable ; the 
former bill had been ineffeQtual, but was only in force ſince 
1584. There ſeemed no reſtraint to prevent abuſe by improper 
recommendation ; if it ſhould be repeated, independent gen- 
lemen could not aſſociate with ſuch magiſtrates; perhaps it 
night anſwer to allow adminiſtration to diſpenſe with qualifica- 
tion for a certain number on emergency. He ſaid, he con- 
idered the riot-aCt as an advantage, and as ſuch wiſhed the 
country where he reſided to benefit by it: the preſent arrange- 
ment was calculated for thoſe counties where (from inattention 
of magiſtrates) it ſeemed neceſſary. He conſidered it as 2 
jult mul& or puniſhment for negligence. He agreed with Mr. 
Conolly, that if people. wiſhed to job, they might pretend diſ- 
turbances to get appointments in the counties, but hoped gen- 
emen would give an annual account to parliament of the con- 
duct of their reſpective magiſtracy, and had ſuch an opinion 
0 the county where he reſided, that he was convinced ſuch ap- 
pointments there would never take place. 


Mr. Gx aTTAaNn.—The paragraph under your conſideration, 
does not appear of great conſequence; the repealing the qua- 
lhcation act, which has no good effect, can have no very bad 
conſequences. The law you are to repeal is not worth the diſ- 
pute, for it was proved to be wholly inadequate to the pur- 
pole of ' ſecuring to you a proper magiſtracy. As to the 
bill itſelf, it may be divided into two parts—the part which 
Klates to conſtables, and the part which relates to the coun- 
al, As to ſub-conſtables, and a better appointment of them, 
ve muſt all be agreed, the idea is neceſſary, not for the pur- 
pole of changing the law, but for the moſt diſtant proſpe& 
ak giving the law operation. As to head conſtables, and their 
ppointment_by the crown, N ſome modification may be 


- - 


Mr, Trench. 


Mr.Grattang 
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-deviſed to make them more dependant on the country penthe. 


men, and give the latter interference in their appointment, ot 
ſome further check over them. | — 

The ſecond patt of the bill is the appointment of aſſiſtart 
; counſel, and here I am clear, (if the appointment takes place 
—— at all) that the aſſiſtant counſel ſhould not be capable of ſitting 

in parliament. h | 

Se Franci® Fir Prawcers HUTCH 1NSON replied, that as that act h 
Hutchinſon. 0 retroſpeQ, it had not as yet had ow to operate much, = | 
now when we might expect new commithons of juſtices, ver 
ſalutary effects might be expected from that act if not repealed 
by this bill. | 7 | | 
Mr. Orde. Mr. Oa pr ſaid he was ſure he expreſſed the ſentiments 5 
every gentleman who fat near him, and he hoped ot the Houſe 
when he thanked the right honourable member for the man 
and candid way in which he had taken up the bill; be aſſutet 


” 
* 


him that from the general opimon entertained of his talents ane 
integrity, there was the urmoſt willingneſs to concede what 7 
ever might be thought neceſſary in order to come to an unani | 

mous determination. EEE | | 

In making one or two obſervations on what was faid, h 1 
would follow the right honourable. gentleman's example, and 0 
be extremely conciſe. ; 5 
Ie bad been (aſd, that the bill did not poſitively dirett tl * 
Lord Chaneellor to iſſue a new commiſſion : this he was read M 
to admit z but at the ſame time he took it for granted, that ib paſs 
expreſſed ſenſe of the Houſe of Commons would have ax greif un 
-an effect with that noble lord, as if the lefs delicate mode of M 
- poſitive direction had been purſued. 1 be a 
As to appointing che principal gentlemen of the countr op 
Juſtices of the peace, there could be no reaſon for a departui l 1; 
"from łhat practice, except in caſes of abſolute necellity, 2 T 
then the perſons to be appointed ſhould be perſons of te - 1 
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might occur again. | | . 
Mc.Browne. Mr. B ow. (of the College) wiſhed that the qualifeatioif ger 
ſhould not be done away entirely, but that the Chancelle 1 th 
mould have e of appoĩnting one or two perſons i 15 
Each ebunty, juſtices, without tequiring the legal-qualrhci 1 
tion, which would provide for the eaſe of-qualified-magiſtraighy M 
-megjeCting' to act. Juſtices of the e, he ſaſd, wei The 
autſenlly elected by the people, and afterwards by the crown dea c 
bo had, by a trick, got the power hs into the the w 
WN band ; to prevent à wanton: uſe of that power, by U South 
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ypointment of improper perſons, qualifications had been in- 
ſited on, which ſhould not be raſbly departed from. 


The ATTORNEY GENERAL ſaid he denied Mr. Browne's The Attor- 
tatement. ney General. 


Mr. BR owe ſaid, to aſſertion in that Houſe aſſertion muſt Mr. Browne. 
de oppoſed upon ſuch a ſubject, it not being poſſible to go 
home to fetch authorities. He maintained his poſition. No 
reaſon can extend to make the office of conſtable and juſtice 
ncompatible, which would not go to make the offices of ſhe- 
if and juſtices incompatible z yet it had been found neceſſary 
jo make an expreſs aQ of parliament to prevent a ſheriff from 
being a juſtice, Why then ſhould not ſuch an act be requiſite 
o diſqualify a conſtable from being ſo. No ſuch act had been 
made, becauſe no ſuch practice has ever taken place, but it 
by no means follows, that ſuch a union of the offices of con- 
ſable and juſtice were illegal to common law, or are fo now. 


The Houſe then divided on the clauſe, 
Ayes — 111 Noes „„ 
The committee then proceeded through the bill, 


On the clauſe for dividing the counties into diſtricts, conſiſt- 
ag of baronies and half baronies, 


Mr, Jon ON ILL faid he could not ſuffer the clauſe to Mr. John 
paſs without obfervatian, as it was the foundation on which the O'Neill. 
wmber of the conſtables to be appointed muſt reſt, 


Mr. GxaTTay ſaid he could not conceive that there could Mr. Grattan. 
be any objection to the clauſe z perhaps indeed it might be 
oper to limit the number of diſtris—ſuppoſe not to exceed 
is in each county. 


The ArToxney GENERAL explained that it was not ine The Attor- 
tended to have fo many as fix, '* ney Generals 


Mr. Ox De ſaid the higheſt average number would ſcarcely Mr. Orde. 
amount to four diſtricts in each county; many counties he hop- 
ed would not require the regulation z and when it was con- 
idered that was to be appointed to take place by a ſolemn a& 
of the lord lieutenant and privy council, in ſuch counties as 
they ſhould judge to be in need of it, he hoped it would not 
be ſuppoſed they would ever carry it too far. Fg» OM 


Major Hos AN r ſaid he roſe to make a ſhort obſervation. — Mejer Ho- 


The riots of laft ſummer had been confined to the South; the bart. 
idea of their locality, however, had not been atrended to, but | 
the whole kingdom had been involved in diſgrace which the ; 
South only ſhould have incurred. The bill then would have a 
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moſt ſalutary effect, for perſons who were now afraid to lay 
out any part of their property in this country, when they ſee 
there is a law ſufficiently ſtrong to maintain the peace, will 
drop their apprehenſions. If the benefit of the law vras to be 
confined to the South only, it would be conferring a kindneſs 
on people that had not very well deſerved it. Government 
had ſaid, and he believed it, that they did not mean to extend 
the regulations of the act univerſally ; but he would wiſh all 
men to know, that there is in this country a law ſufficient to 
maintain the public peace, and which government may extend 
. to any county where diſturbance ſhall ariſe. 


The Secre- The SecRETARY OF STATE obſerved that grand juries 
taryot State. had now the power of appointing ſub-conſtables, which had 
8 now become uſeleſs, except in three or four counties; that 
therefore the power of appointing chief conſtables ought not to 

be delegated to grand juries, but ſhould be placed in the hands 

of government, which might render the whole body of ſub. 
conſtables uſeful by placing effective officers over them, to 

enforce the performance of their duty; that the power of the 

ſword belonged to the crown, and giving any portion of that 

, power to the ſubject ought to be received as a conceſſion. In 

the preſent inſtance, the power would be divided the 

raiſing, paying and arming the civil power of the diſtrid 

would be veſted in the grand inqueſt of the county, the 
appointment of the perſons who, under the direQion and 

-controul of the magiſtrates, were to lead and conduct 

them, was reſerved to the crown. . He. compared it to the 

army, the exiſtence, duration and pay of which, in time of 

peace, depended on the two Houſes of Parliament, but the 
command and the appointment of officers was in the crown, 

Ne objected to the bills expreſſing the counties in which this 

Civil force was to be raiſed, or the number of diſtricts to be 
appointed, as both muſt be governed by the ſtate of the king- 

dom at the time of the arrangement, and in all ſuch ſtates, 

_ », whenever civil commotions could not be ſubdued by the ordi- 


nary civil power, extraordinary powers, but of a ſhort duta- x 
tion, were veſted in the chief magiſtrate; and thoſe given by 1 
the preſent bill were limited in duration, were conformable to i 


the principles of the conſtitution, and were to be exerciſed in 4 
concurrence with grand juries, and under the direction of jul- did 
fices of the peace. 


The Attor- The ATTOrRNey GENERAL ſaid he hoped to have ſeen — 
sey General. gentlemen, who ſo loudly declaimed againſt the preſent bill as 1 
ol an innovation on the conſtitution, come forward and ſuppott Wl , 
tbeir aſſertion with ſomething like reaſon or argument; but they J. 
had thought proper to blink the queſtion in ſilence; however, | 
be would himſelf ſay, that it was an innovation on the conlti- “ 
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tution of Ireland, for it gave to Ireland the old conſtitution of 
England, which ſhe never had before. He would tell thoſe 
gentlemen, that it revived the antient Saxon government, as far 
as it was poſſible. He would tell them that thoſe ſoldiers in diſ- 
guiſe, thoſe conſtables, that by ſtrengthening the civil-magi- 
ſtrate were to enſlave the country, were executive officers 


q 


known to the common law, and recognized in the great charter, 


which if they had never yet done it, he adviſed thoſe gentle- 
men now to conſult.—Here he repeated from the great charter, 
and alſo from the ſtatute of Wincheſter, the antient mode of 


appointing conſtables for hundreds and for tithings, which were, 


he ſaid, perfectly fimilar to the regulations of the preſent bill. 
He ſaid the conſtable was as much an officer of the juſtice of 
Peace, as the ſheriff is of the court of King's Bench; and 
when the loud advocates for liberty call conſtables ſoldie s in 
diſguiſe, they ſhew that they know nothing of the conftitucion, 
and only talk nonſenſe. He defied them to come forward and 
argue the point—he ſet their whole ſtock of ſagacity at defi- 
ance—if they would not accept the challenge, he expected for 
the future they would be ſilent on a ſubject they now confeſſed 
they did not underſtand. | SE, | . 

We have ſeen, ſaid he, tumults that have diſgraced the 
country, and we have endeavoured to ſuppreſs them by laws 
adapted to our conſtitution and conſiſtent with liberty, We 
have not attempted to remedy tumult by legiſlative acts which 
outrage juſtice—I allude- to the abominable execrated act, 


which deprived five counties in the North of this kingdom of 


the benefit of the great charter, But I am not ſurprized to hear 
the authors of that act call this unconſtitutional ; for he muſt 
be utterly ignorant, or utterly regardleſs of the conſtitution, 
that could have propoſed the act which I have mentioned. 

He ſaid, he could not help refuting one objection that had 
been raiſed againſt the bill that under it a conſtable might be 
2 juſtice of peace, or a juſtice a conſtable. This, he ſaid, was 
utterly impotſible z the objector might as well have ſuppoſed 
that the Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench might act as ſheriff of 
Dublin, If any juſtice ſhould preſume to act as conſtable, the 
King's Bench would moſt undoubtedly attach him. 


Mr. Jon O'Neritt—1I ſnould not riſe at the preſent time, Mr. 
ad ] not deem myſelf perſonally called upon by the laſt right O'Neill. 


honourable gentleman, from a repetition of words which I de- 
livered on a former occaſion. 1 did aſſert, Sir, that the bill 
was calculated to create ſuch a f,rce as would be ſufficient to 
orerawe the ſpirits of the people; I now repeat, and will ſtand * 
by that aſſertion. 9 9 hl 7 - A Lk 

The polite and learned ſpeech which the right honourable 


gentleman has addreſſed to this fide of the Houſe, I am forced 
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to take entirely to myſelf; and I ſhall give him the beſt anſwer 
Jam able. Sir, I am free to confeſs my admiration of the in- 
genious and elaborate lecture which the gentleman has been 
at the trouble of giving the Houſe, relative to the appointment 
of conſtables, magiſtrates, ſheriffs, &c. &c. I acknowledge 
I have not heard a more edifying lecture ſince firſt at the uni- 
verſity z my ideas upon the ſubject were formed from the ſen- 
timents of Sir William Blackſtone, whom I atrenged for the 
purpoſe, It is however, a long time fince, and if any inac- 
curacy has eſcaped me, I hope it is excuſeable, as I am 
78 accuſtomed to tread in the beaten path of the profeſſion of 
law. 
F The right honourable gentleman has aſſerted, with an air of 
triumph, that he waited with impatience to hear ſome great 
ſpeeches from this fide of the Houle on the ſubject, but he way 
diſappointed, by gentlemen being 4 to blink the queſtion 
in filence,” for thele were the words he thought proper to uſe 
on the occafion. Permit me, Sir, to inform that right ho- 
noutable gentleman, that if gentlemen on this fide of the Houſe 
were filent, it proceeded not from a want of capability to ſpeak, 
or om a deficiency of information upon the ſubject. They 
only waited for the ſeaſonable time, and J, Sir, for one, will 
affure him that ſo far from blinking the queſtion, as he is pleaſed 
to ſtile it, will cauſe it to thunder in his ears. | 
The right honourable gentleman has reprobated an act of 
parliamem, which at the time I promoted, I was not the oily 
perſon concerned in framing it. But as the right honouradle 
gentleman has eondeſcended to give me information, ſuffer. me 
ia returt to forhiſh him with a little. As a great lawyer, and 
as à parliamentary ſpeaker, it is incumbent on him to conſult 
the journals of che Houſe of Commons. It would ſeem to me 


as if he had not; for if he had he muſt have found that the aQ 


be fo violently condeinns, paſſed in a parliament that thought 
icfetf at leaſt as reſpeable as the preſent—that petition upon 
petition had been received, calling for it that there was no 
precipitancy, but that the Houſe ſat in committee from day to 
day upon it—that it was grounded upon faurteen or fifteen re- 
ſolutiòns of the Houfe— that it was re- committed, not from 
any objection to its principle, for no fuch objection had been 
made, but from applications having been ſeverally received 
from three more different counties, praying that they might be 
included in the act, in order that its adyantageg might be ex · 
tended to them. I fay, Sir, chat the man who after all this 
ſolemaity and deliberation of patliawent artaigns the ad, ar- 


raigns not the moyer only, but the parliament who paſſed it, 


and to them preſumes to apply the of ignorant, or regard- 
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This act, however, has expired, and is no more. But as the 
ficht honourable gentleman has thought neceſſary to remind me 
of an act of parliamemt in which J was concerned, I hope to be 
allowed the tame liberty with him, I will remind him of fe- 
reral acts of parliament of his own framing, and then. perhaps 
the agitating of thoſe matters will not redound much to his 
2dyantage. EEE | 

| remember, Sir, his bringing forward a bill for ſecuring the 
liberty of the prefs—a bill which deprived the ſabjeC of his 
bicth-right, a trial by jury, and veſted in the magiſtrate. the 
executive and judicial powers | making him at once the judge 
who was to preſide, the jury to deliberate, and the executi- 
ener who was to puniſh, Perhaps this bill deſerves reprobati- 
gn as much as that which he has ſelected to artaign. 

| remember, Sir, his purſuing a meaſure which was not ſa 
zery conſtitutional, which met with the loud and univerſal _ 
condemnation of all ranks of men—of lawyers as reſpeQable 
z the right honourable gentleman himſelf—which alſo depriv- 
ed the ſubjeC of his bicth-right, trial by jury—l1 mean his pro- 
ſecution by attachment. | 

| remember, Sir, his bringing in a police-bill, highly ex- 
ceptionable, and the ſubje& of univerſal cenſure. 

| remember, Sir, his bringing in a meaſure, which would 
prove any man either ignorant or regardleſs of the conſtituti- 
on—which would have driven two-thirds of the people to def-. - 
pair, madneſs, and rebellion; I mean his bill to prevent w- 
tiultuous riſings, as it at firſt ſtood, enjoining the proſtration of 
the houſes of religious worſhip, : 

Thefe, Sir, are the acts of a conſtitutional lawyer, and ſome 
of them the living difgraces of your ſtatute books — 

The right hononrable gentleman has uſed very 1 | 
nd in my opinion very unparliamentary language, when he 
in bis. dictatorial tone talks of ignorance of the conſtitution 
and] hope Iſhall hear no more of it. I beg leave{to tell that right - 
honourable gentleman that he ſhall hear more of it; and I hope 
language of this fort will rouſe country gentlemen to an exer- 
tion of cheir abilities, and to deliver their opinions upon every 
great occaſion, in their own bold and plain manner, regardleſs 
of poliſked periods and regular elocution. But, dir, I ſhould not 
take up ſo much time of the committee on a ſubject that relates 
to mylelf, were it not that it leads to an obſervation upon a prin- 
ple which I think ſhould apply to the feelings of every gentle- 
man about me. It is, Sir, relative to the political treatment 
offered invariably to gentlemen on this, from the other ſide of 
the Houſe, Sir, it is afual to diſplay a ſpirit of ex ultation oa 
the ill ſucceſs of ta ſutes propoſed by gentlemen near me, on 
the defeat of any attempt they may maxe for the advantage of ' 
the kingdom. I eſteem it a kind of attempt to run down coun- 
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try gentlemen, who are not in the trained habits of elocution, 
It is a dangerous attempt.---T warn tliem to deſiſt from the 
purſuit of it—If not, it is incumbent on gentlemen on this 
tide of the Houſe to exert themſelves, I pledge myſelf for one 
to do ſo; and perhaps as ſound arguments, as convincive rea- 
ſoning, and as mach if not more real ability will be found on 
it, as on the other, though gentlemen are not in the hacknied 
habit of elocution, or have acquired practical mechanical modes 
of ſpeaking. „„ | 
I confider the conduct of the right honourable gentleman a 
partial attack upon the freedom of debate; ſomething like that 
made ſome nights ago upon an honourable and moſt reſpectable 
friend of mine, [Mr. Stewart of Killymoon,] but for that an 
apology has been made, and I thall therefore ſay nothing on it. 
But I cannot ſufficiently condemn the ptadlice, as the inten- 
tion is to confound country gentlemen, and though they have 
not yet placed their hands upon gentlemen's mouths, yet the 
praQtice is to impreſs them with a diffidence of themſelves, and 
by thus muzzling them, procure filence that will make all ar- 
ument appear as coming from the other ſide of the Flouſe.— 
his is inſufferable, but particularly ſo when we reflect that 
it is ſhortly to be ſtrengthened by thirty-two additional lawyers 
. under the right honourable gentleman's preſent bill. 
I adviſe adminiſtration not to purſue the ſame ſyſtem in par- 
liament with the gentlemen of this country, as Great Britain 
has purſued with America. She firſt deſpiſed her weakneſs— 


* 
* 


ſhe then rouſed her to fight, and in the end TAUGHT HER TO a 
CONQUER, | | x | 7 

The Attor- The Ar TroRN EY GENERAL got up and made an apology 5 
neyGeneral. to the right honourable gentleman, aſſured him he had only 5 
applied to his arguments, and not to him perſonally : — He bs 

ſaid that no member of that Houſe could ever think of ventur- - 

ing to attempt to ſtop country gentlemen from delivering their 4 

opinion on every ſubjie ct. by 

\ Mr.Conolly,” Mr. ConoLLy ſaid, that a country gentleman might be 

forgiven for talking conſtitutional. nonſenſe through anxiety to fi 

ſerve bis country, but that when he heard a gentleman, at the 8 

head of the profeſſion of the law, aſſert what was not the fact, be 

he had need of ſome apology indeed. Now the right honoura- hi 

ble gentleman had aſſerted, that by giving us this bill he was e: 

giving us the law. of Great Britain that might have been the 01 

caſe in the time of the Saxons, but would that gentleman al- pl 

ſert that high conſtables were named and paid by government, ci 

in Great Britain, and the ſub-conftables depending upon them? ar 

No. They were not appointed or paid by government, and de 

he challenged him to confute this aſſertion. He never thought, th 


aſtet what had paſſed from the right honourable gentleman upon or 


— 
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a former occaſion, he ſhould ever ſee the riot act, for which 
he was then induced to vote, executed by paid juſtices. 
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Majo DoE faid he would, not enter into the bill a: 51 JorDogte. 
large, nor make any comment upon the indecent. precipitation 
with which a meaſure of ſuch acknowledged importance had 
been hurried forward, at a time when more than half the mem- 
bers were abſent at their reſpective aſſizes, following up the 
very principle upon which this bill was ſaid to be founded, 
namely, the enforcing the execution of the laws by their at- 
tendance as magiſtrates and jurors in their ſeveral counties— 
he would confine himſelf entirely to the clauſes as they came 
before the committee. With reſpect to the preſent one it 
gave a power to the chief governor of ſub-dividing the coun- 
try into new geographical diſtinctions or diſtricts, with certain 
oficers to eack—He wiſhed to know whether this was to be 
general throughout the kingdom, or whether it was to be con- 
fined to thoſe counties faid to have been diſturbed, He ſaid 
if the good purpoſes propoſed in the title of the bill were to be 
derived from it, its operation could not be too extenſive z he 
d.d not quarrel with the word police, which only meant good 
gorernment, but he called on the right honourable ſecretary to 
come forward, in the open manly and fair manner which be- 
came his ſituation, and declare how far its regulations were 
to extend; for if the report of a riot's exiſting in any particu- 
lar county, was to entitle it to the benetits of this bill, it might 
as well be made general at once, fince it was notorious that 
riots were eaſily created, if not in the counties, at leaft in the 
newſpapers, which would anſwer juſt as well for the purpoſe. 
f Something like it was now practiſed with reſpeR to the police 
of Dublin; long liſts of robberies are daily publiſhed, and it is 


hed * | nd * 


regretted by the writers that notwithſtanding the known acti- 
vity of that body, the paucity of their numbers made them in- 


eſfectual; from which we might predict that an augmentation 

of that corps was intended. * 7 1 
0 He ſaid that he did not heſitate to declare that the mea- 
0 ſure of appointing conſtables ſtruck him as the moſt dan- 
e gerous to the liberty of the ſubject, of any that had ever 
t, been introduced into parliament. It is true, indeed, ſaid 
1 he, that under our moſt gracious ſovereign and our pteſent 
18 excellent chief governor, We have nothing to apprehend for 
Ie our own ſafety ; but, Sir, we ſhould begqually tenacious to 
(- preferye that of our poſterity,: Who may not be lo,happily , 
t, circumſtanced. He ſaid that a body of ſeven thouſand, men 
: at leaſt might by this bill be levied and paid by the crown, in- 
id dependent of parliament,: In every free country, added he, 
ty there is a natural jealouſy of what is called the ſtanding army 


qt or the. regular forces. kept up by the ſtate, and, though from 
' | 2 2nd 70 ls 
. 1 


476 


PARLIAMENTARY Art 5, 


the conſtitution of our army I feel we are in no danger from 
it, yet it is very proper that ſuch jealouſy ſhould exiſt, How 
much more ſhould it be awakened at this new ſpecies of troops, 
this maſqued army! Your own army is paid by the people, it 
depends for exiſtence upon the breath of parliament, and it is 
bound by a military code as well as by the general law of the 
land, fo that you have a double ſecurity for its good behaviour, 
and a power of annihilating it in every year. Qn the contrary, 
over this miniſterial army you have no controul ; the officers 
are appointed and paid by the crown, and the ſoldiers are de- 
pendent for their pay upon their officers ; they have no parti- 
cular law to regulate their behaviour, and their continuance ix 
to be for years. But they are called conſtables and not ſoldi- 
ers, becauſe they do not wear red cloaths. 


It is immaterial what you cal! them, or how vou cloath 


them ; they are regularly armed and accoutred, both as caval - 
ry and infantry ** are to be implicitly obedient to their 
officers, who are under the immediate inſluence of adminiſtra- 
tion. Lord Mansfield called the army conſtables in red, thoſe 
ate conſtables in green and brown, more dangerous to the li- 


berties, my tefs efficient for the protection of the people— 
It is not cloat ng that conſtitutes a ſoldier: J have ſeen them 


in every colour of the rainbow, and ſome without any cloath- 
ing; but I never could perceive any difference in their exer- 
tions from that circumſtance.— Will any man ſay, that thoſe 
are not foldjers, (though clad in green) who, with their ſabres 
at our doors, prote& the freedom of debate, and who draw 
up in all the regularity of military diſcipline, to pay homage 
to our macez which, perhaps, may owe its ſafety ſolely to 


their forbearance. 


We are at peace with all the world, and are told that our 
new treaties will enable us to continue long ſo; we have 
12,000 regular troops in the kingdom, we have granted 
20,0001. for a militia, we do not hear at prefent even of the 
difturbances in the ſouth, and if we did, your own army, un- 
der the civil magiftracy, are ample to ſuppreſs them. 

What reaſon, therefore, can be given for thoſe new levies ; 
in addition to which there is a power given by this bill, en- 
abling any of thoſe magiſtrates (who are to be appointed with- 
out any qualification) to raiſe and pay any number of freehold- 


_ ets they wiſh to compliment, under the pretence of a poſſe 


comitatus, ſo much a mile, though it were only to conduRt a 
ſcold to Biidewell ?—lr is not wonderful that apprehenſions 
ſboyld exiſt in the minds of the people at ſuch an extraordinary 
meaſure, immediately following the introduction of a riot act, 
to be enforced at the diſeretion of an unqualified and degraded 
maygiftracy, by an army paid by the cron, and uncontroul- 
able by parliament. | 257 
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not neceſſary that they ſhould have a uniform, or appear in 
military array. The ill conſequences of doing ſo appeared in 
the Dublin police, who very ſoon forgot that they were peace 


officers, called themſelves captains, and ſeemed to conſider 


themſelves entirely as ſervants of the crown, not of the people. 

Their flippancy and inſolence had been experienced, even by 
many gentlemen of that Houſe, at the very doors of parliament. 
If any ſuch thing happened to him again, he would complain 
of it, as a breach of privilege ; for theſe reaſons, he would 
have moved, if the Houſe had ſeemed. diſpoſed to it, that they 
ſhould not be allowed to wear any military garb, or aſſume 
any appellation unknown to the common-law of the land, 


The Houſe adjourned *till Saturday. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 7, 1787. 


477 
Mr. Bzowne (of the College) ſaid that he thought i it Was Mr. Browne 


Mr. RowLEtyY complained of the non-artendance of the dn 


members to the public buſineſs; he ſaid, it was then five 


o clock, and there were ſearcely as many members inthe Houſe 


as were "neceſſary to proceed to buſineſs; he ING 
the queſtion of Ln a | 


. Do the queſtion being, put, it was negatived Gikout A 4 
viſion. 


The bill for the better execution ut tht law, and Wm 


tion of the peace within counties at large, was 9 with 


ſeveral amendments. 


'Sir-EDwarD Cxor D cid that his n in- Sir Edward 
ſtructed bim to oppoſe the bill to the utmoſt of his power, — Crofton: 


The Houſe, he remanked, was very thin, as ſo many of the 
membets were then in the country, which ſhould — been a 
vety powerſul motive for poſtponing the conſideratidn of a mat- 
ter which involved in ity; conſequences; eireumſtanees of the 
moſt ſerious and ors nature. He ſhould, however, be 
leave to move, that the following clauſe be-added in the 
teenth page, which would render the bill leſs exceptionable 
than what ĩt ĩs in ita preſent ſtate To exclude every coun- 
ty in Ireland from the operation of the bill, except thoſe of the 


0 r. of Munſter, unleſs proper afſidayit be made — the 
ord lieutenant and ptivy eouneil, that any one or more on 


them are in an actual fate of riot and outrage,” 


This motion was objected to us having deen ulready prope» 


ſech and negati ved i in a committee. 


bill, Alderman Warren in the chait. 


The Houſe went into committee on che Houſe by Ker 
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*Fhe Chan- The Cir A % cer Lon or Tr Excntourn (aid, he had 


Shor ot the not been àppfiſed of che object of the bill till this moment, and 


ner. as he underſtood it went to give à corporation, that exiſted 
principalty by preliminary grants, the power of incurring ex- 
pences, by enabling them to take ground to build on, he ſhould 
therefore object to it. e e e 
It was now agreed, that the chaitman do report progreſs; 
and the chairman reported progreſs, and got leave to fit again 
on Monday. wn 5 
It was ordered, that leave be given to withdraw a bill to 
_ © prevefit frauds in obtaining bounties under ſeveral laws now in 
force for the encouragement ot agricultare, and for rendering 
the carriage of corn to the city-of Dublin leſs expenſive, now 


before the Houle, in order to preſent another in a more perfect 


r 


cut 2 


ſtate. 


The Chan. The Cu ANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER then preſented 
-*ecttor ot the 2 bill to prevent frauds in obtaining bounties under ſeveral laws 
Exchequer. now in force for the encouragement of agriculture, and for 
rendering the cartiage of corn to the city. of Dublin leſs er- 
penſive z which was received and read the firſt time. 7 26: 


ies of ©: A etition of. John Mitchell, accountant to the navigation 
og board, was preſented to the Houle and read; letting forth, 
Mitchell, ac that petitioner is informed that a bill is now depending, which 
eountant te if paſſed ip pre ſent form will be highly injurious to petiti- 


— oner, bor e following reaſons : firſt, becauſe it requires all 
" the books and papers of the navigation board in his poſſeſſion, 


wich a lift of them, to be delivered to the commiſſioners of im- 


6497 - preftimewenty-one days, thougb the papers in his poſſeſſion 
are allahe exiſting vouchers of the board, which are in the ut- 
moſt diſorder and confuſion; and from their nature might take a 

year or more to make a liſt of: ſecondly, becauſe it impowers the 
impreſt commiiſioners not only: to preſcribe the place for doing 

the buſineis, but the hours of attendance, and at the fame 
time fubjects petitioner to a heavy penalty if it be not done 

on à given day: thirdly, becauſe it ſubjects petitioner in the 
lame penalty, at the option of the impreſt board, who have 
only to fay, this account is not ſatisfactory to us,“ and the 
penalty is incurred, though petitioner ſhould have exerted his 
utmoſt abilities to make it ſo: and laſtly, becauſe it might 
hurt his credit, and highly reflect on his character. That pe- 
titioner has been accountant to the navigation board for nine 

_ years only, in which time he,truſis he acquitted himſelf with 
integrity, and to the advantage of the board, as may appear 

from the books of the board, and his reports, read in the 

Houſe this ſeſſion; that petitioner has kept a regular ledger tor 

the navigation board from the time of his appointment, and has 


er r 


fully ſtated, examined and reported all accounts laid before him 

23 accountant to the board, and therefore humbly conceives he 

has fairly and honeſtly earned his ſalary, although there is up- 

wards of a year of it withheld from him at this. day; that pe- 
titioner is perhaps the only officer of the board affected by this 

bill, who neither has or ever had any money to account for, 

and yet no diſtinction is made between him and thoſe who have 

kad the largeſt money tranſaQions for the boards that though 

it is very proper that thoſe who have had the diſburſement of 

public money ſhould furniſh their accounts as required by the 

bill, yet no diſtinction is. made between them and, petitioner, 

who is required to account for the diſburſements of other peo- 

ple, many of which were made before he was born, and almoſt 
all before he was in office, the account required being for more 
than half a century; that petitioner is yet willing to-undertake 

this arduous taſk, and to deliver on the day named in the bill 

ſuch an account from the commencement. of, the board as that 

he delivered to the Houſe for the laſt ſeven yeats, provided the 

books and original papers of the board, now in the poſſeſſion 

of the Houſe, be immediately put into his poſſeſſion, and the 
vouchers and other papers now in liis care remain with him ' till 

the account is hniſhed, and that he be permitted to do buſineſs 

where and at what houts may be moſt convenient to himſelf, 
without the interference or interruption of impreſt commiſſi= 

oners or any other petſon, and that the liſt of books and pa- i; 
pers required of him be; confined to the immediate books of 

the board, and provided that the impreſt commiſſioners ſhall 

receive the ſaid account as ſatisfactory, on petitioner's oath + 

that it is the beſt he was able to make out from the materials he 

had, and that no more voachers ſhall be required of him than 

ue now in his poſſeſſion 'y that petitioner is ready to enter into 

ny ſecurity to the impteſt commiſſioners for the ſafe delivery x 
of all books and papers in his care, or even for the performance 

of the above buſineſs, if required ; that if ſuch ſecurity be 

deemed neceſſary, petitioner humbly ſubmits to the Houſe, 
whether on his entering into · it he might not be paid all arrear 

of falary; that as petitioner*s ſalary is to ceaſe; and as the ac- 

counts he is to make up are not his own accounts, but the ac» 

counts of other . aps as he muſt have clerks to aſſiſt 

tin, he ſubmits tot 


FU — "ns 


vhile he is kept in town, 
90 ſalary ; therefore praying relief, N 


K 
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Moxnpav, Arzit 95 1787. 


The Attor- The Ar TORREY Ge N ERA. preſented to the Houſe, 2 

vey General. cording to order, à bill fot the better collection of his Wage. 
ty's revenue ariſing from forfeited recognizances; which was 
received and tead the firft time. Hh : 


| 
An engroſſed bill for the better execution of the law, and | 
_ preſervation of the peace within the counties at large, was tead 
the third time. | | | ; 
| When the queſtion was put, that the bill do paſs, g 

Mr. Stews Mr. St EWART aid, that he would not take up the tine 
art. of the | Houſe with repetitions of what had been ſpoken on : 
the ſubjeQ. already, but he would however give it his mot i | 
decided negative. : 
The queſtion was put, and carried without a diviſion, and n 
the bill was ordered to the lords for their concurrence. y 
Mr. Maforg Nr. Mason tepotted from the committee of the whole R 
Houſe, to whom it was referred to take into cotifideration a bill p 
for granting to his Majeſty the ſeveral duties therein mentioned, ot 
end for the better tegulation of lottery offices: 10 
1 | 3 | 3 ea 

Sir Francis Bir Francis Hur cui xsos objeRed to the clauſe, im- 
Hutchinſon. powering office-keepers to ſell thirty-two ſhares of Btitiſn tick- 5 
ets, as by the law now in force they ean ſell only ſo low 28 2 f 

. IE | e 


fixteeath ſhare. | 


The Cha- The Chancetior of Tre Excnequesn ſaid it was in- 
cellor of the ſerted with a deugn of making a recompence to the lottery of- Wl ©* 
Exchequer. £co.keepets for the additional licenſe. duty they mult by the WW for 
preſent bill be obliged to pay 3 not did he think there was any 
difference whatever in a ten pound lottery ticket being divided *. 
jato thitty tuo ſhares, aud a five guinea ticket into ſixteen, | 
the honourable baronet, however, was delirous that the quel- 
tion ſhould be put on expunging the aforeſaid word, he wouls 
age Sppoſe it. | 25a 
Sir Francis Fir Fa AN is HvTCH1Ns0y, teplied, that as he reptobatedli 
* eee 75 evety thing that extended the op- 
| og 


portunities f Fan {till farther among the lower ranks 
3hich would .be the effect of the clauſe under debate 4 bf 
zbercfore. moved to ,amend it by limiting, the, power to a fr bis 
teenth ſbare only, and not to ſell. any ſmaller ſhares. a Ho 
The queſtion on expunging the word was then put and cat = 


tied ; a ſixteenth ſbare is therefore the loweſt; 
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A bill for the. better collection of his Majeſty's revenue, 
ariſing from forfeited recognizances, was read a ſecond time. 


Sir EDwarD CRoFTON ſaid that this bill was calculated to gir Edward 
increaſe a number of places, and for his part he thought the Crofton, 
collection of ſuch ſums might be left to the ſheriff of each coun- 
ty, without laying any additional burdens on the community, 
and incurring ſuch heavy expences as muſt neceſſarily be the 
caſe, according to the tenor of the preſent bill. 


The ATTORNEY GENERAL declared that he ſhould be glad The Attor- 
to adopt the moſt ſaving and œconomical mode on that occaſion, neyGeneral. 
rovided it would effectually anſwer the intended purpoſe z 
bot he would aſk the honourable baronet, did he think ſheriffs 
could devote their whole time in application to this buſineſs, 
make the regular returns, and diſcharge all the relative arid 
various duties belonging thereto ? Nor could it be ſuppoſed, if 
ſome gentlemen in that ſtation ſhould perhaps do ſo, that their 
ſucceſſors, ad infinitum, would uniformly and undeviatingly 
purſue ſuch an example. He then pointed out how multifari=. 
ous and arduous the taſk muſt be; and ſaid that it was there- 
fore highly expedient that a proper'perſon ſhould be paid in 
= county for performing the requiſite duties of ſuch an 

office. ED 


Sir FRancis Huren INSON moved that the bill be print- Sir Francis 
ed, which was negatived, | Hutchinſon. 


The SECRETARY of STATE preſented to the Houſe, ac- The Secre- 
cording to order, a bill to amend an act, intitled An act , of state. 
for the relief of priſoners charged with felony or other crimes _ 
who ſhall be acquitted or diſcharged by proclamation, reſpect- 
ing their fees, and giving a recompence for ſuch fees ;“ which 
was received and read the firſt time. h 


The following meſſage was brought from his Grace the Lord 
Lieutenant by the Gentleman Ulher of the Black Rod: 


Mr. Speaker, 


It is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this 
Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.“ 


Accordingly the Speaker, with the Houſe, went to attend 
bis Grace z and being returned, the Speaker reported that the 
Houſe had attended his Grace the Lord Lieutenant in the - 
Houſe of Peers, where his Grace was pleaſed to give the royal 
went to the following bills: | 
" NOVI, * Hh 
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t. An ad for granting certain aids, duties, and impoſitions to 
his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, for the time therein men- 
tioned, and for giving effect to a treaty of commerce and nayi- 
gation concluded between his Majeſty and the Moſt Chriſtian 
King. : 

2. An ad for granting the ſum of 15,0001. to certain truſ. 

tees, for diſtributing bounties, and promoting the ſeveral ma- 
nufactutes therein named. 


2, An aQ for granting the ſam of 6000l. to the Lord Chan- 
cellor and Chief Judges, for the purpotes thercin mentioned, 


4. An act to extend the powers given by law to certain per. | 
fons of making leaſes of lands for the purpoſes of building and 
carrying on the linen manufacture. 


5. An a for regulating the preſentments for making the pub. 
lic roads in the county of Down, and appropriating a propor- 
tion of a balance now in the hands of the treafurer ot ſaid coun- 
ty towards the repairs of the county court-houſe. 


It was reſolved, that an humble addreſs be preſented to his 
Grace the Lord Lieutenant, that he will lay betore his Majeſty 
the humble defire of the Houſe, that his Majeſty will be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to grant to the right honourable the Speaker of 
the Houſe of Commons, the right honourable William Conyng- 
ham, Thomas Burgh, accountant-general, Samuel Hayes, of 
Avondale, and Frederick Trench, Eſquires, the ſum of 6000], 
to be applied by them towards erecting additional buildings to 
the Houfe of Commons, and opening a wide and convenient 
2 before them, and that this Houſe will make good the 
me. 5 


It was alſo ordered, that ſuch members of this Houſe as are 
of his Majeſty's moſt bonourable privy council do attend his 
Grace the Lord Lieutenant with the ſaid reſolution, and deſire 
--v65 "ug may be laid before his Majeſty as the addreſs of the 

ouſe. — 


| Mr. CuaxLes O' NEIL I preſented to the Houſe a bill for 
«5-5 aj the puniſhing of frauds and breaches of truſt by clerks or other 
perſons employed by merchants or traders , which was received 

and read the firſt time. 


Ihe Secre- The SrexETARNY Of STATE moved that leave be given to 
tary ol State. bring ina bill to enable all eccleſiaſtical perſons, and all recton, 
vicars and curates, and thoſe deriving by, from or under them, 
to recover a juſt compenſation for the tithes withheld from them 
in the year 1786, in the ſeveral counties therein mentioned, Wi Uty, 
againſt ſuch perſons who were liable to the ſame. ſaler 
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He ſaid that previous to his preſenting the bill, he deſired 
leave to make ſome prefatory obſervations. That more had 
bern done in the preſent ſeſſion than at any period in his memo- 
ry, to eſtabliſh 'the peace and good order of the realm. An 
effective ſyſtem of civil power had been fur the firſt time in- 
troduced, founded on the acknowledged principles of the con- 
ſtitution, calling forth into the public fervice the ancient offi- 
cers of the peace, at preſent little more than a name, and 
placing them, after they ſhall have been raiſed and armed by 
the grand inqueſt of the county, under the direction of the 
juſtices of the peace of that county, to whom by the conſtitu- 
tion they have been at all times ſubject. The ſword of the 
magiſtrate has been placed in his hand by the law itſelf, for the 


forth, and his duty enforced under the immediate ſuperinten- 
dency of the judges of the land z ſpeedier juſtice is to 'be ad- 
miniſtered to every man at his own door, with the afliſtance of 
thoſe learned in the law, which had been practiſed in the beſt 
times; the legal proceſs of the law, the non- execution of 
which had been the ſource of diſorder and anarchy, will be ef- 
fectually executed by a law framed for that purpoſe, and the 


to the magiſtrate of diſperſing riots. But, he ſaid, the ſyſtem 
could not be conſidered as complete, while the defenceleſs 
ſte of the clergy afforded conſtant temptations to rapine and 
outrage, The portion of property appropriated by the wiſdom 
of the ſtate to their ſupport, and conſecrated to the nobleſt 
purpoſe of humanity, the inſtruction of man in morals and re— 
lgion, is violently withheld from them. The authors of pub- 
lic diforder and contuſion have ſeized upon that maintenance 
which belongs to the teachers of the people, many of whom 
vant ſupport, while the plunderers of their property enjoy 
their ſpoils, That it was not only his regard to juſtice and de- 
teftation of oppretlion of every kind, nor was it alone his reſpect 
for this venerable and neceflary order of men, that induced 
bim to propole means for their redreſs; but it was allo his de- 
fire to remove this temptation to future tumult and diforder, by 
b:wing thoſe men of violence that they can do no miſchief in 
tie ſummer, which the legiſlature cannot eafily repair in the 
following ſpring. The remedies propoſed will be only. againſt 
heit debtors, and by means the molt ſimple and ſummary, and 
lie leaſt expenſive. He ſaid the bill confined the propoled re- 
(els to the clergy. Though intereſted in impropriations, he 
tought their claims to the conſideration of the legillature was 
a higher nature; becauſe they had performed a great public 
Wy, and the public owed them recompence, and ought not to 
ter the recompence . them to be che reward of 
H h 2 


proteQtion of the law; the energy of the magiſtrate is called 


prevention of many crimes will be effected by the power given 
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licentiouſneſs and violation of the public peace. He ſaid if the 
lower orders of people had been treated oppreſſively, if they 
had been denie] that juſtice, kindneſs and liberality with which 
it was their right to be treated, he would ſtand as forward as 
any man for their redreſs. He had always complained that in 
the laſt fifty years the price they paid for land had increaſed in 
a treble proportion, and the price paid for their labour remain- 
ed the ſame. He thought a remedy, though difficult, as it 
depended on manners and habits, may be found, and ought to 
be applied. But let them firſt ſubmit to the law, and they will 
then find as warm friends as their moſt ſanguine wiſhes can de. 
fire ; but he affirmed that their diſtreſſes had not ariſen from 
the clergy. He then preſented the bill, which was received 
and read a firſt time. 


Mr. W. Mr. W. Po xs oN propoſed to extend the benefit of the 
Ponſonby. bill to lay impropriators. 


The Sectre- The Secretary or STATE aid that the bill would moſt 

tary ofState- undoubtedly go to their relief; but if the right honourable 
gentleman had any doubt, he might introduce a clauſe to that 
effect when the bill ſhould be in committee. 


Mc. Orde, Mr. Oa pe faid that lay impropriators had more effeQual 
ways of reQifying themſelves in theſe particular matters than 
the clergy, and he requeſted the honourable gentleman not to 
give oppoſition on that account. | 


ITY 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL II, 1787. 


The order of the day for going into a committee on the bill 
for better recovery of forfcited recognizances, being called for, 


Mr. Gx1FF1TH faid he was ſurpriſed that the Houſe ſhould 
Mr.Criffith. be called upon to go into committee on the bill, when in the 
printed orders of the day it was repreſented as only to receive a 
ſecond'reading. He certainly was not maſter of the bill, as he 
had been in the country when it was brought in, but he thought 
it of great importance, as, if he was rightly informed, it went 
to create thirty-two new collectors. Time ſhould therefore at 
leaſt be given to gentlemen to conſider it, and it would be prov 

per to have the bill printed. 


TheSpeaker. The SPEAKER informed him that the order of the day which 
ſiiſtated the bill to be read a ſecond time on that day was clearly 
a-clerical miſtake. | 


The Ar rORNEYGEN TRAIL declared himſelf ſorry that the 


— honourable gentleman was not perfect maſter of the bill, but he 
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facture, I would reply it was not. It is very pollible that there 
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affured him if the bill was printed, and he was to read it over 
twenty times, he would know no more of it than he did at 
preſent, unlets he would turn over a great many dry books, 
which he was fure he would not be at the trouble of. Part of 
it went to regulate the office of comptroller of the pipe, and he 
was ignorant of it himſelf, until the clerk had let him into the 
knowledge of the official practice. | 
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The Houſe then refolved itſelf into a committee on the bill, 
Mr. Tydd in the chair. 


Mr. CuaxLTSs O' NEIL ſaid he thought there was no ne- Air. Charles 
ceſſity for appointing new collectors, as thoſe who had the O'Neill, 
collection of another branch of his Majeſty's caſual revenue 
might be more fit for the purpoſe. 


It was agreed to report progreſs, and the report to be receiy= 
ed to-morrow. | 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the bill for 
regulating auctions, Alderman Warren in the chair, 


The SPEAKER made an obſervation on the title of the bill, TheSpeaker, 
which he ſaid rendered it unparliamentary. The title did not 
correſpond with the leave which had been given to bring it in, 
He then referred to the journals, where it appeared that leave 
had been given to bring in a bill for the purpoſe of regulating 
files by auction; but the title of the preſent bill ſtated that it 
was not only to regulate ſales by auction, but ſelling by retail 
on commiſſion; in his opinion, therefore, the committee could 
not proceed upon the bill, 


The CuaxceLlLo OF THE EXCHEQUER ſaid he thought The Chan- 


„ ' ö cellor of the 
the bill would be injurious to manufacture. Exchequer, 


Mr. HaxTLEy faid, that à knowledge in the theory of trade Mr. Hartley 
might enable gentlemen to ſpeak plauſibly upon the ſubject, 
though on principles repugnant to the practice of it. If the bill 
would be injurious to trade, It was improbable that one hundred 
and eighty-two traders would have petitioned for it; and cer- 
tainly they were the beſt judges of the manner in which any 
meaſure would affect trade. Public auctions had been highly 
hurtful ro credit, as it had been proved that perſons, obtained 
goods merely for the purpoſe of inſtantly turning them into caſh 
at auction-rooms ; ſtolen goods, it had been alſo proved, were 
uſually diſpoſed of at them, 


The CHANCELLOR Of THE Excyequer replied, The Chan- 
then the only objection to public auCtion-rooms is, the quickneſs or of the 
with which they convert goods into money. If a thouſand TIS 
traders were to ſay this circumſtance was injurious to manu- 
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may be a diſtinction of intereſts which gentlemen ſeem not 
aware of, and that the intereſt of the trader is not the interefl of 
the public. As to the petition praying for the bill, I ſhall only 
ſay, that I could produce petitions from the journals, which 
it is now evident muſt have made the fortunes of the petitioners, 
and beggated the nation. | 

Sir John 


2 Sir Jo nN BLAG Ear approved of the bill. He thought 


it beſt to report progteſs, as the bill was not conformable to 
order. 


MajorDoyle Major Dovur was ſurpriſed, if no leave had been given, 
how tie chat man of the committee had taken the chair. He 
expreticd an approbation of the principle of the bill, which 
went to prevent ſu indling, and to guard againſt fraudulent ad- 
venturers. It would be alſo beneticial to his Vajeſt y's revenne, 
by preventing goods that had not paid duty from being dif- 
poſed of. 


It was then agreed to report progreſs, which was accordingly 
done ; and Mr. Hartley moved for leave to withdraw the bill, 


—— 


a” 1 
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Mr. Orde. Mr. OxDr moved that that part of the Lord Lieutenant's 
| ſpeech, at the opening of the ſeſſion, which reſpeQs public 
education, be now read; it was read accordingly 1n the follow- 

ing words: - 


] hope that ſome liberal and extenſive plan for the general 
improvement of education will be maturcd for an early exe- 
cution.“ . 

He then moved, that the Houſe do forthwith reſolve itſelf 
into a committee of the whole Houſe, to take the foregoing 
parazraph into conſideration. | x 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee accordingly, the 
Solicitor General in the chair. 


Mr. Orde. Mr. Oz Dt roſe and entered on a full diſcuſſion of the pre- 

N ſent ſtate of education in Ireland, which he deſcribed as in fo 
deplorable a ſituation, at leaſt fo far as reſpects the lower 
claſſes of the community, that it might be truly ſaid of them, 
4c for lack of learning the land periſheth.”* Fg 
To a want of education, and conſequently a want of that 
moral and religious ſenile of duty to the legiſlature and obedi- 
enceto the laws, which is the great bond of ſociety, he im- 


4 


157. nn : 


puted all the violent and atrocious acts which had too often 
diſgraced this nation, Men of ſtrong ſenſibility and ingenious 
but ardent minds, under the guidance of education may be 
led to underta:.ings the moſt honourable to themſelves and 
moſt beneficial to their country; but if repreſſed by ignorance 
or miſled by error, they cither become torpid and uſeleſs to 
their country, or that vigour of mind which nature beſtowed 
23 a bleſſing to ſociety turns to a curſe; and the legiſſature 
which has firſt negleQed to train its youth to virtue and reli- 
gion is never after able to prevent the perpetration of crimes 
eren by the moſt ſanguinary laws. The neceſſity therefore 
of educating youth with a juft reverence for religion and the 
laws, he preiſed upon the committee in the ſtrongeſt manner, 
2nd put to the feelings of country gentlemen the advantages 
and ſatisfaction they muſt receive from training the rifing ge- 
eration to virtue. He made ſome compariſons between men 
eren in the loweſt ranks of ſociety in other countries, to 
whoſe education the ſtate paid ſome attention, and the unfor- 
tunate neglected peaſantry of Ireland, who though bleſſed 
with minds as vigorous, and forms as true as any people on 
earth; and though inhabitants of a country poſſeſſing the advan- 
ages of a free conſtitution, and the benefits of an extended 
| commerce, yet ſeem to be conſidered by the legiilature as of 
no manner of weight in the political ſcale, *' 

Let it not beimagined, ſaid he, that as a ſtranger affecting fa · 
ſidtous compariſons from my recolleQion of ſuperior habits, 
better order, and more decent ſubmiſſion to the laws in another 


5 land of equal liberty with this, I am diſpoſed to indulge the piti- 
on ful preſumption of abaſing the people among whom I now reſide, 
MI ad as one of whoſe repreſentatives 1 account it an honour that 
lam placed here among you. No motives of ſuch illiberal 
eral tendency gave birth to thoſe reflections, which in the charac- 
re- ter of their repreſentative, and ſtill more in that of one put 
in authority under their governor, I venture to offer upon the 
lamentable condition of the Iriſh peatantry. I conceive ver 
(elf i : Bo 4 
ng ifferent ideas of their intrinſic value, and am grieved at the 


long indifference about it; I am grieved that they have been 
ſuffered to remain as a rich metal in the mine, which no 
the Wi fibioning hand of an artiſt has hitherto attempted to poliſh into 
beauty, and upon which no ſtamp of inſtruction has been ſec 


pre- to give it an acknowledged worth and currency. Nor let it 
n ſo de apprehended that a meafure ſuch as this has been formed in 
i tie deſign, or is calculated to have the effect of depreſſing the 
* ſpirit or ſubduing the fortitude of a people, whoſe manners it 


vould urbanize, and whoſe temper it would regulate. No, Sir, 
u would infuſe divinity into their ſpirit, and make their cou- 
age the preſerver of general cranquility, Learning never yet 
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made man degenerate into ſervilitv, or enfeebled the vigour of 
his mind, while it ſoftened the feelings of his heart. 


«© DoQtrina ſed vim promovet inſitam, 
Re ctique cultus pectora roborant ; 
* Utcunque defecere mores, 
© Dedecorant bene nata culpæ.“ 


All ranks, all deſcriptions of ſociety, are amended and en- 
nobled by the leſſons of virtue; and where morals are defeQive, 
the taint of vice corcupts and defiles the patrician ſtill more 
than the peaſant. Where bas been the nation, to which learn- 
ing has contributed no advantage? What people has not been 
rendered more formidable by knowledge as auxiliary to their 
bravery ? Has public liberty been injured by underſtanding its 
true meaning? Has freedom loſt its exertion, becauſe ſocicty 
has learned to comprehend and obey the laws? The braveſt 
_ whoſe hiſtory we can trace, and who attained the 

igheſt rank among the nations, mixed with an undaunted 
courage the love and the cultivation of letters. Even Sparta, 
which claimed all her ſons as ſoldiers, made their education in 
learning as well as their diſcpline in arms the public care, 
No individual parent could idly deprive his children of that 
inſtruction, which tended to exalt them as men, and improve 
them as citizens. The community could not afford the igno- 
rance of any of their members, and they aſſerted their rights in 
that reſpe& as ſuperior to thoſe of parental authority. The 
children were accounted the offspring of the public, and the 
nurture of their minds was ſecured by a public proviſion. 

The beft ſupport of courage, Humanity, was by ſuch means 
allowed to maintain her juſt influence over the actions of man, 
inſtances of which in days of old as well as of modern date, 
have reflected not more honour than benefit on mankind. The 
ſtern and rough form of war has been ſofcened into ſmiles; 
the ſtrides of deſolation and ruin have been arreſted ** in the 
very imminent deadly breach.“ 

But however little value ſeems at the, preſent day to be {ct 
upon the youth of our peaſantry, the wiſdom and humanity of 
our anceſtors held them in much higher eſtimation, they knew 
that with theſe rough materials, great part of the fahl tic of the 
nation was to be compoſed, ard therefore they endeavoured to 
form them in the firſt ſtage with ſame degree of attention; #c- 
cordingly they inſtituted ſchools of various kinds, in doing 


which they could have had no-motives but the pure love of 


their country, and the honeſt ambition of being remembered 
as the benefactors of mankind; they might indulge a virtuous 
hope that Don £2 
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— „their bones | | 
« When they bad run their courſe, and ſlept in bleſſings, 
« Should have a tomb of orphan's tears wept on them.“ 


But alas! Their memory has not been thus revered. The 


voice of infant gratitude has rarely been inſtructed to ſound 
the name of its benefactor. Inſtruction has not often met the eye 
or reached the ear of the parentleſs, or of thoſe who had none to 


teach them, The altars of inſtruction have been robbed of 


their incenſe, too frequently diſſipated or conſumed by the 
choſen miniſters, who have ſcarcely deigned to chaunt a ſcanty 
requiem, or have made a farce of the ſervice, which it was en- 
joined them to perform over the aſhes, and in honour of their 
patrons, We have only now to hope that the child may not yet 
be unborn, whe fh firſt have its lips infpired with the leſſons 
of charity, and whoſe mind ſhalt be taught, although ſtill 


too late, to reſtore the genuine tribute of glory to the author 


of their inſtruction. It would.be a kind of ſacrilege to ſuffer 
theſe rites to be longer neglected; and in vindicating from 
abuſe the proviſion which was made for them, you will draw 
upon yourſelves a ſhare in the bleſſings of an infant generation, 
who will venerate you as the common founders of their relief 
and improvement. And you will hereafter experience a ftill 
higher reward in the conſequent increaſe of proſperity to your 
country. EX. £6 


Mr. Orde then proceeded to ſtate the modes of ſupport for 


the various degrees, claſſes or diviſions of this ſyſtem, begin- 
ning firſt with the children of the loweſt orders of the 
people. By the act of 28th Hen. VIII. the miniſter of each pariſh 
is obliged to teach every child that preſents himſelf for inſttuc- 
tion in the Engliſh language; the Engliſh language at the time 
of enacting the law was as little known to the peaſantry of 
Ireland, as the language of Athens or Rome, and therefore 
teaching children to read was not a very trivial duty. Vet 
though every pariſh miniſter is bound by oath to comply with 
this act, the only thing done towards carrying it into effect is, 
a commutation of 408. per annum paid by the miniſter in each 
pariſh, This fum therefore, he- propoſed to take as the 
loweſt rate of contribution from all livings not exceeding 150l. 
per annum; from thence to 200l. per annum the contribution 
ſhould be three pounds, and fixpence in the pound after two 
hundred pounds, The ſame rate of contribution he propoſed 
for the proprietors of tectotial and impropriate tithes, and 
whatever might be afterwatds deficient towards the full ſupport 


of the pariſh ſchool, he propoſed to raiſe by an aſſeſſment, 


not on the pariſh at large, but at the defcretion of a veſtry, on 
the more opulent proprietors of the lands in the pariſh, 
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The ſecond diviſion of this ſyſtem, which was to conſitt of 
four great fchools, one in each province, ſimilar to the Blue 
Coat Hoſpital in Dublin, or Chriſt's Hoſpital in London, he pro- 
pofed to ſupport by a gradual change of the application of the 
funds now given to Charter Schools. With the new ſchools he 
intended to unite Eraſmus Smith's charity; and as from theſe 
ſeminaries the mariger, the merchant, the tradeſman, the ma- 
nufacturer, the artificer, the farmer, the accountant, the ma- 
| thematician in a word, the moſt uſeful members of ſociety 
might hereafter ſpring, he propoſed to pay a very great degree 
of attention to them, and that navigetion, mercantile know- 
ledge, modern languages, mathematics, geometry, agriculture, 
and drawing, ſhould be there taught; and h& mentioned that 
this being a part of his plan, which was ready for almoſt in- 
ſtant adoption, the buildings at New Geneva, which ate 
already public property, might be made ſubſervient to it. 

Iwill here, ſaid he, take a ſhort review of the propoſed 

ablifhment, and of its ſeveral diviſions, with ſome general 
' Calculation of the probable expence, and of the funds at preſent 
exiſting, which may be applied to this purpoſe, and of thoſe 
which muſt be ſupplied by parliamentary aid or other ways 
and means. 

I have mentioned one principal or reſident guardian of this 
fociety, one head-maſter alſo.— The number of under-maſters 


and aſſiſtants muſt depend upon the diviſions of ſcholars and 


the number of children which it may be propoſed to educate 
in them. I conceive that the whole eſtabliſhment may conſiſt of 
eight or nine hundred boys, divided into two. parts; the former 

ol which might be about three hundred and twenty. I take 
that number upon the idea of arranging them into eight wards, 
for their lodging, of forty each. For theſe there may be al- 
lotted ſeven ſchools, which I apprehend, will be a ſufficient 
number to give ample opportunity for inſtruction in the ſeveral 
branches Huh and ſcience, which I would arrange in this 
manner : 


xt. Reading and Grammar, ſeveral diviſions, 
2d. Writing and Accounts, do. do. | 
zd. Mathematics and Navigation, with apparatus, &c. &c. 
and ſpace for experiments. | 
4th. Huſbandry and Agriculture, with do. 
sth. Mechanics, Geometry, and Manufacture, with do. 
6th. Drawing, &c. &c. | Ds 
_ 9th, Foreign Languages and Geography. 


There muſt of courſe be ſeven maſters for theſe, and ſome 


of them will require alljſtants, eſpecially the reading or gram- 


. 


ne 


- 


mar ſchools, and that for writing and accounts. The ſecond 
diviſion will conſiſt of either four hundred and eighty or hve 
hundred and eighty, according to what may be determined of 
the groſs number. I ſhould imagine that for theſe four ſchools 
might be ſufficient; a reading and a writing-ſchoo!, each of 
them confiiting of ſeveral diviſions, and two workinz-ſchools 
for their inſtruction in different kinds of handicraft or other in- 
ſerior occupations. There will of conrſe be four maſters want- 
ng for theſe {chools, and ſeveral aſſiſtants. It is to be remem- 
bered that the principal will ſuperintend the management of the 
whole, and the head-maſter will overlook the department of 
infraction in this diviſion as well as the other. And | would 
here repeat another remark in favour of this eſtabliſhment, for 
the reception of ſuch children as are at preſent diſtributed in 
the ſeveral charter- ſchools, that it will admit of the means ta 
provide, not indeed a greater number of maſters, inſtructors, 
&c, '&c, but men of much ſuperior qualifications. Another 
advantage of infinite conſequence will bederived from the great 
care of ſuperintendence and the regular execution of every - 
duty. The children who ſhall be fir!t brought on this eſtabliſn- 
ment ſhould be draughted from the ſeveral charter-ſchoals, - 
with a regard to their ſuperiority of talents and good behavi- 
our, and by this means indeed an improvement might be form- 
ed in ſuch of the charter-ſchools as ſhould remain, if the ob- 
ject of removal of the children from them to this higher ſitu- 
ation ſhould become a ſpur to emulation and induſtry. The 
number of charter-ſchools ſhould of courſe he diminilbed after 
theſe arſt draughts, and the remaining children be diſtributed 
zmong ſuch as ſhould ſtill be kept on foot in ſuch places as 
might be thought proper and convenient to anſwer the great 
purpoſes of their inftitution. Perhaps indeed, it may got, 
under ſuch a regulation as this, be found inexpedient to pre- 
ſerve always a certain number of theſe ſmaller ſchools, into 
which the children might firſt be received previous ta their 
more advantageous removal into the provincial academy. 
Perhaps alſo, on this account the number of thele provincial 
ſchools would not require to be increaſed beyond two, New 
Geneva is fo ſituated on the confines of two provinces, as to 
anſwer in a great degree for the convenience of both; and ano- 
tier ſituation might be choſen for a ſecond eſtabliſhment with 
lmilar reference to the accommodation of the two other pro- 
vinces, I would here only throw out a ſuggeſtion that poſſibly 
a third might not improperly be formed, by an enlargement of 
tie preſent Blue-coat Hoſpital in Dublin, It is not however, 
t all events, my parpole to limit the number or extent to 
which hereafter ſuch uſeful inſtitutions may be carried by the 
Increaſe of means for their endowment and ſupport z but, 
vihing to avoid every thing which may be deemed a mere 


a 


* 
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ſpeculation, I would confine myſelf at preſent to ſchemes of 1 
aſſured praQticability. I will not pretend to form any exact ef. fro 
timate of the expence under diſtin heads, which muſt pro- We 
bably attend the ſupport of one of theſe eſtabliſhments on the in 
footing already mentioned; but having reflected upon the the 
proper amount of ſalaries and allowances for maſters and other do 
neceſſary officers, ſuch as ſtewards, wardrobe-keepers, houle. in 
keepers, matrons, cooks, porters, &c. &c. and having con- for 
ſidered allo a ſort of average for the fupport of the children in ye 
diet and cloathing and other neceſſaries, and having proceeded cot 
further to conceive the expediency of a fund for the rewards 
of children, and for the fees or gratuities to be giver. with them po 
upon their removal from the academy into different purſuits dit 
and occupations, 1 can hardly make the whole amount fall pte 
thortof 11, oool. or 1 2,000. pet annu m. | 1 
His next object was the dioceſan ſchools, Thoſe he pro- ſtr 
2 to put on a better footing than at preſent, The biſhops, pl; 
he was ſure, would moſt liberally contribute towards their ca 
Improvement. He did not mean to burden them, but poverty 
was not exactly what they could complain of, and with two. 
apd-twenty dioceſan ſchools he had no doubt of laying a pro- 
per foundation for claſſic learning. | 
His fourth object was to eſtabliſh two great academies, im- of 
mediately preparatory to the univerſity. To ſupport theſe, an 
and aid the dioceſan ſchools, he propoſed to apply part of the ſc] 
revenues of thoſe lands which have been given by benevolent ſu 
rſons, or by the ſtate, for the endowment of ſchools, which 
ads, to a very great value, had fallen into private hands da 
that did nothing for them, but which he thought it the duty of thi 
parliament to reclaim, and apply conſonant to the intentions of gr. 
the donors. ä ; de 
Throughout the whole of the foregoing plan was left a poſ- pa 
fibility for boys of genius to raiſe themſelves, even from the tec 
loweſt to the higheſt rank. Other rewards were to be given in fr 
proportion to merit, And to the higheſt ſchools, or two great 
academies, were to be annexed exhibitions, as a further incite- Li 
ment to genius and ability to perſevete. i | be 
Having gone through the four principal heads concerning of 
ſchools, he next mentioned another Univerſity, which, without of 
the ſmalleſt offence to the preſent moſt excellent inſtitution, an 
be thought might pöſſibly be neceſſary, "There were, he ſaid, vil 
many perſons who do not come to this Univerſity who would thy 
g0 to another, ſuppoſe it inſtituted in the north-weſt part of m 
the kingdom, but who now are obliged to ſeek for education an 
in a ſoil leſs congenial to their nature. By theſe he did not in 
mean ſuch as go to England; that he thought produced a 


good effect, by increaſing the attachment of the ſubjects of 
the two counties, He believed there came alſo ſome perſons 


ſrom England to ſtudy here; but he was certain the numbet 
would be greater if there was another Univerſity, not ſituated 
in Dublin. The object of a ſecond Univerſity might, he 
thought, be compleated by taking ſeveral of the great en- 
dow ed ſchools in the north-weſt, and blending them together 
in a new model. This objed, however, was at ſome diſtance; 
for though it ſhould be now determined. on, it would be ſix 
ears before it would be neceſſary to open a new Univerſity 
conformable to the general plan juſt mentioned. 

His next object was to preſerve theſe inſtitutions as pure as 
poſſible, by appointing intelligent viſitors, perſons eminently 
diſtinguiſhed for learning and abilities; and his laſt was, to 
provide an honourable and comfortable retreat for ſuch maſters 
as ſhould ſpend their earlier days in the public ſervice, by in- 
ſtructing the youth of the kingdom conſonant to the preſent 
plan, and! for ſuch other perſons as ſhould exert themſclves in 
carrying the ſyſtem into effect. , 

He concluded his ſpeech with the following reſolutions 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 


That it is expedient to reviſe the act of the twenty-eighth 
of Henry VIII. ch. 15th, for the eſtabliſhment of pariſh ſchools, 
and to make proviſions and regulations for aſcertaining a new 
ſcheme and rate of contribution towards their more effeQual 
ſupport and improvement. * 

That it is expedient to eftabliſh, by the aid and authority of 
parliament, an annual fund, to be applied at the diſcretion of 
the Lord Lieutenant for the time being, for the purpoſe of 
gradually building or purchaſing, or otherwiſe providing pro- 
per ſchool-houſes, and conveniences annexed thereto, in every 
pariſh or union within this kingdom, in which they may be 
tequiſite, for the reſidence of a ſchool-maſter, and the free in- 
ſtruction of the poor. | 

That an humble addreſs be preſented to his grace the Lord 
Lieutenant, requeſting his grace to give directions that there 
be laid before this Houſe, on the. firlt day of the next ſeilion 
of parliament, an exact return of the number and preſent ſtate 
of pariſh ſchools and ſchool-houſes throughout this kingdom: 
and alſo the particulars of all grants, donations, or other pro- 
vitons of any kind, in land or money, för the endowment of 
the ſaid ſchools, or any of them, or for the uſe of the ſchool- 
maſters of the ſame, or any of them reipectively, with the 
ancient and preſent denomination and value of ſuch lands, and 
in whoſe occupation, and under what title they were held oa 
the 25th of March, 1987, 
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That it is proper and expedient to inſtitute and ſupport by wi 
degrees, at the public expence, one provincial ſchool or hoſ- 85 
pital, in each province within this kingdom, for the gratuitous 
maintenance and education of children in the eſtabliſbed reli. * 
gion, and in ſuch branches of learning and ſcience as may tend » 
to qualify them with ſuperior advantage for the future exerciie | 
of various occupations in huſbandry, manufacture, trace, com- | - 
merce and fine arts; 8 me 

That it is proper and expedient to reviſe the a of the * 
twenty -thitd of George II. ch. the 11th, to provide for the 4 
better regulation of charity ſchools, and to take effectual mea- F 
fures for improving and enlarging the benefits of the pruteſtant c ; 
Charter ſchools, in connection with the inftitutions aforeſaid. * 

That an humble addreſs be prefented to his grace the Lord y 
Lieutenant, requeſting his grace to give direCtions that an exad 
return be made to this Houſe, on the firſt day of the next (ef 2 
fion of parliament, of the amount, application and expen - 11 
dit ure of the funds of every denomination under the care and 
management of the Incorporated Society for Proteſtant Charter 1 
Schools, and of the Governors of Eraſmus Smich's ſchools, * 
with an account of the different authorities by teſtament, 4 
charter, ſtatute, or otherwiſe, under which theſe applications 
and expenditures have been made, and a copy of the ſettled U; 
accounts, properly authenticated, of the incorporations afote- | 
faid, for three years laſt paſ. 8 7 

That it is proper and expedient to reviſe the acts of the | 

twelfth Elizabeth, chap. ift, ſeventh William III. chap. th, 50 
twelfth George I. chap. th, twenty · ninth George II. chap. 7th, bs 
for the eftablithment and maintenance of dioceſan ſchools and | 
ſchool-houſes, and to take proper meaſures, under authority 5 
of parliament, for inſuring the due execution of thoſe aQs, 
according to their true intent and meaning; and alſo to em- yer 
power the Lord Lieutenant and Council to make new provi- 6 
ſions and regulations for the more effectual ſupport and im- pl 
provement of the ſame. N 

That an humble addreſs be preſented to his grace the Lord the 
Lieutenant, requeſting his grace to give directions that there " 
be laid before this Houſe; on the firſt day of the next ſeſſion of 
parliament, accounts of the number and preſent ſtate of dio. fof 
ceſan ſchools and ſchool-houſes throughout this kingdom; and 7 
alſo the particulars of all grants, donations, or other provi- 90 
fions of any kind, in land or money, made in conſequence of | 
the above recited acts, or any of them, or in any otherwiſe 5 
whatever, for the endowment of the ſaid dioceſan ſchools, ot 7 
any of them, or for the uſe of the ſchool-maſters of tlie fawe, 3 
in (ucceſſion reſpecttvely, or any of them, with the ancient = 


aud preſent denomination and value of tuch lands, and in 


1787. 
whoſe occupation and under what title they were held on the 
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25th of March, 1787. | | 
That it is proper and expedient, by the aid and authority of 


parliament, to eſtablith one or more great ſchool or ſchools, 


and to reform thoſe already eſtabliſhed in ſuch caſes as ſhall be 
found necefſary, upon ſuch principles, and with ſuch provi- 


| ions and regulations, as may tend more effectually to anſwer 


the end of their foundation in public utility, by improving 
and facilitating to the youth of this kingdom the means of a. 
perfect education, as well in ſuch ſchool or ſchools, as b 
eſtabliſhing an annual ſucceſſion of a ſele& number of the mo 
meritorious ſcholars, with a ſuitable proviſion, to the Univer- 
fty, for the future purſuit of learned profeſſions, and for the 
honourable diſcharge of the higheſt duties of the community. 

That it is an object of great public concern that exact en- 
quiry ſhould be made, and information obtained, of the num- 
der and preſent ftate of the ſeveral foundations within thix 
kingdom, for the education of youth in claſſical learning, and 
that the true nature and value of their endowments ſhould be 
aſcertained, with the original appropriation and preſent diſpoſal 
of the funds, and how far the ſeveral! duties and truſts directed 
and enjoined have been and are duly performed. 

That the foundation and gradual endowment of a ſecond 

Univerſity within this kingdom, by the aid and authority of 
parliament, in addition to the preſent excellent eſtabliſhment of 
Trinity College in this capital, might conduce to the greater 
perfection of a general ſyſtem for the improvement of educa- 
tion, and to the wider diffuſion of learning and ſcience through- 
out the nation. 
That it is eſſentially expedient, towards the ſucceſsful pro- 
motion of proper meaſures for the general improvement of 
education within this kingdom, that one or, more perſon or 
perſons, not exceeding four in the whole, eminently qualified 
by their abilties and experience, ſhould be appointed by the 
Chief Governor for the time being, to aſſiſt in the preparation 
of plans and arrangements for the inſtitution and regulation of 
the ſeveral ſeminaries of claſſical learning propoſed to be eſta- 
bliſhed and reformed. | 

That this Houſe will at the commencement, of the next 
feſſion of parliament, proceed to the immediate conſideration of 
ſuch further meaſures as may be requiſite for carrying the fore- 
going reſolutions into full effect. £3 Fi 

That an humble addreſs be preſented to his grace the Lord 
Lieutenant, requeſting that his grace will be pleaſed to give 
directions for preparing plans of the neceſſary buildings and 
ocher arrangements for forming and eſtabliſhing the ſeveral ſpe- 
cles of ſchools and ſchool-houſes, and ſuitable conveniencics 
to be annexed thereto, with eſtimates of the expence thereof, 
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diſtinguiſhed under ſeparate heads, and accompanied with ob— 
ſervations reſpecting ſituations, and other circumſtances moft 
proper for the ſame. 


Mr. STewaxrT (of Killymoon) faid he did not rife to cor. 
tradiQ or oppoſe any thing that had fallen from the right ho- 
nourable Secretary, but to declare himſelf at the moment una- 
ble to give an opinion on it; he therefore wiſhed for 2 little 
time to give it conſideration. If he was now to be forced to 
decide, there was certainly much to approve, but there might 
be alſo ſomething to condemn. 


Mr. Orde, Mr. Ox pr ſaid that he intended nothing final in the preſent 
ſeflion, relative to the ſyſtem now propoſed; his idea was, to 
have the reſolutions paſſed through the committee, in order to 
enable him to have them printed; early the next ſeſſion they 
might be taken up; and in the interval, gentlemen would 
have full time and opportunity to give them due conſideration, 


Mr. Browne. Mr. BR ow (of the College) ſaid that he thought it un- 


Mr. Stew - 
art. 


reaſonable, if not haughty, to call upon gentlemen to give , 
their aſſent, inſlanter, to a long elaborate detailed ſyſtem of 7 
education: the ſubject was ſo important and ſo difficult, that 8 
it had occupied the mind of the propoſer for two years, and yet : 
he had called upon them to determine on the utility of it in as 1 
many hours; for his own part, he bad hardly had time to q 
write down a ſmall ſketch of the ſcheme, but was utterly in- 5 
competent to give an immediate opinion on ſo complicated a {i 
ſyſtem. Deferring the matter for a few days would not give | 
much relief, for the nation ought to have many months to con- 4 
fider ſuch a novel and comprehenſive ſcheme. For another 8 
reaſon he could not give an immediate aſſent, it would be a A 
Freach of truſt to his conſtituents; the Univerſity were deeply * 
concerned, and he had no time to aſk their opinions. Ina 4 
matter of education, the Univerſity might have expected to be in 
conſulted, and the neglecting to do fo was a freſh inſtance of of 
that diſreſpect which coxcombs from Eton and Weſtminſter 1 
were too apt to ſhew them. He denied the ſuperiority of the a 
ſcholars of England in the ſciences, he denied their ſuperiority wy 
in real ſubſtantial learning. The only advantage they had was 10 
in ſome ornamental appendages, ſuch as making Latin nonſen- ti 
fical verſes, which many of them could do with much facility in 
from practice, while, in reality, they were much inferiot * 


ſcholats to thoſe who had not the fame knack. He did not de- the 
ny that it would be better if our ſchool-maſters, beſides in- 


ſtructing our youth to tranſlate and underſtand the languages fab 
thoroughly, would render them a little more verſed in Proſcdy 80 
and writing Latin verſes. . 
pol 
the 


cility 
feriot 
ot de- 
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The SECRETARY OF STATE faid he had ſeconded the pre- Thesecreta- 
liminary motions of the laſt ſeſſion, and thought it an honour Ty of State. 


to co-operate in an arrangement of ſuch great public utility as 
the propoſed regulation relative to ſchool education. That 
part of the ſubjed claimed his approbation and applauſe, and 
deſcrved his warmeſt acknowledgments, as a man officially 
connected with the education of the country. He beſtowed 
much eulogium on the manner of ſtating this ſubject, and faid, 
in the comprehenſive view which the right honourable mover 
had taken of it, he had diſplayed brilliant abilities, extenſive 
information, and great goodneſs of heart, and that this king- 
dom would ever have reaſon to remember with gratitude the 
adminiſtration in which ſuch noble plans were formed for the 
general good, He obſerved on the different inſtitutions pro- 
poſed, and faid it was neceſſary, and would be highly uſeful, 
to review the ſeveral ſtatutes relative to pariſh and dioceſan 
ſchools, to enforce the execution of thoſe ſtatutes, and provide 
an Engliſh ſchool in every pariſh, and a Latin ſchool ia every 
dioceſe — The provincial ſchool he thought a new and a great 
idea, and believed it would be attended with ſingular national 
advantages; but the part of the ſcheme moit within his pro- 
vince was the collegiate ſchool, from which the Univerſity 
would derive great benefits. That ſuch a ſchool would intro- 
duce habits of coma in the learned languazes and in our 
own, and that at preſent young men came to the Univerſity not 
ſufficiently inſtructed in thoſe reſpects. For the purpoſe of 
promoting thoſe objects, he wiſhed that the election of ſele& 
ſtudents ſhould be made in the following manner: A public 
examination to be held in the College-ball, by the Provoſt and 
Sentor Fellows, of ſuch of the King's Students as ſhall have 
taken batchelors degrees, and ſhall offer themſelves as candi- 
dates; which ſhall continue for four days, from eight to ten 
in the morning, and from two to four in the afternoon of each 
of theſe days. The examination on the firſt day, in the 
morning, to be in Greek and Latin Epic poetry; in the afters 
noon, in the Greek and Roman orators. On the ſecond day, 
in the morning, in the Greek drama and Rowan fatirifts z in 
the afternoon, in the Greek and Roman hiſtorians. On the. 
third day, in the morning, in Engliſh proſe; in the afternoon, 
in Engliſh poetry.— The examination to be critical, with, à 
particular attention to the ſtile and diſtinguiſhed excellencics of 
the ſeveral authors, and an inveſtigation into the hiſtory of 
each language, and its gradations in improvement and decline; 
and that the characters of the examiners, as well as the candi- 
dates, ſhould be more at ſtake, the whole examination is pro- 
poſed to be in Englith. On che fourth day, in the morning, 
the candidates to write compoſitions in Greek and Latin poetry 
Vor. VII. RF ti 
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and proſe, on ſubjects to be given by the examiners, and in 
their preſence; and in the evening, in like manner, in Engliſh 
poetry and proſe, Previous to the ele ion each examiner to 
be ſworn to elect the perſon beſt qualified, according to the 
beſt of his judgment; and this election he propeied to be an- 
nual, He ſaid that by ſuch an inflitution a taſte for claſſical 
learning, compoſition and polite literature may be more gene- 
rally, diffuſed through the kingdom. He could not, however, 
agree in the idea of a new univerſity z he was fworn to pre- 
ſerve, as far as was in his power, and by law he could, all the 
rights and privileges of the College of Dublin, and would con- 
ſider what they were, how they had been exerciſed, and whe- 
ther it was juſt, or for the public beneſit, that they ſlliould be 
infringed. By the charter of Queen Elizabeth it was granted 
to this college, that ſhe ſhould be for ever chercafter the mother 
of an univerſity, which grant is recited and confirmed by the 
charter of King Charles l. which alſo contains a new grant 
to the college of the ſame tenor, by which he apprehended it 
to be the intention, that whenever it ſhould be thought neceſ- 
fary to found other colleges, they ſhould all ſpring from her as 
their parent, and that ſhe ſhould be the ſole univerſity. That 
this was the intention may be collected from the ad of ſettle- 
ment, 14th and igth of Charles II. chapter 2d, ſection 
219, which gives power to the Lord Lieutenant, with the con- 
ſent of the Privy Council, to erect another college, to be of 
the univerſity of Dublin, which words ſhew the intention of the 
legiſlature that this college ſhould remain, though another 
ſhould be founded, the ſole univeriity. By thoſe charters, he 
ſaid, it was expreſsly provided that the fctenc<s ſhould not be 
publicly taught in any other part of Ireland, without the royal 
licence firſt had and obtained; meaning that there ſhould be no 
other college without the King's licence. He had not heard 
there was any ſuch licence. This right was conditional, that 
of being the ſole uni verſity appzzred to him to be abſolute. 
That thoſe rights and privileges of the Univetſity of Ireland had 
been enjoyed for near two hundred years, highly to the advan- 
tage and honour of this nation, was univerſally acknowledged, 
The journals of both houſes contain repeated provts of the fig- 
nal merits of this lrarned body for a long tucceliiun of ages; 
its attachment to whig principles and the proteſtant fucce!iion, 
has been at all times dilinguithed z and as to learning end ſci- 
ence he would aſſert, without fear of contradiction, there was 
not in Europe an univerfity of greater celebrity, of which het 
learned ſiſter univerſities in England bore the ampleſt teſtimony, 
and conſideted her as their equal, by admitting her graduates 
act eundem, a favour extended to no other univerſity. 

This body has not forfeited its rights; it has exerciſed its 
functions with the ſtricteſt attention to the principles of its in- 
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ſtitution. Its degrees are conferred with great caution, and 
are therefore held in high eſtimation. Elections are made, and 
emoluments are diſtributed with a degree of chaſteneſs ſuita- 
ble to the character of a great national ſeminary, founded for 
the promotion of learning, morals and religion; and at the 
fellowſhip examination there was a diſplay of deep and v«1- 
ous ſcientific knowledge and erudition to be found in no other 
part of the globe. The rights of an univerſity have been ex- 
erciſed by this body highly to the advantage of the whole king- 
dom. Is it then juſt, or for the public good, that they ſhould 
be reaſſumed or infringed ? He thought not, and athrmed that 
this univerſity was found more than competent for every uni- # 
rerſity purpoſe of the kingdom, and conferred a greater num- 
ber of degrees than the number of perſons deſtined in this king- 
dom for the learned profeſſions, and for. the characters of no- 
lemen or gentlemen required. In reſpect to emulation, he 
aid,” there was more competition in this than in any other col- 
lege, and that what Do&or Johnſon called the illumination of 
many minds, muſt fully irradiate a ſeminary conſiſting of ſeven 
hundred and twenty-five men, under the public eye, in a me- 
tropolis. He ſaid, that in this laſt circumftance there were 
lone diſadvantages, and many advantages; and obſerved, that 
the ſituations of the Engliſh univerſities in {mall towns expouled 
the ſtudents to many inconveniencies to which thoſe in a great 
city were not expoled z and that he had heard it obſerved by 
gentlemen of that kingdom, that our country clergy had a po- 
Iſh and good breeding that ſome cf theit's wanted. He ſaid, 
Univerſity education could be had by poor men on lower terns 
in a great City than in the country; becauſe in the former they 
ſeldom failed in obtaining a tuition, or the place of an afliſtant 
to a ſchool. He faid, if an univerſity was eitablithed in the 
North, the other provinces would have the ſame claim, and 
the conſequence would be, that there would be ſeveral uni- 
ier1ties without one of name, or one univerſity only of cre- 
dit, and that the others would fall into ruins. He recom- 
mended that they ſhould look before them, ere they advanced 
loo far. Begin with ſchools, the education there was defec- 
tive z but there was no complaint of any defect in the univer- 
ity education. When a ſecond collegiate ſchool ſt: ould be ei- 
liſhed, conſider then, whether a ſecond univeriity would be 
neceſſary ? If Mr. Pitt ſhould propoſe a third univerſity in 
Lngland, what would the univerſities and che people of that 
country ſay to him? And yet one was much more in propor- 
ton for Ireland than two for England. You have now a great 
univerity, beware how you tamper with it. He acknowledg— 
& at the ſame time the obligations of that body to the preſent 
aaminittration, and had every realon to be latisfied that the 
2 112 | | 
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right honourable gentleman had very good wiſhes for the prof. 
perity of that body. He acknowledged that nothing deciſive 
was prefſed z but it was a ſtep to a mesſure which, in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of this kingdom, was againſt his opinion. 


Lit Francis HurchiNsos ſaid if the preſent plan was 
to be carried into effect, it would prove the moſt fatal blow 
that the proteſtant religion in Ireland had ever received. Cer- 
tainly nothing would be more grateful to the ſociety de propa- 
ganda fide at Rome than to hear that the proteſtant chaiter- 


ſchools were to be aboliſhes, 


Mr. Oane ſaid he wondered that ſuch an idea could have 
entered the mind of the honourable baronet; for ſurely if ever 
any plan more ſtrong than another, in ſupport of the eſtabliſhed 
religion, had been propoſed, it was the preſent. An honour- 
able gentleman had ſaid that it was unreaſonable to expect he 
ſhould immediately underſtand a plan that had been two years 
forming. If a plan for the improvement of education had taken 
him up two years, it would have been time well employed, 
nor would it have been a reaſon why it might not be eaſily 
underſtood ; for that which oftentimes cofts the moſt intenſe 
pain and ſtudy, when brought to perfection, and produced to 
view, convinces the mind at firſt ſight. But the truth was, as 
he had before mentioned, that the ſtate of his health had not 
allowed him to confider the ſubject till the preſent ſeſſion had 
commenced, and what time he had ſince been able to afford, 


the Houſe would eaſily judge. He again obſerved, that his 


preſent object was merely to be enabled to print the reſolutions, 
and to bind the Houſe to take them into conſideration hereat- 
ter z this, he hoped, would ſatisfy every gentleman ho en- 
tertained a doubt of their utility, particularly his right honour- 
able friend, [the Secretary of State] who would pleaſe to ob- 
ſerve, that the reſolution concerning another univerſity was 


put hypothetically it may be exp&ient, &c.— and if there 


weie any bars of right, they would moſt undoubtedly prevent 
that part of the plan taking effect. As to the merits of the 
Univerfity of Dublin, he declared that he thought it had 2 
right to all and more than had been ſaid in its praiſe. 

As to what he had advanced reſpectiug the difliculty many 
perſons found in coming to itady to the Univerſity of Dublin, 
he was Convinced 1t was not well founded. He did not mean 
that they were barred on any religivus account, but that they 
found it highly inconvenent, nay in many inftances impctii- 
ble, to ſupport themſelves in the capital, diſtant from their 
friends and connections, who might be willing enough to alſiſt 
them near home, ot under their eye, but were too apt to for- 
get cr neglect their wants when out of view. With reſpect 
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to the country being overſtocked in fome of the learned proſeſ- 
kons, he well knew there was no art or ſcience in which a great 
number of candidates for fame or eminence did not unhappily 
fail of obtaini"g ſucceſs, it was impoſſible to calculate exactly 
the number of perſons that ſhould enter into any profetlion, 
becaute it was impoſſible to know, before the trial made, who 
were fitted to excel in it. But even the unſucceſsful efforts of 
great numbers had a beneficial effect upon thy ſtate; for though 
they failed of attaining the height of their aſpiring, yet in the 
attempt they generally qualiſied themſelves to ill the leſs ele- 
vated ſtations with propriety. | | 
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Mr. ſoud Wort ſaid his opinion was that the committee Mr. ſohs 
ſhould adjourn, and report progreſs. He thought it would be Wolfe. 
imprudent to give an opin on at this period of the ſellion, or | 
to pledge the Houle to a p'an of education which they had not 
time to conſider, The teventh reſolution poſitively pledged 
the Houſe to adopt the ſyſtem. He ſaid, if two years ago the 
ſubj-& had been mentioned, if miniſters had taken from that 
time to the preſent to conſider it, with what face could they 
now bring it forward the laſt day of the ſeſſion, and demand the 
concurrence of parliament ? The right honourable Secretary 
had ſaid, he had not conſidered the ſubject till this ſeſſion, yet 
in the former fellion he had mentioned it, and in his ſpeech at 
the opening of this ſeſſion (for the ſpeech from the throne was 
the miniſter's). he had mentioned it as a matter to be immedi- 
ately taken up. Now putting all theſe circumſtances together, 
he aſked if there was not a little inconſiſtency ? | 


The CHAaNCEL1.0k OF THE ExCHEQuER ſaid as to any The Chan- 
imputation of neglect, the plan that had been ttated was the beſt ccllor of the 
tefutatiom of ſuch a charge. Indeed, the full, clear, and able Exchequer. 
ſtatement of the tight honourable Secretary had made ſuch an 
impreſſion on the committee, that he was convinced they would 
be nearly unanimous if they were now called upon to decide; 
but they were not; the very act of going into a committee 
proved that no ſurpriſe was intended, as nothing done by a 
committee could be final; beſides, it was the ſpirit of every 
diſtiact relolution to be ſubject to future review and conſide- 
ration. 

An honourable gentleman had ſaid that if deciſion was not 
neceſſary, nothing was neceffary : but this he denied; for the 
reſolutions tended to enforce enquiry, and no man would ſay 
that enquiry was unneceſſary. It had been {aid that this was - 
a buſineſs of great diſſiculty, and ſome danger—he denied it. 
Was there any danger in correCting abuſes ? If every man knew 
that the inſtitution of partſh-1choois had been neglected or 
abuſed, ought not the abuſe to be redtitied ?—Should parlia- 
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ment fear to enter into the enquiry ?—If every man knew that 
there were no ſchool-houſes, or places of reſidence for pariſh 
ſchool-maſters, ſhould parliament be afraid to provide them ? 
If every man knew that charter-ſchools, dioceſan ſchools, 
and the endowments for free-ſchools had been perverted from 
their firſt intention, ſhould parliament be afraid to declare the 
abuſe, and take meaſures for correQting it? —Nothing in the 
world could be more eaſy than to make general aflertions, but 
he called upon gentlemen who were ready to make them, to 
ſand forward and prove that any potiible evil could follow 
from the enquiry propoſed. On the contrary, it was manifeſt 
that the right honourable gentleman who had fo ably brought 
it forward, could have had ro motive but a regard for the wel- 
fare of the people, ariſing from his own benevolent and liberal 
mind, Such handſome conduct in a ſtranger coming into a 
country, far from deſerving any invidious comment, called for 
public praiſe and gratitude, 

Mr. Wor re faid his argument was, that the ſyſtem pro- 
poſed by Mir. Orde was ſo complicated that it was impoſſible 
to underſtand it without much deliberation and ſtudy. 


Sir Joun Braquiene ſaid he difſented entirely from the 
opinion of the laſt honourable gentleman, as he thought it the 


It had been Gated to fimply, ſo fairly, and fo forcibly, that it 
was impoſſible not to underſtand it; and he was convinced 
had it been propoſed in the Houſe, there would not have been 
a word ſpoken againſt it. If then the right honourable gentle- 
man, from a motive of candour, had preferred the mode of 
tubmitting it to a committee, the committee would not act fair- 
ly in refuting to let it appear in print, He reminded the com- 
mittee, that they were not ſure of having the right honourable 
gentleman always among them; miniſters ſome.imes ſuddenly 
change; he therefore exhorted them to graſp the benefits now 
offered, or perhaps they might not have another opportunity. 
One merit of the right honourable gentleman, he faid, was 
this, that though he did not profeſs to make luminous ſpeeches, 
yet he had certainly upon this occaſion matte the moſt, forcible, 
and perhaps, the moſt liberal ſpeech that ever had been made 
within thoſe walls, It was ſomewhat whimſical, that a gen- 
tleman whoſe avocations were ſo multifarious, ſhould have 
turned his attention fo cloſely to a very dry and difficult ſub- 
jet. It put him in mind of Sir [faac Newton, who, by way 


ſelf with undertaking a new ſyſtem of chronclogy.— Thus his 
right honourable friend, in his hours of relaxation and repoſe, 
{for ſecretaries do not always lie upon roſes) had found out 
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this amuſement of reducing public education to a ſyſtem z and 
he had brought it forward in a way fo ſenſible, and to forct- 
ble, that it was the fiuit of the Houſe if they did not reflect, 
that ſuch a gentleman might not always ſtand in ſuch a ſituati- 
on, and take advantage of the offer, which, if once ſet for- 
ward, would be beyond the ſupineneſs of future miniſters to 
injure. | | 

Mr. Gairriru.— This is the ſponge which wipes out all 
the right honourable gentleman's political offences againſt this 
country; this is the at which makes ample atonement for 
them all, and wou'd were they even more numerous than they 
are; yet notwithſtanding that upon the inflant conſideration 
which I have given the bufineſs, it appears to promiſe the 
greateſt benefits, ] feel myſelf embarratſed in reſpect to the 
vote I ſhall give on the queſtion before you. If my honout- 
able friend [ Vir, Wolfe] perſiſts in his motion, that you re- 
port progreſs, I ſhall be obliged to vote with him, becauſe it 
would be extremely improper to aſſent to the moſt trifling pro- 
poſition in (7 thort a time as that which is now allowed us to 
decide upon one of the moſt important meatures that was ever 
agitated within theſe walls; and yet I ſhould be extremely 
ſorry to take any ſtep which looked like oppoſition to a buſi- 
neſs, the outline of which I do moſt ſincerely approve. It 
has been my fate very frequently to differ from the right ho- 
nourable gentleman who brought forward the plan now before 
us, and I have teprobated, in language as ſtrong as parliamen- 
tary decorum would permit, many of the late meaſures of that 
right honourable gentleman; and yet, fir, I muſt confeſs that 
if his adminiſtration had been ſtill more exceptionable, if that 
were poſſible, I ſhould think the preſent enlarged and liberal 


ſcheme a fair ſet-off for the whole of his political fins againſt 


this country, | 

In following the tight honourable gentleman through the va- 
rious eſtablihments and arrangements which he propoſes to 
make, I nnd no traces of corrupt influence, nor any view to- 
wards the miſapplication of public money; I find nothing but 
the emanation of well-direted judgment, labouring to reform 
and civiliae the lower orders of a people immerſed in the gloom 
of barharous ignorance, The plan of the right honourable 
gentleman, therefore, as far as it extends, has my warmeſt 
approba: ion. I am ſorry, however, co find it does not go ſo 
far as the nation had reaſon to expect trom his Majeſty's ſpeech, 
which recommended this meaſyre, and from the ſpeech of the 
right honourable gentleman on introducing it, It does not 
extend to the education of the Roman Catholic and Preſbyte- 
tian youth of this country. It may be anſwered, that they 
are not directly excluded; but I ſay they are virtually ſo, un- 
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leſs paſtors of their own perſuaſion are appointed to inſtrud 
them. Some misjudging bigots complain of the alienation of 
the Roman Catholic clergy from the government of this coun- 
try; they complain, however, without the ſmalleſt foundati- 
on. Bur ſuppoſing the allegation were founded, how does 
the preſent ſy{tem remedy the evil? Does it eſtablith {eming- 
ries for educating that clergy who are now forced to travel 
into foreign countties, to obtain even a moderate portion of 
inſtruction? Is it by educating the Roman Catholic youth in 
France er Spain that you will overcome their prejudices, or 
give them an attachment to the bletiing of a free conſtitu- 
tion ? | | 

L lament, therefore, that the plan falls ſhort of my expeQa. 
tion in this material point; but inaſmuch as it does not ex- 
clude them, it is one ſtep towards the abolition of bigotry, 
and for fo much ] approve it. I do not, however, relinquiſh 
the hope of ſecing ſchools and colleges eſtabliſhed under the 
prote Sion of this Houſe, for educating the Roman Catholic 
and Preſbyterian youth of Jreland; and if the right honour- 
able gentleman will bring forward a plan for that purpoſe, or 
include it in the pretent one, I am fully perſuaded he will 
find himſelt firmly ſupported by every man in the nation. 


Mr. Oa DE. — I thank the honourable gentleman, and affure 
him, that I have no other object but to put this buſigeſs fo far 
forward as to force it into future conſideration, * | 


Mr. Bxooke, (of Donegal) ſaid he could not have a mo- 
ment's doubt of adopting the principle of the right honourable 


. gentleman*s plan; his conduct in bringing it forward was 


bizhly meritorious, and deſerving of the thanks of the whole 
nation, He could not ſce how any gentleman could object to 
the plan, particularly as they were now only called upon to 
adopt the principle, the detail being a matter of future conſide- 
ration. | : | 

It was ordered by the Houſe that the ſaid report be taken 
into further conſideration on Monday next, and the reſolutions 
be printed, | 1 | 


A Petition of the tanners of the city and ſuburbs of Dublin 
was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the 
petitioners have been much injured in their trade by jobbers 
and foreſtallers of hides and calves ſkins, who have enhanced 
their price, by buying them up previous to their being expo- 
ſed to ſale in the public market appointed for that purpoſe * 
and therefore praying the Houle to pats an act for the revival 


of thoſe expiring remporary ſtatutes which relate to the buy- 


ing and ſelling of hides and calves ſkins, and to add ſuch other 
clauſes as ſhall appear moſt necetlary effectually to prevent the 
like practices in iuture, which petitioners truſt will be a means 
ot reviviug their declining trade. 
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The bill for the better collection of his Majeſty's revenue 
ailing from forfeited recognizances was read the third time. 
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Mr. GRATTAN faid he hoped that a clauſe might be re- Mr Giatten, 


ceived by way of rider, that the conſtable be appointed as col- 
je gor of the forfeited recognizances, in order to ſave the ex- 
peace to the county of paying an additional ſalary, 


The ATTORNEY GENFRAL ſaid that the buſineſs of the Tie Haven 
collector would be fo multifarious and complicated as to take ney General, 


up bis time entirely in this office, without performing the du- 
tics of any other, He muſt be oblized to traverſe the country 
twice every year, and allo to come up twice duting the ſame 
period to the Exchequer, in order to give in his accounts; he 
is likewiſe to ſearch after thoſe who have forfeited, aud to 
point out their perſons, and even ſeize on their proper- 
ty; and indeed it mull be an office of fo very diſagreeable a 
nature (as almoſt every man in the county would be againſt 
bim) that it would be difficult to find perſons to diſcharge the 
ofice z and if conilables were appointed, it might occaſion, 
through their 1nexperience in ſuch matters, a confuſion in the 
accounts of the Exchequer, 


The order of the day was read for receiving the report on 
the bill for preventing frauds in obtaining bounties on corn, 


SirEDwAarD CRoFTON faid he was abſent at the time it went 
through the committee, but he happened to read it that morn- 
ing, and thought it one of the ſtrangeſt bills that he ever knew 
to be received in that Houſe 3 its tendency was to lay a penny 
on each barrel of corn when weighed, and conſequently was 
encroaching on the funds appropriated for the payment of the 
corn bounties z he would therefore move that the bill be re- 
ported on the firſt of Auguſt. 


The CaaxcrLlLlox or THe Exen kau faid that 
there was no fund appropriated for the payment of corn boun- 
ties, for while there was a guinea in the revenue, the bounties 
were liable to be paid, Something that had failen from the 
honourable baronet, urged him to declare, that under the 
preſent adminiſtration, more money was given to the encour- 
agement of the arts, manufaCtures, and fiſheries, than had 
been ever known at any former period whatever. He menti- 
oned in particular, the whale fiſhery bill which had recently 
paſſed. Fraudz, he ſaid, did exiſt under the former mode of 
giving the bounties, which he had known himſelf, and that 
this law would be the means of ſaving at leatt three thouſand 
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pounds a year to the revenue, which was undoubtedly an ob- 
ject of very particular importance. | 


Sir Francis HuTcurnsoNn obſerved, that he had made 
ſeveral objeQions to the bill on its being reported on Thurſday, 
but that on a more attentive peruſal of the bill, ſome of thoſe 
objections ſtruck him tn a ſtill ſtronger light, particularly with 
reſpect to the exemption from weighing the corn and flour con- 
figned to corn- factors in Dublin. He ſaid the bill made it ne- 
ceſlary that this new officer, the inſpeQor, do weigh all other 
corn and flour artiving coaſtways at Dublin, but left it option- 
al, whether he ſhould, or ſhould not, weigh tuch as thould 
come conſigned to corn- factors. If it was neceffary to ſuper- 
add weighing, this infpe&or, to the many checks enacted by 
a former law againſt frauds as to this bounty, why not extend 
that neceſſity to every part of the corn? Or if there was any 
part of the corn which did not require that additional check, 


why give the officer the penny per barrel for that part which 


did not require that check? He ſaid this exemption would in- 


duce all the owners to conſign their own corn and flour to thete 


factors, in hope of eſcaping the inconvenience of having it 
weighed at its difembarkation; and that the inſpector would 
have a double motive not to execute this part of his office, 
which part, however, the patron of the bill declared to be ne- 
ceſſary to prevent fraud, as this non · execution might procure 
him a gratification from the owner, to induce him not to inſiſt 
on weighing it, and as it would ſave him a great deal of trou- 
ble, and he knew he ſhould get his penny per barrel whether 
he did or did not weigh it, he would therefore move to ex- 


punge the words, or infpeRed as herein after mentioned,” 


obſerving, that if they were expunged, this new inſpectot 
would not receive the penny per barrel upon any Corn but 
what he ſhould actually weigh. 


A diviſion on the queſtion was not inſiſted on, as there were 
not forty members in the Houſe, and fo the bill paſſed without 
amendment. + 


The bill for regulating public jails throughovt this kingdom 
vas read a third time, and ordered to the Lords for their con- 


- CUTrence, TP 


Mr, Cvrre read, in his place, a petition that he had te- 
ceived from the freeholders of the county Mayo, againſt the 
bill for the better execution of the laws and the reform of magil- 
tracy. He ſaid it was unanimouſly agreed to at a meeting fe- 


. 


uch he thought 
it was his duty to preſent it. | | 


—— 


petition could not poſſibly be preſeated in proper time. 
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The ATTorney General fiid he knew the county of The Attor- 
Mayo, and that there were magiſtrates in it who were a dif. ne) General. 
grace to the office they held. Some wiſhed no reform what- 
ever, or that the laws ſhould be executed as put in force, while 
others entertained an opinion diametrically oppoſite. Thus 
it happened that there was a petition both for and againſt the 
meaſure alluded to. For his part, he thought it unparliamen- 
tary to receive a petition after the bill had paſſed the Houle, 
They might, he ſaid, with propriety petition the Lords, 


Mr. W. P'. Jonts faid he had alſo a petition in his pocket Mr. W. T. 
from his conſtituents to the ſame purpoſe, but from the preci- Jones. 
pitancy with which the bill was carried through the Houle, the 


The queſtion was put on the petition's being recetved, and 
a diviſion called for, n | 


Aves — 16 


Noes — 47. 


. ” 
” CEE — _ —_ > * 
. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 1787. 


The Houſe met and went through ſome buſineſs, but there 
was no debate. 


oy nn —__ * * , * * 


Monpay, APRIL 16, 1787. 


The Houſe took into conſideration the report of the com- 
mittee on Mr, Orde's ſyſtem of education. 


Mr. Bxowne (of the College) faid he muſt complain of Mr-Browae. 
the hardſhip of being called upon to approve propoſitions, 
which perhaps on a maturer conſideration, he might condemn 
before next ſeſſion. It was ſaid gentlemen were not tied down ; 
but how could they conveniently refuſe to axecute next ſeſſion, 
if they approved durin: this? Notwithſtanding all that had 
been ſafd of the clearneſs and ſimplicity of the propoſitions; 
he was not yet able to ſee how far he might, by giving his 
aiſent, conduce to much ill and miſchief. It was doubtful 
yet how far the ſyſtem tended to hurt the proteſtant charter- 
ſchools, and to oppoſe their deſign, and the ſpirit of their in- 
ſtation ? whether new ſchemes, new funds, new expences, 
were wanting to anſwer the purpoſes of education? or whe- 
tier the old ones, with a little new life and ſpirit infuſed into 
hem, might do, was not to him ſelf-evident, on the 


* 
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fhort view he had taken of the ſubject; provincial ſchools ap- 
peared very Utopian. Were perſons to be taught there to 
make ſhoes mathematically, or to dig potatoes geometrically, 
or to take the meaſure of a man for a coat, as Swift's philo- 
fophers did at Laputa, with a quadrant. Then as to the great 
claſſical fchool—he was by no means fatisfied that a very great 
fchool contributed much to learning. —— here are man 
ſchools in this kingdom which produce excellent ſcholars. He 
was fure a very great ſchool was hoſtile to morals: unleſs he 
was much miſinformed, boys at the great Englith fchools are 
debauched at a very early age, and indeed, with all faſhionable 
vices to a degree ſcarce to be conceived. The right honour- 
able gentleman ſeemed much to miſtake the ſtate of this coun- 
iy. We are not ſuch fops in learning as elfewhere. We are 
not ſo much accuſtomed to bring forward, in private company, 
a little ſmattering of quotation and general obſervation, az 
others do, to dazzle thoſe who are not quite ſuch great ſmat- 
rerers as themſelves z nor are we fo much accuſtomed in public 
haps, to weave chaplets of falſe flowers, to crown our own 
ds, or to pronounce declamations on Dering vim promovit 


_ #&nfitam, with as much pomp, as if our theme had been ſome 


newly diſcovered fragment of claſlic ore, and as if nobody 
had read Horace, till exotics came to teach it to us; but in 
folidity we were nothing deficient. Would any man ſay the 
clergy or the lawyers of this country were ignorant ? Where 
wete they bred? In this country, Would any man ſay the 
judges of the land were ignorant ? Where were they bred ? 
Moſt of them in this country. The men at the head of affairs 
in this kingdom were almoſt all bred in this country. Would 
the right honourable gentleman accufe them of ignorance? Why 


then thould he ſay that for lack of leurning the land periſhes; 


an obſervation which had been made general, without confn- 
ing it, where it might have been juſt, to the loweit orders. 
He ſaid he was a friend to the idea of our ſchools attending 
more to compoſition, and to their having one general plan of 
education. But who was to fix that plan? Not, perhaps, 
the Secretary of a. Viceroy, who, by his own confeſſion, could 
not, in the midft of all his avocations, and the noiſe and rict 
of a court, much attend, it he were ever fo capable, It was 
rather inſulting to us, that perſons from England mult teach 
us how to improve the educatton of the youth of the land, and 
the principal inſiructots of the riſing geveretion here ſhould not 
be thought worthy of being coniulicd, Oxford indeed pro- 
duced fome miracles of learning, but arguments muſt be drawn 
from men on an average, and on an average in the ſciences we 
would not yield to them, and in claſſical learning, not in 
elſentials. However, he believed the whole was a put, to 
give eclat to Mr. Orde, and that there never bad been any 
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ſerious intention of executing the ſcheme. As to a ſecond. 
Univerſity, he declared he could not be againſt it if there was 
any neceſſity, but he could fee none. He concluded by ſay- 
ing, he could not poſſibly vote for the reſolutions, if that vote 
tended to take away the liberty of oppoſing them, if he ſhould 
think it right another ſeſſion. 


When the reſolution, that another Univerſity might be uſe- 
ful, was read, Mr. Browne moved to amend it, by adding 
the words, "0 ap might not. 1 


Sir FAN HS HurcHiIxso ſaid the right honourable gen- Sir Francs 
tleman had in the committee, in his preface to the fourth reſolu- Hutchinſaa. 


tion, intimated a deſign of ſubſtituting theſe by degrees to tke 
charter ſchools, and had objected to them as not well condu&- 
ed, and being ſmall and diſtant from each other. 

He ſaid, in anſwer to thoſe objedtions, that the negligence 
of the local committees had occafioned defects in ſome of them, 
which had been, for thoſe defects, ſuppteſſed, but that, from 
his own knowledge, he could ſay, ſeveral of them were well 
conducted; that if the right honourable gentleman would com- 
pare the hoſpitals, infirmaries, and other public inſtitutions in 
Ireland, with thoſe of England and Holland, he would find 
them (our Univerſity excepted) as inferior in point of clean- 
lineſs, and order, to the ſimilar inſtitutions of thoſe countriesg 
as our charter ſchools were to their ſchools z—in England, rei- 
pectable gentlemen viſit and inſpect the hoſpitals in their towns. 
As to the objeQion of the charter ſchools being ſmall and 
diſtant, he thought the children who filled them, being of the 
very pooreſt ſort, and deſtined for the very loweſt claſſes of 
the ſociety, were much likelier to be contented with their 


condition, by being educated there, than by being collected 


into one ſchool in each province (as that reſolution expreſs) y 
directed) which provincial ſchool, the right honourable gen- 
emen had, in committee, ſaid was intended for a middle 
rank of chiidren, and ſuperior to the pariſh ſcholars, and ia 
which, therefore, they would be continually mortified, by 
ſeeing boys of the rank immediately above them, bred up with 
much higher views, and for ſtations in life much more reſpected 
than thoſe which themſelves muſt fill. 


Another argument in favour of diſperſed ſchools was, that 


three or four hundred boys were, in his mind, much eaſier go- 
verned by ten or twenty maſters in diſlant ſchools, than col- 
lected in one. 

He obſerved that for forty years the charity ſchools had 
been recommended in the ſpeech from the throne, and that the 
new light on this ſubject muſt how but very lately indeed il- 
luminated our councils, aso. months ago the Lord 
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Lieutenant's ſpeech had recommended them, and parliament 
had by its anſwer, approved them. 

He aſked, was it intended becauſe we had very wiſelv laid 
aſide even the appearance cf coercion, to abandon alſo the 
mezns of perſuaſion? But whatever parliament might think 
proper to do with the ſums they allotted to this inflitution, he 
truſted they would not meddle with the bequeſts of individuals 
which they had appropriated to this tpecitic purpole, and ou-lit 
to be deemed ſacred, If they did, he believed there would be 
no future Charitable legacies in lrelard. | 


Mr. Srewanr (of Killymoon) ſaid, as he did not think 
himſelf bound to adopt exactly every part of the right honour- 


able gentleman's plan, be would not give it any oppoſition, 


There was, indeed, a great part of it moſt liberal and excel. 
lent; perhaps it had ſome defeats; but they are by no means 
ſuch as would juſtity an oppoſition to the whole, One defect 
he feared was, that the benefits of education in the middle and 
higher ranks were to be conkned to perſons of the church cf 
England only; he might be miſtaken, but he wiſhed the right 
honourable gentleman to explain. 


Mr. Oz Dx aſſured the honourable gentleman that he had 
miſapprehended what he had oficicd on the point alluded to, 
Throughout the whole plan the Denefts of education were to 
be equally imparted to all without diſtinction of religion; but 
children of whatever diviſion, who were to be maintained as 
well as educated at the expence of the ſtate, ſhould according 
to his original poſition (the propriety of which, he trutted, 
would not be denied) be brought up in the eſtablifted religion 
of the ſtate. As to the fears expreſſed by another honourable 
gentleman, that the protefiant charter-ſchools would be fufier- 
ed to fink, they could have no foundation in any thing that 
he had faid z on the contrary, he had expteſsly declared, that 
it was determined to maintain and improve them, to change 
them from being the ſcat of filth and wretchedneſs, and to 
make them comfortable afylums in wich poor children of a 
certain deſcription ſhould ſtill be received and educated ; and 
that any boys of brilliant talents found there ſhould be advanced 
into the middle clas. I Gps 


Mr. ST:zwarT (of Killymoon) declared that the right ho- 
nourable gentleman had peifectiy cleared up his doub s; and 
that he was fully ſatisfied as to the objection he had tiuried, 
He took this opportutity of mentioning to the right honourable 


' gentiemap a petition he had the honour to pretent from the 


Preſbyterian > ynod af Ulſter, retpeQting the education of their 
youth deſigned. for the minittzy of the goſpel; as the Houſe 
was ſo empty he laid hy would not, wv ithout the content ot the 


night honourable gentleman, make any motion on the ſubject, but 
it him in mind that it was offered on behalf of four hundred 
tioufand dutiful and loyal proteſtant ſubjects. 
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N. Oak expreſſed a wiſh that the honourable gentleman Mr. Orde. 


would not at this time urge that buſineſs forward. 


Mr. Mo L xN Ex ſaid that a doubt having ariſenin a worthy Mr. Moty- 


bironet's mind concerning bequeſts that had been made to the . 
proteſtant charter-ſchools, he felt himſelf called upon, being 
the reprefentative of a perſon who had made very liberal 
dequeſts to that inſtitution 3 and he declared that if he enter- 
ined a doubt that the charter-ſchools were to be injured, he 
would ule every endeavour to fruſtrate the ſcheme ; but he was 
o thoroughly convinced that there was no ſuch intention, but 
that on the contrary, the wiſe and liberal plan of the right 
honourable gentleman, for which he deſerved the thanks of the 
nation, tended as much to promote the object of the charter- 
{chools, as to improve the general ſyſtem of education through- 
gut the kingdom, that therefore it ſhould have his moſt decid- 
ed ſupport. | 


The reſolutions were then ſeverally put, and unanimouſly 
agreed to by the Houſe, except that which relates to a ſecond 
univerſity; on that Mr. Browne moved his amendment, which, 
however, not being ſupported, the reſolution was put and car- 
tied without further oppoſition. 4 


It was then reſolved, that an humble addreſs be preſented to 
bis Grace the Lord Lieutenant, requeſting his Grace to give 
ditections that there be laid before this Houſe, on the firſt day 
of the next ſeſſion of pariiament, an exact return of the nume; 
ber and preſent ſtate of pariſh ſchools and ſchool-houſes 
throughout this kingdom; and alſo the particulars of all grants, 
nations or other proviſions of any kind, in land or money, 
tor the endowment of the {aid (ſchools, or any of them, or for, 
tie ute of the ſchoolmaſters of the ſame, or any of them reſ- 
pectively; with the antient and preſent denomination and va- 
lue of ſuch lands, and in whoſe occupation and under what 
title they were held on the 25th of March 1787. Alſo, an 
exact return of the amount, application and expenditure of 
che funds of every denomination under the care and magagęe- 
ment of the incorporated ſociety for proteſtant charter ſchools, 
and of the government ef Eraſmus Smich's ſchools ; with an 
account of the different authorities by teſtament, charter, ſta- 
tute, or otherwiſe, under which thele applications and expen- 
ditures have been made, and a copy of the ſettled accounts, 
properly authenticated, of the incorporations aforeſaid, for 
three years laſt paſt. Alſo, accounts of the number and pres, 
ſeat ſtate of dioceſan ſchools and ſchool-houlcs, throughout 
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this kingdom; and alfo the particulars of all grants, donetions 
or other proviſions of any kind, in land or money, made in 


venth Wilkham III. chap. 4. twelfth George J. chay, 
9. and twenty=ninth George II. chap. 7. for the eftabliſhmer; | 
and maintenance of dioceſan ichools and ſchool-houſes, or 
any of them, or in any otherwife whatever, for the endownent 
of the ſaid diocefan ſchools, or any of tizem, or for the ule of 
the ſchool-maſters of the ſame in ſuccetlion reſpectively, or 
any of them; with the antient and preſent denomination and 
value of ſuch lands, and in whoſe occupation and under what 
title they were held on the 25th of Maich, 1957. And alſo, 
for preparing plans of the neceffary buildings and other ar. 
rangements for forming and eſtabliſhing the ſeveral ſpecies of | 
fchovls and: ſchool-houfes, and ſuitable conveni=ncies to be 
annexed thereto, with eflimates of the expence thereof, dit. 
tinguiſhed under ſeparate heads, and accompanied with ob- 
fervations reſpecting ſituations, and other circumſtances moſt 
proper for the ſame. 


A petition of the maſters and owners of veſſels employed in 
the fifheries on the north weſt coaſt of this kingdom, whoſe 
names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe | 
and read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners have been from 
their infancy employed in the fiſheries, in which line they have 
ſupported themſelves, their wives and families, and embarked 
their whole properties; and they beg leave to inform the 
Houſe that all their bounties are ſtopped for informalities, 
which the petitioners could not prevent or remedy, and for 
Which they beg leave to aſſure the Houſe they are in no fault, 
ber by means thereof are likely to be reduced to the greateſt 
Gftreſs, and unleſs reheved by the Houſe they with their fa- 
milies will be beggared and rendered incapable of following 
che fiſheries any longer; that the petitioners, in order as far as 
in their powers to conform with the act of parliament, at- 
rended at the cuſtom-houſe of Newry on the 25th of October 
laſt, the day appointed by act of parijament for meaſuring and 
clearing out their veſſels for the fiſheries, but which they could 
not get done becauſe the furveyors and in ſpectors appointed by 
law refuſed to do fo, faying they could not comply with the 
act by taking the oath thereby directed, and that the certifi- 
cates were not printed or ſent dow! ; und the petitioners hum- 
bly conceive it was impoſlible for them to comply exactly with 
the act, or to prevail on the infpeQors or ſurveyors appointed 
by law to take the oath directed by the act of parliament now 
in force for the regulation and extenſion of the fiſheries, for 
che rcalons aforeſaid; that petittoncrs, in hopes of obtaining 
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their bounties, were put to a weighty expence in providing 
ſtaves, hoops, Irith canvas, falt and barrels, &c. &c. agreea- 
ble to act of parliament, all which petitioners got on credit on 
the ſtrength of receiving their bounty, and which would have 
enabled them to pay for the ſame, but without which they are 
utterly unable to pay; that when the ſurveyors appointed by 
Jaw refuſed to certify anꝗ ſwear for the petitioners? veſſels, the 
petitioners then ſtated thioregoing facts co the honourable the 
chief commiſſioners of revenue, who pitying the petitioners 
diſtreſſed .fituation, o 


q e 13th day of November laſt wrote 
Wy to the colleQor of Newry, to inform the ſurveyors and in- 
a ſpeQors, and all Ne- concerned, to draw their certificates 
. as nearly in the form of thoſe pointed out by the legiſlature as 
of they could do and ſafely ſwear to, and for the petitioners then 
be to proceed to the fiſhery, and perform what requiſites they 


could, as near to the ſpirit and intention of the act of parlia- 
ment as poſſible, and to truſt to the wiſdom of the Houſe to 
make proviſion for their being allowed their ſeveral bounties 
where their claims ſhould appear juſt and equitable z that the 
petitioners, on hearing ſuch orders, had their veſſels meaſured 
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in and eleared out, and immediately proceeded to the fiſhing, 

Ph and performed every requiſite in their power, as near to the 

ris ac of parliament as they could, but to add to their diſtreſs the 

ws fiſhing turned out very unfortunate; that the petitioners, on 

Ve their returning from the fiſhing, cauſed their ſeveral bounty 

ed papers, purſuant to the orders of the ſaid commiſſioners of the 

the revenue, to be forwarded to Dublin, in hopes there to be 

es, ow in the uſual manner; but the petitionets inform the 

far ouſe that the petitioners papers and bounty have been there 

alt, ſtopped, becauſe the petitioners had not their certificates as pre- 

teſt ſceribed by law, or had not cleared out agreeable to the act, 

fs although the petitioners beg leave to ſuggeſt to the Houſe they \ 

5 could not, for the reaſons before mentioned, procure ſuch cer- 
"© tificates, and therefore could not have cleared out in time, as 

ata fully appears by the ſaid letter from the ſaid commiſſioners | 
ober that unleſs the Houſe will conſider particularly the petitioners 
100 ſituation, and relieve them, the petitioners will be, beggared, 4 
i for their veſſels will be ſeized on by their creditors, or their - 15 
d by badies thrown into a gaol, and the petitianers will be obliged 'y 
the to quit a profeſſion whereby they have maintained themſelves 1 
rtifi- and their numerous families for a ſeries of years, and the cre- 

um- ditors of ſeveral of the petitioners have already threatened to 

with proceed againſt them, and unleſs very ſhortly relieved by the 
inted Houſe the petitioners with their families will be ruined z that 
Ow the petitioners caſe can be fully proved by the colleQor- 
„ for and ſurveyors of the port of Newry ; and therefore praying 
ining telief. — — | | | 
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A petition of the high ſheriff and grand jury of the county 
of Meath, aſſembled at lent aſſizes, 1787, and alſo of the 
Corporations of Navan, Trim and Kells, and the inhabitants of 
thoſe towns and neighbourhood, whoſe names are thereunto 
ſubſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe and read ; ſetting forth, 
that for ſome years paſt the ſalmon fiſhery of the river Boyne 
has conſiderably declined, owing, as petitioners believe and are 
Informed, to the number of weirs have been ereQted under 
the direction of the late navigatio d between the towns 
of Drogheda and Navan, and to th icular conſtruction of 
ſaid wetrs, by which the race of the ſalmon up the river haz 
been in a great meaſure: prevented; that from the ſalmon not 
being pernutted to. have a paſſage up the river at the ſeaſon of 
ſpawning the fiſhery will be totally deſtroyed, and ſuch fiſh az 
at preſent remain are mace the property of the perſons poſſeſſ- 
ing ſaid weirs, who thus convert to their private advantage 
what ought to be a public benefit; that previous to the erection 
of ſaid. weirs ſalmon was uſually ſold in the town of Navan at 
one penny per pound, and that at preſent they are ſcarcely to 
be purchaſed upon any terms; that this grievance is particu- 
lacly oppreſſive to the poor of this country, who are obliged to 
pay conſiderably high for proviſions of all forts ſince the price 
of ſalmon has been encreaſed, and who are now in times of 
ſcarcity deprived of the reſource they formerly enjoyed ; that 
the petitioners, from the beſt information, are induced to ſup- 
poſe that the ſalmon filbery might be reſtored to its original 
perfection without injury either to the navigation or to the 
public mills erected in the vicinity of ſaid wetrs, and that to 
raiſe the navigation and mill weirs on each fide, ſo as to cauſe 
all the waſte water to flow in one body in the centre of the 
river, would effeQually anſwer theſe uſeful purpoſes z and 


therefore praying relief. | 
The Houſe adjourned till Thurſday next. 


TuursDar, APRIL 19, 1787. 


geveral engroſſed bills were ſent down from the Lords, but 


there was no debate. 


Farvav, APRIL 20, 1787. 


* An officer from the Rolls-office preſented to the Houſe, pur- 
ſuant to their order, copics of all the rolls which have been 


5 My op by- 


tranſmitted to and depoſited in the Rolls- office of this kingdom, 
containing the names, titles, additions and places of abode of 
ſuch perſons as have taken the oath preſcribed by the ſtatute of 
the thirteenth and. fourteenth years of his preſent Majeſty, in- 
ticled ** An act to enable his Majeſty's ſubjects of whatever 
perſuaſion to teſtify their allegiance to him ;“ ſpecifying the 
time when they reſpectively took the ſaid oath. 


1 - F 
+ . 


SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 1787. 


The Houſe took into conſideration the amendments made by 
the Lords to the bill for the preſervation of the game; agreed 
to three of the amendments, amended the fourth amendment, 
and ordered the bill back to the Lords for their concurrence. 


Several other bills were received from the Lords, and order- 
ed to be carried to the Lord Lieutenant. 


* 
8 „ 1 
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Mox DAV, APRIL 23, 178). 


The Houſe met, and aſter reading ſome bills returned from 


the Lords, adjourned to Monday the 7th of May next. 


5 
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MonDav, Mar 7, 1787. 


The following meſſage was received from his Grace the Lord 
Lieutenant by the Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod: 


« Mr. Speaker, | | 
“e It is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this 
Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.“ 


Accordingly the Speaker, with the Houſe, went to attend 
his Grace, and being returned, the Speaker reported that the 
Houſe had attended his Grace the Lord Lieutenant in the 
Houſe of Peers, where his Grace was pleaſed to give the royal 
aſſent to the following bills: 

| PUBLIC BILLS. Es 
1. An act for granting to his Majeſty the duties therein men 
tioned, to be paid to the 1 of the Royal Exchange. 
2 
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2. An act for the further increaſe of ſhipping and navigation. 


3. An act for promoting the improvement of ports and har- 
bours in this kingdom. | 


4. An act for continuing an act, intitled 4 AnaQfor a- 
cilitating the trade and intercourſe between this. kingdom and 
the United States of America.“ X | 


5. An add for granting the ſeveral ſums therein mentioned for 
certain pious and charitable purpoſes, _ 


6. An ad for granting the ſum of five thouſand pounds to 
the Dublin Society, for the purpoſes therein mentioned. 


7. An ad to explain and amend an aQ paſſed in the eleventh 
and twelfth years of his preſent Majeſly, intitled “ An act 
for badging ſuch poor as ſhall be found unable to ſupport them- 


| ſelves by labout, and otherwiſe providing for them, and for 


reſtraining ſuch as ſhall be found able to ſupport themſelves by 
labour or induſtry from begging.” 5 


8. An act for amending and making perpetual an act, intitled 
4 An act for buying and ſelling all ſorts of corn and meal, and 
other things therein mentioned, by weight, and for the more 
effectual preventing of frauds committed in the buying and 
ſelling theteof “ 6 1200 


9. An act to tender more effectual an act, intitled © An act 
for the more ſpeedy and eaſy recovery of ſmall debts in the 
Manor Courts within this kingdom, and fof regulating the coſts 
of proceedings for the purpoſes therein,” 

PRIVATE BILLS. 


1. An ad for veſting: in truſtees. the ſettled eſtates of Ralph 
Carl of Roſs in the counties of Galway and Donegall, in order 
to be ſold or mortgaged for the payment of his debts, and for 
ſettling the unſettled eſtate of the ſaid Ralph Earl of Roſs in the 
county of Fermanagh, and other eſtates to be purchaſed, in the 
place and ſtead of ſaid eſtate ſo to be ſold or mortgaged as afore- 
faid, and for other purpoſes, . $00 RE 

2. An act for veſling certain lands and premiſſes, the eſtate 
of Stephen Creaghe Butler, Eſq; in truſtees, to be ſold for 
the payment of 'debts, and for other purpoſes therein men- 
tioned.” DIC. | 1 31 5 

3. An act for veſting certain lands therein mentioned, late 
the eſtate of Charles M Donnell, of Newhall, in the county of 
Clare, Eſq; deceaſed, in truſtees, | for payment of the debts 
and incumbrances affecting the ſame, and for other purpoſes 


— 


chrrein mentioned. 
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4, An act for veſting certain lands in truſtees, to be ſold for 
da ment of the debts of John Hyde, of Cregg, in the county of 
Cork, Eſq; and for ſecuring and ſettling certain other lands in 
jeu thereof to and for the ſame uſes and purpoſes as the lands 
intended to be ſold are now ſettled, 


5. An act for veſting in truſtees the eſtates of Sir James Nu- 
gent of Donore in the county of Weſtmeath, Baronet, for the 
z:rpoſe of raiſing money to diſcharge the original incumbrances 
edding the ſame, and to pay the debts of the ſaid Sir James 
Nogent 3 and alſo for providing and ſettling a jointure on Ma- 
n Nugent, wife of Peter Nugent, Eſq; the only brother of 
the ſaid Sir James Nugent, | 


The CHANCELLOR or THE ExCHEQUER informed the The Chan- 
Houſe that it was his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that Gow of the 
te Houſe do adjourn itſelf until this day ſe'nnight. xchequer. 


The honourable Mr. Hewi r preſented to the Houſe, ac- Mr. Hewitt. 


wording to order, a bill to vindicate the laws, which have been 
| poſsly violated by clandeſtinely conveying out of this kingdom 
© to parts beyond the ſeas, out of his Majeſty's dominions, the 
d xifon of Jerico Preſton, commonly called Lord Viſcount Gor- 
minton, a minor under the age of twelye years, and for other 

& purpoſes. _ . —_ | 

b And then the Houſe adjourned to Monday the 1 4th inſtant, 
ph Monvpay, Mav 14s 1787, 

„ e following meſfage was received from his Grace the Lord 
lt Leutenant by the Gentleman Ulher of the Black Rod: 

the * Mr. Speaker, : 

_ t is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this 
BY baſe do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.” 

- Accordingly the Speaker, with the Houſe, went to attend 
pe : Grace, and being returned, the Speaker reported that the 

25. uſe had attended his Grace the Lord Lieutenant in the 
1 uſe of Peers, where his Grace was pleaſed to give the royal 
late lent to the following bills: | 

bo . An act for the better collection of his Majeſty's revenue, 

4 on (for the continuation and amendment of ſeveral laws hereto- 


made for that purpoſe. 


2, An act for regulating the production of manifeſts, and for 
re effe ctually preventing fraudulent practices in obtaining 
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ployed in the fiſhery for the Dublin market, whoſe names 2 
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bounties and drawbacks, and in the clandeſtine relan 


F 
goods, 15 


3. An act for the ſupport and encouragement of the fiſheric: 
carried on in the Greenland Seas and Davis's Streights. 
4. An act to prevent the forging, ſelling or otherwiſe impro | 
perly diſpoſing of Mediterranean paſſes. 


Then the Houſe adjourned to Manday the 21ft inſt, 


_ I” Y” . ND IUT———E—_—C———RYy La. 34 * 


Mo N DAY, Marv 21, 1787. | 


A petition of the ſeveral owners of veſſels or wherries end 


fl 
thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe and read; fet 
ting forth, that the petitioners expended what property the 
had, and likewife what they could raiſe by the afliſtance 
their friends, in building wherries for the fiſhery; and havin 
properly manned and equipped them agreeable to act of par 
ament, they have been for ſome years paſt employed int 
fiſhery for the ſupply of the Dublin market, and have regular!) 
at the end of each year, been paid the-annual tonnage bount 
without whieh they could never have kept their wherries « 
ſupported their crews; and as uſual, when the time for pa) 
ment of the bounty came round, they applied for it, and pe 
formed the requilites hitherto, required by the law, but hay 
not yet obtained it for the laſt year, the examinator not havi 


paſſed their papers; that the petitioners moſt humbly apply 4 
the humanity and juſtice of the Houſe, upon the act of will by 
they expended their all in building their wherries ; and bavih tio. 
to the laſt year received the bounty, on the certain expectan * 
of which their families have exiſted, and without which? * 
they mult be inevitably ruined, and a number of men put oil ... 
of employ, a burthen on the public, who have hitherto coil u. 
fiderably contributed to the ſupport of that public ; and the. 5 
fore praying relief of the Houle, « , 
The following meſſage was received from his Grace the L ao 
Lieutenant by the Gentleman Uther of the Black Rod: year 
« 
| 46 M.. Speaker, 10 1 
* It is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that Wii « ;; 
* Houfe do attend him in the Houſe of Peers.“ « fg 
Accordingly the Speaker, with the Houſe, went to atte lu 
his Grace; and re the Speaker reported that 10 
Houſe had attended his Grace the Lord Lieutenant in UN guali 


1787. . 


Houſe of Peers, where his Grace was pleaſed to give the 
toyal aſſent to the following bills: | 
PUBLIC HILLS, 


1. An act for granting to his Majeſty the ſeveral dutie 


offices. 


2. An act for the better regulation of hackney carriages, 
hackney ſedans, and porters plying for hire in the city of Dub- 
lin, or within ſeven miles thereof, and for transferring the 
receipt and management of certain duties from the governors 
of the Foundling Hoſpital and Work- houſe in the ſaid city to 
the commiſſioners of police. | 


3. An a for the better execution of the law, and preſerva- 
tion of the peace within counties at large. 


extenſion of the fiſheries on the coaſts of this kingdom. 


5. An act for granting the ſeveral ſums therein mentioned 


for certain public uſes, and for the other purpoſes therein men- 
tioned, | 


6. An act for the better collection of his Majeſty's revenue 
ailing from forfeited recognizances. 


7. An act to prevent frauds in obtaining bounties under 
ſeveral laws now in force for the encouragement of agriculture, 
ind for rendering the carriage of corn to the city of Dublin leſs 
expenſive, = | 


pply 8. An act for direQing the application of the funds granted 


F whiq by parliament for promoting and carrying on inland naviga- 
 havidgh tions in this kingdom, and for the purpoſes therein mentioned. 


rer 9. An ad for amending an act made in the eleventh and 
aich i telſth years of his preſent Majeſty's reign, intitled“ An 
Pt "i © a for badging ſuch poor as ſhall be found unable to ſup- 

port themtelves by labour, and otherwiſe providing for 
them, and for reſtraining ſuch as ſhall be found able to ſup- 
* port themſelves by labour or induſtry from begging ;*” and 
alſo to amend an act made in the thirteenth and fourteenth 
years of his preſent Majeſty's reign, intitled “ An act for 
* amending an act made in the then laft ſeſſion of parliament, 
* intitled an act for badging ſuch poor as ſhall be found unable 


the Li 


that 


for them, and for reſtraining ſuch as ſhall be found able to 
to a ſupport themſelyes by labour or induſtry from begging.” 
2 mg an” | 


nt in Bi euilify themſelyes according to law. 


therein mentioned, and for the better regulation of lottery 


4. An act to amend an act for the further improvement and 


to ſupport themſelves by labour, and otherwiſe providing. 


10. An act for the relief of perſons who have omitted to | 


$IÞ 


— — a4 - 
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11. An act for amending an act, intitled“ An at for giC. 
© charging certain arrears of quit, crown and compoſition 
*< rents which have been growing due for twenty years laſt. 
«« paſt, on the terms and in the manner therein mentioned.“ 


12. An act to continue an act paſſed in the eleventh year of 
his preſent Majeſty's reign, intitled “ An act to oblige ſhip; 
«© more effeQually to perform their quarantine, and for the 
<< better preventing the plague being brought from foreien 
<< parts into Ireland, and to hinder the ſpreading of infection. 


13. An act to explain and amend an act paſſed in the twen- 


. ty-ſixth year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, intitled“ An act 


«© for amending and carrying more effectually into force the 
<< ſeveral laws now in being for regulating the public gao!s 
and priſons throughout this kingdom. 


14. An act for preventing the wilful deſtruction of turnpike 
gates, and for the better ſecuring the payment of tolls at tuck 


gates. 


15. An act to explain and amend an act paſſed in the nine- 
teenth and twentieth years of his preſent Majeſty, intitled 
An act for making and keeping in repair a road to lead from 
e the town of Nenagh in the county of Tipperary, to O'Brien's 
5 Bridge in the County of Clare.” | 


16. An act for improving and repairing the turnpike road 
from Dublin to Dunlcer. 


17. An ad for improving and repairing the turnpike road 


leading from the city of Dublin to Kilcullen-bridge in the 


county of Kildare, and to the twenty-one mile ſtone, veſt- 
ward of the ſaid bridge. | | 


18. An act to amend an act, intitled ** An act for continu- 
ing and amending the ſeveral laws relative to the repairs of 
5 the turnpike road leading from Dublin to Mullingar, and 
for effectually enabling the truſtees thereof to widen the 


„ narrow parts leading from Chapelizod to Dublin, on the 


«© north and ſouth ſides of · the river Liffey.” | 
19. An act to puniſh more effeQtually perſons who ſhall 


ſteal any old lead, iron bars or rails, or iron or braſs knockers. 


20. An act to enable all eccleſiaſtical perſons and bodies, 
rectors, vicars and curates, and impropriators, and thoſe de- 
riving by, from or under them, to recover a juſt compenſation 
for the tithes withheld from them in the year one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty-ſix, in the ſeveral counties therein 
mentioned, againſt ſuch perſons who are liable to the ſame. 


— 


PRIVATE BILL. 


An act to remove certain doubts which have ariſen on the 


weill of Henry, Earl of Ely, deceaſed, relative to the reſidence 


of Ann, Counteſs of Ely, within this kingdom. 
The Houſe adjourned to Monday the 28th inſtant, 


— — — — ——— — — — 


MoN DAV, Mar 28, 1787. 


A petition of the owners of fiſhing buſſes, and the fiſhermen 
belonging to the diſtrict of Wicklow, employed in the eaſtern 


coaſt fiſheries, 1786, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read ; ſetting forth, that ſuch 


of the petitioners as are proprietors of fiſhing buſſes, being en- 
couraged by a renewal of the fiſhery act paſſed in this kingdom 


in the ſeventeenth and eighteenth years of his preſent Majeſty, 


extending the bounty on fithing buſſes to the year of ninety, 
and to the end of the then next ſeſſion of parliament, bought 
and built buſſes calculated for the fiſhery, and by large premi- 
ums given to experienced fiſhermen had a number of men in- 
ſtructed in the art of fiſhing, who before they had embarked in 
that occupation were burthens and peſts to the community, but 
are now become uſeful members of it; that ſaid proprietors 


have had their buſſes and boats employed in the bays in ſaid 


diſtrict and the adjacent ſhores with — to themſelves 
and great utility to the public, by ſupplying from their ſmall 
boats in an early part of the fiſhing ſeaſon the country around 
them with freſh fiſh, and by ſending their large buſſes to Dub- 
lin with herrings and other fiſh within eight hours after they 


were Caught, for which and performing the conditions in faid 


act the petitioners received a bounty of twenty ſhillings per 
tun on each buſs; that the petitioners have the laſt ſeaſon paid 
the uſual attention to the filheries, and the regulations required 
by that law, which promiſed ſaid bounty for the term before 
mentioned, and conformable thereto delivered authenticated 
Journals and certificates from the proper offices to the exami- 
ners of fihing journals, who told the petitioners that no bounty 
would be paid, as all the conditions preſcribed in the fiſhery 
act of parliament paſſed the laſt ſeſſion were not performed, all 
which conditions were impoſſible to be performed by their veſ- 


{els being totally unfit for ſuch a voyage as to the Roſſes; that 


{aid proprietors, relying on the faith of parliament, and the 


permanency of the fiſhing act of the ſeventeenth and eighteenth 


of his preſent Majeſty, laid out conſiderable ſums on buſſes, 


boats, nets, &c. in order to proceed with due effect on the 
home fiſhery, in which are contained the benefits to the public 


* . 
"PR 
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before mentioned, but petitioners were nat able to equip their 
buſles to the full extent required by the laſt fiſhing aQ; that 
the faid proprietors, on commencement of the laſt fiſhery, 
entered into engagements for materials and with their men, 
which laſt engagement was to be fulfilled on the bounty being 
paid, which if withheld will totally incapacitate ſaid proprie- 
tors from diſcharging their engagements to their creditors for 
{aid materials, and thoſe fiſhermen who had riſen to a conſider- 
able body will, by being deprived of their only occupation, 
with their wives and children, who were employed ſpinning 
hemp and making nets, to the amount of five hundred fouls and 
upwards, be driven to poverty and deſpair, and obliged to 
emigrate from their countty to feek bread elſewhete; and 


therefore praying relief. 


A petition of the owners, maſters and fiſhermen of the ſeve- 
ral buſſes or veſſels in the diſtrict of Wicklow, lately returned 
from the north weſt fiſhery, whoſe, names are thereunto ſub- 
ſcribed, was prefented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, 
that the petitioners, endeavouring to comply with the late act 


ok the twenty-fifth of the preſent king, for encouragement of 


fiſheries, &c, and reſolving to leave nothing in their power un- 
done in order to entitle them to the bounties therein promiſed, 
did, at an expence they could ill afford, fit out ſaid buſſes in a 
moſt effectual manner, as may appear from the certificates of 
the proper officers and inſpeRors annexed to their premium 
papers and journals; that they proceeded to their reſpective 


rendezyouſes, and thence to the Roſſes, as the place pointed 


out to them particularly by ſaid act; that their fiſhing boats, 


. Nets, buoys, &c. were in the compleateſt order, and their 
- buſſes manned with able and knowing fiſhermen, which men 


were engaged by the owners as ſharers of the profits ariſing 
from the fiſheries, but as unfortunately the uſual quantity of 
fiſh did not this ſeaſon frequent that part of the coaſt, they 
did not complete a full cargo, notwithſtanding their patient 
peifevering four months, and ſome of them longer, in daily 


ex pedtation of more ſucceſs; that they have all brought ſome 


tiſh, from thirty to fixty thouſand herrings each, beſides white 


and rough fiſh; that the petitioners, on receiving the full 


bounty, would be great ſufferers by the voyage, even the 
barrels obtained at great expenſe not being one-third the firſt 
coſt ; that the bounties, as now calculated by the examiner of 
tilting premiums, do not amount to half of the thirty ſhillings 


p Fer tun which the petitioners flattered themſelves they would 


entitled to at their fitting out their veſſels for the kilbertes, 


and even that ſmall part is ſtill further reduced by a deduction 


of one ſhilling per tun for inſpectors; that the petitioners ob- 


tained a credit for many of che materials requiſite for the filbery | 
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on the general opinion of theit being entitled to and receiving 
the whole bounty on their return from the fiſbery, the diſa - 
pointment of which now plunges. them into inextricable diffi- 
culties, and will thereby diſable them from ever embarking in 

the fiſheries again, unleſs relieved by the humanity of parli- 
ament; and therefore praying relief, | 


The following meſſage was received from his Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant by the gentleman uſher of the black rod: 


* Mr. Speaker, 


© Ft is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this 
_ & Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houfe of Peers.“ 


Accordingly the Speaker, with the Houſe, went up to at- 
tend his Grace the Lord Lieutenant in the Houſe of Peers, 
where the royal aſſent was given to the following bills: 


1, An act to empower the cammillioners of his Majeſty's re- 

venue to grant repayments of certain duties on Portugal and 
| Spaniſh wines in certain caſes. | TIT 2 

2. An act for the further explaining and amending the ſeve- 
ral acts now in force for making wide and convenient paſſages 
in the cĩty of Dublin. 5 5 Y | 

3. An act for regulating the baking trade. 

4. An ad for eſtabliſhing market juries in cities. 

5. An act forthe preſervation of the game. 

6. An act to prevent the ſtealing of dogs. 


And then his Grace was pleaſed to make the following ſpeech 
to both Houſes of Parliament: 8 _s 


4 My Lords and Gentlemen, 


In relieving you from further attendance in the preſent 
ſeſſion of parliament, 1 have the ſatisfaction of ſignifying to 
« you his Majeſty's entire approbation of the wife ard vigorous 

meaſures by which you have diſtinguiſhed your ' zeal for the 
preſervation of the public peace, and the tranquility of the 
country. My ſtrenuous exertions ſhall not be wanting to carry 
your ſalutary proviſions into execution, to aſſert the juſt do- 
minion of the laws, and to eftabliſh the ſecurity of property, 
as well as perſonal ſafety, to all deſcriptions of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects in this kingdom. : ' 

* The decided tenor of your conduct aſſures me of your 
continued and cordial aſſiſtance, and that you will with your 
utmoſt influence impreſs upon the minds of the people a full 
conviction what dangerous effects to the general welfare, and 


to the growing profperity of the nation, ariſe from the preva- 
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lence of even partial or temporary diſturbance. Admoniſh 
them, that the benevolent but watchful ſpirit of the legiſlature, 
which induces it to encourage induſtry and exertion, will at the 


fame time be awake to the correction of thole exceſſes which 


are the inſeparable companions of idleneſs and licenious 
diſorder, IN _ 


«6 Genmtlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


* I thank you, in the King's name, for the ſupplies which 
you have ſo chearfully provided for the ſupport of his Majeſty's 
government. You may depend upon their being faithfully 
applied to the purpoſes for which they are granted. ' 

The meaſures yqu have taken for encreaſing public credit, 
and diminiſbing the national debt, are conſonant to that wiſ- 
dom and affection to your country, which have ever diſtioguiſh- 


7 ” 


ed the parliament of Ireland, 
« My Lords and Gentlemen, © 3 

A new and powerful incitement to the national induſtry 
has been opened by the treaty of commerce with France, in 
which the utmoſt attention is manifeſted to the intereſts of Ite- 
land. The claims of this kingdom to an equal participation in 
treaties between Great Britain and Portugal have been ac- 
knowledged by the court of Liſbon. Theſe are decided teſti- 
monjes of his Majeſty's paternal regard, and freſh canfirmations 
of his gracious reſolution to conſider the intereſts of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland as inſeparable, ' A principle which, by unit- 
ing the faculcies and affections of the empire, gives ſtrength and 
ſecurity to every part of it: A principle which, with your 
accuſtomed wiſdom, you have ſtill further corroborated by the 
late arrangement of your law of navigation. 

* The loyalty and attachment of his faithful people of Ire- 
land are highly grateful to the King; and by his Majeſty's ex- 
preſs command I am to affure you of his moſt gracious and af- 
teQtionate protection. To ' tulfil my Sovereign's pleaſure, 
which conliant y direQs me to ſtudy the true happinels of this 
kingdom, is the great and ſettled object of my ambition; and 
upon this baſis I ſhall hope to have eftabliſbed a permanent claim 
to your good opinion, and to the confidence and regard of the 
people of Ireland,” e 


And then the Lord Chancellor declared that it was his Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this parliament be prorogued 
to Tueſday the 24th day of July next ;, and the parliament 
was accordingly prorogued to Toekday the. 24th day of July 

| r 
/ 
END OF THE SEVENTH: VOLUME. 


TO TA 
SEVENTH VOLUME 
GO TRE 


COMMONS DEBATES. 


A 


Avorrss of the Houſe, to his Majeſty, 19. 
— ——— to the Lord Lieutenant, 31. : 


Arcocx, Mr. preſents a bill for eſtabliſhing market juries in 
cities, 317. | | - . 


ALEXANDER, Mr. oppoſes the bill for the better execution of 
the law, 438. ey 


ANNESLEY, Honourable Mr. preſents a bill for regulating pre- 
ſentments in the county of Down, 157 1.—Supports a bill for 
the improvement of the approaches to the city, 316.—Oppoſes 
a reſolution relative to detenſions in Bridewell, 454.—Moves 
ſome reſolutions concerning that gaol, 454. '. 5 


Ars wERN of the Lord Lieutenant to the addreſs of the Houſe, 43. 
his Majeſty to the addreſſes preſented to him, 48, 


455+ 


1 N D E X. 


Ar ron GeneRar. (Right Honourable JohN Firsoig- 
oN) oppoſes the iſſuing of a writ for the election of a member 
for Old Leighlin, 35.—Explains matters reſpecting the riots 
in the South, 52, 57. Vindicates the clergy, 58.—Imputes 
the diſtreſſes of the peaſantry to the rapacity of landlords, 62. 
—]Juſtifies the conduct of government in the expenditure of the 
public money, 86, 89, 100.—Preſents a bill to prevent tu- 
multuous riſings and aſſemblies, 160.—Explains ſome parts of 
it, 191.—Will not agree to make a partial law, 205.—Moves 
that the company of undertakers of the grand canal be exempt. 
ed from proſecution, 307.—His ſpeech on the ſubject of tithes, 
343.—On the clandeſtine carrying off Lord Gormanſton, 
367.—On the navigation bill, in reply to Mr. Grattan, 382.— 
Preſents a bill for the better execution of the law, 431.—Shews 
the defign and tendency of it, 432, 434» 447» 464, 479, 
474, 507.—Explains the bill for the better recovery of torteit- 
ed recogmzances, 503. | 


Auctions, debates on the bill for regulating, 485. 


B 


BzxesyorD, Right Honourable Jon x, does not think a digeſt 

of the revenue laws neceſſary, 43, 407.—Juſtifies the expen- 
diture of the public money, 102.—His ſentiments relative to 
the mode of levying the — on diſtilled ſpirits, 118, 119.— 
Shews the difficulty of making out an account of the tobacco 
imported, 136.— Gives an account of the tobacco trade, 166. 
Explains ſome particulars in the commercial treaty bill, 245. 
Mentions ſome regulations of the breweries, 25 3.-—Oppofes 
the claims of the navigation board, 298, 305. —His ſenti- 
ments on the navigation bill, 395.—On the coaſt-fſhery bill, 
425, 455-—Commends the commiſſioners of police, 442.— 
Preſents a bill for ganting ſeveral duties, and the better regula- 
tion of lottery offices, 444.— Moves for leaves to bring in a 
bill to grant re- payment of duties on Portugal and Spaniſh wines, 
459.—Preſents the bill, 459. | 


B8resroxtD, Mr. Mercus, ſeconds a motion for an addreſs to 
the Lord Lieutenant, 16.—Thinks the fiſhery bill needed 
amendment, 174.—Pteſents a bill for the relief of uncertified 
- bankrupts, 239, 256. | 


Bol ron, Mt. prefents a bill for the preſervation of the game, 
3 : 
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BLadulkxkx, Right Honourable Sir Jon x, ſupports the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer's ſtatement of the public accounts, 
102.—Supports the petition of the undertakers of the grand 
canal, 259, 297, 299, 300, 304.—His ſentiments on the bill 
for the relief of priſoners, 267.—Recommends an enquiry into 
the abuſes that prevail in gaols, 420.—His repreſentation of the 
ſtate of Bridewell, 425, 426, 427, 430, 431, 440, 441, 
443, 454.— Approves of the bill for regulating auctions, 486. 
Supports Mr. Orde's plan for the improvement of education, 
502. 


Brooke, Mr. (of Donegall) ſupports Mr. Orde's plan for the 
improvement of education, 504. | 


BaowN E, Honourable DEN NS, approves of a ſweeping re- 
ſolution againſt jobbing parliamentary grants, 82.—Defires 
to have the accounts of the navigation board read, 175. 
Moves for a new order for the Houle to reſolve into a com- 
mittee, 251.—ls againſt a commutation for tithes, 353.—Re» 
mark on the bill for the better execution of the law, 446. 


Browne, Mr. (of the College) his ſpeech on the diſturbances 
in Munſter, 17.—Urges the neceſſity of paſſing the riot-aQ, 
196.—Vindicates the character of a right reverend prelate, 229. 
Moves for ſeveral papers, 456, 457.—His ſentiments of the 
bill for the better execution of the law, 468, 469, 477.—Qn 
Mr. Orde's plan for the improvement of education, 496, 507. 


BOW NLOW, Mr. his ſentiments on the bill to prevent tumultu 


ous riſings, 190.—Qn the Attorney General's bill for the better 
execution of the 44 447. 


Buxen, Mr. (Accountant-General) moves the order of the 
day, 455 i | 7 


Buxcn, Mr. (of Oldtown) urges the propriety of iſſuing a writ 
for the election of a member for Old Leighlin, 35.—lnſiſts on 
the reſponſibility. of miniſters, 5 3.—Complains of the expence 
and inutility of proclamations, 88.—ObjeQs to taking from the 
treaſury public money by king's letters, 101,—His | fot peice 
on a particular clauſe in the bill to prevent tumultuous riſings, 
179.—Vindicates the liberty of ſpeech, and points out the ne- 
cellity of a bill for preventing frauds in the revenue, 408. 


Busne, Mr. juſtifies government in iſſuing proclamations againſt 
rioters, 88, — Thinks it beſt to poſtpone an enquiry into tithes 
at preſent, 347, 348.— Supports the Attorney General's bill 

- for the better execution of ths law, 462. ; 


N D OW | ian. 


BIT T, For granting to his Majeſty ſevera! duties, to be levied by . 
the commiſſioners of the ſtamp duties, 145. 
For granting to his Majeſty duties on letters and packets 
within this kingdom, 143. 
For regulating the ſugar trade, and for granting to his Ma- 
jeſty the duties thetein mentioned, 145. 
For granting certain duties upon licenſes, 146. 
For granting certain duties upon carriages, 146. 
For granting duties upon coffee, 146. 
For granting aids, duties, &c. to pay the intereſt of cet- 
* _ _ tain ſums, and for the diſcharge of the principal, 146. 
For granting additional duties on wines, beer, ale, &c, 
and for prohibiting the importation of gold and ſilver 
lace, 146. = 
To promote the linen and hempen manufaQures, 152. 
For licenſing hawkers and pedlars, 152. | 
For granting certain duties, to be paid to the:rutees of 
the Royal Exchange, 177. 
For granting 4oool. to the truſtees of the Linen Manufac- 


ture, „ „e 
For regulating the buying and ſelling of old lead, and to 
prevent the ſtealing of the ſame, 250. 


For the improvement of the principal avenues to the city 
of Dublin, 258. | 
For the promoting and improvement of ports and harbours 
in this kingdom, 266 
To prevent the ſtealing of dogs, 266. 
For the regulation of fale-rooms for felling goods by auc- 
tion, and on commiſſion by retail, 297. . 
For the further increaſe and enqſhragement of ſhipping 
and navigation, 312. 
For regulating the production of manifeſts, and preventing 
fraudulent practices in obtaining bounties|and drawbacks, 
and in the clandeſtine relanding of goods, 44 2. 
For granting aids, dutics and impoſitions 322 effect 
ta a treaty of commerce and navigation between his 


Majeſty and the Moſt Chriſtian King, 314. fn 
For eſtabltſhing market juries in cities, 317 


To dĩſable penſioners from fitting in the Houſe, 317. 

For granting 5000l. to the Dublin Society, 361. 

For 2 and -avoiding ſecret outlawries in perſonal 
actions, 361. 


For granting ſeveral ſums for pious and charitable purpoſes, 
4. 


® Fir the ſupport and encouragement of the fiſheries carried 
on in the Greenland Seas and Davis's Straits, 374. 
For the relief of inſolvent debtors, with reſpeR to the im- 
priſonment of their perſons, 374. 


I N D E X. 
Bir, For preventing the wilful deſtrudtion of turnpike gates, 
and ſecuring the tolls, 400. 

For the better regulation of hackney carriages, and porters 
plying for hire, 400. | 

To render more effectual the act for the ſpeedier recovery of 
{mall debts, 400. EL 

To prevent the torging, ſelling, or improperly diſpoſing 
of Mediterranean paſſes, 405. 

To amend an aQ for the further improvement and extenſion 
of the fiſheries, 405. | 

For amending and making perpetual an act for buying and 
ſelling all ſorts of corn and meal, and preventing of 
frauds therein, 409. 

For amending an act for diſcharging certain arrears of quit, 
crown and compoſition rents, 420. 

For amending an act for badging the poor, 424. 

For amending an act for continuing and amending the laws 
relative to the repairs of the turnpike road from Dublin 
to Mullingar, 429. $-” | | 

To regulate the baking trade, 440. | | 

To regulate the buying and ſelling of old lead, 440, 458. 

For granting ſeveral duties, and the better regulation of - 
lottery offices, 444. DE 

For the preſervation of the game, 453. 

For improving and repairing the turnpike road from Dublin 
to Kilcullen Bridge, 455. 

For granting ſeveral ſums of money, 457. „ 

For directing the application of funds for promoting inlay 
navigations, 558. | 5 

To empower the commiſſioners to grant repayments or 
certain duties on Portugal and Spaniſh wines, 470 


. 7 killing and ſelling of lambs for 4 — | 
To prevent frauds in obtaining bounties, 4 7 . 1 


For the better collection of his Majeſty's 1? venue riſing 
from fotfeited recognizances, 480. 3 \ 

For the better execution of the law and pre:(ervaticy of 

- the peace, 480, „ | 

To amend an act for the relief of priſoners who ſhall 8 
acquitted, reſpeding their fees, 481. 


al | For the puniſhing of frauds and breaches of truſt by Ferks 
of merchants or traders, 482. a 3 
85 Io vindicate the laws, which have been violated by c. N XY 
" deſtinely conveying a minor, &c. 517. | | 
WH” x Pj 
Ne = LDWELL, Mr. vindicates the corporation of the city of Dubs 
Ny 453» - 


Vor. VII. L L 
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Cavenpisny Sir Hexnxy, his ſentiments on the outrages in the 


South, 62.— Thinks that the intereſt of money ſhould be low- 
ered, 109.—Thmks a riot- act neceſſary, 211.— Gives notice 
of his intention to move for the reduction of intereſt on money, 
256.— Objects to the bill for the relief of uncertified bankrupes, 
256.—Oppoſcs the bringing in a turnpike bill, 315.—Oppoſcs 


the bill for luntting penſions, 322. 


C 


HANCELLOR OF THE ExCHEQUER (Sir Joann PAR NIL, 
Bart.) vindicates news-paper proclamations, 38. — Moves 
for a ſupply to bis Majeſty, 42, and for a committee to inſpect 
the public accounts, 44—Avows . himſelf reſponſible for his 
conduct, 73.— Fropoſes a ſweeping reſolution againſt job- 
bing parliamentary grants, 80.— Fuſtthes the expences incur- 
red by proclamations; in news- papers, 84.—Alſo the expendi- 
dure of the public money, 98, 423.—Lays before the Houle, 
the ſtate of the nation, 106.— His ſentiments thereon, 114, 115. 
On the bufineſs relative to Portugal, 117. Preſents bills to 
the Houſe, 145, 152, 154.— His ſpeeches on the commercial 
treaty bill with England, 242, 294.—On the commercial treaty 
with France, 252, 296, 440. On the navigation act, 390,— 
On the coaſt fiſhery bill, 425. — Supports the Attorney General's 
bill for the better execution of the law, 436.—Prelents a bill 
to prevent frauds-in obtaining bounties, 478-—Defends the bill, 


$05.—Supports Mr, Orde's plan for. the improvement of edu- | 


cation, 501. 


inneey, Mr. ſpeaks to ſome proceedings relative to the 
riots in Munſter, 46.—States his conduct as high ſheriff, 62.— 
Preſents a. bill. relative to badging and providing for the poor, 


Ee 
37>. | 
Comme SAL Txeaxry with England, debates on, 272, 286. 


France, 240, 290. g 


— — — Portugal, 164. 


C . Mr. ſupports a motion for an addreſs to the King, 16 


His obſervations on the preſent ſtate of the kingdom, 21. 
— RePents his motion for iſſuing a writ for Old Leighlin, 38, 

9 Is deſitous of an alteration in the tax of hearth money, 
274. Moves for a continuation of the old taxes, 113.—Vin- 
- cates the conduct of a right reverend perſonage, 225.—Re- 


| >aefis Mr. Grattan would withdraw his motion concerning 4 


- commutation of tithes, 344.—Recommends time to conſider 


of the bill for che better execution of the law, 438;—ls dubi- 
ous of its deſign and merits, 449, — Thinks it unconſtitutional, 
452, 400, 462, 474. 8 


112 — 03 TTT 
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(e VN GHAMa, Mr. Bur TON, remarks on the ſiſhery bill, 
7% 425.—0n the claims of the navigation board, 309.— 
On the ſubject of tithes, 349.— Preſents a bill for amending 
' the laws relative to the turnpike road from Dublin to Mullin- 


. 49 


(osx, Mr. His ſpeech on the motion for an addreſs to the 
Lord Lieutenant, 16.—Thinks there is no neceſſity for new 
laws for the ſuppreſſion of inſurgents, 34.— Wiſhes that the 
practice of laying the eſtimates of the national expences for 
the ſucceding year before parliament was revived, 36.—Thinks 
z digeſt of the revenue laws neceſſary, 42, 495.—Adverts to the 
careleſs manner of paſſing the public accounts, 43.—Complains 
of gentlemen neglecting to attend the committee of accounts, 50. 
—Condemns the profuſe waſte of public money, 76.—Parti- 
cularly on uſeleſs news-papers, 83.—Inveſtigates the public 
accounts, 93, 108. Deſires information reſpecting the Portu- 
gal buſineſs, 117,—Wiſhes to have the mode of leying the 
duty on diſtilled ſpirits altered, 118. —Moves for the account 
of tobacco imported, 146.—Requetts to know if any. meaſure 
bad been taken relative to the canvaſs and ſail-cloth trade, 157. 
Moves to reduce the duty on tobacco, 166.—lIs for exempt- 
ing the Northern ccunties from the operation of the riot bill, 
22).—Complains of the Secretary's not explaining the particu- 
lars of the commercial treaty bill, 246.—His ſpeech on the 
debate of it, 286.—On the bill for 'the further encreaſe and 


encouragement of ſhipping and navigation, 369, 372, 391.—. 
Moves for leave to bring in a bill for the more effectual prevent- 


ing of frauds in the revenue, 407. 


CorreR, Sir JaMes, gives an account of the diſturbances in the 
county of Cork, 24, 46, 47, 353. | 


Cor rox, Sir EDWARND, moves for a general call of the Houſe, 
33.—Moves to poſtpone the call, 57.—Preſents a bill for the 
relief of priſoners, 266, 363.—Oppoſes the bill for the better 
execution of the law, 433, 477/.—Preſſes to have the bill de- 
ferred to next ſeſſion, 446. Oppoſes the bill for the better col- 
lection of the revenue from forfeited recognizances, 481.— 
Oppoles the bill for preventing frauds on counties, 505. 


Corte, Mr. vindicates the city of Dublin, 454.—Preſents a 
petition from the county of Mayo againſt the bill for the better 
execution of the laws, 56. | bs 


Cork, and rhe preſent ſtate of the kingdom in general, 25.— 


+ 
, 


Coxnan, Mr. His ſpeech on the diſturbances in the county of 


His pathetic account of the deplorable ſituation of the peaſan- 
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try, 28.— The ſupineneſs of the magiſtrates, 29.—Moves an 
amendment to the addreſs to his Majeſty, 30.—!]s for expung- Fo 


ing a tranſaction from the journals, 40, 41.—Oppoſes the 95 
falary of the Advocate General, 75. — Wiſhes for time to con- l 
fider of the bill to prevent tumultuous riſings and aſſemblies, 0 
163. His ſpeeches on the introduction of that bill, 192, 214. le 


On the commercial treaty bill, 250. — On the bill for limiting 
the amount of penſions, 332. —On the motion for a commuta- for 
tion for tithes, 354.—On the navigation bill, 388. 


| b 

D 8 

Dar x, Right Honourable Deus ISs. Thinks it unneceſſary to f 
enquire into the cauſe of the riots in the South, 2 11.— Supports A 
the bill for the better execution of the law, 466. - 
Dav, Mr. ſupports the Attorney General's bill for the better ei- 
ecution of the law, 461. . 

0 


Dis TURBANCES. See Mods TER. 


DoyLz, Major. His fpeech on the riot bill, 220,—Points ou 
the oppreſſions and diſtreſſes of the poor, 22 3.—Supports the 
motion for an enquiry into tithes, 346.—Mentions the 
diſtreſſes of thoſe who keep hackney coaches, 364, 366, 40; r. 
— Oppoſes the bill for the better execution of the law, 475,— 
Approves of the bill for the regulating auctions, 486. 


* Duxxn, Mr. His ſpeech on the bill to prevent tumultuous tiſing 


and aſſemblies, 188. 05 

| E Ga 

Epvucartior, plan for the improvement of, recommended by 
the Lord Lieutenant, 12.— Mr. Orde's ſpeech, containing the WW | 
outlines of the plan, 486, —The debates thereon, 496, 507. : 
Ex G LASD, debates on the commereial treaty with, 272, 286, | 
4 y 0 


F 


G2 
— 


F 112014 * Lord EDWARD. Thinks an enquiry into tithes 
| ſhould be made, 345. 


By — _ #5 


Fi TZGERALD» Serjeant. His ſpeech on a motion for iſſuing a 
- writ tor the election of a member for Old Leighlin, 35 fe 
poits from the committee of accounts, 93. a 


©@s [eo 


T ex- 


uing a 


Re- 
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F,oop, Sir FxEDERICK., His remarks on the bill to prevent 
tumultuous rifings, 215,—Requeſts to know when the bill for 
ſhutting up the city by turnpikes is to be introduced, 237.— 
Oppoſes Mr. Gardiner's turnpike bill, 303, and his motion for 
leave to bring in another, 315. 


Foxes, Mr. deſires to know why a charge of 2000l. appears on 
the concordatum for the Ducheſs of Athol, 78. — Supports the 
claim of Drogheda to public aid, 81, 82.—Reprobates the 
practice of erecting country houſes for the officers of the crown, 
3g.—His ſentiments of the riot bill, 199. —Requeſts the diſ- 
cuſſion of the commercial treaty may be poſiponed, 203.— 
His ſpeech on the riot bill, 208.—Wiſhes for a committee to 
enquire into the nature and cauſe of the diſturbances, 209, — 
His remarks on the commercial treaty bill, 247, 249. —Preſents a 
bill to diſable penſioners from being members, 317 —His ſpeech 
on the bill for limiting the amount of penſions, 318.— On the 
navigation bill, 370.,—Supports the bill for the better execution 
of the law, 464. 


FosTeR, Mr. Joux WII. LIAu, reports from the committee on 
the ſtate of the road leading to Dunleer, 71,—Delivers in the 
reſolutions, 72. 


fzaNCE, debates on the commercial treaty with, 249, 299. 


G 


Cors, proceedings on an enquiry into the ſtate of, 420, 425, 


427, 429, 440, 441, 453 


GardiNER, Mr. explains a matter relative to a penſion granted 


for his ſeat in the Phœnix Park, 5 5. - Moves for leave to bring 
in a bill for the improvement of the avenues to Dublin, 72.— 
Approves of the idea of lowering the intereſt of money, 109, 
—Vindicates his turnpike biil, 303.—Moves for leave to bring 
in another turnpike bill, 315.—Brings it in, 368, 410, 411.— 
Remarks on the commiſſioners of police, 470.— Aſſigns the 
cauſes of complaints againſt gaols, 442. | 


CAT TAN, Mr. gives notice that he will ſubmit to the Houſe 
a matter of great conſequence to the nation, 105.—His ſpeech 
on the bill to prevent tumultuous riſings and aſſemblies, 180, 
upports an amendment propoſed, 226. His ſentiments on 
the bill for the improvement of navigations, 285. — Gives notice 
that he will bring on the ſubject of tithes, 31 3.— His ſpeech, 
336. - Moves that ſome plan be formed for the ſupport of the 
Clergy and the eaſe of the people, 341, 359.— His ſpeeck on 


— — — 


q 
| 
| 


0 Ml E X. 


the navigation bill, 376.— His reply to the Attorney General 
354.—Odſervation on the bill for the better execution of the 
law, 467 — On the bill for the better recovery of forfeited te 
coguizances, 505. | 


Gaeen, Mr. Goprsey, ſupports the Attorney General's hi! 
for the better execution of the law, 434. wy 


GrirFlTH, Mr. wiſhes for an enquiry into the cauſe of the pre 
ſent diſturbances, 35.—Thinks the public expences ought te 
be publicly explained, 72. —But that the ſalary of the Advocatd 
General is reaſonable, 78.— His ſentiments on the bill to pre 
vent tumultuous riſings, 190.—On a bill for the relief of pr 
ſoners, 267.—On the claims of the navigation board, 30; 
Moves for leave to bring in a bill for the relief of inſolve 
priſoners, 363.—Preſents it, 374. Kecommends the repeal o 
all the gaol laws, and forming àa complete ſyſtem, 421, 431, 
His ſentiments on the bill for the better execution ef the law 
434, 445, 459-—Oppoles a motion for bringing in certait 
papers, 457.— Thinks time ſhould be given to conſider the bil 
for the better recovery of forfeited recognizances, 484.—àp 
proves of Mr. Orde's plan for the improvement of education 
tome points, but thinks it deſective in others, 503. 


H 
HamitToN, Mr. SackviIiLLe, vindicates his conduct relati 


to his ſeat in the Phoenix Park, 56.—Atligns the reaſon f 
granting 2000l. per annum to the Ducheſs of Arhol, 78. 


HarDv, Mr. oppoſes the riot bill, 197.—His ſpeech on the b 
for limiting the amount of penſions, 324. 


HarTLEY, Mr. objects to lotteries, as incentives to idlene 
and corrupters of the morals of the people, 110.—Urges ti 
neceſſity of ſupporting the woollen manufacture, 115,—R 
commends the lowering of duties as an expedient to prevel 
ſmuggling, 156,—Seconds the motion for reducing the duty e 
tobacco, 166, —Moves (in Mr. Corry's abſence) for a redul 
tion of the duty, 175.—His ſentiments of the commercl 
treaty” bill, 245.— Vindicates the citizens of Dublin, 304. 
Shews his intention in bringing in the bill for regulating publ 
ſales or auctions, 402.— Preſents a bill for amending an ad 
| badging the poor, 424.—Shews the pernicious tendency 


auctions, 488. 


HarTSTONGE, Sir Henxy,, ſeconds Mr. Grattan's motion 
a commutation of tithes, 342:—Alters his ſentiments of t 
propricty of a commutation tax, 345. 
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Harro, Mr. imputes a perſeverance in introducing turnpike 


7 bills to an intereſted view, 410. . f 
” th | | | ; 
d re HewiT, Mr. calls Mr. Jones to order, 206.— Afſigns the reaſon 


of a gentleman being ſtruck out of the commiſſion of the peace, 
453.—Preſents a bill to prevent clandeſtine conveying away 
$ bil minors, 517, 


Hos ax r, Major, requeſts the motion for a commutation bill may 


e pre be withdrawn, 345.— Remarks on the navigation act, 399.— 

bt te Supports the bill for the better execution of the law, 469. 

ocate 

pre Hol Mes, Mr. preſents the report of the committee on goals, 

f pri 317. Supports Sir John Blaquiere in his recommendation ot 

on an enquiry into the ſtate of gaols, 420.— Supports the bill for 
lve the better execution of the law, 450. 


480,—Shews the ill effects of the bill for erefting turn- 
pikes on all' the roads in the county of Dublin, on the 
north of the river Liffey, 404, 410.—Shews the dangerous 
tendency of a bill for the better execution of the law, 437, 
465, 468. —Moves that the commiſſioners ſhall account to 
parliament for money expended in erecting light-houſes, 455. 
—Oppoles Mr. Orde's plan for the improvement of education, 
500, 509.—Oppoſes the bill for preventing frauds in obtaining 
ounties on corn, 505. | | 
/ 


s 1 


InNSURRECTIONS. See MUNSTER, 


Jones, Mr. WILLIAM Topp. His ſentiments on the bill to 
prevent tumultuous riſings, 206.— His ſpeech on the bill for 
limiting the amount of penſions, 3 31.—Supports a motion for 
an.enquiry into the grievances in the South, 348.— Supports 
a motion for leave to bring in a bill for the more effectual pre- 
venting frauds in the revenue, 407.—Oppoſes a bill for the 
better execution of the law, 438, 451, 507. 


K 
KeakNEY, Mr. gives an account of the procceedings of the in- 
ſurgents in the county of Cork, 147, —His ſpeech on the com- 


mercial treaty with England, 282.—On the motion for a com- 
mutation for tithes, 354. 


Kvox, Mr. preſents a bill to extend the powers given to certain 
perſons, for building and carrying on the linen manufacture, 
259 | | 


HuTcuinson, Sir Francis, objects to lotteries, 109, 


— 
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L . 
Laxcatsnr, Sir Hercules, His ſpeech on the increaſed ex. 
pences of government, 136,—Supports the bill to prevent tu- 
multuous riſings, 216:—Thinks a commutation act might be 


| framed ſo as to be beneficial to all parties, 3 30.— His ſpeech 
on the navigation bill, 396. WE 


LoncFlelD, Mr. His account of the diſturbances in the pro- | 


vince of Munſter, 22, 46, 47, 52, 61.-—On the treaty. with 
Portugal, 164. 2 


Loxp LitzuTENanT, ſpeeches of to the Houſe, 1, 523. 


LowTurr, Mr. Gorces, aſſigns a principal cauſe of the inſur- 
rections in the South, 61.—Propoſes laying a tax upon the ei- 
portation of live horned cattle, 156.—Preſents a bill to pre- 
vent the killing and ſelling of lambs for a limited time, 459. 


M 


MasoNn, Mr. reports from the committee of ſupply, 110, 121, 
139, 149, 154, 159, 175, 3083, 375, 423, 489.—Vindicates 
the propoſed commercial treaty with 1 15 8.—fls againſt. 
making the riot bill local, 130.—Oppoſes the bill for limiting 
the amount of penſions, 32 3.— Requeſts the withdrawing of 
a motion for a commutation act, 345. — His ſentiments of the 
navigation bill, 309. - Commends the commiſſioners of police, 

442.—Obſervations on the bill for the better execution of the 
law, 459. 


Mol vNETUx, Mr. His ſentiments of Mr. Orde's plan for the 
improvement of education, 511. 


Moore, Mr. requeſts an explanation of the wording of the pre- 
amble of the bill for the better execution of the law, 463. 


MonTcomeryY, Mr. (of Donegall) propoſes an enquiry into 
the grievances of the poor, 63.—Shews how the Iriſh fiſhery is 
injured by the Scotch, 174. —Oppoſes the bringing in a turn- 
pike bill, 316.—His ene the bill for the better execu- 
tion of the law, 452. 


Maas, Mr. Loc, preſſes the neceſſity of | granting money 
for the Lying- in-Hoſpital, 81. _ TS 


MunsTEx, diſturbances or inſurrections in, debates and proceed- 


- ings relative to, 13, 17, 21— 30, 37, 40, 41, 46, 47» 52» 
57, 132.— Debate on tke bill to prevent tumultuous riſings, 


1 1 


Muscrave, Sir Richard, thinks government accuſed unjuſtly of 
ſupineneſs, 190,—Gives an account of the proceedings of the 
inſurgents in the South, 288. 


N 
Navy1GaTIONS, bill for the improvement of, debates on, 285. 


NeviLlLe, Mr. approves of the bill for the better execution of 
the law, 467. 50 


NEWENHAM, Sir EDwarD, thinks the county of Dublin ſhould 
be exempted from the operation of the riot bill, 232.—Op- 
poſes Mr. Gardiner's turnpike bill, 258, 302, 316, 405.—La- 
ments there is not a fairer ſettlement of tithes, 348.—Moves 

for leave to bring in a bill for the clandeſtine carrying off mi- 

nors, 367,—ObjeQs to going into a commitee on the bill for 
repairing the roads in the county of Dublin, 419.—Recom- 
mends an adjournment on the buſineſs of the coaſt fiſhery bill, 
425.— Recommends a ſpeedy adjuſtment of the negociation 
with Portugal, 455. | 1 | 


News-yarer PROCLAMATTONS, the abſurdity and impropriety 
of them ſhewn by Mr. Griffith, 37.— They are a libel on the 
nation, 16.— They give a warning to offenders, by which they 
may eſcape from juſtice, 38, | | 


O 


O'Brien, Sir Lucius. His obſervations on the report of the 
committee of ſupply, 116.—Thinks the fiſhery ſhould be car- 


ried on in ſhips rather than boats, 174.—Supports the bill for 
the better execution of the law, 437. 


OcLe, Mr. ſupports the bill to prevent tumultuous riſings, 219. 
Oppoſes the bringing in a turnpike bill, 315, 368, 369. 


Ociuvie, Mr. His ſpeech on the commercial treaty with Eng- 
land, 372.—On the navigation ad, 384. 


O'NEILI, Mr. CHARLES, moves that the inſtruction be diſ- 
charged of empowering the treaſurer of the county of Dublin to 
keep a Clerk at an expence to the county, 293.—Oppoſes the 
bill for the relief of uncertified bankrupts, 256,—Supports 2 
bill for the relief of priſoners, 268.—T hinks the poor oppreſſ- 
ed, and entitled to redreſs, 351, 431,—Supports a bill for the 

better execution of the law, 447.—Preſents a bill to puniſk 

trauds by merchants clerks, 482. 


) vv x © 


O'Nr1r.t, Right Honourable Jon, gives his opinion of the 
riot bill, 799. —Replies to the Attorney General, 207.—Oppo- 
fes the Attorney General's bill for the better execution of the 
law, 430, 440, 452, 47 l. | 


Ospe, Right Honourable Tyomas, moves for a committee to 
take into conſideration the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech relative to 
the late outrages, 49.—Vindicates a purchaſe made by govern- 
ment of Mr. Gardiner's ſeat in the Phoenix Park, 55, 56.— 
Avows himſelf reſponſible for his conduct, 74. Denies the 
charge of a profuſe waſte of the public money, 76.— Thinks 
the commercial treaty with England would have been beneficial 
to Ireland, 158.—Acquaiats the Houſe of a treaty between 
bis Majeſty and the French King, 163.—ls ready to give time 
for conſidering it, 203.— His ſpeech on introducing the com- 
mercial treaty bill, 240.—On the claims of the navigation 
board, 305,—Oppoſes the commutation of tithes, 341, 358.— 
Gives notice of his intention to bring forward the outlines of a 
plan for the improvement of education, 422, 455.— Supports 
the Attorney General's bill for the better execution of the law, 
433, 445, 468.—His opinion of. the ſtate of gaols, 443.— 

Gives an account of the negociation of a treaty with Portugal, 
444.— His ſpeech on taking into confideration that part of the 
Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech that recommends a plan for the im- 
provement of education, 486, goo, 5 10. 


OsBorNe, Sir THomas, thinks the Attorney General's bill for 
the better execution of the law deſerves parliamentary adop- 
tion, 466. 


P 


'Pexs10Ns, debates on the bill for limiting the amount of, 318 


PEV, Mr. ſeconds a motion for an addreſs to the King, 14.— 
Gives an account of the diſturbances in Munſter, 24. 


PEririo of the corporation for the relief of the poor, 53. 
| Of Anthony Ferguſon, alliſtant examinator of cuſ- 
—_— —__ x 
Of the mayor, ſheriffs, &c. of the town of Wexford, 
54, 152, 15% 5 
Ol the mayor, tberiffs, &c. of the town of Droghe- 
Ja, 15. ; 3 
Of the merchants, traders, &c. of the borough of 
Newry, 64, 66, 25. | 
O7 John Swan, examinator of exciſe, 76. 
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Perit1oN of the. governors and guardians of the Lying-in- 
Hoipit-I, 64. 
Of the high heritf and freeholders of the county of 
| Kilkenny, 65. 
Of Paul Le Bas, examinator of corn premiums, 16. 
Of William Worthington, of the city of Dublin, 
merchant, 16. 
Of the incorporated ſociety for promoting Engliſh 
proteſtant charter ſchools, 67. 
Of the mayor, aldermen, ſheriffs, &c. of the city of 
Limerick, 68. 
Of James and Abraham Bradley King, 69. 
Of George Cuppaidge, wire manufacturer, #6, 
Of John Edwards of Old Court, in the county of 
Wicklow, Eſq; ib. 
Of William Perſſe, of Roxborough, and Hyacinth 
- __ Skerrett of Finvarra, Eſqrs. 70. 
Of the governors of the . Hoſpital, 79. 
Of the Dublin Society, 15. 
Of John Tydd, Etq; payiriaſter of nn : 
ums, 91. ; 
Of Henry dmith, deputy paymaſter, ;b. | 
Of Henry Gore, Eſq; examinator of cuſtoms, 92. 
Of the ©1429 wen &c, of the pariſh of St. Peter, 
Cork, 
Of the wn Ft and worſted manufacturers of the city | 
of Dublin, 103. 
Of William Obrey, marſhall of the city of Dublin, ib. | 
Of John Smart, deputy accountant general, 104. 
Of Elizabeth Molloy, houſekeeper of the parliament 
houſe, 76. 
Of the * 30 and Engliſh inhabitants of Portatling- 
ton, z 
Of the cotton manufacturers of Drogheda, 120. 
— Beltaſt, 121. 
Of William Wadſworth, of Celbridge, wood hat 
manufacturer, 150. 
Of the ſovereign, burgeſſes, &c. of the ried of 
: Belfaſt, 151, 458. 
Of the woollen manufacturers of the city of Cork, 


153 
Of the high ſheriffs and freeholders of the — * 
Kerry, 165. 


Of the general ſynod of Ulſter, 169. A | 
Of the merchants and traders of the city of Dublin, 
170. 
Of the provoſt and corporation of the borough of 
Sligo, 172, 173. 


1 N D E X. 


Peririox of John Ferguſon of the city of Londonderry, 177. 

Of the merchants and traders of Londonderry, 178. 

Of the Greenland fiſhing company of London- 
derry, ib. | 

Of John M*Kenly, marſhal and gaoler, 201. 

Of the merchants, importers and manufacturers of 
tobacco in the town of Belfaſt, 235. 

Of the'priſoners confined in the Four Courts Mar- 
ſhalſea, ib. 

Of the company of undertakers of the Grand Canal, 


237. 

Of Nicholas Whitty, mariner, 239, 

Of the glovers of Dublin, 251. 

Of Joſias Paſley, regiſter to the Hibernian annuity 
company, 254 _ 

Of certain citizens of Dublin, 255. 

Of the freeholders and landholders of the county of 
Dublin, 258. | 

Of the ſeſſions grand jury of the city of Dublin, 16. 

Of Joſeph Clare, of the city of Dublin, auctioneer, 

„„ Ro off 

Of the merchants, importers and 'manufaQurers of 
tobacco, in the city of Londonderry, 266. 

Of the gentlemen, farmers and landholders of the 
county of Dublin, 300. 

Of the common brewers of the city of Cork, 312. 

Of the tobacco manufaRurers of the county of Ar- 
magh, 361. 

Of the merchants of Dublin, 351. 

Of the tobacco manufacturers of Ardee, and the 
county of Louth, 374. | 

Of the linen-drapers of the counties of Tytone, At- 
magh, Down and Derry, 401. 

Of the manufacturers of the city of Dublin, 413. 

Of the Provoſt, Fellows and Scholars of Trinity 
College, 414. | vx 

Of the owners of the ſeveral wherry-built yeſſels, 


416. | 
Of the Rev. John Elliſon, D. D. 421. 
Of George Buckton, a,priſoner in Newgate, 458. 
Of John Mitchell, accountant to the navigation 
board, 478. | 
Of the freeholders in the county of Mayo, againſt 
the bill for the better exgcution of the laws, 
and the reform of magiſtracy, 506. 
Of the maſters and owners of yeſlels employed in the 
- fiſheries, 512, 518. e 


I N D E Xa 


Prririox of he high ſheriff and grand jury of the county of 
Meath, 514 

Of the owners of fiſhing buſſes belonging to Www 
low, 521. 


Picorr, Colonel, juſtihes the dee of government in their 
attempts to ſuppreſs the riots in the South, 87. 


Pomeroy, Mr. moves an addreſs to the King, 12. 


PoxsoNBVY, Mr. Geokee, his ſentiments on the revenue laws, 
43.—Preſents a bill for the better collection of the revenue, 

. 336.—Is againſt entering into an enquiry on the A of 
tithes, 351. | 


Por TUGAL, account of the treaty with, 164, 444- 


PraocLaMATIONS in news- papers, the impropriety of, _— 

by Mr. Griffith, 37, and by Mr. Corry, 83. —They are 
libel on the nation, and a warning to offenders to change chaie 
ſituation and appearance, 37, 38.—They injure the nation in 
the eyes of ieder, who look upon us as a ſavage na- 
tion, 83. 


© R , 


ReyorT of the committee appointed to enquire into the ſtate of 
the turnpike road to Dunleer, 71. 

— _ on the commercial treaty with France, 
270. 


_ of ways and means, 110, 121, 139, 
149, 154» 159, 308, 375 | 


Reso0LuTioNs of the committee of ſupply, 110, 121, I 39s 
149» 154» 159, (423. | 


Revenue Laws, debates concerning the, 42, 43, 44. 
RioTs. See MUNSTER, 


RowLey, Mr. oppoſes a turnpike bill, zo, 410.—Complains of 
the neglect cf attendance, 314. —Oppoſes the bill for the better 
execution of the law, 435, 449. 


Royal AsSENT-giyen to ſeveral bills, 412, FR 515, 4175 
$19, 323. 
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8 


Srerrr ar or Srarr (Right Honourable [on Herr 
Hurchix sos) 1s of opinion that reſponſibility ſhould be an— 
: -nexed to every act of government, 75.—QOppoſes laying a tax 
pon the exportation of live horned cattle, r5H.—Gives his 
entiments on the petition of the general ſynod of Ulſter, who 
requeſted aid for inſtructing and tupporting academies, 170 — 
Supports the riot bill, 194, 231.—Alfo the commerci | treaty 
-* bill, 426.— Moves to poſtpone the reading a bill for the relicf 
of priſoners, 266, 269.— Is againſt entering into any enquiry 
on the ſubject of tithes, 358.— His ſentiments on an inſolvent 
bill, 36 3.— Defends 2 petition for the grant ef money for 
huildings in Trinity College, 429. Supports the bill for the 
better execution of the law, 438, 479 Moves for leave to 
bring in a bill to recover compenſation for tithes, 482. 


Suraipax, Mr, pteſents a bill for puniſhing mutiny and deſer- 
don, 239. „No» 


SMITH, Mr. Micn K l., oppoſes the bill to prevent tumultuous 
riſings and aſſemblies, 191. 225 


SPEAKER, The, explains the practice of the Houſe with reſpect 
to the amendment of bills, 168. With reſpe to ſome clauſes 
in the navigation bill, 372, 373.— His remarks on the bill for 

regulating public fales or auctions, 402,—On an enquiry into 
the regulation of gaols, 428.—On the bill for regulating auc- 

18 tions, 485. 225 ö : hs 8 


Syrkcgof the Lord Lieutenant at the commencement of the 
ſeſſion, 11.— At the end, 523. 
| of the Speaker, at the bar of the Houſe of Peers, on pre- 
ſenting the money bills, 37 3. | 


ST. Gong, Colonel, 'expreſſes his approbation of the bill for 
the better execution of the law, 451. Xx 


STEwarT, Mr. (of Killymocn) reprobates the practice of 
" drawing money from the treaſury without the concurrence of 
parl ament, 98.—Propoſes to alleviate the wretchedneſs of the 
ſouthern peaſantry by a tax on abſentees, 105. - Wiſnes for a 
modification of the hearth-money tax, 1432.—Wiſhes for a 
longer time to conſider of the bill to prevent tumultuous riſings, 
15 t.—Difapproves of the riot bill, 200.—Recommends a ſub- 
ſcription for the unfortunate creatures in Bridewell, 426.— 
Thinks the police act requires amendment, 431.—Thinks the 

. preſent period improper to enter into diſcuſſion of the bill for 


„ © x: 


thE better execution of the law, 431.—Looks on it as dange- 
rous to the-conſtitution, and eſtabliſhing a general police, 433. 
-— Oppoſes his commitment, 449.—Cenſures the commiſſioners 
of police, 441.—His ſentiments of Mr. Orde's bill tor the im- 
provement of education, 510. VE 


STEwarT, Sir ANNESLEY, is for allowing the old bountfes to 
the hihermen, 417. | . 


SUPPLY, reſolutions of the committee of, 110 to 114, 139, 
149, 154, 159.— Debates thereon, 114. 


4 
Tirnzs, debates on, 336. 


Tore, Mr. Daniet,, refutes a calumny on the gentlemen of 
the county of Tipperary, 342. | 


Tort, Mr. Serjeant, Oppoſes the expunging the account of 
ſome proceedings from ugh rotegrs: 40.— Thinks a riot act 
neceſſary, and approves of the bill to prevent tumultuous 
riſings, 212. 8 = 


TREATY COMMERCIAL, With England, debates on, 292, 286. 


- — — France, 240, 296. 
é 164. 


— 


— | — Portugal, 


\ 


Tech, Mr. juſtifies the government with reſpe@ to its exer- 
tions in ſuppretling the diſturbances in Munſter, 19; —Amendsy 
a reſolution in favour of the Lying- in-Hoſpital, 80,—Gives an 
account of the ſtate of that noble inſtitution, ' 81.— Gives his 
ſentiments on the bill to prevent tumultuous filings and aſſem- 
blies, 163.—On the coal trade, ftate of the copper coin, 
lottery gambling and ſham auctions, 17 r.—Moves for a liſt of 
the carriages made and fold in Dublin for a year, 172.— Thinks 
the riot biil ought to be general, 230.—Withes for a regulation - 
of Smithfield market, 259.—Corroborates the repreſentation of 
the ſtate of Bridewell, made by Sir John Blaquiere, 426.— 
Shews the ſtate of gaols, 442.—His ſentiments on the bill for 
the better execution of the law, 467. 


U 


Untacxe, Mr, his obſervations on the * ſtate of the county of 
Cork, with reſpec to the inſutrections there, 25. 


Warren, Alderman, moves for leave to bring in a bill ſor the 
regulation of public ſales by auction, 252.—Oppoſes Mr. Gar- 
diner's turnpike bill, 30. —Preſents a bill to regulate the buy- 
ing and felling of old lead, 440.— Juſtifies the commiſſioners 
of police, and cenſures the grand jury, 442. 


Warren, Mr. Au cos rus, gives an account of the inſurtec- 
tions in Munſter, 24. 5 


. Ways and Means, report of the committee. of, 110, 121, 
139» 149, 154, 159, 308, 375, 423, 429. 


WaraLty, Mr. moves an addreſs to the Lord Lieutenant, 16.— 
Reports from the committee thereon, 31. 
WorLre, Mr. AxTHUR, gives an account of the proceedings 
relative to the examinations taken againſt the Munſter rioters, 
47.—Vindicates the appointment of an Advocate General at a 
ſalary of 200l. per ann. 75. * 
Work, Mr. Joux, objects to an article in the barrack accounts, 
51. —Complains of the waſte of the puclic money, 56.— Op- 
poſes the payment of news- paper proclamations, 88, 89. —[n- 
© fiſts that the expenditure of the public money has exceeded the 
_ eſtimates, 100.—Submits whether it would not be proper to 
.. recommit the report of the committee of ſupply, 115.—Op- 
| Poſes the bill to prevent tumultuous rifings and aſſemblies, 160, 
— ls for allowing bounties to fiſhermen, 418.—Is againſt orna- 
mental. buildings, 422.—Oppoſes precipitant proceedings in 
_ relation to grants of the public money, 423.— Remarks that 
the police act gives no power to commit to priſon without pre- 
vieus examination, 431. —Oppoſes the Attorney General's bill 
for the better execution of the law, 435.—Preſents a bill to 
regulate the bak ing trade, 440. Cenſures the commiſſioners of 
police, 442.— His ſentiments of Mr. Orde's plan for the in- 


provement of education, 500, 502. 


